This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


1»  • 


CO 


vCx 


>r\cai: 


'  i^.F  ^"^  T:  'T-->Pf^?^ 


CO 


1 


H    I  S  T  a  R  Y 


O     F. 


H  E  trH  r  R  E: 

'S  VALiar-ROYALi^Ti&B, 


TOOXTHXI    WITH 


^^^£onfiderabk  Extnifts  fromSir  Pxteh  Lbtcistxr's 
'.V  AvTiogiTiu  OT  Cmsinitt  \  and  the^Ob&rva* 
8f 


t^^ 


tkms  of  later  Writers,  pardcularlyi  Px^ant^ 

THI  WaOLI  FORMIHO   A   COMPLITI 

DESCRIPTION  OF  that  COUNTYj 

With  all  its  Hundrbds  ;  Seats  of  the  Nobility, 
GEBrra.Y,  and  Frebholdbrs  ;  Rivers,  Tovns, 
Castlis,  and  Buildings,  ancient  and  modem. 
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BU  C.  K  LO  W     HUNiyR  Bpt 

HUI^REDS  and  tithings  were  appointed  l^ 
»  king  Alfred^  who  began  his  reign  over  Eng-^ 
land  about  the  year  of  Chrift  872.    Thefe  were 
ordained  for  the  better  foppreffing  of  robberies^; 
for  every  free-bom  men  was  now  to  be  ranked^  or 
puc  inco  fome  hundred  and  tithing ;  and  if  therft 
were  any  perfon  of  fnoh  di0blute  carriage,  that  he 
coukt  find  no  ptodge  or  furety  in  the  hund)red  and 
tithing  for  hia  good  denieanour,  he  was  to  be  im- 
prifoncd,  as  a  man  unworthy  to  be  at  liberty. 
And  if  any  perfon  guilty  of  a  robbery  (whether 
before  fuck  pledge  found,  or  after)  ihould  fly  and 
^  make  an  efcape,  alL  the  inhabitants  of  the  hundred 
>   and  tithing  were  to  be  amerced  by  the  king ;  fo 
Z  that  by  this  means  there  was  fuch  a  calm  of  peace 
.     in  the  nation  in  a  fiiort  fpace,  that  if  any  man  had 
'   left  bracelets  <^  g^d,  or  bags  of  money,  in  the 
^  high-way,  there  was  none  durft  take  them  away^ 
1    as  both  Malmefbury  and  Ingulphus  do  inform  us* 
Now  thele  freeholders^  or  free-born  men,  were 
r  caft  into  feveral  companies,  by  ten  in  each  com- 
^  4  P  2  pany. 
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psny,  Mrhence  in  the  wdUr*:part5  of  ithe:  realm  they 
were  called  Tichingmen.  And  everv  of  thex; 
pledges  or  furedes  were  yearly  prefented  iuid  brought 
nrth  by  their  cbief  pledge,  at 'ft^g^nenilmireraMyE^ 
foT/char  purpofev^hich  we  yetin  reifiendM-ance 
thereof  do  call  The  view  of  die  Frank-oledgep  or 
The  Leet-court  ^  and  48  ten  times  ten  do  imbe  a 
hundred,  fo  becaufe^it  was  then  alib  appointed 
Chat  ,ien  of  thefe  companies  (hould  at  certain  times 
meitltogether  for  n8UiterM>f  greater. woi^t ;  -there- 
fore that  afTembly  or  court  was  called  The  Hun- 
dredXourt. 

In  this  county  of  Chefhire  we  had  formerly 
twdve  himdreds,  as  we  find  them^  in  the  record  of 
Domefd^y-^hook;  r^^i      \  r  *>    t  -j  ",  ;: 
Atttfcros  hundred*  kifeton  hundred; 

Ereftan  hundred.  Roelay  hundred. 

Cfcefter  hondi^.  •  MildeftrBc  Jiumii^. 

Wilawefton  hundred.  Hamftaa  hundred,  J. 

I>u4efian  hundred.  Bycklow.  hundred. 

3Varmundeftreau  hundred.    Tunoidon  hundred.^ 
-  .But  thefe  hundreds  wiers  reduced  .by  a  later  dir 
vifioninto  feven  hundreds,  as  a(rtiu$.  day  they 
Itend  divided  and  caUed,  to  wi^* 
.    Bucklow  hundred.  .        .   Broxton  hundred. 

Macclesfield  hundred        Sdefbury  hundred. 

Nordiwich  hundicd. .         TVVirral  hundred. . 
•   Nantwich  hundreds  .  .  , 

f  Which  new  divifim  I  conjedum*  doth  not  ex- 
teed  the  reign  of  king  Edwand  III«  ..   ■-.    ■ 

And  as  there  muft  needs  be  an  enlai^cment  of 
the  number  of  the  towns  in  each  hundred  of  the 
jfewdivifion  above  the  old,  faecaufe  the  whole  is 
contrafted  to  a  lefier  number  of*  hundreds,  ib  they 
have  all  begot  new  names,  exceptthisjof  Buckkiir 
hundred,  which  both  retains  its  oldtjiame,  and* 
hath  now  the  towns  of  the  other  old  hundred  of 
Tunendon  annexed  to  it.   •  **  .   .*    *  ., 

For 
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For  tlir  proportion  of  ih^  old  hundreds--  ta  the 
',  it  is  ta  be  obferved,  that  the  towns  comprt- 
kadtd'ia  the  old  hundreds  of  Attifcros  and  Eief- 
tm^wcx  by:  the  ftatute  of  33  Henry  VIIL  cap. 
f^  taken  trom  Cheihira  and  annexed  to  Flintfhirc, 
odyDodlefion  yet  reniains  to  Chefhire,  belonging 
to-fiRNCton  hundred.  And  for  Chcfter  hundred; 
tkecliy  of  Chefter  was  made  a  diftinfi:  county  of 
idHf  (except  the  Caftle  only,  cum  pertinmHs)  by 
ifae- -kiag*^- charter,  dated  6th  April,  21,  Henrv 
YiL  1506. . 

Mildeft-vich  hundred  is  now  called  Northwich 

kondradL  --  ■      .   -^  '.-.i  '.    ... 

•  Wilaweflon  bundfed,now  called  Wirral  bundled. 

Dudeftan  hundred,  now  called  Broxton  hwidred; 

Wamkuixfeftreau  hundred,  now  called  Nantwich 

hundred;  . 

Hamftan  hundred,  now  called  Macclesfield  hun<* 
dred, 

Rifeton  and  Roelay  hundreds,  now  compre* 
bended  in  £defl>ury  hundred. 

Bucldow  and  Tunendon  hundreds,  now  com- 
picheoded  in  Bucklow  hundred. 

Many  inort  towns  are  now  in  Chefhire  than  we 
find  in  Domefday-book ;  for  many  were  then  walVe, 
which  have  been  fince  improved  and  inhabited. 

The  method  I  propole  to  myfelf,  is,  to  take  the 
particular  townftiips  of  this  hundred  of  Bucklow 
in  order  according  to  the  alphabet,  to  the  end  I 
might  fpare  the  labour  of  an  index  or  table  \  and 
ib  oUerve  in  them  particularly  what  I  can  difco- 
▼cr  from  old  deeds  or  records,  concerning  the 
owners  of  thofe  places  fince  the  Norman  conoueft; 
adding  alfo  the  pedigrees  of  many  ot  the  better 
Ibrt  ok  the.gentry  in  this  hundred  (fo  many  as  my 
ieifure  will  permit  me  to  go  through,  and  for 
which  I  have  feen  good  deeds  and  records  proving 
the  lame),  placing  at  the  end  of  fuch  towns  where 

fuch 


iv  PREFACE. 

fuch  families  have  been  refpeftivdy  feated  in  an- 
cient times. 

..  And  >^  Speed  calls  our  County  Palatine  fif 
Cheiler^  The  Seed-plot  of  Gentility ;  aM  karncd 
Cambden,  in  his  Britannia^  ftyles  it»  The  m<^  fuN 
paffing  Nurfery  q£  ancient  Gentry  above  any  othei 
county  in  England;  fo  I  may  not  unfitly  c^lthit 
liundrcd  of  Bucklowy  The  prime  border  of  that 
Nurfery,  as  having  a  more  numerous  company  of 
gentry  herein,  propdrtionably  to  ita  con^aft^ 
than  any  other  hund^d  in  our  county. 

Concejcning  the  churches  and  chapels  of'  this 
hundred^  I  (hall  add  what  I  can  gather  concerning 
them  in  thofe  particular  towns  where  I  find  them 
fijtuated.  . 

^  Hidky,  in  his  View  of  the  Civil  and  EccWia- 
(iical  Law,  tells  us,  that  fonts,  in  the  primitive 
[im^'p.  were  not  in  the  churches,  but  the  cuftom 
of  thofe  elder  ages  was  to  baptize  in  rivers  and 
fountains;,  and  that  cuftom  being  diiicontinued 
through  perfecution,  fonts  were  er^ed  in  privant 
Itouies,,  and  in  more  peaceaJiile  ages  they  made  bold 
p  build  their  fonts  a  UctljQdiftai^cefrom  the  churchy 
^terwards  they  obtained  leave  to  fet  them  in  the 
church-porch,  at  laft  they  got  them  into  the  church. 
But  tlKij  were  not  at  firft  placed  in  every  church 
ijBmediately  -,  for  at  the  6m  they  were  found  only 
in  the  cathedral  church  where  the  biihop  refided  i 
and  though  ff^rvice  might  be  £|id  in  the  leflfer  min- 
fters  and  rural  churches,  yet  the  right  of  fepulturt 
and  baptifm  belonged  to  the  cathedral  churchy 
un}efs  it  were  in  cale  of  neceifity  \  and  it  was 
therefore  called  the  Mother-church,  becaufe  as 
people  in  their  mothers  womb  were  born  men^  fo 
m  the  fonts  of  baptifm,  as  in  thechurch'b  womhi 
they  v/ere  born  Chriftians.  In  fuccoeding  ages, 
when  it  was  found  that  the  mother-church  was  too 
far  diftAi>c  from  Ibme  viUagQs,.and  fo  fifuMed^  that 

in 
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in  the  winter  the  people  could  not  repair  ^ither^ 
confideradon  was  had  of  this  inconvenience,  and 
tbe  biihopjEook  occafion  hence  to  transfer  the  rites 
of  boptiim  and  fq)ulture  to  the  rural  churches^ 
and  this,  together  with  the  right  of  tithes,  made  k  n 
pariflirChiirch  of  that  kind  which  we  now  have. 
But  becaufe  alfo  in  many  parilhes  fome  familie* 
lived  b  remote  from  the  church,  that  thcy^  could 
not  conveniently  frequent  the  fame,  it  was  indulg- 
ed to  fuch,  that  they  might  build  a  private  oratcNry 
in  or  near  their  manfion-places,  referving  for  the 
wok  part  the  rites  of  baptifm  andiepulture  to  the 
pariflirdHirch ;  which,  in  refped  of  thefe  leStr 
oratories,  was  to  be  accounted  the  baptifmal  or 
aiotfaer«church.  It  was  alfo  provided,  that  thefe 
£imilks  (nowithftanding  their  grant  from  the  bifhop 
for  a  private  oratory)  fhould,  upon  more  folemii 
ieaft-days,  repair  to  their  parifh-church,  as  it  feems 
by  the  council  held  at  Agatha.  Thefe  private 
oratories  were  afoerwards  called  CapelUy  Chapels  ; 
and  thofe  that  did  exercife  in  them  the  miniiterial 
fun&ion,  were  called  CapcUani^  Chaplains.  Thus 
Ridley. 

None  might  of  right  build  oratories  without 
licence  from  the  bifhop,  at  leaft  none  might  ad>- 
minifter  divine  fervice  there  without  the  bifhop's 
ipecial  licence. 

Oratories  ere&ed  in  the  houfes  of  great  perfons, 
&r  the  ufe  of  a  private  family,  I  call  fuch  Domef- 
tick  Chapels. 

When  built  by  one,  or  feveral  perfons,  in  fome 
convenient  place,  for  the  ufe  of  feveral  families, 
or  of  a  townihip  or  townfhips,  not  having  liberty 
of  baptifm  or  burials,  I  call  fuch  Chapels  of  Eafe. 

When  built  by  a  more  numerous  multitude  of 
the  neighbourhood,  confifting  of  one  or  more  vil- 
lages, having  got  liberty  for  baptifm  and  burial, 
with  coofecration  thereof  by  the  bilhop,  and  fome- 

times 
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times  an  allowance  in  money  or  tithes  from  the 
modier-church,  I  call  fvtth  Parochial  Chapels; 
tor  thefe  have  all  the  ri«es  and  ceremonies  as  the 
mother-church  or  parifh^church  hath,  except  the 
tithes ;  fo  that  indeed  they  are  as  lefier  pariflier 
created  within  the  greater  for  the  benefit  of  the 
neighbourhood. 

As  to  the  confecration  of  churches,  we  find  the 
Jews  had  their  encania^  or  feafts  of  dedication  of 
their  temple.  John  x.  rcr.  22.  I.  Mac.  cap.  ir; 
ver.  59- 

But  there  was  no  dedication  of  bur  Chrifthw 
ehurches  tx>  faints,  until  pmying  to  faints  was  in 
life ;  and  after  churches  began  to  be  dedicated*  tO: 
faints,  their  dedication  feara  were  ufually  kept  OHi 
that  day,  which  was  the  fcaft-day  appointed  in  the^ 
kalendar  for  commemoration  of  that  faint,  to 
whom  fuch  church  was  particularly  dedicated. 
This  tirte  was  called  with  us.  The  Wafces,  fronf 
waking,  as  the  Latin  word  vigiHa^  a  vigilandoj  bei' 
caufe  at  fuch  times  the  people  prayed  moft  of  the 
night  before  fuch  feaft-day  in  the  churchw.  And 
though  the  primitive  cuftom  herein  was  facred,  yet 
how  It  was  abufed  in  the  reign  of  king  Edgar,  amip 
Ddw.  967»  or  thereabouts,  appears  by  the  canons  of 
the  church  in  his  reign^  Num.  28.  *•  We  inftruftj 
that  in  the  feafts  of  the  dedication  of  churches,  all 
Mrfons  ihall  demean  themfelves  modeftly,  ap^ly 
aili^ntly  to  prayer,  and  abflain  from  drarikennel^^ 
Md  ^icbauchcry."  And  at  laft  it  turned  to  feaft-^ 
iog  aiKl  merriment  of  nei^bours* 

riow  invocation  of  faints  for  three  hundred  jcari 
Wttr  CKrift  cannot  be  found  among  any  or  xhA 
liihcis  I  none  did  teach  invocation  of  faints^  fSH;^ 
1^  rhetorical  exprefllons,  and  poetical  fancies,  Kkc 
iiivv<4«fti^  oi  the  M ufes,  Bafil,  Nyflhi,  and  Na- 

^m^\  h«i  kd  Che  way. 
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CHAP.    I. 
0/*/^^  Romans  /«  Cheshire. 

THIS  chapter  I  (hall  divide  into  four  parts, 
or  fc6tions  ;  the  firft  whereof  fhall  rt  lau- 
the  names  of  thofe  Britons  that  inhabited 
thcfc  coafts  under  their  dominion  •,  the  Iccond 
Ihall  mention  the  cities  •,  the  third  the  rivers  -,  and 
the  fourth  the  high-ways  of  note,  remenibercd  by 
ancient  authors  in  that  region. 

1.  The  names  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  ^vt•rt, 
the  Cornavii,  Devani,  Cangi.  Ptolemy,  in  hi^; 
Geography,  lib.  ii.  cJi.  3.  alter  having  treated  of 
the  Ordevices,  the  flout  inhabitants  of  North- 
Wales,  Ipcaks  thus  of  the  Cornavii ;    I'hc  Cor* 

r.avii 
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navii  lie  eaft  of  thcfe,  whofe  cities  are  Devana^ 
^nd  Legion  xx.  called  Vidrix,  is  llationed  tliere. 
Thcfe  people  inhabited  alfo  the  neighbouring  coun- 
ties fouth  and  fouth-eaft  of  Chelhire.     This  xx. 
legion  was  raifed  by  Auguftus  CaEfatj  as  Dion 
Caflius  relates  in  his  55th  book  of  the  Roman 
hillory.  They  were  placed  firft  of  ^11  in  Gallia  Bel- 
gica  (now  Low-Germany),  and  from  thence,  by 
the  command  of  the  emperor  Claudius,    tranl- 
portcd  into  Britain,  under  the  conduit  of  Aulus 
Plautius,  in  the  vulgar  year  of  Chrift  43,  whom 
the  emperor  himfelf  followed  the  very  fame  year, 
as  Dion  tellifies  ;  which  he  confirms  by  that  eclipfe 
therein  famous,  that  it  happened  on^  Claudius's 
birth-day,  two  years  after,  when  Marcus  Viiii- 
cius,  the  lecond  time,  and  Statilius  Corvinus,  were 
confuls,  in  the  vulgar  year  of  Chrift  45  ;  the  fun 
being  darkened  about  five  digits  the  jirft  day  of 
Auguft,   in  the  fixth  degree  of  ^he  Lion.     But 
what  time  this  legion  was  fettled  in  thefe  quarters 
is  fomewhat  difficult  punftually  to  defign ;  yet, 
if  I  may  conjefture  their  plantation  in  that  place 
(fince  called  Chefter,  from  their  camps)  to  have 
been  in  the  year  when  Caslbnius  Paetus  and  Pe- 
tronius  Turpilianus  were  confuls,  under  the  reign 
of  Nero,  and  in  the  vulgar  year  of  Chrift  61,    I 
think  I  ftiould  very  little  cfcape  the  troth,  it  being 
the  very  fame  time  when  Suetonius  Paulinus  at- 
tempted the  conqucft  of  Anglefea.     To  accom- 
modate this  conjefture  with  further  probability  of 
truth,  we  find,  when  Galb^  being  emperor,  but 
eight  years  after  (in  the  69th  year  of  Chrift),  drew 
up  a  fcheme  of  all  the  33  legions  of  the  .empire 
then  in  being ;  that  the  xx.  legion,  called  Valeria 
Viftrix,  was  th^n  fixed  in  Britain,  if  we  may  cre- 
dit the  induftrious  enquiry  of  Onuphrius,  in  his 
defcription  of  the  Roman  empire,  page  392,  edit, 
Francof.     They  continued  w  this  ftation  when 

M.  Aurel. 
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M.  Auid.  Alexander  was  emperor,  ann.  Chrifli 
223  i  and  alfo  when  Conftanune  the  Great  had 
newly  built  Conftancinople,  and  contrived  the  de* 
I'cripcion  of  both  the  eaft  and  weft  empires.  We 
read  of  this  legion  ftill  remaining  in  its  old  fitua- 
tion  in  the  cenfual  book  of  the  emperor,  in  the 
vulgar  year  of  Chrift  330.  But  Conftantine  lay- 
i^S  g^^t  ftrefs  on  the  fervice  of  his  countrymen, 
tranlported  a  great  army  out  of  Britain,  and  whe- 
ther or  not  all  or  any  of  this  legion,  we  have  not 
yet  certainly  learned.  Others  alfo  tranfported  many 
forces  out  of  this  province  into  foreign  countries. 
Some 'very  early,  as  Vefpafian,  who  had  20,000 
BritonsSmder  his  conunand  at  the  facking  of  Je- 
rufalem  -,  as  fays  Richard  Broughton,  in  his  Ecdef. 
Hift.  p.  166.  edit,  at  Douay,  out  of  a  Jewilh 
author.  Others  alfo  in  after  ages,  as  Clodius  Al- 
binus,  and  the  captains  under  Thoodofius  and  Ho- 
norius,  tranfported  many  forces  out  of  this  pro- 
vince into  foreign  countries.  But  laft  of  all,  in 
the  declenfion  of  the  empire,  unhappy  Valentinian 
III.  carried  away  all  the  Britifh  forces  then  in 
arms,  about  the  time  of  ^tius's  fecond  con- 
fulihip,  being  then  prefident  of  Gallia,  in  the  year 
of  Chrift  437  i  fo  that  moft  probably  long  betore, 
but  moft  certainly  at  this  time,  all  thefe  valiant 
foldiers  of  the  garrifon  of  Chefter  were  utterly 
gone,  and  the  place  inhabited  and  defended  by  the 
Britons  themfelves,  fo  long  as  they  could  hold  up 
againft  their  potent  invaders  in  fucceeding  ages. 
Now,  befides  the  teftimony  of  very  ancient  authors, 
for  this  20th  legion's  Quarters,  in  the  Marches  of 
Wales,  and  particularly  in  this  city,  the  Roman 
coins,  and  infcriptions  on  ftone,  and  Britifti  bricks, 
do  abundantly  teftify.  I  fuppofc  alfo,  that  fome 
imall  parties  might  lie  in  other  towns,  as  particu- 
larly at  Caerhean,  i.  e.  the  old  town,  and  the  true 
Vol.  I.  K  k  k  Conovium 


( 
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Conovium  of  the  Romans,  in  the  county  of  Car- 
narvon, where  I  have  fcen  bricks  of  a  foot  and  a 
half  f^uare,  with  this  infcription,  LEG,  XX.  V. 
i.  c.  Viftrix.  Yea,  I  have  in  digging  up  part  of 
one  of  the  Roman  hypocaufts  in  that  place,  found 
other  bricks  of  the  fame  quality,  infcribcd  with 
this  figure. 


which  is  the  rude  draught  of  two  conjoined  fer- 
pents,  noting  the  union  of  princes  ^  as  PanciroU 
lus  in  his  comment  on  the  notices  of  the  empire 
expounds  it  (as  he  thinks  truly)  out  of  Pierius..  ' 

The  Devani  are  a  people  only  mentioned  ^for 
what  I  have  feen)  in  modern  authors,  the  nam^ 
importing  only  the  inhabitants  in  or  near  the 
city,  and  river  Dee.  As  particularly  Humphrey 
Lloid,  in  thefe  words :  Devani  Jive  Ceftrenfes  funt 
babitanies  frope  ftuvium  Deam^  ubi  alia  civitas  ejt 
Romanarum  numumentis  cekberrima^  (sfc. 

The  Cangi  arc  mentioned  by  Ptolemy  in  the 
chapter  before-cited,  who  places  Seteia  and  Tri- 
fblia  in  thefe  coafts.  Doftor  Powel,  in  his  notes 
upon  Giraldus*8  Itiner,  Camb.  lib.  ii.  ch.  la. 
places  the  promontory  of  the  Gangani  where  is 
now  Ormeiby  Point ;  near  which  is  the  caftle  of 
Diganwey  (over  againft  Aber-conway),  in  Den- 
bighfhire,  which  Hugh  earl  of  Chefter  fubdued  ; 
which,  with  fubmiflion,  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  very 
fame  people  treated  of  by  tlie  grave  hiftorian  Ta- 
citus, while  he  difcourfes  of  P.  Oftorius,  in  the 
X2th  book  of  his  annals,  in  thefe  words  :  deterum 
elade  Icenorum  compojiti^  qui  bellum  inter  fc?  pacem 
dtibiSaboHt^  &f  duhus  in  Cangos  exercitus,  vajiant 
cgros^  prada  pajjim  aEia  \  non  aujis  aciem  hojlibus^ 
vel  fi  ex  eccuUo  carpere  agmen  ientarent^  pmito  dolo. 

Jamque 
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Jamqui  vtntum  baud  pr^cul  fnuri^  quod  Hibimiam 
infuUum  afpeBat^  cum  ort^  apud'  Brigantes  difcordi^ 
retraxire  ducem^  Gf^.  The  Notices  alfo  of  the  Em- 
pire feem  to  hint  at  thefe  very  people,  when  thejr 
tell  usy  that  under  the  duke. of  Britain  there  w^s 
Pr^feSus  numeri  vigslum  Ctmcangios.  Now,  feeii^ 
that  the  learned  Mr.  Cambden  tells  us  of  pieces 
of  lead  dug  up  about  the  fliore  near  Runcorn, 
Haulton,  and  Rock-lavage,  with  this  infcription, 
IMP.  DOMIT.  AUG.  GER.  DE  CEANG. 
why  Ihould  we  doubt  any  furdier,  but  that  about 
thcfe  reeky  and  fteep  promontories  Ptolemy's  Can- 
gani  had  their  feat.  Nay,  what  if  Conghill  in 
the  hundred  of  Broxton,  and  Con^leton  in  the 
hundred  of  Northwich  (which  was  tor  certain  an 
old  Roman  (tation),  Ihould  have  foiiiewhat  of  the 
Cangi  couched  in  their  names.  Poffibly,  they 
might  ftretch  themfelves  through  Lancaftiire,  and 
the  fouth  part  of  Weftmorland,  where  Cangdale, 
or  Kendal,  and  Kangfands,  now  Kenfands,  may 
in  Ibme  mcafure  retain  the  rubbifh  of  their  memo- 
ry. However,  let  the  judicious  antiquarians  be 
picafed  to  accept  of  my  conjefturcs,  to  ftir  up 
their  induftry  m  the  fearch  of  their  more  exact 
fituation.  The  Roman  towns  of  note  within  this 
county  I  find  but  two  -,  the  firft  Chefter,  which 
Ptolemy  places  in  the  latitude  of  55  degrees, 
Deouna,  or  Devana,  from  the  river  Deva,  or  Dee, 
on  which  it  is  placed.  Antonine,  in  his  Itinera- 
ry, mentions  this  city  under  the  name  of  Deva 
twice ;  firft,  in  his  journey  from  the  Pift*s  Wall 
to  Richborow  in  Kent,  whereby  it  fcems  the 
Roman  highways  wound  about  in  a  crooked  line, 
as  their  fortreffes  and  ftations  lay  moft  convenient 
for  curbing  their  enflavcd  provinces.  Between 
Condate  and  Deva  (fays  Antonine,  where  the  xx. 
and  conquering  legion  lay)  there  intercede  twenty 
miles  J  let  my  countrymen  judge  of  the  diftance, 
K  k  k  2  wliether 
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whether  it  be  not  much  about  the  fame  fpace, 
only  conlidering  the  difference  between  Italian  and 
Englifh  miles.  The  ftcond  time  we  read  of  it 
is  in  the  journey  from  Segoncium,  or  Llan- 
beblifiy  in  Caernarvonfliife  in  Wales,  to  Chefter, 
thus: 

Segoncium  Ua^Aeblin^  in  Caernarvenjhirej 

Cimcvium  Caerbaen^  in  Caernarvonfiire^ 

19. 
Vans  Pot-vary^  in  FUntJbire^ 

32. 
Deva  Cbefter. 
For  the  antiquity  of  this  city,  that  it  was  ex- 
tant before  the  Roman  Conquelt,  let  the  admirers 
of  honeft  Gcoffry  of  Monmouth,  of  Ralph  Hig- 
den,  and  Henry  Bradfhaw,  plcalc  their  warm  con- 
ceits,   and  wreftle  with   the  memory  of  fturdy 
giants,  on  condition  they  will  but  fuffer  others  to 
boall  of  its  foundation  by  the  noble  Romans.  The 
pircife  time  is  hard  to  fix,  but  if  you  will  hearken 
tv>  Leland,  in  his  Commentary  on  the  Cantio  Gyg- 
nca«  and  the  learned  Selden,  in  his  notes  on  the 
tenth   fong  of  Drayton's   Polyolbion,    fpeaking 
thtoogh  one  quill,    they  will  tell  you,    that  it 
*'Vrung  from  the  tents  of  the  Roman  legions,  in 
t^v  tuxKr  of  Vefpafian  (after  emperor),  when  he 
CJU^HT  over  with  Claudius  into  Britain,  and  per- 
Vi'^W.  nn^ft  noble  exploits  in  this  land,  and  was 
'tV<^*«'  ^^  ^^^  -o^f^  legion  out  of  Low  Germany, 
^*  .  Hr  tivour  of  Narciffus,  who  had  obtained  this 
•  viiO^  ror  him  of  Claudius.     This  fell  out  in 
X    <*4f  bctiwr-mentioned,  as  by  comparing  Dion 
^v 'w3s    Vacuus,   and  Suetonius  together,   may 
«^;»T  4is'r^^  appear-,  fo  that  from  what  I  f}K>ke 
^^.*  ^^igKvaing  this  legion's  cncamjjing,  if  we 
'•^u.c  :fti^  VTC  cpocha  ot  Chcfter's  nativity  at  the 
.iC*^    <i«  X  Chrift  61,  it  wants  at  this  time  but 
^  five 
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five  years  of  being  1600  years  old,  which  I  think 
is  a  gallant  age,  tl'pecially  feeing  fhe  breaks  but 
little,  and  holds  her  complexion  lb  bravely.  The 
unhappy  bumins  of  Fon^ate-ilreet  in  the  late  un- 
civil wars,  and  mf  ihalkrimeis  of  the  river's  chan- 
nel, threatening  the  confumption  of  her  radical 
moifturB,  have  plowed  her  beautifiil  forehead 
with  a  few  prefaginj^  wrinkles  of  mortality. 

The  Romans  reudence  in  great  numbers  and 
plenty,  their  arched  vaults,  and  iWeating-houfes, 
their  urns,  coins,  and  teflelated  pavements  do 
abundantly  witnefs.  I  have  heard  it  from  a  fcholar, 
reflding  in  the  city,  when  I  was  there,  in  the  year 
1653,  that  there  was  a  texr^le-dedicated  to  Apollo 
in  old  time,  in  a  place  adjoining  to  the  cathedral 
church,  by  the  conftant  tradition  of  the  learned. 
But  I  leave  that  in  iivs0*  The  imprefs  upon 
die  reverie  of  Septimus  Geta's  coin,  declares  it 
without  difpute  a  Roman  colony,  and  one  of  the 
four  in  Britain,  COL.  DIVANA.  LEG.  XX. 
Vidrix,  mentioned  by  the  learned  Cambden.  I 
have  read  alfo  of  an  ancient  Britifh  infcription, 
wherein  Colonia  Vifhicenfis  ieems  to  import,  that 
it  was  colonized  by  the  20th  legion. 

All  that  I  ihall  add  nK>re  is,  the  various  opi* 
nions  of  feveral  authors  concerning  its  latitude  and 
longitude.  I  wonder  little  at  their  variety,  when 
as  the  longitudes  are  poflibly  reckoned  from  diffe- 
rent meridians,  and  the  latitudes  performed  by 
weak  artiits,  and  taken  by  the  authors  upon  truft. 


in  his  Geogr.  1.  ii.  c.  3. 

in  his  Tbcat.  of  Brit.  1.  i,  c.  37. 

in  hib  dc  Globis. 

iin  hit  Valc-RoyaU,  p.  16  and 

of  London,  In  Harmon.  Cotlefie. 
of  London,  in  his  BricUh  Tables. 
In  hit  Britannia. 


Win. 
Shakcriy. 


Latitude. 

Longitudf. 

dcg.  min. 

deg.    niin. 

55      ; 

18          40 

53       5« 

17           18 

53       5<> 

11           30 

53       »4 

17          29 

53        30 

17           30 

53       «> 

1 1  m.  weft 

53       »^ 

10  m*  weA 

53       " 

%o          X3 

Of 
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Ot  all  thele,  I  prefer  Shakerley*s  for  the  trued, 
whj  being  an  exadl  arcift,  and  a  near  neighbour 
in  Lancaihireof  late  years  (though  fmce  gone  in- 
to Ana},  performed  it  by  his  own  obfervation, 
as  he  in  that  book  profellcs,  by  affixing  lo  it  a 
ujublc  aitcriik. 

The  iecond  town  of  note  for  th^  Roman  re- 
fuiciKe  was  Condate,  now  Congleton,  in  the 
noiih-eafc  angle  of  tiie  hundred  of  Northwich, 
K'jicd  on  the  river  Dane,  mentioned  twice  by  An- 
ii>ninc  :  tirll,  in  ciie  journey  to  Richborow,  bcfore- 
iiial;  and  next,  in  the  journey  between  a  town 
ciuc  once  Hood  on  VVentfbcck,  in  Northumber- 
land to  Llanvellin,  in  Montgomeryfhire  -,  I  will 
only  recite  the  town  betbre  and  atcer,  in  diefe 
w\)ids  : 

Mancunium.  Manchefter,  in   Lancafliirr,    called 
X  V  u  1.         Mamucium,  in  the  fonr.cr  journey, 
but  with  the  fame  dillancc  o1  miles. 
woiuUto.         Congleton,  in  Chcfnire- 
wiu. 
Mv\!wUnum.  Llanvellin,  in  Montgomer)fliire. 

;  i.Mc,  being  dciticuteof  any  further  miimation 

■     t-.  aiuiijuiiy,  I  fliall  entreat  all  the   ing<»nious 

V  5;,ai?\>ur*  CO  improve  their  knowledge  by  fearch 

..  aiii>   and   coins,  and   the  like  tellimonics  of 

H  « -ait  leudiMice,  which  doubtlefs  it  either  hath 

Kw  vv»  cr  will  Uiiricicntly,  to  thofc  that  wiil  be 

X  v\^5J?v.^  Julable  pains,  and  fmall  coft  of  cx- 

,  -«.  i^  wv  jLiKJent  dull  and  rubbilli. 

•  V.  ••o  rivk-rs  mentioned  by  any  of  the  an- 

*^    .*,..    i*:i*Umy,    who   mentions   two,  both 

,^   ,^u^s  on  the  well-fide  of  the   illand, 

-^ .    '•v^    th\'    Irifli,    or    Vergivian    ocean, 

,,  ^.  ^  A^uuptly,  as  moft  of  his  copies  are, 

w  I'^d  longitude,  which  might  pro- 

.  <  ^iwrance  or  negligence  of  the 

,  ^     *>X  r.irtiy  from  his  own  diftance, 

taking 


flWi^r  die;-[tfe^^     ^.  BritKin  ^spin^  truii.    I 

CMJfejMJii  this  point.  ,llorido<ao«t|ii»iB  FcofanUp 
luch.  s Sook i^who.waiLlojNbninible a mathanaa. 
cian)  as  tt  apnn  dii^i^rait  tongitudes  and  latitudes 
ID  tbggSie^^hiisti'wifapp^ag  titdiitb  be  cor- 
net to  BMOtiqWrtbe  fiwae  risers  twice.  Wheiv- 
loRi  I tfi^pjgfeclMC teei^ muA be-^ fallof  the 
imr  VkAf,'  to  callcairom  id  being  tlie  boundarjr 

Pdm  ^mtimmm^  Juuring  itt  outlet  into  tiic  ibL^ 
w beodkd  Sheh^r ^imA  if  mockft  tambd^ 

Ltti»Aiie;  to  be  tlW  ^1  of  PcdfeMy^v  ^l^f 
mxf  we  not^  if  his  foundation  be  good,  as  cur^ 
rendj  affinn-  that  riyer  which  falls  thence  into  th€ 
Keoftndi  to  be  Seteis. 

4*  I  fliaUi  inr  a  word,  run  orer  the  highways^ 
and  come  to  a  dofure  of  this  chapter,  i;  The 
famous  mifitary  wqr  of  the  Romana,  called  Wat^^ 
fing-ftrcet^  went  through  part  of  this  counoy,  as 
Hem  Huntington  exprefly  teftifies,  teUing  ua^ 
dm;  it  led  4  Dfr^kermi  in  CeJMm$.  Howevefi 
it  is  improbable,  that  it  continued  its  name  hither^ 
to ;  but  that  the  old  Roman  way  from  London  in«> 
to  the  North  wheeled  about  by  Chefter,  ia  cer- 
tainly determined  but  of  Antonine's  Itinerary.  A 
fecond  highway  crofled  the  country,  in  a  fouth* 
weft  tracl^  from  Mrachefter  into  Montgomery- 
ihire.  A  third  vrcnr  from  Chcftcr  irfto  Anglefeys 
A  fbtn'di  from  Chefter  to  Bangor,  the  old  Bonium^ 
corruptly  fioviurn,  in  Antoniiie.  The  fifth  from 
Northwich  to  Middlewich,  according  to  the  opi« 
nioo  0^  worthy  -Cambden^  having  obferyed-  avifi- 

ble 
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ble  highway,  caft  \ip  in  the  Roman  manner  ;  from 
whence  much  gravel  is  frequently  fetched  for  pri- 
vate ufes,  there  being  none  near,  befides  this,  in 
ail  the  country  round  about. 

C    H    A    P       II. 

Treating  of  the  Kings^  Dukes^  and  Earls  of 
M£rcia;  with  the  tarticular  Earls  of 
Chester,  difpofedin  their  exaSl  times.   . 

THE  kings,  &c.  of  Mcrcia,  were  rulers  of 
this  province  and  city  of  Chefter,  in  former 
days  ;  and  therefore  we  have  dtfigned  this  tjadt 
concerning  them.  But  (hall  not  in  this  chapter 
enlarge  much  in  any  long  difcourfe  of  their  aftions; 
but  refer  the  diligent  reader  unto  the  many  bcoks^^ 
wherein  their  exploits  are  defcribed.  My  main 
defign  is,  by  chronological  characters,  to  fix  the 
rile  and  period  of  the  Mercian  monarchy,  toge- 
ther with  the  true  time  of  each  king's  attainment 
of  the  royal  fcepter,  fo  far  forth,  as  the  com- 
paring of  moft,  if  not  all,  the  ancient  and  mo- 
dern writers  extant  on  this  fubjed  will  give  light  | 
who  are  generally  fo  full  of  abfurd  contradidtions, 
and  anachronifnis,  that  I  almoft  defpaired  to  at- 
tain my  oropofed  end.  But  confidering,  tHat  all 
our  monkiih  writers,  more  fkilful  in  the  num- 
bering of  beads,  than  years,  did,  uno  tramite^ 
follow  the  Dionyfian  account  (a  thing  diligently 
to  be  attended  to  in  the  reading  of  our  monaftical 
writers),  I  hope  to  extricate  myfelf  out  of  thefe 
difficulties,  by  treating  a  little  of  it,  before  I  be* 
gin  with  the  reigns  of  the  kings  of  Mercia.  Ro- 
bert 
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ixrrt  of  Lorrain,  the  28th  bifliop  of  Hereford,  in 
h:s  cpicome  or  Marianus's  Chronicle,  at  the  year 
of  Cnrift  532,  recites  thefe  words,  Dominus  nofter 
Jij'ds  Cbrijius^   8  CaUndis  Aprilis  Lund  17,  a  mor- 
uis  refurrexUy  anno  1 8  imperii  Tiberii  Cslaris  y?- 
L'undum  EvMigelium  Joliannis  *,  boc  eft  in  an.  1 2   Tn^ 
iarnaiionis  fecundum   Dionyfium.      Now,    on  the 
comnmon  fuppofition  of  our  Lord's  attaining  but 
the  34th  year  current  of  his  age  before  his  paffion ; 
\1  we  fubrrad  12  from  34,  there  remain  Z2  years, 
wherein  the  Dionyfian  account  falls  ihort  of  truth. 
For  the  confirmation  of  this  teftimony.  the  learned 
may  confult  William  of  Malmfbury,  de  Gejlis  Pon- 
tificum^   1.  iv.  in  the  fe&ion  about  the  bifhops  of 
Hereford  ^  Matthew  of  Weftminfter,  9nd  Florence 
of  Worcefter^  together  lyich  the  learned  Selden 
on  Drayton's  4th  fong.     But  referring  this  to  be 
proved  more  at  large  in  its  proper  place,  when  I 
treat  about  the  Saxons  arrival  into  our  land,  de- 
mmftrating  tlieir  entrance  to  have  been  in  the  vul* 
gar  year  of  Chrill  428.     As  Sir  John  Price,  in 
his  defence  of  the   Britilh  hiftory,  fays,  that  the 
Saxons  came  into  this  land,  l^auro  Cf?  Felice  Cofs. 
P^-  I  '9t     N^^v  ^h^y  ^^*^  confuls  A.  Chrifti  428, 
and  not  21  years  and  a  quarter,  or  22  years  cur- 
rent after,  viz,  in  the  end  of  449,  or  in  the  be- 
ginning of  456,  as  our  old  authors'ufually  fix  it  \ 
whereby  great  and  knotty  difficulties  have  tied  up 
the  hillory  of  the  Saxon  dominion  in  this  ifland : 
I  (hall  only  prcmife  at  prefent,  that  the  firft  who 
arrived  to  royal  dignity  in  Mercia,   being  Crida 
(the  I J  th  in  a  direct  line  from  Woden,  as  Florence, 
like  a  Welfti  gencalogift,  derives  him,  whole  line  to 
Adam,  you  may  trace  as  truly  in  Matthew  Weft- 
minftcr),    began   to   fet   up    this    kingdom,    as 
ancient  authors  relate,   anno  Cbrijli  5S2,  and  cut 
of  them  Selden,  and  Boxhu)rnius,  in  his  Univer- 
fal  Hiftory;  whom  our  modern  Speed  in  his  Chro- 
VoL.  I.  I-  I  1  nick. 
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nicle,  Ifaaclbn  in  his  Chronology,  and  Heylin  in 
his  Geography,  do  all  follow.  So  then,  if  from 
582  wc  fubtrad  22  years  of  the  corrupted  Dio- 
nyfian  account,  there  remain  560,  for  the  exaft 
time  of  the  commencement  of  the  Mercian  king- 
dom in  Crida.  With  which  time  there  falls  out  a 
marvellous  harmony  in  the  reigns  of  the  fucceffivc 
kinp,  much  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  all  inquirers  in- 
to the  confufions  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy.  I  know 
Matthew  Weftminfter  puts  down  585.  Others, 
522.  Others,  different  times  for  its  beginning;  but' 
all  corruptly  enough ;  whereas,  with  our  prcfent 
computation,  the  Ecdefiallical  Hiftory,  under  the 
name  of  Harpsfield,  doth  almoftexadly  concur^ 
laying  the  beginning  of  Crida's  reign,  anno  Dom. 
561,  and  yet  but  with  a  circiter  or  thereabouts^ 
in  the  twenty  firft  chapter  of  his  feventh  centenary  1 
as  not  being  certain  of  his  hitting  the  mark  pre* 
cifely,  though  very  near  it.  This  time  we  Ihall 
take  then,  as  the  radix  of  the  Mercian  fovereignty ; 
and  from  thence  compute  the  fucceffions  of  its 
Tulcrs. 

SECT.       I. 

Of  the   Mercian   Kings. 

1.  /^RIDA,  who  had  his  palace  firft  at  Dorchef- 
V>l  ter  in  Oxfordftiire,  and  afterwards  at  Lin- 
coln, as  Florilegus  tcftifies,  reigned  twenty-five 
iears,  as  the  author  of  the  Vale-Royal  preceding, 
y  good  hap,  had  learned  out  of  HoUingftiead  and 
pthers.  This  king  did  little  abroad  ;  but  at  hom« 
laid  the  ftrong  foundations  of  this  kingdonv,  and 
left  it  to  his  fon  in  a  handfome  frame  fitted  for 
augmentation  and  ornament. 

^.  Wibbji, 
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2.  Wibba,  the  fon  of  Crida,  began  his  reign 
is  the  year  595.  He  is  called  Wipha,  and  Wip- 
pa,  by  H.  Huntington;  who,  having  enlarged 
his  dominions  upon  his  neighbouring  Britons,  af- 
ter his  twenty  years  reign,  he  furrendered  up  his 
fccptcr  to  death. 

This  king's  reign  is  famous  for  the  notable  bat- 
tles of  Ethelfrid  the  Wild,  king  of  Northumber- 
land \  but  elpeciaily  for  that  notorious  flaughter 
of  the  monks  of  Bangor,  about  one  thoufand  two 
hundred  at  leaft,  which  happened  in  the  year  604, 
which    I  prove  thus:   H.  Huntington  tells  us, 
diat  king  Ethelfrid  fought  againfl:  the  Britons  at 
Caerlegion,  in  the  ninth  year  of  Ceolulfe,  king  of 
the  Wcft-Saxons^and  that  the  feventh  year  of  Geol- 
ulfe,  was  the  firft  year  of  Phocas  the  emperor. 
But  the  firft  year  of"  Phocas  was  602  ;  therefore, 
it  muft  needs  follow,  that  this  butchery  was  com- 
niittcd  in  the  year  604,  I  know  fome  caft  it  603, 
as  Matthew  Weftm.  and  others  the  year  607,  as 
the  Saxon  Annals.     Others  613,  as  bifhop  Uftier 
in   his  Index  Chron.    but  all  without  any  fix- 
ing charafter.     For  further  confirmation  of  this 
:  ne,    the  Saxon   copy  of  Bede's  Ecclef.  Hift. 
affures,  that  by  and  by  after  this  fad  accident,  Au- 
eiiftin  ordained  two  bifhops,  where  the  Latin  co- 
py  fupplies  the  year  604.     The  reafon  why  I  have 
bcx-n  lb  careful  to  fix  this  time,  is,  becaufe  our  no- 
ble city  of  Chefter,  having  been  all  the  while 
fince  the  Romans  departure  in  the  hands  of  the  Bri- 
tons, was  now  wrefted  out  of  their  power,   and 
fell  into  the  pofleflion  of  the  king  of  Northumber- 
land, from  the  time  of  this  his  viftory,  as  Malmf- 
bury  witneiTes. 

But  this  cruel  king  was  foon  ftopped  in  his  fu- 
rious courfe,  by  the  joint  union  of  the  Britifh  forces 
that  very  fame  year  (as  the  learned  knight  Sir 
Henry  Spelman  hath  recorded),  under  the  con- 
L  1  U  dud 
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duft  of  Blcdcrick  duke  of  Cornwall,  Margaduc 
duke  of  South-Walcs,  and  Cadwin  duke  of 
North- Wales,  who  having  bid  him  battle,  over- 
threw him,  dangeroufly  wounded  the  king  him- 
fdlf^  (lew  ten  thoufand  and  fixty  of  his  ioldiers, 
and  after^forced  him  by  articles  of  compoft- 
tion,  to  retire  into  his  own  countr}%  north  of 
Trent,  and  leave  the  dominion  of  Wales  to  tht 
IJritifh  fcepter.  In  the  chief  city  whereof,  being 
Cheftef,  now  recovered,  they  crowned  valiant. 
Cadwan  for  their  king. 

3.  Georlus,  the  fon  of  Kinemund,  the  brother 
of  Wibba,  began  his  reign  in  the  year  615,  and 
is  called  Cherlus  by  Huntington  *,  and  according 
to  the  general  confent  oi  hiftorians  he  reigned  ten 
years.  In  this  king's  reign  was  the  famous  battle 
at  Idleton,  a  little  village  upon  the  riv.cr  Idle, 
a;bout  a  mile  fouth  of  Retford,  in  the  divifion  of 
Southclay,  in  Nottinghamfhire^  wherein  Ethelfrid, 
the  furious  king  of  Northumberland,  the  great 
affli£ter  of  Chcfter,  and  the  Britons,  was  flain  by  Red- 
wald,  the  king  of  the  Eaft- Angles,  in  the  year  617, 
as  Matth.  Weftm.  and  bilhop  Ufher  in  his  Index 
Chron.  places  it  5  though  Florence,  Cambden, 
and  others  put  it  616,  which  I  leave  for  reftifi- 
cation  to  the  Saxon  hiilory. 

4.  Penda,  the  flout  fon  of  Wibba,  began  his 
reign  in  the  year  625.  For  the  beginning  where- 
of, that  we  may  obtain  the  exoft  time,  Hunting, 
ton  tells  us,  that  it  was  coincident  with  the  fix- 
teenth  year  of  Kinigilfus,  king  of  the  Wtft-Sax- 
ons.  In  the  fixth  year  of  whofe  reign  he  tells  us, 
that  Ethelbert,  king  of  Kent,  died :  but  he  died 
in  the  year  616,  and  6  Kal.  Marcb^  that  is  Fe- 
bruary 24^  to  which,  if  we  add  nine  years  cur- 
rent, it  makes  625,  February  24 ;  fo  that  in 
the  fixteenth  year  of  Kinigilfus,   that  is  the  year 

625* 


.    /aF%ENGLANa  445^ 

615^  ibout  the  middle  thereof,  thii  king  Peada 
bqjfhim  itign.  The  epitome  of  Bede*s  hiftoiy 
mn,  that  he  was  (lain  in  the  year  6^5^  being  nine 
jaa$  before  the  famous  ecli|)ie  in  the  year 
(»64,Mav  lit,  cloie  by  Kerftal^bbey,  near  Leeds 
inYorklhiit^  in  Win«^field«  According  to  the 
% iag  ^  HuQtington :  Jk  'Whtwad  mnne  vitiiM- 
mA^€4eiii  Am^  Thiseclipfe  wfeis  celebrated 
ift  the  year  .664^  May  the  ift.  The  fun  in  the 
Ainemck  of  Taurus  being  darkened  i^bove^le- 
len  digiti,  on  Wedndday  aitemoon :  In  which  very- 

K,  viz.  .655,  Ethelwerdus  notes  Che  death  of 
iatofallouti  fnom .which,  fubtra£litig'thirty 
fcm,^  the  cor^sht  coaient  of  all  writers,,  for 
tbe  tenon  of  hia  rei^  there  remain  625  for  its 
htgnning.  t  his  king  was  a  notable  walr^or,  as 
tilde  memorable  piifSgsii  do  amply  teftify  in  the 
yearSag.  He  warred  againftKinigilfus,  king  of  the 
Weft-Saxons,  acCirencefter,  in  Glouceihrrfhire,and 
compelled  him  to  a  compoficion  in  the  year  63^j, 
Oftober  12.  He  flew  the  famous  Edwin,  king 
rf  Northumberland,  at  Hethficld,  or  Hatfield- 
chice,  in  Strasforth-Wappcntake,  in  the  Weft^ 
riding  of  Yorkfeirc,  in  the  year  6^5*  He  befieg- 
cd  and  burnt  the  city  of  Bebbanburg,  now  the 
ruinated  caftie  c^Bamburgh,  in  Northumberland.  . 
The  fame  year  he  received  a  notable  overthrow  by 
Ofwald,  king  of  Northumberland,  at  Havenficlcl, 
now  Halydon,  or  Holydown,  in  the  fame  coun- 
ty. In  the  year  636,  he  flew  Erpenwald,  alias 
Carpwald,  alias  Eorpwald,  king  of  the  Eaft:-Angles. 
In  the  year  638,  he  flew  Sigel^rt  king  of  the  fame 
province. — ^In  the  year  642,  he  flew  Ofwald,  the 
nicA  Chriftian  king  of  Northumberland,  Auguft 
tic  5ih,  at  Mafcr-field,  now  Ofwald-llreet,  or 
Ofweftry  (from  that  fatal  accident),  in  Shroplhire. 
The  fame  year  alfo  he  flew  Egrick,  king  of  Eaft- 
ilngles ;  as  by  computation  of  the  years  of  his    ^ 

rciga 
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reign  may  apptcir  out  of  Malmfbury  and  Florence^ 
In  the  year  645,  he  invaded  Kenwalch,  king  of  the 
Wcft-baxons,  and  deprived  him  of  his  kingdom 
for  fome  years.  In  the  year  654,  he  (lew  Anna, 
king  of  Eaft- Angles,  in  a  fore  battle  -,  but  was  at 
lail,  for  all  his  cruel  wars  (lain  himfelf  by  Ofwy» 
king  of  Northumberland,  in  the  year  655^  No- 
vember the  15th.  We  Ihall  leave  you  this  his 
wretched  character,  out  of  the  monk  of  Malmf- 
bur)',  reciting  the  vidory  of  king  Ofwy,  Pendam 
regem  Merciorum  illud  vicinorum  exitiumy  il!ud  per- 
diiellionum  feminarium  exit  to  dedii. 

5.  Peada,  called  Weda,  by  Malmfbury,  the 
fon  of  king  Penda,  began  his  reign  in  the  year 
655,  November  the  15th,  over  the  fouth  part  of 
Mercii,  by  the  permiflion  of  Ofwy,  king  of  Nor- 
tliuiiiberland,  while  Mearwoldus,  another  of  Pen- 
da's  Tons  held  the  weft  part  under  the  fame  king 
Ol'wy,  as  Simon  of  Durham  teftifics.  I  Ic  married 
Elllcda  the  daughter  of  Ofwy,  two  years  before 
his  father  Penda's  death,  on  this  condition,  that  he 
would  tufn  Chriftian,  and  promote  that  religion 
in  l»i.s  own  country.  Accordingly  he  was  bap- 
tized by  Finanus,  in  the  king  of  Northumber- 
land's palace,  being  in  a  ftrong  town  near  the 
Picts-wall,  called  Admurum,  and  fince  Walton, 
right  miles  weft  of  Newcaftle.  This  was  done  in 
the  ye^r  653  -,  afterwards,  as  a  teftimony  of  his  con- 
verlion,  he  began  the  foundation  of  the  Itately 
abbey  of  Peterburgh,  but  being  prevented  by 
deaih,  left  it  to  be  finilhed  by  his  brother  Wui- 
fcrriS.  He  enjoyed  his  kingly  dignity  but  five 
months,  being  (lain  by  his  own  wife,  lay  fome  •,  by 
his  mother,  fay  others ;  by  whichfoever  moft 
unnaturally,  in  the  very  feaft  of  Eafter,  in  the  year 
C^,6.  "J'he  cycle  of  the  fun  that  year  being  twen- 
ty-one.  The  dominical  letters  (  it  being  Biflex- 
(ifc)  C.  B.  the  cycle  of  th«  moon  eleven.     Eafter 
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fi^on.the  fevtnteenth  day  of  April,  on  which  day 
tc  was  murdered  ^  after  whofe  death,  king  Ofwy 
fwafod  the  foepter  of  Mercia  for  fome  time,  be* 
twcen  two  and  three  years-,  at^ which* time,  Im- 
min,  Eaba^  and  Eadbcrht,  thcec  capicaios  of  the 
Mercians,  rebelling  agai tilt  Ofwjr,  prevailed,. and 
lifted  up  Wulttrus,  the  fecond  fon  of  Ptiida,  into 
the  Mercian  throne. 

I      6.  WuU"eru%  the  fon  of  ?enda,  began  his  reign 
in  the  year  65S,  not  without  ne^t  troubles,'  lofing 
the  province  of  Lindfey  to  tne  kine  of  Northum- 
4ierland^  buc  afterwards  he  r^ainedT his  reputation 
Iff  mksj  noble  exploitSt  being  of  great  prowefs^ 
andattunqd  at  length  the  chief  rule  over  all  the 
Scmna ;  ip  die  you*  661  he  fbu^t  a  cruel  battle 
^idtKcnwalch,  kin^of  the  Weflc-Saxons,  at  Po- 
iantefburah^  and  being  overcome,  fays  Ethelwer- 
dus,  was  kd  captive  by  Kenwalch  to  Eflcfdun :  But 
Henry  Huntington,  Matth.  Weftm.  and  Floren- 
tius,  tell  another  tale,  that  the  Weft-Saxon  king 
was  there  overthrown  by  Wulferus  -,  who,  profe- 
cuting  his  viftory,  furprifed  the  Ifle  of  Wight, 
which  he  beftowed  on  Edelwalch,  king  of  Souch- 
Saxons,  oh  condition  he  would  receive  baptifm, 
which  he  did  at  the  hands  of  Birinus  ^  which  ito- 
ry  bcin^  in  fome  fort  attefted  by  Beda  and  Bromp- 
ton,  I  luppofe  the  truer.   In  the  year  664,  the  year 
of  that  famous  folar  eclipfe  before-mentioned  in 
the  reign  of  Penda,  this  king  founded  the  abbey 
€^  Peterburgh,   in  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign, 
and  the  ninth  of  Deusdcdit  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury,   who  died  the  fourteenth  of  July,  664. 
Hence  Ulfer  began  his  reign  early  in  the  year  658, 
ieeing  his  feventh  year  current  was  begun  betorc 
this  archbi(hop*s  death.     There  are  two  relationa 
which  ftain   the  reputation  of   this  kin^ :  Firll, 
|hat  Wina,  expelled  bis  biftioprick  of  Wmchefter, 
was  prdtrred  w  the  ruk  of  London,  for  a  fum  ot 

money 
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money  given  to  Wulfer  in   the  year  666,  which^ 
by  the  coni'tnt  of  all,  leenis  too  true.     A  lecond 
ilory  is  this,  that  being  on  a  time  at  his  caftle  of 
Wulfer- Cheiler,    fjnce    called    Wolverhampton 
(as  fome  fondly  imagine,  contrary  to  Cambcien'$ 
opinion)  in  Staifordftiire;  and  underllanding  that 
two  of  his  fons  went  fecrctly  to  Chad,  bifhop  of 
Lichfield,  to  be  inftrufted  in  the  Chriftian  laith^ 
he  bafely  murdered  them  at  Stone,  in  the  faxd 
county.     This  ftory,  Stowe,  Cambden,  and  Speed, 
do  reverently  prefs  upon  us,  out  pf  a  monkilh 
ledger-book  ot  Peterborough :  But  this  relation  is 
foully  fulpefted  by  the  learned  Seldcn,  feeing  this 
king  is  related  by  authentic  writers,  to  have  had 
only  two  children,  St.  Kenredus,  and  St.  Wcr- 
burgh.     Befides,  let  me  add,  how  improbable  it 
is,  that  he  fhould   (lay  his  fons  for  repairing  to 
Chad,  whom  he  himfelf  had   conftituted  bimop 
of  Lichfield,  as  venerable  Bede  writes  j  nay,  what 
is  more  clear,  this  murder  is  laid  to  be  committed 
in  the  year  662   (which  I  am  forry  to  fee  fo  con^ 
fufedly  put  down  by  a  late  elegant  Ecclefiaftica) 
writer).  When  as  St.  Chad,  the  youths  inftriidor, 
was  not  come  to  Lichfield,    till  the  year   667, 
or  668,  at  the  fooneft ;  at  which  time  he  beftowed 
upon  his  new  biftiop  the  land  of  forty  families, 
to  build  a  monaftery  upon,  in  a  jplace  called  Ad- 
bearve,  or  Adbarvc,  by  Bede  j  Adbarune,  Matth. 
Weftm.  Barwe,  by  Florentius  and  Bromptonj  that 
is,  a  wood,  fay  they,  in  the  province  of  Lindiey 
in  Lincolnftiire.     detwbium  ^thbumenfiy  by  Alan 
Cope,  and  Eadbarna,  by  Godwin.     In  this  king'.s 
reign,   in  the  year  673,    the   learned  Bede  was 
born,  the  great  ornament  of  our  nation.     In  the 
year  6y5,  this  king  fought  the  memorable  battle 
with  Elcwine,  or  Elkwin,  king  of  Weft-Saxons, 
at  Bidanheaford ;  in  which  very  year  he  died,  be- 
ing the  feventeenth  of  his  reign,  not  fully  com- 
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pleat  and  ended.  Befides  his  great  caftic  ifi  Staf- 
fordflxire,  he  had  another  palace  at  Wcedon  in 
Northampconfliire }  he  was  buried  at  Lichfield, 
fay  fome  •,  but- others,  at  Peterborough. 

7.  Ethclred,  Ibn  of  Penda,  and  brother  of 
Wuipherc  5  his  name  is  written  fomctimes  Edil- 
rcd,  and  Adclred.  In  the  next  year  676,  he  en- 
tered the  kingdom  of  Kent,  and  wafted  it  grievouf- 
iy,  and  took  the  city  of  Rochefter,  Lotharius 
their  king  not  being  able  to  encounter  him.  In 
the  year  678,  a  very  fearful  comet  appeared  in  the 
month  of  Auguft  in  the  morning,  and  continued 
ilireo  months,  in  the  eighth  year  of  Egfrid,  king 
nt  Northumberland.  In  the  year  679  was  the 
great  battle  between  this  Egfrid  and  our  Ethtrl- 
rcd,  near  the  river  Trent,  being  tlie  ninth  year  of 
Egfrid,  whofe  brother  Elfwin  was  flain.  Thcfe 
wars  were  fiiortly  after  compofed  by  Theodore, 
the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury.  In  the  year  ()So, 
rliis  archbilbop  celebrated  a  council  at  Hatfield, 
September  the  17th,  where  wc  have  a  notable 
link  of  the  times  of  tlie  Saxons  kings  faftcned  by 
Bcde  himfelf  to  the  pillar  of  truth  ^  he  himfclf  be- 
113^;  this  year  feven  years  old,  wrote  afterward  what 
was  within  thecompafs  of  his  own  age,  viz.  Tliat 
it  was  kept  in  the  tenth  year  of  Egfrid  kijig  cf 
Northumberland ;  the  fixth  year  of  Ethclred, 
king  of  Mcrcia  (whereby  we  learn,  thot  five  y<^*ar.s  of 
his  reign  were  exactly  compleateil  before  the  1 7  th  of 
September,  680) ;  the  leventeenth  year  of  Aldulf, 
king  of  the  Eail-Angles;  die  feventh  year  of  Lo- 
ihaire,  king  of  Kent  -,  and  that  it  was  indiction  the 
eighth  year.  This  is  the  famous  year  in  which  tlie 
fixth  Cecumenical  council  (as  it  was  callc.i)  was  be- 
gun at  Conftantinople,  November  7.  TJiis  alio  is 
the  year  of  that  eclipfe  of  the  moon  that  happened 
on  Monday  the  eighteenth  of  June,  bciore  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the   moon  being  ecliplcd 
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_         :  1.:;^:,.  Micthcw  Wellminftcr,  and  his 

.;.    -i..     *\'.t:.mi:::.    *.-«    both   grolsiy    miftakcrn. 

i^.:  X-*     w^      -iiruces  himlclf  by  his  annexing 

•^     •^^•:.':  jr    j  CO  6S6.      They  blunder  both 

...•w'%  -n:  xrr  indeed  fadly  eclipfed  in  ihcir 

:  v-n.  ;^  V ..  a  kill.    In  the  year  696,  the  Mercians 

..  \     \^    Oitrica   their   queen,    the   daugh- 

;.     .    ::-;::  w  iuig  of  Northumberland.     In  the 

w    v^^^*^;i  Echelred  changed  his  crown  into 

^  ^    ^:w"  c^xame  a  monk  in  the  abbey  of 

>^.    ^•.    .:  L  ;acolnlhire,   about  feven  miles  eaft 

.^   .  .'  CI  Lincoln,  on  the  river  Witham,  in 

V     ^u    v:.  having   reigned  but  twenty-nine 

V  v.'.^^v:.  :^.e  fon  of  Wulfer,  by  the  refignation 
.     :.>   ..1.  c  tchelred  received  the  crown.     This 

MA.^  .  <^'«2s  ^as  very  devoutly  inclined  to  a 
^i:»^.v,.  rci  and  having  performed  no  ac- 
V  >  ,x  rsci^ent  in  his  reign,  took  a  religious 
^^  »v  •  -v  Kcnic,  together  with  OflFa,  the  fon  of 
V.N  v^  V  1$  of  :lvEaft-Saxons ;  which  journey  he 
^    V  .vv-   a  :hc  year  709,  after  he  had  reigned 

.^    H'.4>^  iiid  there  remained  to  the  hour  of  his 

^  x  :ia:,  or  Ceolred,  the  fon  of  Ethelred, 

^»    V    'W's  departure,    fat  on   the    Mercian 

v^.v       •«><  :^«^**r  7^9'»  ^^^  being  continually  in- 

^  .vw  N    II-*  0\<  potent  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons, 

;.^    '^'iv^  -^^  •*  "g"^   battle   at  Woodenft)urgh, 

1  *   % .  vv  ivivu^h,  about  feven  miles  north-eaft  of 

^^  ."x^.w  ^  WiUlhire,  in  the  year  of  grace  715, 

*  .K***o  .>  l\;hyearofkingIna,and  thefeventh 
>^  ;^^>v^:<c*^"hercwasfodefperateand(harpan 

.V  .    ;Ni:  nw  author   fays,  Rex  Cheolreii^ 
7-  ^ .  .  -  .•  ^-  ^Kfribiliter  Jihi  occurrebaty  ut  neutrd 

*  ^    ^    ^  ^  ^T9m  Mdes  deteftabiliar  contigeraty  nef- 

^  L^  ;t  the  next  year,  to  the  great  grief 
^.    ..vvvv\^  chis  gallant  prince  falling  fick, 

went 
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f^ft«lt^ditl^rdf:ifi  «fkt  wu  buried  at  Lich^ 

^4lAii  hk  ili^'jcMtr  71^  bebg^in  the  eighth  yeirtf 

^dU*  f*igfr  llbl^eoni^kac^. ' 

^^  'ieA  Ethfilbtfl^         ibiv  df'  Altirjr,  the  fim  of 

Bbp^  Hib.ibfi'  of  Wibbtf  (thefecond  king^ilf  the 

Mridui)^' beg;u  his^^  f^  iit  the  year  776  im 

rwirfdi  wty  yeiir  he  laid  the  fbundatioii  oS^  and 

'ji^«^  a  duU«er  to,  the  abbqr  of  Crowland^  in  Lin. 

.>iMliiftiife.    Iflf  the  year  73  r,  Sritwold,  the  dghih 

vVCMMwfi^  Canterbury*  <B# January  tl>e  mxi^. 

"ntNMyeart  >a<fier^  tiz.  in  the  year  733,-  fae  ixMk 

^w9t^6Mihtkitgi3£  ih^  andleiPa 

■mptmtmny^  ixp  Bromptoii;  agatnft  Somerton- 

caftle,  about  fix  miks  fouth  of  Glaftonbiny; '  in 

Someciitfliiilie,  and  iron  it:  which  year  is  fixed  by 

a  itotaUK^ecUpfeofthefnii*  that  happened  tJie 

okieifeeitth'kal.  Septeniber,  or  the  fburtbentfa  of 


Au^^O&l^^'b^  Friday,  about  half  an  hour  pift 
eight  in  the^'moming ;  the  fun,  being  then  in  the 
fwenty.f6urth  degree  of  the  Lion,  was  eclipfid 
deven  digit9i  and  therefore  no  marvel  that  the 
^coiirinuator  6(  Bede  cries  out,  that  it  ws^s  fo  dread- 
Mi^uSp^  ifHiS  $rbisfoUs  quafifUgerriino  &  bmremb 
fcuio  videretur  effe  coopertus.  The  very  fame  words 
aie-'liied  by  Simeon  of  Durham,  in  his  hiitory  of 
the  a^  Q#  the  kings  of  England. 

In  this  eclipfe  Matthew  Weftminfter  agrees  as 
to  the  day  and  time  of  the  day,'  faying,  it  was 
hori  tertiiy  i.  e.  about  nine  o'clock,  as  we  now 
count  from  midnight ;  only  he  differs  in  the  year, 
and  puts  down  734,  wherein  it  is  impofliblc  he 
fhould  be  true  :  winch,  to  any  one  that  will  take 
die  pains  of-  calculation,  ihall  quickly  appear  out 
irf  either  the  Rudolphine,  or  Buliialdine  tables, 
the  beft  yet  extant  in  the  world.  His  miftake  arifes 
from  a  fecond  error  of  the  Dionyiian  account, 
wliich  fiiall  (if  God  lend  life  and  leifure)  be  am^ 
ply  mani£(ftcd  in  the  Saxon  hiftory.  In  the  year 
M  m  m  2  734s 
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734;  the  moon  was  cclipfed  Januuy  25,  oa  a 
Monday  mornings  two  hours  after  midnight^  the 
moon  being  then  in  the  7th  degree  of  Leo  was 
totally  eclipfed.  Many  of  our  hiltorians  hit  tipon 
the  year  and  month,  but  fail  in  the  day  generally, 
cafting  it  on  the  fecond  of  the  kal.  February;  in 
which  very  year,  Tatwin  the  ninth  archbiihop 
died.  In  the  next  year  fucceeding,  viz.  735, 
venerable  Bede  died  at  his  monaftery ;  of  which 
time,  we  have  an  exa£b  charafter  given  by  Simeon 
of  Durham ;  who,  in  his  fecond  book  of  the 
hiitory  of  the  church  of  Durham;  affirms,  that 
he  died  on  the  feventh  kal.  Jun.  being  Aicehiion- 
day.  Now  in  the  year  735,  the  cycle  of  the  fun 
was  16,  Dominical  letter  B.  cycle  of  the  moon  14, 
and  7  kal.  Jun.  i.  e.  May  26,  being  exactly  that 
year  Afcenfion-day,  we  are  well  affured  of  the 
time.  Florence  is  yet  more  punctual,  relying  on 
the  authority  of  St.  Cuthbert,  prefent  at  his  death, 
telling  us  that  it  was  on  Wednefday  night  at  ten 
of  the  clock.  May  25,  being  Alicenfion-eve,  anno 
Dom.  735,  All  which  is  confirmed  by  Hunting- 
ton afTuring  us,  he  was  fixty-two  years  old  when 
he  died  ;  which  being  added  to  673,  his  birth-year 
before-mentioned,  makes  up  cxadtly  this  prefent 
y^^r  735'  Anno  Dom.  737,  our  puiffant  king 
Ethel  baJd  afflifts  Northumberland  with  cruel  wars, 
being  the  i  ith  year  of  Adelard,  king  of  the  Weft- 
Saxons,  which  fell  out  in  the  evening  of  the  reign 
of  Ceolulf,  and  the  morning  of  Egbert,  kings  of 
Northumberland.  Anno  743,  our  king  being 
united  to  Cudred,  the  Weft-Saxon  king,  advances 
againft  the  Britons,  and  performs  brave  exploits 
in  war.  Anno  747,  he  received  a  letter  from  ho- 
neft  Boniface,  archbifliop  of  Mentz  in  Germany^ 
taxing  the  king  and  his  countrymen,  the  Englilh, 
of  many  enormous  crimes ;  which  fo  wrought  up- 
on the  king's  heart,  that  he  foon  called  a  council 

foi; 
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*^^t^idkmua&k:  The>ieit0f  yo«s  havrtttku^ge 
^^im  imialtbmfi-^ :Tlie«*iiidl  was  cOkd  tt Gloirc- 
'4ki^^  Csm&'Vk^HM;  in  K<«t,  in  the  yatt  yjL*^^  m- 
rdiiSkiMl  theii^th;  Sqnember  ki.  Cambdeii,  itidna^ 
.ttM»  MitUrly  «M^  fiMtiftwhat 

p^ircyf^bat^thf-fean^  lawyer  LambaHd^-fU'liis 
qpciiMrtbdaticirt  of  tiAic  cwiftty,  te  refdited  tb  fHck 
.WTcbriiiiijpet  -'dtt'a  better  infoftner  j^uck*^  hinl  Mit 
'« J|]noDoiiiL^9i^9V  EcMbald  ftlb  ouc  nHth  GtiKHMd 
nMMrhyli  rnrnews  among  thde  Saxon  kingl^) 
swil^enalMrfni^hifn  (at  Beorhtfotd,  or  Beorfoid^  or 
^aauggfeiia^  «Mr -Burfbrd^^^lwelve  iniks  weft  h£ 
*eifwd]^wi(h  ii  lAxkly  4^qo«t;  >i»fi«i«  Et^ 
^thaWeft-SMMn  ftUdaittbeAtr;  bduing  tfie  golcteh 
t4ramM^''])RMed«ltt^  a  lahice. 

iffli&l^aMt  Ifttii  afizedi^haraaer-bf  ar»  ccli^ 
?iidbi  to^^'bf  MtttheiT'of 'Weft^  and  6- 

^dienr,  whieh  was'  of  the  moon,  and  total,  July 
31,  752,  on  Monday  morning  about  one  of  the 
ckick.  Anno  Dom.  756,  the  moon  was  totally 
cctipfed,  8  kal.  December,  i.  e.  November  24,  as 
ibme  write ;  "vthich  I  the  rather  put  down,  as  the  hea- 
^ven-mark  of  dits  great  Ethelbald*s  deaths  which 
is  fet  down  to  be  the  next  year  after,  viiz.  757, 
b^ng  flain  ac  Sekinton,-  three  miles  eafterly  of 
Yamworth'  in  W4rwicklhirc,  and  buried  at  Rep- 
tonv  upon  the  river  Trent,  in  Derbyfhire.  This 
murder  was  committed  by  his  own  fubjefts,  and 
particularly  by  Bemrcd,  who  afpiring  to  the  crown 
enjoyed  it  but  a  little  while,  being  (lain,  as  fume 
iay,  by  Offa,  This  Ethelbald  reigned  forty-one 
years  compleat,  by  general  confent;  and  being 
flain  anno  7575  it  thence  we  fubtraft  forty-on(; 
years,'  there  remain  716  for  the  year  of  his  in- 
auguration ;  which  is  further  confirmed  by  Roger 
Hoveden,  who  tells  us,  that  the  year  of  Tatwin*s 
coniecration  was  the  15th  of  king  Ethelbald, 
king  of  Mercia :  But  Tatwin,  by  conttant  confcnt^ 

of 


454    THE    VALE-ROYAL 

of  all  writers,  was  confecrated  4  id.  Junii,  yjt. 
Therefore,  if  you  fubtraft  from  731,  thtffum  of 
15,  there  remain  716  for  the  begimiing  of  this 
king's  reign,  as  before. 

757.  II.  Bernred,  or  Beornred.  The  time  of 
his  dominion  was  very  (hort,  wherein  I  read  no- 
thing of  what  he  did^  but  what  he  fuffeied^  viz. 
the  lofs  of  his  kingdom  by  Offa,  his  potent  fuc- 
ceflbr.  He  died,  fay  ibme;  he  was  (lain,  (ay 
others ;  but  all  agree  the  very  fame  year  c^  his 
ufurpation,  as  moft  call  it;  though  Brompton 
terms  him  xhf  lawful  heir  of  the  kingdom.  1  can- 
not read  any  where  of  his  parentage,  or  his  pit>- 
geny,  and  therefore  fufpeft  the  l^iOity  of  his  roy- 
alty. To  which  purple  I  may  produce  the  tefti- 
mony  of  feveral  authors,  mentioning  the  burning 
of  Cataraft,  in  Yorklhire,  by  this  Beornred,  anno 
Dom.  765,  twelve  years  after  his  depofition,  and 
that  the  ume  year  he  himfelf  was  burnt ;  whereby 
it  appears^  that  he  efcaped  from  the  former  battle 
againft  Oflfa  with  his  life,  contrary  to  the  former 
authors. 

757.  12.  Offa,  the  fon  of  Thinfert,  thefon  of 
Eadulf,  the  fon  of  Ofulf,  the  fon  of  Eoppa,  the 
Ion  of  Wibba,  the  fecond  king  of  the  Mercians. 
Some  call  his  father  Twinfreth,  or  Twinfred ;  and 
his  mother  Marcellina :  Others,  Wingferd  •,  but  it 
matters  not  much.  The  third  year  of  his  reign  is 
confirmed  by  an  eclipfeofthe  moon,  mentioned  by 
Matthew  of  Weftminfter  only,  of  all  our  writers. 
I  read  of  it  in  Sigonius  de  Regno  Italix,  who  tells 
us  the  year  was  famous  for  a  notable  eclipfe : 
wluch  Matthew  places  in  the  kal.  of  Auguft. 
And  others  tell  us,  there  was  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun 
that  year,  Auguft  15.  Anno  Dom.  771,  king 
Offa  lights  with  the  Eaft- Angles  :  Matthew  Weft- 
minfter calls  them  plainly  Angles;  Hoveden, 
Eftings;  Simeon  of  Durham,  Heftings;  whom  Dr* 

Watts, 
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^^fhm^^iA  hb:  «dkkm  of  Mttckew  Ptolis,'  fufpeAs 
.•^4»llibBiiKMGi  of  Sufltei  wfakh  ftl^k^  I 
J^mOfitUimm^^  *  AniMlMm.  ^^^4^  fce 

fetigPit  OMt  brftiFrbtttie  at  Otfbrd  in  Kent ;-  kieh 
iOmiingBbn  udhHovidden  ckft  kjMy  tSfrkig  4a  die 
^pikJiiipliim  of  iLemr^  of  tlie<W«ft.SMk- 

jfittLimMlofe  Mdi  yitt  iif  4iip|iei^  'Hii  i  ^ 
year  both  agree  to  be  765,  there(bli^'U|^  ttlit 
fuppofiiion  this  year  dates  the  batde»>  wMcM'^ll 
confirmed  by  the  teftimony  of  Bdidfwerd^^^llie 
Saxon  Annals,  and  Florence,  Ann^-  iT^i  fe 
6nig^t  again  A:  the  \V(rft-Saxons  at  BaidnMOA,*lMNf 
Bcnibn,  m  Oxtbrdfhire,  in  the  24th  ]^eMrbf' IQitfi- 
wulf  their  king^  and  dcmolifhed  tthe*  MlU6i'>dii 
wry  place  whereof  15  now  fcarce  kinoiMlL  Alter 
which  he  goes  againlt  Wales,  and  rriakib  M^  IMK- 
quefts  upon  the  Britons,  and  their  IdHg  MahifCM 
dtus,  where  you  have  many  Bne  paflag^  recitcM 
bf  tfce  monk  of  St.  Aibon's,  to  magnify  t^ 
deeds  of  dieir  royal  founder.  But  aTOut  thcTc 
yciifi^'  it  ihouM  mBi,  tiie  famous  ditch  in  Wales, 
calkd  ClaudhOffa,  was  dug  from  the  mouth  of 
die  Dee*  to  the  lAouth  o£  the  Wye,  about  one 
himdiedffliles  in  length,  which  Humphrey  Floid 
is  pfekicdto  put  down  the  year  of  770  for  its  be- 
gbwiing,  Poflibly  it  mig^t  be  fome  years  in  doings 
Aawy^gy,  the  eouncil  rff  Caleuth  was  celebrated^ 
whkb  place  archbiihop  Parker  fixeth  in  the  king* 
dbra  of  Northumberland,  HoUingflied  in  Mercia. 
I  fiod  *a  place  called  Kilcheth,  or  Culchetb,  five 
ndles  north  of  Warrington  in  Lancafhire,  which 
Wttjuft  oh  the  borders  of  Mercia,  though  indeed 
witmn  the  bounds  of  the  kingdom  of  North  umber*- 
iafld^  -which  being  much  minorated  by  king  Offa, 
to  ttfe  the  terms  of  Horeden,  might  now  be  with- 
intMs  king's  territories;  but  I  fubmit  my  conjee- 
ture^coih^  learned.  In  this  council,  I  wad  that  the 
grcttOflfk  crowned  hi&  ion  Egfrid  king  in  his  Ufe^ 

timCi 
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time.  The  next  year,  788,  this  king  tranfiated  the 
archbilhoprick  to  Lichfield.  Ann.  789  was  the 
fatal  year  to  the  Saxons  wherein  the  Danes  ar« 
rived  in  England  in  three  iliips,  juft  as  many  as  the 
Saxons  came  with  into  the  iflcof  Thanet ;  thejr 
(lew  only  one  man,  and  retired.  I  know  bofh  Flo- 
rence and  the  Saxon  Annals  place  it  anno  787,but 
withal  they  give  us  this  afluring  criterion  that  it  was 
feven  years  before  the  death  of  pope  Hadrian  and 
OfFa,  who  both  died  anno  796,  therefore  this  in- 
vafion  was  in  789,  as  Mr.  Fuller  alfo  hath  rig)itly 
placed  it  in  his  Ecclefiailical  Hiftory.  In  this 
very  year  was  the  fynod  of  Finchale,  now  Finkley, 
three  miles  nonh  of  the  city  of  Durham,  on  the 
river  Were.  Anno  Dom.  793,  Ethelbert,  the 
young  king  of  the  Eaft-Angles,  was  murdered  by 
the  command  of  king  OfFa,  at  a  place  called  Villa 
Regalis,  now  Sutton,  i.  e.  South-Town,  in  Hcrc- 
fordfliire,  the  13th  kal.  of  June*  i.e.  May  20,  a§ 
you  have  the  ftory  at  large  in  Brompton,  who  tells 
us  alfo  of  die  prophecy  of  the  murthered  king's 
fpoufc,  that  king  OfFa  fhould  not  reign  after  that 
time  above  three  years  j  by  which  he  aflurcs  U5:, 
tliat  it  was  three  years  before  his  death,  according 
to  his  computation,  though  the  prophecy  might 
commence  long  after  its  fulfilling,  by  the  ai&ate  of 
fome  monkifli  quill.  In  the  fame  year  793,  that 
is  three  years  before  his  death,  being  at  Batli, 
troubled  in  confcience  for  his  abominable  murd^rs^ 
he  tell  to  the  work  of  building  a  place  for  St« 
Alban's  bones  near  Verulam  i  went  to  Rorne^  and 
obtained  a  goodly  pardon  of  his  ghoftly  father  the 
pope  ;  called  a  council  at  Verulam  5  gave  Peter- 
pence  to  the  pope's  kitchen ;  did  much  for  the 
church  of  Hereford,  where  Ethelbert  was  after 
interred,  and  illuftrated  the  place  with  many  blind 
miracles.  Indeed  Matthew  of  Weftminfter  fixes 
theft  great  works,  anno  794,  but  then  he  concludes 

his 
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his  life  in  797,  thi:e^  yeairs  after :  But  our  Offa 
died  in^96,  tl^ercibre,  upon  his  placing  it  three 
years  betbre  his  death,  it  follows  upon  that  fuppo- 
jiion  that  the  true  year  is  793.  Anno  Dom.  796, 
on  the  4th  of  the  kal.  Augyit,  viz.  J\lly  29,  this 
great  and  imperious  King  departed  oyt  of  tnis  life 
at  Offly,  and  was  burio}  f^^^  Bedford.  1  Jcnow  there 
is  fome  difagreement  abqut  the  /ear,  but  two  cha- 
rader^  ihall  fix  it }  the  one  of  the  death  of  pope 
Hadrian^  within  the  compafs  of  the  fame  year,  tor 
lb  faith  Matthew  \Veftminft(er.  8ijt  pope  Hadri^ 
a^  died  795,  7  kal.  Jan.  i.  e,  Pecemoer  26.  So 
that  feven  months  alter  (hi3  king  died.  But  th^ 
bcft'  is  of  that  faijious  ccliplp,  which  feveral  of 
our  authors  do  mention,  but  principally  Hoveden, 
ip  thefe  words,  quitUa  cal.  ApriliSy  ecUpJU  lunafaila 
efi  inter  GalUcifdum  &  Auroram^  &r.  £/  non  mulio 
pcfij  id  ejl^  ftptima  caL  Augufii^  Offa  fotentijffimus  rex 
Merciorum^  poftquam  ;p(:xi^  (innQs  regnavit^  defuiiUus 
eft.  This  cclipfe  was  tofal,  and  fell  out  anno  y^G^ 
upon  the  28th  day  oS  March,  being  Monday,  at 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  moon  being  dark- 
ened in  the  1 2tl>  deg.  of  Libra,  cycle  of  the  fun  2 1 , 
cycleof  the  moon  i8,-dominical  letters  C.B.  JSothat 
if  you  fubtraft  39  years  of  his  reign  from  ^^6^ 
there  remaii)  755  for  the  beginning  of  his  rcjgn 
as  ^fore. 

796.  13.  Egfrid,  the  fon  of  king  OfFa,  began 
his  reign  July  29th,  and  reigned  but  141  days, 
flying  confequently  on  December  the  i7rh,  and 
left  his  throne  to  his  fucccflbr,  having  performed 
nothing  worthy  of  note,  and  was  buned  at  Sr. 
Alban's. 

•  796.  14.  JCenulpb  (the  fon  of  Cuthbert,  the 
fon  of  BalTa,  the  fon  ot  Kenrow,  the  fon  of  Kent- 
win,  the  fon  of  Kenwalch,  the  brother  of  Penda, 
the  fourth  king  of  Mercia)  entered  on  his  reign 
ann.  796,  Peccmber  17th,  as  Ipgulphus,  one  of 

Vot.  I.  N  n  n  our 
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bur  ancient  writers,  doth  atteft,  on  whofc  teftimo- 
ny,  as  bein^  neareft  to  thofe  times,  I  may  better 
rely  \  who  letting  the  death  of  Offa  on  4th  cal. 
Auguft,  and  Egtrid*s  141  days  after,  leaves  the 
initiation  of  this  king's  reign  on  the  i^7th  of  De^ 
cember.  Ann.  798,  he  wades  the  kingdom  of 
Kent,  and  takes  Eadbert,  or  Eadbright,  their 
king,  prifoner,  puts  out  his  eyes,  and  cuts  off  his 
hands.  Matth.  WeKm.  and  Fbrence  place  ^is 
notable  accident  in  the  fecond  year  of  nis  reign, 
with  which  the  Saxon  Annals,  and  Roger  Hove- 
den  alfo  exaftly  concur.  In  which  very  year  he 
began  the  foundation  of  the  famous  abbey  of 
Winchcomb,  in  .Gloucefterlhire.  Ann.  801,  he 
writes  to  and  receives  a  letter  from  Pope  Leo  III. 
about*  reftitution  of  the  archbilhop's  pall  to  Can- 
terbury, where  it  hath  ftuck  clofe  about  840  years. 
Ann.  811,  the  new  abbey  of  Winchcomb  being 
now  finiflied,  was  mod  lolemnly  dedicated,  5th 
id.  Novcmb.  i.  e.  the  9th  day  of  November ;  at 
which  time  he  fees  at  liberty  his  old  prifoner  the 
king  of  Kent.  In  this  year  the  vidonous  Egbert, 
king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  wafted  the  Britifh  ter- 
ritories in  Wales,  and  took  the  city  of  Chefter 
from  them.  In  the  mean  while,  the  Mercian 
power  declining,  and  our  king  performing,  little 
abroad,  at  length  yielded  to  the  Fates  by  a  natural 
death,  lay  moft  ^  but  by  a  violent,  fays  Brompton, 
telling  us,  that  he  was  Qain  by  the  £aft-Angle&, 
attempting  the  invaiion  of  their  kingdom  $  but  all 
agree  in  the  24th  year  of  his  reign,  not  fully 
compleat  and  ended ^, and  was  buried  at  Winch- 
comb, in  Glouccftcrfhirc,  the  abbey  of  his  own 
foundation,  ann.  820. 

820.  15.  Kenelm,  the  fon  of  Kenulph,  being 
feven  years  old,  began  his  reign  ann.  820,  being 
the  fifteenth  king  of  Mercia  i  but  hCyj>auds  mef/- 
fihns  a  futris  obitu  devolutis  crudelijjinie  tnartyrizahts 
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jf,  fiys  Irigulphus  i  and  John  Capgravc,  in  his 
Lives  of  the  Saincs,  tells  us,  he  was  murdered  on 
thei6th  of  the  calends  of  Auguft,  or  July  17th, 
itClcnt,   in  StafFordfliire. 

820.  16.  Ccolulphe,  the  brother  of  Kenulph, 
lid  uncle  to  the  laft  king  Kcnelm,  b»-gan  his  reign 
inn.  820,  July  17th-,  he  was  expelled  his  king- 
d^,  altera  anno^  fays  Malmfbury,  in  the  fccond 
year  of  his  rcign,  by  Bernulf. 

821.  17-  Bcmulf,  the  ufurper  of  the  Mercian 
(ccpter,  and  yet  of  the  blood-royal  at  fomc  dif- 
unce,  began  his  reign  ann.  822.     In  the  third 
year  of  his  reign  he  fought  a  cruel  battle  with  Eg- 
bcn,  king  ol  the  Weft-Saxons,   and  was  over- 
come, at  EUendun,  now  Wilton,  two  miles  weft 
of  Salifbury,  in  the  county  of  Wilts.     This  alfo 
is  the  year,  viz.  825,  wherein  the  famous  coun- 
cil at   Cioveftio,  in  Kent,    was  celebrated,  the 
third  year  of  this  king's  reign,  indiftion  the  third, 
as  it  was  indeed.     Therefore,  I  wonder  the  learn- 
ed Spelman  Ihould  hefitate  fo  much   about  it, 
when,  as  he  himfelf  tells  us,  that  every  year  of 
this  king's  reign  there  was  a  council  in  tlie  fame 
place,    which  might  caufe  the  diftraftionj    and 
liencc  the  ninth  year  of  Ludovicus   may   agree 
with  the  firft  or  fecond  council,  and  his  query 
anfwcpcd.     In  the  next  year  the  Eaft- Angles  flew 
this  king,  as  he  was  invading  their  territories  ;  to 
which  the  printed  copies  of  Ethelwerd  fix  the  year 
825    in  the  margin.      But  he  compleatcd  three 
years,  and  was  flitin  in  his  fourth  year,  as  learned 
Spelman  hath  obferved. 

826.  18.  Ludecan,  the kinfman of  Bernulf,  be- 
gan his  reign  over  the  Mercians,  who,  dclirous  to 
avenge  the  blood  of  his  predeccfiur  upon  the  Kiift- 
Angles,  was  by  them,  having  received  aid  from  the 
Weft-Saxon  monarch,  difcomfited  in  battle,  and 
{lain  with  five  of  his  nobles.  This  battle  was 
N  n  n  2  fouyhi 
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fought  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign ;  fome  fay 
he  compleaced  two  years,  bpt  that  caniiQC  liana 
with  the  fixed  charaAer  of  an  eclipfe,  add^  to 
Egbert's  conqueft  of  the  next  king. 

Herey  if  I  fiould  follow  the  counfel  of  John  Bron^^ 
ton^  Iflaould  infert  another  king^  called  Milfrid^  ibe 
builder  of  the  cathedral  at  Hereford^  out  of  great  di^ 
votion  to  the  murdered  king  Ethelbcrt  b^ore-tain- 
tioned\  but  becaufe  I  find  him  wholly  dfferj^d  iy  all 
other  hifloriansj  I  fhall  rather  account  him  fome  Re-: 
guluSy  or  great  Lord  in  that  kingdom^  abxfut  thistim^^- 
as  one  Mtrwald  was  before* 

.  828.  19.  Withlaf,  the  grandfon  of  QQier,  of 
the  Mercian  blood  royal»  was  choicn  king;  ac 
the  beginning  of  whofe  reign  Ingulphus  fays  thus : 
Msx^  ut  rex  faff  us  eft,  9  (^  autequam  exercitum  pote-^ 
rat  cpUi^ere  \  Ke  was  hid  in  a  monaftery  from  the 
fury  ot  j^gbert's  captains,  he  bdn^  it  fliould 
feem,  overthrown  in  battle,  and  efcap^;  which 
I^attle  is  fixed  by  a  notably  eclipfe  the  very  fame 
year  by  the  monk  of  Wdrcefter,  which  happened 
the  very  night  of  Chrift's  nativity  %  raited  affo  by 
Ethelwerd  ^d  the  Saxon  Aanals  upon  the  iame 
account/  But  the  thith  is^  this  eclipfe.  of  the. 
moon,  which  they  all  place  in  the  year  8.27,  did 
fall  out  a  year  later,  ai  Aldelmus  BenediSinus^ 
in  his  Annals  of  the  kings  of  France,  hath  truly 
placed  it,  and  agrees  with  the  calculation  as  I  havct 
proved  it,  and  (hall  nvore  at  large  (annuente  Deo) 
in  the  Saxon  Hiftory.  '  I  find  alio  Math.  Wefttta, 
\  tVar  n)ore  by  chance  than  cunniri^^  falling,  in 
\i\\\\  this  year  tor  the  beginning  of  this  Withlaf's 
I  ci^i\,  together  with  his  expulfion  put  qi  the  king* 
Juin.  Uut  foon  after,  within  the  compafs  of  a 
Ycdf^  by  the  favour  of  Egbert,  fic  received  his 
Icpter,  as  tributary  to  the  Weft-Saxoas-»  and 

having 


^h^ir^iRSR^ra^H^T^iipleat  y&ars,  he  died  in 
ihc  chmcc^ih  year  current,  as  Ingulphus  teltific*/ 
Now  aJihough  we  read  not  what  ^irtic  of  the  year 
Ke  bcg^  his  rdgn^  yet  by  tiie  eclipfc  &40,  and 
ihc  lynchronifms,  co-Incidejic  with  the  times  of 
the  uiccccding  kings,  he  ihould  buz  have  newiy 
entcicd  ir>tohisihirteerith  ytar,  and  have  died  in  S^o^ 
md  was  buried  at  Kepton  in  Derbyihi^e,  a  place 
tiuDQUs  for  the  Mercian  tonibs,  1  his  eclipie  Flo- 
vcncc  puts  in  the  year  839^  but  contutes  himfetf 
py  adding  tntalljbk  chara^flers  \  for  he  l^ys  thc^ 
ccltptc  happened  3  n^nai  Muii  in  vt^Uia  £{f{enfioms[ 
fiemim^  wh;ch  clearly  determines  it  to  be  840*^ 
Ja  whieh  year  the  cycle  erf'  the  Ion  was  9»  domi* 
nical  letters  D*  C-  cycl<  of  the  moon  5^  There- 
fore ibe  Tenninus  P^chalis  that  year,  according 
to  the  Latins,  was  Maich  ^^d,  upon  a  Monday. 
The  ncsa  Sunday,  confcquently^  was  Eafter-day^ 
vii.  March  28th  J  Arccnfion-day  the  6th  of  May, 
and  Alccnfion-cve  was  exaw^ly  that  year  May  5th, 

.  a^  so.fieruilph,  €);«  bfpthorof  Withlaf^  by 
{enifpon  q|  4ie  Weft  Sa«on  mpttWRctei  obtain- 
ed: ^  Memm  diopfiinipiUL  .  A.  ^:  84$^  I  rcii4 
(Kancclisi^cildi^iii^  tl^e  blends*  of  Oftober^ 
hiiri'^^fixf^  ftyA  Math.  W«ftm.  whereof  elf«, 
lidicrp^  ^^Ijq  ycv?49/Hiag  Alfred  by  gencnrf 
Con&nt  wtt}  bori).  iVy  hen  he  ^ms,  thre^  years  ol4 
tb^ Danes  came, into, the  Therms  mouth  with  350 
ibifi&i  ag^ifft  ■  whom  thi^  Mofciiaii:  king,  fought  an 
unaray  i>attle»  a^  ^pveden  (eJ^if^e^  in  the  16th 
jm^  €t  A^n^^  king  of  the  Weft*Saxpns,  in 
tb^  v^piiids^..ipeaiung  of  ilie  t^aaes  :  Fitgavenml 
^^fjOft^m  ugm  Ji/t^cifirHm  cum  exercU^  fuo^  qui 

^^, vjmefit.    But  king  Ad^lulfe,  or  JitheU 

^if^  'Mi^  his  reign  in  the  year  837,  ^9  Matht 
^^  9Bi|e  tcQbifics^  and  the  ^^  c^j  ;£ebni«ry|     . 

there-    i 
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therefore  his  i6th  year  current  began  ia  the  year 
S52)  Feb,  4th,  in  which  year  this  battle  was  fought 
by  king  Bertulf,  who  died  the  next  year  after,  viz. 
853,  as  Hovcden  recites  before;  to  which  agrees 
the  conftant  confent  of  all  authors,  that  he  reign- 
ed 13  years  compleat,  which  will  be  fixt  by  the 
term  of  the  reign  of  his  fucceflfor  moft  exadtly. 

8$^.  a  I.  Burthrcd,  or  Beorred,  afccnded  the 
Mercian  throne,  but  ftanding  in  a  feeble  pofturc^ 
being  tributary  to  the  Weft-Saxons,  and  wdeftillt 
«Eaulted  by  the  raging  Danes,  politicly  moved  and 
obtained  a  marriage  with  Ethelfwide,  the  daughter 
of  the  Weft-Saxon  king  Ethelwulf,  to  his  ^rcat 
cconfort  and  fupport,  which  was  folemnizod  in 
£after-week  in  Aprils  £after-day  falling  April 
%zd  that  year,  854^  ai  the  king's  houfe  at  Chip, 
penham  in  Wiltftiire.  In  which  verv  year^  being 
llK>kfted  by  the  Britons  of  Wales,  tie  ob^ned  a 
^iftory  over  them,  having  received  the  aid  of  the 
Weft^Saxpn  forces,  being  the  1 8th  year  of  king 
Ethelwulf.  Ann.  8f,7,  king  Ethelhald  married 
iu3  own  mother  in  Cheften  Ann.  868,  being  in- 
feftod  by  the  Danes,  he  received  more  aid  tronft 
hU  brother- in- law  againft  their  common  enemy^; 
riul  marched  againft  them  to  Nottingham,  and 
there  befieged  them  in  the  third  year  current  of 
king  Ethelred.  I  find  him  clofe  in  his  camp,  giv- 
ing a  charter  to  the  abbey  of  Crowland,  in  the 
beginning  of  Auguft,  868  ;  for  fo  it  muft  be  read; 
as^  the  a6ts  of  the  fuccecding  years  do  manifeft; 
Oiemioned  by  the  &me  hiftorian  to  be  done,  anrr. 
869^  and  87Q.  To  the  date  of  which  aAion^ 
Hovcden,  Matth.  Weft,  and  the  Saxon  Annals  ex* 
^^ly  agree.  The  Danes  within,  being  much 
ftrsatencd,  yielded  upon  terms  of  compofition, 
and  departed  into  the  kingdom  •  of  Northumber- 
land ;  but  being  afterwards  forcly  vexed  by  their 
potent  armies,  who  had  fpoiled  the  famous  mo- 

haftery 
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Wing  finiihed  twelve  compleac  years,  he  died  in 
xtic  thirtcenih  year  current,  as  Ingulphus  tdtifie». 
Now  although  we  read  not  what  time  of  the  year 
he  began  his  reign,  yet  by  tlie  eclipfe  840,  and 
:i;c  fynchronilms,  co-incident  with  the  times  of 
;he  fucceeding  kings,  he  ihould  but  have  newly 
enteicd  into  his  thirteenth  year,  and  have  died  in  840^ 
and  was  buried  at  Kepton  in  Derbyfhire,  a  place 
tamous  for  the  Mercian  tombs.  1  his  eclipfe  Flo- 
rence puts  in  the  year  839,  but  confutes  himfelf 
by  adding  infallible  charaders ;  for  he  fays  the 
eclipfe  happened  3  ft^nas  M^i  ^  vigiUa  nfcetifioms 
Domini^  which  clearly  determines  it  to  be  840^ 
in  which  year  the  cycle  of  the  fan  was  9,  domi<» 
nical  letters  D.  C.  cycle  of  the  moon  5.  There* 
fore  the  Terminus  Pafchalis  that  year,  according 
to  the  Latins,  ^as  March  2  2d,  upon  a  Monday. 
The  next  Sunday,  confequently,  was  Eafter-day^ 
viz.  March  28th  j  Afcenfionday  the  6th  of  May, 
and  Afcenfion-eve  was  exadtly  that  year  May  5th, 
and  in  the  Julian  kalendar  3  nonas  MaiL 

840.  20.  Bcrtulph,  the  brother  of  Withlaf,  by 
permifiion  of  the  Weft  Saxon  monarchs,  obtain- 
ed  the  Mercian  dominions.  A.  D.  848,  I  read 
of  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  the  kalends  of  O&ober, 
bora  diet  fixta^  fays  Math.  Weftm.  whereof  clfe- 
whcre.  In  the  year  849,  king  Alfred  by  general 
confent  was  born.  When  he  w.as  three  years  old 
the  Danes  came  into  the  I'hames  mouth  with  350 
Ihips,  agoinfl  whom  this  Mercian  king  fought  an 
unhappy  battle,  as  liovcdcn  telliBes  in  the  16th 
year  of  Adelulfe,  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  in 
thefe  words,  Ipeaking  of  the  1  )anes  :  Fugaveruni 
Brtilulfum  regem  MerctGrum  cuui  e:aratu  fuo^  qui 
nunquam  poftea  viguit  *,  cui  fcquenti  annQ  defuntto 
Eurbrtdusfucceffit.  But  king  Adelulfe,  or  lithel- 
wolf,  b^an  his  reign  in  the  year  837,  as  Math. 
Weft,  ttuly  teftifies,  and  the  4th  of  February  \ 

there- 
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886,  when  king  Alfred  had  y^^tly  over-power^ 
cd  his  enemies,  and  taken  LondpHt  ^'^  niade  Ethel- 
red  duke  of  Mercii,  and  captain  of  his  forces  in 
that  city.  This  king  Selulf,  for  fome  notorious 
offence  given  to  th^  Lord-Dane^,  wais  dtpofedancl 
ftript  naked,  and  after  ended  his  life  moft  mife- 
rably.  At  what  tiaic  this  kingdom  received  its 
fatal  and  final  period,  wh^ri  noble  Alfred  fubftitut- 
ed  dukes  under  him  to  govern  it,  which  fell  out; 
in  the  year  886,  it  having  continued'  under  the 
reign  of  1%  kings,  fitom'  the  beginning  of  king 
Crida,  ann.  560,  till  this  pfefent year,  3^6  jrc'arSv 
wherein,  if  there  be  any  thing  in  the  cont^Tc'ture'of 
times,  n^)t  moft  exaftly  chained  througK.  humaq 
fraihy,  and  the  wild  contr^iftibiis  of  monkilK 
writers,  I  fhall  endeavour  fUlly  to  fatisfy'tlkf  cur 
ribus  inquired  in  my  pronniifed  treatife ;  althpi^ 
I  have  ftrortg  hopes,  that  the  charafleris  T  Have 'let 
down,  and  might  much  have  ehl^rgcd^  doj^ivc 
great  evidence  to  the  truth'  of  this  chronological 
treatife.  Thus  have  I  fihiflieff  the  pieriods'of  th^ 
Mercian  mbnarchs,  who  werelords  of  this  county 
of  Chefter,  as  part  of  their  dominions.  TBp'liylCi 
I  confefs,  is  rugged,  and  not  of  fuch  vdVet  fmciotli^ 
jiefs  as  hiftory  doth  require'^  but  let  ingenious  pej^ 
fons  remember,  mv  pen  was  to  travel  th'rbfigh  tnc 
craggy  rocks  of  chronology.  In  the  next  j)Iac€l 
i  fhall  briefly  pafs  over  the  dukes  arid  earls»'ani| 
then  put  a  period  to  this  chajiter,  .    ' ! 
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m/i-  TT^THELREDUS,  or  iE;dttdm».  __ 
X2j  of  the  race  of  the  kt^gs  ol"  n|etcui| 
ind  being  potent  in  that  country/  was  Q)fclt4DVc 
uf'Mcrcia  by  king  Alfred,  in  the  141)1  vearw^ 
reign.  He  is  called  the  lafl:  king  or4uS«C^Mcrr 
cla  by  Brompton,  and  married  Elfleda,  the'dwg}iT 
rer  of  king  Alfred,  Ann.  894,  idnc  Dimes'  tpolj^ 
I  he  city  of  Cheiler,  and  were  ttNercin  bfifiqgpd^ 
and  forced  to  eat  their  own  hodcs  for  liungsn*^ 
having  been  clofely  penned  in  for  twelve  months, 
swi.  it  Jeogtb  constrained  to  depart  ifrom  thence« 
4^*  9089  this  duke  and  his  noole  lady  repaired 
me  city,  and  walled  it  aJbout^.  taking  in  the  Caftle,, 
w^ich  foreierly  was  without  its  limits.  Ann.  9 1 1 » 
was  l^(  notu)le  battle  between  the  Danes  and. 
knur  ^waid  the  Elder,  at  Wodnesfield  in  Staf- 
{ffSmirc^  00  the  5th  of  Auguft.  After  the  expi- 
ration  of  a  year  nom  that  time,  Ethelwerd  tells 
!»,  that  this  our  duke  departed  this  life,  and  was 
buried  at  Gloucefler. 

912,  2.  Elfleda,  the  wife  of  Ethel  red,  ruled 
Mocia  with  a  ftrong  hand,  like  an  Amazonian 
dame,  every  year  performing  very  notable  feats. 
Ann.  913,  May  6th,  Ihe  came  with  a  great  army 
to  a  place  called  Sceargate  by  Hovedcn,  and 
others ;  Strengatc  by  Math.  Wcftm.  and  built 
there  a  ftroi^  caftle,  and  another  on  the  weft, 
bank  of  the  ^ern,  called  Bridge,  haply  Bridge. 
nonh  in^Skropihire.  Ann.  914,  in  the  Spring. 
Vol.  I.  'O  o  o  time 
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time,  (he  goes  to  Tamworth,   aad  builds  tlicre 
another  caltle,  and  repairs  the  town.  From  thence 
to  Stanford,  on  the  river  Welland,  but  more  truly 
Stafford,  on  Sow  river,  as  Florence  hath  it,  and 
repairs  that  caflle.    Anno  015,  ihe  built  Edcf- 
bury,  and  fortified  Warwick,   as  Hoved^im ;    or 
Wartham,  as  Math.  Weftm.  corruptly  calls  it. 
Ann.  9169   (he  builds  Cheretiburgh,  as  Math. 
Wcftm.  Cyriebyrig,  by  Florence;  Cercburih,  by 
Huntington-,   Wrffcury,  and  Runcorn.     Ann. 
917,  July  30th,  (he  made  wars  upon  the  Britpns, 
at  the  caftle  of  Brecknock,  took  it,  and  therein 
the  king's  wife,   and  33  prifoners.    Ann.  918, 
ihe  made  war  upon  the  Danes  at  Derby^  aflaulted 
the  Caftle,  and  took  it,  not  without  fiaughter  of 
four  of  her  valiant  captains.    Ann.  919,  me  took 
the  town  of  Leiccfter  from  the  Danes,  and  forced 
them  to  terms  of  compofition  •,  but  that  very  year 
died  at  her  caftle  of  Tamworth,  July  13th,  and 
was  buried  at  Gloucefter,  in  the  porch  of  St.  Peter. 
919.  3.  Alfwina,  or  Algiva,  the  daughter  of 
duke  Ethelrcd,  who  enjoying  the  power  only  one 
year,  was  fcnt  for  into  the  Weft-Saxon  territories, 
ann.  920,  by  king  Edward  the  Elder,  who  kept 
in  his  poflcflion  the  dukedom  of  Mercia.     Ann. 
921,  Chefter  was  furprifed  by  the  Welch,  and  won 
again  by  king  Edward  the  Elder,  whofe  fifth  fon 
Edmund  obtaining  the  kingdom  ann.  941,  mar- 
ried, as  fomc  conceive,  this  Algiva,  who  in  the 
year  943,  brought  forth  king  EDGAR.     This 
king  Edgar,  in  favour  to  fomc  of  his  kindred  of 
the  royal  race  of  Mercia,  bcftowed  this  dominion, 
under  the  title  of  a  dukedom,  on  Alfarus  ;  in  what 
year  I  read  not  punftually  fet  down,  it  having 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  Weft-Saxons  during 
the  reigns  of  Edward  the  Elder,  Athelftan,  Ed. 
mund,  and  part  of  king  Edgar,  the  fole  monarchs 
of  all  England,  excepting  what  the  Danes  ufurped. 

966. 


yS6,  4-  Altarusj  or  Elfcrus,  or  Elfenus^-  9S 
others  write  him,  was  the  next  duke  of  o/ltfcUd^ 
in  what  year  created  I  read  not ;  he  was  pr^Hqum 
EJgiifi^  a  kinfman  of  king  Edgar's,  as  Siittieod 
ot  Durham  terms  him,  and  by  his  favour  obttin- 
rd  the  dukedom,  1  he  Brft  time  that  I  find  him 
poficft  of  this  honour  was  the  year  966,  at  which 
time  he  fubfcribcd  10  that  king's  charter,  gnmted 
10  the  abbey  of  Hide,  near  Wincheftcr,  Ann^ 
973,  king  Edgar  came  to  Chefter  after  Whitfoii- 
tide,  and  was  rowed  upon  tlie  river  Dee  by  dghC* 
petty  kings,  Ann.  975,  Florence  telJsus  he 
Iticklcd  againft  the  monks,  and  expelled  theirfout 
of  rhe  monaileries,  and  put  married  priefts  tn  their 

rms.  Ann,  979,  Math.  Weftm,  tells  us,  thalc 
took  up  the  botiy  of  St.  Edward  the  Mtftyr, 
A  Warcham,  and  buried  it  honourably  at  Shut-' 
(buTy\  Ann,  9S3,  the  Saxon  Annals  relftte  hiar 
death  to  have  happened ;  to  which  relation,  R(^r 
Hdvqten  and  Florence  of  Worccftcr  both  agree! 
WiUiaih  of  Malmfbury  fays  he  was  eaten  up  by 
fice,  fbr  his  dellrudion  of  monafteries,  moft  fool- 
ifhly  inquiring  into  the  reafons  of  God's  dilbenfa- 
tbh^,  il;  at  fesift,  he  fpaike  truth  in  that  relation. 
'983.  5.  Alffjcus,  thcfon  of  Alfar,  fuccecded, 
as  Hovcdcii  and  otlKn-s,  with  joint  confenr,  attcft. 
Ann.  ^Sf6,  hie  was  unjuftly  expelled  England,  and 
tfiit  crueiry,  as  one  author  terms  it.  Ann.  991, 
he  wa3  made  admiral  of  the  king's  fleet,  but  be- 
t«y<!d  his  truft^  himfelf  efcaping.  Ann.  593,  the 
king  not  being  able  to  obtain  the  body  of  the  fu- 
gitive' Alfrick,  reveng^  the  treachery  upon  his 
ion  Algar,  and  commanded  his  eyes  to  be  put  out; 
fiutAurick  getting  into  favour  again,  obtained 
the  comniand  of  an  army,  and  when  within  fight 
ofthe-Daniih  enemy,  he  counterfeited  an  infirmi* 
ty  of  body,  and  would  not  fight,  to  the  great  .dif- 
honour  of  the  nation,  in  the  year  of  grace  1003, 
Ooo*i  "  fays 
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fays  Florence.  But  I  much  miftruft  the  monkllh 
relations  concerning  our  noble  dukes,  for  as 
much  as  we  find  them  great  enemies  to  thofe  lazy 
lubbers,  in  fcveral  councils  of  the  nation. 

1003.  6.  Edricus  dc  Streona,  the  fon  of  one 
^gilricus,  and  the  uncle  of  Godwin,  of  mean  pa- 
rentage, but  of  a  dexterous  wit,  was  created  duke 
of  Mercia,  as  Hoveden  and  Florence  relate,  ann. 
IC07.  But  I  conceive  it  more  agreeable  to  truth, 
that  it  was  1003,  as  Math.  Wemn.  hath  caft  it, 
being  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  the  former  Al- 
fricus,  with  whom  and  his  fon  the  king  was  high- 
ly difpleafed,  and  had  difinherited  them.  He 
married  Edgita,  the  daughter  of  king  Ethelred, 
and  was  a  great  favourite  at  court,  but  proved 
perfidious  to  his  truft.  Ann.  1006,  he  procuircd 
the  flaughter  of  duke  Ethelftan  at  ShreWfbury, 
by  one  Godwin,  an  inhumane  butcher.  Ann. 
loi  I,  he  was  one  of  the  council  at  London,  that 
gave  a  tribute  of  forty-eight  thoufand  pounds  to 
the  Danes.  Ann.  1015,  ne  caufed  Sigefert  and 
Morcar,  earls  of  Northumberland,  to  be  flain  at 
Oxford;  and  that  year  alfo,  with  40  Ihips,  re- 
volted to  the  Danes,  as  Math.  Weftm.  teftifics. 
Ann.  1016,  being  joined  by  king  Canutus,  he, 
in  a  hoftile  manner,  invaded  Mercia,  and  did 
much  harm.  After  which  time,  the  fame  year, 
June  25th,  he  came  with  Canutus  in  battle-array 
againft  the  king,  Edmund  Iron-fide,  at  Shii^ftone, 
upon  the  borders  of  Oxford  and  Worcefterlhipcs, 
not  far  from  Rowlright  and  Long-Compton  5  near 
to  which  place,  at  this  day,  I  have  feen  remain- 
ing great  ilones  fet  in  a  circular  form  upon  a  hfll, 
lying  over  Little-Rowlright,  in  memory,  as  fome 
imagine,  of  the  great  battle  there  fought  1  the 
vidlory  being  obtained  by  the  Englifh,  where  this 
duke  behaved  himfelf  very  treadheroufly  5  but 
perceiving  king  Edmund's  valour,  aod  fearing  the 

turning 
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tomiiig  of  the  feales  he  potictcly  made  his  peac^ 
and  &u^  virii^tbe  kkij^  wgmA  the  Danes,  ac 
OcfoftL  in  Kent  the  fame  j^ar  *,  but  perBdioufly 
counfelUng  a  A0|>  of  the  puiiuit  of  vidory  ac 
Aylcsfbr4  in  Kent,  ^ve  a  breathing  time  to  the 
Paoest  wl)o,  recweni{g  tbemfelves,  fought  with 
tfbe  &ne/)W8  ^  A&doinfii  in  Eflbc,  andMt  » 
gKUviaajrhy  the^^ioof  diis'fidriek  m  the 
^r«T^Mnf  battle ;  and^  at  length,  as  Hoveden 
cells  us,  periinded  king :  £dimi&d  to  flxare  tbe 
jcmgdom  with  Comitus,  a|Cttrmtfiti|^ combat,  as 
ibmc  report,  iQCheifle^Afaicy,  near  GlouccAert^ 
tQ  the  year  t£»iyi  fe  whicfa  ^r  king  £dimiiQd 
died  on  Sc,  iSadMv's.D^,  uncertain,  whether  n 
natural  or  a  vkdwt  dadi,  bjr  che  means  «f -this 
pcrtidious  Fdrick.  Mstth.  Wcftm.  and.  others 
idl  a  roiil  tloTy'«f'the«iiunki:;.€oinimMtd  M|mi 
the  king  &t  Oxford.  But  king  Csniitus,' loving 
die  t  region  but  abhorring  the  traitor,  took  aw»^ 
his  dukedom  from  him,  asMacth.  tells  us,  whiea 
ib  ineeifled  him,  that  he  gave  forth  menacing 
words  to  the  kii^  1  who,  not  enduring  his  lan- 
ffog^  «nd  fearing  his  wretdicd  defigas,  com- 
maoded  him  to  be  privately  fkrangled,  and  his 
bo^  dtfown  out  of  a  window  into  the  Thames. 
Oaim  relate  him  to  be  beheaded,  and  his  head 
find  ^pon  a-pole  in  the  Tower  of  I^ondon.  Ano- 
ther ti^%  he  was  hanged,  and  flung  into  the 
ThanMs.  Another,  thai  he  was  fiung  over  the 
€ky  walls,  and  his  body  left  unburicd ;  ^hich. 
was  dooe^  lays  the  fame  author,  in  NativUaie  jDo- 
w4m^  L  «.  Deconber  2fth.  Some  relate  the  place 
10  fae-Baynard's  Caftle,  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
riwr. 


SEC 


r 


470     THE     V  A  L  ER  O  Y  A  L 

SECT.    III. 

Of  the  Earls  ^Mercia    {called  byfome  Earls 
pfChthtr)  before  the  Conquejl. 

1017.  i.T    EOFRICUS,  the fon  of Leofwin,  was 
X-/  made  carl  (or  duke,  as  feme  call  him) 
of  Mercia  •,  but,  moft  ordinarily,  earl  of  Chcftcr. 
His  Father  l-eofwine,  is  called  duke  of  Mercia  by 
one  author  only,  that  is  Knighton,  and  that  but 
obiter^  when  mentioning  this  Leofrick.     There  be 
thofe  that  produce  his  progenitors,  for  five  gene- 
rations, as  earls  of  Leiceftcr :  The  firft  fpoken  of 
is  Leucitus,  or  Leofricus :    The  fecond  Algar, 
his  fon,  buried  at  Crowland,     The  third,  Algar 
the  Second,  who  was  flain  by  the  Danes.     The 
fourth  was  Leofrick  the  Second.     The  fifth  was 
Leofwin,  who  had  three  fons,  Edwin,  flain  by  Grif- 
fin, prince  of  North  Wales ;  Norman,  flain  by 
Canutus  •,  together  with  Edrick,  and  this  prefent 
Leofrick  advanced  by  Canutus  to  this  honoun 
There  is  a  fufpicion  of  all  this  honour  conferred 
upon  Lei'cefter,  to  be  falfe,  and  that  by  the  impo- 
fition  of  Legeoceftria,  in  ancient  copies,  which  fig- 
nified  Chefter,   or  the   Caftle    of  legionary  fof. 
diers.     But  I  (hall  leave  it  injiatu  quo.     A.  1023, 
an   eclipfe   of  the  fun,,  hor.  9,    verno   tempore^ 
happened    January  24,    ad  hor.  11.     This   earl 
was  a  great  ftickler  for  the  coronation  of  Harold^ 
and  with  his  confederates  obtained  it.  A*  D.  1035. 
He'w^s  the  builder  of  many  chur(!hcs,  agranterof 
charters  to  Coventry,  a  great  lover  of  Chefter,  ana 
adorned  it  with  many  buildings.     A.  D.  1051,  he 
was  a  prime  leader  m  the  army  againft  earl  God- 
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Saa  of  diit  Leofrick^  without  caufe,  as  Hbvedcn 
relates.  But  he  proved  a  notable  thmbler  of  the 
kiiufs  peace  i  ibr  fljihg  into  Iitland,  he  obuiricd 
18  m^ps,  and  with  aid  of  Griffin,  the  Bnton,  com- 
QUtned great  (boils*  and  overthrewt)se  king's  aimv 
witUn  two  miles  of  Hereford,  OA6ber  24^  and  at* 
lerwards  took  the  city  and  burnt  it^  but  at  length 
POdpe  w^  made,  and  the  ^oung  earl  rfftpred  to 
(is  <jigpi»W.  Hisifather  having  built  the  monaftery 
oflxpminflwin  Herefoidfhire,  called  LeonenieMo- 
nafteriunm  corruptly  Leovenfe,  and  Leofenfe,  do- 
jmitd  this  life  in  a  good  old  age  at  his  houfe  in 
Ofoaicf  in  iStaffordflure,  Nov.  30,  1057,  fays 
woomton :  but  Simeon  Durham,  Hoveden,  and 
V(f!i;£.yir^.  agree,  that  it  was  Aug.  31,  the  fame 
yw^  imd  was  buried  at  Coventry. 
'  1057.  2.  Algar,  the  foh  of  Lcofrick,  fucceeded 
his  father  in  the  earldoms  of  Chefter,  Leiccfter, 
and  Coventry ;  and,  befides,  was  alfo  earl  of  Ox- 
ford. He  was  expelled  by  the  king  a  fecond  time, 
iays  Ingulphus,  A.  D.  1058  (who  highly  extols 
him,  for  it  ieem3  he  vras  a  good  beneta£tor  to  his 
monaftery  of  Crowland),  but  by  the  help  of  Griffin, 
his  old  friend,  the  king  of  North- Wales,  he  made 
forcible  entrance  upon  his  earldom,  and  quietly  re* 
tained  it  till  the  next  year,  wherein  he  died,  viz. 
1059,  and  was  buried  befide  his  father  in  Co- 
ventry. 

1059.  3.. Edwin,  the  fon  of  Algar,  fucceeded 
him  in  this  earldom ;  who,  with  his  brother  Mor- 
car,  in  the  year  1066,  by  force  of  arms,  drove  carl 
Toftiusout  of  Lincolnlhire,  and  the  fame  year 
fought  with  Harold  Harfagcr,  king  of  Norway, 
and  earl  Toftius,  Sept.  20,  being  Wcdnefday, 
neu-  Riccal,  upon  the  river  Ouie,  about  leven 
miles  fouth  of  York,  but  were  beaten,  and  many  of 
their  foldiers  drowned  in  the  river.     But  king 

William. 
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WilliaT)  the  Conqueror  arriving  in  this  idand,  and 
having  overthrown  king  Harold  in  that  faul  bat- 
tle at  the  place  thence  lo  called  in  Suflex,  on  Sa- 
turday Oftober  14th,  foon  put  a  period  to  the 
dignities  of  the  Saxon  nobility,  and  created;  one  of 
his  own  kinfmen,  that  very  year,  earl  of  Cheftcr :  Yet 
this  earl  Edwin,  with  others  of  the  nobles,  made 
their  peace  witlv  the  Conqueror  at  Berkhamfted,  in 
Hertf ordlhire.     A. D.  1067,  the  Conqueror  failing 
into  Normandy,  carried  this  earl  and  other  nobles 
with  him  over  fea,  not  daring  to  truft  fuch  dange- 
rous friends  in  a  late  acquired  dominion.     A.  D. 
1071,  the  king  was  defirous  to  put  them  in  clofer  - 
cuKody ;  but  perceiving  his  defign  they  fecretly  ftolc 
from  court ;  and  among  the  reft  earl  Edwin  made 
his  way  for  Scotland,  but  was  flain  by  his  own 
companions  in  his  journey  thither.     He  bare  in  a 
field  of  the  fun,  an  eagle  difplayed,  Saturn,  enfign- 
cd  with  a  crown  naval.     Feme,  in  his  Lacies's  No- 
bility, pag.  28,  where  you  may  read  a  large  ftory 
of  thefe  feven  fucceflive  earls  in  the  next  fedtion. 


♦<-M->**^<-e-^*<-«-fl-0-M- 


Of  the  Earls  o/^Chefter,  Jnce  the  Conquefi. 

1071.  I.  TTUGH  Lupus  had  the  earldom  by 
XJl  gift  from  the  Conqueror j  in  what 
year  certainly  to  fix  his  feizure  of  this  dominion  the 
fluid  relations  of  our  hiftorians  will  not  permit ; 
But  r  fuppofe  it  was  in  the  year  1071 ;  prefently 
after  the  death  of  earl  Edwin  :  For  the  Conqueror, 
perceiving  the  minds  of  the  Englifh  to  be  very  a- 
verfe  to  his  yoke,  and  on  every  occafion  fubjeft  to 
raife  new  broils,  he  cut  ofi^  fome  of  the  nobility,  im* 
prifoncd  others,  and  feized  their  lands  •,  among  the 
reft  Ingulfus  (one  that  wa;>  alive  in  thofe  days)  re- 
ports 
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pprts  Edwin  to  have  beep  flaugKtcDcd.;  and  faap^ 

Pnmceps  ergo  Comtaius  &  B^ronias^  Bpi/capaiuSy  (S 

fr^ilatias  Mius  tenitjkis  Nmmamiisijux^  dijtrihuit. 

I  find  a)fo,  to  confirm  this  conjefture^  that  Adatth. 

Weft^  A«  P.  1079,  fpea^  •£  the  earidfxm  of  Cfae£* 

ter  beixw  piven  to  one  Rj^milph  de  Miccnis,  lend>- 

ii^  us  a  nuic  of  the  ttipe  of  the  firft  donation,  tha* 

hemifs  in  the  perfoa,  putt]ng.RalphdeMefchins^thc 

ihiid  earl,  for  Hugh  Li^s.     This  firft  earl.  A-  IX 

1098,  joining  forces  «ii{h  Hugkeacl  of  Shrewibw* 

7,  overthrew  the  Welihmen,  and  wrefted  Apgldc^ 

wc  ot  their  hands.    He  fiuAt  the  caftfe  of  Digan- 

wejr,  oyer  againft  the  prefent  Abercoawsufin  MlaiesKp 

tbd  ancient  ieat  of  th;  Bcidfli  Kings.     U^  lent  for 

Aafelmy  th,e  abbbt,  hia  anoient  fciendi  out  of  Nos^r 

mondy^  to  afift  him.  in  thfc  building  and  dn^ring 

of  St.  Wcrburgh's  monsiftery,  and  tovifit  him  now 

in  ficknefs.     After  he  lij^d  done  ma^y  notable 

feats,  and  fettled  his  province  in  a  martial  poihirq, 

he  died  the  very  fame  year,  £iys  Knighton,  that 

Anfelm,  now  being  archbi^pp,  held  a  council  at 

London,  which  was  in  the  year  of  grace  1  loa.  He 

bare  Jupiter^  a  wolPs  he^  erafed,  Luna.    Feme, 

in  Lacy,  pag.  40.  In  this,  and  the  fucceeding  earls, 

that  I  mav  not  feem  aSlwi^  4S^^  ^  AaU  recite  only 

what  was  before  oln|itted,  and  ftaqp  the  exaA  and 

(rue  tiQAes  of  their  dominionr 

s.  Rkh^dt  ^  f?n  of  Hugh  Lvpvst  at  feven 
years  of  age  focceeded  his  £ather  \  he  wsas  drowned 
at  Bafbfl^  in  Nonnandy,  November  25,  being 
Thuriday,  in  the  c)o^  of  the  evenihg<i  according  1x1 
the  general  dilates  of  our  writers. 

3.  Ranulf  I.  nephew  to  Hug4i  Lupus:  he  is 
calkd  dcGernones  by  Brampton ^  but  corruptly: 
for  in  his  charter  to  St.  Werburgh,  calling  Hugh 
his  uncle,  he  is  ftylcd  deMelbhyns.  He  gave  Up- 
ton, two  miles  North  of  Chcfter,  to  that  abbey. 
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He  ruled  but  eight  years,  as  Brompton  and  Knigh- 
ton do  both  teftify. 

4.  Ranulf  IL  iumanied  de  Gcrnons,  or  Vernon, 
fon  of  the  fonner  Ranulf,  A.  D.  1 141,  he  poffcffed 
Lincoln  .a^ainft  the  king,  and  made  notable  ftirs 
in  the  nation.  He  is  reported  to  have  been  poi- 
foned  by  William  Pcverel,  and  died  in  the  year 
.1154,  as  JSimeon  of  Durham,  Brompton  and 
Knighton  do  all  teftify;  thelaftwheroof  makes  fure 
work, i>2 additionof thefynchroniim  €^ king Ste- 
.phen's.death. 

5.  Hugh  II.  called  Kevdiock,  from  a  town  of 
the  fame  name  in  Wales  where  he  was  born,  now 
termed  Machanleth,  in  Montgomeryfhire.  He  was 
the  foil  of  Ranulf  IL. .  In  the  year  1 157,  Malcolm 
king  of  Scotland  came  to  Chefter,  a|}d  did  homage 
to  kjngHenry..  In  the  year  1172,  this  earl  rofe 
in  arms  againft  the  king;  and  in  1173  was  taken 
prifoner.    In  1 1 8 1 ,  he  died  at  Leek,  S tafibrdfliire. 

1 1 8 1.  6.  Ranulf  IIL  fon  of  Hugh  II.  born  at 
Whitchurch  in  Shroplhire,  was  alfo  earl  of  Lincoln 
and  Huntingdon.  He  had  three  noble  wives,  but 
no  iffue;  and  performed,  as  before  recited,  many 
.great  atchievements.  He  died  at  Wallingford  the 
28th  of  Odober,  1232,  and  was  buried  at  Chefler. 

1232.  7*  John  Scot,  n^hew  to  Ranulf  III. 
enjoyed  this  earldom  but  a  mort  time,  dying,  as 
fome  fay,  of  poifon,  in  -the  year  1237,  at  Darnal 
Grange,  in  Edibury  hundred,  the  yxk  of  June,  and 
was  buried  at  Chefter.  After  his  deccafe  king 
Henry  IIL  held  the  earldom  for  fome  time  in  his 
own  hands,  and  ajfterwards  created  his  fon  Edward 
earl  of  that  palatinate.  The  following  genealogi- 
cal fcheme  exhibits  at  one  view  an  account  of  theif 
fviccclfive  title  t0  that  dominion. 
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The  Stem  of  the  Earls  of  Chefter. 


Jdm  Bohwii  Bail  of 
Gwncrliiiay  tnd 
loidofCaititl. 


Rtnolf  I.   - 
dcMefchyn. 


4- 

Rasnlf  JL- 
deGernon. 

Botriet,  iMXn^tttr  «f— ^ 
Rid.  LiKy,  chief      | 
jufticeofEoglaBd. 


£iiiiiiii,....A.^_RichardEbil  or  AvrancbcK 
in  Conftantinc  in  ,Nqi- 
mandjr.    • 


Hugh  Lttpnt,  ■■  A.    Enncnimdc. 
•Mar^TOt* 

«; 

Maud — A— lUchard.  2.  Ottwd.  3 .  Rob. 
daughter  to  Abbot 

Stephen,  £•  4.  Geva.    of  Bu- 

of  Bloii.  ry. 


-Maud,  daughter  to 
Aubrey  deVere, 
£.  of  Guifnes 
and  Oxon* 

-Alice,  dai^hter  to 
Robert  Earl  of 
5.  I  Gioucefter. 

^^ — Hugh  IL 
Keveliock. 

6. 

Ranulf  m.    He  buUt  Beeflon-Gaftle. 
de^B(jcmde\'iIle. 

Maud  •~^^— David,   Earl  of   Angui 
Habel      I  apd  Gallowiiy  in  Sco(- 

Agnes      I  land,    aud   of    Hun- 

Avifi       I  tingdon  in  England. 

7- 
John  Scott. 
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The  Earls  ^Cheftfer,  ^f  fhe  Jioyal  '^looJ^ 

1 Z5Z.  i^  rp DWARD  I.  fon  of  kii^  Henjy  III. 
J2/  "Ms  born  Juite  'i 6,  123^,  at  Weft- 
riiinftcr  j  whicfh  year  ind  month  he  cohfemi  by 
an  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  oh  the  third  day  of  the  fame 
month bordfextd^ i. e.ndar^noon ;  and  fo  it  fell  out 
iUdtiiAy  t)ieTunt)i6ih]p;  i^lij^fed  about  nine  digits^  in 
the  19th  Qemini.  When  lie  was  thirteen  yea^  <W^ 
in  the  year  12^2,  he  was  created  ejM  of  CheA)ftr,« 
wiAthoft6h(yuf»6f-!rcIand,<Jiifcoign,  and  Wales; 
as  b6th  the  Matthew^  ^ml  iCni^hton  do  teflify^ 
iTTiis  was  ^tHe  man  U^at  ^tr^s  fc}  mightily  pleafed 
with  the  pleafantnefs  of  Chelhire^  that. he  term- 
ed it  the  *oyal  Vattcy  xti  -fingfend ;  tWt  parti* 
cularly,  fKat  ijplSce  :of  it,  ^where  lie  ifourfded  his 
ftately  abBiey, 

1264.  2.  Simon  de  Montfbrt«  the* potent  earl  of 
Leicefter,  Jft'Wf^  oVdthT&wn' the  kflfig  in  a  fignal 
battle,  at  LC^es  In  SulRx^  'tfh'd  Yaken  the  king 
prifoner,  and  Tiis  fgn  Ejdwi^rd,  iie  reeeived.  tiic 
earldom  of  Chefter,  aind  mkny 'other  honodrsiMto 
his  poffeflion  for  the  prince's  rarrfyfa  5  htit  Ac 
nctxt  year  i>e>i)ff  flain  at  Evdham,  the  fifth  of  Au- 
gull,  aH  nis  honours  . retarded  unto  the  crown 
rj^gahi  %  the^^diir  rt&S'  JThe  feries  of  time 
•cohftrairted  i!his  man  to  bciiiferted  as  aftual  pof- 
l^flbr  of  tliis  earldom,  t1kh%h  not  of  the  royal 
btoiod. 

1302.  3.  Edwordll.  born  at  Carnarvon  in  Wales, 
6ft  Tuefday/ApTit  25,  1284*     He  was  fummoned 

to 
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to  the  parlvimenc  at  Lincoln,  held  by  his  father 
at  ttat  place,  in  the  year  1.302^  with  the- titles  of 
carl  of  Chcfter  and  Flint :  in  which  year  he  went 
to  Cheiler  and  received  homage. 

1322. 4.  Edward  III.  born  at  Wiiidfor, November 
14,  13 12,  being  the  feaft  of  St.  Bricius,  whofe 
birth  Walfingham  fixes  with  a  notable  eolipfc  of 
the  moon,  the  fame  year,  on  Thurfday  the  foar- 
tceotJi  of  December,  the  morrow  after  tlie  feaft  of 
^Lucy,  which  began  in  the  evening,  <ind  conti- 
nued three  hours.  He  was  created  prince  of  Wales, 
duke  of  Aquicain,and  earl  of  Cliefi:«r,  in  a  parlia- 
ment-at  York  in  the  year  J  322,  and  held  it  four- 
teen years,  till  he  difpoiedc^  it  to  his  fon. 

1336.  5.  Edward  the  Black  Prince^born  at  Wood- 
ftock^  June  15^  13299  ^nd  cf eated  eaf  1  of  Chefter 
in  full  parbament,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Gregory,  i.e. 
March  12,  1336,  which  he  hdd  till  the  ilay  of 
liis  death,  which  was  upon  Trinity  Sunday,  June 
6,1376,  having  been  earl  of,  this  county  forty 
years  and  almoft  three  months. 

1376.  6.  Richard  II.  the  fon  of  the  Black  Prince, 

bom  at  Bourdeaux,   in  13^6^  fays  Walfingham, 

fc?  in  Efipbanid  Domini^  fays  Thorne,  i.  e.  January 

6.     He  wa5  created  carl  of  Chefter  prd'ently  after 

his  father's   d^ath,  in  the  parliament   at   Weft- 

minfter,  in  the  nrionth  of  June,   1376.     In    the 

year    1398,    he   aflumed  the  ftile  of  prince    of 

Chefter,  in   the  parliament   at    Shrewlbury,  and 

continued  fo  till  his  depofition  by  Henry  IV.     So 

Ithat  he  held  this  dominion  from  his  firll  creation 

till  diat  time  twenty-three  years :  after  whom  the 

eldeft  fons  of  the  kings  or  England  were  always 

at  their  birth  reputed  earls  of  Chefter ;  but  moit 

times  were  folemnly  create.  1    and  inveftcd  in  that 

dignity. 

1399. 7.  Henry  V.  when  his  father  afTumed  the  re- 
gal dignities,  was,  in  the  lame  parliament,  created 

prince 
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prince  of  Wales,  duke  of  Cornwall,  tnd  earl  of 
Chefter.  He  wa$  bom  at  Monmouth,  in  the  year 
1388,  and  he  held  his  principality  twenty-two 
years. 

1421.  8.  Henry  VI.  born  earl  of  Chefter,  at 
Windfor,  on  St.  Nicholas  da)r,  December  6,  142  f> 
which  he  held  till  the  birth  of  his  eldeft  fon,  ahnoft 
thirty-two  years. 

1453. 9*  Edward,  the  fon  of  kii^  Henry  VI.  was 
born  at  Weftminfter  O&ober  13,  X452»  ^^  ^  ^ 
birth,  earl  of  this  coimty ;  bur  he  was  more  (b- 
lemnly  inftituted  the  15th  of  March  follow- 
ing. He  was  murdered  at  Tewkeftniry,  by  Rich* 
ard  Crouchback  (after  king  of  England),  in  May» 

1471. 1  o.  Edward  V.  fon  of  king  Edward  IV.  was 
born  November  4,  1471,  at  Weftminfter,  his  £^ 
ther  being  now  king,  and  he,  by  right  of  birth^ 
fucceeds  the  former  unfortunate  Edward  in  rfiis 
earldom;  but  wa^  more  pompoufly  inaugurated 
into  his  dignities  July  i,  1473  ;  and  fo  continued 
ten  years,  till  he  was  cruelly  murdered  at  the  fe-; 
cret  appointment  of  his  ufurping  uncle  and  un» 
natiaral  guardian,  to  preferve  the  crown  from  him. 

1483. 1 1  •  Edward,  the  eldeft  fon  of  king  Richard 
III.  was  born  at  Middleham  near  Richmond^ 
1473,  and  was  created  by  his  father  earl  of  Chef- 
ter Auguft  24,  1483,  which  he  held  but  two 
years,  tor  he  died  in  1485,  before  his  father  was 
flain  at  Bofworth  field  ;  happy  in  that  he  faw  ndt 
his  father's  downfall. 

1485.  12.  Henry  VII.  fon  of  Edmund  earl  of 
Richmond,  was  bom  in  Pembroke-caftle  in  the  year 
1457,  ^^^  ^^  ^^  fifty-two  years  old  when  he 
died  April  22,  1509.  He  attained  the  crown 
Auguft  22, 1485,  and  among  other  ix)yaltte9*,  kept 
in  his  pofTeflTion  the  palatinate  of  Chefter,  till  the 
birth  of  his  eldeft  fon. 

i486. 


f  X486. 13.  iUtlmritbeeldeftibnofld^ 
imbomuiHiadiitaicT Septrmberao;  *i48«;  jndl 
fRHn  his  cnmuioe  into  liie  world  darts  tht  adniif- 
fioD  into  this  earldom,  but  was  with  more  fokm* 
flitir  inftalkd  ixt  the  fifth  tear  cuncfcit  <xf  Us  ik^ 
tho^s  itign,  0nthe  £vA  Wv-St..  Andrew,.  Ndvenbk 
br^^o,  74&9«  He  ctted  in  the  year  1 503^  'April 
^  at  Ludlow.  «  V 

^^risdbl. 14. Henry  VIIL  duke  of  York^  andiecood 
ft*  ^Ifiof  Heoiy  VII:  fucceeded  his  brodk:r4n  thb 
d^^piiff/.  He  was^iKNSf  at.GreeMrich,  June^aa^ 
^fpx^  he;waa'ttivefted  Febmary  iSirfgof ,  ^ih  the 
nilittf fftli  ycar^rf  hit. fatl^er^aicigai  ^  '.' 
.7dit37»s5^Edwa]?dyLdiefoirat.kingHeiir7  V 
(at  hxs  birth,  which  wat.  at  HamptiArCourt^  earl 
tfAChAcr),  intfaeyear  1537^0001^60  la,  and  was 
^.'lii^aE  the  iame months  as' biflKMJir -  0«i- 
win  tefti(ie$,  invefted  in  that  dignity,  iii  died 
atGivenwich,  July  6, 1553.  ,^^ 

1553*  16.  Mary,i  daughter  to  king  Henry  VIII. 
hanring  the  royal  diadem  upon  her  he^,  is  to  be  re- 

ritcd  countds.  of  Chefter  during  ber  lite  v^' which 
may  as  well  fet  down,  as  Dr.  Powell  in  hi& 
Wales,  makes  her  princefs  of  that  territory :  bo- 
&iei,'  flie  afted  in  thefe  dominions  according  to 
^•ratc  of  her  place . and  titles:  to  which  alio, 
.Humphrey  Floyd  gives  in  his  vcrdift,  that  tJie 
■idqg.of  England's  fldcft  dwghier  enjoyed  this 

Jriviltge^  if  njale  iiTue  failed.  She  died  at  St. 
amcs's-houfc,  November  17,  1558. 
160^.  J  7.  Elizabeth,  queen  of  England,  and  daugh' 
tcr  coking  Henry  VIII,  at  her  afccnt  to  the  royal 
thronCf  affomcd  the  dignities  of  Chefter,  and  ac- 
cordingly mana^d  the  aifairs  of  that  county.  Shu 
was  born  at  Greenwich,  September  7,  1533,  and 
died  at  Richmond,  March  24,  160}. 

18.  Henry,  the  cldcft  fon  of  king  James,  w«s 

born  at  Edinburgh,  February  19,  15$^  and  %t 

-      .  '  '      *hi-^ 
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his  father's  coming  to  the-crown,  was  invnod^tely 
earl  of  Chefter ;  but  fuUy  invefted  May  30;,  idiiO, 
He  died  November  6,  161 2,  at  St.  Jfames'Sk    • 

1610. 19.  Charles  I.  fecond ion ofking  James, born 
atDumfermling,in  Scotland,  November  9^  1 60Q9  at 
his  brother's  death  was  earl  of  Chefter  ;  hw  pom* 
|)oufly  invefted  November  4,  161 6.  He  fuQered 
a.  violent  death  at  Weftminfter,  on  Tuefday  Janu- 
ary 30,  164^-,  about  two  o'clock  in  thp  afternoon, 
and  buried  at  Windfor  on  Saturday  £ebrutry  the 
Seventeenth.  His  death  I  (hall  Bx  tor  future  ages, 
with  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  in  Scorpio,  12,  24, 
which  I  faw  at  Oxford,  above  four  digits,  eight 
months  after,  viz,  0£tober  25,  1649,  one  hour 
forty-five  minutes,  P.  M«» 

1630, 20.  Charles,  the  eldeftfon  of  kingCharlfi^, 
was  made  earl  of  this  county  on  Saturday  Nt^y  39, 
1630,  near  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  is 
ftill  living.  Whether,  or  when  hp  was  iblemnly 
inftalled  in  this  royalty,  J  yet  find  not*  His  birtn 
was  accompanied  with  two  notable  accident^  in  the 
heavens,  i.  The  ftar  of  Venus  was  vifible  all 
day  long ;  as  fometimcs  it  falls  out  near  hergmafr- 
eft  elorigation.  The  fecond  was  an  ^ipfe  ra  the 
fun,  about  eleven  digits  the  fecond  day  after»  be- 
ing May  the  thirty-firft,  6.  h.  P.  M,  dbf^rved  l» 
Dodor  Bainbridge,  at  Oxford,  m  Gemini  19^^ 
and  Gaflendus,  at  Paris,  p.  88^,  £picur.  Pit^ 
lofopb.  to  be  eclipfed  eleven  digits  thirty-two  mi- 
nutes. ^ 

Thus  have  1  given  in  the  catalo^e  of  ail  the 
carls  of  Chefter  to  this  day.  Ijudecd,  I  read  of 
one  £dol,  in  the  year  471,  and  of  one  Curibn,  in 
-<he  days  of  king  Arthur,  earls  o(  Chefter ;  Alfo,, 
of  one  Brochweil,  earl  or  confirf  of  Chdler, 
in  the  days  of  Ethelfrid,  king  of  Northumborland :  ' 
But  becaufe  more  fobcr  and  difcvect  authors,  not 
addided  to  the  pS^y  &^ons  of  bardi  and  monks, 
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bane  yieUbd  us  no  foUdconfimutionoftfadir  dines 
aoAwMmaions,  I  0udl  lay  them  to  flecp.  in  thdr 
MiDiilfiih  cndks,  and  leave  them  to  be  rocked  by 
Pwwinw  VJnuuuus,  Geo^f  of  Monmouth, 
HcdEor  Boeduiis,  and  t^dydore  .Viigi^  perioas 
noiefic  to  tend  babes  with  their  rattles  and  talo, 
tiuu  CO  write  a  ibber  hiftory. 


CHAP.    III. 


Cfjie  Bs/io^  tf  MertMf  and  others  Jkceud- 
mdi  bfUfy^  oftbepKuliiirBififipstf^ 


S  E  C  T.    I. 

OfibeBiJbtfsofyitvciz^  their  Seat  not  fixed. 

655.  t.  TXIUMA,  a  Scotchman,  was  immedi- 
JL/  ately  afttr  the  (laughter  of  Penda, 
cMftttutcd  bifliop  of  Mercia,  by  Ofwy,  the  Chrif- 
tiaa  king  of  N<xthumberland ;  he  was  one  of  the 
four  priefts  that  came  with  Finanus  out  of  Scot- 
land, and  was  ordained  by  him  to  this  prorin^. 
He  died  at  F^ing. 

658.  1.  CooUah,  another  Scot,  called  Cellach, 
bff  Bcde,  late  hifliop  of  Mercia  \  who,  upon  fome 
dtfcoctents,  in  a  little  while  returned  to  the  mo- 
nafterf  of  Hij,  in  Scotland,  or  Jona,  one  of  the 
illes  of  the  Flebrides,  called  now  Icolmkill,  from 
$L  Columbus^  the  firft  erefter  of  that  monaftery. 

660.  3.  Trumhere,  an  -EngUflunan,  but  or* 
dained  by  the  Scots ;  he  was  abbot  of  Ingctlin, 
the  place  where  kbg  Ofwy  was  flain. 

Vol.  1.  (^q  q  W4. 
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664.  4.  Jaruman,  or  German,  as  *Bede*s  9tK- 
on  Copy  calls  him,  next  fucoeeded,  and  perfi^rflied 
many  good  deeds  beionging  to  his  fun&ioti  in  tlie 
£aft-Saxon  province,  being  ient  tiiither  bf  tbe 
king  of  Mercuu  ^ 

SECT.    n. 

Bijhops  of  Mercia,  having  tbitr  Seats  fome- 
times  at  Coventry,  fometimes  at  Chefter, 
nwfi  eommonfy  at  Lichfield,  4nd  th$f^)bre 
(thetfttalfyfoJtiieJ;  Ina  bMlCkeMren^ider 
their  Eptfa^al  Government. 

669.  I.  /^EApDA,  fo  called  by  Bede,  was 
V-^  forrietiriie  archbrfhop  of  York,  and  ab- 
bot of  LeftiOTay,  in  Yorkfliire ;  but  new  by  Wol- 
phur,  king  or  Mercia,  made  bifhop  of  Mercia, 
and  W  &  feat  affigned  at  Lidifidd.  :Tto  is 
that  famous  St.  Chad,  ai  whom  tht  csompiler  of 
Wooden  Legend  tells  fo  many  true  lies^.  He  is 
faid,  by  Bede,  to  die  6  Nan.  Mart,  or  the  fecund 
of  March,  being  St.  Chad's  day,  famous  in*  Iiich- 
field  AnnaU.  -^- 

672.  2.  Winfrid,  a  good  and  as  modef):  iniM, 
l9?ho  had  been  a  deacon  under  St.  Chad;  and^was 
ordained  bifhop  of  this  province,  by'  TlMKtore 
VII.  arcfabiihop  of  Ganterbury.  He  was  ^piefeat 
at  the  council  of  Herttbrd,  but  was  dDp^icdL  by 
the  fame  Theodore,  for  fome  difobddUdirer  as 
Bede  terms  it. 

(\y6.  3.  Scxwulfus,  in  this  year,  fate  bilhdp  of 
Mercia  atLich&dd ;  as  the  cfafohcAc^ical  table  at 
the  end  of  loguifus  fays.    He  was  C^r^ru^or  & 

Mbas 
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Jl^  Afyu^mi  MuUs4fmi^fd^  ntm.  caOed  Cecer- 
.li«m^  in  Nortliiaoiptonflure.    laJ^W.^^^  tlif 

692.  4*  Hedda^  or  Eadhedius^  ^y  .^^i||^onr 
nils  him,  h^an  in  this  jcap,  ^  the^c)[u?9Qolbg;{c'4 
table  ezbibits  ^  whidi  hiihop  Ggdiyin  fqUows. 

721.  5.  Al(hdnuSy  Cut  d^  7ii^,  as  the  for- 
mer table,  dicnigh  bilhop  Gcxiwin  jg^  down  721^ 
whom  i  lo6ku{>on  aa  ftandii^onthe  former^s 
ihoulders,  and  feeing  truu  the'taith  He  died 
in  the  year  727,  as  Hoveden  tttftifies. 
*737v  ^'  Witta,  or  ^icca,  as  Simon  0f  '0ur- 
•JiJWtcailshim. 

'  ■    75«-  7-  Hcmelitt^  .  .  »       \  . 

^ '  764.  8.  Ciichred,  qilk)d.Ctftbtfi?4>  J^ff  J^^f- 
.buiy. 

773'  9-  Berthunus,  or  Berthum  •,  his  beginning 
is  placed  in  this  year  by  the  chjnonological  uble. 

780.  10.  Higbertus :  th{$  man  is  not  mention- 
ed in  Malsnibury's  Rafter  of  Mercian  bifiiops  -, 
JbtM  I  fin4  him  fubTcribingto  the  canons  of  the 
ci^nfril  m  Calcuth  there  cielebrated,  in  the  year 
^ .  7^7  :  In  which  year  k  was  determined,  that  Lich- 
£Md  Ihould  be  the  (eat  of  an  archbiuiop,  as  the 
.  kamed  knight  collets  out  of  Hoveden .     Befides, 
^  .he  tells  us,   that  he  was  called  Higcbritus,  or 
Hugebertus,  or  Humbertus.     That  Higbert,   as 
Jirchbiihop,  was  alive  in  the  year  793  -y  one  of  the 
^.^^harters  of  king  OSa  tellifies  by  his  lubfcription. 
-  That  Humbert,  as  archbifhop,  was  alive  anno. 
-793fc  Matthew  WcftnAUifter  witncffes,  cafting  up 
his.HC^ount,  that  he  died  ann.  795,  and  that  one 
Highqrt  fucceeded.     Of    one  Higbert,   I   read 
>Q^*  795*  4^  9:^  May,  fubfcribing  to  a  fecond 
'-    charter  of  St.  Alban's.     I  find  at  this  very  time 
oneAdulf^  arcbbifliop  of  Lichfield,  fitting  in  the 
Q^q  q  2  chair 
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chair  ann.  790^  as  the  fore-cited  Cable  and  the 
kiuig^  both  place,  hhn:  In  the  mean  while^  Wilr 
liam  of  Malmlbury^  leaves  out  all  the  Higbcrts 
and  Humberts,  and  fets  down  only  one  Adulf  be- 
tween the  two  bifhopSy  Berthun  and  Herewiii.  I 
read  alfo  of  one  Aldulf,  bifliop  of  Sidnacefter)  ili 
Lincolnihire,  within  the  limits  of  Mercia,  at  this 
very  time,  who  is  called  biftiop  of  Lichfield,  bare- 
ly without  a  pall  at  his  back,  by  Brompton ;  and 
yet  notwithftandinft,  Malmfbury  records  that  the 
archbifliop  of  Lichfield's  name,  at  his  conftitution, 
was  Aldulfus.  The  time  of  this  archbiihopriek's 
duraoon  was  from  787  to  the  year  802,  but  fif- 
teen years  continuance,  no  long  time  ^  for  in  the 
year  .787  the  meflengers  from  pope  Hadrian 
came  to  the  council  at  Calcuth,  and  Drought  the 
the  pall  to  king  Offa^  who,  it  is  probable,  did  in^ 
veft  his  bifhop  with  this  new  ornament ;  and  that 
in  .the  year  79P,  Aldulphus  fucceeded  him  in  .the 
fame  hpnoun 

79P.  II.  Aldulphus,  archbifliop  of  Mercia,whQ^ 
according  to  the  former  table  began  this  yeart 
but  in  the  year  801,  or  802,  at  fartheft  (as  the 
learned.  Uflier  obferves),  ^e  epiftle  from  Pope 
Leo  to  king  Kenulph,  degrades  him  from  this  hor 
nour ;  But  he  continued  in  his  old  feat  twelve 
years  after ;  it  feems  it  went  not  to  his  heart,  nor 
did  St.  Peter's  keys  knock  him  at  headt  -  ^ 

814.  12.  Herewinus:  he  was  alive  in  the  yeai" 
835,  fubfcribing  the  charter  of  king  Withlaft  to 
the  abbey  of  Crowland. 

835.  13.  Ethelwaldus  in  the  tables,  orErk- 
enwald  in  Malmfbury.  I  read  him  called  Orkan- 
wold,  in  his  fubfcription,  and  figning  to  king  Ber>> 
tulPs  charter  851.  He  died,  as  Godwine  •coi^' 
ccives,  in  the  year  857. 

857.     14.  Humbert  IL  he  died  in  the  year  864^ 

.864. 


.  ■  «  or  Bf>  t  N*  O  1}  A*  N  */  *  '^"    ^Ij} 
fcir  ^^vi^iviaicHBw^  wcRmiimcr  ixgnr  inni  aowiii 

r  MmiAdi&  totetlKr  ftfiietiim  w^  iSeCbmber: 

IHIbit;Hmd(sf  Ae BBiiebr  Hiirpsfie^ I'fitic tralV 

dtA  the'mtifttrf^'tlifi^ttbksi^ 


till  more  lij^  arifes  concerning  their  ftkccclijons. 
Vkncm  oar^^ood  friend  Matthew  Wcfhtiinftcr 
makes  Tuncfnd  to  live  to  the  vear  928,  and  men- 
tiom  no  Othd-'tban  hini  from  tne  fprmer  year.  A 
fi|gt  cdUiifenbr  certdinly :  Wdl,  howevci'  we  find 

r^Si  - 1*7/  Ella  began  in  paS.  That  he  fiite  in 
cli5d«y9^/%ing^Athdftan,  Malm 
-940. '  i8i  jCUPgarus,  according  to  the  tables^ 
U^an  in  the  year  of  Chrift  040  to  put  on  his  poh- 
ofical  mitre  i  but  when  he  lurrendered  it,  it  is  hot 
fo  eaiy  to  determine:  For  whereas  they  fet  it  953, 
1  find  liiff  iUGceffor  Kihfius  fubfcribing  a  charter 
in  Ingulfus  anno  948. 

94*."  1^.  Kirifius:  where  to  place  the  exaft 
tenn  of  his  beginning  I  am  yet  to  learn,  but  that 
he  was  in  his  teat  in  948  is  clear  out  of  Ingulfus, 
and  that  he  continued  till  966. 

966,  20.  Winfius :  I  know  feveral  put  down 
this  man  as  the  iucceflbr  of  Kinfitis  ;  but  at  what 
je^t  be  began  is  uncertain.    The  forecited  tables, 

Malmfbury,    1 
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Malmfbury,  and  bifhop  Godwin  do  mention  him  ; 
but  fome  place,  his  beginning  in  5^65  •»  but  becaufc 
in  the  former  charter  I  find  Kinuus  alive  in  966, 1 
^ar  he  is  the  fam^  man  with  Winfius ;  but  till 
better  information,  I  (hall  fet  him  down  9^5.  It 
being  agreed  on  moft  hands,  that  there  .^^oacf 
Winfius  different  from  Kinfius.  and  that  his  rule 
determined  anno  Dom.  977^  he  fublcribed  to  king 
fdgarus's'charteri  given  to  Glaflx^nbury  abbeyi 
anno  Dom.  971.  opeknan's  CounciU,  p.  4S69 
and  Monaft.  AngL  i7to  33. 

977.  21.  Eltegus,  or  Elfeth,  as  Malmfbot^ 
calls  hict)  :  He  fate  down  in  the  ieat,  as  the  t^ 
bles,  and  l^fa^cfon,  a  laborious  man  in  the  churcht$ 
anticjuities,  ajpprehend,  in  the  year  977. 

990,.  :^2.  Godwinus  began  according  tothdi; 
fituation  of  him  in  the  year  of  Grace  990^  and 
ended  his  rule  1007. 

1007.  93.  Leofgarus  :  he  fat  down  in  the  year 
1007,  and  died  in  the  year  of  our  redprnption 
102  !• 

1 02 1.  24.  Birthmarus -,  the  ubles  place  him 
to  commence  anno  Dom.  102 1.  Others  102  x. 
I  find  him  fubfcribing  the  charter  of  king  Gaqute 
to  Crowland  abbey.  He  died  in  theyeaf  10391  a; 
Simeon  of  Durham^  Matthew  Wcftminftcr,  and 
Florence  jointly  atteft. 

1039.  Ulfius,  or  Wulfius^  b^^h  in-  1059 1[>y 
general  conient,  and  died  in  the  year  10541 

1054.  26.  Leowius^  abbot  of  Coyeoi^,  ftfCr 
ceeds  him,  of  whom  Knighton  fpeaks;  andrlre^  of 
his  death  in- the  next  year-after  the  comyieft 7^067. 


S  E  C  T. 
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4if  Cbe^txr  ^^  ibe  Conquefi. 


I  .tV 


f  oi^  iw  OE'TRtJS^  ivtio  4A  the  days  of  arch- 
.: .  .  -)  ■  iMT  'hifhpp  JLafl&anckj ^^friipn  the  epif- 
copal  (cats  were  removed  from  igndble  4uid  oh- 
iMTtimnisto  monemuftrioot  ^kces»  truflated  ' 
xfac  tpacfnm lAdtibM^  tbea alordid  and  disfttt 
^plaaeviiMp«Ciuft«r,a.(utf  ^  renovM^  wfaiqh  Ger- 
▼ifi^ittidmMf  oihmMeiie.  WeJitro  ai>  epiftle 
^IJMiEfauwkiuitotlus^^  bifliop 

rcf  Chefter^  ^ichthe  great  antiquary  Selden  ex* 
hibits  in  his  notes  upon  Eadmerus.     Noiw  we  are 
-amined  at  nore  exaft  certainty  in  the  ferics  and 
.fuGCoiten  of  our  btfliops;  but  fliall  not  enlarge 
on  any  ftories  of  their  lives  and  afts,  but  refign 
oner  that  province  to  our  eccleliaftical  writers; 
only  tecaute  th^  are  called  biihops  of  Chefter, 
by  theirhcMceft  of  our  hiftorians,  we  fhall  give  in 
cbr  catalogue  «f  them,  with  their  true  times  of 
-fedton^  £m- that  they  bare  rule  in  all  fpiritual  mat- 
ters o^er  our  noble  county,  and  fometimes  had 
•  their  irfidence  in  our  chief  city.     This  Peter  was 
buned  at  Chefter. 

.  io8y.  -2.  Robert  of  Lindfey,  of  whom  Mat- 
thow  -Paris  tefti£es  that  king  William  Rufus 
4utpihg  iis  Cbriftmas  at  Gloucefter,  appointed 
Robert  one  of  his  chaplains,  bifhop  of  Chefter, 
He  is  called  Robert  bifliof)  of  Chefter  by  Hovc- 
den^  and  others  *,  though  it  is  {rue,  that  he  con- 
fticttted  a  famous  palace  for  himfelf  at  Coventry. 
At  kft  he  died  September  i,  1 1 17,  and  was  buried 
at  Country.  That  be  died  in  the  year  11 17,  Si- 
meon 
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meon  of  Durham  teftifies ;  to  which,  for  the  more 
certainly,  he  annexes  the  afiuring  chara^er  of  an 
eclipfe  of  the  fun,  the  third  of  the  Ides  of  De- 
cember; which  was  indeed  celebrated  Dec.  ii, 
1 1 17,  being  Tuefday,  at  one  of  the  clock  after  mid- 
nigtit,  in  the  19th  decree  of  Gemini^  and  was  total. 

1 1 17.  3.  Robert  reccham,  who  died  in  the  year 
1 1 32,  as  Matthew  Paris  witnefies,  and  calls  him 
bimop  of  Chefter  •,  and  adds  that  this  biflipprick 
in  his  days  had  three  feats,  Chefter,  Lich^d, 
and  Coventry. 

1132.  4.  Roger,  who  began  this  year  113a, 
and  is  called  bimop  of  Chefter  in  die  records  of 
that  age :  I  know  others  put  different  years ;  but 
in  this  I  rely  on  both  the  Matthews  authori^.  I 
find  him  bifhop  of  Chefter,  and  fo  called  in  the 
chaner  of  the  foundation  of  Combermere.  This 
man  was  chancellor  of  England. 

1 146.  5.  Walter  prior  of  Dover  fucceedfid  bi- 
ihop  of  Chefter,  fo  called  by  both  the  Matthews, 
and  placed  in  this  year.  In  the  copy  of  the  char- 
ter to  Farewel  monaftery  in  Staffbrdfhire,  although 
granted  in  the  chapter-houfe  of  Lichfield,  die 
bifliop  calls  himfelf  by  the  name  of  Chefter :  And 
indeed,  hence  I  coUeft,  and  from  other  tcftimo- 
nies,  that  though  he  might  have  refided  at  Lich- 
field, yet  in  thpfe  days,  and  ever  uU  the  cutting 
out  of  Chefter  as  a  particular  diocefs, .  they  were 
frequendy  called  bifhops  of  Chefter;  and  fince, 
thofe  that  continued  at  Lichfield,  had  that  name 
from  thence  peculiarly.  Befides,  this  man  is  called 
bi&op  of  Chefter  exprcfsly  in  the  Hiftory  of  Co- 
ventry. 

J 162*  6.  Richard^  the  fon  of  Robert  Peccham, 
is  called  bifiiop  of  Chefter  by  Radulfus  de  Diceto, 
the  fon  of  a  bifliop,  a  great  wonder  in  thofe  days, 
wherein  a  monaftical  life  was  fo  honoured^  and 
yet  that  author  lays,  that  the  (bns  of  cletks^  if  of 

an 
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an  unblameable  life,  are  not  to  be  hindered  in  the 
acqueft  of  any  Ipiritual  dignity,  no  not  of  the  pope- 
dom itielf^  where  he  gives  fome  famous  inftances. 
He  lets  the  time  of  this  bifhop's  beginning  in  die 
year  1 161,  but  I  have  placed  it  according  to  the 
general  confent. 

1183.  7.  Gcrardus  Puella,  or  la  Pucella,  cal- 
led bimop  of  Chefter  by  Matth.  Paris,  and  Ralph 
the  dean  of  St.  Paul's  m  London,  who  died  witn- 
in  a  few  months  after.  Robert  de  Monte,  who 
made  the  Appendix  to  the  Chronology  of  Sige- 
bert,  places  his  inftalment  the  year  before,  and 
his'dcath  this  year,  but  gives  him  a  high  com- 
mendation. He  was  conKcrated  in  the  year  1 1 89, 
September  25th,  and  died  the  ides  of  January  fol- 
lowing, and  was  buried  at  Coventry^  who  lays 
he  was  inftituted  ad  regimen  Ceftrenfis  EtcUfis.  Af- 
ter his  deceafe,  there  was  a  vacancy  for  a  while  in 
that  chair, 

1 186.  8.  Hugo  Nunant;  by  Paris,  de  Minant, 
by  others,  Novant.  Matth.  Paris,  John  of  Tine- 
mouth,  and  William  of  Newbury,  ftyle  him  bifhop 
of  Chefter ;  the  laft  whereof  is  extremely  angry 
with  him,  and  calls  him  fubtle  and  bold,  and  yet 
learned;  all  the  reafon  is,  it  fcems,  becaufe  he 
was  io  learned  in  the  Scriptures  as  not  to  defpife, 
but  advance,  the  married  clergy. 

1 198.  9.  Geoffry  de  Mufchamp  was  elefted 
bifhop  in  the  year  1198,  11  kal.  July,  and  is  by 
the  monk  of  Weft,  called  bifliop  of  Chefter.  He 
died  in  the  year  1208,  which  Paris  confirms  by  a 
notable  eclipfe  of  the  moon,  the  3d  of  February 
that  fame  year,  which  was  total  about  three-quar- 
ters of  an  hour  paft  five  in  the  evening,  in  the  2 1 
degree  and  30  minutes  of  Leo.  After  whom  it 
was  vacant  three  years. 

12 1 1.  10.  This  year  Parifienfis  places  Walter 
de  Gray  in  his  feat,  though  his  younger  brother 

Vol.  I.  R  r  r  Matthew 
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fl^Eatthew  denies  it.  I  had  rather  follow  t^e  foj^ 
ner.     He  is  called  by  both  bilhop  of  Chefter. 

12 16.  II.  William  de  Cornhill  coniecrated 
bifhop  of  Chefter,  and  died  1223^  as  both  th» 
mpi^s  agree. 

1224.  12.  Alexander  de  Stavenibywas  created 
^ifiipp  of  Chefter  at  Romc^  by  no  lefs  a  ms^  than 
pope  Hoqorivis  himfelf,  on  Ea9:er-day,  which  fell 
wpon  tbfi  t4th  of  April  that  year)  in  wl^ch  we 
l^ve  %re(ing  (h^  fore-cited  tc^ckponies.  He  d^ 
on  St.  Stephen's-day^  at  Andover,  123S.  Fc^ 
lll^^v^  the  Matthews  iay  k  wa$  1239^  we jnuft 
j|^K>w,  for  the  iblemnity  of  the  time  tbura  ^(*r 
iMgin  the  y^y  qa  Cbriftmias-dayy  and  io  tor  fik 
^ys  antedate  thdr  rcjciied  a^iotns  before  the  com- 

lW}ncwiei>t  <^  rfv5  JiiK W  XWff. 

.  1939.  13.  t^Iugh  de  Pat^i^  after  miaqh  con- 
tt^v^^y  ^cnong  die  qionks^  bfejing  canon  of  F^uji's, 
was  chofen  bilnop  of  Cheider,  and  To  called  ac  his 
4eadi  by  Paris»  which  he  f^y^  haj^aed  q^  De* 
cember  jtb^^  1 241  *,  which  he  confixoos  with  ^  ^cf- 
ribte  ecupfe  of  the  fun,  viable  9.  litt)e  bdfp^, 
being  dar^ened^  11  digiu,  in  the  2ptb  ^egrqe  qf 
J^ibra,.  Qdipber  6th,  near  npqn.  A^cer  iu$  death, 
JX  lay  foipetiffie  vacant,  as  wa%  ufyall  m  theirs  days, 
^t  the  reyenjues  might  be  deifAV^  V^^  kcQlf^ 
cofiers. 

1245.  14.  Roger  de  Wefehaip^  or  Weftham, 
9a  our  conftant  n-iend  Parifi^nfis  cs^Jis  hipa^  waa 
defted  biihop  of  Chefter :  he  died  1257. 

1257.  '5*  Hoger  de  Mokn^  caJUled  di  lfiui<t 
$pata\  he  was  confecr^^.uppfi  £aj^«d4y,  125$, 
which  fell  out  th^t  year  March  24th,  and  )^  cai- 
kd  de  Mudrlent,  anid  l^i^p  pf  Chefter  by  M^th* 
f  aris.    He  died  1 295. 

1295.  16.  Walter  de  L^qgtoiv  Here  our  oJ|d 
and  conftant  friend  Mat^.  Paris  being  dea^,  anno 
1295,  can  iUnd  u«  in  n(9  lOPgOT  l^^ad  ^D^t  our 

biftops^ 
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die  name  xxfChefter,  as  the  oioft  falndlM'^liKft  4a 
the  diocefs,  and  proves,  in  this  point,  the  favou- 
rite of  Chdfter.  Therdbre,  ftriking  off  to  Heniy 
Knighton,  ^m  Htyi  hhn  itcdhlblg  diis  man  by  die 
nafne  of  bilhop  of  Chefter.  The  three  fucceffinrs 
of  this  man,  ne  read  ^led  hifliops  of  Chefter,  is 
wtkl  as  Coventfjr;  bjr  do£brti^6eld|  but  wc 
Ihall  ipefer  the  pafiages  of  their  lives  to  him  and 
btkfir^ilMlftirs,  UingwiifiktW^lt^^ 
names,  and  pals  to  the  left. 

131^.'  77.  Rd0Kr  Kotthbttl^  mtttUd'  fi>^ lis 
gref  "jiiirs.  •  r.. 

igts:  18.  WalnrSldrte^. 

irj$6«  19.  lUdiatd  ScMop. 

1309.  t6.  |olMBHI|^il|eallidbitep«fCM* 
«r  %  WaiBiiehsm^  irtio  ieHs  os,  tfuu:  Itt  tHris 
trkiiflated  fioin  Llatkdtfff  thither  ijjf'S,  and  «oA« 
fecraced  probably  the  next  year,  as  other  authd^ 
lepoit.    He  was  the  king's  coi^flhr. 

14x5.  at.  John  Ktcterich.  This  mail,  and 
tfte  left  fHCceeding  tiH  dcaof  Bird,  ait  not  caU«d 
feiinfn  l>f  Chefter  by  any  of  out  authentic  audicm ; 
ohfy  as  I  itmemter,  Jaines  Gary,  by  Stow ;  and 
GeoSicy  Blithe,  by  Hotti»gi(hed.  Bmbecaufe  their 
diocefe  tilMipMfaended  bxit  prinedy  city  of  Chefter, 
we  &ail  onfy  infeit  their  names  out  of  approved, 
wiiters,  »d  come  to  die  reverend  and  pecUiar 
dioceiiMs  of  Chefter. 

1419.  aa.  James  Cary. 

1420.  23.  WiUiitA  Highworth» 
1447.  24.  William  Bdeth. 
145=2*  25.  Nichdaft  Clofe. 
1453.  ^^^*  Reginald  Sutler. 
1459.  27.  John  Hales. 
1492.  28.  William  Smith. 
i49€;  29.  John  Aniivdel. 
tsoi.  3a  GeefiVey  Blithe; 

R  r  r  2  1524 
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1524.  31.  Rowland  Lee,  who  was  afterwards 
arcli^ifhop  of  York. 


« 

S  E  C  T.    IV. 

Q/"  tie  peculiar  Bijbops  of  Chester. 

-  XlT  ^^^  Henry  VIIL  having  done  great  injurjr 
JT^  to  the  church,  and  now  being  defirous  to 
pay  St.  Paul  with  the  revenues  of  St.  Peter,  and 
to  repair  the  ruins  of  his  reputation,  he  ero&ed 
t;he  fabrics  of  fix  new  biihopncs  at  Weftminfier, 
Oxford,  Briftol,  Gloucefter,  Peterborough^  and 
Chcftcr.  Weftminfter  lafted  not  long.  Chefter 
he  did  but  reftore  to  its  ancient  eftate,  though  not 
to  its  primitive  luftre,  in  the  largenefs  of  its  cir- 
cuit and  dominion.  This  he  performed  in  the 
year  1540,  July  i6th,  in  the  33d  year  of  his 
reign.  Its  chair  was  placed  in  St.  John's  church, 
but  afterwards  in  the  conventual  church  q£  St. 
Werburgh,  and  its  bifhop  made  a  fufiragan  to 
York,  as  you  nmy  fqe  at  large  in  the  afts  of  par- 
liament 33d  Henry  VIIL    Its  circuit  contained 

.all  the  archdeaconry  of  Richmond,  part- of  Lan- 
calhire,  as  far  north  as  the  river  Ribble;  ail 
Chefhirc,  part  of  Denbighfhire,  and  part  of  Flint- 
ihire,  &c.  wherein  were  256  pariflies,  thereof 
10 1  impropriations.  It  was  valued  in  the  king's 
book  at  42ol.  is.  8d  and  had  alfo  within  its 
bounds  two  archdeaconries*  of  Chefter  and  Rich* 
mond,  twenty-fix  religious  houfi^s,  Jix  hofpitals, 
four  colleges,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  chan- 
tries and  free  chapels^  wherein  nothing  now  .  but 
the  tune  of  lacbrim0  is  fung,  crying  out  mercy 

not 
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aotfbr  finners,  but miierable  fingers  inrthefe  days. 
The  tenths  of  the  clei^  to  the  crown  were'tadued 
4t455l.  las. 

Here  we  fhall  beg^n  a  particular  dcfcripdon  of 
its  reverend  biifaops. 

1541.  I.  John  Bird,  doftorin  divinity,  bom  at 
Caventry^  bred  pp  in  the  4iniverfity  of  Oxford.  He 
was  the  31ft  (but  not  the  kft,  as  biihop  Godwin 
lap)  provincial  of  the  order  of  the  Carmelite 
fhara  in  England,  which  he  prudtatif  immagod 
three  years,  from  1516  to  1519.  Aft^  which  he 
•  was  mft  made  bifliop  of  Oflbry  in  Ireland^  liKi 
from  thence  tranflatcd  to  Bangor,  and  thence  id 
.Chefier.  This  man  having  preached  fome  nep- 
iroos  fennoDs  before  king  Henry  VIII.  anno  1537, 
MguaSt  the  pope's  iupreinacy,.was  thereupon  ad- 
.  nmoed  to  thcfe  dignities.  He  was  afterwanb  di- 
veftedof  his  honour,  anno  1556,  by  queen  Mary, 
who  was  no  friend  to  wived  clergymen;  in  which 
year  alfo  he  departed  this  mortal  life. 

1556.  2.  George  Cotes,  called  falfely  John  by 
bifliop  Godwin ;  but  by  Twine,  in  his  Apology  oif 
Oxford's  Antiquity,  and  others,  chriftened  by  his 
true  name.  He  was  a  ftudent  in  Magdalen  col- 
lege in  Oxford,  and  was  afterwards  prefident  of 
Baiiol  college  in  the  fame  univerfity ;  he  lived 
not  long  after  his  confecration,  yet  as  little  a  time 
as  he  lived,  he  waflied  his  hands  in  the  blood  of 
a  godly  martyr.  He  died  in  the  reiga  of  queen 
ft^ry. 

^557*  3*  Cuthbert  Scot,  doAor  in  divinity, 
and  fometime  ftudent  in  Chrift's  college  in  Cam- 
bridge. He  was  chofen  matter  of  that  college 
15539  ^^^  ^^  ^  bufy  man  in  the  burning  of 
Bucer^s  bones  at  Cambridge.  He  was  afterwards 
depofed  by  queen  Elizabeth,  and  catt  into  Fleet- 
pnibn  in  London,  whence  he  efcaped  beyond  the 
ieas  to  Louvain,  and  there  died. 

1561. 
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1 561.  4.  William  Downham  received  his  edu- 
cation at  Magdalen  college  at  Oxford,  and  was 
fometime  chaplain  to  queen  Elizabeth  before  flie 
attained  the  crown.  He  was  confecrated  May 
4th,  1561,  and  died  in  November  1577  -,  a  man 
famous  for  his  two  fons,  George,  bimop  of  Lon- 
donderry in  Ireland,  and  John,  B.  D.  a  learned 
and  painful  writer  of  many  excellent  pieces  in  di- 
vinity. 

1579.  5*  William  Chaderton,  do&or  in  divi- 
nity, who  was  firft  fellow  of  Chrift's  college  in 
Cambridge,  and  afterwards  mafter  of  Queen's  col- 
lege in  the  fame  uhiverfity  anno  1568,  and  fo 
continued  till  the  year  15799  wherein  he  was  regius 
profeflbr  of  divinity,  a  learned  and  a  witty  man. 
lie  was  confecrated  November  19th,  1579,  and 
was  afterwards  tranflated  to  Lincoln,  1595.  This 
dodor,  while  at  Cambridge,  preached  a  wedding- 
fermon,  and  ufed  therein  this  merry  comparifon  : 
The  choice  of  a  wife  (faid  he)  is  full  of  hazard, 
not  unlike  to  a  man  groping  for  one  fifli  in  a  bar- 
rel full  of  ferpents ;  if  he  cfcapc  harm  of  the 
fnakes,  and  lijght  on  the  fifli,  he  may  be  thought 
fortunate ;  yet  let  him  not  boaft,  for  perhaps  it 
may  be  but  an  eel.— He  was  beloved  by  the 
fcholars  for  his  affable  and  courteous  behaviouK 
Being  made  bilhop  of  Chefter,  he  was  a  great 
lover  of  the  noble  family  of  Derby.  He  preach- 
.cd  the  funeral  fermon  of  Henry  Stanley  earl  of 
Derby,  at  Ormfkirk  in  Lancafhire,  anno  1593; 
wherein  having  given  large  commendations  ot  the 
deceafed  perfon,  he  turned  his  fpeech  toFerdinando^ 
the  tten  prefent  earl.  You  (faid  he),  noble  carf, 
that  not  only  inherit,  but  exceed,  your  frthe^s 
virtues,  learn  to  keep  the  love  of  your  country  as 
your  father  did.  You  give  in  your  arms  throe 
legs,  fignifying  three  Aires,  Chefliire,  Derby- 
fhire,  and  X^ancafhire ;  ftand  faft  on  chefe  three 

legs. 


t 
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At  which,  die  jparl,  locn^luit  raqmi^  j^^  q^  a 
Ifeai:,  ami.  finfiiUi;  witli  aii  oath,^  T^ 

prieft,  1  believe*  hopes  one  day  to  nuke  him 
three  courtefies.  The  Difhop  himfelf  was  married^ 
but  had  only  one  daughter,  whom  he  joined  to  a 
knight  of  a  worfliipful  i'amily  j  though  ai'terwards 
the  pcrlbns  lived  afunder,  to  the  fmall  comfort  pf 

told  age.  He  died  in  April^  1608^ 
1595,  6.  Hugh  Billet,  or  Bellot,  doftor  in  di- 
vinity of  St.  John's  college  in  Cambridge,  was 
tranfUted  hither  from  Bangor,  1595,  and  lived  in 
this  feat,  fome  fay,  two  years  j  others,  and  thofc 
the  moft,  but  one  year.  He  died  about  Whit 
funtide,  1596,  and  lies  buried  at  Wrqfhvn 
ihe  coujity  of  Denbigh, 

1596.  7-  Richard  Vaughan,  doftor  in  divinity, 
i?f  St,  John's  college  m  Cambridge,  lyas  tranflat- 
ed  hither  from  Bangor  May  i6th,  1596^  as  thp 
Aonals  of  Chefter  do  teflify,  and  wa3  inflalled> 
November  lOth,  1597.  I  know  bifhop  Godwin 
^Ikfpjt,  ^  IfUQe  X7^thi  but  the  AoiijilSj  of  the  ciur 
MPM^iV^h^^^  teftkmi^ili^,}  who  pdte  alfo  a moft 
nofff^^  094  ^Qus  eclipi^  of  the  fup^  feen  in  th^t 
^4%  ^39h^  ^^k  V^  central,  afid  obfenrcd  by 
JflflteWW^  TS?&  »  Mifoia,  Ft^bruvjr  25th,  qn 
*$W»»4?y:  W««  ^pofu  This  our  biihop  co». 
iHM^ti^tiU  itMpend  of  Pecemher,  1604,  afnl 
fr«  tifiwRfli;^  to  Lo^dkwii.  The  beginning  of  his 
;^yajpcemeiit  was  under  the  lord-keeper  Pucker- 
iitg^  iqh(>  dei^ed  hjim  to  examine  fuch  as  fued  tp 
^  IprdUkpep^r  ^  benefices  in  ifds  gift^  Onc^ 
^k:  vra^.  a  noblpman's  chaplain  to  beexamioe^; 
Vhi^  HQt  being  very  profound,  ya^  helped  out  b^ 
4  gfii>tlcn^ii  th^  capaq  with  him.  Mr.  Vaugh^ 
41^/)^  the  cler^,  a^id  feriou^y  prpfe0ed  %o  the 
geaiiifflai^i^  that  if  he  himfelf  defired  to  Hand  fiotr 
the  place,  he  would  allow  him  fufficiently  caaa- 
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ble.  Our  bifhop  was  a  man  of  a  prompt  and 
ready  utterance,  and  a  great  enemy  ca  ail  liip- 
pofcd  miracles.  For  proof  whereof,  one  arguing 
with  him  in  defence  thereof,  in  the  queen'j^  clofec 
at  Greenwich,  urged,  as  an  argument,  the  queen's 
healing  of  the  throat-evil.  He  implied,  that  he 
was  very  unwilling  to  anfwer  arguments  taken 
from  the  topics  of  the  cloth  of  cftate,  but  if  ihey 
would  urge  him  to  an  anfwer,  he  faid,  his  opi- 
nion was,  (he  did  it  by  virtue  of  fome  j>recious 
ftone,  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  crown  of  England^ 
that  bad  fuch  a  natural  quality.  He  grew'  fuH 
and  corpulent  towards  his  end,  and  falling  mto 
the  drowfy  difeafe  of  an  *  apoplexy,  may  be  pro- 
perly faid  (as  the  fore-citecl  knight  wittily  faid)  to 
nave  flept  with  his  fathers.  He  died  March  30tb, 
i6oy. 

1604.  8.  George  Lloyd,  born  in  Wates,  was 
dodkor  in  divinity,  and  fometime  fellow  of  Mag- 
dalen college  in  Cambridge.  Afterwards  he  was 
'bifhop  of  the  Ifle  of  Mann  five  years,  and  thence 
tranflated  to  Chefter,  and  confirmed  January  i^ib, 
1604 ;  and  died  the  14th  of  Auguft,  1615,  in  the 
55th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  at  Cheften 

1 61 6.  9.  Thomas  Morton,  allied  to  the  wof- 
Ihipful  family  of  the  Mortons  in  Leicefter&iit, 
whofe  anceftor,  John  Morton,  had  been  archbilhop 
of  Canterbury  anno  J486.  This  worthy  man  was 
dean  of  St.  Werburgh*s  in  Chefter,' and  afterwards 
biihop  of  this  fee,  July  7th,  1616.  He  was  hence 
tranflated  to  Lichfield,  161 8,  and  thence  to  Dur- 
ham, 1632,  that  famous  palatine  bifhopric  of 
Britain,  fit  for  none  but  fuch  as  had  tafted  of  the 
palatinate  of  Chefter  in  its  earldom.  He  is  as  far 
as  I  can  yet  learn  living,  though  content  to  walk 
up  and  down  without  a  mitre,  unlefs  he  would  be 
ipifcopus  puerorufHj  in  die  innoctntium^  according  to 
the  rites  of  Sarum. 

i6i8. 
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1618.  10.  John  Bridgeman,  dodor  in  divinity, 
and  re£lor  of  W>gaa  in  iLanctfthice^  :l\c  was  chap- 
lain to  king  James,  and,  upon  bi(hop  Morton's 
trandatlon,  was  advanced  to  this  dignitv ;  but 
after  many  yearslfpent  inJhis.diocefs,  m  the  fatal 
year  of  the  bifhop's  downfal,  he  once  more  com- 
menced do&or  ot  (Uvinitv  i&  the  mouths  of  the 
vulgar  ;  Whb  now'dtem  it  *d  ^ittt  ^  facrile^  to 
call  a  man  any  other  than  a  congr 
He  died,  as  I liaVe  heird,  about  ^ 
aMd'trd  btiHed,  ch^ir,  2tnd  almoffi 
in  thcTard  tariredril  ruins  cff  St.  Werbuiigh,  -At 

•  ^Utaliafaniof 


^♦<^<^«W*^*»*<>*^ 


C    H    A    P.      IV- 

C^  tbe'  iPaHlamertiary  Barons  af  the  tlarls  bf 
Chester. 

IN  this  chapter  I  fhall  but. crave  leave  to  make 
an  eflay  to  what,  I  hope,  the  diligent  pains 
of  the  learned,  in  fearching  the  records,  parch- 
ments, and  conveyances  of  the  noble  and  wor- 
"Ihipful  families  of  this  county,  may  give,  in  fuc- 
ceeding  times,  a  more  full  and  ample  enlarge- 
ment. Meanwhile,  let  me  entreat  an  indulgence 
from  all  liberal  and  good-natured  fpirits  for  thefe 
hnill  velitations  j  prefuming,  that  the  whole  body  . 
of  Chefhire's  learned  antiquaries  will,  in  a  Ihort 
time,  engage  uppn  this  fubjeft,  to  the  great  ho- 
noAir  of  all  its  inhabitants.  At  prefent  I  fliall 
make  but  twofeftions. 

Vol  I.  Sss  SECT. 
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:  .        -S  E  C  T^    L 

Of  the  Barons  Temporal. 

I  HAVE  read  in  feveral  writings,  that  Hudi 
Lupus,  the  firft  eari,  had  full  power  from  toe 
Conqueror  to  conltitute  and  create  oarons,  to  call 
conventions  of  eftates  to  aflTift  him  in  coiuicilt'lo 
manage  the  affairs  at  law,  and  to  decree  ultimatdy, 
without  appeal  to  the  king's  juftices.  Thefe  barons 
had  their  own  free  courts  of  all  pleas  ahd  fuits, 
or  complaints,  except  fuch  as  belonged  to  die 
earl's  fword ;  their  omce  was  to  aflift  the  earl  in 
council,  to  yield  him  attendance,  to  repair  to  his 
court,  and  to  do  him  homage.  They  were  bound, 
in  time  of  war,  to  find  for  every  knight's-fee  a 
horfe  with  caparifon-  and  furniture,  or  elfe  two 
horfes  without  furniture,  within  the  feveral  divi- 
fions  of  Chefliire ;  as  alfo,  that  their  knights  and 
freeholders  (hould  have  corflets,  and  haubergcons, 
and  to  defend  their  fees  with  their  own  bodies. 
The  full  number  of  thefe  barons  is  not  mentioned 
by  all  who  fpeak  of  them,  and  many  of  them  cor- 
ruptly fitiiated.   What  I  have  read,  I  fliall  briefly 
recite,  and  leave  the  chain  of  their  Imeages,  and 
the  circuit  of  their  dcmefnes,  to  be  more  fully  pro- 
fccuted  by  the  learned  Fsecials.    I  Tcad  in  tome 
that  there  were  but  four  barons,  viz.  Sir  Nigel  of 
Haulton,   Sir  Piers  Malban  of  Nantwich,   Sir 
<  Euftace  of  Malpas,  Sir  Warren  Vernon  of  Ship- 
brook  5  and  yet  otherwhere  I  find  the  barofiy  of 
Stockport  poileit  by  one  of  the  fame  name,  whole 
heir-^neral  was  married  to  Sir  "  Warren, 

and 
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And  thence  Mr.  Warren  of  ?6yntoh  is  called  baron 
of  Stockport.  I  find  alfo  by  general  confent  the 
barons  of  Kinderton,  in  the  name  of  Venabks, 
from  the  Conqueror's  days;  and,  befides,  that 
the  goodly  park  and  manor  of  Dunham,  near  Al- 
tringham,  belonging  to  Mr.  Booth,  was  the  pof- 
feflion  of  Sir  Hamon  Maflcy,  one  of  the  eight 
barons  of  the  county  palatine  of  Chefter.  For 
the  proof  whereof,  let  us  hear  the  teftimony  of 
the  learned  knight  Sir  Henry  Spelman.  It  is  cer- 
tain (lays  he)  chat  the  barons  of  the  county  pala- 
tine of  Chefter  were  inftituted  by  Hugh  Lupus, 
&c.  but  concerning  their  number  it  is  not  agreed; 
fome  aHert  there  were  twelve,  and  that  the  Con- 
queror himielf  perfuaded  Hugh  to  create  no  fewer, 
promiling  to  beftow  upon  them  competent  de- 
mefhes  in  England,  if  the  earl  could  not  in  his 
own  country.  Th^re  are  found  eight  only  (of 
whom  it  fpecially  appears  evidbnt)  for  others  chat 
are  fuggefted  are  no  lefs  fufpeded  than  thefe  are 
apparent. 

1 .  NigpUus,  baron  of  Helton, 

2.  Robert,  baron  of  Monthalc. 

3.  William  Malbedeng,  baron  of  Malbank. 

4.  Richard  Vernon,  baron  of  Shipbrook. 

5.  Roberc  Ficzhugh,  baron  of  Malpas. 

6.  Hamon  de  Maflfcy,  baron  of 

7.  Gilbert  Vcnables,  baron  of  Kinderton. 

8.  N. baron  of  Stockport. 

Thefe  likewife  we  find  mentioned,  after  the 
fame  fort,  in  our  Englilh  Atlas,  the  painful 
fearcher,  and  happy  compofer  of  our  antiquities, 
in  his  delineation  of  Chefhire. 

|.  Nigel,  baron  of  Haulton  ;  his  furname  was 
Robert  as  fome  conceive.     I  remember  to  have 
read,   that  when  the  earl  made  wars  upon   the 
S  s  s  2  Wellhmen» 


carl  of  Chtflter*  being.  c4D»}n  'lieutm»(it:  t;«^  the; 
i^d  carl,  won  iho.  c^ftl^  of  SiViH)^  .Ip  Waka 
from  than  I  which  was^  as  itf^mM^  f^tn^iit^tkft 
year  1098,  when.  Jdie  Nowaapfc  OJiniji?  rtiis vcarV^ 
conduft,  pa0<;d  aa  fan  as  Ai^fea^  ai»4  A^jlpldufii 
it.  He  was  conftajaleiQf  ClM^i^Isi:,  .an4  nwHinal  tQ 
die  faid  carL  His  pttft^r^y  %fi^m^  the  n^jO^  qH 
Laqr,  for  that  lilie  inheriiapqe  pf  the  Lacys  wa^ 
fallen  to  them^  uA  ^  ^  ^d^  ^^^  of  lHii;icc4ih 
whofe  ifluc  ending  in  a  datldMifr,  marripd^  (q 
Thomas  earl  qf  Lancafter, .  (he  honour  refl^th;  npf^ 
in  that  duchy.  He  bare  iflhi^  fliif]|do?s  %  lioa 
nmpaat  puirputt*  Hit  ien  WilUaa>:  f  itif-^igo^ 
founded  the  abbey  of  Norton,  ia  yj^irral,;  ovfft 
againft  Liverpool,  and  yras  /buncd  in.^h^^. 
The  fowni  dr  Haulton  yielding  thus  fhfi  (itl<;  o^ 
honour,  took  its  aame,  ab  alt^fitUj  from  its  h^ulc, 
or.  high  fituatioQ,  and  hath  as  yet  a  Urge  judf-* 
di&ion,.  holding  a  covy^  of  record^  and  a  jfi^vi^ 
with  many  privileges.  ^ 

I  fhall  here  prelent  you  with  the  lineal  fteni  of 
thefe  baronS)  for.  oiany  generations^ 


;» 


•teJ-**  •■.^     -^-ii-  ^■'J^-  •r.v'tl'i-:  nc"fi€!   ,f..f,\  „i  j:  •, 


y,  Eoger  HeUe^  bamea  at  Sfnlaw      »A.,  .., 

-Mil.  I 

Ifarsaret,  Countefs   of  Lin— -A—    8.    John   de   Laqr,  In   tbe 

^^  4ni#tar  l»  «^9lm  !4»     .1     .        r<f;hc  of  b|ftjiife,  Earl  of 

l^laqr-  I  Lincoln^   M    buried  at 

Alien,  ijnngliwrtQthoii  A    ,  9.  Edmnnd:  He  watno^  Earl  of  Un- 
Marquis   of  Salus,     I  coin,   becaufe  he  died  before  M ' 

in  Savoy,  |  mother  {•  I^da  wat    Oonftable    H 

Chefter/and  fiaron  of  Haul  ton,  and 


vat  buried  atStanlaw,  |2<8. 
*  of  Lincoln, 
i-ondq^,  i3xo« 


inlaw,  |2<8. 
tfaifarel^    daughter  ■  .A  "»■  lo.  Henry  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  buried 


toWilUaniEarl  of     I  at  St.  Paul's,  in 

Saliibury.  I 

Alice        ^  XI.  Tnomas  Earl  of  Lancafler, 


grandfbn  to  R!nf 
Maud        ^  Henry  IlL  ha  was  beheaded  in   tho 

la.  Henry  day*  of  Kiof  Edw«  II.  and  died  iflue- 
lefs:  His  bcodfcr,  I^niy^  fucceeded 
in  his  honours. 
13,  Henry.* 
Maud. 
gUiyhf       A— >»i  14*  tohoofOauitt,Dukeof 

1*^  LancaAer,  ton  to  King 
ftlwar<»UJ» 
15,  Henry  Earl  of  Bplingbiolc^  Kin(  of 
En^nd,  by  the  name  of  Heliiy 


2.  Robert 
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,  2  Robert,  baron  of  Monthalt,  i.  e.  Je  mcnte 
diOy  i.  e.  Hawarden,  or  Harden  Caftle,  in  Flints 
fliire ;  he  was  ftewaid  of  the  palatine  earldom  of 
Chefter.  .  I  read  of  one  Euftace  Crew,  lord  of 
Monthalt,  or  Hawarden  Caftle,  and  fteward  \  and 
I  find  the  fame  man  doing  homage  to  king  Wil- 
liam Rufus  for  Mold  and  Hopedale  in  Flint- 
Ihire.  His  fuccefTors,  I  have  read,  married  Ci- 
cely, one  of  the  co-heirs  of  Hugh  do  Albeney;,  the 
8th  earl  of  Arundel.  Moreover,  that  one  RxKr 
bert,  lord  Monthalt,  did  homage  to  prince  Ed- 
ward,  then  earl  of  Chefter,  in  die  year  1502,  at 
which  time  the  prince  was  refident  in  that  city. 
Finally,  that  Robert,  the  laft  baron  of  thiarace, 
for  want  of  male-iflue,  made  over  thii  barony  19 
queen  Ifabel,  wife  to  king  Edward  11.  &c.  He 
bare,  as  I  have  read,  in  a  fhield  azure,  a  lion 
rampant  argent. 


Roger  de  Monthalt«->^^-«Cedliay  After  ta  Hugh  D'Albany, 
earl  of  Arundel,  the  fon  of  &!». 
bcl,  After  to  Ranuph  Blondovit^ 
the  6th  earl  of  Che(icr. 


Warw.  illuAnt.  p.  S9 


A   ■■  Rol>ett  dc  Monthalt 


Ro^er  de  Monthalt. 
Robert  de  Monthalt,  • 

his  brother  and 

heir. 


»£mmr. 


3.  William  Malbedeng,  baron  of  Malbank,  or 
Nantwich.  This  William  Malbank,  as  appears 
by  his  donation  to  St.  Wcrburgh's  monaftcry, 
was  poflTefied  of  Whitby,  Salgal,  a(id  Claughton, 
in  Wirral;  of  Wempre,  Nantwichj  and  of  Tot- 
ten-hal],  in  Broxton  hundred.  I  read  of  Hugh 
Malbank,  his  wife  Petronilla,  his  fon  William, 

and 
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and  his  mother  Adelia,  who  founded  the  abbey  of 
Combermere,  in  this  county.  The  daughters  of  this 
family  brought  the  inheritance  to  the  Vernons  and 
Bailcts.  It  hath  been  in  the  tenure  of  the  Foul- 
hurftsy  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  territories  of 
Nantwich,  were  at  length  pofleft  by  the  noble 
family  of  the  Cholmondeleys^  and  laftly  came,  as 
I  have  read,  to  fir  Chriftopher  Hatton. 

Richard  Vernon,  baron  of  Shipbrook  •,  he  gave 
to  St.  Werburph,  Alton  and  Picton  in  Bucklow 
hundred.  I  find  one  Walter  de  Vernon,  in  the 
days  of  Richard,  the  fccond  earl  of  Chefter,  A.  D. 
1109,  and  one  Hugh  de  Vernon,  who  gave  leave, 
in  the  days  of  the  laid  Richard,  fon  of  Hugh  ear| 
of  Chefter,  to  Ralph  Venator,  as  he  is  termed,  to 
give  Bradford,  and  a  falc-well  in  Northwich,  to  the 
vorefaid  monaftery.  I  find  alfo  one  Ralph  de  Ver- 
non, and  laftly,  that  one  Sampfon  Eraswick,  of 
Sandon,  in  Staffordlhire,  was  lineally  defcended 
from  fir  Hugh  Vernon,  baron  of  Shipbrook,  the 
name  being  changed  (as  it  was  ufual,  in  thofe  ages), 
from  their  fundry  habitations,  from  Vernon  to 
Holgrave,  and  then  to  Erdswick.  The  honour  of 
Shipbrook,  for  want  of  mafculine  heirs,  defcended 
to  the  Wilbrahams,  StafFords,  and  Littleburics, 
but  is  now  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  noble  family  of 
the  Savages, 

5.  Robert  Fitz-Hugh,  baron  of  Malpas :  I  read 
of  one  David,  baron  of  Malpas,  who  was  clerk,  or 
fecretary,  to  the  carl.  Some  fay  this  Robert  died 
without  iflue.  However,  I  find  one  Ralph,  baron 
of  Malpas,  that  married  Beatrice,  the  daughter  of 
Ranulpn  II.  of  that  name,  earl  of  Chefter.  This 
baron  was  poffeft  of  Chriftleton,  Ordrick,  Crim, 
Fulwich,  and  Boughton,  in  Broxton  hundred. — 
The  barony,  with  its  fair  pofleflions,  hath  paft 
through  the  fcveral  names  of  the  Patricks,  Suttons, 
Sampires,  Clarks,  into  the  hands  of  the  Breretons  ^ 

which 
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Which  gbodljr  famHy  enjoys  moft  of  ifs  pfteihas 
and  territories.  A%  for  the  Sutt6ns,  I  reiki  of  oric 
Richard  Sutton,  performing  homage  for  Maljp'ai 
.  trhto  Prince  Edwii'd,  at  Chcitef,  1 302,  in  theforc- 
•cited  hiftorjr  of  Wates,  pag.  383. 

6.  Hamon  de  Mafley,  baron  of  Dunham,  ncal- 
Ahringham,  in  the  hijridred  df  Bucklow.  *Ht  gave 
to  St.  Werburgh,'  Noi'therden  in  Macclesfield 
tiandred.  I  read  6f  ohe  Richard  de  Matl^y^  ihq- 
yiffof  Cliefter,  When  ttirkhead  abbey  Was  founded, 
'liie  inheritance  ?or  defaultof  fffue-mile,fell  fotte 
i?itftms  of  BoUin;  fhfcncc  it  defciended  to -the 
'Venables;  and  then  totheworihlpfulfafnil/of  £lfc 
^Booths,  where  it  refted  to  this  day, 
*  7.  Gilbert  Venables,  baron  of  ICiOAtmbi  ^e 
gave  to  St.  WdActrgh,  E^iftbary,  and  NfcwboW. 
His  ,p6fterity  hath  ^ourilhfed  by  a  nUrvtUdusliah'a 
:6f  Providence  to  th-efe  our  days. 

8.  N jbaron of Stdckpor^ alias StdjS^prd, 

i  have  heard  this  N.  interpreted  "Nicholas.    If  l 

ihould  venture  upon  a  conjedure,  being  duV6f  a 

.'  defire  to  ferve  this  defign,  1  hope  it  may  bc;'^- 

■ddnablc.     What  If  this  man  werie ;  called  Ndrtnah? 

*For  Ilind  in  the  charters  of  St.  Werbur^h,  .iihat 

one  Hugo  Fitz-Norman  was  Chamberlain,  and 

"diat  he  gave  to  St.  Werburgh,  Xdftock, .  Cbtgi, 

.and  Lea,  all  in  the  hundredof  Northwich;  and 

thlt'one  Ralph,  the  eari's  Buflef,  was  hi&'broltha'. 

T  read  of  one  Norman  de  Arecio,  or  of.  Arra§,  that 

came  over  with  the  carl,  and  the  Coriquerdr^  a 

Witnefs  to  the  charter  •,  as  alfo  df  Hugh,  "Ralph, 

and  Roger,  the  fdns  of  this  Norman,  that  ,ga?re 

Gdltree  and  Lahtrehe,  iiviti  of  large  poflefCdhs  in 

Chcftiire.     I  l-ead  alfo  of  a  Robert  df  this  race,  ba- 

■  rdn  of  Stockport :     From  whoto  it  defceiid63  to  t&e 

'WaYreits  of  Pointon,  a  branch  of  the  hofliibura^e 

^Watrens,  earls  df  Surry. 

SECT.  2. 
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S    E    C    T     It 
Of  the  Barons  SpirituaL 

npHERE  were  alfo  in  the  eark  parliament^  or 
X  council,  held  at  his  Caftle  in  Chefter,  leve^ 
ral  baroQS  fpiritual^  who  were  to  affift  in  all  miM 
cers  coQceroingrthe  laws  of  God,  and  of  the  fao^ 
church.  The  exa&  number  is:  not  certain^ 
but  it  la  very  probable  there  were  not  fewer  thas 
the  tempor^,  in  point  of  policy ;  and,  diat  aftei 
the  federal  abbeys  were  founded,  that  the  abbots 
^each  isonaftery  had  their  feflion  in  this  council 
is  ro  be  deemed  very  proper,  feeing,  even  in  the 
grand  council  of  the  nation,  there  were  no  lefa 
than  fixty-four  abbots  and  thirty-fix  priors  fum- 
moned  to  parliament,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of 
king  Henry  IIL  and  at  laft,  when  their  number 
was  not  flu&uating,  twenty-fix  mitred  abbots 
voted  among  the  barons  of  the  land.  Now,  fee«- 
ing  we  find  in  the  recital  of  ancient  records,  men- 
tion made  of  feveral  abbots  in  his  council,  I  fhould 
conceive,  that  the  bi(hops,  whofe  chairs  were 
placed  within  the  prccinfts  of  the  earl's  territories,, 
being  fupcrior  to  abbots,  in  the  eminency  of  their 
place  and  dignity,  were  admitted  with  greater  re- 
i'pc£l  than  the  former.  Nay,  I  find  one  Herveius, 
bifliop  of  Bangor  ^as  being  under  earl  Hugh's 
dominion,  who  had  conquered  as  far  as  Angle- 
fea),  fubfcribing  to  the  donation  of  feveral  lands 
and  charters,  to  St.  Werburgh's  monaltery,  who 
was  after  tranflated  to  Ely,  in  the  year  1 109.  We 
(hall  therefore,  till  further  light,  fet  down  the 
two  biihops  and  fix  abbots,  as  the  barons  fpiritual 
Vol;  I.  T  t  t  of 
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of  this  earldom,  fitting  in  parliament  at  Chefter. 
Now,  akhouffh  the  fix  abbots  were  not  all  extant 
ill  the  time  or  the  firft  earl  •,  yet '  before  the  de- 
ceafe  of  Ranvdf,  thq  ijbcond  of  that  name,  earl  of 
Chefter,  they  were  all  fixed  in  their  pontificalibus. 

1.  The  biihop  of  Chefter,  whoie epifcopal  feat, 
in  the  Saxoii  days,.^  have  read  to  be  at  St.  Peter's 
church,  near  the  High-Crols  in  the  city. 

2.  The  biihop  of  Bangor,  whofe  dioceia  coin* 
prchended  many  of  the  countries  and  territories 
that  were  under  the  earl,  in  CarnarvonlhiKg 
Denbigh,  and  Anglefea^  although  the  particular 
limits  might,  in  feveral  ages,  vary,  though  not 
much,  in  the  times  of  the  primitive  earls  next  the 
conqueft.    -  ., 

g.  The  abbot  of  St.  Werburah's  in  Cheftxr, 
which  church  was  not  the  feat  of  the  biihop,  till 
the  days  of  June  Henry  VIII.  but  a  peculiar  re- 
fidence  for  the  abbot.  This  abbey,  though  more 
anciently  built,  yet  was  conftituted  into  the  form 
of  a  monaftical  cloyfter,  by  Hugh  Lupus,  in  the 
year  1095,  having  been  aided  with  the  advice  and 
counfel  of  Anfelme,  the  abbot  of  Beck  in  Nor- 
mandy, who  came  over  into  England,  by  the  in- 
treaty  of  this  earl,  in  the  fourth  year  of  king 
William  Rufus,  as  Eadmerus,  the  monk  of  Can-^ 
terbury  teftifies;  writing,  that  he  was  an  ancient 
and  intimate  friend  of  the  earl's.  It  fhould  ieem 
the  league  of  their  friendQiip  was  contraded  be* 
fore  theconqueft  of  England  Nay,  our  honeft 
countryman  Ralph  of  Chefter,  will  tell  ^ou  the 
truth  of  the  bulinefs,  without  leafine  ius  own 
words,  according  to  the  tranflation  of  Caxton'a 
Refinement.-  "  Alfo this  year,  Ancelm,  abbot  of 
^  Bacco  came  out  of  Normandy  into  En^londe, 
"at  requeft  of  Hugh,  erle  of  Ghefter,  tor  thrc 
"  caufes  (  one,  by  caufe  he  fliolde  releve  abbyaes,* 
"  that  he  had  before  founded  in  Englonde  of  gre- 
*  >  **  vous 
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^^  yous  trybute,  that  the  abbayes  paycfi  to  the 
**  kyng.  The  fecond,  for  to  vyfytc  eric  Hugh^ 
^  that  was  fore  fyke  that  time.  The  thyrde,  by 
<«  caufe  he  fholde  found  an  abbaye  at  Chefter.  In 
"  that  place,  he  aflfygned  his  preefte  Rycharde, 
**  fyrfte  abbot,  and  chaunged  feculer  canons  into 
**  monkes  5  but  in  the  comyngc  agayn  thens,  he 
"  was  made  archcbyfli.  of  Cauntcrbury.** 

All  that  I  fhall  add  here,  is,  that  the  day  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Werburgh,  in  the  Saxon   calender,' 
is  the  third  of  February.     The  valuation  of  this' 
abbey' at  its  diflblution  was  1073I.  Reynerus  de 
Bcnedift.  p.  212.  b.  but  1003I.   5s.  iid,  in  Mo- 
nad. Angl.  p.  1039, 1073I.  17s.  7d.  ob.  in  Harpf-" 
field,  p.  751,  out  of  Speed.     The  names  of  fuch 
abbots  as  I  have  yet  read  of,  I  fhall  infert,  and 
proceed  to  the  rrft. 

1.  Richard,  the  chaplain  of  Anfelme,  was  the 
firft  abbot. 

2.  Hugh  was  abbot  in  the  time  of  Ranulph  firft 
earl  of  Chefter. 

3.  William  was  abbot  in  the  year  1133. 

4.  Robertus  de  Haftings  was  abbot  in  the  year 
1186. 

5.  Simon  was  abbot  about  the  year  1255,  when 
Alexander  the  fourth  was  pope. 

6.  Thomas,  abbot,  ann  1369,  44  Edward  3d. 

7.  Simon  Ripley,  abbot,  was  a  great  bcnefadtor 
to  the  church,  and  died  Augull  30,  1491,  and 
was  buried  at  Warwick. 

4.  The  abbot  of  Combermere ;  this  abbey  was 
founded  by  Hugh  Malbanck^  baron  of  Nantwich, 
in  the  year  1133  •,  of  which  abbey  I  read  of  one 
John  Abbot,  in  1195,  valued  in  Monaft.  225I.  9s. 
7d.  In  Speed,  258I.  6s.  6d. 

5.  The  abbot  of  Stanlaw,  i.  e.  the  Stoney-hill : 
This  abbey  was  founded  by  John  Lacie,  conftable 
of  Chefter,  the  fourth  heir  of  Nigel,    baron  of 

T  t  t  2  Haulton, 
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({aialton,  in  the  j^u  1179,  and  was  the  ipaufo- 
leuin,  or  burving  place  of  fcveral  of  the  earls  of 
Lincoln,  and  conltables  of  Chefter.  But  it  was 
translated  in  proceis  of  time  into  Lancafhire. 
'6,  The  abbot  of  Norton  ^  which  abbey  was 
founded  bv  William  the  Ton  of  Nigel,  the  fecond 
baron  of  Haulton,  about  the  year  of  our  redemp* 
tion,  1210.  Some  think  ichat  this  William  did 
but  lay  a  foyqdation  of  hofpitallers,  which  was 
afterward  incorporated  into  a  fraternity  of  9[K>nks,. 
by  Fitz-Euftaix,  at  this  place  -,  the  fea}  of  which 
convent,  had  ei^avf n  a  pale  fi^^U,  within  a  bor- 
der^  kf.  witi}  eight  pox^uficial  miters.  Fern  in 
his  Lacies,  p.  ni  and  112.  Edward  the  Blacjt 
prince  was  a  great  benefactor  fp  thi9  place,,  ^iyipg 
twenty-three  meflua^^es,  fix  cotugps^  fuid  two  g^r-- 
dens,  lying  in  Coventry,  being  part  of  his  manor 
gf  Cheyldinorp,  Warw.  iliuftr^^ied  p.  99.  b. 
Thomas  Abbot,  of  this  monaftery,  wasjuiticeof 
Chefter,  43  £.  3d.  We  find  it  valued  in  Men. 
Angl.  i8ol.  7s.  6d.  ob,  and  in  Speeds  C^t,v 
258I.  113.  ^d* 

7*  T}iipabbotof  Birkhead  ^  this  abbey  waslQimded 
by  iiamon  Mzffeyj  the  fon  and  heir  of  Hamon  the 
fourth,  in  the  days  of  pope  Alcxapdf^  the  fourth, 
who  was  pope  in  the  year  1255,  and  ti\  $ve  yeara: 
It  is  valura  by  Reynerus,  at  loi^L  in  Mo^aft.  90!, 
13s.  Spe^,  J02L  i6s.  lod. 

8.  The  abbot  of  Vale-Royal  (  which  ab^  W^ 
founded  by  king  Edward  I.  in  thfi  $fty-:^|irth 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  )I|.  1^  father, 
in  the  year  1270,  valued  iipL  9s*  ^cL  IVioni^, 
Angl.  p.  1039,  and  540L  6s.  2<%r  In  5p«4*« 
Catalogue. 
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APPENDIX. 

The  following  Defcription  of  the  City,  and 
Part  of  the  County,  ofCHssTKii,  is  ex- 
traded  from  the  learned  and  ingenious 
Mr.  Pennant's  Tour  in  1772. 

ON  Monday  the  i8th  of  May,  for  the  fecond 
time,  take  m^  departure  for  the  North,  from 
Chefter ;  a  city  without  parallel  for  the  Angular 
ftrufture  of  the  four  principal  ftreets,  which  are 
as  if  excavated  out  of  the  earth,  and  funk  many 
feet  beneath  the  furface ;  the  carriages  drive  far 
below  the  level  of  the  kitchens,  on  a  line  with 
ranges  of  fhops ;  and  over  them,  on  cilfch  fide  the 
ftreet,  paflengcrs  walk  from  end  to  end,  fecure 
from  wet  or  hear,  in  galleries  purloined  from  the 
J  firft  floor  of  each  houle,  open  and  baluftrated  in 
front.  The  back  courts  of  all  thefe  houi'es  are 
level  with  the  ground,  but  to  go  into  any  of  the 
four  ftreets  it  is  neceflary  to  defcend  a  flight  of  fe- 
veral  fteps. 

The  ftreets  were  once  confiderably  deeper,  as 
is  apparent  from  the  fhops,  wi^of::  floors  lie  far 
below  the  prefent  pavement.  The  Icflcr  ftreets 
and  ftUies,  that  run  into  tlie  greater  ftreets,  were 
floped  to  the  level  of  the  bottoms  of  the  latter, 
V  is  particularly  vilible  in  Bridge-ftreet.  It  is 
difficult  to  afliign  a  reafon  for  thefe  hollowed  ways: 
I  can  only  fuppofe  them  to  have  been  the  void  left 
a^  tihie  deftru^tion  of  the  antient  vaults  men- 

tipned 
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Haul'  ,    rr,^  fayj 

Li"'-  ere  cbam- 

^^'^'-  ...    ^mcs  therein. 

^  .    ^:^,y  in  fxcr,:: 


foi; 


^v  wrytyngi 


ba*  .   -mental    ir.- 

l^  .^'jn  the  church 

i*'  .  :jrgh)  is  an  an- 

l"'  -.e  outfidc,  from 

<■•  ...c  with  which  it 

^•'  ..      .  i  moft  cltgant 

J  -*;*e  work  in    the 

-  !;ri*s  Ihrinc  is  now 

.•-  -v:rh  the  figures  of 

:o  whom  the  fair 

.    •.;,  living  immacu- 

.    -,.:us,    copying    her 

.    \tv\  for  three  years, 

.    ^ood  man  Tonberc- 

ivond  hulband,  the 

."..-v  relates,    that  this 

.  '  a  nunnery,  founded 

.  ,-*    king  ot  the  Mer- 

..i:hter's  indifpofition. 

V.  gave  way  to  canons 

^^■r  ^ufplaced  by  Hugh 

,.-^ucror,  in  1095,  and 

.   >,'V*::vlines. 

v.plicity  of  a  very  an- 

.  ,  ,    ind  its  fine  veftibule, 

:vciler.     The  date  of 

.    ^  •,  but  it  fcems,  from- 

-ialkrs  in  a  chapel  in 

,i.y.r*  to  have  been  the 

vVU'Cls,    and  thcfe  ar- 

\ --anj  for  tl;c  mode  of 

"■^^       *  fijuarc 
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fifttve  tonvcrs,  with  Iqiitped  angles^  wit  indo- 
diiciBd  ioimedkidv  on  the  conqueft. 

The  cloifter^  mt  gretc  refeODry,  now  the  free-' 
fidiool,  and  a  gannmy  of  moft  tii^pilar  fbrufture^ 
m  at  prefent  the  Mc  remafai^  of  thb  monaflor^ 
TIk  ruins  near  St.  John's  dturch  aiii  fine  Mliqiin 
of  the  pie()^ittf  ifee  times  1 .  and  the  mafly  oc^umns^ 
and  round  arches  within  the  churchy  tao/lt  curknia 
fpecimenrof  th^^umfy  ftttwdi  df  SteOii  an^ 
ttftuvc  The^  fohner  are  probably  the  femairtsdf 
the  monatery'  of  Sl  Mary,  founded  by  Randal^ 
JecoodccriofChefM^/^HenediAinenuitt;  Tfati 
chwdi  wtfi  founded  by^kinff  E^red,  in  6891 
aa  wODoch  infcriodon  oh  the  walls  informs  'Os; 
Omti^KiHg  Etfatflred  minding  more  thc^lilils  of 
^'h«fn^  edified  a  college  church  nocabtt  and  fa- 

*  amMr  in  the  fuburbs  of  Chefter,  pleafaiit  and 

*  beauteous  in  the  honour  of  God  and  the  Bap- 

*  fift  St.  John,  with  the  help  of  biihop  Wulfrice 

*  and  good  ExciLLtoa.'  It  was  rebuilt  in  906, 
by  Edielred,  earl  of  Mercia,  after  he  had  expel- 
led  the  Danes  out  of  the  city.  This  was  alfo  the 
cathedral,  until  fupplanted,  in  1551,  by  the 
church- of  the  abby  of  St.  Werburgh. 

The  Caftle  is  a  decaying  pile,  rebuilt  by  one  of 
the  Norman  earls^  on  the  fite  of  the  more  antient 
foitreft.  The  walls  of  the  city  (the  only  com-' 
pkce  fpeeimen  of  old  fortifications)  are  one  mile 
three  quarters  and  a  hundred  and  one  yards  in  cir- 
cumference, and,  bein^  the  principal  walk  of  the 
inhabitants,  are  kept  m  excellent  order.  The 
views  from  the  feveral  parts  are  very  fine :  the 
mountains  of  Flintlhire,  the  hills  of  Broxton,  and 
the  infulated  rock  of  Beefton,  form  the  ruder  part 
of  the  fixnery ■)  a  lich  flat  gives  us  a  fofter  view,' 
and  the  profped  up  the  river  towards  Houghton, 
recalls  in  fome  degree  the  idea  of  the  Thames  and 
RiduDond-hilL . 

The 
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tioned  by  an  antient  hiilorian :  In  tUs  cyte^  fays 
the  PoLYCHRONicoj^i,  bm  ways  under  tribe  with 
vowics  and  ftone-werke  wonderfy  wrougbi  tbre  cbam- 
hred  werkes :  I  grave  wUb  olde  mennes  nanUs  f  herein. 
Tbere  is  alfo  Juuus  Cbzars  name  umderfy  in  ftones 
grave^  ana  other  nebJe  mennes  alfo  with  the  mytynge 
about:  meaning  the  altar  and  monumental  in- 
fcriptions  of  the  Romany. 

The  cathedral  ('till  the  reformation  the  church 
of  the  rich  monaftery  of  St.  Werbuiig;h)  is  an  an- 
tient ftru£ture,  very  ragged  on  the  outfide,  from 
the  nature  of  the  friable  red  ftone  with  which  it 
is  built  i  but  (till  may  boaft  of  a  moft  elegant 
weftern  front  ^  and  the  tabernacle  work  in  the 
choir  is  very  neat.  St.  Werburgb's  ihrine  is  mrm 
the  biihop's  throne,  decorated  with  the  figures  of 
Mercian  monarchs  and  faints  ^  to  whom  the  fair 
patroneis  was  a  bright  example,  living  immacu- 
late with  her  hufband  Ceolredus,  *  c<K)ying  her 
aunt  the  great  Ethelreda,  who  lived  for  tnree  years, 
with  not  lefs  purity,  with  her  good  man  Tonberc- 
tus,  and  for  twelve  with  her  (econd  hulband,  the 
pious  prince  Egfrid.  Hiftory  relates,  that  this 
religious  houfe  was  originally  a  nunnery,  founded 
A.  D.  660,  by  Wulpherus,  king  ot  the  Mer- 
cians, in  favour  of  his  daughter's  indifpofidon.* 
The  nuns,  in  procefs  of  time,  gave  way  to  canons 
fecular;  and  they  again  w^ere  difplaced  by  Hugh 
Lupus,  nephew  to  the  conqueror,  in  1095,  and~ 
their  room  fupplied  by  Benedidines. 

The  beauty  and  el^ant  fimplicity  of  a  very  an-* 
tique  gothic  chapter-houfe,  and  its  fine  yeftibule, 
merits  a  vifit  from  every  traveller.  The  date  of 
the  foundation  is  uncertain^  but  it  feems,  from^^ 
the  fimilitude  of  roof  and  pilafters  in  a-chapel  in* 
the  fquare  tower  in  the  cattle,  to  have  been  tbe> 
work  of  co-temporary  .architeAs,  and  thefe  ar-; 
chitcds  were  probably  Norman  9  for  the  jnode^of^ 

fquare 
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fquare  towers,  with  fquared  angles,  was  intro- 
duced immediately  on  the  conqueft. 

The  cloifters,  the  great  refeftory,  now  the  free- 
fchool,  and  a  gateway  of  moft  lingular  ftrufture, 
tic  at  prdfent  the  fole  remains  of  this  monaftery. 
The  ruins  near  St.  J[ohn's  church  are  fine  Feliques 
of  the  piety  of  the  times »  and  the  mafly  columns, 
and  round  arches  within  the  church,  mofl  curious 
fpecimensofthedumfy  ftrength  of  Saxon  archi- 
teAure.  The  former  are  probably  the  remains  of 
the  nwnaftery  of  St.  Ma^,  founded  by  Randal, 
fecond  earl  of  Chefter,  for  Benedidine  nuns.  The 
chureh  was  founded  by  king  Ethelred,  in  689 ; 
an  untouch  mfcriodon  on  the  walls  informs  us, 
dut  *  King  EdxW  minding  more  the  blifs  of 

*  heaven,  edified  acoQ^  church  notable  and  fa- 

*  mous  in  the  (aVrntbi  of  Chefter,  pleafant  and 

•  beauteous  in  the  honour  of  God  and  the  Bap- 

•  lift  St.  3o^>  ^AAehclp  of  bilhop  Wulfrice 

♦  and  good  Exciluoi.*  U  was  rebuilt  in  906, 
by  Ethelred,  earl  *Moaa^  gfter  he  had  expel- 
led the  Danes  o«rttheaty.  This  was  alfo  the 
cathedral,  "n«l^J«?Jw«l,  in  155,,  by  the 
church  of  the  .abby  oJSt.^ert)urch 

The  Cattle  is  a  ^^^  ^^jj^  ^y  one  of 
the  Nonnan  earU,  onAefc^,^  more'antient 
fortrcfs.    .T»»^  J*».«^«9(the  only  com- 
plete fP«=«^'"\\fa  a  hSS?')  ^--e  «"e  mile 
three  quarters  and  »  hUMWiiila^  yards  in  cir 

cumfercncc,  »"d'  *^''^*»TH,S  walk  oVth; 

inhabitants,    are  kept  m  ^J^^  ""^^l 

views  from  the  fcveral  m^'^^'      \J^ 

m^ntainsofFlintlhirt,4nJ'ttT  fine:  the 

rTnfulated  rock  of  Bcdhi5jBroxton,  and 

oTtS  fcenery  •,  a  richlttSJAe  ruder  parr 

^dThe  prolpeft  up  Ae  ti^**  fofter  view, 

^alU  in  foie  degree  .heljjH  Boughtoj 

Richmond-hill.  A^Thames  io^ 
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Tl^e  Hypocauft^  near  the  Fcathtrs  liui»  19  one 
of  the  remain3  of  the  Romans^  it  being  well  knojivo 
that  this  place  was  a  principal  ftation.  Among 
many  antiquities  tound  here^  none  is^  more  lingUr 
lar  than  the  rude  fculpture  of  the  Dea  Jrmigers 
Minerva f  widi  her  bird  and  altar,  on  the  face  of  a 
rock  in  a  Imall  field  near  the  Welch-end  of  the 
bridge. 

Chcfter  has  been,  at  different  times,  a  placs 
iParfHes^  a  great  thorough-fare  between  the  two 
kingdoms,  and  the  relidence  of  a  nuaier6u3-  and 
poliihed  gentry.  Trade,  'till  a£  lace  years,  was 
but  little  attended  to,  but  at  prefent  efforts  arc 
(naking  to  enter  into  that  of  Guinea,  the  Plwtja* 
tions,  and  the  Baltic  ;  and  from  the  Phoeoji^  toper 
is  a  good  Pifgah  view  of  an  internal  commerce  .by 
means  of  a  canal,  now  cutting  beneath  the  wdUa. 

Since  the.  year  1736,  and.  not  before,  ^at 
quantities  of  linen-cloth  have  been  imported  tram 
Ireland  to  each  of  the  annual  fairs  *,  in  that  year* 
4499654  y&rds,  and  at  prefent  about  a  miUioil  of 
yards  are  brought  to  each  fair.  Hops  are  anothn^ 
gre^t  article  of  trade,  for  above  ten  jthoufand 
pockets  are  fold  here  annually,  much-  of  which 
IS  forwarded  to  the  neighbouring  ifland.  But  the 
only  ilaple  trade  of  the  city,  is  in  fkins,  multitudes 
of  whicn  are  imported,  drefled  hcre,^but  feot  out 
again  to  be  manufactured.  Here  is.  a  well  regu- 
lated Poor-houfe,  and  an  Infirmary ;  the  left  fup-*. 
ported  by  contributions  from  the  city,  its  coun^, 
and  the  adjacent  counties  of  North- Wales.  The 
firft  has  happily  the  left  ufe  of  this  pious  fouftda- 
don  i  for,  whether  from  the  drynefs  of  the  fitua- 
tion,  the  clearnefs  of  the  air,  or  the  purity  of  the 
water,  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  inhabitants 
has  been  only  as  i  to  3 1 ;  whereas  in  London  t 
in  20,  and  3-4ths ;  in  Leeds. i  in  21  and  3;5^b$i 
and  in  Northampton  and  Shrewlbuiy*  i  iAi'^Ci: 

and 


.1  /b^  i:is^»<>i^A  Nt);-     m 

^^^5^  ialMtHltf^ptfkht  grtti  dibfMfr  of  na^ 
tyre;  Mteklb6pefmtMdM 
dn  Ak  me  MihM  of  the  bMevdtMit  Md  diwr« 
oMe^j^MiHittt  U  Che  dutfafitfriftii:  of  tMa 

die  AUnighty.       ■      •  - 

miSy  in  order  to  people  his  new  donriritonSi  Thb- 
mj^ii^HMto'Wtt*^  allocm}  for  thefugi^ 

tim'^'^ales^-  Md  the  cMifequeiioM  dkceAfeS^ 
tli&4^biifeateMftiftkyA«'<^^  Niim. 

Eiat  ^bf  tlit^'difeQilteiltM  hobleflfe  of  nif  ttiti«ht 
ANMtei^  iteibiM^  aUitfiCtf  #illi  the" 

itelbMtFirwriAM  that  ditgyee  df  ▼iIo6]^/  that  Ih-' 
dAer-tim^  givte  to  the  Chc^ire  the  diftihguiihinjg: 
tiidft  tif  Chief  op  Msir,  and  made  its  land  the  veiy 
sWD  MOT  or  GEyftLrTY. 
'  Rfcfe  thro'  the  fmall  town  of  Trafibrd :  this^ 
iAdk^iht  lofdlhip  of  Newton,  was,  as  Daniel  King' 
obferves^  one  ot  the  fweet  morfels  that  the  abbofe^ 
of  St:  Werburgh  ami  hw^  conrent  kept  for  their 
erWn  -irttolefome  provifion.  Get  into  a  tradfe  of 
firtidy-ocrontiy^  tad  pafe  beneath  Hellelby-Tor,  m 
higK  and  bkrfir  cefmination  of  Dclamere-foreft,  com- 
posed' of  the  fame  friable  ftone  as  that  near  Ghef* 
tcr,  btit  veined  with  yellow.  Hence,  a  view  of 
rfie  jimftion  of  the  Wccver  and  the  Merfey,  and 
antxtenlivt  traft  of  marftiy  meadow,  with  fome 
good  aqd  much  rufhy  grafs ;  and  beyond'  4s  th^ 
begfn^g  of  the  wide  eftuary  that  flows  by  Lc- 
verpooi. 

•  Ctofi  alh:tle  brook,  called  Llcwyn^  rfnd  reach 
Froidelfaam ;  a  town  of  one  long  ftrett,'  which^ 
with'  itt  Cattle,  was  allbtted  by  Edward  I.  to 
David;  brother  to  Lewelyn,  laft  FriMceof  Wab^ 
-   VoIm  L  U  u  u  as 
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as  a  retainer  in  his  double  perfidy  againft  his  own 
blood,  and  his  own  country.  Not  a  vcftige  is 
left  of  the  Caftle,  which  ftood  at  the  weft-end  of 
the  town ;  was  latterly  ufed  as  a  houfe  by  the  Sa^ 
vages,  and  was  burnt  down  in  1652,  when  one  of 
that  name,  an  earl  Rivers,  lay  dead  in  it. 

This,  as  well  as  moft  other  towns  and  villages 
in  Chelhire,  ftands  on  an  eminence  of  fand-ftone, 
and  by  that  means  enjoys  a  fituation  dry,  whole- 
feme  and  beautiful. 

The  church  ftands  at  a  vaft  height  above  the 
town.  In  the  regifter  are  thcfe  two  reoEiarkabk 
inftances  of  longevity:  March  the  13th,  1592, 
was  buried,  Thomas  Hough,  aged  141  y  and  the 
very  next  day  was  committed  to  the  earth,  Randle 
"Wall,  aged  103.  lobferved  alfo,  that  in  the  win- 
ter of  1574,  the  peftilence  reached  this  fequeftred 
place,  for  four  are  then  recorded  to  have  died  of 
It.  In  early  times  that  avenging  angel  fpread  de- 
ftrudtion  thro*  all  parts  of  the  land ;  but  her 
power  is  now  ceafed  by  the  providential  ceflation 
of  the  natural  caufes  that  gave  rife  to  that  moft 
dreadful  of  calamities. 

Above  the  church  is  Beacon-hill,  with  a  beau- 
tiful walk  cut  along  its  fide.  At  the  foot  arc 
four  butts  (archery  being  ftill  pradtifed  here)  for  an 
exercife  in  which  the  warriors  of  this  county  were 
of  old  eminent.  The  butts  lie  at  four,  eight, 
twelve,  and  fixteen  roods  diftance  from  each  other ; 
but  in  thefe  degenerate  days  the  laft  exceeds  the 
ftrengch  of  the  nerves  of  even  a  man  of  Chefliire 
to  reach. 

Crofs  the  Weever,  on  a  good  ftone  bridge : 
from  a  neighbouring  warehoufe  much  cheefe  is 
ihipped  off,  brought  down  the  river  in  i>oats  from 
the  rich  grazing  grounds,  that  extend  as  far,  a$ 
Kantwich.  The  river,  by  means  of  locks^  is  narr 
viga^  for  barges  as  high  as  Winflow-bridge  1 

'    *ut 


O  F    E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  5»5 

but  below  this  admits  vcflfels  of  fixty  tuns.  The 
channel  above  and  below  is  deep  and  clayey,  and 
at  low  water  very  difagrceable. 

On  the  north-banks  are  the  ruins  of  Rock-fa- 
vagc,  fuflfcred,  within  memory,  to  fall  to  decay ; 
once  the  ieat  of  a  family  of  the  fame  name ;  and 
not  far  remote,  on  the  fame  range,  is  Afton,  a 
good  houfe,  finely  fituated,  butrendered  too  na- 
ked, thro*  the  racp  of  modem  taftc. 

About  two  miles  farther,  on  the  right,  is  Dut* 
ton-Lodge,  once  the  feat  of  the  Buttons ;  a  fa- 
mily in  pofleffion  of  a  fingular  grant,  having  the 
fob  power  over  omnium  Leccatorum  et  meretricum 
Utius  Ceftrefinre.  This  privilege  came  originally 
from  Randal,  6th  earl  ot  Chefter,  to  Roger  Lacy, 
conftable  of  that  city,  who,  when  the  earl  was 
clofely  befieged  by  the  Welch  in  Rudland  Caftle, 
colle^ed  haltily  for  his  relief  a  band  of  minftrels, 
and  other  idle  people,  and  with  them  fucceeded  in 
the  attempt ;  after  which  his  fon  John  afligned  it 
to  the  Buttons,  one  of  that  name  being  affiftant 
in  the  affair. 

Reach  Halton-caftle,  feated  on  an  eminence, 
and  given  by  Hugh  Lupus  to  Nigellus,  one  of  his 
officers,  and  founded  by  one  of  the  two.  It  be- 
came afterwards  the  property  of  the  houfe  of  Lan- 
cafter,  and  was  a  favourite  hunting  feat  of  John 
of  Gaunt.  The  Caftle  is  a  ruin,  except  a  part 
kept  as  a  prifon.  It  belongs  to  the  dutchy  of 
Lancailer,  and  has  flill  a  court  of  record,  and 
other  privileges. 

From  the  Caftle  is  the  moft  beautiful  view  in 
Cheihire  j  a  rich  profpcft  of  the  meanders  of  the 
Merlw,  thro*  a  fertile  bottom  \  a  pretty  wooded 
peninfula  jutting  into  it  oppofite  to  Runcorn  •,  the 
great  county  of  Lancafhire,  filled  with  hedge-row 
trees  ^  and  beyond  foar  the  hills  of  Yorklhire  and 
Lancafhire-,  and  on  the  other  fide  appears  Cheihire, 
U  u  u  a  and 
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^d  the  itill  loftier  Cambrian  oiountaiM^    but 
plofe  beneath,  near  the  church,  is  Hill  a  Aiore 

J)leafing  view ;  that  of  a  row  of  neat  iQms-houfcs, 
or  the  reception  of  the  fyperannuatcd  fcrvants  of 
(he  houfe  of  Norton,  founded  by  the  late  Puiey 
Brook,  Efq.  my  friend,  and  Ae  friend  of  mankincf. 
Defcend  the  hill,  and  pa&  by  Norton,  a  good 
modern  houfe,  on  the  fite  of  a  pripry  of  canons 
regular  of  St.  Auguftine,  fouhaed  by  William, 
fon  of  Nigellus,  A.  D.  1 135^  who  did  not  Hye  to 
complete  his  defi^ ;  for  Euftace  de  Burgs^ville 
granted  to  Hugh  dc  Cathcrick  pafture  for  a  hun- 
dred iheep,  in  cafe  he  finiihed  the  church  in  all 
refpe&s  conforpiable  to  the  intent  of  the  founder. 
It  wa3  granted  at  die  diflblution  to  Richard  HrqoL 
Pf^.       


f^m 


4Mn/  Walbs.  • 

Chbsts^  Castle. 

rr^'HJt  S  Caitie^  if  IS  iaul,  was  either  builL  w 
'  X  greatly  repaired '  bj^  Hugh  Luptis^  earl  cf 
CheftcTi  K^phew  to  Wimatn  the  Conqueror :  this 
Caftk  is  built  of  a  fpft  reddifh  ftone,  which  dooi 
not  ifcil  endure  the  vreather,  and  js  at  prefeot 
much  out  of  rraair,  ioreral  larg^  pieces  of  the 
fndlsfcaving  lately  Mk^  down  into  thef  ditch.  In- 
deed its  trifling  confequence,  as  a  fortrefs,  would 
hardly  juftify  the  expence  of  a  thorough  repau". 
It  is,  however,  commanded  by  a  governor  and 
lieutenant  governor,  and  is  commonly  garrifoned 
by  two  companies  of  invalids.  In  Peck's  Defide^ 
rau  Curioia,  Chefter  Caftle  Hands  in  the  lift  of 
queen  Elizabeth's  garrifons,  with  the  following 
officers  and  falaries : 

Chestek. 

1.  s.     d. 

Conftable  of  th^  Caftle ;  fee         6  134 

Porter;  fee            —           —     4  u     3 
Keeper  of  the  gardens ;  fee           618 

Surveyor  of  the  works  within  7  x-  ,     ^ 

ChcihireandFlint;  fee           y  *     ' 

Maftermafon;  fee         *—           8  12    4 

Mafter  carpenter ;  fee        --r       9  2    6 

It  ftill  continues  to  be  a  royal  ga:  rifon,  and  has 
•  CQverflor  and  lieutenant  £ova::gr,  each  at  ten 

(hillings 
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ihillinRS  per  diem ;  and  two  independent  compa^ 
nies  of  invalids  are  ftationed  here,  During  the 
civil  war  under  Charles  the  Firft,  Chefter  was  bc- 
fieged,  and  at  length,  Feb.  3,  1645,  taken  hj, 
the  parliamentary  forces,  commanded  by  Sir 
William  Breretoa ;  but  the  Caftle  neither  made 
any  particular  defence  or  feparate  capitulatioa. 
The  church,  feen  near,  the  CaAle,  is  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  and  called  St.  Mary's  of  .the 
Caftle.  In  and  near  the  angle  under  the  g^ieat 
window  appears  the  rock  on  which  the  Caftle  is 
founded. 

The  NeWy  or^  Water  Tawer^  Chester. 

THIS  tower  fecms  to  have  been  built  for 
the  defence  of  a  quay  on  the  river  Dee,  which 
once  flowed  clofe  to  it,  but  is  now  fo  choak- 
cd  up  by  fands,  as  to  render  it  entirely  ufclefs  for 
that  purpofe.  The  form  of  this  tower  is  extreme^ 
ly  lingular,  its  outfide  being  broken  into  a  vari* 
ety  of  angles ;  and  thofe  neither  incrcafing  its 
beauty,  ftability,  or  powers  of  defence. 

Chester  Bridge, 

THIS  bridge  is  more  worthy  of  notice  for  its 
pidburefque  appearance,  than  remarkable  for  its 
antiquity  -,  not  but  part  of  it  is  very  ancient, 
though  it  appears  to  have  been  frequently  repaired 
at  diflfcrent  times,  and  with  different  materials  j 
however,  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  built  with  the 
fame  reddilh  ftone  as  the  Caftle.  Very  little  is  to 
be  met  with  relative  to  this  bridge  in  the  county 
hiftories  ;  it  is  flightly  touched  upon  by  Lte,  in 
the  Vale-Royal  of  England,  publifhed  by  Daniel 
King)  anno   1656,  but  neither  the  builder,  the 

time 


time  of  itieraftipo,  nor  bf  whwi  H  isrepainKC 
i»  :tline  mwikpcdL    A  nmulc^^^  accoynt  ^^ 

Chcfl^r,  communicated  by  a  friend^  Im  t|u;  fiiit-^ 
lowing  paffage  reUtive  to  this  bridgt? :  *^  After  thies] 
death  o{  Elflcda,  her  brother  £dw^  fucteed^  ' 
to  the  throne,  who,  fighting  againft  the  Dafie^- 
would  have  been  taken  priibner  bUjt  for  the  mn 
paratlded  courage  and  adivity  of  his  fon  Athdfta^ 
In  the  year  after  this  engagement  he  vifited  li^, 
territories  in  Chefhire,  and  greatly  fecund  tbeq)^ 
by  erefting  fortrefles  at  Thelwell  and  MtnchcfteTb^ 
He  likewife  finiihed  the  bridge  over  the  riyer  Dee 
at  Cheller,  which  was  begun  by  his  fifter  Elfleda^ 
before  which  time  there  was  a  terry  for  pa0engq|^ 
under  St.  MaryVhill,  at  the  Ship-g^ue.  ;...j 

..      *  BsttSTON-CASTLB^  ChBSBIRS* 

THIS  Caftlc,  as  appears  not  only  from  iui 
prefent  remains,  but  alfo  from  the  teftimony 
of  Cambden^  was  once  ftrongly  fortified  by  art^' 
as  well  as  almoft  inacceflible  by  nature.  His 
words  arc,  "  Beefton-Caftle,  a  place  wdl  guarded 
*•  by  walls  of  a  great  compafs,  by  i:he  great  nuni-j 
••  bcr  of  its  towers,  and  by  a  mountain  of  very 
'  *•  ftccp  afccnt."  Leland  conceived  fo  high  ah 
opinion  of  it,  that  he  wrote,  or  rather  repeated  iii 
fome  Latin  verfes  a  kind  of  prophecy,  whichi 
however,  docs  not  feem  very  likely  to  be  accdm^ 
pliihed.  Thefe  verfes  are  thus  trianflated  by  bi- 
(hop  Gibfon,  in  his  edition  of  Cambden. 

Ranulph,  returning  from  the  Syrian  land,  T, 
This  Cattle  rais'd  his  country  to  defend,  i. , 
The  borderer  to  fright  and  to  command,  j,, 
Though  riun*d  here  the  ftately  fabrick  lies,  1 , 
Yet  with  new  glories  it  again  fliall  rife,  V . 
If  I  a  prophet  may  believe  old  prophecies.  J^, 

'  Although 


i 
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A .tfHnigh  the  tknc  when  the  caftfe  was  bailt  ts- 
lec  !wfc  ipecificc^  it  muft  have  been  between  the 
frsr  1 1  Scy  when  Ranulph  became -earl  of  Glwfter, 
jod  I2J2,  whca  he  died.-  Since  the  printing  of 
aie  firft  plate  of  this  Caftfc,  in  which  I  infertcd 
oiie  exeunt  of  it  as  given  in  the  Vale-Royal  of 
Clielliipc;  I  haw  met  with  a  more  ancient  dcf- 
cription,  written  by  Sampfcm  Enkfwick,  cfq. 
ami  printed  in  the  year  1593.  Although  thw 
•ughc,  in  point  of  tinnte,  to  have  preceded  the 
other;  yet  as  the  forvey  of  StafFordfliire,  in  which 
it  b  contained,  is  become  extrettiely  fcarce,  I  ima- 
gine the  reader  will  rather  excufc  the  violation  of 
order,  than  want  the  defcription ;  I  therefore  have 
here  tmnlcribed  it : 

*^  As  in  StafFordfhire  I  have  begun  with  Trent, 
**  fo  proceeding  to  the  defcription  of  Chelhire, 
^'^  I  think  it  my  readied  courle  to  begin  with  the 
**  Weaver,  a  fair  river,  which  takes  its  firft 
*^  iburce  or  fpring  to  Peckforton-hills,  near  Becf- 
^*  ton-Cuftle,  and  prefently  runneth,  firtt,  fouth- 
*^  call,  then  plain  fouth,  then  bendeth  fouth-eaft 
**  o^ain,  then  pbin  eaft,  then  turneth  fuddenly 
**  puin  north,  and  fo  keepeth  on  its  courfe; 
^"^  thvHigh  it  have  diverfe  windings,fometimes  welV- 
**  wAfU*,  and  fometimes  eaft,  tor  fifteen  or  fix- 
**  5cca  miles  ftill  northwards,  and  then  returneth 
**  ^  ;c  were  fuddenly  weft  ;  which  courfe  it  hold- 
**  ci:\  Oi\  until  it  come  into  the  freet  of  the  Mcr- 
*"  ^:y^  ^hcrcit  difchargeth  itfelf  into  a  pretty  lit- 
'•  ,;c  x.i ;  and,  as  the  Trent  doth  divide  the  (hire 
••  :iv\>  VAT  two  equal  parts,  eaft  and  weft  j  the 
*  >hx  L\:i^^  called  the  over-fide  of  Chelhire,  and 
■*  »v  .c'x"  the  lower-fide.  Not  far  from  the 
•^  'v^  -^^.^  of  the  Weaver  (as  I  have  faid),  ftands 
^  V  ,.M-0^^lc»  which  for  that  it  was  more 
"^ .:.  V  *w  ^s^?  famous  than  any  particular  part 
•*«.%:'^  Ihix  ^ibe  city  of  Chefter  cxccpteJ),   I 

**  covet 
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^  covet tp  begin  withal;  and  tou  muft  ibme- 
^'tUihg^l^eartH^  Qie»  if  a- little  1  ran«  about 
•^  the  Ecacf  of llje'V^e^rer,  for  dineeoif  tourmiks 
^ cnrbothfiHrs  of tfarriver;  fin: tba^  in  tbttnart 
^  of^ftr  finrc  tbc  rivers  be  not  f6  pfendful  as  in 
^otber  placer  thereof;  and  befides,  the  baronjr 
^  of  RoDi  filius:  Htigoniay  being  die  firft  baro^ 
^  M   whidi  is^'fppken  of  br  Boomfdky-B6ok« 
^  wmcik  therefore  I  covet  to  begin*  withal,  lieth 
•*  tiitxMft  j^  o£  it  above  Ai*  part  of  Che(hlre» 
^  m^  not  t«r  fronr  dicr Wearer,  bet^reen  kind 
••  tHe-Dec,  except  fome- little  of  it  wWch  lieriii 
^  Flintibire,  d»r  reputed-  as  a  member  of  the 
•*Countf  Palatine  of  Chefter.     Bfeefton-Caiycj 
^  ftandi  very  lofdlr  and  proudly  upon  an  exceed* 
^  ingifteep  suid  hign  ropk,  fb  ftteep  upon  all-fidoi 
*'bnc  onc^  thatitfufim  no  accefr  unto  it;  I9 
^  thar  though*  it  be  walled  about,  yet  (for  the 
•*  moft  part  thereof)   the  wall  is  needlcfs,  the 
•  rock  IS  fo  very  high  and  fteep  ;  and  where  the 
^  nature- of  the  thing  admitteth  accels,  there  is 
**  firffi  a  fair  gate,  and  a  wall  furnifhcd  with  tur- 
**  rets,  which  endofeth  a  gpod  quantity  of  ground 
**  (four  or  five  acres),  which  licth  north-eaft- 
*•  wanls,  fomewhat   rifcs  until  it  come  to  the 
•*  over  pan  of  the  rock,  where  is  a  great  dike. or 
**  ditch  hewed  out  of  the  main  rock,  and  within 
**  the  fame  a  goodly    ftrong    gatc-houfe,    and 
"  ftrong  wall,  with  other  buildings,  which  when 
**  they  flourilhed  were  a  convenient  habitation  for 
**  any  great  pcrfonage.     In  which  it  is  a  wonder 
^  to  fee  the  great  labour  that  hath  been  ufed  to 
**  have  fulRcient  water  j  which  was  procured  by^ 
**  no  doubt  with  great*  difficulty,  a  marvellous 
**  deep  w?ll  through  that  huge  high  rock ;  which 
**  is  to  deep,  as  that  it  equals  in  depth  the  riveret, 
**  which  runneth  not  far  from  the  faid  Caftle, 
**  thix>ugh  Teverton,  Hocknell,  and  fo  on  to  the 
Vol.  1.  X  X  X  Mcricy^ 


522    THE     VALE.ROYAL 

*^  Merfey.  Thi$  Caftle  ftands  within  the  nufior 
*^  of  Beeflon,  but  the  ground  wheiton  it'  ftands 
*^  was  procured  by  Randulf,  the  third  earl'  of 
"  Cheftcr,  from  the  owner  of  the  faid  manor,  to 
*^  the  end  he  might  make  and  fortify  the  faid 
"  Caftle  there,  wmch  he  did  accordingly. 

"  The  manor  of  Bcefton,  whereof  this  place 
^*  was  a  member  before  the  Caftle  was  bdit,  is 
^^  within  the  parifli  of  Bunbury,  poflefled  at  this 
"  day  by  Sir  George  Beefton,  whofe  fon  and  heir 
^^  Hugh  Beefton  hath  (as  I  hear)  alfo  purchafed 
**  the  Caftle  of  Beefton  of  the  queen. 

**  The  Beeftons  are  defcended  paternally  from 
**  the  Bunburys,  who  (as  I  take  it)  were  lords  o£ 
"  the  whole  parilh,  orthemoftof  it,  about  Henry 
**  the  Second's  time ;  and  were  at  firft  known  by 
**  the  name  of  St.  Peere,  but  (by  rcafon  of  their 
•*  habitation,  and  the  feignory  of  Bunbury  tc^e- 
"  ther)  changed  their  name  from  St.  Peere  to 
**  Bunbury.  As  Henry  of  Bunbury  (to  whom 
*'  his  father  had  given  Beefton  about  king  Henry 
**  the  Third's  time)  had  iflue  a  fon  named  David, 
**  who  was  called  David  de  Beefton,  by  reafon  of 
"  his  habitation ;  which  David  had  ilTue  Henry 
''  Beefton,  who  had  iffue  David  Beefton,  Wil- 
**  Ham  (that  died  without  iffue),  Henry,  that 
*^  begat  Thomas,  and  William,  that  had  iflue 
*^  John,  Raufe,  and  Agnes." 

From  the  accounts  here  given  it  appears  this 
Caftle  was  in  decay  when  they  were  written  ;  but 
its  prefent  ruinous  condition  Ihcws  the  honourable 
fears  of  feveral  vigorous  attacks  fuftained  by  it 
during  the  laft  civil  war.  In  the  beginning  of 
thefe  troubles,  this  Caftle  was  feized  for  the  Par- 
liament, but  was  attacked  and  taken  December 
1 2th,  1643,  by  the  king's  forces,  then  juft  land- 
ed from  Ireland.  It  appears  the  ganifon  made 
little  or  no  defence ;  for  Ruihworth  fays^  the  go« 

vernor, 


,  A  F  .  Et^  P  J-  A, J^  P,. ,        su 

iretDor,  obe  captain  SteeU  was  tried  and  executed 
iorscowanL  ■/."".  "^"'  ..'*/'"  *■  '^  ■^' 
T&c  Pariianibitarians  afterwards  attempted  tq^ 
jfsulkcit^  nid  it  was  uhfuccefsfully  befieged  i^f 
jBivcDteta  weekS;!  bdtig  bravely  defended  by  cap-- 
6dn  ValcL'  Oh  priace  Rupert's  approacii  tnei 
mod^'  id^  it;  March  i8th,  1:644.  in' 
1645  it  was  agaib  Attacked;  and  the  i^h  tf  Nidu 
Yjmnie^  it  iurrendered  on  conditions,  after  eigh- 
mi^yfidtM  contihual  fiege,  in  which  the  garrifon 
wm'itduced  to  the  necdiity  df  eating-cats,  &c. 
Ttejgovernoi*,  colonel  Ballard  (fays  Ruihworth}; 
in  cohrpaffioh  to  his  foldiers,  coniented  to  beat  a 
padey^  whereupon  a  treaty  followed  i  and  having 
obbuned  very  honourkble  conditions  (even  beyond 
Cgpeftatioh  in  fuch  extremity),  viz.  to  march 
OilCy'tlie  governor  and  officers  with  hotfea  and- 
arms,  and  their  own  pix)per  ^oods  (which  loaded 
two  wains)^  the  common  foldiers  with  their  arms^ 
colour?  flying,  drums  beating,  matches  alight, 
fltl4  4  proporuqn  of  powder  and  ball,  and  a  con** 
Toy  to  guard  them  to  Flint-caftlc  -,  he  did,  on 
Sunday  the  i6tji  of  November,  furrender  the 
Caftle,  .the  garrifoi)  bein^  reduced  to  not  above 
fixty  men,  who  marched  ^way  according  to  the 
conditions.  Many  traces  oif  thefc  operations,  fucK' 
as  ditches,  trenches,  and  other  military  worksj' 
are  ftijl  discernible  in  the  grounds  about  it.  The 
fitc  and  ruins  of  this  Caftle  at  prefent  belong  to 
Sir  Ro^r  Moftyn,  of  Moftyn,  in  the  county  of 
Flint,  baronet. 

Birkeheddc  Priory^  Chejhlre, 

THIS  priory  was,  as  appears  from  different 
writers,  alfo  called  Brichevcd,  Byrkett,  and 
Burket-Wood  Priory.  It  was  founded  in  the  lat- 
ter ead  oi  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  or  in  that 

of 
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of  Richard  the  Firift,  by  Hamon  Maflcx,  third  ^^ 
ton  Qf Dunham  Maflejc,  who  pUccd^erdn  fixtcen 
Beoedi^ne  monks.    A  manufcript  in  .Gorpusi 
ChxiB^  College,  Cambric^  nukes  them  canons  Jo£ 
the  Order  of  St.  Auguftme,    It  was  dedicated  to 
St.  Mary  and  St.  James.    In  the  Monafticon  !are 
two  charters  of  the  (aid  Hamon  Afafiey.    ia  th^ 
firft,  he  grants  to  this  monaftenr  in  free  alms^^lf 
4n  acre  of  lan4  at  Dunham^and  an.acre  at.Lachor 
keci  ^i^  theadvowfon  of  the  church  of  Bowxloxx^ 
and  in  the  other,  the  liberty  of  choofing  their  own 
prior,  .granted  before  by  Pope  Alexander :  frpna 
whence  it  leems  m  if  the  papal  permiffiqn  for  (wij^ 
cAaftion  was  not  then  fumcdent  without  the  confijir'; 
mation  oftthepatron.    At  the  diflblution,  its  i:eve^^ 
nuGs  weseeftioxatedat  90I.  i^.  per  annum, agcotd?, 
ing  to  I>A)gdale ;  102L  a  6s.  aod.  Speedy  itsi^e-. 
puted  value  ;io81. ;  and  by  amanulcript  in  Corpus' 
Chrifti  Collie,  .Can^brid|e,  it  was  only  reckoned, 
at  So},    in  the  36th  of  Henry  the  £ighth,  it  was 
grated  to  Ralph  Worleley.    This  iioufe  is  faid  hy 
Iceland  to  have  been  fubordinate  to  the  abbey  bi 
Chelter  i  but  Tsumerdoes  not  fubfcribe  to  ^atqpi-  > 
nipn.    **  The  grant  pffreecledlion  for  a  prior,  the 
^  diftindt  valuation  of  its  poflTdGon:^,  both  in  tax. 
*^  Lincoln,  and  26  Henry  VIlI.  jnakes  me  doubt 
*^  iquch,  fays  he,  whether  this  w^s  a  cell  to  CixeS^ 
"ten**    Atprcfentitis.theOTopettyof.Rich.P^iy 
Price,  £fq.  whofe  grandUther,  Mr.  Cleveland^ 
purchafed  it  of  Mr.  Powel. 


Wc 


*      r  •  '    ■  * 

'  tiqiSi^  of 'C^£6tsR. 

A- V-^^  ^  c^y  for  man^  ochturies^  of  years  4}^- 
ibfe  the'  entrance  of  the  Romans  into  Britain  ^^  tlia; 
a  certain  very  ancient  Britifli  lungV  c^ed  Z.{^, 
^eu.:bc.\fydk  bixik  .1^^  rraaired^uid 

lM^,0Sod  tl]^'(}eca^s  and  ruins  df  "ffie'  citf  o^ 


ainboi^':  i^t  the  fanae  'kiqg  IfiJfo  reignecl  liere  ixi 
Bmaiiiit  the  fame  ume  kin^  Solomdn  pciffied  in 
Jeruiakniq^.  which,  according  to  hi&oty^  ^fai 
abatitifeeycar  of  the  world  ^049:  Ahd-dioqg'h 
aU  kSCkbdans  commonly  diHer  from  one  anotMr 
concccnidg  the  year  of  the  world  when  our  Lord 
Cfq/t. was  born,  as  is  to  be  feen  in  SeUen^  liow- 
ever^  the  cioft  reverend  arckblfliop  tJIJber^  of  Ar- 
magh :^  his  Annak,  lias  fet  fo£th  dut  Cbrifi  was 
bomao  the  year  of  the  world  4004;  but  the  be- 
£Qre  ddcribod  boo^  afib  fets  forth,  that  Eirancus^ 
a  certain  Britifh  prince,  built  Torik  at  the  fame 
time  that  David  reigned  in  Ifrael ;  and  that  RuJi- 
trafs^  £on  and  liirvivor  of  the  before-mentioned 
Lfflcj  built  the  cities  Canterbury  and  Wincbefter^  fo 
that  Chefter  is  of  fo  great  as  well  as  remarkable 
antiquity,  that  in  the  days  of  Soltmon^  and  when 
Torky  Canterbury^  and  fVincbefter^  although  cities 
ycry  ancient,  were  firft  built,  then  Chefter,  thro* 
decay  and  extream  antiquity,  iRranted  repairing 
and  making  good  its  defeds. 

Rme^ 
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Rme^  the  foundation  thereof  laid  by  Romulus^ 
iccnd  about  Mount  Palatine,  on  the  21  ft  of 
April,  750  years  before  Cbrifi^  fo  that  to  the  year 
1700  it  is  2450  years  fince  that;  and  from  the 
above  ftate  it  is  plain  it  is  2655  years  fincie  Cbeftir 
WIS  repaired  by  king  Lijle  zs  above,  and  205  yean 
before  the  laying  of  the  foundation  of  Sjm€.hY 
Romulus  as  aforefaid,  to  the  faid  year  1700.  It  is 
2808  years  fince  the  foundation  of  Londen^  and 
1755  years  from  Julius  Cafafs  invafion  of  JBjf- 
land^  being  no  days  before  Chriftmas-day,  vhicfa 
was  September  the  5th. 

This  account  of  the  very  remote  antiquity  of 
Chefter  correfponds  with  thofe  given  by  Geoflfty 
of  Monmouth,  Higden,  and  Henry  Bradflia^, 
writers  who  were,  unqueftionably,  either  ofdfir 
deceived  through  an  excefs  of  credulity,  or  iii* 
Cended  to  recommend  themfelves  to  an  i^oraot 
^,  which  is  always  delighted  with  whatever  car* 
lies  an  air  of  the  wonderful^  by  promul^ting  *as 
truths  the  exaggerated  tales  of  tradition.*~Ld4n4 
and  Selden,  names  to  which  an  infinitely  greater 
degree  of  refpeft  is  due,  fuppofe  this  city  to  hive 
been  founded  by  the  Romans.  Yet  there  are  riot 
wanting  fome,  and  thofe  of  a  refped^blc  clafs, 
who,  irom  its  advantageous  fituation,  andodnn- 
corroborating  circumftances,  maintain,  with  gi^at 
appearance  of  probability,  that  Chefter  was  a  j>lace 
ctf  Ibme  conifideration  before  the  invafion  of  Bri? 
tain  by  that  people,  by  whom,  however,  they  al- 
low It  to  have  been  confiderably  improved  and  en- 
Urgevl. 


A  Sum« 
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I,  ■  *'  ' 

A  Suaunary  of  the  Life  of  St.  Werburoh, 

' ''«^  an  hiftorical  account  of  the  Images 

'  TOori  her  Shrine  j[now  the  Epifcopd 

\  TlironO*  hi  theChour  of  Chester,  col- 

tl^^^^ed  :m)in  ancient  Chronicles,   and  old 

'  "IJi/ritcrs.    By  a  Citizen  of  Chester. 

I  N/TR  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N. 

.-    -r    ,  -^    .     ..  .  : 

^IT^E  Chapter  of  Chefter  having  lately  hcgcdi 
■A    to  beautify  their  cathedral,  tte  decayed  de^ 
corations  on  the  epifcopal  throne  engaged  their  at-^ 
Centkm  :  This  fine  piece  of  antiquity  had  been  OV"- 
ffjsmentfd  with  carving  and  ftatuary,  both  which 
had  greatly  fufiered,  not  by  time,  but  by  vio- 
fehce ;  they  have  therefore  endeavoured  to  repair 
the  one,  and  to  reftore  the  other,  fo  that  the  little 
ioi^^  which  have  for  fo  many  centuries  guarded, 
as  It  were,  this  ancient  monument,  and  were  to 
injurioufly  defaced,  are,  by  a  commendable  care, 
now  made  whole  again. 

As  the  perfonages  whom  thefe  (hould  reprefent, 
lived  in  the  early  ages  of  Chriftianity,  tney  arc 
but  little  known  to  us  ^  which  induced  one,  who 
refpeds  antiquities,  to  extraft  from  old  writers 
fome  account  of  them  ^  this  was  done  in  a  very 
few  days,  for  his  own  amufement.  And  he  has 
(ince  been  prevailed  upon  to  let  his  collections  be 
publiihed  ior  the  information  of  others. 

Chester, 
July  31,  1749. 

A  SUM- 
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.*-   =c  w_-e  of 

,.     V    1    ;.  I  U  R  G  H,     &'c. 

y^^^^  c      -xi-***.  -sexc^  in  the  caihedral  church 

^-5sva?»  •uc«iKCU  to  be  the  fhrinc  of  St. 

.  x'it:  the  abbey  was  dedicated, 

.^  -.t  .11  ihc  antique  monumental 

.  .-v.§^-»Klrangular  form,  eight  feet 

«>    r  xi^h:;  in  length,  fromEaft  to 

•  ^     -s^   -^^  ux  inches  i  in  breadth,  from 

-^^  ..^   y...'.-  :lct  and  eight  inches;  or- 

^^ .^^i,    x  vicdiic  arches  (three  feet  and 

3"    ._..     .    x^'.^c\   two  towards  the  North 

^     ..»^v^  :hc  South,  one  at  the  Eaft- 

^    ..X-    i:  the  Weft;  abuve  each  of. 

"^  .    _  ',   x^^rdcnting  a  window,  in  the 

!.l      -    •     v '.secure. 

'"''  ^     ..;  V  ^  .cv'orated  with  variety  of  carvings 

^ x^  ■•  .-  •*  number  of  images,  about 

,^  A^>    .:    *cight,    in    different   habits, 

**  "''^-^    ^  .  -   .\i  .::ing  and  gilding :    Each  of 

^^    ,  ^,x  ''i'Wid  a  fcroll  or  label,   upon 

.^-coi  in  Latin,  but  in  the  old  Enr 

-.^..^w*  *'•<'  luiues  of  kings  and  faints  of 

^^7    ..^  ^   Mca'ia.     Many  of  the  labels  arc 

,^v.^->  i.r  lb  much  defaced,  that  only 

""    .  \   >.o  ^'i:^  be  read. 

.^..iN  -^"  i^laccd  in  the  following  order, 

^  V        ^•-'^  ^^"^^  figure   at  the  South- weft 

,  V.  ;>.v  ^^cll,  and  thence  proceed  over 

* "         .  .*.\;  *i"^'  North-front,  and  thence  round 


,  -   ..^    i0^^irds  the  ftairs  up  to  the  throne. 

I.  Rex 
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t.  Rex  Crieda. 

2.  Rex  Penda. 

3.  Rex  Wolpherus. 

4.  Rex  Ceolredus. 

5-  -  -  - 

6.  Rex  Offa. 

7.  Rex  Egfcrtus. 

8.:^-- 

9.  S^"»  Kenclmus. 
10.  S^Milburga. 
XT.  Rex  Beoma. 
12.  Rex  Colwlphus. 

13- 

14.  S»« Ida. 

15. us. 


529 

16.  Rex  -^*  .  .  ^dus. 

17.  S^....-*i.rga. 

18.  --.-i us. 

'9- 

20.  Baldredus. 

21.  ^lerwalduSw 

22.  Rex  Wiglaff. 

23.  RexBemnilph. 

24.  Rex  Burghredus. 

25- 

26.  S^* cda.-: 

27- 

28. 

29. 

30. 


Rex  Ethelbcitus. 
S^Mildrida. 


Four  more  images  have  been  quite  cut  away,  cw:o 
at  the  Weft;  and  two  at  the  Eaft-cnd. 

The  pcrfonages  which  were  intended  to  be  ne- 
prcfented  by  thefe  ftatues,  were  either  her  anceftors, 
or  eife  moft  of  them  nearly  related  to  St.  Wer- 
burgha,  who  was  daughter  of  Wulphere,  king  of 
Mercia,  by  his  queen  Erminilda.  She  was  in  her 
infancy  raccording  to  the  cuftom  of  thofe  times) 
betrothed  or  married  to  her  coufin-german  Ceol- 
redus, afterwards  king  of  Mercia. — Langhorn'i 
Chronicle.  Yet  notwithftanding  her  marriage,  flic 
kept  herfelf  a  virgin,  chafte  and  inviolate,  having 
been  bred  by  her  mother  Erminilda  in  the  fear  of 
God  and  a  contempt  of  all  worldly  vanities,  (he 
very  early  formed  a  refolution  to  dedicate  herfelf 
to  God  in  a  ftate  of  religion  and  virginity. — Gof- 
celin^s  L,ife  of  Werburgh. 

Notwithftanding  that  the  concurrent  teftimo- 
nies  of  feveral  authors  declare  her  to  have  been 
the  wife  of  Ceolredus,  yet  the  diftance  of  lixty^-fix 
years  between  the  times  of  their  dcceafe,  may  pof- 
iibly  occafion  fomewhat  of  a  doubt  j    but  any 

Vol.  I.  Y  y  y    '  thing 
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^.-4.  •  -tii  ^.:c  •▼:11  'x  eafily  iblvcd,  if  wc  con- 
liK  Ajj.  -ic  «as  1  very  young  girl  (puellula) 
^iii;  >.c  ^.u  nirricd  co  chis  prince,  who  lived  to 
.x»  .L  c:a:«  i  niddle-aged  man,  as  he  did  not  im- 
:ic...-LCiy  lucurcd  his  fothcr  in  the  throne  of  Mcr- 
.:^  y^z  lou  :hc  kingdom  after  his  coufin  Kenred, 
inv-.  mjoycu  ic  eight  years.  He  died  A.D.  716, 
Uiu  :hc  died  A.  D.  782.     Sax.  Chron. 

>;ic  pcriiilcd  in  virginity  from  a  religious  motive, 
lot  jniv  during  the  time  of  her  marriage,  but  after 
her  luibiinu's  deceafe,  notwithftanding  many  great 
matches  were  propofed  to  her  :  Nor  could  Ihe  be 
]jrcvaiicd  UDon  by  her  father  to  alter  her  refolu- 
dun»  diougn,  whilft  he  lived,  he  would  not  fufFer 
hc!  CO  Lxr  profefled.     But  after  the  death  of  Wul- 
phcre»  Ihe  and  her  mother  Erminilda  were  veiled 
by   5c.  Etheldreda,  abbefs  of  Ely.     Her  uncle, 
'<:n^  Echeldrcd,  who  fuccecded  his  brother  Wul- 
uiwc*  admiring  his  niece's  eminent  piety,    and 
Lx'iit^  :pmc!i  dillatisficd  that  his  kingdom  fliould 
be  vicp.  ?vcvl  oi  fuch  a  pattern  of  religion  and  vir- 
tue,   i^^c  iho  moll  prcfling  applications  to  her 
•V  ^.:  c   1!y,  and  return  to  her  native  country. 
NX*  ^%.ki  at  length  prevailed  upon  to  come  back 
•luo  Mv  V  .^  .iiul  to  accept  the  fuperintendency  of 
v.*  %-   .v';;:;ivn:s  virj;in-focieties,  viz.    the  mona- 
■A'  CN  v*t'  I  Xi*k:nj:h.uTi  (^now  Trentham),  in  Staf- 
vNv'^^ei    \Vi\\!on,    in  Northamptonfliire ;  and 
.    .vi\,  i;t  StatVoralhire.     At  the  firft  of  thefc 
•.iv  X  he  u':e\l,  .uul  (according  to  her  defirc  when 
;.    *,    >%^^  Inuicvl  at  the  laft,  where  her  body  re- 
.    vv  ,••«  V  aiul  incorrupt  for  almoft  one  hun— 

^. .     x^X  V  ,.fViV^/i  regumy  lib.  i.  ch.  4.)  fays, 

N,.    »x  .  vv  i  ul  was  buried  at  Chefter  \  but  Hig- 

.    X    X  ;'Mt  her  remains  were  dcpofited  at 

...      vt     VutburjO,  in  Staffordfliire  •,  and 

.    X.;   >;^;,  when  the  Danes  had  ravaged 

a  great 
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i  great  part  of  Mercia^  and  ^re  advanced  as  far 
as  Repton  in  Derbylhire,  the  people  of  Hgnbury, 
terrified  with  their  devaftations,  toQk  up  the 
corps  of  St.  Werburgh,  which  they  found  ffcfli 
and  entire,  aficl  carried  it  in  a  hearfe  to  Chefter,  as 
aplac^  of  fafety,  from  the  havock  and  barbarities 
of  the  Danes. 

We  do  not  find  from  any  of  the  old  writers, 
about  what  time  her  fiirine  was  ereAed,  but  (hall 
endeavour  to  give  fome  account  of  thofe,  whole 
ftatues  are  earved  upon  it.    ^ 

FIGURE  I.  Crieda.  This  prince  was  derived, 
by  about  ten  dcfcents,  from  Woden,  the  famous 
ftem  and  origin  of  the  Saxons,  and  indeed  the 
common  father  of  the  Northern  nations.  He  came 
into  Britain,  A.  D.  584,  and  founded  the  fove- 
reignty  of  Mercia,  which,  by  the  conquefts  and 
acquiutions  of  his  Tucceflbrs/  became  afterwards 
the  moft  powerful  kingdom  of  the  Saxon  Hep- 
tarchy i  having  for  its  boundaries,  Humber  on  the 
North  -,  the  Severn  on  the  Weft  -,  the  Thames  on 
the  South  ;  and  on  the  Eaft  the  kingdoms  of  Eflex 
and  of  the  Eaft- Angles.  It  confiftcd  of  Chefliire, 
Derbyfhire,Nottinghamfhire,  StafFordfliire,  Shrop- 
ihire,  Northamptonftiire,  Leicefterftiire,  Lincoln- 
fliire,  Huntingdonfhire,  Rutlandfhire,  Warwick- 
fhire,  Worcefterfhire,  Oxfordfhire,  Glouccfter- 
fliire,  Buckinghamftiirc,  Bedfordftiire,  part  of 
Herefordshire,  and  a  fmall  portion  of  Somerfet- 
fhire.  Hiftorians  have  not  informed  us  how  Cri- 
eda firft  got  pofleflion  of  this  kingdom,  nor  have 
they  tranlmitted  any  thing  more  concerning  him. 
He  died  A.  D.  593. 

FIG.  II.  Penda,  furnamed  The  Strong.  He 
was  the  grandfon  of  Crieda,  and  did  not  come  to 
the  throne  till  he  was  fifty  years  of  age.  He  was 
of  a  bold,  reftlefs,  and  enterprizing  fpirit,  ever 
invading  and  ravaging  the  territories  of  the  neigh- 
Y  y  y  2  bouring 
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bourine  prince$.  Havijig  marched  againft  O^ 
wald,  king  of  the  Northumbers,  they  came  to  a 
btt(ie  ac  a.place  called  Ma&rfelth,  where  Ofwald 
"wv  flain  on  die  fifth  of  Auguft,  A.  D.  642 .  Hifto- 
jiims  differ  as  to  the  fituation  d  Bede's  Mafeifelth. 
Cambden,  and  from  himjRapin,  Carte  and  Guthrie, 
will  havtit  to  be  Ofwaldftreet,  or  Ofweftry,  com. 
Salo{}.  Poweli9  in  his  Defcription  of  Waleis,  fajrs, 
that  it  was  in  the  Northumbrian  territories,  and 
not  at  Ofwaldftrcy,  which  was  called,  by  the  Bri- 
,tons,  Macfuswalht,  not  Maierfelth.  In  Lanca- 
(hire  there  is  a  large  fee,  called  Mackerfield,  in 
which  lies  part  of  Winwick  parifli,  where,  and 
efpecially  in  the  town  of  Newton  within  that 
diftri£t,  is  a  tradition,  that  king  Ofwald  had  a  pa* 
lace  6r  caftle  thereabouts,  where  he  moftly  refided^ 
and  this  Mackerfield  was  within  the  Northumbri- 
an dominion,  which  Shropihire  was  no^.  Oh  the 
fouth  outfide  wall  of  Winwick  church  arc  carved, 
in  the  old  Englifh  charader,  fome  verfes  relating 
to  this  prince.  By  this  vidtoiy  Penda  made  him- 
iidf  mafter  of  thofe  parts  or  the  Northumbrian 
dominions  which  lay  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Hum- 
ber.  He  then  laid  fiege  to  Bamborough,  which 
had  been  built  and  ftrop^y  fortified  by  Ida,  the 
ftrft  king  of  the  Northumoers :  Penda  endeavour- 
ed to  reiduce.  it  by  fire,  but  was  bafBed,  and  re- 
treated. 

As  his  whole  reign  was  a  continued  Mrarfare, 
he  had,  at  different  times,  kilkd  in  battle  five 
ChrifUans  kings;  and  though  he  would  never  he 
converted,  yet  he  permitted  his  fon  Peada  to  be 
baptized,  and  to  receive  preachers  and  miffionaries 
into  his  territories.  Bede  tells  us,  that  Penda  w:as 
wont  to  exprefs  a  great^  abhorrence  of  thofe  oiit- 
fide  Chriftians,  who  did  not  pra6tife  what  they 
ptxrfelled^    declaring  thofe  to  be  Contemptible 

wfetclies, 
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t^retchea,  who  did  aotferve  that  God  in  whom 
thcj  believed. 

-  JPcflida's  chief  t>feafure  was  in  harraffing  the 
Northumbrians;  and  having  engaged  in  a  war 
with  king  Qfwy,  brother  and  luccelTor  to  Oifwald, 
they  fought  a  bloody  battle  on  the  fifteenth  of 
Novembd",  A.  D.  65^,  upon  the  banks  ot'  the 
riTcr  Winuaed  (now  Aire;  near  Leeds  in  Yorkr 
flt^y  where  the  Mercians  were  totally  routed^  and 
PeHda^  together  with  thirty  chieftains  ot  royai 
extra^ion,  killed  uj^on  the  Tpot :  He  was  (lain  b 
the  eightieth  year  ot  his  age,  having  reigned  thir- 
ty years. 

FIG.  III.  WuLPHERB,  dielecond  fon  of  ?enda. 
He  fticceeded  his  elder  brother  Peada,  who  was 
poifbned  by  his  wite,  a  Northumbrian  princcfs, 
in  the  third  year  of  his  reign. 

Wulphcre,  during  his  infancy,  had  been  con- 
cealed, preferved,  and  afterwards  fet  upon  the 
throne  of  Mercia,  by  the  care  and  affection  of 
three  noblemen :  Soon  after  his  acccflion,  he  re- 
nounced Paganifm,  was  baptized,  and  caufed  his 
children  to  be  educated  in  the  Chrillian  religion. 

He  was  an  aftive  prince,  much  embroiled  with 
his  neighbouring  potentates,  and  waged  war  with 
various  fuccefs.  He  was  attacked  by  Kenv/alch, 
king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  but  had  the  good  tor- 
tune  to  defeat  the  invaders  -,  and  fo  far  improved 
his  vidory^  that  he  fubdued  Buckinghamihire,  and 
the  adjoining  parts  of  Oxfordfliirc,  as  far  as  the 
Thames ;  and  afterwards  conquered  a  part  of 
Surry,  Hamplhirc,  and  the  Ifle  of  Wight.  Hiv- 
ing fought  and  vanqiiilhcd  Adelwalch,  king  of 
the  South-Saxons,  he  brought  him  priibner  'hmo 
Mercia,  where  he  was  converted  to  Chriftianity  ; 
upon  which  Wulphere  reftored  him  to  his  liberty, 
and  gave  him  the  IQe  of  Wight,  and  a  Urge 
diftrift  in  Hamp(hire. 

Malmeft)ury 
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yUicadharf  charges  Wulphere  with  fimonically 
felirr-^  ihc  biihoprick  of  London  to  one  "^yn^, 
mtticn,  if  true,  ierves  to  evince  that  he .  had  got 
«i  abioLutc  fway  in  the  kingdom  of  Eflex. 

la  the  ieventeentb  and  laft  year  of  hi^  reign,  he 
Ibughc  a  bloody  battle  with  Efcwin,  king  of  the 
Welt-Saxens,  at  Bedanheof,  where  a  teirible 
flaughter  was  made :  Henry  of  Huntingjdon  fays, 
that  if  there  wsl^  any  advantage  gained  in  t|us  bat- 
tle, it  might  be  clain>ed  by  the  Mercian,  who  died 
oot  long  afterwards^ 

Wulphere  married  Erminilda,  princcfs  of  Kent : 
Their  chief  refidence  was  near  Stone  in  Stafibrd- 
fliifc  5  and  by  her  he  had  iflue  a  daughter,  Wei"- 
burgha,  and  three  fons,  two  of  which  died  before 
him(fome  writers  fay,  killed  by  him),  but  ^ 
third,  Kenred,  came  afterwards  to  be  king  pf 
Mcrcia. 

FIG  IV.  Ceolred,  nephew  of  Wulphere,  coufin- 
german,  and  (according  to  the  Saxon  Chronicle) 
hufband  to  St.  Werburgha,  whofe  brother  Kenred 
rcfigned  to  him  the  kingdom  of  Mercia. 

In  the  year  715,  he  fought  a  memorable  battle 
with  Ina,  king  of  the  Weft-Saxons,  at  Wodens- 
burgh  in  WiltQiire ;  but  the  occafions  of  this  war 
arc  not  related  by  any  hiftorian.  Henry  of  Hun- 
tingdon tells  us,  that  it  was  a  bloody  engagement, 
and  fo  fatal  to  both  fides,  that  it  was  hard  to  fay 
xifhich  had  fuffcrcdmoft.  Little  elfe  is  recorded 
s>t'  this  prince  :  He  was  reputed  to  be  of  an  a6tive, 
w^like  difpofition,  and  had  a  great  chara£ier. 
( Ic  died  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  A.  D.  7 16. 
oiKl  WAS  interred  at  Lichfield. 

b  Uk  VI.  Offa.  a  prince  of  the  ancient  fine- 
ly- oi  NVoilcn,  and  of  uie  royal  houfe  of  Mercia, 
biv'iiij,;  dcKrnded  from  Eawa  (or  Eapa)  brother  of 
Ki*»K  IVjuIa^  grandfather  to  St.  Werburgha.  OfFa 
H.cv  V  ^'Uxl  to  the  tlirone  of  Mercia  by  the  unani- 
mous 
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mous  voice  of  the  people,  harrafled  out  by  the 
tyrannical  oppreffions  of  the  ufurpcr  Btornred/ 
He  began  to  reign  A.  D.  ^56^  and  was  accounted 
one  of  the  greatcft  among  the  Mercian  monarchs. 
His  firfl:  exploit,  after  his  acceffion  to  the  throne 

of  his  anceftors,  was  an  expedition  againft:  the 
people  of  Kent,  whom  he  invaded  with  a  power- 
ful force,  and,  after  an  obftinate  engagement, 
routed  their  army,  and  with  his  own  hand  killed 
their  king  Alric.  This  battle  was  fought  at  Ot- 
fbrd  upon  the  Darenr,  A.  D,  774- 

In  the  year  followino;  he  attacked  the  Weft-Sax- 
ons, and  defeated  their  king  Kenwulph,  at  Ben*  , 
fington  (or  Benlbn)  in  Osfordfhire,  adjoining  to 
Berkfhire,  and  forced  him  to  a  ceflTion  6f  all  that 
territory  on  the  North  of  the  Thames,  which,  from 
that  time,  became  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Mer- 
cian He  foon  afterwards  fubdued  Gioucefterfhire, 
and  a  p?rt  of  Somerfetlhire,  and  founded  the  sb- 
bejr  or  BaA :  And  next,  to  fliew  his  great  power, 
atteoij^ed  to  remove  the  archiepifcqpal  fee  from 
CanterEijI^^  and  to  fix  it  at  Lichfield. 

About  this  tinie  the  WeHh,  taking  the  oppor- 

.  tuni^  of  kis  vrars  with  the  Saxons,  invaded  Mer* 
Cia  with  fire  and  fword,  and  ravaged  the  country 
in  a  dreadful  manner :  Upon  which  Offa  thought 

,4t  prudent  to  come  to  a  triice  withliis  other  ad- 
veiriaries,  and  turning  his  arms  againft  the  Welfh, 
dtpvie  tJiem  from  their  new  conqufefts,  and  forced 
them  to  quit  to  him  all  the  plain  country  between 

.  Severn  and  Wye,  which  he  peopled  with  Saxons  5 
and  as  a  boundary  and  barrier  againft  future  inva- 
iions,  he  threw  up  that  prodigious  trench  from  the 
Biouth  of  the  river  Dee,  to  that  of  the  Wye,  ex- 
leading  about  ninety  miles,  and  fince  called  OflTa's 
P^ke.  **  This  Fofs,  fays  the  right  reverend 
**  iniitor  of  Cambden,  may  be  fecn  on  Brachy-Hill, 

.  ^  aiid  near  Rhyd,  or  Helig,  and  Lanterden  in 

'     '    '  "Here- 
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*  Herebfxnhiic ;  and  is  connaucd  northwardl 
'*  izom  KiighaWj  over  a  pirt  of  Shropihirc,  in- 
^  32  ykMisgacaujibixc ;  mi  auy  be  traced  over' 
-*  use  i0Esg  flBOUDub,  called  in  Wdfli  Kevn 
"*  Ci@a^  GO  Uayko-caftle,  crois  the  Severn  ai^l 
4*  Liao-X^ioio  Common  ^  from  whence  it  paOes 
^  Vymwy  again  into  Shropfhire,  not  far  from  Of- 
^  vaiulhcy  where  there  is  alfo  a  fmall  village,  call* 
^  evi  rxvryrdawdlu  In  Denbiehlhire,  it  is  vifihle 
^  4u3QgcheroadbetwccnRhyabDonandWreiJiam; 
•^  tzKim  whence  being  continued  through. Flint- 
•*  ihire,  it  ends  a  little  below  Holywell^*  whoc 
*^  that  water  falJs  into  the  Dee,  at  a  place  former- 
^  iy  the  fite  of  Bafingwark." 

It  has  been  mentioned  by  fome  writers,  that  when 
06\x  had  nnilhed  his  dyke,  he  promulged  a  decree, 
that  if  any  Welfhman  ihould  pal's  over  this 
boundary,  he  lliould  be  punilhcd  with  the  lols  of 
bis  right  hand. 

L  his  is  hinted  at  in  a  poem  publiihed .  by  a 
young  nobleman  of  Oxford,  above  a  century  ago. 

"  Th  peter  as  clsm  Camtros  inbihere  feroca^ 
**  i:^s  intaclufit  multofiruHa  agger efojfa^ 
*'  El  pudor  abfcijfie^  perrupto  limited  dexir^^.*^, 

which  may  be  thus  tranflated : 

You  could,  great  Offa,  with  deep  dykes  enclofc. 
\^  !iiiin  tlitjir  bounds  your  rugged  Cambrian  foes  j 
Nut  uar'd  they  range  into  the  Mercian  lands, 
Lh«.  JOiag  the  doom  of  amputated  hands* 

t  -K*  lamc  of  this  orince  was  fo  confiderabje, 
u^^  iK  b'.:i>|xrorChanes  the  Great  (Charlemaene) 
Xv'^'i'V  :^i:^  tVkcndand  ally ;  a  circumflance,  wnich 
^;s.  u.a  fhhK/ur  ;  as  diftant  princes  had  then  very 
^u^  ^v%Hii)i«m<acisMi  with  each  other.     Offa,  ac 

the 
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the  ddire  of  that  Emperor,  who  was  a  great  lover 
of  learning  and  learned  men  in  an  age  Very  barren 
of  that  ornament,  fent  over  to  him  a  clergyman, 
celebrated  for  his  knowledge,  named  Alcuin^  who 
received  great  honours  from  Charlemagne^  and  cren 
became  his  preceptor  in  the  fcienccs.  His  chief 
motive,  at  firft,  for  defiring  the  company  of  Alcuin, 
was,  that  he  might  oppofe  his  learning  to  the  he-* 
refy  of  Felix  bifhop  of  Urgel  in  Catalonia;  who 
maintained  that  our  Saviour,  confidered  in  his  hu* 
man  nature^  could  more  properly  be  denominated 
*  the  adoptive  than  the  natural  fon  of  God,  This 
herely  was  condemned  in  the  council  of  Francfort, 

"Utliitj^  «Ml  cofifitiiffiiair  «)o  tMibops^  9ttcli 
iil«ie'ite4<>^>ftfcc>^  lUt«t)ed  ihtbat  i^^  not  only  bf 
liiiMMlwliawto,  w  bf  due  wiM.  MdgitaMft 
pnRGQS-* 

Slit  the  character  of  this  prince  received  ah  in* 
4fllf Ue  ftiiin  by  his  bafe  murder  of  Ethelbert^  king 
of  Eaft  Anglia,  and  his  violcht  feizure  of  that 
kiiigdcMta.  This  young  prince,  who  is  faid  to  have 
poMffid.great  merit,  had  made  fuitto  Elfrjda^  the 
tlau^ter  of  Offa,  and  was  invited  with  all-  his  it'* 
tiritie  to  the  court  (^0§a  at  Sutton- Wallis,  in 
Hcxefoidfiiiie^  in  order  to  Solemnize  the  nuptials. 
Antidft  ihejojr  and  feftivityofthefe  entertainments^ 
hewas fetzed  by  Offa^  and fecretly  beheaded*:  And 


*  The  isg^nkms  Mr.  John  Philip^y  in  hit  fine  didadUc  j 
*oiUcd  0^9  mtk  that  fptrit  of  hanMUiity  which  alwayaac 
paniei  tme  geniui,  pathetically  deplores  this  aflpf  barbi^iity^in 
the  following  lines : 

i    '■  Suttott'Aercs,  drench'd  with  regal  blood 

•Of  Sthdbert,  when  to  th'nnhallowM  fieaft 

CK-Merciao  OSa  he  invic^  came. 

To  p«at  of  fpoufals :  Lons  connubial  joyt 

He  promised  to  himfelf,  alTnPd  by  fair 

UMdaftf  beauty ;  bat  deluded  dfd 

in  Mght  of  hopcs^r^h  I  .hardeft  fate  :So  &1) . 

By  jbew  of  frieM(hap»  aad.prete^d^Jpve  I 

.    Vol.  1  Z  z  tf  tho" 
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tbo*  Elfrida,  who  abhorred  her  father'ii  tretcherf» 
had  time  to  give  warning  to  the  Eaft- Anglian  no* 
bility,  who  dcaped  into  their  own  country,  Offa, 
having  extin^uimed  the  royal  family,  fuccoeded  in 
his  projeft  ot  fubduing  that  country.     The  trea- 
cherous prince,  deiirous  of  regaining  the  good  opi- 
nion of  the  world,  and  perhaps  of  appeafing  the 
raiK)rfes  of  his  own  confcience,  paid  great  court 
to  the  clergy,  and  pra^bifed  all  the  monkifii  devo- 
tions which  were  fo  much  efteemed  in  that  ignorant 
and  fuperfti tious  age.    He  beftowed  the  tenth  c£  his 
goods  on  the  church ;  gave  rich  prefents  to  the  ca^ 
tbedral  of  Hereford,  and  even  made  a  pilgrinuigc 
to  Rome,  where  his  great  power  and  riches. could 
not  fail  of  procuring  him  the  papal  abfolution,-^ 
The  better  to  ingratiate  himfelr  with  the  ibvereign 
pontiff*,  he  engaged  to  pay  him  a  yearly  donation 
for  the  fupport  of  an  Englifh  college  at  Rome,  and 
in  order  to  raife  the  fum,  he  impofed  a  tax  of  a 
penny  on  each  houfe  poffefled  of  thirty  pence  a 
year.   This  impofition  beinjg  afterwards  levied  from 
all  England,  was  common^  denominated  Peter's- 
'  pence ;  and  tho'  conferred  at  firft  as  a  gift,  was  af- 
terwards claimed  as  a  tribute  by  the  Roman  pontiff. 
Carrying  his  hypocrify  ftill  farther,  Off*ay  feigning 
to  be  diredted  by  vifions  from' heaven,  difcovered 
at  Verulam  the  reliques  of  St.  Alban,  the  martyr, 
and  endowed  a  magnificent  monaftery  in  the  place. 
.  Moved  by  all  thefe  a£ts  of  piety,  MaLmeibury,  one 
of  the  beft  of  the  old  Englifh  hiflorians^  declares 
himfclf  at  a  loft  to  determine  whether  the  merits  or 
the  crimes  of  this  prince  preponderated.  .  Offa 
died,  after  a  reign  oi  thirty-nine  years,  in  794/— 
He  married,  fays  Sir  Peter  Leyceftcr,  a  lady  nam- 
ed Quendrida,  whofe family  is  unknown :  By  whom 
he  had  ifTue  a  fon  called  Egfrid ;  Ethelburge,  a 
daughter,,  married  to  Briftric,  king  of  the  Wefl- 
Saxons  i  Elfleda,  another  daughter,  fecond  wife  to 

Ethd. 


of  NoirtJiimbttkuicl;  and  £lfridi» 
'\£to  idj^on  in  the  moaafterjr  af . 

YIIvEorsRTVi  (orEQniDus),  fbaawi 
rv«-  OA,  »  prince  of  grei«  hopei»  l^it 
jAlii'iliii  III  itiwy^  ItftvinKragiiedonlfoiiehua- 
ilii !>n<  lUi  ly  jQM^gfn :  H^  iras  intemsd  in  cbe 

>*^  FIGi  iX.  Sr.KiM^ui.  Thi$  infam  kins;  iras 
IteoCSi^al^  a  prince  qCthe  Mercian  bkxx^r^-' 
'«lj;«i»^teoKdBd  EgjRsrt,  jnft  before  mentiooed. 
Htelaa  w»  JMiefeeen  years  old  at  the  death  of  hit 
AdkW,'and>hisoi«hacceflion.to the  crown:  Heh«d: 
.  ^IMJMwi  i|ily  »'fear  montiuy  when  his  fitter  Qoea^ 

•  Arfiip  naiiiiid:i|gainfthis  lifi^  and  procured  his  ok 
MP  (Hhi  f jiftft<rt>(gt)  to  m  urdcr  him  i  who^  dccayiitt 

}tik0mmiotmt  youth  into  an  un^equcptpd  wooi^ 
iMroiffhitt'hrad,  and  buried  hi(n  ynder  a  thorn 
CTCt»  The  Author  of  Polychronicon  fays,  th^t  the 
catpfe  was  thrown  into  a  well,  3ever4l  old  hifto* 
rians  mention  the  murder  of  this  prince,  and  the 
miraculous  manner  of  its  difcovcry :  Concerning 
the  latter,  William  of  Malmefbury,  and  M;itthew 

-  i0f  Weftminfter,  give  the  following  legendaiy  ac»  . 
count,  viz.  >^  That  after  the  jperpetration  or  this 

.  .**  bloody  deed,  the  inhuman  ufter  foon  feized  the 
*^  kinMbm»  and  prohibited  all  inquiry  after  her 

.  ^*  kift  orothcr :  But  this  horrible  fad,  concealed  jn 
**  England,  was  made  known  at  Rome,  by  a  fu* 
*^  pernatu^l  revelapon  •,  for  on  the  Altar  of  St. 

•  •*  fecr  there,  a  white  dove  let  fall  a  paper,  on 
**  which,  in  golden  letter^,  were  infcribed  both  the 
^«  -death^of  Kenelm,  and  the  place  of  his  burial, 
"  via.  In  Clent  Cow-batch,  Kericlm  king  beame, 
^  lieth  xmder  a  diorne,  heaved,  bereaved." 


Z  a  z  a  .  Tyrrcl 
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^yrrel  thus  renders  into  our  Englilh  this  Sjkqq 
ifticription: 

*wn  Clcnt  Cow-pafture,  under  a  thorn, 

*•  Of  head  bereft,  lies  Kenelm,  king  born." 

[Clentis  fituated  on  the  utmofl:  fouth  border^ 
of  StafFordihire  adjoining  to  Worcefterfhire. 
Near  to  this  place  is  a  famous  fpring  called 
S%.  Kenelm's  Well,  to  which  extraordinary 
virtues  have  been  attributed.] 
^  The  Roman  priefts  and  monks  could  not  un^t 
*^  derftand  the  charaders,  but  an  Cngliflunan,  be^ 
**  ing  accidentally  prefent^read  the  infcripdon,  and 
^  tranflated  it  into  Latin ;  whereupon  the  Pope 
**  fent  over  an  envoy  to  the  Engliih  kings,  to  in- 
^  form  them  concerning  the  murdered  Kenelm. 
^^  The  affmr  being  thus  miraculouQy  revealed,  the 
^  body  was  taken  out  of  the  hc^e  wher?  it  had 
^  beei^i  hid,  and  with  great  folemnity  carried  to 
••  Winchelcombe,  ii^  Gloucefterfliire,  and  there  in- 
•*  terred  in  the  church  of  that  abbey,  which  his 
*^  father  had  founded ;  foon  after  pilgrimages  were 
**  made  to  his  tomb,  and  Cambden  lays,  diat  it  is 
•*  fcarcely  credible  what  great  repute  Winchel- 
**  combe  monaftery  was  in,  on  account  of  this  roy- 
•*  al  faint." 

The  unnatural  fiftcr  did  not  long  enjoy  thefruit 
bf  her  ambitious  cruelty ;  for  fhe  was  outed  from 
the  throne  by  her  uncle  Ceolwulf,  in  a  few  months 
after  her  brother  was  killed.   . 

FIG.  I  p.  St.  MiLBURGA,  daughter  of  Mer- 
waldus,  the  fourth  fonof  king  Penda,  anearkinf- 
woman  to  St.  ^^^crburgha. 

FIG.  II.  Beorna.  This  name,  as  upon  the 
fcroll  or  label,  is  not  in  the  catalogue  of  the  fo* 
vereigns  of  Merciia,  tho*  we  meet  with  it  among  the 
kings  of  the  Eaft- Angles,  over  whom  oneAeoma 
reigned,  and  lived  in  the  time  of  St.  Werbui^h. 

FIG.  12.    CoLwtPHus  (commonlywrote  Ceol- 
wulf) 
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wulf)  was  brother  of  king  Kenulf,  and  uncle  to 
the  aflafllnated  Kenclm.  He  drove  his  barbarous 
niece  Quendrida  from  the  Mercian  throne,  and 
began  to  reign  A.  D.  820,  but  in  his  fecond  year, 
he  himfelf  was  defeated,  and  forced  out  of  his  ter- 
ritories, by  an  ufurper,  named  Beornwulph.  He 
kft  only  one  daughter,  called  Kenedritha. 

FIG.  14.    S" LDA.    From  the  three 

only  remaining  letters  of  the  name  upon  this  label 
we  may  reafonably  conjefture,  that  this  female 
faint  was  intended  to  reprefent  Erminilda,  mother 
pf  St.  Werburgh,  and  daughter  of  Ercombert,  king 
c^Kent,  by  his  wife  Sexburga,  princefs  of  the  £aft- 
Angles.  Ercombert  was  a  zealous  Chriftian,  jde^ 
ftroyed  Heathen  idols,  and  demolifhed  their  tern** 
|des.  He  inftituted  the  obfervance  of  i^nt  in  his 
kii^dom,  and  was  (faith  Malmeibury)  ^^  famous 
^*  for  his  piety  towards  God,  and  his  love  to  his 
*'  country."  He  married  his  daughter  Erminilda 
fo  Wulphere,  king  of  Mercia,  by  whom  Ihe  had 
Werburgha,  and  other  children. 

After  her  hulband^s  death,  Ihe,  and  her  daugh- 
tcr  Werburgha,  were  veiled  by  her  aunt  Etheldre- 
da,  abbefs  of  Ely ;  and  thence  (he  went  to  Shepye 
(in  Kent)  of  which  fhe  was,  by  her  mother  Sexbur- 
ga, appointed  abbefs.  She  afterwards  fucceeded 
her  aunt  in  the  abbey  of  Ely,  where  fhe  died,  and 
was  buried.  She  is  faid  to  have  founded  the  prio- 
ry of  Stone  in  StafFordfhire ;  but  others  attribute 
it  to  her  hufband  king  Wulphere. 

FIG.  16.     Rex Dus.     This  fta- 

tue  has  the  ftile  of  king,  yet  holds  a  crofier  in  one 
hand,  by  which  tokens,  corroborated  by  the  re- 
maining  fyllable  on  the  label,  ii  may  be  fuppofed 
to  have  boen  the  effigies  of  Ethelrcdus,  uncle  to  St. 
Werburgh,  and  fucceflbr  to  his  brother  Wulphere, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Mercia.  Though  he  feems  to 
have  taken  upon  him  the  government,  as  his 

nephew 
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nephew  Kenred  was  fo  very  young  at  his  father's 
death,  yet  he  held  the  reins  rather  too  long  for  m 
regency. 

Soon  after  his  taking  the  crown,  he  ravaged  the 
kingdom  of  Kent,  and  deftroyed  mod  of.  the 
churches,  monafteries,  and  pofTeflions  belonging  to 
the  fee  of  Rochefter.  He  then  entered  into  a  war 
with  Egfrid,  king  of  the  Northumbers,  and  con- 
quered the  much  greater  part  of  Lincolnlhire, 
which  was  confirmed  to  him  bv  treaty.  The  vene- 
rable hiilorian  tells  us,  th^t  ne  afi^wards  began 
to  be  religioufly  difpoled,  and  to  compenfate  for 
his  devaftations  in  the  diocefs  of  Rochefter^  he  e- 
refted  a  biftioprick  at  Worcefter,  and  was  a  great 
benefaftor  to  the  abbey  of  Peterborough  ;  and  de- 
livering up  the  kingdom  to  the  righttul  heir  Kenr 
red,  he  became  abbot  of  the  monaftery  of  Bartte- 
ncy,  in  Lincolnfhire,  where  he  died,  and  was 
buried. 

FIG.  17.     S*» RGA.     By  the  termi- 

mination  upon  the  fcroU,  and  the  number  of  letters 
required  to  fill  up  the  ipace,  this  figure  may  be 
conjcftured  to  have  reprefcnted  St.  Keneburga, 
who  was  fitter  to  king  Wulphere,  and  aunt  to  St, 
Werburgh.  She  was  married  to  Adelwal,  Prince  of 
the  Northumbers,  and  was  a  confiderable  benefi^c- 
trefs  to  the  monaftery  of  Peterborough  -,  after  the 
death  of  her  hufband  fhe  took  the  veil,  and  was 
much  cftecmed  for  her  eminent  piety,  About 
three  hundred  years  after  her  death,  her  bones  were 
dug  up  by  Elfius,  abbot  of  Peterborough,  and  bu- 
ried in  that  monaftery. 

FIG.  18.     --us.   This  image  h(^ds  in  its 

right  hand  apaftoral  ftafF,  and  may,  from  the  charac* 
ter  and  difpofition  of  that  prince,  not  improbably  be 
fuppofed  toreprefent  Kenredus,  brother  to  St.  Wer- 
burgh, who  is  more  than  once  mentioned^nderFic. 
16.    His  being  a  Jielplcfs  infant  ,at  hkf  fathers 

death 


f  ■-*!!..  .   . . ,  r^ 

iMb  MdpQcd  hb.  mc|e  .^t^^ 
^;p¥eniinent,  as  lias,  been  before  takta^  umof.gj^ 
iiii$mfik^B  COM 
yi^lfea  hum  who  lite  allowed^  i^,4>^  inuch  fitttr 

lll|ninr\  «)xmt  five  y«ai%.he  relioquime^.tlie  crate 
j|R^i^aoufin-^||ei940  Ceolred^  beforcrfnpntiop^ 
.mM-^i^Roiney  accepted  of  an  ab)xi(7^  tandt  piipU 
jdi^fnoainder  of  his  days  in  the  ino^a^ery  of  % 
JE^ipdMtckjr.  .  ;  ,   ^  ;i 

7.^fF(QnftOr  Baldebdus.  ,.Np  f)ich  jjiqim  occ^ 
4Ming  the  JMcifcian  priQces,  but  ytcfxion  mifx  one 
j^f  ^lij:  namo,  who  waa<$e.taft  of  ^  kings  of  l^cHtf 
Jfflf  JEienttlf*  king  of  Mercia,  .having  conquq^. 
dwr  Idngdoni,  A.D.  794,  aptx>mttd,Cttthitd«|i 
'JMhBt|tii:nobleinao^  to  govcni,  therein  .yd  upon  Jm 
4cwic»  permitted  his  ion,  Baldred,  to  fuccc^  hipa^ 
who  having  reigned  near  eighteen  years,  was  a^ 
tacked  and  defeated  by  Egbert,  reputed  the  fir^ 
iWoarch  of  England,  who  drove  him  out  of  hi^ 
ttrritories,  and  he  was  never  heard  of  afterwards;; 

FIG.  a  I.  MsawALDus,  called  ]V([enyala,  yi 
the  Saxon  Annals;  which  Chronicle  agrees  with 
Malmeibuiy,  Simeon  of  Durham,,  and  Florence  iqf 
Worcefter,  that  he  was  the  fourth  fpn  of  kingPei^ 
.  da  I  was  father  of  St.  Milburga,  St.  Miklreda,  ancl 
Sc  Milguida;  and  was  uncle  to  St.  Werburgha: 
:His  elder  brother  Ethelred,  as  foon  as  he  came  to 
the  throne  of  Mercia,  eredted  Herefordihire  into  a 
ibvereignty,  and  gave  it  to  Merwald,  who  had  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Ermenred,  king  of  Kent,  by 
whom  he  had  the  three  daughters  beibre-mentioneq, 
but  no  male  iflue. 

FIG.XXII.  WioLAFF,  commonly  called  Wit- 

LAfP,  4uk1  by  the  Saxon  Chronicle  Withlaff, 

.  w^i  a  great  Chieftain,  or  Eolderaian,  among  the 

jMipcians.^  and  by  them  (afcer^.tj^  royal  line  was 

.csdnd)  advanced  to  the  fovereign  power.    PId-  '*' 

rcncc  j 
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fence  of  Woxx:efter  ftylcs  him  a  petty  king  in  tli« 
^eficrn  part  of  Mercia.  Two  years  after  hit 
jpramotion,  the  great  Sascon  prince,  Egbert,  hav- 
tog  reduced  taoXt  of  Mercia,  marched  an  arnif 
llgtinft  Wiglaffy  and  drove  him  out  of  his  teni. 
toiy.  The  vanquilhed  prihce  fled  to  the  abbey 
6£  Croyland,  and  was  concealed  for  three  or  four 
fhonths  in  his  coufm  Etiieldrcda's  cell ;  at  length, 
fty  the  mediation  of  Siward,  abbot  of  that  mona- 
ftcry,  he  was  reftored  to  his  fovcreignty,  and  per- 
teittcd  to  enjoy  it,  fubjcA  to  a  tribute.  This  king 
WiglafF  feems  to  have  been  related  to  St.  Wer- 
bttrgha,  as  the  hifborians  call  him  the  kinfman  of 
£theldreda,  who  was  aunt  to  Erminilda,  the  mc^ 
ther  of  Werburgha. 

FIG.  XXIII.  Bertwulph.  He  was  brother 
to  WiglaflF,  and  began  to  reign  A.  D.  839,  but 
was  admitted  to  his  government  only  as  a  tribu- 
tary prince  under  Egbert  the  Saxon.  His  rule 
TOntinued  for  about  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  when 
the  Danes,  in  three  hundred  ihips,  came  up  the 
Thames,  and  making  a  defcent,  took  Canterbury 
and  London ;  and  defeating  Bertwulph*s  army, 
^ove  him  out  of  Mercia,  and  forced  him  to  take 
refiige  abroad. 

FIG.  XXIV.  BuRCHREDUs.  He  was  permit- 
ted to  fucceed  Bertwulph,  upon  the  like  tribu- 
tary tenure,  A.  D.  852.  He  is  mentioned'(by  the 
ftyle  of  Rex)  to  have  been  prefent,  along  widi 
many  other  princes,  at  the  endowment  of  Mede* 
ihamftcde  monaftery.  He  married  Ethclwidii 
•daughter  of  Ethelwulph,  or  Adalwulf,  the  3azon 
monarch;  who,  upon  an  application  from  his 
■fon-in-law,  and  the  Mercian  nobility,  entered  in- 
*€0  an  alliance  with  him,  to  afTiil  him  in  his  wars 
-tgaiiift  the  Welih ;  and  he  accordingly  marched  a 
"friftwetful  army  through  Mercia^  and  warred  agAinR 
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the  Wellh  mth  fo  much  fuccefi,  that  he  obliged 
ihem  to  come  to  Burghred's  own  terms. 

After  he  had  continued  in  the  government  of 
Mercia  twenty-two  years,  he  was  over-poweredp 
and  defeated  by  the  Danes ;  and  being  xorced  ti> 
fly  beyond  the  feas,  he  took  refuge  at  Rome^ 
wneie  he  ended  his  days  in  the  Englifli  ieminary^ 
and  was  buried  in  their  church,  dedicated  to  the 
Bkffed  Virgin. 

FIG.  XXVL  S*« ......  .  E9A.    By  the  re. 

fnaini  on  the  defaced  label  belonging  to  this  image; 
It  may  be  conjedured,  that  it  was  intended  for  St. 
Ethelareda,  who  was  great-aunt  to  St.  Werburgha, 
and  veiled  her,  and  her  mother  Erminilda,  at  her 
abbey  at  Ely.  This  Etheldreda  was  daughter  of 
Anna,  king  of  the  Eaft-Angles,  and  widow  of 
Tonbert,  a  prince  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Nor- 
thumberlana,  and  afterwards  married  to  Egfrid, 
king  of  the  Northumbcrs,  with  whom  Ihe  lived 
twelve  years,  yet  ftill  preferved  her  virginity.  She 
took  the  veil  rrom  St.  Ebba,  abbefs  of  Colding- 
Jiam,  and  foon  after  became  abbefs  of  Ely,  where 
Ifhe  died,  and  was  buried,  A.  D.  679. 

FIG.  XXIX.  Ethelbertus.  There  was  no 
Mercian  king  of  thiis  name,  but  fcveral  in  other 
kingdoms  during  the  heptarchy.  Among  thefe 
was  Ethelbert,  king  of  Kent,  who  was  one  of  the 
moft  celebrated  princes  of  his  time,  and  the  firft 
Chriftian  King  of  his  nation.  Having  founded 
feveral  fees,  he  died  in  the  fifty-fixth  year  of  his 
reign. 

Ethelbert  was  great-great-grandfather  to  St. 
Werburgh ;  his  grandfon  Ercombert*s  daughter, 
Erminilda,  being  her  mother. 

FIG.  XXX.  S^*  MiLDRiDA.  This  princefs  is 
taken  notice  of,  under  fig.  21,  as  daughter  of 
Merwaldus,  and  coufin-german  to  St.  Werburgh; 

Vol.  L  4  a  little 
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little  or  nothing  elfe  concerning  her  is  mentioned 
by  any  of  our  hiftorians. 

We  have  now  gone  through  with  the  propofed 
hiftorical  Iketches  relating  to  each  of  thefe  images, 
whofe  reprefented  original  could  be  afcertained  by 
its  label ;  and  have  fupplicd  fome  of  the  defaced 
ones  with  fuch  conjeftures,  as  (it  is  hoped)  will 
not  be  deemed  irrational  or  improbable. 

The  memoirs  of  the  Mercian  faints  might  have 
been  a  good  deal  enlarged,  but  the  legendary  and 
miraculous  have  been  ftudioufly  avoided  ;  and  of 
thefe  fort  of  anecdotes  but  a  fingle  fpecimen  is 
given,  viz.  in  the  account  of  that  young  faint, 
the  murdered  Kenelm. 

There  would  likewife  have  been  a  more  ample 
mention  of  our  virgin  patronefs  St.  Werburgh^ 
but  that  only  a  fummary,  not  a  hiftory,  is  in- 
tended ;  yet  in  the  preceding  pages  fome  of  her 
excellencies^will  appear,  as  well  as  her  royal  line- 
age and  high  exrraftion ;  Ihe  being  defcended 
from,  and  allied  to,  not  onlv  the  Mercian  mo- 
narchs,  but  alfo  the  kings  or  Kent,  thofe  of  the 
Eaft-Angles,  and  other  potentates  of  the  Saxon 
heptarchy  j  and  the  liberal  benefaftions  of  the  re- 
nowned Etheldred  and  Ethelfleda ;  the  charter  of 
king  Edgar ;  the  munificence  of  Ixofric  and  his 
lady  Godiva ;  and  the  noble  endowments  of  our 
famous  Hugh  Lupus,  his  countefs  Ermentrude, 
and  his  barons  -,  together  with  the  confirmations 
and  additional  bounties  of  the  fucceeding  earls  of 
Chefter,  will  fufficientl)r  evince  the  great  refpcft 
and  veneration  which  after-ages  had  for  the  me- 
mory of  this  devout  and  exemplary  princefs. 


AN 
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AN    ACCOUNT    OF 

THE    SIEGE    OF    CHESTER 
IN     THE     CIVIL    WARS. 


THE  war  between  the  king  and  parliament  hav- 
ing commenced  in  1642,  it  was  thought  necef- 
fary  to  tortiiy  Chcfter ;  and  the  out-works  and 
entrenchments  were  carried  on  with  great  vigour. 

In  the  beginning  ot  the  next  Summer  the  mud- 
walls,  mount,  baftions,  &c.  were  all  compleated. 

The  out-works  began  about  that  part  of  the 
city-walls  which  lies  between  the  tower  looking 
tpwards  Hawardcn  and  the  Nprthgate,  and  pre- 
ceded towards  the  ftone-bridge  leading  to  Blacon; 
then  inclining  to  the  North-caft,  took  in  the  ut- 
nioft  limits  of  Further  Northgate-ftreet ;  and  turn- 
ing. Eaftward  near  Floocker 'S-brook,  encompaffed 
Horn-lane,  the  Jufting  Craft,  and  all  that  part  of 
the  town  to  Boughton ;  from  whence  the  works 
were  carried  down  to  the  brink  of  the  river. 

July  1 8th,  1643,  Sir  William  Brereton  came 
with  his  forces  before  Chefter,  and  on  the  20th  he 
made  a  violent  aflault  on  the  works,  which  were 
&>  relblutely  defended,  that  he  was  beaten  off,  and 
forced  to  retire  foon  after.  Spital-Boughton 
chapel  was  pulled  down,  and  all  the  houfes  there- 
about ;  many  other  houfes  and  barns  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood were  alfo  deftroyed,  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my from  making  lodgments  in  them  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  city. 

.    November  nth,  1643,  Sir  William  Brereton 
4  A  2  came 
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came  with  a  party  to  Hawarden-caftle  (five  miles 
from  Chefter)  J  Thomas  Ravenfcroft,  ofBretton, 
Efq.  and  Mr.  John  Alderfey,  being  then  in  that 
nrrifon,  openol  the  Caille-gates  and  received  Sir 
William  and  his  party  very  Joyfully,  who  being 
IB  pofleflion  of  that  ftrong  rortrefs,  and  likewife 
of  the  town  of  Hawarden,  prevented  all  that  neigh- 
bourhood from  bringing  coals,  corn,  or  provifions 
of  any  kind,  to  Chefter,  which  proved  a  great  in- 
Conveniency  to  that  city. 

The  afternoon  of  the  fame  day  that  Sir  William 
Brereton  entered  Hawardcn,  Mr.  Ravenfcroft^  pre- 
tending to  be  of  the  king's  party,  ventured-  to^ 
Chefter,  and  applied  to  the  governor  for  a  barrel 
of  gun-powder  and  a  quantity  of  match,  which^ 
cs  he  was  unfufpedted,  were  delivered  to  him  by 
the  ftore-keeper  of  the  garrifon.  On  the  Thurf- 
day  following.  Sir  William  Brereton  wrote  a  fum- 
mons  from  Hawarden  to  Sir  Abraham  Shipman, 
then  governor  of  Chefter,  exprefsly  requiring  him 
to  furrender  that  city,  adding  fome  fevere  threaten- 
ings  in  cafe  of  refufal.  The  governor  fent  him  for 
anfwer.  That  he  was  not  to  be  terrified  by  wcMrds^ 
but  bade  him  come  and  win  it,  and  have  it^  how- 
ever, upon  this  warning,  the  governor  thought 
proper  to  order  all  Handbridge-fuburbs,  and 
Overleigh-hall,  to  be  burnt  down,  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  iheltering  themfelves  tMre  if  they 
Ihould  come  to  attack  the  city. 

The  day  following,  Bache-hall  and  Floocker's- 
brook-hall  were  burnt  down,  left  they  might  af- 
ford lodgments  to  enemies  from  another  quarter. 
A  party  of  the  king's  forces,  which  had  been  em- 
ployed againft  the  rebels  in  Ireland,  landed  about 
that  time  at  Moftyn  in  Flindhire,  and  advanced  to 
•Hawarden-caftle,  to  which  they  fent  a  verbal  fum- 
mons  by  a  trumpeter,  to  which  thofe  within  the  »r- 
m&m  returned  a  long  paper,  in  the  puriunical  ftyle 
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of  chofe  timesj  concluding  thus  : — *'  We  fear  the 
**  iofs  of  our  religion  more  than  the  iofs  of  our 
*•  deareft  blood,  and  being  refolved  to  make  good 
**  our  truft,  we  put  our  lives  into  the  hands  of 
*^  that  God,  who  can,  and  we  hope  will,  fccure 
**  thctn  more  than  our  walls  or  weapons." 

Colonel  Marrow,  who  had  fummoned  them  by 
the  trumpeter,  immediately  font  them  the  following 
reply: 

*'  Gentlemen,  Nov.  21ft,  1643, 

"  IT  is  not  to  hear  you  preach  that  I  am  lent 
**  hither,  but  it  is,  in  his  Majefly's  name,  to  dc- 
'*  mand  the  Caftle  for  his  Majefty's  ufe ;  as  your 
**  allegiance  binds  you  to  be  true  to  him,  and  not 
*'  to  inveigle  thofe  innocent  fouls  that  are  within 
"  with  you ;  fo  I  defire  your  refolution,  whether 
*'  you  will  deliver  the  Caftle  or  not  ?" 

A  fejoinder  was  foon  fent  from  the  Caftle,  in 
much  the  fame  ftylc  with  their  former  anfwer,  in- 
timating, That  they  were  fatisfied  of  Colonel  Mar- 
row's difaffeftion  to  preaching  •,  that  God  would 
require  blood  from  thofe  who  fhed  it ;  that  they 
i^ed  upon  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  &c. 

November  2  2d,  1643.  More  forces,  being  ar- 
rived from  Ireland,  came  up ;  and  another  fum- 
-flftoiis  was  fent  in  form  by  Sir  Michael  Ernley  and 
major  general  Gibfon,  and  fuch  an  anfwer  received 
as  the  former.  They  had  a  letter  likewife  from 
cme  captain  Sandford,  newly  come  from  the  fer- 
vice  in  Ireland,  which,  as  it  is  fomewhat  fingular, 
ihall  be  here  inferted : 


"  Gentlemen,  Nov.  28th,  1643. 

*'  I  prefume  you  very  well  know,  or  have  heard, 
*•  of  my  condition  and  difpofition,  and  that  I  nei- 
^  ther  give  or  take  qustrtcr  ^  I  am  now  with  my 
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•*  firelocks,  who  never  yet  negleded  opportunities 
•"  to  corrcft  rebels ;  ready  to  ufe  you  as  I  have 
**  done  the  Irifh,  but  loth  I  am  to  fpill  my  couh- 
**  trymens  blood ;  wherefore,  by  thcfe,  I  advife 
•*  you  to  your  fealty  and  obedience  towards  his 
"  Majefty,  and  to  (hew  yourfelves  faithful  fubjefts 
"  by  delivering  the  Caftle  into  my  hands  for  his 
*^  Majeifcy's  ufe ;  in  fo  dpirig  you  fliall  be  received 
**  into  mercyj  &c.  Otherwife,.  if  you  put  me  to 
**  the  Icaft  trouble,  or  Ibfs  of  blood,  to  force  you^ 
**  expedt  no  quarter  for  man,  woman,  or  child. 
•*  I  hear  you-  have  fome  of  our  latfe  Irifh  army  in 
."  your  company ;  they  very  well  know  me,  and 
**  that  my  firelocks  ufed  not  parly. — -Be  not  un- 
"  advifed,  but  think  of  your  liberty,  for  I  vow 
**  all  hopes  of  relief  are  taken  from  you,  and  our 
*'  contents  are  not  to  ftarve  you,  but  to  batter  and 
**  ftorm  you,  and  then  hang  jiou  all,  and  follow 
**  the  reft  of  that  rebel-crew. — I  am  no  bread  and 
*'  cheefe  roguq,  but  was  ever  a  loyalift,  and  will 
"  be  whilft  I  can  write  or  name 

"  THO.  SANDFORD, 
"  Capt.  of  Firelocks. 
"  I  expeft  your  fpeedy  anfwer  this  Tuefday 
"  night  at  Broad-lane  Hall,  where  I  now  am  your 
•*  near  neighbour. 

"To  the   ofiicer  commanding   in   chief 

"  at   Hawarden-caftle,    and  his    con- 

"  forts  there." 

However,  the  garrifon  not  furrendcring,  the 
befiegers  thought  proper  to  apply  to  Chcfter  to 
obtain  a  reinforcement ;  whereupon  Sir  Abrahani 
Shipman,  the  governor,  called  a  council  of  the 
commiflioners  to  confider  of  this  matter,  who, 
after  fonje  debate,  refolved  as  follows : 

^^  AT  a  council  holden  at  the  council-chamber 

"  within 
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•*  within  his  Majefty^  Caftle  at  Chefter,  this  firft 
•*  day  of  Deccmbcrj  1643,  wt*^  whofe  names  arc 
"  hereunto  fubfcribcd^  having  duly  weighed  and 
"  confidered  the  appliciition  and  requcif  0/ Sir 
"  Michael  Ernlcy,  knight,  and  tnajor  general 
**  Richard  Gibibn,  for  aid  and  affi fiance,  whe'rc- 
**  by  to  enable  them  to  reduce  the  rebel  garrifon 
•*  at  Hawarden^  it  is  Jiereby  ordered,  that  on  the 
**  morrow,  by  break  of  day,  300  of  the  citizens 
**  and  train-bands,  with  their  proper  officers,  to- 
**  gether  with  the  companies  of  captains  Thropp 
*'  and  Morgell,  do  march  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
**  king's  forces  now  at  Hawarden,  and  that  this 
*'  detachment  iliall  be  commanded  by  lieutenant- 
**  colonel  John  Kobinibn.  (Signed) 
Abrah.  Shipman, 


Roaw  Cholmondeley. 
Wm.  Manwarinc, 
Rob,  Brerewood, 
Tho.  Cowper, 


"  Francis  Gamull, 
"  R,  Grosvenor, 
"  Tho,  Thropp, 
*'  Cha;  Wallev/' 


This  worthy  knight  loft  his  life  during  the  fiegp 
x)f  Chefter,  but  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to 
learn  the  particular  circumftanqes  of  his  death.— ^ 
Clofc  to  the  North-part  of  the  communion-rails, 
in  the  choir  of  Chefter  cathedral,  is  a  very  hand-  * 
ibme  marble  monument  erefted  to  his  memory  by 
his  lady. — The  following  lines  are  part  of  the  in- 
fcription : 

*'  To  the  perpetual  memory  of  the  eminently 
"  loyal  Sir  William  'Manwaring,  eldeft 
"  fon  of  Sir  Edmund  Manwaring,  chan-: 
**  cellor  of  the  county  palatine  of  Chefter  5 
''  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Manwa- 
"  rings  of  Peover,  in  the  faid  county. — • 
*'  He  died  in  the  fervice  of  his  prince  and 
^'  country,    and   in  defence  of  Chefter, 

"  wherein 
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"  wherein  he  merited  Angular  honour,  for 
^^  his  fidelity,  courage,  and  condud. — He 
^^  died  honourably,  but  inunediately,  in 
**  the  29th  year  of  his  age,  Odober  9th, 
"  1644/* 

December  2d,  1643.  Accordingly  this  rein* 
forcement  came  to  Hawarden  the  next  day,  and  a 
brifk  attack  being  made  upon  the  Caftle  the  day 
following,  the  befieged  hung  out  a  white  flag, 
and  December  4th,  1643,  capitulated ;  and  early 
die  next  morning  the  Caftle  was  furrendered  to 
Michael  Ernley,  on  condition  to  inarch  out  widi 
half  arms,  and  two  pairs  of  colours,  one  flying, 
and  the  other  furled,  and  to  be  fafely  convoyed 
cither  to  Wem  or  Nantwich.. 

After  this  fuccefs  the  party  from  Chefter  march^ 
cd  back  to  that  city,  without  the  lofs  of  one  man. 
But  the  royalifts,  being  further  reinforced  by  fomc 
regiments  from  Ireland,  marched  into  Chefliire^ 
under  the  command  of  Sir  John,  lately  created 
iord  Byron,  and  took  Beefton-caftle ;  for  which 
the  parliament  governor  there  was  foon  after  exe^ 
cuted  for  cowardice. 

Next  they  engaged  Sir  William  Brereton  and 
colonel  Aihton  at  Middlewich,  and  cut  off  near 
two  hundred  of  their  men,  which  occafioned  North- 
wich  to  be  quitted  to  them,  and  likewife  Crew- 
houfe,  after  a  ftout  refiftance,  was  forced  to  fur- 
render-,  as  alfo  Dodington-hall  and  Afton-church, 
without  much  oppofition. 

On  the  1 8th  of  January  lord  Byron  made  a 
fudden  and  violent  ftorm  upon  Nantwich,  but  was 
beaten  off  with  great  lofs,  and  among  the  flain  was 
the  famous  Firelock  Captain  before-mentioned. 

January  25th,  1643-4.  That  town  was  re- 
licved,  and  lord  Byron  routed  by  general  Fairfax- 

February  X  3th,  1643-4.    A  detachment  of  the 

garrifon 
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garrifon  of  Chcflsr  fallied  forth  to  attack  a  party 
of  the  parliament  foldiers  who  had  made  a  lodg- 
ment at  Chriftleton.  The  (kirmifh  b^n  near 
Great  Boughton,  and  after  a  very  bloody  engage- 
ment, the  parliament  forces  retired.  There  were 
flain  of  the  king's  party,  officers  and  foldiers, 
near  140,  moll  of  them  Chefter  men.  Upon  the 
Wedncfday  following  Great  Boughton  was  burned 
down  by  the  garrifon  of  Chefter,  to  prevent  the 
parliamentarians  from  harbouring  there. 

June  19th,  1644.  A  party  of  the  king's  forces^ 
confiding  of  fix  companies  of  foot,  and  three  troops 
of  horfe^  marched  out  of  Chefter  to  reconnoitre  the 
cneimy  in  the  neighbouring  quarters,  and  took 
captain  Gle^  and  his  whole  troop  prifoners. 

Auguft  1 8th,  1644.  Colonel  Marrow,  gover- 
nor of  Chefter,  fell  upon  a  party  of  Sir  William 
Brereton*s  forces  near  Crawton-houfe,  where  they 
had  a  garrifon,  and  took  fourteen  of  them  pri- 
foners ;  but  the  governor  himfelf  received  a  fhot 
there,  of  which  he  foon  after  died  at  Chefter. 

Auguft  2 1  ft,  1644.  Sir  William  Brereton  fend- 
ing out  a  party  from  Northwich,  they  advanced 
as  far  as  Tarvin,  and  there  engaged  a  party  of 
the  king's  forces  ;  but  the  alarm  being  given  to 
Chefter,  they  fallied  out  of  that  garrifon  and  rout- 
ed the  parliamentarians,  who  fled  over  Delamere- 
foreft  with  great  precipitation. 

Prince  Nlaurice  coming  to  Chefter  during  the 
fiege  in  1644,  thought  proper  to  ilTue  out  a  pre- 
cept to  the  commifTioners  there,  to  tender  a  pro- 
teftation,  or  teft,  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  ; 
the  precept  and  teft  are  as  follow  : 
'*  To  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Chefter,  Sir  Francis 
"  Gamull,  Sir  William  Manwaring,  lieut.  col. 
"  Robinfon,  aid.  Tho.  Cowper,  lieut.  col.  Grof-* 
**  venor,    col.   Moftyn,    capt.   Tho,   Tiiropp, 
*'  capt.  Morgell,  or  to  any  two  of  them  : 
Vol.  I  4  B  "  Thefe 
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"  Thefc  are  to  will,  authorize,  and  require  you, 
"  or  any  two  of  you,  to  adininifter  the  proteftation 
"  hereunto  annexed,  lately  made  for  the  fecurity 
*'  of  this  city,  to  all  the  nobility,  gentry,  divines, 
*'  citizens,  and  all  other  the  inhabitants  of  this  city ; 
"  and  to  all  and  every  the  officers,  foldiers,  and 
"  pthers,  that  fhall  come  into,  or  have  any  com- 
*'  merce  within,  the  faid  city :  And  in  cafe  any 
*•  perfon  or  perfons  refufe,  deny,  and  will  not  take 
"  the  fame,  you  are  hereby  required  to  give  in  a 
"  lift  of  the  names  of  all  and  every  perfon  fo 
"  refufing  unto  me.  Herein,  you  are  not  to  fail. 
*'  Given  at  Chefter  under  my  hand  and  feal  at 
"  arms,  this  4th  day  of  March,  1644. 

MAURICE. 

The  P  R  O  T  E  S  T  A  T  I  ON. 

"  I  A.  B.  do  vow  and  proteft,  in  the  pre- 
"  fence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  believe  in  my 
"  heart,  that  the  earl  of  Effex,  Sir  William  Brere- 
"  ton.  Sir  Thomas  Middleton,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
*'  Mutton,  and  all  their  party  and  adherents,  are 
"  in  aftual  rebellion  againft  the  king,  and  that  I 
"  will,  with  myfelf,  life,  and  fortune,  and  to  the  ut- 
"  moft  of  my  power,  maintain  and  defend  his  ma- 
'*  jefty*s  cauie  againft  the  faid  rebels,  and  all  others 
"  who  are  now  in  arms  without  his  majefty'sexprefs 
"  confent  and  command  •,  and  that  I  will  not  give, 
"  nor  by  any  privity  and  confent  fufter  to  be  given, 
"  any  aid,  afliftance  or  intelligence  to  the  afore  ^ 
"  faid  rebels,  or  any  of  their  parties,  to  the  prcju- 
"  dice  of  the  fafety  of  this  city  of  Chefter,  to  the 
"  betraying  of  it,  or  any  forces,  caftles,  garrifons, 
"  or  forts  under  his  majefty's  exprefs  command 
"  and  government,  or  any  of  his  dominions,  into 
"  the  laid  rebels  hands  or  power.  And  I  do 
^*  likewife  from  my  foul  abhor  the  taking  of  the 

dam* 
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^  dlBAniMe  mi  iMe  inVented'Goyenant^  ebmmon- 
*•  Jf^talfcd  the  Nttional  Covenant,  cxprefled  by 
^  ne  rebels  upon  many  of  his  m^eiSy's  fubjeAs : 
^*  And  to  \all  that  I  have  protefted  I  call  God 
*^  to  whnefs,  betSffvhig  that  I  cannot  beabfolved 
*^*y  any  power,  mental  refervation,  cm^  equtvoea* 
^*tens^froih  this  my  vow  and  proteftation.  Sb 
^  '■  ^hdp  rat  God,  and  by  the  contents  of  this  book.** 
•Sopfi  'i^xhj  1645.  Col,  Jones,  who  command- 
ed m^  boric,  and  Adjutant-General  Loutfaian,  who 
eoinaiaiided  the  foot,  which  were  then  befiq^ng 
Ba^ftmi<aafBe,  drew  off  1 300  horfe  and  foot  nom 
that'placei-abcmt  dght  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and' 
in  a  very  private  manner  before  day-break,  they  di^ 
videdlMr  ^Nxes  into  four  fquadrons,  and  ftormed 
the  out-works  in  fo  many  different  places,  and  got 
upoh  <he  Vdrks'  in  fome  parts  even  before  the 
guards  difcovered  them,  and  fo  with  little  lofs 
made  themfelves  mafters  not  only  of  Boughton, 
but  of  St.  John's  Church,  with  the  adjoining  lanes, 
the  Fbregate-ftreet,  and  all  the  eaftward  kiburb's 
in  the  Forcgate-ftrect -,  they  poffeffed  themfelves 
of  the  mayor's-houfe,  with  the  fword  and  mace, 
&c.  and  a  brifk  attempt  upon  the  city  itfelf,  to  the 
no  final!  terror  and  confternation  of  all  within. 

The  king  having  been  at  Hereford,  left  that 
city  the  very  day  that  this  attack  was  made  upon 
Chefter,  intending  to  pafs  through  Lancafliire  and 
Cumberland  into  Scotland  -,  and  taking  his  route 
through  Wales  came  to  Chirk-Caftlc.  As  he  ad- 
vanced near  Chefter,  he  received  intelligence  of 
Colrf  Jones's  latefuccefs ;  but  his  majefty's  coming 
gtcady  encouraged  the  garrifon,  as  it  equally  dif. 
nrtiiyed  the  befiegers,  whom  the  king's  troops  alrea- 
dy looked  upon  as  in  their  power. 

Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale  was  detached  with 
moft  of  the  horfe  over  Holt-Bridge,  that  he  might 
beoft^tlii^Chelhiie  fide  of  the  river  Dee,  whilft  the 
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king  with  his  guardst^  and  the  Lord  Gerrard,  with 
the  reft  of  thenorfe,  marched  that  night  into  Chcf- 
ter.  His  majefty  lodged  at  Sir  Francis  GamuU's 
houfe,  Sept.  24,  1645,  near  the  Bridge.  Next 
morning  alderman  Cowper  went  to  pay  his  duty 
to  the  king,  and  was  moft  gracioufly  received,  and 
had  the  honour  to  kifs  his  majefty's  hand  ;  the  king 
was  pleafed  in  a  very  kind  manner  to  exprefs  his 
approbation  of  his  fcrvicc,  and  ordered  him  to  at- 
tend  him  that  day. 

Sir  M armaduke  Langdale,  having  pafTed  the  ri- 
ver at  Holt,  was  drawn  up  upon  Rowton-Heath« 
two  miles  eaft  of  Chefter,  that  very  evening,  when 
he  intercepted  a  letter  from  Major^General  Poyntz, 
who  was  advanced  as  far  as  Whitchurch,  to  the 
Parliament  commander  before  Chefter,  telling  him 
that  he  was  come  to  his  refcue,  and  defiring  him  to 
have  fome  foot  fent  to  him  to  aflift  him  againft  the 
king's  horfe.  The  next  morning  Poyntz  being  ad- 
vanced towards  Chefter,  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale 
charged  him  with  fuch  refolution,  that  he  forced 
him  to  retire :  However,  he  drew  up  his  men  again, 
but  kept  at  a  diftance,  expeftiiig  the  forces  from 
before  Chefter,  to  whom  he  had  difpatched  a  fe- 
cond  courier.  In  the  mean  time  they  in  the  city 
not  confidering,  till  it  was  too  late,  in  what  pofture 
Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale  was,  and  there  being  no 
good  intelligence  between  him  and  the  Lord  Get- 
rard,  fent  him  orders  to  march  towards  Chefter, 
where  fome  foot,  drawn  up  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lord  Aftley  and  Sir  Thomas  Glemman, 
fhould  be  ready  to  fupport  him ;  but  Sir  Marma- 
duke could  not  poffibly  obey  thefe  orders,  becaufe, 
had  he  proceeded  towards  Chefter,  Poyntz  would 
have  fallen  upon  his  rear.  About  noon  Cokod 
Jones,  and  Adjutant-General  Louthian,  haipriqg 
drawn  out  500  horfe,  and  300  foot,  from  befoie 
Chefter,  began  a  haftiy  march,  which  cauibd.  ib((»fe 
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in  the  city  to  imagine  that  they  were  upon  their 
flight ;  whereupon  a  great  party  of  the  forces  in 
town  were  ordered  out  of  the  Northgate-ftrect,  and 
fo  by  Flookcr's-Brook,  for  the  direft  way  was 
blocked  up  by  the  enemy,  to  purfue  the  befiegers, 
but  it  feems  their  fuppoled  flight  was  an  eager  hade 
CO  ffet  up  to  General  Poyntz ;  who  now  perceived 
CcM.  Jones's  men  coming  towards  him,  and  having 
rallied  his  troops,  immediately  advanced  upon  Sir 
Marmaduke  Langdale,  and  then  there  began  a 
moft  furious  frefh  encounter.  But  Gen.  Lang- 
dale,  having  to  deal  with  Poyntz  in  the  front,  and 
Jones's  reinforcement  having  fallen  upon  his  rear, 
after  having  fought  bravely,  was  at  length  over- 
powered,  and  routed,  and  forced  to  retire  towards 
Cheflen  Poyntz  purfued  his  victory,  and  follow- 
ed clofetill  he  came  to  Hool-Heath,  where  the  Lord 
Gerrard  and  the  earl  of  Lindfey  were  drawn  out 
with  their  troops,  who  charged  and  rcpulfed  him ; 
but  thofe  difordered  horfe,  which  fled  firll,  had 
crowded  up  all  the  little  paflcs  and  narrow  lanes 
between  that  and  the  city,  a  ground  quire  unfit  for 
horie  to  fight  upon,  fo  that  when  afrefn  body  of  the 
enemy's  mufqueteers  charged  brilkly  upon  them, 
they  forced  the  king's  horfe  to  turn,  and  to  rout 
one  another,  and  to  overbear  their  own  oflicers  who 
would  have  reftrained  them.  In  this  fatal  crifis 
fell  many  gentlemen  of  high  rank,  and  officers  of 
diftin<5lion.  And  among  the  flain,  covered  over 
with  wounds,  was  Herman  Stuart,  the  young  gal- 
lant earl  of  Lichfield.  A  noble  hiftorian  tells  us 
that  he  was  the  third  of  that  illuftrious  family 
that  facrificed  their  lives  in  this  caufe ;  a  very  faulr- 
lefs  young  man,  of  a  moft  gentle,  courteous,  and 
afiable  nature,  and  of  a  I'pirit  and  courage  invinci- 
ble; whofe  lofs  all  men  exceedingly  lamented,  and 
the  king  bore  it  widi  extraordinary  grief. 
By  computation  not  lefs  than  600  were  killed 
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on  both  fides,  and  many  pcrfons  of  quality,  of 
the  king's  party,  were  uken  prifoncrs,  amongft 
whom  was  Sir  Philip  Mufgrave,  of  the   North. 
His  majefty,  attended  by  the  mayor.  Sir  Francis 
GamuU,  and  alderman  Cowper,  ttood   upon  the 
leads  on  the  Phcenix-Tower,  and  was  all  the  time 
a  fad  fpeftator  of  moft  of  this  tragedy.     The  king's 
routed  horfe  were  fcattered  about  the  country^  fc- 
veral  made  for  Holt-bridge,  others  ventured  to 
crofs  the  river  at  Boughton-Ford,  for  Poyntz  hav- 
ing had  enough  that  day,  purfued  them  no  further. 
His  majefty  Itaid  that  night  and  the  next  morning 
in  Chelter,  and  at  his  departure  gave  orders  to  the 
Lord  Byron,  then  governor,  and  to  his  commiffion- 
crs,  "  If  after  eight  days  they  faw  no  poflibility  of 
"  farther  afliftance,  to  treat  for  thtir  own  prefer- 
"  vation."  Believing  that  the  city  muft  of  necefli- 
ty  have  been  furrenderea  even  before  •,  he  could 
well  fecure  his  own  perfon,  though  the  place  held 
out  againft  a  clofe  and  fevere  fiege  twenty  weeks 
afterwards  -,  and  had  thofe  whom  his  majefty  em- 
ployed to  relieve  it,  done  their  parts,  or  had  not 
the  intended  afliftance  from  Ireland  been  ftopped, 
the  city  had  not  then  fallen  into  the  ehemy's  hands^* 
but  might  poflibly  have  been  the  bafis  of  a  new  for* 
tune  to  his  majefty. 

Sept.  25,  1645.  The  king  marched  over  Dec- 
bridge  with  500  horfe,  and  not  without  fome  dan- 
ger pafled  into  Wales  •,  Sir  Francis  Gamull,  capt.= 
Thropp,  and  alderman  Cowper,  attended  liis  ma- 
jefty to  Denbigh-Caftle,  where  he  arrived  that 
night.  They  ftaid  with  the  king  till  Saturday, 
when  thofe  loyal  citizens  took  a  fad  and  final  Jeave 
of  their  fovereign,  and  returned  to  Chefter,  which, 
if  poflible,  they  found  more  diftreflcd  than  whea. 
they  left  it  the  Thurfday  before;  ibr  that  very, 
morning,  about  four  of  the  clock,  the  enemy  had- 
again  forced  the  works  at  Boughton,  and  re-poiief- 
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fM  tkemfelveS  of  dl  that  part  of  the  town  Without 

t^'Eaftgattf  V  thft^tidssens,  tho'  now  confined  withf- 

in  the^  narrow  <ircait'of  their  owiiwalk,  eame(Uy 

applied  themfelves  to  the  defence  of  the  city.      ' 

'^'^cWtefnbcr'*  29,- 1645.   The  befiegers  ma&  a 

bt«adi  in  the  iniils  near  the  Newgate,  by  the  bii- 

Wiffbf  150  canhbn  fliot,  and  at  night  made  a  fharp 

affirilltrtt]^  the  breach  in  the  wall  near  the  N^ 

'glfed'>  They  Kkefwife  attempted  to  mount  the  waits 

i(HMlf  fctfling  ladders,  but  fonie  officers  and  fevenUi 

IWBtm'  ivttrc  hauled  over  the  w^,  fome  of  the 

^iMtthSrii  t^fr-weie  dragged  over,-  and  many  of  the 

"IfMltits  thrown  down  and  killed,  and  the  tdSt 

f^r^  to 'i^Ve  over  the  attack. 

' '^-OaJdber  ffl,  1645.    The  enemy  removed  their 

•bitelj,  and  [Wanted  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon  a« 

*0ftni|tfhe  Eaftgate,  and  played  thrm  furioufly  all 

Giat  day,  but  with  little  or  no  damage  to  the  city. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  citizens  made  a  briflc 

feHy,  difmoiinted  moreof  thcfe  cannons,  killed  fe- 

Ven^r  eight  men,  and  brought  in  a  lieutenant  and 

•an'efigincer  prifoners. 

-Odober  4th,  1645.  The  befiegers  removed 
their  great  ordnance  and  planted  four  large  pieces 
'i^inft  the  walls  between  the  Northgate  and  the 
New-Tower,  where  the  befieged  had  fome  cannon 
planted  upon  Morgan's-Mount.  All  Sunday  the 
-enemy  played  their  artillery  fo  violently,  that  they 
beat  down  fome  of  the  battlements,  and  forced  the 
king's  foldicrs  to  retire  from  the  walls  -,  they  like- 
wife,  by  a  (hot,  fcattered  the  carriage  of  one  of  the 
largeft  cannons,  which  in  the  fall  had  two  feet  of  the 
muzzle  broke  off.  That  night  the  befieged  repaired 
the  damages,  and  made  entrenchments  in  the  La- 
dy Borough  Hey,  which  they  found  to  be  very  fer- 
viceable  in  the  defence  of  that  part  of  the  city. 

Oftober  6th,  1645.     The  enemy  removed  their 
ordotnce  about  fix  roods  downwards  ncareft  to  the 
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Ncw-Towcr,  but  they  had  no  great  cflfed :  The 
day  following  they  raif^d  a  batterv  upon  Brewers- 
Hall  Hill,  endeavouring  with  thofe  cannon  to 
clear  the  line  within  the  City. 

Odober  8th»  1645.  There  was  a  parley  between 
the  city  and  the  beliegers,  and  an  anfwer  was  to  be 
returned  the  next  morning ;  but  terms  could  not 
be  agreed  upon,  fo  the  fi^e  was  continued  with  all 
poflible  vigour,  and  the  &mt  day  they  placed  two 
pieces  of  cannon  upon  an  eminence  in  St.  John  V 
lane,  and  played  them  with  much  violence  againft 
the  walls.  The  next  day  the  beliegers  difcharged 
352  large  {hot  againft  the  walls ;  two  breaches  were 
made,  but  they  were  efiefhaally  repaired.  That 
afternoon  the  enemy's  horfe  drew  up  round  about 
the  town,  and  about  five  o'clock  a  violent  aflault 
was  made  in  feveral  places ;  the  battlements  were 
refolutely  attacked,  and  as  bravely  defended ;  the 
aifailants  having  with  great  difficulty  gained  the 
top  of  the  walls,  were  beat  off,  thrown  down  and 
killed.  The  king's  party  got  a  good  many  arms, 
and  dragged  up  feveral  ot  the  fcaling-ladders  over 
the  walls  into  the  city.  After  this  day's  afbion  the 
befiegers  did  not  think  fit  to  make  any  further  at- 
tempt to  ftorm  the  city,  but  changed  the  fi^e  inta 
a  clofc  blockade,  in  order  tofubdue  thofe  by  famine, 
whom  they  cculd  not  overcome  by  force. 

The  Parliament  forces  having  made  a  Boating- 
bridge  over  the  river,  juft  above  Chefter,  the  befieg- 
ed  finding  themfelvcs  much  annoyed  by  it,  had  re- 
courfe  to  this  contrivance  to  burn  it ;  upon  a  cer- 
tain day,  when  there  was  a  fpring  tide,  they  filled 
two  boats  with  combuftible  materials,  and  fo  turned 
them  adrift  to  be  carried  up  the  river  by  the  tide : 
The  boats  floated  up  the  river  accordingly,  and 
the  trains  took  fire  when  they  came  to  the  enemy's 
bridge,  but  by  the  diligence  of  the  guards  no  great 
dam^  was  done.    The  lame  day  500  hoiffi  and 
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200  foot,  made  a  briflc  fally  out  of  the  city,  and 
fell  upon  the  befiegers,  but  being  over-powered^ 
it  >yas  thought  adviieable  to  retire  back  to  Chef- 
ter,  and  but  few  were  killed  on  either  fide. 

November  27th,  1645.  Sir  William  Brcreton 
fent  fome  propofals  to  the  befieged,  but  the  lord 
Byron  and  the  commilTioners  infifted  upon  fuch 
terms  as  would  not  by  any  means  be  complied 
with,  fo  that  treaty  was  foon  over. 

December  loth,  1645.  Colonel  Booth,  with 
the  Lancafliire  forces,  who  had  juft  before  redu- 
ced Latham-houfe,  received  orders  to  march  to 
Chcfter,  and  reinforce  Sir  William  Brcreton ;  they 
arrived  accordingly,  and  fuch  difpofitions  were 
made,  that  the  city  was  quite  encompafTed,  nor 
was  any  place  more  ftraightly  beleaguered. 

This  foon  occafioned  a  fcarcity  of  provifions, 
and  the  poor  citizens  kept  a  Lenten  Chriftmas. 
In  the  beginning  of  January  hunger  and  want  be- 
gan to  occafion  difcontents,  and  murmurings  en- 
creafed  almoft  to  a  mutiny.  The  difafFefted  inf - 
nuated  to  the  people,  that  notwithftanding  this 
mifery,  the  governor  and  commiflioners  lived  well 
themfelves.  The  lord  Byron  and  fome  of  the 
commiffioners  took  opportunity,  feverally,  to  in- 
vite the  chiefs  of  the  malecontcnts  to  dine  with 
them,  and  entertained  them  with  boiled  wheat, 
and  gave  them  fpring-water  to  drink  it  down,  fo- 
lemnly  affuring  them,  that  this,  and  fuch  like, 
liad  been  their  only  fare  for  fome  time  paft.  When 
this  was  made  known  to  the  citizens,  they  all 
feeraed  infpired  with  the  fame  refolution  to  hold 
it  out  to  the  laft  extremity. 

January  1645.  Sir  William  Brereton  fent  a  fort 
of  a  threatening  fummons  to  the  commanders,  to 
which  they  returned  no  anfwer  in  five  days.  Upon 
which  Sir  William  fent  another  letter  to  them, 
peremptorily  requiring  them  to  anfwer  it  that  day. 

Vol.  I.  4  C  which 
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which  thev  accordingly  did,  offering  to  come  to  a 
treaty  if  the  king  did  not  relieve  them  in  twelve 
days,  and  defiring  a  pafs  to  fend  an  exprefs  to  the 
king.     But  this  was  not  complied  with. 

The  governor  and  the  commiffioners  had,   by 
their  judicious  management,  kept  this  town  and 
garrilon  contented  to  feed  on  horfes,  dogs,  and 
cats,  whilft  there  was  the  lead  probability  of  re- 
lief.    They  refufed  nine  Icveral  fummonfes,  and 
did  not  anfwer  the  tenth  till  they  had  received 
undoubted  aflli ranee  that  tliere  were  no  hopes  of 
any  fuccours  -,  then,  and  not  till  then,  they  con- 
fented  to  a  treaty,  previous  to  which  the  follow- 
ing letters  pafled  between  the  commanders  : 
"My  Lord, 
"  I  cannot  fend  you  fuch  propofitions  as  have 
"  formerly  been  rejeded,   every  day  producing 
"  lofs  of  blood  and  expence  of  treafurc  ;  neither 
''  will  I  trouble  myfelf  with  anfwering  the  parti- 
J'  culars  of  your  unparalleled  demands,  to  which 
"  I  ihould  fuit  mine,     I  fliould  require  no  lefs 
"  than  yourfelf  and  all  the  officers   and   com- 
"  manders  to  be  my  prifoners,  and  the  reft  to 
"  fubmit  to  mercy.     Yet  to  witnefs  my  defires  for 
"  the  prefervation  of  the  city,  I  have,  upon  fe- 
"  rious  confideration  and  debate,  thought  fit  to 
**  tender  thefe  inclofed  conditions,  conceived  con- 
"  ducible  to  the  welfare  of  the  city  and  coun- 
"  tries  adjacent ;  for  the  perfefting  whereof,    I 
"  am  content  commiffioners  meet,  and  have  given 
"  commiffion  to  thefe  gentlemen  to  receive  your 
*'  anfwer  in  writing  to  thefe  propofitions  of  mine 
"  herewith  fent,  touching  which  I  (hall  not  be  fo 
"  fcrupulous  as  to  demand  their  return,  not  valuing 
"  to  what  view  they  may  be  expofed  j  therefore, 
"  rbey  are  left  with  you  if  you  pleale,  and  I  remain 
ChcJierrSuburbs^         "  .Your  fervant, 
Jun.  26,  1645.  "  WM.  BRERETON" 

To 
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To  this  my  lord  that  day  returned »  that  he 
coiild  not  at  prefc nt  give  a  full  anfwer,  in  fcgarS* 
Ithat  he  m Lift  consult  the  gentlemen  joined  in  the 
commiffion  with  him ;  however,  the  next  day-  he 
Cnc  his  anfwer,  thus  : 


t- 


Sir, 
Thofc  demands  of  miii^  "VFycKyottteihitih* 


?'  witncfs  the  Boffe,  Breda,  iiia- Macftricht,  and] 
**  as  many  other  towns  as  libtTC  l>een'tri(leagueml^ 
'*  cither  by  the  Spaniards  or  the  HbUahders.;  or,' 
^  to  come  here,  York  anaX?arliftc,  and  neareftt>r 
**  all,  Bcefton^caftle  i  and  therefore  ybumiift  ex-* 
f'  cufe  me,  if,  upon  the  agthority^^f  (b  tnany  ck- * 
*  amples,  I  have  not  only  propounded,  but  think 
**  fit  to  infift  upon  them,  as  the  fenfe  of  all  man-' 
**  iicr  of  people  in  the  city. — As  for  your  conceit 
**  in  demanding  of  myfelf,   and  the  reft  of  the 
**.  commanders  and  officers,  to  be  your  prifoners, 
**"1  would  hkvc  you  know,  that  we  efteem  our 
**  honour  fo  far  above  our  lives,  that  no  extremi- 
**.  ty  whatfoever  can  put  fo  mean 'thoughts  into  the 
**  meaneft  of  us  all. — ^That  to  fubmit  to  your. 
•*  mercy  is  by  us  reckoned  amongft  thofe  things 
•*  that  we  intend  never  to  make  ufe  of — I  am 
••  nevcrthclefs  ftill  content  that  the  commiffioners, 
•*  i«rhoic  names  I  formerly  tendered   unto  you, 
**  meet  with  fuch  as  you  (hall  appoint,  in  any  dif- 
"  ferciit  places,  to  treat  upon  honourable  condi- 
**^  tions-,  and  defire  you 'to  aflure  yourfclf,  that 
**  no  other  will  be  afTented  unto,  by 
Chefier-Suburbs^  •*  Yourfervant, 

^an.  27,  1645.  "  JOHN  BYRON/' 

4  C  2  To 
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To  which  Sir  William  Brercton  &Dt  the  reply  as 
under: 
"  My  Lord, 
"  I  cannot  believe  that  you  conceive  the  war 
^^  betwixt  the  Hollanders  and  the  Spaniards  is  to 
**  be  made  a  precedent  for  us  ;  neither  can  I  be- 
^^  lieve  that  fuch  conditions  as  you  demand  were 
*^  granted  to  the  Bofle,  Breda,  qr  Maeftricht. 
"  Sure  I  am,  none  fuch  were  given  to  York,  Car- 
*^  lifle,  or  Beefton,  thoi^h  fome  of.  them  were 
*'  maintained  by  as  great  commanders  as  yoUr- 
^^  felf,  and  no  diiparagement  to  you.  I  fliall 
**  therefpre  offer  to  your  confideration  the  cx- 
^*  ample  of  Liverpool,  Baling,  and  Latham,  who, 
"  by  their  refufal  of  honourable  terms  when  they 
**  were  propounded,  were  not  long  after  fubjefted 
**  to  captivity  and  the  fword.  i  ou  may,  there- 
**  fore,  in  pity  to  all  thofe  innocents  under  your 
*'  command,  tender  their  fafety  and  the  pre- 
**  fervation  of  the  city  ;  for  which  end  I  have  fent 
**  you  fair  and  honourable  conditions,  fuch  as  arc 
'^  the  fenfe  of  all  the  officers  and  foldiers  with  mc\ 
**  which  being  rejected,  you  may  expert  worfe 
•*  from 

Cbejicr-Suhurbsy  "  Yourfervant, 

Jan.  27,  1645.  "  WM.  BRERETON/* 

It  now  being  thought  advifeable  to  come  to  a 
treaty,  the  lord  Byron  £xed  upon  eighteen  com- 
ihiiCohers,  and  a  greater  number  were  appointed 
on  E^ehalf  of  the  beiiegers,  which  is  taken  notice 
of  by  Sir  William  Brercton  in  a  letter  to  the  parlia- 
ment, wherein  he  fays,  **  I  was  the  more  defirous 
^^  to  have  a  number  of  commiffioners,  that  tho 
^^  foldiers  might  be  better  fatisBed  with  that  which 
*•  was  agreed  unto  by  their  own  officers ;  and  the 
^*  officers  would  be  more  careful  to  keep  the  foi- 
^^  fliers  to   an  obfervance  of   thofe  conditioDs^ 

**  which 
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*•  irhich  they  thfmfclvcs  had  figned  and  Ratified.** 
The  treaty  continued  fix  days,  during  which 
there  were  frequent  debates  among  the  city-com- 
Hiiffioners,  when  they  withdrew  trom  the  others 
to  confider  of  certain  points.  At  length  condi- 
tions, confiding  of  eignteen  articles,  were  agreed 
to^  aiid  fubfcribed  by  twelve  of  the  city-commif- 
fioners ;  but  as  fome  of  thofe  articles  were  diflenced 
to  by  others,  the  treaty  was  refufed  to  •  be  figned 
by  the  cotnmiflioners  following :  Francis  Gamull, 
Thomas  Cowper,  Robert  brerewood,  Charles 
Walley,  Richard  Morgell,  and  Robert  Harvey  j 
but  a  great  majority  agreeing  to,  and  fubfcribing, 
the  following  terms,  they  were  likewife  confirmed 
by  lord  Byron. 

The  ARTICLES  of  Surrender. 

"  Article  I.  They,  the  lord  Byron,  and  all 
"  noblemen,  commanders,  officers,  gentlemen, 
••  and  foldiers,  and  all  other  pcrfons  whatfoever, 
"  now  refiding  in  the  city  of  Chefter,  and  the 
••  caftle  and  tort  thereof,  (hall  have  liberty  to 
**  march  out  of  the  faid  city,  caftle,  and  fort, 
"  with  all  their  apparel  whatfoever,  and  no  other, 
**  or  more  goods,  horfes,  or  arms,  than  are  here- 
after-mentioned, viz.  The  lord  Byron  with 
his  horfe  and  arms,  and  ten  men  with  their 
horfes  and  arms,  to  attend  him  ^  alfo  his  lady 
and  fervants,  two  coaches,  and  four  horfes  in 
each  of  them,  for  the  accommodation  of  them 
and  fuch  other  ladies  and  gentlemen  as  the  laid 
lord  Byron  fhall  think  meet ;  with  eighty  of 
the  faid  lord's  books,  and  all  his  deeds  and 
evidence,  manufcripts  and  writings  in  his  pof- 
ieflSon.  And  the  laid  lord  and  lady,  nor  any 
of  his  attendai|ts,  fliall  carry  amongfi:  them  all 
ibovc  forty  pounds  in   money,    and  twenty 

**  pounds 
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**  pounds  in  plate.     The  reft  of  the  noblemen, 
"  with  their  ladies  and  fervants,  to  march  with 
**  th.eir  horles,  each  of  the  faid  lords,  attended 
**  with  four   men,   their  horfes  and  arms ;    and 
to  evejy  fuch  nobleman  carrying  with  him   not 
abov.e  thirty  pounds  in  money.     Every  knight 
aid  colonel  to  march  witli  four   men,    their. 
lioi'xiis  and  arms  •,  no  Hich  knight  or  colonel  ro, 
carry  wixh  him  above  ten  pounds  in  money.  [ 
Every  lieutenant  colonel,  major,  and  captain. 
"  oi  hjrie,  with  one  man,  their  horles  and  arms; 
"  and  fui:h, lieutenant  colonel,  major  and  captain 
**  not  to  carry  with  him  above  five  pounds  in 
'*  money,  livery  captain  of  foot,  cfquire,  graduate, 
"  prcii^liing  minilter,  gcrltleman  qt  quality,  the 
"  advocate  and   Iccretary  of  the  army,-  every  of 
**  them  wlih  his  own  horlc  aiid  iword,  the  miniltcrs 
"  wi'hout  Tv/v-iUs  ;  none  of  them  carrying  witlf 
*'  him  above  lifiy  fliiiiings  ;  and  ihc  miniiccrs  jj:o 
*'  have  all  their  own  maiiLircripts,  notes  ;ind  evi-. 
dcnccs.       Lieutenants,    corner^,    cnfi^ns,    and. 
**  other  inferior  olHceis  in  coinniilTion,   on  foot,, 
"  v;ita  (Very  man  his  o\vn  fword,  and  not  above 
'*  twenty  iLillings  in  money.     All  troopers,  fol- 
*'  dicr.s,  gun-po\vder-maI;ers,  cannonicis,  and  all, 
**  others  not  before-  mentioned,  to  march  v/ithout 
"f  h'jvic  or  anns  j  and  that  none  of  the  faid  per- 
",  Ions  before-mentioned    ftiall,    in    their  rriarch,. 
'\  at'ter  they  are  out  of  the  city  and  liberties  there- 
^'.ofi,  be  blundered,  fearched,  or  molclled. 

^\  II.  .  That  all  women  of  what  degree  foevcr, 
that  pleafe  to  march  out  of  the  city,  Ihall  have . 
all  their  apparel  with  *  them  ;■  and  fuch  officers. 
wives  whole  hulbands  are  prifoners,  or  abfent, 
may  carry  fuch  fums  of  money  with  them  as 
arc  allowed  by  thcfc*  articles  to  commanders, 
ofliccrs,  or  gentlemen,  of  their  hufbahds  qua- 
lities,  and  no  more. 

"  III. 
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.^^  **"  IIL    That  none  of  tfie  c^j^anafertf  cJlBtc^ 
or  loldlers,  or  any  orher,  ator 'b^ord' their 
marcliing  out  of  the  ci:y»  caftfcV  of tfdft,  irijujc 
or  plunder  the  perfon  or  ^bods  of'^ny  j  nor 
carry  any  tiling  away  out  ofthc  city,  'cafti^,  or 
fort,  but  wtiat  is  their  own,  andiicreby  illbffci^. 
^'t  IV.     That  all  cirizcns  arid  others  now*  rti?^- 
^•'  ing  within  the  city,  Ihall  be  faved  arid  'fecured 
**  in  their  pcrlbns,  and  their  goods*  aiid  cO^tn 
'*  within   (he  city   and   liberties  thereof  be  pre. 
■S'  fcr vcd  and  kept  from  the  plunder  and  violence 
^  of  the  ffldiers ;  and  have  the  like  fre^dnh  of 
^.  thdc  as  other  towns  under  the  parliamcnt-pr^- 
"  te^bfi  have,  and  fuch  hnmumries  as  theV  of 
*  rfgnt  ought  to  have.     And  that  every  fucli 
^mcrchaot  apd  tradefm^n  of,Che(l(r  as  Ihall  de- 
'^  -Rre  to  go  into  North-Wales  to  look  after  his 
**  goods,  Ihall  have  a  pafs  to  go  thither  and  re- 
**  turn  back  again,  he  firft  giving  fecurity  that 
*•  during  his  abfence  he  will  do  no  aft  to  the  prc- 
**  judice  of  the  parliament;  an4  that  no  fuch  per- 
**  foji  fliall  at  any  tinr^c,  without  licence,'  carry 
"  more  with  him   than  fufficient  to  defray   tljc 
*•  charges  of  his  journey.     And  that  all  cirfzens, 
**  and  other  inhabitants,  who  (hall  now  or  here- 
"  after  defire  to  march  out  of  the  city  of  Chefter, 
"  and  not  to  adt  any  thing  againft  the  parliament, 
**  their  wives  and  families  to  have  the  benefits 
"  and  privileges  of  inhabitants. 

"  V.  That  fuch  officers  or  fcldiers  as  fliall  be 
**  left  fick  or  wounded  within  the  city*of  Chef-. 
**  ter,  or  the  Caftle,  or  forts  thereof,  fhall  have 
".liberty  to  ftay  till  their  recovery,  and  hav'e 
•*  pafle^  or  convoy  to  any  of  the  king's  garriions 
**  not  blocked  up,  in  the  mean  tiiViC  to  be  pro-, 
**  vidcd  for. 

**  VL  That  the  faid  lord  Byron,  noblemen^ 
^  cibmmahders,  gentlemen,  officers,  and  foldic*rs, 

"  and 
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**  and  all  others  that  fliall  inarch  out  of  the  town^ 
^  ihall  have  liberty  to  march  to  Conway,  and 
^^  five  days  are  allowed  them  to  march  thither, 
"  with  a  convoy  of  two  hundred  horfe;  the 
^^  Welfli  officers  and  foldiers  ihall  have  liberty  to 
*^  go  to  their  own  homes,  all  of  them  to  have  frco 
'*  quarters  on  their  march,  and  twelve  carriages  if 
^*  they  ihall  have  occaifion  to  ufe  fo  many,  which 
*^  carriages  are  to  be  returned  on  the  fizth  da^r, 
and  that  paiTes  be  given  them  for  their  fate 
return  to  Cheiter,  and  that  they  be  iecured 
until  they  return  thither. 
*^  VII.  That  no  foldier  on  his  march  ihall  be 
inveigled  or  enticed  from  his  colours  or  com- 
mand, with  any  promife  or  inducement  what- 
foever. 

•*  VIIL  That  all  fuchperibns,  citizens  or  others 
who  have  families  in  Cheiler,  and  are  now  in 
places  remote,  ihall  have  the  like  benefit  of  thefe 
^*  articles,  as  thofe  who  are  now  refident  in  the 
*«  city. 

"  IX.  That  the  friends  of  the  earl  of  Derby 
**  and  Lichfield,  or  any  of  thofe  whofe  dead  bodies 
"  are  not  yet  interred  in  Chcfter,  ihall  have  two 
"  months  time  to  fetch  them  thence  whither  they 
"  preafe,  provided  that  none  of  them  come  at- 
**  tended  with  above  twenty  horfes, 

**  X.  That  no  church  within  the  city,  or 
"  evidence,  or  writings  belonging  to  the  lame^ 
"  ihall  be  defaced. 

"  XI.  That  fuch  Irilh  as  were  born  of  Irifli' 
"  parents,  and  have  taken  part  with  the  rebels  in 
•'  Ireland,  now  in  the  city,  ihall  be  prifoners. 
**  XII.  That  all  thofe  horfes  and  arms  be-" 
longing  to  thofe  that  march  out,  and  not  by 
theie  articles  allowed  to  be  taken  and  carried 
out  of  the  city,  except  fuch  horfes  as  arc  At 
proper  goods  of  the  citizens  and  Mii^itahts 

••««^that 
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^  that  fliall  remain  in  the  city  before  the  delivery. 
^  of  the  fame^  be  brought,  the  horfes  into  the 
Caftle-court,  and  the  arms  into  the  fliire-hall, 
where  officers  fhall  be  appointed  to  receive  them. 
^*  XIIL  That  in  conuderation  of  this,  the  faid 
« city  and  Caftle  without  any  (lighting  or  defacing 
thereof,  with  all  the  ordnance,  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  all  other  furniture  and  provilion  of 
war  therein  whatfoever,  except  what  is  allowed 
CO  be  carried  away,  and  all  the  records  in  the 
Caftle  without  diminution,  imbezzling  or  defa^ 
cing,  be  delivered  to  the  faid  Sir  William  Brere- 
ton,  or  fuch  as  he  fhall  appoint,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  king  and  parliament,  upon  Tuefday  next, 
being  the  third  of  this  inllant  February,  1645, 
by  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon. 
*'-  XIV.  That  the  fort,  with  all  ordnance,  arms, 
ammunition,  and  provifions  therein,  of  what 
fort  whatfoever,  not  firmly  granted  or  allowed 
of  upon  the  figniiig  thefe  articles,  be  delivered 
'•  to  Sir  William  Brereton,  or  fuch  as  he  (hall 
**  appoint. 

'*  XV.  That  upon  figning  thefe  articles,  all 
**  prifoners  in  the  City,  Caftle,  or  Fort,  that  have 
**  been  in  arms  for  the  parliament,  or  imprilbned 
•*  for  adhering  thereunto,  Ihall  immediately  be  at 
**  liberty. 

"  XVI.  That  the  convoys  fliall  not  receive 
^*  an  injury  on  their  journey,  going  or  coming 
••  back,  and  fhall  have  three  days  allowed  for 
**  their  return. 

••  XVII.  Thatif  any  perfons  concerned  in  any  of 

^  thefe  articles,  fhall  violate  any  part  of  them,  luch 

**  perfons  fhall  lofethe  benefit  ot  the  laid  articles. 

**  XVIII.     That  upon  figning  of  the  articles 

*•  fufficient  hoftages  (fuch  as  fhall  be  approved  of) 

**  be  given  for  the  performance  of  the  laid  articles. 

*^  Siued  by  us  the  commiiTioners  appointed  on 

Vot^l.  4D  ''  i!ic 
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**  Edmund  Verney, 
•*  John  Robinson/ 

•  ThO.  CHbLMONDELY, 

"  Peter  (jriffith, 
••  Henry  Leigh, 
"  Thomas  Thropp, 

"  What  is  done  by  the 
•*  firmed  by 
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'^  Christopher  Blbase, 
"  William  Ikce^ 
**  Jno.  Werden^ 
"  John  Johnsoit, 
"  Edmund  Moreton, 
**  Thomas  BRiDoi. 
commi^oners  is  coa* 
J.    BYRON."^ 
Purfuant  to  this  the  brave  and  loyal  city  of 
Chefter,  which  had  held  out  twenty  weeks  beyond 
cxpcftation,  being  now  fubducd  by  famine  onjy, 
was  upon  the  third  day  of  February,  1645,  fufr 
rendered  up  to  thcparliament forces,  who  iouncr 
diatety  took  po0eflfon  of  it,  and  foon  after  two 
thotifand  arms,  and  five  hundred  and  twenty  hnd 
pieces  were  brought  into  the  caftle,  ^reeaoly  to 
the  14th  article  ot  the  treaty. 

February  6th,  1545-6.  Three  days  afterwards, 
orders  came  down  from  the  parliament  to  reguUtt 
the  garrifon,  and  to  appoint  alderman  WilUana 
Edwards  to  be  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  that  city. 
Oftober  ift,  1646.  The  parliament  difplaccd 
the  perfons  hereafter  named  m>m  being  jufticcs  o£ 
the  peace,  aldermen,  fherifi^-peers,  and  cominon- 
Council-men,  by  a  public  ordinance  which  recited 
that  thefe  delinquents  hiad  been  in  arms,  or  had 
otherwife  been  violent  fomenters  of  thefe  unnatural 
wars  againft  the  parliament,  viz. 

Char4es  Walley,  mayor,  Nicholas  Ince,  Randle 
Holme,  Francis  Gamull,  Sir  Robert  Brerewood, 
Thomas  Cowper,  Thomas  Thropp,  Sir  T)^oiaas 
Smith,  Richard  Dutton,  Robert  Sproftx)nj  akler^ 
ftien  and  juftices  of  the  peace. 

James  carl  of  Derby,  John  earl  Riven,  Tho- 
mas Savage,  Richard  Broiler;  aldermen. 

Humphrey  Phillips,  Edward  Hulton,  Tho- 
mas Wefton,  Richard  Wright,  HuiQ^hfcir  IJofd, 

•    "    *|?|»rd 
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IJiklOrd  iTaylor,   and  AfthurWaltey«  (Iidrifis^ 
jxMrs^  Md  €eromon-oounciiaien. 

Thepftrlkmentlikewife,  by  an  ordmance  of  the 
ianie  dafe^  appointed  akferman  Wm.  Edwards'  to 
Mt  tjb^  <!^^r  o^  the  city  of  Cheftcr,  until  the  tsne 
of  eUfttffra  new  mayor,  li^hich  flioukl  be  in  the 
yc$r  i^j^yZSkii  theiWord^d  mace  were  rcftbred 
wffSn  tathe  eit^i  and  tKb  year  the  High-Crofi 
irat  pulled  down,  and  the  front  taken  away  out  of 
the  parifli-chureh  in  Chefter. 

Jdtheyetf  1^648,  a  further  diftreis  befell  the 
poor  Cftf,  m  which  aklerman  Cowper  and  foxhe 
gf  the  principal  citizens  were  exceedingly  Hervioot 
able  0  the  miferahle  inhabitamt  9  f^  about  Mid- 
famtner  tjhe  plague  broke  out  in  Chefter^  which 
raged  fo  violently,  that  upwards  of  two  thou&oa 
perfbhs  diied  of  it,  and  the  city  became  fb  defert« 
csd,  that  grafs  grew  in  the  ftreecs  at  the  Hi^-> 
Grofs. 

In  Anguft,  1648,  a  deflgn  was  fet  on  foot  for 
fehting  the  ggrrifon  and  city  for  the  ufe  of  the 
HmiK  ;-  but  the  fcheme  was  difcovercd,  and  Captain 
Ol(mam  arid  Lieuilenant  Afhcon  were  (hot  to 
death  in  the  Corn-market.  Oldham  confefled  that 
a  difappojntment  of  fome  military  preferment  firft 
drew  mm  intOi  the  thing,  and  cleared  the  princi* 
pid  citizens,  who  had  been  fufpefted,  from  being 
any  ways  concerned  in  the  matter  j  Mouldfworth^ 
Bdker,  and  other  principal  contrivers  of  this  bu- 
ftn^fk,  a^  <hey  were  prilbners  of  war,  referred  to 
the  general. 

The  cily  of  Chefter  fuffercd  greatly  by  the 
fiege  in  1645,  and  many  confiderable  buildings 
in  and  near  the  fuburbs  were  burnt  or  demolifli-  i' 
ed;  fome  few  by  the  enemy,  but  moft  by  the 
garrifon,  to  prevent  them  being  a  Ihelter  to  the 
befieetrs ;  a  fhort  account  of  thefc  demolitions,  is 
as  follows  :  The  chapel  in  Spital-Boughton,  with  - 
4  D  2  all^ 
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all  the  houfes  and  out-houfings  thereabouts^  all 
the  tnftnfion-hourcS'  and  other  edificei;  jaear  the 
Bars,  many  dwelling-houfes  in  the  Foreggte- 
ftrect,  and  Cow-lane,  and  about  St.  John's  church 
and  the  lanes  adjacent :  The  Further  Northgate* 
ftreet  wkh  all  its  laoef  apd  the  ch^pcj^  Little 
St.  John  were  burnt  dqi^n  to  the  ground ;  from 
Dee-£ridge,  all  the  iuburbs  of  Handbridge,  wif^ 
the  lanes,  barns,  and  buildings  thereunto^  adjoiii^ 
ing  were  all  pulled  down.  The  wet  glovers  wofk 
houies  Aihder  the  walls,  near  the  bridge,  were 
all  dexnolilhed ;  as  were,  likewife  the  toUpvicing 
halls  or  manfion-houfes  in  and  near  the  city. 
-  Brewers-hall,  over  the  water,  facing  the  Water- 
gate; 3ache-haU,  belonging  to  Mr.  .Whi{;by^ 
Blacon-hall,  wkh  the  dairy-hoiife,  Sir  Raddle 
Crewe's;  Overlcigh-hall,  near  Handbridge,  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Ellis;  NonVhall,  Sir  William 
Brercton's;  Dutton-hall,  Northgatc-ftrcct,  Mr. 
Jolly's ;  Flooker's-brook-hall,  Mr.  Tbo.  Smith's ; 
Hoole-hall,  belonging  to  Mr.  Junbury ;  Prcttow- 
hall,  Mr.  Ravcnfcrott's ;  the  hall  in  St.  John's 
church-yard.  Lord  Cholmondcley's ;  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Gamuli's  houfe  at  the  Newgate  ;  Mr.  John 
Wcrdcn's  houfe  near  ditto;  St.  John's  church  fuf- 
fered  much ;  the  cathedral,  and  chapter-houfe,  and 
cloiilers  were  greatly  damaged,  moft  of  the  leads 
being  ftripped  away  from  the  roofs. 

The  city  lands  were  all  mortgaged,  the  funds 
quite  exhaufted,  and  the  plate  melted  down  ;  fo 
that  the  damage  fuftained  by  demolition  is  adjudg- 
ed to  the  full  fum  of  two  hundred  thouland 
pounds. 


AN 
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AN  HIST.ORICAL  ACCQI^NT    . 
O    P-     T.H  ..E  ■      \     .  .: 

TOWN  AND  PARISH  OF 
U/  A,   NT     W     I     C     Hj 

'  ^  '   '         *  :  .... 

With  a  liarticular  Relation  of  the  remark-^ 
■    able  SiegA  it  fuitaincd,  in  the  CivU  Wars, 
in  1643. 

NANTWICH.  Namptwychc  or  Wich-Mal* 
bank  (though  the  firft  iccms  to  be  the  origi- 
nal name  being  expreflive  of  its  fliuationv  Nant 
ia  the  Briclih  language  (rgnifying  a  vale)  gives 
name  to  the  whole  hundred  :  is  ficuaced  upon  the 
river  Weaver,  and  upon  the  borders  of  Stafford- 
fliirc  and  Shropfliire  on  the  direft  poft  road  from 
Holyhead  in  Wales  by  wayof  Chefter  to  London, 
from  which  laft  city  it  isdiftant  162  miles  North- 
Weft.  It  lies  in  a  fertile  vale,  having  fomc  of  the 
richcft  cheefe-land  around  it  in  the  whole  county  : 
at  fevcral  dairies  near,  are  made  the  fincft  that  can 
be  met  with ;  fomc  of  which  are  fo  large  as  to 
weigh  a  hundred  and  twenty,  a  hundred  ami  thirty, 
or  even  a  hundred  and  forty  pounds  •,  and  here 
the  moft  confiderablc  cheefc  contrails  are  made,  to 
the  annual  amount,  it  is  faid,  of  ioo,oool.  This 
town  is  the  largeft  in  the  county,  Chefter  ex- 
cepted,  being  almoft  one  mile  in  length  from  Eaft 
to  Weft,  and  approaches  near  to  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  from  North  to  South,  containing  many 
large  and  fpacious  ftreets,  and  about  fix  hundred 
houfes,  hath  a  good  weekly  market  on  Saturday, 

and 
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and  three  annual  fairs^  viz.  March  iCth^  Septei 
bcf  4t&^  cbmAibnly  called  old  or  great  faiPi  a 
December  4th,  befides  a  market  every  Saturd 
fortnight  for  the  fale  of  neac-cactle,  which  ope 
on  the  Saturday  next  after  Candlemas-day,  a 
cont>AudB  4Q  tQe  fpring  aod  the'.beginmn^6if  t 
fummer. 

.  Nantwtch,  of  Wick-Malbank  (fo  called  frc 
Whtiam  de  Mabeng  or  Malbank,  to  whom  it  n 
given  by  his  kiniman  Hugh  Lupus  the  firft  Nc 
man  earl  of'  Chefter)^  rio#  eoi^crs  the  titif 
t»ron .  upQii  .Qe6rge  James.  yif{:ojant  Malp^j  jv 
earl  of  uholmondeley,  who  is  lord  of  thiB  maA( 
and  hath  a  hundred  court  held  under  him,  in  wlu 
prefides  aBarrifter  at  law.  He  holds  a  courtJ: 
rori  alfo,  dnd  hath  the  power  of  attaching  qgi 
and  gO(Jas  for  the  recovery  of  debts,  betwixt  t 
refpe'ddye  fuihs  of  forty  fhillings  and  ten  pound 
the  privilege  of  a  gaol,  and  appointing  the  ktc 
er,  who  is*  &ttitt^\y  the  bailiff  belonging  to  t 
court.  Thb  lord  hath  toll  of  cattle,  roc 
and  ffuit,  ai\d  the  itiills  ereded  upon  the  m 
^'cavei-  bclottg  to  him.  The  toll  of  corn  and  fi 
belong  to  John  Crewe,  of  Crewe,  efq.  who  a 
points  the  bellman.  This  gentleman  is  alfo  p 
trori  of  the  chtirch. 

The  princij)al  ^tetts  in  this  town  are  theHig 
Town,  or  High-Street ;  the  Hofpital-Street  j  t 
Pillory-Street ;  Pepper-Street j  Beam-Street;  Bs 
ker-Street;  Millri-Street ;  and  the  Wclfli-Ro^ 
Which  laft  is  parted  from  the  reft  of  the  town  1 
the  river  Weavtr,  over  which  is  a  good  fto: 
bridge,  of  oAe  arch.  The  Itrects  and  lancfs 
Icffcr  account,  are  Love-Lane  (or  the  0« 
Market),  Swirie-Wfarket,  Wall-Lane,  Chore. 
Lane,  Caftle-Lane,  the  Water-Load,  Dog-Lan 
Love-Lane  (or  Mafon*s-Yard},  the  two  Wboi 
Streets,  Bikehoufe'-Lanc,  Marfli-Lane,  Fullhtn 
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^M  Lion-Lane),  Sparbacon-Lwe^  Mid41c-3t]ni:b^ 
^d  a  fouli  lane  or  palT^  formerly  c^iXei  rffn 
MT-Scpeet,  near  die  In-idee,  leading  euc  of  tWB 
n¥eUh-Row  to  the  river. 

The  ftreec  called  the  Wel(h-Row  (fornetima 
$t.  Anne^s  from  a  chapel  of  that  name  which  for- 
mtvlj  flood  at  the  lower  end  of  it,  though  no  is^ 
cord  mentions  it  by  that  name),  was  hereto^om. 
koown  by  the  name  of  Frog-Row,  as  appewi  Jpf 
fiudry  deeds  in  the  reign  of  Richard  IL  Henry 
JV,  Henry  V.  Henry  VI.  and  Edward  IV.  till  OiQ 
reign  of  Henry  VII.  not  called  the  Wellh-Row 
VI  aay  deed,  or  evidence,  but  in  his  and  his  fon'a 
rdgn  it  was  mdifierently  called  the  Welfh-Rgw, 
and  Fn^-Row :  other  deeds  make  mention  ^f  the 
Fiog-Chanoel  and  Frog- Well  in  the  f^d  flrpei;* 
ichet€  Sir  Ralph  Arden,  knight,  lord  of  Dprfofld^ 
nrho  died  the  8tb  of  Henry  V.  as  appears  l^  an 
ioquifition  taken  after  his  death,  had  a  Milln  calj- 
ed  Frog-Milln,  and  the  water  coming  thenqp  i9 
lis  paflage  to  the  town,  imparts  its  name  to  cer- 
tain paftijres  called  the  Frog-Greaves,  and  palfing 
along  the  faid  ftreet  without  doubt,  gave  k  the 

name  of  the  Frog-Row Upon  what  occafioa 

it  came  to  be  called  the  Welfh-Row  is  not  appa- 
Wit  i  cenain  it  is,  that  the  commerce  and  nc^ti- 
atlon  betwixt  this  town  and  the  inhabitants  of 
North-Wales  upon  the  account  of  bringing  lime, 
and  other  commodities  hither,  and  taking  fiJit 
heace,  was  much  more  frequent  than  of  later  times. 

Since  our  fait  was  brought  ro  the  doors  by  thofc 
tjiat  carry  it  weekly  to  Shrcwfbury,  and  as  the 
Welfli  that  traded  hither  lodged  in  the  fame  ftreet, 
it  might  poflibly  take  the  name  of  the  Welfli- 
Rqw  upon  that  occafion  •,  but  I  rather  think  it 
was  a  name  .of  reproach  which  was  given  it  by 
reafbn  of  the  depredations  and  combuftions  made 
ly  thql^  people  under  Owen  Glendow^r,  in  the 

reign 
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idgn  of  Henry  IV.  at  which  time  the  townfmi^ 
ftood  upon  their  defence,  having  the  river  for  z 
trench  betwixt  them  and  the  Wcl(h.  For  admit-' 
ting  the  truth  of  what  is  related  of  an  anceftor  of 
the  ancient  family  of  the  Maifterfons,  the  fhretc 
might  be  called  the  Welfti-Row  by  way  of  c4)- 
loquy.  One  Mr.  Thomas  Maifterlon,  who  had  » 
command  in  France  under  the  Black  Prince,  and 
afterwards  ferved  king  Henry  IV.  and  king  Hen- 
ry V.  defended  his  houfc  in  Pillory-ftrcet,  which 
was  then  moated  about,  againft  thofe  inhabitants 
who  had  joined  the  WeUh  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river.  This  muft  have  been  in  thofe  Welfti  com- 
motions,  and  feems  to  ftrengthen  this  conjefture. 
And  it  appears  by  the  many  inveftive  laws  which 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  and  V.  were  enaftcd 
againft  the  Welfh,  what  contumely  they  lay  under 
till  thcfe  laws  were  repealed.  A  remarkable  in- 
itance  of  which  appears  by  this :  In  thofe  days  a 
man  thought  himfelf  fcandalized,  and  preferred' 
a  complaint  againft  another,  for  calling  him  a 
Wellhman :  the  complainant  juftified  himfelf  by 

(hewing  his  extraftion  was  Englilh not  Wellh.- 

And  to  manifeft  that  a  long  continued  enmitf 
hath  fubfifted  between  the  Wellh-Row    and  the 
other  part  of  the  town,  the  youth  of  both  have  in 
the  days  of  our  fore-fatbers  frequently  met  at  the- 
bridge  which  parts  the  town,  there  to  bicker  and- 
encounter  with  each  other,  and  that  party  which 
firft  quitted  the  bridge  was  deemed  to  be  van-' 
quilhed,  and  in  their  difports  of  dancing,  wreft- 
ling,  playing  at  prifon  bars  and  the  like,  the  con- 
teft  hath  generally  been  betwixt  the  town  and  the 
Wellh-Row.     And  fomething  of  this  fpirit  of- 
emulation  prevails  to  this  day.     Yet  principally 
we  refer  to  the  time  of  Henry  IV.  for  its  being' 
called  the  Welfh-Row,  as  we  find  it  not  fo  named- 
in  any  deed  or  authentic  record  till  the  reign  of 

Henry 
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Henry  VIL  The  reafon  is  obvious,  becauie  io 
^ing  a  bye  or  nick-name  was  not  ovmed  by  tha 
inhabitants  of  the  £ud  ftieet,  till  the  coming  in  of 
that  prince,  who  was  a  Welshman  by  birth  as 
well  as  blood ;  and  got  the  crown  from  Richard 
the  Ufurper  by  the  arms  and  afliftance  of  his 
counuymen,  under  the  command  of  Sir  William 
Stanley  of  Holt-CafUe,  and  Sir  Rice  ap  Thomas, 
wJ^h  brought  the  WeUhmen  into  grace  again ; 
iq  t}^vt  henceforward  it  was  deemed  no  difparage- 
flKBt  to  place  or  perfon  to  be  called  Wel(h. 
.  This  ftreet  was  formerly  accommodated  with  a 
fmall  chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Anne^  for  the  ufe 
o£{  the  inhabitants,  fituated  at  the  lower-end  of  the 
flficet  near  the  bridge ;  from  whence  this  ftreet  was 
Ipaytimes  denominated  St.  Anne*s  and  St«  Anne's 
puilh ;  but  no  veftiges  of  fuch  a  building  have 
been  to  be  found  for  a  great  number  of  years.  It 
muft  have  been  of  the  greateit  convenience  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Welih  Row,  becaufe  formerly 
there  was  no  bridge  over  the  river,  and  they  com- 
monly  forded  over  from  this  ftreet  to  the  high- 
town,  which  in  cafe  of  floods,  which  frequently 
happen,  would  have  prevented  their  attendance  on 
puolic  worfhip  at  the  other  church  ;  this  was  af* 
terwards  remedied  by  the  erection  of  a  wooden 
bridge,  which  was  in  being  in  the  reign  of  king 
James  I.  if  not  later.  When  the  prefcnt  bridge 
of  ftone  was  eredted  I  am  not  informed.  A  pub- 
lic clock,  alfo  called  St.  Anne's,  which  continued 
till  a  few  years  ago,  was  fixed  up  on  a  dwelling 
in  the  middle  of  this  ftreet,  which,  by  a  recent 
alteration  in  the  buildings  there,  hath  been  taken 
away.  This  clock  was  probably  eredted  at  the 
cxpence  of  the  worthy  family  of  the  Wilbrahams 
of  Town's-End,  the  bell  being  inl'cribed  with  their 
name.  On  a  houfe  in  this  ftreet,  near  the  bridge, 
was  alio  a  bell  placed  for  the  purpofe  of  alarming 
Vol*  I  4  E  the 
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sr  :Dwn  in  caie  of  fire ;  and  this  too^  upon  feme 
jDcaum;  fns  been  taken  down  but  a  tew  yean 
isoe»  which  is  much  to  be  regretted,  becaufe  from 
3K3umerous  timber  buildings  with  thatched  roofs 
icfc,  thac  deilruAive  element,  fixe,  might  in  a 
jctir  I'pace  of  time  m^e  dreadful  ravages,  as  this 
yjmn  rormerly  hath  moft  fatally  experienced.  The 
ipceuy  afBftance  of  people  colle£ted  to  quell  the 
;migrefs  of  fires  often  prevents  great  loflfes  and  de* 
^rudion,  which  would  otherwifeenfuej  and  there 
xx  none  more  bold  and  alert  in  fuch  cafes  than 
Tie  common  people  of  Nantwich.     It  is  much  to 
X  wiflied,  therefore,  that  the  fire-bell,  as  it  vras 
Cttlcd,  were  replaced  in  its  old  fituation.     At  tkc 
«Ki  of  this  ftreet,  leading  to  Chefter,  the  abbot 
Mid  monks  of  the  abbey  of  Combermere,  who  were 
«ir  ^  order  of  St.  Benedid,  ereftcd  a  priory;  but 
H>  .-narks  or  footfteps  thereof  have  remained  for 
w^aps  feme  centuries  paft ;  but  the  arms  faid  to 
bctong  thereto,  are  noticed  by  King  in  his  Vale- 
Kwal^  which  are  party  per  pale^  azure  and  guks^ 
^w  crutches  in  faliier  or.     There  was  likewUe  an 
*u>i'pital    or  lazar-houfe,    called   St.  Laurence's 
^4oipita],  termed  in  feveral  deeds  Donms  Lepn^ 
;/mm^  near  the  priory  [\i  it  was  diftinft  from  it^ 
w  Ibmc  fuppofe  them  both  the  fame),  and  the 
-uHw  teem  to  countenance  that  opinion ;  nevcr- 
Lltciefe,  I  apprehend  they  are  miftaken,  for  to  mc 
>jtc  exiftcnce  of  both  ereftions  feems  indifputable. 
V  priory  and  lazar-houfe  are  different  things  ;  the 
v\iilenceof  the  latter  is  fully  proved  by  feveral 
..swis  yet  exunt,  and  what  is  called  the  prior's 
^•.su  is  coUefted  by   the  parifti-officers  to  this 
...u  .  it  is  generally  agreed  that  they  (if  diftinft^ 
.vitSvi's''  were  fituated  over  againft  the  alms-houfes, 
.^,kU\1  and  endowed  by  the  very  worthy  and  an- 
.  viU  urnily  of  Wilbraham.     There  is  an  ancient 
jkcKtvM)  which  holds  that  the  priory  was  built 

Upon 
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Tipon  the  fcite,  upon  a  part  of  which  now  ftands 
trhe  malt-houfe  occupied  by  Mr.  James  Bayley^ 
very  near  the  faid  alms-houfqs  •,  now  this  is  almoft 
oppofite  the  other  fituation,  and  if  this  tradition 
could  be  depended  upon,  would  be  a  further 
proof  that  the  priory  and  lazar-houfe  could  not  be 
one,  but  diftinft  edifices ;  in  all  probability  the 
hofpital,  or  lazar-houfe,  might  be  under  the  in-, 
(ppftion  of  the  prior  and  his  monks. 

But  to  fpeak  more  particularly  of  the  town.  It 
hath  been  matter  of  furprife  to  many,  that  a  place 
fo  oonfiderable  and  ancient  hath  never  been  incor- 
porated by  law,  in  the  manner  of  many  others  of 
Jcfi  note  and  antiquity,  but  this  may  be  account^ 
fbr  by  the  feparate  jurildiftions  and  fees  into  which 
it  hath  been  fplit  and  divided,  and  the  entire  go- 
vernmenc  of  it  never  long  vefted  in  any  fmgle  lord; 
notwithftanding  which,  it  had  formerly  a  volun- 
tary incorporation,  called  a  Guild,  which  is  a  con- 
fraternity or  brotherhood,  for  the  better  managing 
and  governing  the  matters  belonging  to  the  town, 
and  tor  the  good  of  the  whole ;  and  thefe  guilds 
or  brotherhoods  were  generally  compofcd  of  the 
richeft  and  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  inhabit- 
ants wherever  they  were  formed,  and  upheld  by 
a  mutual  contribution  -,  fome  privileges  were  an. 
nexed  to  them,  and  they  had  a  common-hall  •,  that 
occupied  by  the  Nantwich-guild  was  what  is  now 
the  grammar-fchool  in  the  church-yard.  Perfons 
who  were  not  incorporated  in  any  of  the  refpedlive 
confraternities  (for,  it  appears,  there  were  fevcral 
of  them  at  Nantwich),  were  not  allowed  (they 
nor  their  children)  to  have  at  their  deceale,  or 
their  bringing  home,  any  of  the  ornaments  of  the 
church  (a  cuftom  here  in  ufe  in  thofe  days),  nor 
any  more  of  the  bells  to  be  rung  for  them  than 
the  third  bell. 

It  nsay  not  be  uaneceiTary,  perhaps,  to  note 

here 
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here  how  the  rule  of  the  town  came  to  be  fo  par- 
^  celled  out  into  feveral  jurifdidions,  known  here 
by  the  name  of  liberties. 

Hugh  Malbanc  fucceeded  William  his  father 
in  the  barony  of  Wich  Malbanc,  or  Nantwich; 
which  Hugh,  by  his  charter,  dated  1133,  &^^  ^ 
fourth-part  of  Wicbty  (Nantwich)  to  the  abbey  of 
Combermere,  with  all  its  juriftii^ions,  &c.  The 
refidue,  after  the  death  of  William,  fon  of  the 
(aid  Hugh,  came  to  be  parted  among  his  three 
daughters  and  heirs,  the  whole,  by  eftimation 
f  the  abbot's  part  excepted),  was  eighteen  knights 
fees;  which  appears  from  hence,  that  the  two 
daughters  of  lord  Baflett  of  Hedington,  who  mar- 
ried the  elded  daughter  of  the  lalt  baron  of  Nant- 
wich, had  three  fees  apiece,  fo  that  fix  fees  made 
one-third  part ;  this,  in  procefs  of  time,  came  to 
be  divided  among  fo  many  co-partners,  that  fomc 
had  but  a  thirty-fixth  part.  The  other  fees,  par- 
cel of  the  barony,  were  anciently  known  by  the 
names  of  the  Countefs's-fce,  Audley's-rfee,  the  Ab- 
bot's-fee,  and  the  fee  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  •, 
which  knights  had  feveral  privileges  and  pofleffions 
alfo  in  the  adjacent  parts  of  StafFordlhire.  This 
formerly  belonged  to  the  famous  John  of  Gaunt, 
or  Ghent,  duke  of  Lancafler,  but  now  belongs  to 
die  family  of  Booth  of  Mottram,  in  this  county. 
The  reft  now,  refpeftively,  to  the  earl  of  Choi- 
mondeley,  the  hon.  Mr.  Tollemache,  and  John 
Crewe,  cfquuie,  of  Crewe.  It  is  true,  fomethinfi^ 
more  than  a  century  ago,  many  of  the  fcattercd 
parts  were  united  in  the  pofleflion  of  Sir  JRobert 
Cholmondeley,  notwithftanding  which,  they  had 
been  under  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas  Fult 
hurft  of  Crewe,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIU;  and 
in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth^  Sir  Chriftopher 
Hatton  had  the  chief  government,  which  in  loine 
maSvK  accounts  fi)r  lb  many  fepante  jurifiUdiqas 

aa 
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as .  at  this  day  fubfift  in  this  town.  While  the 
barony  was  entire,  it  was  under  the  immediate 
jurifdiftion  of  the  baron,  or  his  fteward,  for  the  v 
time  being ;  and  while  the  town  was,  as  it  were, 
incorporated  under  one  head,  and  had  a  court 
baron,  and  court-leet  to  punilh  diforders,  in  all 
probability  the  government  was  more  regular  than 
when  it  came  to  be  divided  among  many  lords ; 
whofe  feparate  jurifdi6lions  and  divided  intcrefts 
were  the  great  obftrudlions  to  the  introduction  x>f 
one  uniform  government  •,  elfe,  no  doubt,  the  town 
might  have  been  incorporated  with  as  ample  pri- 
vil^s  as  other  lefs  principal  ones  of  the  county 
are  at  this  day. 

Howbeit,  to  manifeft  their  love  to  unity  and 
good  order,  the  better  fort  of  the  inhabitants,  here- 
tofore,  aflbciated  themfclves  in  guilds  or  brother- 
hoods (as  mentioned  before),  which  were  upheld 
by  a  mutual  contribution  among  themfclves. 
Theic  guilds  were  regulated  by  the  court  ket  in 
matters  which  they  (being  no  corporation  by  law) 
had  no  power  to  redrefs,  and  continued  to  the 
reign  of  Edward  VI.  and  then  came  to  be  fup- 
prcffed  and  the  revenues  thereto  belonging  given 
to  the  crown  by  the  ftat.  of  Edward  VI.  When 
Sir  Thomas  Fulfhurft  of  Crewe  was  fteward  or 
governor  of  this  town,  and  prelided  over  the 
guild,  he,  with  a  proper  jury,  in  the  thirtieth  of 
Henry  VIII.  fet  forth  divers  regulations  for  the 
better  ordering  and  governing  the  brotherhood  and 
the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  which  were  found  to 
be  of  fuch  utility  and  concernment  as  to  be  gene- 
rally obferved  at  this  time,  though  fome  have 
been  abrogated.  From  the  contribution  of  the 
brotherhood,  the  maintenance  of  fix  perpetual 
pricfts,  to  fay  mafs  for  the  brethren  and  fifters  of 
the  guild,  was  particularly  provided,  as  appears 
by  a  deed  under  the  common  feal  of  the  wardens 
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aiml  toore  is  lacmed^in  the  tecm^ WalKag,       .v, 

'■  The  dext  in  drd«r  a«e  the  HeathrlcoqpeiSii  «i1kiK; 
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ftraiii  the  ufage-of  it  by-  the  cown&ittn,  accoodw. 

to  the  laudabk  inftitutions  on  th^t  behalf  tbaat 

iHd  provided.  

iFfte  next  to  them  in  office  are  the  Leave-lookeiii 
whoife.bufinels  is  to  infped:  the  markets,  and  auf^ 
mihe  the  weights  and  meafures  which  are  uled « 
kiyiog  and  feUing^  and  .to  take  and  djsftroy  al} 
Mrfrhplefome  meat  from  the  butchers  and  vendem , 
afSft^  and  other  unfound  provifions.  It  is  fupl- 
Mftd  alfo,  that  there  was  a  clerk  of  the  market  to 
niperintend  thefe  officers,  and  to  order  and  affix 
mt  price  of  vifkuals. 

After  them  follow  the  Ale-tafters,  whole  offioe; 
CKtdmis  to  the  affizing  of  bread  and  drink. 

The  Fire-lookers  follow  next,  whofe  bufineft 
iatt  view  and  piefent  all  defective  chimnies,  and 
to  prevent,  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  all  cafualties 
titet  may  happeA  to  the  town  by  fire. 
—The  laft  in  order  are  the  Kennel-lookers,  or 
PuUic*fca[vengers,  to  fee  to  the  fweeping  and 
rleaiifiiig of -t^ ^ ftmets- and  kennels^^uefpettallytO'     •, 
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.the  cleanfing  of  the  wells  and  water-courfes,  and 
to  picveAt  all  nuifances  whereby  mens  bodiljr 
health  might  be  impaired.  All  the  faid  officers 
are  to  make  up  their  accounts,  and  to  give  in  their 
prcfentments  to  the  court. 

The  freeliolders  and  inhabitants  of  Nantwich 
enjoy  one  peculiar  advantage,  which  is,  an  exemp- 
tion from  ferving  upon  juries  out  of  tlic  town,  or 
roixt  with  ftrangers.  Their  right  to  which  envied 
privilege  being  called  in  queftion  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  was  thtn  proved  to  have  been  en- 
joyed by  the  inhabitants  time  immemorial,  and 
confirmed.  It  was  again  atucked  in  queen  Eli- 
zabeth's reign;  and  again  confirmed:  ihe  ordered 
.them  an  exemplification  of  the  deeds  and  records 
relative  to  this  contefted  privilege,  and  that  Sir 
John  Throckmorton,  knight,  fhould  fign  them. 
This  was  in  the  tenth  year  of  her  reign.  Now, 
the  inhabitants,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  their  right, 
and  to  afcertain  the  authenticity  of  the  deeds  and 
pecords,  removed  them  into  the  office  of  exche- 
quer in  Chefter,  by  writ  of  certiorari.  They  have 
alfo  obtained  the  fignature  of  all  or  moll  of  the 
fucceeding  chief  jufticcs,  and  of  the  prefent  one, 
the  honourable  John  Morton.  This  was  done  in 
order  finally  to  determine  all  difputes  relative 
thereto;  notwithftanding  which,  they  were  threat- 
ened with  a  frcJh  attack  no  longer  fince  than  the 
year  1762,  which  however  was  not  carried  into 
execution.  It  is  ftrange  thdt  people  pretending  to 
all  the  common  rights  of  liberty  fliould  be  fo 
prompt  to  invade  the  eftabliflied  cuftoms  and  pri- 
vileges of  their  neighbours.  Few  corporations  in 
tlie  kingdom  can  fliew  ftronger  titles  to  their  re- 
fpe&ive  privileges  (not  even  the  Univeriities  them^ 
icives)  tnan  this;  however,  it  ferved  to  raife  {o 
laudable  and  determined  a  fpirit  in  the  freeholders, 
as  evinced  the  firmed  refolution  to  defend  their 
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threatened  privilege,  and  will  always  reBeft  the 
'^Iiigheft  honour  upon  themj  near  fixty  of  the 
'principal  freeholders  and  inhabitants  fubfcribing 
'*thcir  names,  as  unanimoufly  refolved  to  fpare  no 
'  cxpcnce  in  defending  their  common  right.  *   - 

From  the  general  account  of  the  town,  I  pro^ 
*cecd  to  the  public  buildings;  and  firft,  as  thp 
jprincipal,  the  church. 

This  ancient  and  venerable  pile,  dedicated  to 
iSc,  Mary;  or,  as  lome  fay^  to  St.  Mary  and  Su 
rKicholas;  and  others,  to  St,  Thomas;  millaken- 
py  without  doubt,  bccaufe  not  called  in  any  an- 
cient records  but  only  by  the  name  of  St.  Mary. 
This  church  is  by  fomc  conjeftured  to  be  a  Nor- 
^man  ereftion,  yet  it  is  moil  probable  it  is  of  older 
rdate  ;  for  by  all  the  general  marks  from  which  a 
^'ikilful  antiquarian  would  form  his  judgment,  it 
fhould  be  of  Danifh  conftruftion ;  namely,  its 
oftangular  tower  in  the  middle  juncture  of  the 
crofs,  its  low  doors  and  lofty  windows,  with  fome 
other  particulars.  There  are  indeed  fome  marks^ 
efpecially  the  form  of  fome  of  the  arches  of  the 
wmdows  being  fo  acute,  which  would  incline  fome, 
to  fuppofe  it  a  Saxon  edifice,  and  then  it  mufl  be 
more  ancient  >  but  if  a  Danifh  one,  it  was  pro^ 
bably  built  in  the  time  of  one  of  the  three  Danifh 
tnonarchs,  who  reigned  before  the  reftoration  of 
the  Saxon  line  in  the  perfon  of  Edward  the  Con^ 
fcffor.  It  is  therefore  no  vague  conjedure  to  fup- 
pofe  this  church  was  built  by  Canute  the  Dane^ 
furnamed  the  Great,  from  whom  the.  town  of 
Knutsford,  or  Canute*s-ford,  in  this  county,  re- 
ceived its  name  j  who  mounted  the  Englifh  throne 
Qpqn  the  deceafe  of  Edmund  Ironfide,  in  1017 1 
an^  who,  to  conciliate  the  affeftioils  of  the  Eng- 
lUh^  biiUt  them  many  churches.  It  may  realbn- 
9blfy  he  prdumed,  that  if  its  ereftion  had  been  thp 
wqiVt  bif  any  of  our  Norman  kings  or  great  lords, 
•  •  Vol:  L  4  F  fo 
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fo  connefted  as  thofe  people  yrcrc  with  this  coun- 
tv,  from  their  firfl:  influx  into  this  kingdom,^  we 
Inoiild  fcarce  have  failed  of  aicertaining  the  date 
«f  its  ereflion,  with  fome  degree  of  precilion.; 
and  I  apprehend,  thofe  who  incline  to  believe  it 
was  founded  by  William  de  Malbanc,  are  niiiftaken» 
becaufe  they  acknowledge  at  the  fame  time  that 
Naatwich  had  a  church  before  the  Norman  Cpn- 
queft,  and  this  is  quite  in  the  Danifh  ftyle.  Pro^ 
bably  he  might  be  the  founder  or  re-edifier  of  th^ 
chancel,  a  work  not  unworthy  of'  his  power  and 
munificent  fpirit.  This  fabric  (the  magnificci^ 
ftru&ure  of  which  fpeaks  the  founder  to  be  a  *per- 
ibn  of  no  ordinary  quality)  attracts  the  notice  qf 
travellers,  and  engages  the  veneration  of  all  wljp 
behold  it ;  it  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  not 
unlike,  and  little  inferior  to,  fome  cathedrals. 
The  chancel  cannot  be  equalled  by  any  parilh- 
church  in  the  county,  having  a  choir  ancf  ftalls 
in  the  manner  of  cathedral  and  collegiate  churches. 
The  roof  is  of  ftone,  exquifitely  compafted^  wijth 
imboflfments  curioufly  cut  of  fcripture  hiftory, 
and  was  laid  in  colours,  the  ground  whereof  was 
blue,  and  the  frettized  work  throughout  was  fine- 
ly gilt.  The  fculpture-pieces  formed  along  the 
concavity  of  it,  reprefent  the  principal  events  in 
the  life  of  our  Bleffed  Saviour,  from  his  Nativity 
to  his  Afcenfion,  all  beautifully  painted  and  gilt, 
which  together  with  its  then  newly  erefted  organ, 
ornamented  on  the  out-fide  of  the  loft  widi  the 
pidures  finely  painted  of  our  Saviour  and  his 
twelve  Apoflles,  were  deftroyed  by  the  rage  of 
fanaticifm  in  the  Oliverian  days  of  anarchy  and 
confufion.  This  chancel  has  the  remains  of  a 
teflelated  floor.  The  carved  work  of  the  choir, 
part  of  which  is  executed  in  a  mafterly  manner, 
happily  efcaped  die  barbarous  zeal  of  thofe  furious 
reformers  ot  monarchy,  and  the  church  remains 
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td  diis  day  an  ornament  to  this  truly  venerable 
pile.  The  altar-piece  is  a  work  or  handfome 
nibdern  archit6(5hire,  executed  by  that  ingenious 
architect  Mr.  William  Yoxall,  of  this  town,  latfe^ 
ty  deceafed;  on  the  South-fide  of  which  are  four 
i£^s,  or  rather  niches,  in  the  wall^  each  rifing 
'atMift  a  hand's  breadth  higher  than  the  other. 
Which  (in  the  bpinion  of  a  learned  and  inquifitivt 
gentlenian  of  tnis  town,  and  flcilful  in  his  re- 
fiarcfacs  into  what  relates  to  the  antiquities  there- 
cit)  had  a*^  reference  to  the  four  ancient  patriarchid 
fi»ts  of  Jerufalem,  Antioch,  Rome,  and  Alex-- 
andria,  and  probably  were  defigned  to  receive  the 
t&fpes  of  each  reljpe£tive  patriarch.  On  the 
North-fide  of  the  chancel  is  the  veftfy,  which 
afWr  a  long  time  lying  nqglefted,  was  put  into 
decent  repair ;  the  mutability  of  time,  however, 
lias  occafioned  it  to  be  again  negleded  and  dif- 
ilfed.  At  prefent  the  parochial  bufinefs,  com- 
monly tranfaftcd  at  veftry-meetings,  is  done  at  the 
North-end  of  the  broad  ile. 

The  late  pious  and  ingenious  Dr.  Thomas 
itodkty  dean  of  Chcfter  and  reftor  of  Nantwich, 
ii  interred  within  the  rails  of  the  altar.  He  was 
an  excellent  preacher,  and  a  moft  amiable  man. 

On  the  South  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a  tomb  crcft- 
rf  to  the  memory  of  John  Maiftcrfon  Efq.  a 
gentleman  of  an  ancient  family  in  this  town,  and 
hJs  IJUly,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Randolph  Stan- 
tev,  Efq.  of  Alderley  in  this  county.  The  effigies 
01  both  are  cut  upon  the  tomb,  with  the  follow- 
ing infcription  on  it. 

"  Within  this  fading  tomb  fcpulted  lyes 
"    John  Maiftcrfon  and  Margaret  his  wyfe 
whofe  fouls  do  reft  above  the  vaulted  llcyes 

'   In  paradifc  with  God  the  Lord  of  lyfe." 

'. - .  1' - ~    .... 
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It  appears  by  what  follows,  that  this  aentleman 
was  01  great  feryice  towards  the  re-edibcation  .of 
this  town  after  the  deftrudion  occafioned  by  the 
great  fire  which  happened  in  December  1583,  and 
confumed  600  buildings,  the  damage  whereof  was 
computed  at  more  than  30000  pounds,  but  pro^ 
videntially  only  two  lives  were  loil.  If  this  cfti-» 
mate  with  refpeft  to  the  buildings  be  true,  thia 
town  muft  have  been  much  larger  than  at  prefeat 
it  is  •,  and  indeed  fome  very  ancient  people  inform 
us  its  bounds  have. extended  into  the  parilh  of 
Adlon. The  Infcription  proceeds 

"  This  John  wrought  means 
To  build  diis  Nantwich  town 
When  fyer  his  face  had  frett 
And  burn'd  her  down." 

Which  is  alfo  commemorated  by  an  eulogium 
in  the  fame  old  verle,  fixed  up  in  a  frame  near  the 
atchievements  of  the  family  placed  over  the  tomb. 
He  died  in  1586.  He  was  a  principal  agent,  as 
mentioned  by  King,  in  gathering  the  collections 
which  were  fet  on  foot  thro*  the  kingdom,  upon 
this  melancholy  occafion,  which  were  greatly  coun- 
tenanced and  encouraged  by  queen  Elizabeth,  who 
was  moil  graciouily  pleafed  to  prefent  the  town 
with'  the  fum  of  2000  pounds,  and  a  grant  of  a 
confiderable  quantity  ot  timber  out  of  the  royal 
foreft  of  DeJamere.  He  was  alfo  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners  in  the  trufts  appointed  by  the  faid  queen^ 
for  re-building  the  town.  Sir  Hugh  Cholmonde-. 
ley  was  generoufly  adive  in  this  affair  alfo. 

From  the  chancel  we  proceed  to  the  broad  ile 
(as  It  is  called)  which  forms  the  Ihort  part  of  the 
crofs,  of  which  the  whole  fabrick  of  the  church 
is  compofcd.     On  the  right  hand  entering  into, 
which  is  a  moft  fubftantial  pulpit  of  ftone,  £till 
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in  good  condition.  Various  have  been  the  con- 
jc&ures  concerning  it,  as  it  feems  to  be  too  fair 
detached  from  the  body  of  the  church  .for  com- 
itton  ufe;  however,  birfore  the  prefent  ringing 
gallery  and  loft  were  built,  it  probably  might  have 
fcrvcd  for  that  purpofe,  which  then  proving  in- 
convenient (if  not  fooner)  the  prefent  one  was. 
made,  which  formerly  was  placed  near  the  feat  of 
Goofry  MinlhuU,  tfq.  and  the  front  of  the  ring- 
ing giWe'ry,  but  by  order  of  Dr.  Neal,  archbifhop 
<w  York,  was  removed  to  its  prefent  fituation  in 
1633.  At  the  North  end  of  the  crofs  ile  is  our 
Lady's  Chapel  (which  now  or  very  lately  retained 
the  name  or  our  Lady's  Chancel)  difcovered  from 
the  adjoining  part  of  the  ile  with  a  lofty  arch.  It 
appears  not  by  whom  this  chapel  was  founded,  or 
what  certain  endowments  it  had ;  that  it  was  pof- 
feflcd  of  fome,  is  evident  by  a  deed  made  by  thQ 
wardens  of  ihe  faid  chapel  unto  Ralph  Brett,  in 
the  47th  year  of  Edward  III.  to  which  wardens 
or  overfeers  the  care  of  it  was  committed.  The 
South  end  of  the  crofs  ile,  being  a  third  part 
Ihorter  than  it  now  is,  to  make  it  uniform  was 
enlarged  about  the  time  of  Henry  VII.  with  the 
remains  of  the  town  caftle.  The  lord  Audley  be- 
ing a  confiderable  benefaftor  to  the  work,  as  alfo 
a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Buckley,  then  of  good 
note  in  the  town  as  feems  by  their  *  coats  in  the 
South  window  of  the  faid  ile  which  is  the  faireft 
window  belonging  to  the  church,  and  the  next 
window  to  it  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  ile  was  King- 
ley's  coat,  who  in  all  probability  was  another  be- 
ncfaftor  to  the  faid  enlargement,  and  whether  it 
were  upon   that  account,  or  becaufe  his  burial 

*  Buckley's  coat  is  not  now  remaining,  neitherthat  raentioned 
by  Cambden  to  have  been  in  this  church  in  which  a  roitrc  was 
the  bearing,  with  many  others,  and  much  painting  In  glafs  for* 
sneil/  in  the  church. 

place 


i 


5^6    THE    V  A  L  E  -  R  O  Y  A  L 

plac^  wa^  there,  the  South  part  of  the  crofs  ile  wa^ 
called  Kingley's  ile,  and  in  feme  of  the-  windoWaf 
in  this  part  ox  the  ile  are  the  arms  yet  remdnin^' 
of  the  worthy  and  ancient  family  of  Mainwaring. 
'fhe  timber  roof  of  this  ile  from  end  to  end  wid; 
made  new  fmce  the  faid  enlargement.  The  ^nj 
try  whofe  armories  are  painted  upon  the  fevem 
i^tors  were  benefaftors  to  the  building  of  the  faid 
roof.  The  faitie  may  be  faid  of  the  roof  of  tHi 
body  of  the  church,  the  armories  of  many  gen* 
tlemen  being  painted  on  thefe  raftors  likewife,  in 
comniemoration  of  their  relbeftive  benefa£tors« 
In  that  fpacious  window  at  the  South  end  of  the 
crofs,  of  broad  ile,  ftill  remains  the  lord  f  Aud- 
Ijby's  arms  in  fine  condition,  being,  firll  and  fourth 
rwjr,  a  frety  topaz ;  fetond  and  third  ertnine^  a 
chMTon^  ruby.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  no 
precaution  has  been  taken  to  preferve  it,  by  fomc 
wire-work  on  the  outfide  as  hath  been  done  by 
that  belonging  to  Mr.  Wilbraham  and  fome  others. 
In  this  part  of  the  ile  are  feveral  monuments  re- 
maining belonging  to  the  family  of  Wilbraham 
of  Town*s-end ;  one  of  Thomas  Wettenhall,  efq, 
and  another  of  Mr.  Davenpoi't,  fon  of  SirHu^ 
Davenport,  but  none  of  them  magnificent :  and 
here  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  David  Craddock,  knight  5 
there  is  no  infcription  at  prefent  upon  it,  though 
probably  there  might  have  been  at  the  time  of  itt 
eredion,  but  the  whole  tomb  is  much  mutilated 
and  defaced,  fo  that  the  arms  belonging  to  the  fa» 
mily  are  not  difcoverable,  yet  the  Ihape  oif  the  et 

t  The  prcfcnt  family  name  is  Touchct  (Earl  of  CaMc  Ha- 
ven in  Ireland).  Thistamity  received  their  honours  vAd  hnrjie 
pofleiHoni  from  the  Aadleys  or  Aldithleys,  as  it  was  fooietiiMa 
formerly  written,  a  family  very  early  ennobled  by  a  marria^ 
whli  Joan  e(deft  filter  to  Nicholaa  ths  laft  lord  Audleyof  that 
nsme,  who  died  about  the  latter  end  of  Richard  II.  orthe.be-' 
ginnmg  of  Henry  IV. 

cutcheons 
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cutcheons  remains.  The  family  arms,  as  noticed 
by  King,  are  argent^  on  a  cbevron^  azure^  thrcp 
rari  or.  "When  he  died  is  not  known,  but  he  wm^ 
living  about  the  year  1375,  as  appears  by  the  , 
grant  of  ten  fhops  made  unto  him  by  one  Williafl) 
Wildbor,  this  tomb  is  built  of  common  ftoncj 
the  effigies  of  Sir  David  is  of  alabafter  in  complcCf 
iUTOOur,  his  helmet  open,  his  hands  uplifted  in  f 
praying  form,  his  head  refls  upon  a  lamb,  and  a 
lion  fejant  is  placed  at  his  feet.  By  thefe  circump 
ftinces,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  heralds,  bp 
flu>uld  have  fallen  in  battle  on  that  fide  which  way 
vanquifhed.  In  the  North  corner  of  this  ile  near  Cp 
the  ydtry-table  is  affixed  a  monumental  pidute^irf' 
Mr.  Thomas  Church,  and  of  Ann  his  wife,  of 
the  Mainwaring  family,  put  up  Anno  Dom.  1634I 
Tl)e  expreffion  has  oy  fome  cohnoiiTeurs  beoEi 
deemed  to  be  mafterly  and  the  colouring  fine,  but 
much  injured  by  one  who  undertook  to  refrefh  and 
clean  it  fome  few  years  ago.  .We  now  enter.thc 
body  of  the  church :  upon  the  North  wall  near 
the  entrance  from  the  broad  ile  is  a  fmall  monu- 
ment ereded  by  Geofry  MinfhuU  of  Stoke,  cfq. 
to  the  memory  of  his  anceftors,  and  near  the  pul- 
pit on  the  fame  fide  is  another  erefted  by  Eliza- 
beth relia  of  Richard  Minfliull,  gent,  (which 
Elizabeth  was  fitter  to  Thomas  Wilbraham,  efo. 
the  elder)  to  the  memory  of  her  faid  hulbani 
Nigh  unto  the  pulpit,  as  it  now  ftands,  is  the  buri- 
al-place belonging  to  the  family  of  Glutton,  which 
heretofore  went  by  the  name  of  St.  George's  Cha- 
pel, and  in  this  chapel  Margaret  Leech,  widow, 
by  her  laft  will,  bearing  date  in  1545,  appointed 
her  body  to  be  buried.  This  gentlewoman  dwelt 
in  the  Wellh-Row,  in  the  *  Porch-houfe  adjoining 

*  tJpon  this  fcite  are  now  ere£led  the  elegant  ilables  of  Mr. 
Henrj  Tomkinion. 

Fulf- 
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Fuifhurft-lane,  which  houfe  was  fometime  the  in- 
heritance of  Henry  Wetienhall  of  Dorfold,  in 
the  time  of  Edward  IV. 

The  arms  of  this  gentleman  were  in  the  win- 
tlow,  next  and  oppodte  to  the  laid  chapel  of  St. 
George;  and  denoted  his  interment  in  the  faid 
rhapel.  It  is  faid,  there  was  another  chapel  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  church,  direftly  oppofite  tQ 
this,' but  not  known  by  what  name  it  was  called, 
npr  towhom  it  belonged,  probably  St.  Nicholas's, 
for  that  great  antiquary  Brown  Willis  fays  the 
church  itfelf  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St. 
Nicholas,  blithe  is  certainly  miftaken,  becaufe  it 
is  not  called  by  any  other  name  than  St.  Mary  in 
any  deeds  or  records  •,  and  miftakes  of  this  fort 
have  fometimes  arifen  by  calling  churches  them* 
felves'  after  fome  particular  chapels  contained  in 
rfiem,  \ve  have  noted  birfore  that  there  was  another 
chapel  in  the  broad  i)e  called  St.  Mary's,  and  here 
I  oinnot  help  thinking  that  from  this  very  circum- 
ftance  of  there  being  a  chapel  called  St.  Mary's  at 
Nantwich  within  the  church,  and  the  church  itfelf 
bearing  the  fame  name,  hath  fprung  that  miftaken 
opinion  that  our  church  was  only  a  chapel  of  eafe 
to  that  of  Afton. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  pillar  is  erefted  a  fmall 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Margaret  and  Eliza- 
beth Wright,  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Richard 
Wright,  gent. 

On  the  South  fide  of  the  body  of  the  church 
entering  into  the  crofs  ile  was  *  a  monument  fet  up 
by  the  right  worfliipful  Sir  Randle  Crewe,  knight, 
late  Lord  Chief  Jufticc  of  England,  to  the  hap- 
py memory  of  John  Crewe,  gent,  father  of  the 
laid  Sir  Randle  and  of  Sir  Thomas  Crewe,  knight, 

•  This  monument  upon  the  ereftion  of  the  Soath  gallery 
Wtt  Ukcn  down :  The  icmiiins  of  it  arc  in  the  old  y^ry, 

fer* 
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fiSijeant-at^law  to  king  James  I.  which  Sir  Tho- 
iruiS)  out  of  his  affeftionate  refped  to  the  place  of 
his  birth,  gave  the  inheritance  of  fome  iee-fanu 
rents  in  Bugiawton,  amounting  to  28  pounds  per 
annum  ac  that  time,  to  the  poor  in  the  Hofpital- 
ftrect  in  Nantwich,  which  is  now  increaftd  by  fc- 
yeral  augmentations.  On  a  window  on  the  South 
$de  the  body  of  the  church,  ftill  remain  the  arms 
of  the  Eardfwick  family,  formerly  of  great  note 
til  this  neighbourhood,  but  removed  from  thefe 
puts  to  Sanden  in  Staffbrdfhire :  they  are,  or^  on 
a  chevron  gides  five  bezants  ^  with  a  fcroll  on  the 
dbutcheon,  with  the  words  Richard  Eardfwick, 
Maigarer,  1338,  being  the  earlieft  date  extant  in 
the  church.  This  Mr.  Eardfwick  was  a  gentle- 
man of  great  and  ancient  extraction,  being  de- 
fcended  in  a  direA  male  line  from  Hugo  de  Vernon, 
the  firft  baron  of  Shipbrooke ;  and  the  faid  Mar- 

firet  his  wife,  from  William  de  Malbenge,  the 
rft  baron  of  Nantwich,  being  the  only  child  of 
Sir  James  Stafford,  whofe  mother  Adila,  was  the 
only  daughter  of  William,  the  grandfon  of  William 
de  Malbenge,  baron  of  Nantwich. 

The  body  of  this  fpacious  church  is  almoft  a 
fquare,  having  galleries  on  all  fides  ;  thofe  on  the 
North  and  South  are  modern  ereftions,  the  feats  of 
which  are  handfome,  commodious,  and  uniform, 
cfpecially  the  front  ones  of  both  are  large  and 
roomy,  and  lined  with  green  cloth.  The  roof  co- 
vered outwardly  with  lead,  and  curioufly  conftruc- 
ted  of  wood  within,  is  fupported  by  twelve  largp 
pillars  branching  out  into  fpacious  and  noble  ar« 
ches,  which  are  Itrengthened  by  fmaller  ones,  abut- 
ting from  the  main  wall  and  joining  to  the  larger. 
On  the  front  of  the  Weft  gallery,  which  was  built 
in  1626',  are  painted  on  the.pannels  fifteen  ancient 
coats  of  arms ;  the  feven  firft  belong  to  the  earls  of 
Chefter,  Who  governed  Chefhirc  with  little  left 
•  ViDL.  I.  4  G  tiiaii 
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than  kingly  authority  for  the  fpace  of  147  years, 
from  William  the  Conqueror  ta Henry  III.  The 
other  eight  coats  are  thole  of  the  great  barons 
created  by  the  faid  earls. 

Thefe  barons  had  their  free  courts  of  all  plefts 
and  plaints,  except  thole  pleas  which  belonged  to 
'the  earrs  fword,  and  were  bound,  in  the  times  of 
'war  in  Wales,  to  find  for  every  knig^t*^  fee  one 
horfe  with  caparifon  and  furniture  (or  two  with- 
out) in  the  divifions  of  Cheihire  i  alfo  that  th/eir 
knights  and  freeholders  fhall  have  corfelets  and 
habergeons  to  defend  the  lands  with, their  own-  bo- 
dies, as  the  county  often  fuflfered  greatly  from.tKe 
eatcurfions  of  the  Wellh :  Once  in  particular,  when 
Ranulph  de  Vernon  the  4th  earl  was  a  c^tiye  in 
the  caltle  of  Lincoln  ;  taking  advantage  of  tbat 
brave  man's  misfortune,  they  made  dreadful  ra- 
vages over  all  the  adjacent  paits,  but  at  length 
fuffered  a  total  defeat  at  Nantwich.  Over  the 
porch  on  the  South  fide  of  the  church  is  a  fquare 
room,  wherein  formerly  Itood  a  cheft  with  three 
locks,  for  the  fafe  keeping  of  tlic  records  and  evi- 
dences concerning  the  church,  which  was  removed 
into  the  vellry  ;  which  cheft,  or  the  roon)  over  the 
porch  where  it  ftood,  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  Trea- 
fury  of  cur  Lady  mentioned  in  the  fchedule  of  ufiss 
annexed  to  the  feofiment,  made  by  one  Raiidle 
Dykes,  for  the  maintenance  of  an  obiit.  But 
f  jme  prcphane  and  faci  ilegicus  hand  hath  robbed 
the  church  of  her  trealure  and  her  records^  for 
wantx)f  which,  v/e  know  fo  little  of  her  antiqui- 
ties. This  room  is  now  fet  apart  for  a  library 
for  the  ufe  of  the  neighbouring  clergy,  and*'%r- 
mlhed  with  books  in  divinity.  The  dimi^ii- 
fions  of  this  church  will  fuflicicntly  fpeak  its 
magnificence,  being  from  the  Weft  door  to  the 
chancel  end  155  feet  2  inches,  the  breadth  to  form 
the  crols  9S  feet  2  inches,  the  body  pi^,Jthc  fi^)^^ 

73  feet 
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73  feet  6  inches  long,  and  57  feet  broad,  the 
broad  lie  98  feet  2  inches  long,  the  breadth  28 
feet  t  inches,  the  chancel  51  feet  long  and  24  feet 
10  inches  wide,  the  height  of  the  fteeple  100  feet 
ftnd  Ibmething  more  ;  the  whole  fabrick  is  covered 
with  lead  (except  the  veftry)  and  embattled  all 
about}  the  battlements  and  buttrefTes  garnifhed 
liirith  lofty  pinnacles,  and  (to  the  praife  of  the  ar- 
chitedb  be  it  fpoken)  no  clefts  or  rents  to  be  dif- 
ceniod  throughout  the  whole  fabrick,  although  it 
ftands  upon  Iprings.  In  a  word,  all  that  can  be 
iriihed  is,  that  the  founder,  wlioever  he  was,  had 
endowed  it  with  maintenance  anfwerable  to  the 
ftro&ure,  and  that  the  records  had  been  more  care- 
BAlj  kept,  whereby  it  might  appear  when  and 
i^  whom  this  magnificent  ftrufture  was  built.  It 
IS  afmall  rcdory,  containing  in  its  parochial  bound 
the  four  rural  townfhips  of  Alvandefton,  Wool- 
fton-Wood,  Leighton,  and  part  of  Willafton, 
which  townfhips  contain  fcarce  more  than  30 
houfes.  The  living,  exclufive  of  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  inhabitants  (which  is  a  very 
difagrceable  mode  of  augmentation)  is  not  con- 
liderabk,  part  of  the  tithes  being  in  lay  hands; 
this,  in  fome  meafure,  may  be  accounted  for  from 
the  following  circumftance  :  In  the  year  1133, 
Hugh  de  Malbank  appropriated  both  Afton  and 
Nantwich  church  (or  chapel,  as  he  is  picafcd  to 
call  it)  to  his  newly  erefted  abbey  of  Combcrmere. 
Soth  churches  became  thereby  ftript  of  a  confider- 
ablc  portion  of  their  revenues,  and  ever  after  our 
diarch  was  fuppiicd  with  a  curate  appointed  by  the 
tfbbot,  with  fuch  a  ftipcnd  as  he  was  pleaicd  to 
allow.  Upon  the  outward  Wcfl:  end  of  this  church, 
18  a  dial  of  a  fingular  conllrudion  ;  its  form  is  or- 
'bicular,  and  within  the  orb  at  the  top  is  a  fun 
rayon'anc  (as  the  heralds  term  it),  from  which  de- 
pmds  a  label  with  this  infer! ption  :  Solem  quis  dicere 
"^  4  G  2  falftnn       j 
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falfum  audeat.  And  in  the  border  rouud  the  top, 
another,  to  wit,  Hcnor  DoMIn&frg  p^popVLo 
s  Vofarta.  The  letters  which  overtop  the  rtlt  iwre 
meant  to  denote  the  date  of  its  erection,  and  is  the 
manner  in  which  the  wit  of  thole  days  was  frequent- 
ly difplaved  ;  for  being  numerals,  when  added  to- 
gether, they  produce  1 66 1 .  The  wonis  then,  pace 
fapidofuo  parta^  have  undoubtedly  a  reference  to 
the  Reftoration  of  Charles  II.  who  was  qrowned 
on  the  23d  of  April  (St.  Georges  day)  i66i. 

We  are  now  got  into  the  church-yard,  which  be- 
ing planted  with  trees,  and  having  feveral  good 
buildings  round  it,  ha;h  much  the  appearance  of  a 
fpacious  fquare.  The  re£tor*s  houk  is  a  genteel 
brick  fabrick,  built  by  Dr.  Brooke,  dean  of  Chef- 
ter,  and  re&or  of  Nantwich,  towards  ifhich  (in 
confideration  of  his  great  merit,  and  the  s^fic£tionatc 
regard  borne  him)  nis  parifhioners  largely  contri- 
buted. Entering  the  church  from  the,church-yard, 
wc  now  defcend,  though  it  is  certain,  our  anceftors 
afcended  ibme  fleps  into  it :  and  in  digging  graves, 
pavements  and  grave-ftoncs  havq  lx:cn  dilcovered 
at  the  depth  of  two  yards  or  more.  Though  the 
church-yard  is  a  very  large  one,  and  feemin^y  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  interment  of  all  the  dead,  yet  that 
illaudablc  cuftom  prevails  here,  of  burying  within 
the  church  ;  but  thefe  graves  are  not  very  eligible 
ones,  for  fcarce  are  they  got  a  foot  below  the  fur- 
face,  but  the  coffins  are  immerfed  in  water. 

Before  I  proceed  to  other  matters,  it  may  be 
proper  now  to  difcufs  the  qucftion.  Whether  the 
church  of  Nantwich  was  ever  a  chapel  of  eafe  to 
the  church  of  Afton  ?  I  hold  the  negative  opinion. 
Firil  then  let  us  fee  what  conftitutes  a  pariih- 
church,  and  if  ours  is  found  to  have  always  pof- 
feflcd  the  neccffary  requifites,  we  may  confidently 
conclude  Nantwich  church  was  nevc;r  4  chape}.  Co 
that  of  Adon ;  this  I  ihall  endeayp^r,  to  proves  • 

In 
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r^  in  the  primitive  church  of  the  EnglifhSaxons^pa* 
rHhes  were  limited  only  in  regard  to  theminiftering  . 
^rcibytery,  who  had  their  limits  afligned  them  by 
the  biihop,  and  not  m  regard  to  parochial  profits ; 
for  in  thofe  times  the  whole  profit  of  each  diocefs 
made  a  common  treafure  to  be  dilpolixl  of  by  the 
balhop  and  his  clergy ;  but  afterwards,  when  deVo* 
tion  grew  to  a  higher  pitch,  divers  laymen  of  the 
bcft  quality  built  churches,  and  endowed  them 
with  peculiar  maintenance  for  the  incumbent,  who 
ihould  thereirfide;  which  maintenance,  with  other 
ccdefiaftie'  profits  which  came  to  the  hands  of  eve- 
ry futh  ievieral  incumbent,  was  by  this  meahs  te- 
'ftrtuned  from  the  common  treafury  of  the  diocefs, 
and  annexe  ta  the  particiflar  church  fo  fbunded  i 
and  out  of  thefe  lay-fbundktiohs' chiefly  came  thbfe 
•  kind  o^arifhes  which  at  tbkday  are  me  very 'qib^ 
cefs.  The  firft  exprefs  limitation  of  profits  to  be 
given  to  this  or  that  church,  is  in  the  laws  of  king 
ixlgar,  Anno  970,  where  there  is  a  threefold  divi- 
fion  of  churches.  The  firft  is  called  Senior  Ecclefia^ 
or  the  Mother  Church ;  the  fecond,  a  church  that 
had  a  place  for  burial ;  the  third,  a  church  with- 
out a  place  for  burial.  Where  it  is  ordained,  that 
a  man  not  having  entered  a  church  of  his  own,  fhould 

Eay  his  tithes  to  the  next  mother  church  where  he 
eard  God's  fcrvice.  And  that  the  other  churches 
might  not  be  over  impovcrifhed  by  thofc  oi  later 
foundation,  the  founders  of  churches  whereto  the 
right  of  fepulture  was  annexed,  were  to  fettle  aboye 
a  third  part  of  their  tithes  upon  their  new  built 
churches.  But  thcfe  new  ereftions  in  old  parifhes  bred 
newdivifions,  and  by  connivance  of  the  times  became 
whole  parifhes.  For  the  right  of  fepulture  was, 
and  regularly  is,  a  charafter  of  aparilh  church,  or 
ealefiay  as  it  is  commonly  diflinguifhed  from  ca- 
fella  a  chapel.  And  a  quare  impedit  brought  for  a 
church,  wherethedefcndant  pretended  it  to  be  but  a 

chapel. 
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cbapel,  the  UTue  was  not  fo  much,  whether  it  wen 
church  or  chapel,  as  whether  or  no  it  had  baptifie^ 
rium  itfepultura.  For  if  it  had  the  right  of  ad- 
miniftration  of  facraments  in  it,  and  fepultureialib, 
then  it  differed  not  from  a  parilh-church.  Thofc 
other  churches,  which  in  Edgar's  laws  arc  fpoken 
of,  which  had  no  places  of  burial,  are  thofe  which 
at  this  day  are  called  chapels  of  eafe,  built  for  ora- 
tories, but  not  diminiihing  any  thing  of  the  mother 
church's  profit.  Thus  Ipeaks  the  learned  Selden. 
1?rom.  which  I  conceive  it  clear,  that  Nantwich 
church,  which  always  pofleflcd  the  diftinguilhing 
requifites,  was  i  prindpii  a  parifh  church,  and  ne- 
ver a  chapel  of  eale  to  that  of  Adon  \  I  mean  not 
however  to  fay  that  A^on  was  not  the  older  church; 
it  might  he  fo,  and  till  fuch  time  as  this  was  built, 
no  doubt,  according  to  the  laws  then  eftablilhed, 
the  inhabitants  of  Nantwich,  and  the  neighbouring 
villages,  paid  their  tithes  to  it,  as  being  the  next 
mother  church ;  but  after  Nantwich  church  was 
built  (which  was  before  Hugh  Malbank  built  the 
abbey  of  Combermcre,  though  in  his  grant  he  paiTeth 
it  by  the  name  of  capella)  it  is  more  than  probable, 
the  founder,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  thofe  times, 
endowed  the  new  built  church  with  fome  portion 
of  the  tithes  that  were  formerly  paid  to  the  church 
of  Afton,  namely,  befidcs  the  tithes  of  the  town, 
thole  of  Alvandelton,  Willafton,  WooUlon-Wood, 
and  Leighton,  which  lay  near  and  convenient  to 
this  new  built  church,  and  furtheft  off  from  Ac- 
ton ;  and  fo  made  it  a  parilh.  'Tis  not  probable 
that  a  church  almoft  as  large  as  a  cathedral,  that 
had  a  dean  and  fix  priefls  belonging  to  it,  that  had 
a  right  of  fepulture  and  the  facraments,  ftiould  be 
a  chapel  of  eafe  to  another,  in  whofe  jurifdi6fcion  or 
deanery  that  other  lay.  The  deed  made  by  Ro- 
bert, fon  of  Robert  de  Hextal  (long  before  Ri- 
chard the  Second,  in  whofe  dme  theabbof  of  Com* 

bermerc 
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j^^QXicre  pretended  a  title  thereto,  as.  being  a  cha- 
pel annexed  to  Adon)  proves  its  exerciling  the 
adminiftration  of  the  facraments  by  the  g^unt  of 
certain  lands  for  the  health  of  his  foul»  and  the 
ibuls  of  his  friends.     Deo  ef  beai^e  Adarite,  et  ficck- 
fi£.  heaia  Marix  de  Vico  Malbano  for  the  mainte- 
aance  of  a  perpetual  prieft  to  fay  fervic^in  tliefaid 
cburqh,  the  faid  priefl  to  be  eleded  by  bim  and 
liis  heirs,  cum  concilio  et  confenfu  totius  purochiit. 
And  Warrants  the  faid  lands,  Deo  et  altari  beatm 
MariM  esckfi^  predi3*e.     Thus  its  right  of  admi- 
niftering  the  facraments  appears  from  the  wd^r^OitiBg 
diefe  lands  to  the  altar,  and  the  word  eccl^a  &ews 
it  to  be  a  church  and  not  a  chapel.     And  that  'tt 
bd  an  undoubted  right  of  fepulture  before  rthe 
abbot's  claim,  the  2  ad  of  Richard  the  $econd,  is 
proved  as   well  by  the  monument  of  Sir  David 
Craddock,  knight,  who  lies  buried  in  the  crois  ile; 
and  that  it  was  pofTefled  of  this  right  btibre  the  foun- 
dation of  Combermere,  appears  by  the  houfes  aad 
ppfleilions  of  tlie  difiblved  abbey,  which  are  upon 
the  churchryard,  a  fpacious  fpot  of  ground  within 
the  very  heart .  of  the  abbot's  fee,  but  no  part  of 
it  i  I  fay  my  point  is  proved  by  tb^fe  evidence.*, 
as  likewife  by  numerous  other  deeds  ftiii  extiin$9 
but  too  many  to  be  here  cited,  one  will  be  luifici- 
cut  for  the  ,p  urpofc. 

A  'Tf'afijlatlon  of  a  Deed  proving  Nantwicb" 
Church  to  be  a  Parjjb-Churcb  and  not  a 
.  Chapel. 

**  T^O  our  well  beloved  children  in  Chrift  as 
"  X  well  as  known.  William  Howe  and  Sy- 
**  byll  his  wife,  with  all  others  wbatfoever.  We,. 
^^  William  Rudduck  and  William  i.ynch,  Hew-' 
^*  ardjs  of  the  guilds  or  fraternities  .of  Wich-Mal- 

bank. 
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^  bank,  lawfully  deputed,  fend  greeting,  that  hf 
^^  the  prayers  and  fuffra^  of  the  faints  ye  maj 
««  obtain  celeftial  joys.  Forafmuch  as  out  of  the 
^^  floods  beftowedf  upon  you,  ye  have  munificent** 
^^  ly  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  guilds 
^^  aforefaid,  and  fix  priefts  daily  to  officiate  in 
*^  the  church  of  the  Blefled  Mary,  in  Wich-Mal* 
^  bank  aforefaid,  for  their  brethren  and  fifters» 
^  alive  and  dead  •,  we  admit  you  to  the  partici* 
^  pacioA  of  all  the  mafles  which  in  tne  laid 
^*  church  {hall  be  cdlebrated,  and  to  all  other 
^  works  and  fuffrages,  which  by  our  brethren 
^  are  performed,  by  the  tenour  of  thefe  prefents 
^*  in  life  as  well  as  death.  Farther  grantins^ 
**  that  after  death,  your  fouls  fhatl  be  commend* 
*^  ed  and  offered  by  the  prayers  of  the  faints, 
•*  priefts,  and  brethren  ot  the  guild  aforefaid; 
**  mafles,  exequies,  and  prayers  being  performed 
**  for  them  as  for  other  your  brethren  deceafed, 
"  is  accuftomed  to  be  done.  In  witnefs  whereof, 
*•  the  leal  of  our  faid  office  is  hereunto  appinded. 
**  Dated  the  8th  day  of  January,  1461." 

That  it  was  an  ancient  deanery  is  proved  by  a 
deed  made  by  the  faid  Hextal,  to  which  Nicholas 
Ademet,  then  dean,  was  a  witneis  %  and  to  cor* 
roborate  which,  an  authentic  copy  of  the  laft  will 
of  William  Kettle,  of  Burwardfley,  which  is  at* 
tefted  to  be  proved  before  the  dean  of  Wich-Mal* 
bank,  in  the  faid  church  of  Wich-Malbank,  on 
the  4th  of  November,.  1361,  is  preferved  among 
the  papers  of  an  ancient  and  worthy  family  of  this 
town.  What  churches  were  within  his  jurifdic- 
tion  may  be  found  in  a  catalogue  of  the  benefice^ 
in  Chclhire,  taken  out  of  a  MS.  in  St.  John*s  li- 
brary in  Cambridge,  tod  publiihed  by  King,  in 
his  Vale-Royal.  Tis  true,  in  that  catalogue  no 
mention  is  madepf  Nantwich  church,  yet  any  ar- 
gument drawn  from  that  circumftancc,  to  inva- 
lidate 
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Jidate  its  title  of  a  church,  mufl  be  feeble  and  ill- 
gfbundcd,  for,  neither  is  there  mention  made,  or 
notice  taken,  of  Baddeley,  or  Minfhull,  whofe  title 
of  parifli-xhurches  was  never  difputed;  nor  is  the 
plb^ochial  chapel  of  Wrcnbury  in  that  catalogue: 
fothat  this  proves  nothing  but  the  very  remote  an- 
tiquity of  the-  MS.  or  the  dcfedlive  intelligence 
0*  the  author  refpefting  this  point.     It  may  be  no 
improper  queftion  to  aik  the  abettors  of  that  opi- 
nion, who  hold  this  church  to  have  been  a  chapel 
of  cafe  to  Afton,  When,  and  upon  what  account, 
came  it  to  be  difmembcred  ?  Tranfaftions  of  this 
kind  arc  of  known  and  public  notoriety;  and  fomc 
lights  of  fuch  a  bufmefs  would  undoubtedly  have 
remained,  had  fuch  an  event  ever  happened.     If 
an  aflfair  of  this  fort  had  been  tranfaded  in  the 
tiane  of  the  Normans,  we  Ihould  not  now,  I  ap- 
prehend,  be  ignorant  of  it :  their  charters,  grants, 
and  other  public  afts  -,  tlieir  founding  of  churches, 
abbeys,  and  monafteries,  &c.  are  generally  known 
and  preferved  -,  from  whence  we  may  conclude, 
that  Nantwich  was  never  a  chapel  of  cafe  to  the 
church  of  Aftdn  j  though  it  had  been  deemed  fo 
by-  fome,  upon-fcccounc   of  that  writ  which  the 
abbot  of  Combermcre  obtained  from  that  weak 
prince,  Richard  II.  in  the  time  of  his  diftrcfs, 
when  he  began  to  pay  his  court  to  the  powerful 
churchmen  ift' order  to  conciliate  their  afFedaons, 
as  one  probable  method  towards  rcinltating  his 
difordered'affalrs :  for  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
this  writ  bears  date  in  the  laft  year  of  that  king's 
reign^  whofe  ill  government,  efpecially   towards 
the  latter  end  of  it,  much  dircontcnicd  his  fub- 
je£ti ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondcj-cd  at,  if  to  re- 
deem their  opinion,  efpecially  the  churchmens,  he 
condefcended  in  fo  fmall  a  matter,  as  about  this 
time  he  had  occafion  to  ufe  their  purfcs  to  fiirnilh 
his  expedition   into  Ireland,  and  bearing  an  ef- 
VoL.  I.  4  H  pecial 
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pecial  favour  to  his  fubjefts  in  Chefhire,  who  ge 
nerally  compofcd  his  guard :  upon  which  accouiil 
it  is  prefumed,  the  abbot,  at  fo  critical  a  juniShire 
more  eafily  obtained  his  defire ;  notwithftanciijii 
which,  he  feenis  to  have  his  doubts  refpe&ingdii 
validity  of  his  title,  frequently  fpeaking  in  du 
bious  language,  calling  it  at  one  time  a  church 
at  another  a  chapel. 

Nantwich  hath  felt  at  various  times  the  fevcn 

difpenfations  of  Providence.    The  particulars 

ftances  whereof  that  are  found  recorded,  are  thdfi 

which  follow :  In  the  year  1438,  it  fuffercd  great. 

ly  by  fire,  but  much  more  deplorably  in  the  yeai 

1583,  which  was  in  the  twenty-fixth  of  Elizabet|i< 

a  moft  dreadful  one  confumed  in  one  night  all  the 

dwellings  from  the  river's  fide  to  the  other  fitk 

of  the  church,  but  that,   with  the  fchool-houfi 

which  is  in  the  church-yard,  by  the  good  provi- 

dence  of  the  Almighty,  efcaped  the  ravages  of  the 

devouring  flames.     It  broke  out  on  the  lothday 

of  December,  through  the  negligence  of  fome  in- 

difcrect  perfons  who  were  brewing  in  a  place  calK 

cd  the  Waterlode,  and  being  carelefsly  left  tpdc 

hold  of  fome  thatch  -,  for  though  there  are  many 

good  brick  edifices  in  the  town,  yet  the  houm 

are  generally  built  of  timber  with  thatched  roo6, 

and  were  indeed  moftly  fo  at  that  time.     The 

flames  catching  the  thatch,  or  fome  draw,  or  fudi 

light  matter,  burft  forth  to  the  roof  of  the  houfe, 

and  in  a  (hort  fpace  of  time  (the  wind  being  South 

Weft)  the  flames  were  difperfed  fo  furioufly  into 

the  South  part  of  the  town,  that  in  a  ftiort  fpace 

a  great  part  of  that  quarter  and  a  confiderabk 

part  of  the  Eaft^fide  were  burnt  down  to  the 

ground.     The  fire  began  at  fix  o'clock  in  the 

evening,  and  continued  till   fix  o'clock  in   tho 

morning  following  •,  having  confumed  more  than 

two  hundred  hou&,  befides  brew-houfes,  bams, 

(tables. 
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ftablel,  and  other  buildings,  in  the  whole  abouc 
fix  hundred,  among  which  were  feven  confidera- 
bleinns,  namely,  the  Ship,  the  Cock,  the  Bell,  the 
Cnue,  the  Hart's  Horn,  the  Swan,  and  the  Bear.   . 

In  the  year  1596,  the  reduced  troops  who  had 
ierved  under  the  earl  of  Eflex  in  the  expedition 
wainft  Cadiz,  brought  the  flux  with  them  into 
Uig^iand  upon  their  return,  which  deftroyed  num- 
bers of  people.  It  particularly  vifited  Nantwich, 
by  means  of  one  George  Fallowes,  a  reduced  fol- 
dkr  of  .that  army,  and  a  native  of  this  town  (who 
couununicated  the  difordcr  to  the  inhabitants),  by 
which  himielf  and  a  confiderable  number  of  them 
were  cut  off. 

Eight  years  after,  a  calamity  much  more  af- 
flifting  and  dreadful  vifited  this  place.  On  the 
lathdayof  June,  1604,  the  plague  broke  out 
moft  violently,  and  continued  till  the  2d  day  of 
March  following ;  at  which  time,  by  the  Al- 
mighty's gracious  interpofition,  it  ceafed,  having 
in  that  fpace  of  time  deftroyed  betwixt  four  and 
five  hundred  people.  It  ftill  continued  its  ra- 
vages at  Chefter  (from  which  place  it  was  firft 
brought  here),  and  in  moft  other  parts  of  the 
county,  for  which  reafon  Nantwich  having  the 
blefling  of  being  fooner  freed  from  the  infection, 
the  aflizes  were  held  here,  and  the  court  of  exche- 
quer at  the  fame  time  was  removed  to  Tarvin. 
When  this  plague  raged  fo  violently  over  all  the 
kingdom,  or  in  moft  parts  of  it,  and  which  was 
brought  from  Oftend,  and  many  other  places  of 
the  Low-countries,  by  foldiers  returning  from 
thence,  and  by  the  fhips  of  war  lying  long  at  fea, 
hiring  infeded  various  places,  but  chiefly  the 
city,  of  London ;  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants 
foribak  it,  and  retired  into  the  remoter  fhires ;  in 
their  emigrations  they  were  received  (in  fomc 
parts,  indeed)  with  hofpitality  and  kindnefs,  but 
4  H  2    .  in 
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in  moft  places  dcfpitefuUy  ufed,  and  reviled  in  a 
moft  unchriftian  manner,  and  every  relief  denied 
them  either  for  love  or  money ;  and  their  dread- 
ful af&idtions  aggravated  by   being  imputed  to 
them  as  the  juft  and  immediate  judgment  of  God 
inflifted  upon  them  for  their  crying  fins.     It  was 
remarked  upon  this  occafion,  that  thofe  places, 
which  had  humanely  treated  and  kindly  entertained 
the  miferable  wanderers  the  year  before,  when  the 
plague  firft  broke  out  in  London,  were  leaft  of  all 
vifited,  or  fooneft  freed,  from  this  dreadful  evil, 
when  it  fpread  itfelf  into  the  country  this  year. 
May  we  not  hope  then  as  this  place  was  iooner 
releafed  from    tliis  mighty  afflidtion  than  moft 
others  of  the  county,  that  the  inhabitants  ki^ly 
partook  of  that  compaflionate  and  charitable  dit- 
pofition  which  ever  diftinguifhes  the  true  Chriftian, 
and  in  fuch  trying  cafes,  always  indicates  a  firm 
truft  and  confident  reliance  on  the  God  of  mercies. 
Having  been  vifited  with  fire  and  peftiilence, 
the  fword  at  laft  reached  it,  when  mifery  and  dc- 
ftruftion  ftalked  through  the  land  in  the  unhappy 
days  of  king  Charles  I.  yet  did  it  not  fuffer  fo 
much  from  this  laft  difpenfation  of  Providence  as 
,  in  the  former ;  notwithftanding  which,  the  cxcef- 
five  fatigue  of  body,  the  terrible  anxiety  of  mind, 
and  the  continual  dread  of  immediate  deftrudion, 
which  apparently  hovered  over  them  when  the 
town  was  befieged  by  lord  Byron's  army  in  1643, 
,  were  no  flight  evils,  but  rendered  them  truly  de- 
plorable  while  thofe  alarming  circumftances  lafted. 
But  not  to  violate  the  rules  of  chronology,  other 
matters  muft  be  firft  treated  of. 

Here  then,  it  may  be  proper  to  fpeak  of  the 
fait- works  of  this  town,  in  their  more  ancient  ftate, 
and  as  they  had  been  when  honoured  with  a  royal  vifit 
in  the  perfon  of  king  James  I.  The  Wellh  of  the 
North  parts  have  always  been,  and  ftill  are,  fup* 

plied 
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j^icd  inth  this  ufeftil  article  of  lifi  from  hence.* 
Tlbrir  commerce  however  was  not  always  of  the 
friendly  kind,  for  they  have  frequently  infeflod 
dMfepArt^,  committing  many  dangerous  a£b  ctf 
heftitity,  whenever  they  had  power  or  opporto^ 
tkf.    They  called  the  town  Hellath  Wen,  or  the 
Wkite-pit,  and  Henry  III.  in  order  to  diftrds 
dieai,  caufed  thefe  pits  to  be  (topped  up  for  fome 
dole.'    Thefe  fair-works  were  formerly  more  nu-^ 
merous  perhaps  than  in  moft  places  of  England^ 
fitoplyiiiqg  all  the  adjacent  countries,  and  all  North-  - 
-  W«c»9  befides  large  quantities  exponed  to  Ire- 
iMd  and  to  many  foreign  parts.    In  the  rdgn  of 
qiMlb£li2abeth  diis  town  contained  two  hundred 
ttd'fizteeii  falt-works,  of  fix  leads- walling  each^- 
wMdi  are  now  reduced  to  two  works  of  five  lai^  - 
pMi  of  wrought  iron.     This  great  diminution  of 
trade  is  owing  to  various  caufes ;  fuch  as  the  dif^ 
cover^  of  new  falt-fprings  in  the  adjacent  places, 
at  which  works  have  been  erefced  -,  the  fupcrior 
advantages  arifing  from  the  navigations  at  North- 
wich,  and  Winsford,  near  Middlewich.     Another 
cauie  may  probably  be  afligned  from  the  frequent 
deftruftion  by  fire  in  the  works  of  this  town, 
fourteen  of  which,  in  the  memory  of  perfons  lately 
living,  having  been  deftroyed  in  one  day ;  and  ic 
is  well  known,   that  lai^e  trafts  of  now  vacant 
ground,  upon  both  fides  of  the  river,  in  our  grand- 
fathers days  were   covered  with  numerous  falt- 
works ;  and  in  thefe  places  lai^  pieces  of  timber, 
with  the  vifible  marks  of  fire  upon  them,  have 
been  frequently  dug  up.     The  duty  paid  yearly 
at  thefe  works   amounts  to  near  five  thoufand 
pounds;   and  the  whole  diftrift   (including  the 
works  at  Lawton,  and  the  fmall  one  at  Durtwich) 
from  eighteen  to  twenty  thoufand  pounds  commu- 
mbus  amiis. 
It  was  in  the  month  of  Augufl,  161 7,  that  his 

majefty 
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majcfty  king  James  I.  honoured  this  town  witb 
his  royal  prefence.     He  took  up  his  refidence  at 
Town's-End,  the  houfe  of  Thomas  Wilbraham^ 
cfquire  •,  whofc  Ibn  Sir  Roger  Wilbraham,  knight^: 
was  afterwards  mafter  of  rec^uefts  to  the  faid  king^ 
and  very  eminent  in  his  proteflion,  the  law.    King*. 
James,  when  here,  had  the  curiofity  to  vifit  the 
falt-works,  with  which  he  was  highly  pleafed ; 
where  the  whole  procefs  of  converting  the  brine 
into  fait  was  exhibited  before  him,  and  explained 
to  him ;  which  after  having  minutely  examined^ 
he  rewarded  the  workmen  in  a  princely  manner. 
The  next  day  he  was  pleafed  to  appoint  a  fermon 
to  be  preached  before  him,  which  was  performed: 
by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Dodd,  archdeacon 
of  Richmond,  and  to  which  his  majcfty  gave  great 
attention,  and  was  fo  much  affeded  and  pleafed^ 
that  the  king  immediately  appointed  him  one  of 
his  chaplains  in  ordinary.     The  fame  day  an  ora^ 
tion  was  pronounced  before  him  by  one  of  the 
fcholars  of  the  free-fchool,  founded  by  Mefiir. 
John  and  Thomas  Thrufti,  wooU-packcrs  of  the 
city  of  London,  and  natives  of  Nantwich,  with 
which  alfo  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  his 
fatisfaftion,  as  doing  credit  to  the  mafter,  Mr. 
Randal  Kent,  who  had  condudted  this  fchool  with 
great  reputation  to  himfelf  for  the  long  fpace  of 
fifty  years  or  more.     It  is  at  prefent  worthily  fup-- 
plied  by  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Kent,,  who 
fills  his  place  with  great  utility  to  the  town  and 
honour  to  himfelf.     Here  is  alfo  another  fchoo!,- 
where  forty  poor  boys  are  cloathed  and  inftru£bed 
in  F.ngli(h,  and  the  older  part  in  writing,  fup* 
ported  chiefly  by  the  charitable  appointments-  of 
the  family  of  Wilbraham  of  Town's-End,  which 
cloathes  the  boys.     Mr.  Crewe  of  Crewe  hath  gp^ 
neroufly  augmented  the  falary.  They  are  denomi- 

natad 
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iBlw-cmSy  itoRiacap  cf  woolioMrladi  «f 
dMC  ccdour^wMcli  char  wean 

Jkfides  die  late-trade  here,  dicre  s$  confidence 
hufiaeA  in  the  flK)e«ide^  and  a  fmaU  maimiaAJi^ 
Pf  4d  gloves )  thcfe  refoeftive  comnxxlitiea  mt 
cmefiy  vendcii  10  the  London  merchants  and  tn^^ 
fltoa.  The  bone-kce  and  knit-fiocking  traded 
iriiicdi  were  heretofore  confiderabk  ia  this  town^ 
a»  fiov  quite  declined. 

The  river  Weaver,  which  rifes  ftom  .the  i|irin|i 
aboiic  Aidlor,  fix  miks  Weft  ftom  this  town»  is 
hnra  Gonnderable  ftream,  and  is  navigable  at 
Winpfiwd,  ten  miles  below  this  towd^  for  &m 
andr  barges  of  confiderabk  burthen  %  and  aAor 
umtii^  with  and  receiving  feveral  other  riven 
md^  litfge  ftnams,  as  the  Dane,:  the  Bolin^  the 
Wheelock,  the  Goit,  and  the  Peoyer,  whkh  artib 
ttincipally  in  the  forcft  of  Macclesfield,  at  Windy^r 
Wefton,  a  littk  below  Frodfliam,  meeting  witk 
the  Meriey,  enlarged  by  the  Irwell  and  its  ftreams^ 
iriuckruns  by  Manchefter,  becomes  fuddenly  a 
aife  broad  i  it  there  yields  up  its  name  to  th& 
BAerfey,  after  a  courfe  of  thirty-three  miles,  aad 
mns  ifico  the  Irifh  fea  at  Liverpool. 

Fully  ienfible  of  the  benefits  accruing  frona 
ooounerce,  and  in  ordeir  more  particularly  to  raiie 
the  decUiung  trade  in  their  fi:aple  conunodityY 
&lt»  by  becoming  partakers  of  the  common  ad-  ' 
vantages  of  navi^tion,  an  ad  of  parliament  was 
nhtaincd  above  forty  years  ago,  to  lengthen  the. 
navigation  of  the  river  Weaver  from  Winsford 
uf  %o  Nantwkh ;  notwithftanding  which,  the  exe- 
cution of  it  has  lain  dormant  to  this  day,  owing 
to.  the  jeakttfies  and  difputes  betwixt  the  inhabit- 
anta  and  the  perfons  employed  to  folicit  the  ad:, . 
who  were  deemed  to  have  aded  too  partially,  in 
favour  of  themfelves,  and  precluding  in  a  great.* 
tatgfiue  UiA  adnrantages  the  other  fubfcribers  io 

the 
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the  cxpcncc  in  obtaining  the  ad  ought  to  have 
enjoyed.  No  doubt  the  town  hath  long  and 
greatly  fufFered  from  this  unfortunate  circum-, 
ftance  •,  however,  it  is  to  be  hoped  this  difadvan- 
t^e  will  in  a  little  time  be  obviated  by  the  new 
Canal  now  cutting  between  the  city  of  Chefter 
and  Nantwich^  a  branch  whereof  is  to  be  extend- 
ed to  the  town  of  Middlewich,  by  which  town  the 
StafFordfhire  Canal  hath  a  communication  with  the 
port  of  Liverpool. 

Before  the  obtaining  of  this  lafl  ad  of  parliament 
for  the  Canal,  the  intereft  of  the  reprefenutive  of 
the  principal  folicitor  of  the  adt  for  making  the 
Weaver  navigable  from  Winsford  to  Nantwich 
was  bought  out  with  a  conliderable  fum. 

Enriched  by  the  proEts,  and  gratefully  fenfible 
of  the  benefits,  accruing  from  the  faline  fprings 
which  fo  copioufly  flow  around  Nantwich,  every  . 
Afcenfion-day  our  pious  anceftors  fung  a  hymn  of 
thankfgiving  for  the  blefling  of  the  brine.     That 
ancient  falt-pit,  called  the  old  Biat  (ever  held  in 
great  veneration  by  the  towns-people,    and  if  a 
tradition,  not  improbable,  may  be  credited,  was 
worked  before  the  entrance  of  the  Romans  into 
Britain),  was  on  that  day  bedecked  and  adorned 
with  green  boughs,  flowers,  and  ribbands,  and  the 
.young  people  had  mufic  and  danced  around  it; 
which  cuftom  of  dancing  and  adorning  the  pit 
continued  till  a  very  few  years  ago.     By  means  of 
the  r;ver  Weaver,  upon  which  water- works  arc . 
erefted,  the  town  is  well  fupplied  with  that  ufeful . 
element  •,  the  fprings  are  alfo  numerous  here,  an4 ' 
the  flireet,  called  the  Welfli-Row,  hath  that  con-  . 
tinual  rivulet  flowing  down  it  which  arilcs  from 
the  pools  at  Dorfold,  lefs  than  one  mile  from    - 
hence,  which  feldom  fails  the  inhabitants  in  the,- 
drieft  fummers. 
I  come  now  to  defcribe  the  remarkable  .iiege 

which  • 
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which  Nantwich  fuftained  in  the  time  of  the  grand 
rebellion. 

FROM  whatever  caufe  it  proceeded,  it  is  cer- 
.  tan  this  town  was  very  early  engaged  in  the 
lebeUion  againft  king  Charles  I.  by  what  means 
is  uncertain  ;  perhaps  by  the  prevailing  intereft  of 
■Sir  William  Brereton,  a  bitter  enemy  to  church- 
|eycrnment.     He  was  one  of  the  knights  of  the 
jhire,  and  at  the  head  of  the  parliament  forces. 
Peter    Venables,    efquire,    and    George   Booth, 
tfquire,  were  alfo  knights  of  the  fhire  m  the  par- 
liament holden  1640. — Before  we  proceed,  let  it 
3uft  be  obierved,  that  this  county  alForded  fome  of 
'the  name  of  Brereton,  who  were  fuiferers  for  their 
loyalty.     In  the  catalogue  of  compounders  /  for 
.'thlelr  cftates,  we  find  William  lord  Brereton  pay- 
ing one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
-pounds  eighteen  ihillings.     And  John  Brereton  of 
-Brereton,  efquire,  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 
To  return.     As  this  town  was  a  garrilbn  of  the 
greateft  ftrength.  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  on  this 
fide  Carlifle,  except  Manchefter,  it  became  an  ob- 
ject of  great  importance  to  the  king's  affairs,  and 
meafures  were  concerted  to  reduce  it  to  obedience. 
Accordingly  the  lord  Grandiibn,  a  little  before 
the  battle  of  Edge-hill  (which  was  fought  on  the 
23d  of  Oftober,    1642),    marched  with  a  good 
body  of  troops  for  this  I'ervice,  which  he  effetled 
by  what  the  military  now  term  a  Coup  dc  Main. 
When  the  royalifts  became  poffefled  of  it,  they 
plundered  it  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  country, 
and  proceeded  lo  far  in  their  fcverities  as  to  hang 
feveral  people  upon  trifling  occafions ;  however 
the  king's  affairs  compelling  him  to  recall  his  out- 
parties   in  order  to  Itrengthen  the  grand  army, 
thefe  troops  quitted  Nantwich,  and  marched  to 
join  the  king  at  Edge-hill.     In  the  mean  time  Sir 
•    Vol.  I.  4  I  William 
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.William  Brereton.reppifefied  it  for  tbe  poiiiametK, 
and  fortified  it  with  mud- walls  and  ditches^  in  the 
bcft  manner  thofe  times  of  haftc  and  confuGon  al- 
lowed, an4  k}ft  no  time  in  vi^ualling  it^.  in  which 
•fcrvice  the  adjacent  country  people  were  very  li- 
beral and  alert,  in  revenge  for  the  impolitic  an^ 
cruel  treatment  of  the  royaliits ;  and  being  rein- 
fotaad  with  the  remains  of  thofe  troops,  which 
were  defeated  by  lord  Byron  at  Middlewicb^  and 
colkAing  ibme  other  fcattered  forces  out  of  Staf- 
.fimiihire  and  Decbyfhire,  refolved  to  defeii4:  the 
town £0  the  laft  extnrmicy  if  it  ihoul^  be.q^ua 
attacked^  which  accordingly  happened-,  for,  ^ 
icing  being  viiftoriou^  at  Eqge-hijil,  aqdthe  ceflar 
tion  of  arms  in  Irdmd  takiri^  place,  the  m^uiji 
tif  Ormond  had  fometime  before  4ifpatched  a  coo- 
fiderable  reinforcement  pf  hprie  wd  ifopt  iwder 
fiir  John  ^afterwards  jbrd)  3yrpn,  an  p^cer  of 
f;fieat  abilities,  who  occupied  the  city  of  Cheftcr, 
which  ftood  firm  to  the  king.  With  thefe  troops^ 
a  very  formidable  body  of  veterans,  ifiurec)  to 
liardfhips  and  defpifiiig  dangers,  conunanded  by 
4Dfficers  of  great  (kill,  courage,  and  experience; 
land  being  alio  lately  infpiriced  by  the  reduction  of 
ieveral  ftrong  places  in  the  neighbourhood,  fuch 
as  Hawarden*  and  Beefton  Caftles,  the  capital 
houfcs  of  Crewe  and  Doddington,  the  churches  of 
Adon  and  Bartomley;  thefe  fuccefles,  together 
with  the  recent  defeat  of  the  parliament's  forces 

*  Hsyvardcn  CftAIe  was  takcD  after  a  fortnigh^f  ficge.-^ 
Beedoii  CalUe  furrendercd  iinmcdiatel/  by  the  treachery  of  one 
of  the  guards,  and  the  cowardice  of  the  gbVembr,  whb  W9$ 
executed  for  it.  Crewe-houfe,  not  fabitikting-  though  twite 
Camnoned  to  furrender,  was  /urioufly  liTaulttd,  but  the  «(- 
failants  were  repulfed  wuh  confidcrable  ]oit;  bat  being  at 
length  in  want  of  ammunition,  and  defpairing  of  relief,  tapi* 
talated  upon  quarter  being  giVen  themi  for  chidr  lives.  Dbd- 
dington-houfe  fobmitted  on  the  firft  fomBkODs,  without  filing 
aflioc. 

near 
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l>ear  Middlewich,  determined  lotd  Byroi)  V>  bc« 
fi^  the  town  in  form»  though  it)  the  depth  of 
winter;  and  accordingly  he  fat  down: before  it  in 
the  firlt  week  in  January,  1643,  and  inunediately 
iibnc  them  the  following  fummons : 

To  the  Comnianders,  Soldiers,   and  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Town  of  Nantwich. 

**  rriHAT  it  may  appear  to  all  the  world,  that 
^*     JL     neither  I,  nor  the  army  under  my  con- 

^.*  duft,  cfcfire  the  blood  or  ruin  of  any  (as  we 

■  *•  have  been  moft  falfely  und  malicioufly  fcanda- 
^  lized  in  that  behalf),  but  that  our  chief  ainui 
^.  and  endeavours  are  to  reduce  the  people  to  their 
*•  obedience  to  his  majefty,  and  fetdc  tne  country 
**  in  peace  without  fhedding  of  blood:     I  have 

•  •*  thought  good,  before  I  engage  myfelf  upon  the 
•*  co^n  to  let  you  know,  ift.  That  I  do  in  his 
«*  majefty's  name  charge  and  command  you  to  dc- 
"  liver  up  the  ftid  town  of  Nantwich,  with  all 
"  the  arms,  artillery,  ammunition,  and  other 
•*.  things  therein,   into  my  hands,  for  his  majc- 

.  **  fty*s  ufe ;  and  that  all  commanders,  foldicrs, 
•*  and  others,  immediately  lay  down  their  arms 
•*  arid  fubniit  to  his  majefty's  mercy.  2d,  I  pro^ 
**  mife  pardon  to  fuch  as  (hall  readily  lay  down 
**  their  arms  and  fubmit,  and  Ihall  give  fafe  con- 
**  duft  to  fuch  as  fhall  defire  to  go  to  their  own 
"  houfes  in  the  country,  and  will  proteft  both 
*'  them  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  in  their 
*^  perfons  and  eftates,  except  fuch  as  his  majefty 
**  hath  excepted.  3d,  If  you  rcfufe  thefe  condi. 
"  tions,  I  fhall,  by  God's  help,  ufe  other  means 
^*  for  the  recovery  of  his  majefty's  rights,  and 
^  vindicating  of  his  and  the  country's  wrongs ; 
'^  whereby,  if  you  and  thofe  many  good  people 

**  who 
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"  who  are  forced  to  be  amon^  you  ftall  pcriihv- 
"  both  your  own  blood  and  theirs  (hall  reft  upon 
"  your  own  heads.  I  am  content  to  allow  two 
"  hours  for  the  return  of  an  anfwer,  and  admit  a 
"  ceflation  of  arms  till  that  time  be  expired.  If 
"  *  you  fend  two  men  of  quality,  the  one  a  foldier, 
"  and  the  other  a  town*s-man,  to  treat  with  me^ 
•"  (or  fuch  as  I  fhall  appoint),  of  the  time  and 
*'  manner  of  the  render  of  the  town,  I  will  give 
*^  fafe  conduft  and  caution  for  their  fafe  return. 

"  JOHN  BYRON/* 

To  this  a  verbal  anfwer  was  returned,  import- 
ing, that  the  town  was  kept  for  the  ufe  of  the 
king  (what  hyprocrify  !)  and  the  parliament,  and 
by  their  fpecial  directions  ;  aiid  that  they  were  re- 
folved  to  Keep  it  againft  him  and  his  forces  fo  long 
as  God  fhould  enable  them.  As  foon  as  this  an- 
fwer was  received,  the  cannonading  the  town  be- 
gan in  a  furious  manner,  not  only  with  cold,  but 
not  bullets  night  and  day  -,  yet  fo  little  execution 
was  done,  that  only  one  man  and  one  woman  were 
killed,  and  a  ftack  of  kids,  at  the  back  of  Mr. 
Wilbraham*s  houfe,  burned  •,  although,  on  the 
17th  of  January,  they  fired  a  hundred  (hot  from 
one  mount  only  againft  the  town  and  its  works. 
Thefe  vigorous  meafures  not  producing  the  defired 
cfFeft,  lord  Byron  was  determined  to  ftorm  the 
town ;  but  before  he  put  his  refolution  into  prac- 
tice  fcnt.  the  following  fummons  : 

To  the  Inhabitants  and  Commanders  of  the 
Town  of  Nantwich. 

"  TTTHEREAS  I  am  certainly  informed,  as 
**  ▼  ▼^^  wellbydiversofthefoldierswhoarenow 
"  my  prifoners,  as  by  fcveral  other  crediuble  per- 

"  Ions, 
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fons,  that  you  are  not  only  in  a  defperate  con^ 
dition,  but  that  the  late  fummons  I  fent  to  the 
town  hath  been  fuppreiTed  and  concealed  from 
the  inliabitanCs  thereof,  and  they  mod  grofsly 
abufed,  by  being  told  that  no  mercy  was  in- 
tended to  be  fhewcd  by  this  army  to  the  town, 
but  that  both  man,  woman,  and  child  (hould 
be  put  to  the  fword  :  I  have  therefore  thought 
fit  onct  more  to  fend  unto  you,  that  the  minds 
of  the  people  with  you  may  be  difpoffcflcd  of 
that  faUe  and  wicked  flander  which  hath  been 
caft  upon  this  army ;  and  I  do  charge  you  (as 
you  will  anfwer  Almighty  God  for  the  lives  of 
thofc  perfons  who  fhall  perilh  by  your  perfidi* 
ous  dealings  with  them)  that  you  impart  and 
publifh  the  laid  fummons  I  fent  to  the  people  • 
with  you,  and  that  you  yield  up  the  town  of 
Nantwich  into  my  hands  for  his  majcfty's  ufe, 
and  fubmit  yourklves  to  his  majelly's  mercy 
which  I  am  willing  to  offer  unto  you.  Though 
I  am  confident  that  neither  of  yourfelvcs,  nor 
by  any  aid  that  can  come  unto  you,  there  is 
any  poffibility  for  you  to  efcape  the  hands  of 
this  army.  If  you  pleafe  to  fend  two  gentlemen 
of  quality  to  me,  the  one  a  commander,  tlie 
other  a  town's-man,  whereby  you  may  receive 
better  facisfadtion,  I  fhall  give  fire  conduil  a.-J 
hoflagc  for  their  return.  1  do  expect  a  pieienc 
anfwer  from  you. 
Jan.  i6th  1643.  "  JOHN  BYRON." 


To  which  the  following  anfwer  was  returned. 
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''  TTT'E  have  received  yo- 

VV     "  do  return  th\^ 
"  reported  or  caufed  tr»  'j 
"  Ihip  or  the  army  i!i 
**  thinking  it  impo.T, 


..i:  fummons  and 

\  ihat  we  never 

: '.  Iiiit  your  lord- 

\\::\\  cruelty,  we 

aicii  andfoldiers 
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T  rrrrn  '.  -Li-j-Miry :  and  if  any  have 
-  vjirmsL  -rm  icxrv  j^,  :c  is  their  own  conceit, 
*"  ^^  ir*  rrsL—,  C'^^xerning  the  pubiifhing  of 
•"  —r"  rTTTtfr  f.:=3cn5,  it  was  publickly  read 
■^^  i^TLT^  rric  izVSezz  and  town's-men  as  your 
-•  Trrrrpttr-  can  inform  you,  and  fincc  that  time 
••  rr^cdudcs  of  copies   have  been  difperfcd  a- 

*  xcngil  the  town's-mcn  and  others,  and  from 

*  none"^hath  it  been  concealed  or  detained.     For 

*  the  delivery  of  this  town ;  we  may  not  with 
•*  jiir  conferences,  credits,  or  reputations,  betrav 
••  diic  truft  rcpofcd  in  us  for  the  maintaining  and 
••  Jdending  this  town  as  long  as  any  ehemy  fhall 
•*  appear  to  offend  it.     Though  we  hie  term«i  trai- 

*  tors  and  hypocrites,  yet  we  hope  and  are  con- 
•*  iident,  God  will  evidence  and  make  known  to 
**  the  world  in  his  due  time  (though  for  the  pre- 
**  tent  we  (hould  fuffer)  our  zeal  for  his  glorj% 
•*  our  unfeigned  and  unfpotted  loyalty  towards 
•*  his  majefty,  and  fincerity  in  all  our  profeffions. 

«  GEORGE  BOOTH." 

Vies  for  fome  time  the  parleying  betwixt  the 

.tjftiLi'!t5  A:^d  the  bcfieged  continued,  and  the  fol- 

■0%^   rv:  V  rrer  was  addreflcd  to  the  garrifon  by  cap- 

.:,'.\  S/.rdT\?rJ*,  a  very  gallant  officer  who  was  flain 

.  *^  ^^-.tcv-^s-Sconccon   the  town-fide  upon  his 

•  •.:v  t  ,*r  ^>At  work  about  three  days  after. 

•  .'  v-c  Officers,  Soldiers,  and  Gcntlennen 
!.i  Nantwich,  thefe. 

\x\  V  o-v.n^  can  inform  you  Afto:i-Church 
"*  s  .V  "x^re  a  prifon,  but  now  free  for 
•*  V  v»r  Mv-t  ;r,>  sto  their  devotions  therein ;  where- 
^  v..  \  vV»ao^l  from  your  incredulity  and  re- 
"  X  ^ '.'  s.^v  »*U  not  forfake  his  anointed.  Let 
'^  -KN  ^v%ir  :t^  ia  a  bad  caufe  dsizzle  your  tytt 

**  any 


;«  ^ny  longer,  but  wipe  away  yovu:  vain  concqits^ 
.**  tliathave  too  long  led  you  into  blind  errgrs« 
'^  Loch  I  am  to  undertake  the  trouble  of  per* 
.V  fuadi|ig  you  into  pbedi^jpce,  becaule  your  er^^ 
**  roneous  opinions  do  moft  violently  oppoiie  rea^ 
**  fon  among  you.  But  however,  if  you  love 
**  your  town,  accept  of  quarter  :  and  if  you  re- 
**  gardyour  lives,  work  your  lafeticis  by  yielding 
**  your  toiyn  to  lord  Byron  for  his  majefty's  ufc> 
**  Jou  now  fee  my  battery  is  fixed,  from  whence 
^  WIr  ftiMi  eternally  vifit  you  day  and  night  !• 
f^  (the  ti^ripr  of  your  <^d  and  females,  and  cpAr 
^'  fUQipjUon  of  your  thatcht  houfes.  Relieve  me, 
?^  gjCfit^en,  I  have  laid  by  my  former  ddayt 
'*  and  am  now  refolved  to  batter,  burn,  and  ftornp 
*^  yoi^.  Do  not  wonder  that  I  write  unto  you^ 
««  tt^ying  officers  above  me,  it  is  only  to  advifc 
«^  you  becaufe  I  have  fome  friends  among  you,  for 
**  whofe  fafety  I  wifli  ypu  to  accept  of  my  Iprd 
^*  Byron's  conditions  ;  he  is  gracious  and  will  cha^ 
"  ritably  confider  of  you :  accept  of  thefe  as  a 
**  fummons  that  ypu  forthwith  furrcnder  the  town 
**  and  by  that  teftimony  of  your  fealty  to  his  ma- 
**  jefty  you  may  obtain  favour.  My  firelocks  you 
**  know  have  done  ftrangc  feats  both  by  day  and 
"  night ;  and  hourly  we  will  not  fail  of  our  pri- 
*'  vate  vifits  to  you  •,  you  have  not  as  yet  received 
**  mine  alarms,  wherefore  cxpcd:  fuddcnly  to  hear 
**  from  my  battery  and  approaches  before  the 
"  WeUh-Row. 

"  THOMAS  SANDFORD/' 

To  which  he  added — "  Gentlemen, 
**  Let  thefe  refolve  your  jealoufies  concerning 
"  our  religion:  I  vow  by  the  faith  of  a  Chriftian 
**  I  know  not  one  Papift  in  our  army  ;  and  as  I 
^^  am  a  gentleman,  we  are  no  Irilh,  but  true 
^*  boro  I^ngliibmea  and  real  proteilants  born  and 

«  bred; 
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**  bred :  pray  miftakc  us  not  but  receive  us-  iri 
'*  your  fair  elleem,  I  know  we  intend  loyalty  to 
"  his  majefty,  and  will  be  no  other  than  faithful 
**  in  his  fervice.  This,  gentlemen,  believe  from 
^*»  yours. 

„  THOMAS  SANDFORD.'* 

.  This  gentleman  the  day  before  his  death  faid  to 
one  of  the  ^arrifon's  drums,  "  Sirrah,  behold  the 
*'  meffenger  of  death,  Sandford  and  his  firelocks, 
*'  who  neither  ufe  to  give,  nor  take  quarter,'* 
And  the  following  order  was  found  in  his  pocketl 
Major  Hammond  with  that  regiment  unddr 
his  command,  and  the  firelocks  with  the  icaling 
ladders. 

'  *'  The  firelocks  and  all  the  dragoons  •  armed 
**  with  firelock,  or  fnaphances  to  fall  on  the  firft, 
**  fo  near  unto  the  fall  of  tlie  river  as  may  be  .on 
**  the  left  hand  of  the  bulwark,  to  be  feconded 
^^  by  loomuficeteers-,  then"  a  body  of  pikes  ;  thert 
"  a  referve  of  mulketeers.  Let  the  foldicrs  carry 
"  as  many  faggots  as  they  can. 
Jan.  17,  i64j.  **  RICHARD  GIBSON." 

The  field  word,  God  and  a  good  Caufe. 

The  alTailants  now  finding  all  their  fummonfes 
difrcgarded  formed  the  refolution  to  attempt  the 
capture  of  the  town  by  ftorm;  accordingly  the 
befiegers  gave  a  general  aflault  on  the  i8th  day  of 
January  from  five  difltrent  quarters  at  once  a  lit- 
tle bciore  day  break,  on  notice  given  to  one  ano- 
ther by  a  (hot  of  one  of  their  cannon,  but 
were  fo  warmly  received  by  the  garrifon  that  they 
were  rcpulfed  at  every  attack  with  great  Qaughter, 
and  compelled  to  draw  off^  with  the  lofs  of  betwixt 
three  and  four  hundred  men.  Leaving  dead  at  the 
Wall-lane-end,  lieutenaut  colonel  Bolton,  one  cap- 
tain. 
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tain^  and  many  officers  and  the  prime  of  their 
fbldiers  of  the  Red-Regiment ;  many  were  ca(t  in* 
CO  the  river,  and  many  others  carried  off  dead  and 
mounded.  At  Wickftcd's-Sconcc  (befides  captain 
Sandford  mentioned  before)  were  killed,  his  lieu^ 
tenant  and  feveral  foldiers,  with  many  more  carried 
off  dead  and  wounded.  At  Pillory-ftreet-end  left 
dead,  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  two  enfigns,  and 
leventecn  common  men  of  the  Green-Regiment, 
and  fixty  flain  and  wounded  carried  off.  At  the 
back  of  Mr.  Manwaring's  were  killed  two  lieute- 
nants and  thirteen  common  men,  befides  many 
dead  and  wounded  carried  off.  At  the  Sconce, 
near  ladv  Norton's,  one-captain  was  killed,  and 
fifteen  foldiers,  befides  the  dead  and  wounded  con* 
vcycd  away,  and  there  were  taken  prifoners  by 
die  garrifon  eighteen  officers  and  foldiers  mortally 
wounded.  Yer,  notwithftanding  the  army  fuffijr- 
ed  fo  greatly  at  this  bloody  attack  they  ftill  made 
good  their  fiege,  determined  if  poffiblc  to  mafter 
the  town»  but  fuccefs  began  now  to  forfake  them, 
for  this  fiege  hitherto  protrafted  to  a  length  which 
exhaufted  the  patience  of  the  affailants,  and  baf- 
fled all  their  attempts,  now  drew  towards  a  crifis. 
Fairfax  being  viftorious  at  Selby  in  Yorklllire,  led 
a  good  body  of  horfe  hitherv^^ards,  and  calling  at 
Manchefter,  brought  from  thence  and  the  neigh- 
bouring parts  near  3000  foot,  which  being  joined 
by  Sir  William  Brercton  who  had  left  the  com- 
mand of  the  garrifon  to  the  next  in  rank,  fuppofed 
to  be  the  perlon  who  figned  George  Booth  to  the 
anfwer  to  lord  Byron's  fecond  fummons,  and  col- 
Ie£ling  the  fcaitered  forces  of  StafFordfhire  and 
Derbyfliire,  and  the  fugitives  from  the  fight  ofMid- 
dlewich,  his  army  becoming  confiderable  by  thefc 
reinforcements  determined  him  to  attempt  the  re- 
lief of  the  town.  Lord  Byron  had  early  intimation 
of  his  motions,  but  believing  that  his  utmoit  de- 
VoL.  I.  4  K  fign 
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fign  was  to  induce  hin)  to  rife  from  before  the  tc 

and  to  redrc  wiihout  fighting  him,  and  prickt 

by  the  fiioccls  of  his  former  exploits,  became 

confident  and  kept  his  pofts  too  long,  which  in 

end  proved  fatal  to  him.     Yet  refolutely  wait 

for  rairfax,  a  battle  became  unavoidable,  the  c 

fequence  whereof  was  a  toul  dcfcac  to  the  R 

alilii,  and  the  raiCivg  the  fiege  of  the  town.     ( 

principal  thing  vrfaich  contributed  to  lord  Byre 

defeat  was,  the  inadivity  of  the  horfe,  occafio 

by  thefuddea  thaw  which  came  on  at  this  junfti 

who,  being  confined  in  deep  lanes  with  great  j 

high  hedges,  were  rendered  mcapable  to  luftaif) 

leueve  mc  fuflferiog    infantry  :    His  croQps 

cupving  both  fides  of  the  Weaver  the  tlunx 

iweUed  It,  that  it  parted  one  body  of  his  ar 

from  the  other,  which  compelled  him  to  fete 

cooipafs  of  five  miles  about,  in  order  to  cScGt 

junaion  with  the  feparated  corps.     The  exp< 

enced  Fairfax  took  advantage  of  this  incident,  i 

(aided  by  a  timely  fally  from  the  town)  char| 

and  defeated  that  body,  which,  before  lord  Byj 

could  come  to  its  relief,  was  entirely  broken  2 

forced  to  take  Ihelter  in  Afton  church ;  here  tl 

were  foon  comjxrlled  to  furrender,  being  1500  fo 

with  the  cannon  and  carriages,  beCdes  a  confid 

able  number  of  officers,  amongft  whom  was  co 

ncl  Monk,  afterwards  a  famous  general  and  1 

happy  inftrument  of  reftoring  king  Charles 

Lord  Byron  with  all  the  horle  and  the  reft  of  I 

foot  made  good  their  retreat  to  Chcfter.     I  a 

not  quit  the  account  of  this  memorable  fiq 

without  taking  notice  of  the  great  fervice  and  5 

tivity  of  the  town*s-wonicri,  headed  by  an  heroi 

of  the  name  of  Brett,  who  defended  the  wor 

with  the  utmoft  bravery,  and  did  great  executi 

on  the  1 8th  of  January  when  the  defperate  afian 

was  given,  by  pouring  hot  brine  upon  the  affi 

na 
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ants^  one  of  whom  gaining  the  wall,  too  prema- 
turely cried  our,  the  town  is  oiar  mon.  In  commc* 
moration  of  the  raifing  the  fiege,  which  happened 
upon  St.  Paul's  day,  1643,  upon  every  annivcr- 
^ly  of  it,  till  of  late,  the  inhabitants  wore  ^i^ 
<i  Holly  in  their  hats  in  token  of  vi£h>ry,  and  the 
day  itfelf  upon  that  account  was  called  the  Holly*' 
^Holy  Day  ;  fome  remains  of  thefe  earthen  fortifi- 
cations are  ftill  to  be  &en,  which  coft  in  conftrvd- 
in^  33f  pounds  eight  (hillings  and  feven  pence-, 
a  proof  (it  may  be  laid)  of  the  cheapne&  of  labour 
in  thofe  days ;  I  rather  appahend  the  town  and 
adjaicent  parts  having  been  (as  before  was  obferred) 
cruelly  and  impolititly  treated  by  lord  Grandiibn, 
ihd  ^reading  no  doubt  the  fame,  or  worfe,  itom 
the  ^my  under  lord  Byron,  did  voluntarily  and 
and  largely  contribute  to  the;  conftru^^ion  of  thefe 
works,  both  in  labour  and  money. 

From  the  defedtion  of  Nantwich  in  its  allegiance 
to  the  unhappy  Charles  L  a  town  ever  remarkably 
loyal  to  its  princes,  both  before  and  fince,  we  may 
learn  how  unfortunate  kings  may  fomedmes  be- 
come, by  entrufting  their  power  and  authority 
(conferred  for  good  purpofes)  into  the  hands  of 
cruel"  and  tyrannic  minillers.  This  gave  Sir  Wil- 
liam Brereton,  a  gentleman  then  of  great  power  in 
thefe  parts,  and  a  Preibytcrian,  the  opportunity  of 
taking  the  advantage  of  circumftances  fo  favoura- 
ble to  his  caufe,  and  thereby  too  eafily  debauching 
the  town  from  its  wonted  loyal  principles  :  yet,  fo 
circumftanced,  the  town,  without  all  doubt,  could 
not  but  look  upon  Lord  Byron's  defeat  as  a  very 
fignal  deliverance,  as  they  had  every  thing  to  dread 
had  he  fucceeded,  and  it  was  wonderful  that  he  had 
not' mattered  the  town  before  the  arrival  of  Fairfax's 
relief,  from  the  following  confiderations  : 

i  ft.  The  man  upon  whom  the  eyes  of  the  garrifon 

were  nioft  failened,  for  bis  known  fufficiencies,  and 

4K  2  from 
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from  whom  they  had  the  largeft  cxpeftfltion  of  di- 
ro&ion  and  encouragement,  was  taken  prifoner  a 
little  before  the  fiege. 

-  2dl]r,  The  befiegers  were  men  of  great  cxpcri- 
cnce,  who  had  run  through  all  forts  of  fervices, 
god  were  expert  in  all  the  policies  of  war. 

jdly.  They  were  men  acquainted  with  the  great- 
eft  hardlhips,  habituated  to  cold  and  want,  and 
whatever  a  winter-fiege  could  require. 

^thly^  They  were  infpirited  by  their  former  fuc- 
ce&Sy  which  ferved  to  render  them  daring  anddef- 
perate;  men  of  approved  valour,  on  whom  con- 
quefl:.jmd  vi£tory  had  hitherto  attended. 

.  5tb,  They  were  in  view  of  a  large  plunder, 
and  nothing  but  an  earthen-work  betwixt  it  and 
tbemi 

6thly)  Lord  Byron's  army  was  fuperior  in  num- 
ber to  Fairfax's. 

7thly,  They  had  a  female  regiment,  and  thiefe 
Mrerc  wcaponcd  too ;  and  when  thefe  degenerate  in- 
to cruelty,  there  arc  none  more  bloody. 

And  lailly.  What  is  very  wonderful,  that  this 
ficgc  fliould  be  attended  with  fo  little  bloodfhcd  to 
the  befieged,  who  loft  but  four  lives  in  the  toVTn, 
and  but  twenty  in  the  fight. 

The  following  is  Sir  Thomas  Fairfaxes  Let- 
ter to  the  Earl  of  Eflex,  upon  occafion  of 
this  viftory: 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
•*  T  D  E  S I  RE  your  pardon,  that  I  havenot  given 
•*  X  your  Excellency  an  account  before  this,  of 
"  the  great  mercy  God  hath  ihewed  us,  in  giv- 
"  ing  us  a  happy  viftonr  over  the  Irifli  army,  to 
^*  the  total  niin  of  their  foot,  and  purchlfc  of  their 
**  chief  commahders.    ITpon  thcaiftof  January,' 

"I  marched 
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^^  I  marched  from  Manchefter  towards  Nampt« 

"  wich,  to  relieve  that  town,  with  2500  foot^  and 

"  28  troops  of  horle;  the  enemies  forces  were  abov^ 

**  3000  root^and  1800  horfc.     Thc-firft  encoun- 

"  ttt^we  had  was  with  a  party  of  theirs^  upon  the 

"  forcft  of  Delamere,  where  about  thirty  weretaken 

*^prifoncrs;  about  fix  miles  further  they  main- 

-*  taincd  a  paiTage  (Bar-bridge)  againft  us,  with 

**  about  200  men.     I  caufed  fome  foot  and  dra* 

**  ffooDS  to  be  drawn  out  to  force  it,  which,  ■  by 

^  udd's  afBftance,  they  did  in  half  an  hour's  fpace, 

"  tnd  there  took  a  major  and  fome  prifoners. 

^  Having  advanced  fome  t¥K)  miles  further^  we 

**  found  a  good  body  of  them  planted  about  A£ton 

**  churchy  a  mile  from  Namptwich.     We  drew  up 

*  within  cannon   flior,  which  Ibmetimcs  played 

"  upon  us,  but  without  hurt,  God  be  thanked. 

**  We  there  underftood  that  the  Lord  Byron,  who 

**  had  bcficged  the  town  on  both  fides  the  river^ 

*•  was  prevented,  by  the  overflowing  of  the  water, 

**  from  joining  that  party  at  Afton  church;  but 

"  heard  that  he  was  taking  a  compafs  to  get  over  the 

"  river  to  join  with  it,  we  rcfolved  to  fall  upon  that 

"  party  at  the  church,  before  he  Ihould  get  up  to 

"  it ;  but  flaying  to  bring  up  our  rear  and  carri- 

**  ages,  we  gave  him  time  to  obtain  what  he  forght 

"  for*.  Then  werefolved  to  make  way  with  j  i.)- 

**  heers,  through  the  hedges,  and  then  to  march  to 

••  the  town  to  relieve  it,  and  to  add  fome  more 

**  force  to  ourfelves,  to  enable  us  the  better  to 

"  fight  with  them ;  but  being  a  little  advanced 

**  on  our  march,  they  told  me  the  enemy  was  clofe 

*•  upon  the  rear,  fo  facing  about  two  regiments, 

^^  being  Colonel  Holland  s  and  Colonel  Booth's, 

*  Thu  account  differs  from  Lord  Clarendon,  and  ocbers, 
who  aiTerty  that  Lord  Byron's  army  was  atucked  in  its  repara- 
tion, and  to  which  the  conilant  uadition  of  the  town  affeats^ 

"  I  march- 
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^  I  marched  not  far  before  we  came  to  be  engage 
*^  ed  with  the  greateil:  party  of  their  army^  then 
•*  the  other  party  preftntly  after, affaulted  our 
front ;  there  S;r  William  Brereton^  and  Colonel 
Afliton,  did  very  good  fervice^  and  fo  did 
Colonel  Lambert^  and  Major  C<^>ley,  with 
the  horle.  They  were  once  in  great  dan* 
ger,  but  that  they^  being  next  the  town^  were 
alfifted  with  forces  which  came  to  their  fuccour 
in  due  time.  .  Wc  on  the  other  wing  were  in  as 
great  diftrefs,  but  chat  the  horie  commanded  by 
Sir  William  Fairfax  did  expofe  themfelyes  to 
great  dangers  tococouraRe  the  foot,  though  ca^ 
pable  of  little  kxvkc  in  mofe  narrow  lanes ;  yet 
it  pleaied  Gqd,  after  two  hours  fights  thev  weoe 
forced  by  bodi  wings  to  retreat  to  the  churchy 
^  where  they  were,  caught  as  in  a  trap.  A  lift  of 
•*  what  we  took  I  have  here  fenc  your  Excellency^ 
^  &c.  &c. 

**  I.  am  your  Excellency's 
"  Moft  humble  fcrvant, 
Namptwich, 
29  January  1643. 
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Tba.  Fairfax.* 


A  Lift  of  theprifoncrs  taken  at  AdtoivchurGb, 
January  25,  1643,  ^^^^  Namptwich. 

Major-General  Gibfon, 

Colonels.  Lieutenant-Colonels, 

Sir  Michael  Early.  Sir  Francis  Butler, 

Sir  Richard  Fleetwood.  Gibbs, 

— Monk,  Major  Hammond. 

—  Warren. 


Captains 


^;     Cajtidas. 

^'-  -Dl&wy.    •• 
*'    C6b1^   - 

»»--  wara,      • 

»»' totaii'- • 
■'  ■  Spodwood, 

^**  '     Lieutenants. 
Long, 
Norton, 
Roe, 
Pawlct, 
Goodwin, 
l-iverfon, 
Duddlefton, 
Pate, 
Morgell, 
Lellrange, 
Shipworth, 
ikers^ 


f     f  *        »'•,** 


ngfley, 
illion. 


An 

Baiini 

Caftiuion, 

MHner, 

Bradfliaw, 

Walden, 

I^yons, 

Pouiden, 
Gentlemen  of  Companies^ 
,Ser|esnts,  «■    '  ■ 


Enfiffdiw  '"M  •■ 
Brown,  •   ■        .*oo-i>" 
Brettcoiil,  *      «  '^•■'Jf\   " 
fiach,'*        ■'■  '-lnV>   ''• 
'Fims;'       ^'  I'    vi<  '■•■ 
Wrirfiti  1  .--^ 

■  ^'D»viv  ■'*       -^••'*  •  ''■ 
Toiieliw0Ml^'  ■■''■  ■' 

'  ^Mdaifcv  •  /....:....  -' 

"•  Sfhkii^  ''T.-.i.  'v   .<-  •*■ 
Mahoooc^         ^  -f. 

"   Dirodftiorth^  " 
JMu&rav>c» 
Pcimcock,        ' 
DunfterficU, 
Elliar, 
Eiclafli, 
Philips, 
Heard, 
Thomas, 
Morgan, 
JLewts, 
Godfclue, 
Bufty, 
Tcmingham, 
Wither. 

Cornets. 
Lee, 
Carpenter, 

Quarter-Maflm. 
Lee, 
Petty. 
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Drums        — r—  40 

Corporals  63 

CaomxKcrs,  ,  4 

Colours,  21 

\Voaien«  many  of  whom  had  long  knives,        lao 

Common  Soldiers,         1500 

Ordnance,  whereof  five  were  brafs,  —  6 

Carriages,  20 

Dhrers  waggons  and  rich  plunder. 

BeGdes  thele,  Sir  Ralph  Done,  and  the  Rev.  Mr* 
Shurlock,  a  chaplain  to  a  regiment,  were  taken  prifo- 
ncrs}  and  Lieut.  Col.  Vane  was  killed  in  thefighc 

Bcfides  the  church  of  Nantwich,  already  defcrib- 
ed,  and  the  fchool  before-mentioned,  the  other 
public  buildings  of  the  town  are,  the  Prefbyterian, 
Anabaptift,    and    Quakers   Meeting-houies,  the 
Town-Hall,  and  three  Hofoitals,  or  Alms-houies. 
The  firft  is  in  the  Holpital-ftreet,  and  is  a  good, 
decent  building,  to  which  appertains  a  convenient 
houfe  for  the  minifter.     The  fecond  is  in  Barker- 
ftrcet  •,  it  feems  to  be  approaching  to  decay ;  and 
the  led  of  Anabaptifts,  which  was  formerly  more 
numerous  here,  is  at  prefent  much  diminilhed,  if 
not  totally  fo,  and  the  building  now  occupied  as  a 
co.-^cnticlc,  by  the  people  called  Methodiils.  The 
Qi:^ktTs  Meeting  in  Pillory -ftrect,  is  agooil  build- 
iiiL,,  and  competently  large,  though  there  are  but 
few  of  that  perfuafion  either  in  the  town  or  in  the 
adjacent  country.     The  Town  Hall,  with  a  feflions 
^:^.>om  over  it,  was  ercdted  in  the  year  1 720,  by  his- 
Uir  mdielly  when  prince  of  Wales,  who  gave  600K 
tvr  (hac  purpofe.     Two  other  towns  in  this  coun- 
ts owe  the  erection  of  their  Town-Halls  to  his  late 
uiA^Uv^  munificence,  as  earl  of  Chefter.     Upon 
UK  ctKiof  our  Town-Hall  was  placed  hisefiigies, 
^iith  ttic  ca^lt  of  the  principality.     In  the  year 
' ?>.***  ^^^  *  market  day,  pait  of  this  fabrick  fell 

down 
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dbwn,  whereby  nine  or  ten  live$  were  loft,  and  inaii^ 
ny  were  terribly  bruifed  and  hurt ;  it  was  again 
rebuilt ;  and  fome  years  ago,  while  the  juftices 
vrere  holding  their  feffions,  a  fudden  crum^  but 
from  what  caufe  is  at  prefent  unknown,  fo  greatly 
aUuined  the  court,  that  in  the  hurry  and  confufion 
of  getting  down,  many  people  were  much  hurt 
thereby,  expefting  every  moment  the  whole  fabrick 
to  fall.  Thefe  events  have  occafioned  the  holding 
of  the  (Quarter  feiTions  to  be  removed  from  hence 
about  fourteen  years  fince. 

At  the  end  of  the  llreet  leading  to  London  is 
the  holpital  (founded  anno  1638,  by  Sir£dmun4 
Wright,  faid  to  be  four  times  lord  mayor  of  Lon- 
don, and  born  here)  for  fix  poor  old  men,  who 
have  each  a  warm  gown  of  grey  cloth  faced 
with  red  every  alternate  year,  and  a  new  Ihirt 
and  a  pair  of  fhocs  every  year,  a  convenient  a- 
partment,  a  fmall  garden,  and  an  annual  penfion 
of  four  pounds.  Whenever  a  vacancy  happens 
in  this  hofpital,  if  a  candidate  offers  of  the  name  of 
Wright,  he  is  to  have  the  preference,  provided 
his  other  qualifications  are  equal ;  which  are,  that 
he  be  a  native,  above  the  age  of  fifty,  poor  and 
unable  to  get  his  living  by  labour,  of  honeft  be- 
haviour, and  fober  converfation,  and  laftly,  that 
he  be  a  member  of  the  church  of  England. 

Another  hofpital  is  at  ^the  end  of  the  Welfli- 
Row,  and  founded  by  Sir  Roger  Wilbraham, 
knight,  mafter  of  requefts  to  king  James  I.  anno 
1613,  for  four  poor  men  of  the  parifh  of  Nant- 
wich,  and  for  two  of  the  adjacent  parifli  of  Afton, 
clothed  in  the  manner  of  the  other,  only  their 
gowns  faced  with  blue ;  each  has  a  fmall  apart- 
ment and  garden,  and  forty  (hillings  per  annum. 

At  the  end  of  the  Beam-ftreet  (fo  denominated 
from  the  numerous  timber  trees  which  formerly 
grew  thereon  converted  into  beams) ;  at  the  end 

Vol.  I.  .1  L  of 
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of  this  ftreet,  in  the  year  1767,  was  e reded  by 
John  Crewe,  of  Crewe,  Efq.  a  handfome  and  fpa- 
cious  hofpital  of  feven  conunudious  apartments, 
with  convenient  gardens  for  fo  many  penfioners^ 
who  each  receive  an  annual  falary  of  fix  pounds. 
This  hofpital  fronts  the  entrance  of  that  extenfivc 
heath  or  common,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Creach,  but  more  modernly  by  that  of  Beam- 
Heath,  as  before  obferved.     It  is  a  rich  piece  of 
land,  lying  principally  in  the  townfhip  of  Alvan- 
xlefton,  of  about  two  miles  in  length,  and  a  quar- 
to: of  a  mile  broad,  in  fome  parts  of  it  confidera- 
bly  more ;  it  maintains  great  numbers  of  cattle  all 
the  fummer  fcafon.     On  the  nearer  end,  the  bricks 
with  which  the  town  is  fupplied  for  buildings  arc 
made,  and  upon  the  further  end,  leading  to  Mid- 
dlewich,  is  a  fine  race-courfe.     This  valuable  traft 
of  land  was  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  Nantwich 
in  general,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  king  Edward 
I.  as  the  following  deed  evidences. 


The  Grant  or  Deed  of  Beana-H^th  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Nantwich,  in  the  four- 
teenth Year  of  Edward  I. 

•'  ^T^  HIS  agreement  made  between  Richard 
"  X  Alvafalton,  clerk,  William  the  fon  of 
"  William,  of  the  fame,  Thomas  the  fon  of  Cra- 
*•  doc,  of  Wefton,  Richard  the  fon  of  Roger, 
**  Goodith,  his  wife,  William  the  fon  of  Thomas 
"  Cottigrecn,  and  Agnes  his  wife,  of  the  one  part ; 
"  and  between  all  the  men  of  the  whole  commu- 
"  nity  of  the  village  or  town  of  Wich-Malbank, 
"  on  the  other  part-,  being  the  loth  of  April,  in 
••  the  year  of  grace  1285,  and  fo  to  laft  between 
"  the  laid  parties  for  ever,  viz.  That  the  faid 
«  Richard,  William,  Thomas,  Richard,  Goodith, 

"  William 
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**  William  and  Agnes,  have  jgranted,  and  by  this 
**  prefent  writing  confirmed  by   themfelvcs,  for 
"  their  heirs  and  afligns,  to  the  faid  men  of  Wich^ 
*•  Malbank,  and  their  heirs,   that  they  have  for 
**  ever  free  common  of  pafture  for  all  and  all 
*'  manner  of  cattle,  in  any  part  whatfoever,  to 
**  the  wood  and  whole  wafte  of  the  town  of  Alvan- 
*•  defton  belonging,  at  all  times  of  the  year,  ex.- 
•'  cept  only  the  forty  days  between  the  feafts  of  St. 
"  Michael  and  St.  Martin;  fo  that  neither  the 
•*  faid  Richard,  William,  &c.  their  heirs  or  afligns, 
"  (hall  ever  inrlofe  any  of  the  faid  wood  or  wafte, 
"  nor  claim  any  approvement  for  themfelves,  their 
"  heirs  or  afligns  ;  but  the  fame  (hall  for  ever  lie 
"  in  common.     Neverthelefs,   by  virtue  of  the 
•*  grant  and  agreement  aforefaid,  confirmed  by 
*•  this   prefent  writing,   all  the  men  aforefaid  of 
*'  the  community  of^Wich-Malbank   do   grant 
"  ^i^d  covenant,  for  them,  their  heirs  and  afligns, 
**  to  the  faid  Richard,  &c.  and  their  heirs  and 
**  afligns,  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  them  to  ap- 
**  prove  in  fuch  manner  as  fliall  feem  to  them 
*'  moft  meet,  without  the  interruption  or  contra- 
**  diction  of  the  faid  men  of  Wich-Malbank,  a 
"  certain  place  of  the  faid  wafte  lying  within  the 
*'  divifion  hereafter  mentioned,  viz.  from  the  ford 
**  under  Schalarn,  in  the  field  which  is  called  the 
**  Brocfield,    near   the   Sonftreft    following    the 
"  Knowl  on  the  one  fide  of  the  Crooked-Brook  to 
*'  the  Seich  which  is  over  againft  Marler,  and  fo 
***  afcending  by  the  faid  Seich  to  the  Great-Oak, 
••  and  from  thence  direftly  to  the  Redclough,   fo 
"  divided  by  the  bounds  and  meet  there  drawn, 
•*  and  thence  following  the  Redclough  from  the 
■**  fame  fide  to  Robutfliey  •,  fo  that  the  faid  men  of 
'^^  Wich-Malbank,  nor  their  heirs  or  a(rigns,  (hall 
**  have  any  common  within  the  faid  place,   while 
"  it  fhall  be  inclofed,  nor  ever  (hall  or  may  claim 
4  L  2  "the 
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**  the  fime.  And  becaufc  the  parties  aforefaid 
^^  will  that  this  agreement  do  ftand  ratified,  firm, 
**  and  inviolable,  they  have  entered  the  fame  on 
**  the  roll  at  Cheftcr^  called  the  Doomfday-Book  •, 
**  and  for  greater  fecurity  either  party  hath  put 
**  .to  their  feals  in  the  form  of  a  cynograph  $  thefe 
*•  witneffes  being  prefent,  Sir  Reginald  Grey, 
**  thcnjufticeof  Chefter-,  Sir  Richard  aMaffie, 
^  Sir  Ralph  a  Vernon,  Sir  Richard  a  Sanbach, 
**  Thomas  a  Crewe,  Thomas  a  Perns,  William 
**  Woodnot,  Thomas  of  AUftauntori,  William 
"  Clerk/' 

And  here,  perhaps,  it  may  not  be  deemed  im- 
proper to  mention  the  celeordted  field-clofe  ad- 
joining to  this  town,  called  the  Heating- Houfe- 
Meadow,  the  proper^  of  Peter  WalthaJ,  efq.  of 
Wiftafton,  which  hatn  been  long  famous  for  re- 
lieving overworked,  worn  down,  and  difordered 
horfes.  From  whatever  caufc  its  fanativc  quality 
proceeds,  whether  particularly  from  a  medicinal 
virtue  of  any  herbs  growing  therein,  or  from  its 
lying  near  the  faline  fprings,  or  from  the  great 
forwardnefs  of  its  grals,  is  not  known ;  but  this 
is  indifputable,  that  very  falutary  eflfefts  arc  de- 
rived from  the  ufeof  it. 

Before  this  hiftorical  narrative  be  concluded,  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  obviate  a  popular  miftake, 
long  entertained  by  the  more  illiterate  part  of  the 
town,  refpediing  the  poet  Milton  •,  for  he  marry- 
ing to  his  laft  wife  Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of 

Minftiull,  efq.  of  Stoke,  three  miles  from  hence, 
and  feme  perfons  of  the  name  of  Milton  being 
found  here,  hath  occafioned  a  fond  credulity 
among  them,  that  this  immortal  bard  was  born 
here,  and  thinking  to  honour  the  town  thereby, 
have  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  name  the  ftreet,  and 
even  the  houfe  where  he  dwelt.  Letfuch  be  in- 
formed, that  London  juitly  claims  the  honour  of 

his 
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hla  birth^  where  he  was  born  on  the  9th  day  of 
December,  i6q8,  in  the  morning,  betwixt  i'evcn 
ami  <ight  o'clock,  in  Bread-ftrect,  where  his  fa- 
ther lived  at  the  fign  of  the  Sprcad-Eagle,  being 
the  coat  of  arms  belonging  to  the  family.  His 
widow»  however,  refided  here  the  latter  part  of 
her  life,  and  was  buried  the  loth  day  of  March, 
1726,  and  her  funeral  fermon  preached  by  Mr, 
lifaac  Kiniber,  a  diflenting  minifter,  well  known 
for  his  ingenious  writings,  and  whofe  miniltry  Ihe 
conftantly  attended :  This  circumftance  might 
ferve  to  occafion  the  fore-mentioned  miftake ;  and 
I  have  been  informed,  that  a  whole  length  pidurc  . 
of  the  celebrated  bard  was  purchafed  in  this  town 
by  one  of  the  worthy  family  of  the  Wilbrahams, 
of  Towns-End,  then  a  ftudent  of  Brazen-Nofe* 
College,  Oxfdrd,  and  by  him  prefented  to  the  unir 
vcrlity.  This  pidure  might  probably  have  been 
part  of  the  houmold  furniture  of  Milton's  widow. 
To  conclude  the  narrative.  That  obi'ervation  made 
more  than  a  century  fince,  upon  the  ftate  of  Nant- 
wich,  may  in  a  good  meafure  be  now  applied^ 
namely,  tliat  howfoever  the  inhabitants  have  had 
their  advancement,  fure  I  am  (faith  the  author) 
there  can  hardly  be  found  a  town  merely  upland- 
ifli,  as  we  term  it,  not  enriched  by  any  fptcial 
trade  and  manufafture,  nor  traded  to  by  water, 
can  {hew  fuch  a  knot  of  wealthy  and  landed  men 
in  fo  fmall  a  compals.  And  let  me  add,  the  bet- 
ter fort  of  the  inhabitants,  in  general,  are  a  humane 
and  hofpi table,  a  generous  and  polite  fet  of  people. 
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"•fc-^  ff^y€^  4^^* 

JoBtf        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 


Eich.MinihaI..|w|-|X„ 

Tbis  Year,  on  the  third  of  September,  a  day 
m&ch  he  had  always  confidered  as  propitious  to 
lam%  died  Oliver  Cromwei :  A  charafter  the  moft 
ocnordinary,  perhaps,  that  was  ever  exhibited  on 
^  llagc  of  the  world. — What  can  be  more  won- 
^icnul  than  that  a  perfon  of  private  birth,  comr 
91011  education,  no  fortune,  no  eminent  qualities  of 
Ihniy^  ^hich  have  fometimes,  nor  fhining  talents 
V*  miixd,  which  have  often,  raifed  men  to  the  high- 
ly viignicies,  fliould  have  the  courage  to  attempt, 
4iKi  the  abilities  to  execute,  fo  great  a  defign,  as 
rfic  lubvcrting  of  one  of  the  molt  ancient  and  beft 
cit^biilhed  monarchies  in  the  world? — That  he 
jK^id  be  able  to  bring  his  fovereign,  a  prince  not 
sicn^xnc  in  perfonal  merit,  to  a  fcaftold,  for  an  at- 
^tn^^c  w  violate  the  conftitution,  by  extending  the 
Hv^vj^ativc?  Should  banifli  that  numerous  and 
ibv*»^'V-aIlred  family  }  Cover  all  t-hcfe  temerities 
^ijvv  ^  Axming  obedience  to  a  parliament  in  whofe 
•vi  ^  vv  Sc  pretended  to  be  retained  ?  Then  trample 
;.i\M  i.ic  'p^arliament  in  their  turn,  and  contcmp- 
^v^v^v.A  sx^vl  them  as  foon  as  they  gave  him  caufe 
^»  .-.i..^  N.  tction?  Ere6t  in  their  place  the  domi- 
Hstt  vx  k:  uittts,  and  give  reality  to  the  moft 
X  .;v>i4i  V   Um  ttot  the  heated  imagination  of  any 

fanatic 
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fanatic  vras  ever  able  to  entertain  ?  Surorefs  a^ua 
t^  inonfter  in  its  iA&Qqr»  and  openly,  let  uahim^ 
fcif  above  all  things  that  were  b^oie  caQed  fbv^ 
idgn  in  England  ?  Overcome  firit  afi  hiis  enemiek 
by  anns,  and  all  his  friends  afterwards  by  artifioe'l 
Serve,  all  parties  patiently  for  a  wiiile^.  and  caipt 
niand  them  vi&orioufly  at  laS  ?   Over-run  cack 
comer  of  the  thtw  kingdoms,  and  fub^ue,  whfat 
equal  /aciUty,  both  the  riches  of  the  South,  and 
the  poy^ty  of  the  Nonh  ?  Be  feared  and  coumd 
by  all  forei^  princes,  ;and  be  adopted  a  brother  co 
the  gods  or  the  earth  ?  Call  together  parliaments 
with  a  word  of  his  pen,  and  fcatter  them  a^in 
with  the  breath  of  his  mouths  Reduce  to  fubjec- 
cion  a  warlike  and  difcon^nted  nation,  by  mei^ 
ii  a  mutinous  army  ?  Command  a  mutinous  atxri^ 
by  means  of  feditious  and  fadious  officers  ?   "A 
humbly  and  daily  petitioned,  that  he  would  b6 
pkafed,  at  the  rate  of  millions  a  year,  to  be  hired 
as  mafter  of  thofe  who  had  hired  him  before  to  bt 
their  fervant  ?  Have  the  cftates  and  lives  of  thrcfc 
nations  as  much  at  his  difpofal  as  was  once  the 
little  inheritance  of  his  father,  and  be  as  noble  and 
liberal  in  the  fpending  of  them  ?  And  to  mention 
only  a  few  other  particulars  (for  there  would  be  no 
end  of  enumerating  every  inftance  of  his  glory), 
with  one  word  bequeath  all  this  fpendour  and 
power  to  his  pofterity  ?  Die  poffcffed  of  peace  at 
home,  and  triumph  abroad?    Be  buried  among 
kings,  and  with  more  than  regal  folemnity  ?  And 
leave  a  name  behind  him  noc  to  be  extinguiftied 
but  With  the  whole  world ;  which  as  it  was  too 
little  for  his  praife,  fo  might  it  have  been  for  his 
conquefts,  if  the  (hort  line  of  his  mortal  liie  could 
have  ftrctched  out  to  the  extent  of  his  immortal 
defigns  ? — ^It  may  be  anlwered,  with  great  truth, 
that  thoie  aftonifhing  aAs  were  performed  by  Oliver 
Cromwel :  Nor  will  any  difpafflonatc  man,  we  ap- 

prchencT 
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prebend,  be  induced  to  lefTen  his  admiration  of 
nim  by  all  the  fophiftry'and  art  which  Hiuhe  has 
accumulated  witli,  evidently,  no  other  tendency.— 
Perhaps  it  may  be  dangerous  to  infinuate,  duri^ 
the  priefcnt  famionable  rage  in  his  favour,  that  the 
hiiloric  writings  of  this  elegant  Author  are  replete 
with  inftances  of  his  being  by  no  means  exempt 
from  vulgar  prejudices :  But  who  fhall  dare  to 
hint,  that,  in  his  philofophical,  on  the  two  moft 
important  fubjefts  which  can  engage  the  con- 
templation of  man,  he  is  fometimes  a  fuperiiciaT, 
and  frequently  a  dangerous  ^idc  and  inflruftof  ? 
**  About  this  time  (fays  Boffuct,  the  great  bifliop 
of  Meaux'  in  France,  fpeaking  of  Cromwci) 
•*  arofe  a  man  of  an  incredible  depth  of  undier- 
*•  ftanding — one  who  never  left  any  thing  to  for- 
**  tunc,  which  he  could  atchieve  without  her  aid, 
"  nor  ever  let  flip  an  opportunity  which  flic  oflt:rcd 
"  him — In  a  word,  one  of  thofe  reftlefs  and  au- 
**  dacious  fpirits,  who  feem  born  to  alter  the  courfc 
"  ofthe  world/* 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriff^s. 

.6„.    Johnjohnfon.    {J-rKj^L""- 
.660.    AnhurWhal^.flSS^Tay^'- 

This  year  king  Charles  II.  was  refl:ored. 

.66,.    Tho.Thropp.     {fJS5"[^2r*^ 
.66a.    Richard  Br„fter.{i?5l^»^tg'". 

.663.  joh;  Poole,  {la^s^i^t: 

Anilo 


A 


Ano      ,  Sifryors.  Sheriffs,      ^m 

,*M|.Harriron.|SLrcS2: 

'■fe  Earl  of  f  Richard  Wright, 
fe^y-  i  John  Young, 


t4 


ks 


The  iSth  of  Atigv^  this  fear  died  Dn  JoSik  ^ 
Hill,  biihop  q(  jdm  dioce(^.  j(Ji9  de^th  was  «^ 
cafioned  bv  a  wofind  ^lu^:  iu^  fT^^^  ^^m  a  Icnlfis 
in  hi^  pocket,  ^hcicU^dowQAincniQtm 
den  ai  Wigam    .  :  .  / 

.6;..    Tho.  Wac«k.  fW£j3^^  . 

"Robert  Townfend  died, 
J671.    WaUamWilfonJ     wU^^^^'^"*" 

iThomas  Alhton. 

.6;3.    ThcSin^fon.   fK^^S. 

1676.    John  Young       r 

died^  and  was  fuc-- 1  Thomas  Baker^ 
^      ceedcd  bv  John  1  Robert  Shone. 
Maddocks.         C 

.  Xw..  I.  4  M  Anna 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sheri0V-. 

.678.  •Wuii-na„™,.JJg^*|j^ 

.680.    JohnAndofa.  {'{?S°BS&iiy. 

.68..  P^cEdwari..  {^"BtofSt 
1683.    WiUiam  Street,  UohnWamei 

fecohd  time.  (.Robert  Muitayvi 
I  ^84.    Sir  Tho.  Orbfve-  (  RkliaFd  HwrUbn* 

nor,  baroneL  |john  JohOfon. 

.685.    WiUi^WOfcn^Rf'^-SS. 

King  Charles  IL  died. 

.686.    EdW  Oul.™.{^'^- 5«j;P™. 

.68;.    HughSurk.,.    J^:^^^^^. 

1688.     William  Street,   ?  Robert  Murray, 
third  time.       t  John  Gouldborn. 

King  William  III.  and  Queen  Mary  proclarm- 
ed  on  the  abdication  of  James  IL 

.689.    Fra„.Skdl.r„e.{Ed™dP«««»„. 

1690.  Nath.  WilL'am-  Hohn  Wartrington^ 

fon.  i  Robert  Dcntift. 

1 69 1 .  Henry  Earl  of    ?  Thomas  MMddocks, 

Warrington,    t  Michael  Jbhrifon. 

1692.  Col.  Rogpr  Whit- nofcphMjd^ks^ 

ley.  ^Johnfiurroi^hs. 

:fthno 


Anno 
1693, 

1694. 

1695. 

1696, 
1697. 


Mayors.  Sjtffift. 

CoLRogerWhit^f  Thomas Wmdf    ^ 
.  ley,fecondtirnc,|  John  EjimAo^ 
CoLRo^  Whit- f  Arthur  BoUai^ 

Ityr,  third  time.  1  ThonmJlQALtDd 
Col.  Roger  Whit- 5  Timothjr  Doui, 

ley^  fourth  time.  \  John  Hollflod. 


Peter  Bennet, 
Waiiam  Allen. 


5  James  M^n^jurinflb 
iOwenEUis.       ™ 
V  Peter  Edmrds, 
IWilltimEouids. 
'^Thonias  Paradt 
:TbQm8iWrk^ 


1698,     Henry  Bcnnet 

X700.  JjUiwuA  QuliDA  p 

fidby  Hu^^     Thomas  Bowker. 
Starkqr.  C. 

This  year  waa  erefted  a  meetinjg-houie  for  die 
Difientervr 


1702. 


William  Earl  of 
Derby  died  5th 
Nov.fucceedqd^ 
6ch  by  Michael 
Johnfon. 


CWilUamAllcn, 


Joho  Minfhuly 
Thomas  Partington. 


Quoen  Anne  fucceeded  William  III. 
1704.    J£dwa):d  parting- TDanid  f^eck. 


too. 


I^Thoinsgt  Hpq^hton. 


I70f. 


Edw.  Puldh,n.  {^^^, 
4  M  2 


Anno 


Anno      :Mmon.  Shfijffs.  .v  .  ;^ 

^  jjq6.    ^ixkiftofiPlirting-  c  Thooias  Dtvis, 

•"'•     '^  •  ing.  r   lAlcxfu>der,Denton, 

•  w.  wffliim.Ai^.  |«S2i^; 

,  1719,,    Tlioin8sPar^-Cgb)8h.<;^l^.  , 
This  yetr  the  Rood-Eye'was  inclofed  by  a  cop, 

.7..:    JotaTh«»U.{»^'^. 
.,^S.    JohnSotager.     IfcS^i 

Accdfion  of  Gcor^  L  on  the  ddhife  of  Qt^ 
"Anne, "  .. ./'    \ 

1715.     SirRi4^<^r6f-  iWilli^^ 

venor»  part,      c  Thomas  Ihrock. 


■,\n,^A.  ;  (.ThofnasBqdge, hatter. 

«"-  - ■  fRogbr  MOey,  liikA- 

,;>i^.  -1   .*  [^     draper. 

Thii{^du^a  pare  of  :the  cop  that  indofed  the  . 
]lciQri^^'4>ringws(hed  it  was  rebu^^  and 

faced  with  ftooc.  .,  "     , 

•  ' ;  "^    ••  r  John  Marfd«»  fugar* 

1722.'  Laur:  Gothcf,-  j  TiSlS^D^k^  ^ 

{Peter  Parry,  hatter, 
Charles  Bingley^  up- 
holder. 
»^«^      T/vk«  P-^rir^..       f  Edward  Twambrook, 

1726.  John  Parker,      J  James  Butroughs, 

mercer.  i  The.  Davis,  clothier, 

rXhomas  Maddock, 

1727.  James  Comber.  1      goldfmith, 

bach.  I  TiKHnas  Gother,:  linen- 

L     draper, 
A(ceflton  of  George  11, 

tjofeph  Parker, 
Ralph  Bingley,  chand- 
ler. ^ 
Arixfjm 
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f^m--        ttsTon.  Sheriffs. 

{John  Francis, 
Thomas  Ravenfcroft, 
canner. 
{Andrew  Duke,  wet- 
glover, 
George  Fernall. 

{Edward  Nichols,  apo- 
thecary, 
William  Edwards. 

TKis  fear  there  was  a  ftrong  conteft  bet^wen 
Sir  Robert  Grofvenor,  Bart,  and  Richard  Manley, 
cfi)»  tor  the  honour  of  reprefenting  this  city  in 
pirlidoient.  The  eleftion  commenced  on  Wcd- 
DdvUy  the  24th  of  January,  and  ended  on  the 
jtift  of  that  month.  Sir  Robert  Grofvenor  was 
tbtf  lucctfsful  candidate. 

This  year  an  a6t  was  granted  to  empower  the 
Rivti-  Dor  Company  to  enclofe  the  White  Sands, 
UA  condition  that  they  made  a  navigable  cut  or 
rtvrr  from  the  fea  to  this  city.  The  firft  fod  was 
cut  by  Richard  Manley,  efq.  on  Good  Friday  the 
«c«h  of  A^ril,  1733 ;  and  the  work  was  after- 
«k  ar\ls  camtvl  on  with  great  vigour  until  it  was 
v\wpWtly  finilhcd. 

rhis  year  alderman  James  Manwaring  and  al- 
JertiMii  Henry  Bennett  oppofcd  alderman  George 
lohmoa  and  alderman  Peter  EUames  for  the  office 
KM  Mivoi.  The  matter  was  difputed  on  both 
uoa>  \\  !ch  great  warmth. 

{Charles  Mitton,  wine- 
merchant, 
Robert  Holland. 

Anno 
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Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

This  year,  April  firft,  was  a  trial  before  TMf; 
Juftke  Verncy,  at  the  Caftle,  between  John  Wil- 
Uams,  efquire,  alderman  Henry  Bennet,  arid  others^ 
plaihtifis ;  and  Sir  Robert  Grofvenor,  baronet, 
defendant ;  which  was  determined  in  favour  of  the 
latter. 

1 736.    Sir  Watkin  Wil-  f  Thomas  Bingley, 

liams  Wynne,  <      jgrocer, 

baronet.  t  John  Hallwood,  grocer, 

173,7.     Sir  Robert  Grof-  5  Ralph  Probcrt,  hatter, 

venor.  c  Tho.  Brofter,  cutler.    . 

1738.    Nathan  Wright. }  ^""^  ^''^^^  '^'^»"'*^"- 
^^  ^      c  John  Snow^  weaver. 

Oftober  27th,  war  was  declared  againft  Spain. 

This  year  commenced  the  great  froft,  which 
continued  thirteen  weeks.  The  ice  on  St.  John's 
Dee  was  above  three  feet  thick ;  and  a  large  flieep 
was  roafted  whole  upon  it,  oppofite  the  Bowling- 
green.  Carts  and  horles  laden  went  frequently  ovfer 
the  ri^rer. 

{William  Smith,  inn- 
holder, 
Edm.  Bolland,  mercer. 
{Edward  Partington,  at- 
torney, 
Benj.  Perry n,  gent. 

Annf 
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Anoo        Macyors.  Sheri/Fs.- 

{Robert  CawJey,  watch- 
maker, died,  fpcceed- 
edbyWiU.Cowper, 
John  Page,  ftationer. 

1743.    Thomas  Davics.  |  Ben:Maddock,maltfter, 
.  ^^^  I  John  Egcrton,  brewer. 

"  April  7th,  war  was  declared  againft  France. 


r  Peter  Dewlbury,  tailor, 
1744.     The.  Maddock.  <  Richard  Richardfon, 

L      filverfmith. 

{Gco.Griffiths,  plumber, 
Thomas  Maffcy,  luicn- 
draper. 


'A  fecond  rebellion  began  in  Scotland,  which 
was  hflppily  defeated,  April  i6th;  1746,  by  the 
late  duke  of  Cumberland^  at  (he  memorable  battle 
ofCuUoden. 

This  year  James  Manwaring,  efquire,  oflfered 
hhnfelf  a  candidate  to  reprefent  the  city  in  parlia- 
ment :  But  the  eleftion,  after  a  very  warm  and 
tpirited  conteft,  terminated  in  favour  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Grofvenor,  baronet,  and  Philip  Henry  War- 
burton,  efquire. 

1 746.     Edward  Yearfley  f  Thomas  Maddock, 
died,  fucceeded<      linen-draper, 
by  Ed.  Nichols.  L  The.  Bridge,  hatter. 

!  Thomas  Cotgreve, 
linen-draper, 
Edward  Walle}^  hatter. 
fjohn  Lawton,  inn- 
holder, 
Peter  Ellames,druggift. 
This  year,  on  the  5th  of  February,  peace  was 
proclaimed  with  France  and  Spain. 

Anno 
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Anno       Mtyon.  Shciiffs. 

{Charles  Parry,  hatter, 
Henry  Heflceth,  Wine- 
merchant.' 

Two  Irishmen  were  gibbeted  on  the  Parkgatt 
r^ad  for  murder,  .    .  .  , 

{John  Hickcock,  tanner, 
March- 6th,  1752., 

This  mayor  was  eminently  diftinffuilhed  for  hk 
ftrid  and  impartial  adminiftracion  of  juftice; 

This  year  the  (tile  was  altered.  It  took  place  on 
the  24  ^f  September,  the  3d  being  accoiiinted  the 
13^,  tHc  eleven  days  oeing  thus  1<jft,  made  the 
ftile  equal  throughout  the  Giriitian  world»  accord* 
ingto  the  council  of  Nice  in  154P. 

{Rich.  OUerhead,  apo* 
thecary. 
Rich.  Lcdlham,  ditto. 

T\    ixfir  ^        fThomasAftle,  cabinet- 
,754.    Dr.W.lham        \     ^^^^^ 

towper.  ^rj.^^  j^^jj-j^jj^  ^ittorncy, 

Sarah  Dean  was  hanged  this  year. 

T  I     D         f     cCha.  Bofwell,  brewer, 
1755.    John  Page,  efq.  J  j^^  wilkinfon,  baken 

(^     May  24,  war  was  declared  againftFrance. 

4  N  Annoi 
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Aijjtjo      ..Mayors.  .  ,  Sheriffs; 

i'75^»    Pct^r  pcwibuty^  c  John  Johiifbii j>Iuxnbert 
tailor.  I  Geo,  F^nch,  toyman. 

J ij'ias.  ve*r  Uic  pillars  ill. tJ^.S^fhAfig  were. re- 
moved trom  the  midcue  to  ^dic  Eaft  fide,  and 
ibpps  built  on  the  Weft  fide. 

1757.    Rich.  Richard-    ^  Tho.  Cfaven,  grocer, 
fon.  c  Robert  Lloyd. 

VJ..  Tho.  C«g«^  { JXS15^«^. 

../I^  yqir  .tIic^brk7Houfe  Jor  Houfe  of  In- 
d^^ftiy^.was  6nj3h$d,  i^eing  built  qd  aoartof  the 
Kobd-fiye  Copp,  i^  the  poor  of  the  feveital 
j^jihef  to  the  amou(tt  of  two  hundred  and  up- 
wards were  placed  there  accordingly.     . 

1 759.  Sir  Rich-  Grofve*  \  Thomas  Slaiighter^  ef(}« 

nor,  bait.         c  Peter  Morgan,,  efq. 

The  Gehend  Iiifiraiary  was  finilhed  this  year, 
and  patients  admitted  oh  the  1 1  th  of  March. 

1760.  Tho.  Gn>fvenor,|T^;^^^<^«''  ^"8^* 

^^*  (.Sam.  Dob,  gentleman. 

His  prefeht  Majefty  was  proclaimed. 

1761.  Tho.  Cholmoh-  P't^cfe  ""'""' 

dclcy,  efq.       (  jof.  Crew,  apothecary. 

ianuary  the  1 3th  ^arwas  dedared  agaiflft Spain. 

'Aniu» 


OF    E.NG  j^  A  N9,  fi^^ 

This  yo^  a|i  a^  was  panted  to  the  Corporation 
of  Chdtcf  »  light  the  city  with  l^mps,  clean.  ^ 
ftreets,  andeft^Uilh  a  re^lar  watch,  and  firennen; 
the  expence  of  which  was  defrayed  by  a  tax  laid 
on  ajU  houffkcepfrs^  paupers  expepjed. 

Pe:u:e  yw  proclaimed  with  J^rance,  andSpaiii^ 
Mwch  30^ 

Novtniber  28,  ten  yards  of  Txiifitfifitc  wcff^ 
takeri  down,  and  rebuilt  by  John  Jordan,  a  mafpo. 

Saturday  April  28,  Mary  Heald,  of  Mere-toyn* 
ifli  Cheflurt^  was  ;exccut^  in  Boi^hton,  oppc^. 
the  gallows ;  fhe  was  firft  ftranglea  on.  a  pci|^  and, 
afterwards  burnt,  for  poifoning  her  hufband ;  fhe 
y^  drairo'on  a  fledge  to  the  place  of  e3^ecu^iQn, 
4Dd  was  one  of  th<  people  callca  Quakers.'      '-  ^' "  ^ 

Auguft  18,  part  of  the  Ipire  of  St.  Peter's  was 
taken  down,  sind  rebuilt  by  one  Wainwr^ht  t>f 
Liverpool,  V  which  time  one  WilliiMn  Wright^  s^ 
Cordwaing',  being  merry  with  fpme  companions^ 
for  a  trifling  wa^r  of  a  c^uart  of  ale  went  to  the 
top,  but  one  dk  the  fcaftold  planks  giving  way, 
he  unfortunately  fell  down  upon  the  body  of  the 
church,  and  was  killea. 

1763.  Holmes  Bur-      ^Tho.  Griffiths,  grocer, 

rows.  t  John  Thomas,  brazier, 

1764.  Edw.  Burrows,  f  ^XaiT^^"'^ '^ 

^^^'-  I  Francis  Waljlcy,  hatter, 

{Thomas  ^wf rs,  linen- 
draper. 
WiU.WiUiain?,ikinner. 
4N2  This 


/ 
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•  This  yctr  the  Newgate  arch  -was  taken  dourn 
and  enlarged. 

Anno        Mayors  Sheriflfs* 

{WiH.  Sdllersy  brewer, 
Gabriel  Smicfaj  watch- 1 
maken 
■  i  ■  ' 
Auguft  the  8th,  the  South-weft  comer  ftone  o£ 
tkb  £aft*gate  arch  was  laid  by  aldennan  John 
Pag^y  provincial  grand  mafter  of  the  antient  and 
nioftrlibnourableiocietyof  free  aiid- accepted  nna« 
fons^  attended  by  four  regular  lodg^  -,  and  like- 
wife  on  the  fame  day  the  right  worlhipful  the 
mayor^;ihenflfs»  and  aldermen  laid  the  North*weft: 
corner  ftone. 

iro    'n\.    \    D  r«^it  r  Jof.Snow.wine-mercht. 

This  year  the  proprietors  of  the  river  Dec  com- 
pany  built  a  very  larg^  and  commodious  quay  (or 
¥riiarf).for  the  difcharging  of  velTels,  and  like* 
wife  fcveral  large  warehoufes,  &c. 
'  April  7th  the  centers  of  the  Eaftgate  arch  were 
ftrucK  by  Mr.  John  Davies,  mafon,  mafter  of  the 
work. 

Mr.  Yoxall  of  Nantwich  lett  off  for  ever  a  piece 
of  ground  (at  three  (hillings  a  yard)  leading  to  the 
Old  Crane  to  build  a  new  Itrect^  called  Old  Crane* 
ftreet,  formerly  a  timber-^yard. 

1 769.    George  French^  CThp, Powell,  upholder^ 
teaman*     •       (Tho^Amery,  Imen-dra. 

This  year  the  race  ground  on  the  Rood-Eye  wsls 
enlai^,  and  two  ftone  fchairs  were  eroded  : .  The 
?enticc  was  alfo  enlarged. 

Thurf. 


dicMilbVftonD  ot  hflll  indnSn,  mendtiif^/iaUmjk 
«flw*Md  thunder  ivhkb^M'  u|toiK  tiicr  ;^|^tf>   * 
Tnhi^  trhurdyl^raitfMnnaged  itidbriMch  thtMitft 
i>y  >>■'#  ^tofibt  tywif  *ll<iwi>  aboat ,  dghc  yanicjk 

AiiM        Mayors.      -' r-       ShenfiJ     ' 

--*— ^*—    ^  L*       ^»  T^  ,1  iiA   ■lilt'-**'*-     -■^'-       bJ    1    J^£^mm 

«ft.4|bnB  io€  wmA  !ewdF . :|cnoOTl  ik  thfe  ^leamtfiidl 
win. '  ;i|4dl8«r^dQm  icfclBl^i 

being  juft  finHhcd)  that  ii  ws|s  obliged  ar.|ift  1«iWi 
d0Mn  thrcse  couifes  bdow  the  tojp^  and  rebuilt. 
Tftsa^f]4UT't>£  the. ipire  #a9.  three  tines .rebuikio 

tiMmj^  -^-^    -^^'^* 

'Trinity  church  was  enlarge 

i*^  l?fak  year  the  ekftiont' for  ilxrifis  was  wa^T 
e6iittft€d;Mc.  Henry  Kidei'AppoGAgMr./TkNM*- 

Edwards ;  the  former  pdUed  365  and  the  latsor 

^  An  aft  vwas  this  year:  gmmcd  to  the  fiibfciift 
ben:for  making  an  inhndcanal  from  Chc&orttfe. 
Middlewichy  Nantwich,  &c.  The  ncwa>apMrdl 
on  Tburfiiay  March  12,  when  the  bells  in  all  the 
cfautdics  mtese  rung,  and  i^  tbee^iomtbe  ilhn^K 
tmoM  in  the  dty  wei^  univerial;^  Tht  next  chy 
the  proprietors,  with  a  number  of  gentlemen  and 
tncwiAen^tibflnD  in  canriago  «iid  tither»tui  hoi-&-  i 
Jbttdc  wcm  to  cheGlofidUHifetooe^  J 

—    -  '  -  -  -^m 


Chamberlaine,  AenJiai|9)0iM»dtf«i;iWiUi^ 


- '« 
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nrrrart,  oa  tbcir  return  from  folicicing  the 
2ttL     Titer  grjKcd  die  town  amidil  chc  joyliil  ac- 
:!iigItfeA  cf  JofTC  thoufands»  who  attended  them 


«rtae  Exz&asge,  nhae  an  clq^t  entertainroenc. 
«8  rnnsTtd^^tbe  nxxn  iHuminated^  and  a  large 
scoee  tigind  in  the  GrDto-Market,  In  the  pro- 
ctfc:;  WIS  a  boat  fixed  on  a  carriage  drawn  by 
fx  hcrij  decorated  with  banners,  ori  which  thd 
rrrss  ct  Mr.  Crewe,  of  Cm^^c,  were  painted.  On. 
MocdiT  Mar  the  4th»  the  right  worihipful  the 
2-^rc.%  aldermen,  and  common-council  or  the  city 
ost  the  nrft  fikl  in  the  Quarry-field  near  the  Water- 
cower. 

.iana        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

I?  7  2.    Jo.  Crewe,  apo-^  John  Hallwood»  grocer, 
thecary.  (.Tho.  Lea,  tobacconift. 

After  the  mayor  and  iherifi^  were  elcftcd  there 
was  a  motion  made  by  counfellor  Hughes,  whether 
die  freemen  of  the  city  of  Chcftcr  have  not  a  legal 
righr  according  to  the  charter  of  Henry  VII.  to 
choofe  the  common-council-mcnj  and  other  annual 
officers  for  this  corporation  ?  The  anfwer  by  the 
recorder  was,  that  it  was  an  old  cuftom  for  feveral 
years  patt  tor  the  corporation  to  choofe  the  com- 
inon-council-men ;  Mr.  Hughes  faid  that  he  knew 
it  was  an  old  ufagc  and  cuflbm,  but  that  cuftom  yras 
not  valid  according  to  the  charter ;  he  then  de- 
inandcd  a  poll  in  favour  of  Mr.  Sonuier,  grocer, 
and  Icveral  other  fufficient  tradefmen,  which  was 
immediately  rejeded  by  the  body  corporate.  The; 
recorder  faid  it  muft  be  referred  to  the  Coun  of 
K^ing^s  Bench,  and  they  unanimoufly  with  one  voice 
ci  icd  Try  it.  Try  it,  and  fo  cleared  the  court. 

I  hunddv  November  the  5th,  about  nine  o'clock 
-\  the  evening,  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  were  much 
.!a-nKd  by  what  was  thopgbt  xo  be  the  Ihock  of 

to 
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«a^ieOT&(ii'd£c  f.  bat' it  yras  160  Iboh  Icnoirn  tJMt 
a  J10U&  4n  which  a  puppctKlkow.HasIperforiiu 
had  been  blown  iip  .bf  a  Quantity :o£g^opDwil(^ 
confiftmg  of  eight  hundred  and  a  half  weighty 
lodged  under  tfie  {how-room,,  by  foftie  acciwAt 
lUtW^ukcxkBic..  By  U^iSfOnhappy  exjHofiqn  tif 
were  inilsHidy.  killcady  and  fix  (fied  afterwards  w 
the  wounds  received  there.  The  audience  con- 
fifrod  oFaboiic  140.  THegeneraldiftrefsqccafiOn^i 
bv  chb  fatal  event  may  be  much  morexafily  inUU 
gined  than  defcribed.  .  Suffice  it  tciay^.thatthe 
ftreets  and  rows  were  filled  with  the  friends  of  the 
unfortunate  fuiierers,  whofe  ihrieks  and  cries  were 
truly  lamentable. 

On  Friday  the  izth  of  February  died  Mr.  W. 
Emus,  j^'ocer^  in  CheAer.  A  man  of.  ^  fair  and 
hmeft  cliarader,  who  was  much  refpe^ed  when 
living,  and  his  death  univerfally  lamented;  but 
more  pisirticularly  fo,  as  it  was  occafioned  by  his 
e^rceffive  grief  for  the  fatal  accident  of  theblowixiK 
up  of  the  gunpowder  in  his  warehoufe  on  the  5th 
of  the  preceding  November,  tho'  it  was  neitherby 
hia  orders,  nor  with  his  knowledge,  that  any  TuGh 
-quantity  was  lodged  there.  The  fliock,,  however 
'was  too  great  for  a  benevolent  heart,  and  afteri'ufier- 
'ing  an  uncommon  fhare  of  anxiety  and  diftreis  of 
mmd,  he  was  feized  with  a  violent  fever,  and  fell  a 
vi&im  to  the  tenderncfs  of  his  difpofition. 

Aiipo        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

1773.  Sir  Watkin  Wil-  f  fr  ?"^^'  ^''S*"*^ 
liams  Wvnn  J  J"^*^"  Turner,  tanner, 
Lf^n^;^  *  1  died,  fucceeded  by  . 
baronet.  (_  jho.  Roberts,  grier. 

On  Monday  November  the  i6th  there  was.  a 
greaver  flood  than  has  been  remembered  here  for 
ttmnj  years,  it  overflowed  the  Old  and  New  Quay, 

and 
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iod  paut  of  Crane-ftreet,  doing  confidend)le  da« 
nuige.  It  likewife  wafhed  down  part  of  the  Kood^ 
.Eye  Gopp,  and  overflowed  the  fame. 

Anno        Mayors.  Sheriffs. 

1774.  Jofeph  Dyfon,     (RL  Ledfham^carpenter^ 

efquirc.  |  Will.  Curies,  ikinncr. 

This  year  there  was  an  eleftion  for  fheriifs.  Mr. 
William  Corles  oppoied  Mr.  John  Chamberlain  i 
the  former  was  the  fuccefsful  candidate. 

1*1.         r*  .flj .  .rTho.  Panton,  mcrcht. 

1775.  Thomas  Griffith  J  j^^^Chamberlaine, 

grocer.  (^     merchant. 

'1776.     James  Broad- .    C  John  Monk,  printer. 
»  hurft.  i  Peter  Brofler,  ftationer. 

On  the  9th  of  Dec.  were  executed,  at  Chefter, 
Chriftopher  Lawlds,  Ilaac  Hutchinfbn,  Alexander 
Solomon,  and  Jofeph  Ifaacs;  for  a  burglary  in  the 
Ihop  of  Mr.  Pembcrtpn,  of  Chefter,  filverfmith. 
*— Lawlefs  and  Hutchinfon  (the  former  of  whom 
was  25,  and  the  latter  24  years  old)  had  been  af- 
foclates  in  iniquity  feveral  years,  and  committed 
many  robberies  on  the  highway  \  of  which  they 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  dilclofe  any  particu- 
lars. Ifaacs,  a  Jew,  aged  about  22,  was  bred  a 
feal- engraver,  and  reckoned  a  good  workman  ; 
but  aJ-tcr  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticefliip, 
during  the  term  of  which  his  conduct  was  irre- 

f>roachable»  he  led  an  extravagant  and  diflipated 
ifr,  which  lb  greatly  cmbarramrd  his  affairs,  that, 
■  indcfpairof  bt^ing  able  to  extricate  himfdf  by  the 
utmolt  excriions  of  honeft  induftry,  he  formed  a 
connexion  with  Lawlefs,  who  kept  a  public  Iioufe 
in  London  which  he  had  for  fome  time  frequented ; 

and 
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mti^M^^fifMtAi  Mil  TTlffriilihiiL  "iilH  WlJIi 
*Miin]iijiwiihf  il  in  cteJHyAeHM&tf!  Cf     -^-^ 
iciigeMr^ltiMi^ 
im  igflodUAidui  dMt^«^mua  triumyinMiet 
ibttr  noMUftefiM^  i^ttd  to  vSfit  fiUadd^t^. 

TftOiftniMftiwi  lUnvm^a  iwietjr^liftruifKMi 
4br  ftvcts^  ledu^  bolo^  Ire.    Atffintdft^uDQyl^ 

conceakd^  a.cfeGgn  to  nob  the  boufeof  Mti  Iffr 
land,  a  diftiUcr  there ;  from  which  they  took  a 
-ncniiwaltfe^iiTOtity  of  plate^  &c.  From  this  mb- 
-bOQIJdMfudinred  no  emolumtnt^  their  colleague^, 
.wk^Miff^OftA  the  plate  to  London,  having  beeD 
•§MK^'4tm6itli4^tyd  committed  to  prifon. — At  Lr- 
1Cir|UtivdMy  flftet  with  Alexander  Solomon,  and 
Mkbad  Lyon  (both  Jews),  the  latter  of  whoiti 
WilildftiMed  evidence.  At  the  requcft  of  Solomon, 
4ritoiFiAfiAidci|  cm^barkation  for  Dublin  (in  which 
-^fkyfJjmAcA  Iras  born)  was  delayed,  and  a  bur- 
4J^'m*kt^biof^  Max CunrtAng^batti, taatena^ 
itift&tdrtft  jUivcfpooi.  Ffootdut  tiown  thejrcMt 
M  CMtoCi  #te^theycomiiniied  daring  the  Aff^ 
HMwiMes.  At  thtttiirie  they  wore  pi«vente4^^^^ 
^mahSsAt  by  ilie  general  hucry,  from  exeonif^^ 
•Atfit  projeSed  burglaries.  From  thence  dieywcdc 
•^i^Manckefter,  wbtre  they  remained  a  fa*r  da^i^ 
,mA  on  FAdtf  the  2ddi  of  September  all  returned^ 
,eoitpi  Solomon^  to  Chciler,  wfaene:  on  the  iiealt 
ji^  they  eommitted  the  robbery  for  itrbicii«tfa^ 
^dbrcd.  It  WIS  hoped  that  the  deteftioacfdn 
.fa  wanld  hare  fed  ta  Ibme  ufefikxl  difcofvtnw»4Mt 
^tivory  endea^oor  to  induce  tbJmr  to'  make  ibcfl» 
»Bmrai  mdk&xuii:-  Soiomtfn  was  dsout  45  ytaft 
4f!.^  and  kadibSMredbiafiagrs^  with  tft  uaitti- 

i^edchaiai^^-in  the  cities     LoAdiM^vDiil|. 

i-and'Bfiffiol^iwfome  years.  HedA&dhj(ra% 
4  O  ever 
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ever  wronged  Mr.  Barry  (whom  it  was  faid  he  had 
defrauded  of  9C0I.);  but  acknowledged  he  de- 
fenred  deadi  for  his  cruel  treaunenc  of  his  wife  and 
five  children.  The  behaviour  of  thelc  unhappy 
men  at  the  place  of  execution  was  decent  and 
manly.  The  reflection  that  they  had  never  imbru- 
ed  their  hands  in  die  blood  ot  their  fellow-crea- 
tures afforded  them  the  higheft  fatisfadion.  A 
vaft  concourfe  of  people  attended  the  melancholy 
icene,  who,  whilft  they  abhorred  the  crimes^  com- 
miferated  the  men.  ' 

On  Thurfday  the  loth  of  April,  1777,  was  exe- 
cuted, at  Chefter,  Samuel  Thorley,  a  butcher's  fol- 
lower at  Conglcton,  for  the  murder  of  Anne  Smith, 
1  ballad-finger,  aged  22.  This  tranfa£tion  was  at- 
tended with  luch  horrid  circumftances  of  deliberate 
cruelty  and  favag;e  barbarity  as,  we  would  hope 
for  the  honour  ot  humanity,  will  henceforward  rc- 
.main  unparalleled. — It  appeared  in  proof,  that  the 
prifoner  met  the  deceafed  on  a  footway  near  Con- 
gleton,  and  prevailed  on  her  to  accompany  him  to 
a  hollow  place  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  road  ; 
where  he  fevered  her  head  from  her  body  ;  cut  her 
arms,  legs,  thighs,  and  breafts  off;  took  her  bowels 
and  her  tongue  out ;  and,  after  having  cut  off  the 
calves  of  her  legs,  and  other  fleihy  parts,  he  threw 
what  remained  of  the  carcafs  into  a  brook.  His 
motive  for  thus  disjointing  her,  was,  very  proba- 
bly, a  perfuafion  that  thefe  fmall  parts  would  be 
fpeedily  carried  by  the  flood  into  a  river  that  was 
at  no  great  diftance  from  the  brook.  Having  by 
tliefe  means,  as  he  thought,  fecured  himfclf  trom 
a  poflibility  of  dctedtion,  he  placed  the  parts  he 
dcligned  for  food  in  his  apron,  carried  them  to  the 
houle  of  an  old  woman,  and  told  her,  that  he  had 
received  from  a  butcher,  who  had  been  driving 
pigs  on  the  road,  the  flefh  of  one  that  died,  which 

he 
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he  dcfircd  flic  would  put  up  for  hiiri.  The  next 
morning  he  called  upon  her,  and  afked  leave  to 
bo9,'  what  he  called,  his  pork  -,  which  being  grant-^ 
<di  after  dreffing,  he  ate  a  part  of  it  for  breakr 
faftj  finding  it  to  difagree  with  him,  he  dcfircd 
the  woman  to  throw  the  remainder  away.  But  her 
dadghter,  who  looked  upon  it  as  real  pork,  boilod 
it  for  the  greafc.— Soon  after,  fome  men,  who  hact 
occafion  to  pafs  by  the  brook,  obfcrved  a  petticoa^ 
in  the  water,  which  awakening,  their  fuimcioii| 
they  fearched  attentively,  and  found  all  the  iirnfes, 
the  brcafts,  and  tongue  of  a  human  body,  and  re- 
moved them  to  a  barn.^  The  head  and  face  being 
feen  by  an  old  woman  In  the  neighbourhood,  flie 
inftantly  exclaimed,  "  It  is  poor  Anne  Smith,  the 
"  ballad-finger." — It  ftioula  not  be  omitted,  that 
the  prifoner  aflifted  in  fearchihg  for  the  remains  .of 
the  C)ody,  and  expreflcd  a  ftrong  deteftation  t)f  the 
unknown  murderer. — A  countryman,  more  faga- 
cious  than  his  neighbours,  obferving  that,  as  the 
dcceafed  was  cut  up  like  a  pig,  the  a6t  was  pro- 
bably perpetrated  by  a  butcher  •,  he  immediately 
conceived  a  fufpicion  of  Thorley,  who  was  known 
t6  be  a  vagabond-man,  of  an  avaricious  and  fero-s 
cious  dilpofition ;  frequently  lying,  to  fave  the  ex- 
pence  ot  lodging,  in  barns,  and  eating  raw  meat 
at  butchers  ftalls  -,  who  he  fuppofed  had  conceal- 
ed the  flclh  in  fome  barn  for  food.  Filled  with 
this  idea,  he  fearched  the  houfe  of  the  old  woman 
in  whofe  cuftody  the  flefh  had  been  left,  who, 
upon  being  informed  of  the  reafon,  acquainted 
him  with  the  foregoing  particulars  as  far  as  flic 
was  concerned,  and  produced  what  remained  of  the 
flefli.  The  man  oblerving  that  it  was  not  briftly, 
like  a  fcraped  pig,  flcewered  the  fevcral  pieces  to- 
gether, and  took  them  to  a  Surgeon ;  who  declar- 
ed that  the  firft  part  which  he  examined  was  a  calf 
of  the  leg  of  fome  human  body.  I'he  prifoner 
4  O  2  was 


/ 


was  {bos  after  apprehended,  and  confiefied  tbo 
faft.  Oq  being  quefikioned^  wha^  coujd  induce 
him  to  commit  fo  horrid  a  crime?  he  anfwered. 
That  having  frequently  heard  that  human  flefl^re^ 
(cabled  young  pig  in  tafte,  curii^ity  prompted 
jiim  to  try  if  it  was  true.*r*-He  behaved  with  gne^t 
uppaxcnt  indifference  in  hia  way  to^  and  at,  the 
otJQws ;  where  \ifi^  only  aii(ed  the  Exeputioner  if 
Ee  intended  to  ftrip  him  96xx  his  deaths  and»  on 
bduig  anfwered  in  the.  negative,  feemed  to  feel  feme 
fatisfaftiop,*^Hia  body  afterwards  was  hung  in 
chains  on  a  heath  near  Congletoo,  not  far  from 
the  place  where  the  fadt  was  committed,— The 
witnefles  on  his.  trial  averred^  that  the  prifoner  had 
never  fliewn  any  nuu-ks  of  infanity  \  and  appeared 
perfuadedt  that  extreme  avarice  was  his  principal 
mduceooent  to  the  commiflion  of  this  mocking 
cnmc 
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The  andent  Revenues  of  the  Barrdbm  bf 
Chest  BR ;  as  apj^e&r$  hy  the  Survey  madf 
^in  fhd^  50th  year  o£  Bang  Edward  1|I. 
CoUe£bd  out  of  the  Kjecords  of  dif  Tqwat 
•f  London,  an4  divets  ancient  Autborc^ 
By  Sir  John  Doddkhidos^  Kn^hL 

Ctmnty' of  CuEitKtM 


The  fcc-ferm  of  the  city  of  Chrftcr, 
Other  profits  out  of  the  city^     -     - 
Farm  of  the  town  of  Medwick, 
Farm  of  the  milk  upon  the  River  Dee, 
Manor  of  Dracklow  in  yearly  rent. 
Farm  of  the  manor  of  Dunmarfh, 
The  foreft  of  Mara,  the  iflues  and? 

profits  thereof,  i 

Rents  and  profits  of  Northwich^  - 
Rent  of  Shotwick  manor,  .  «  • 
Rent  of  Frodfham  manor,  .  -  - 
Profits  of  the  Sheriffs  of  the  county, 
Perquifites  of  courts  holden  by  the  ? 

Juftice  of  Chcfter,  3 

Profits  of  the  Efcheators-ofEce^ 


Sum  total  of  the  revenue  of  the 
earldom  of  Chcftsr, 


} 


£. 

«; 

i. 

100 

0 

d 

4 

0 

a 

6+ 

0 

0 

240 

0 

0 

49 

I 

V9 

'5 

0 

9 

5X 

7 

0 

66 

0 

0 

30 

H 

I 

56 

»3 

4 

124 

7 

4 

100 

0 

0 

too 

0 

0 

lOOI 

3 

7 

The 
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nofio  of  the  manor  of  Hope  and  7 

Hopedalc,  } 

Fronts  of  the  manor  of  EUow,  and  7 

of  the  coat-mincs  there,  3 

Profits  of  the  conftabk  erf  Roth-  7 

hxn^  whereof  hcwasaccountable,  i 
Rent  c£  the  town  of  Flmt, 
Rest  d  the  town  of  CoUhul, 
Rent  of  the  town  of  Carourfe, 
Rent  of  the  town  of  Bagherge, 
Town  of  Vcyvol,  yearly,     -     -    - 
Town  of  Rotkhun,  and  rent  thereof, 
Town  of  Moften,  and  rent  thereof, 
Ph>fits  of  the  office  of  Efcheator  7         ^ 

ofEnglefieW,  J       56    o    o 

TheBloglotofthccounty  of  Flint,  T 

which  confifts  of  the  profits  of  [       72x1     qI 

the  ICO  courts  in  the  county,  J 
Pfcrquiixtcs  of  the  feflions  in  Flint, 
Profits  of  Elchcator  in  the  faid  7 

cour.t\%  3 

Sum  toci!  of  the  revenues  of  the") 
cirUiom  of  Chefter,  arifing  > 
from  the  county  of  Flint.         J 


£• 

s. 

d. 

63 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

8 

14 

0 

56 

0 

0 

4- 

23 

7 
6 

10 
.8 

14 
13 

3 
6 

4^ 
8 

7* 
15 

9 
6 

2 
8 

Rents  ci  Macclesfield  borough, 
Pr^^fiis  of  Macclesfield  hundred, 
Pronr?  c(  Macclesfield  foreft, 
Pronrs  of  Macclesfield  ftore, .  -  • 
Herbogr  anvl  agilbnents  of  the 
park  of  Macclesfield, 


I 


Sur^  tt^ul  of  Macclesfield  lordfhip.     164    o     8 

_ 

Sum 


30 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

442 

6 

2 

31 

0 

0 

31 

14 

0 

88 

0 

0 

^3 

6 

8 

6 

0 

0 

164 

0 

8 
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C*    s.    d. 
Sum  total  of  all  the  revenue bf  the") 

faid  earldom,  in  the  counties    \     ^  •  q- 

ofCheftcr  and  Flint,  and  lord,  f  "94    9    ». 
fhip  of  Macclesfield.  J 

but  of  which  total  fum  there  were  deduced 
thefe  fumi  following,  viz. 

Alms  of  the  faid  earldom,      -      -      61     6     8 
To  Sir  Rich.  Stafford  129I.  as  1        . 

due  of  a  rent  out  of  the  faid     >     12900 

earldom,  j 

Fees  of  the  Jufticcs  yearly,     -     •     100    o    o 
Which  being  dedufted,  thfe  whole") 
.  revenue  of  the  faid  earldom  r^-  I    . ^o^  i<     c 

maining,  not  allowing  any  other  I     ^  ^    ^  ^ 

fees  to  officers,  amounted  to    J 


The  Revenues  of  the  Earldom  of  Chester, 
as  they  ftand  charged  to  the  Crown,  are 
as  follows : 

Tlje  County  of  Chester. 

£.     s.    d. 
Fee-farm  of  the  city  of  Chefter,     -       22     2     4J. 
Efcheated  lands  within  the  faid  city,         070 
Rents  of  the  manor  of  Dracklow?         ^  ^ 

andRudheath,  I       2D     2     5 

Farmof -the  town  of  Med  wick,  -  21  6  o 
Profits  of  Mara  and  Modren,  -  34  o  9 
ProfitsofShotwick  manor  and  park,  23  19  o 
Fulling-mills  upon  the  River  Dee,  11  00 
Annual  profits  of  Frodfham  manor,  48  o  o 
Profits  of  Macclesfield  hundred,  -  6  i  8 
Fann  of  Macclesfield  borough,      -       16     i     3 

Profiti 


^ 


£.     s.    d. 

ProHtsofthefardkofMaedeifiBld,  i^.  xa  ii^ 

Profits  of  Efchqator  of  CheflCTy     *  44  19    o 

Ftofics  of  the  Sheriff ^  tib«  fiui  7  . 

county,  J  -  43  '*    3 

Profits  of  the  Chamberlain  of  the? 

;   eototyofChfftn;  J  55  H    o 

i 


M    »l      H*    'I."!""* 


Sum  toul  of  the  revenue  of  the 
faid  earldom,-  in  theccnmtyef  \    418     i  .  t\ 

Chcftcr. 


Tearijf  value  of  EDow,     ...  20    8    o 

Farmof  the  townof  FKnt,     .     -  3  J  19    4 

Farm  of  Carourfe, 724 

•Calflc  of  Ruthlam, 5  12  10 

Rents  and  profits  of  Moften,     .     .  700 

Rents  and  profits.oi^CoUhulV  ^    .  54  <^    ^ 

Rents  of  Ruthlam  town,     -    -    -  44  17     ^ 

LanAj  m  Etigicfield;  yearly  value,  23  10    o 

Profits  of  Vey  vol,     ---..^  5    9  '  o 

Profits  of  the  office  of  Efcheator,  611  9 
The  mines-of  coal  and  wood  wkh-7 

in  the  manor  of  Moftcn,  J  10 
The  office  of  the  Sheriff  ki  rents  1 

and  cafualties^  J  '^^  ^  ^ 
The  mines  and  proficsof  the  fairs } 

of  Northop,                              3  3     9     ^ 


■I  1^ 


The  total  fum  of  the  faid  mreAoe  7 

.  in  yearly  rent,  3       44    5    4 

in  caiUakies  were  laftly,     ^     .     .      37    o    8 

Tot^  in  the  whole,     »    ..     .     -    tSi     (    o- 

■  ■    ■      Hi    Mil         > 

The 
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l^fiwdTtReofficeQftheefchoiPCer,-  •  -lo  19   b« 

Igbe ^ of  Uie iuftices  of  afliae  ihf  ,^'   ^  '''^' 

;^MOun&s<ifClud|erandHiBt,t.  **^.  **  r» 

Fee  of  thr«cto<ne]r-g!akefii^  ' ...  •  .  4  '  6  i. f  • 

¥tee  of  four  ferjknts  at  la#,     -     .  14  ,•  iS  J8 

gwoMl^ofClKQef.JUafeei  -  10'  00 

^leriffof  Chefler,  hb^     .   ' .  ao    o    • 

CooftabkofCKeflttdi^lditte.  18   ^  *o 

Cpnftible  ;<if  Flint  dftg^  liirf  iSe,  lO    6  'o 

Ungjar'slSrof  Mara  ford^    .    .  411    g 

FteoftheportcrofthcfaidCaftlc,?  ^ 

•.Mdofthc  bailiff  itinerant  there,  J  9    »    ^ 
Pee  of  the  governor  of  the  foreftf 

of  Macdesfield,                       }  "    ^    <^, 
Fee  <^  the  two  clerks  €^  the  ex-  1 

cheque!:  of  Cheftcr>  for  every  >  926 

of  them  4l.  us.  3d.  J 

Fte  of  the  furyevor  of  the  works  1  g          ^ 

within  the  (aid  county  palatine,  C  '    * 
Fee  of  the  keeper  of  the  gardens  f 

aftheCaftlcofCheftcr,           J  4"     3 
Fee  of  the  cryer  of  the  exchequer! 

atCheftcr/                             J  3  ^5    o 

The  yearly  fee  of  the  mafter  car- 1  '^ 

peiter/                                  }  9  «    6 
Fee  of  the  comptroller  of  the  > 

*-.  c^uodes  of  Chcfter  and  Flint,  j  ^  .  * 

*TKc  yearly  fee  of  the  pr^atory  $68 

The  fee  or  the  mafter  cementer,    -  S  12    6 
Fee  of  the  chaplain  of  the  Caftlel 

of Cheftcr,                             J  2    o    a 

♦  P  FW 
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£.    s.  d. 
fte  pud  VOID  the  4aui  and  chaip- 

..ter  of  Chcfter, 
,To  the  maAer  of  thehofiHtal  for 
his  fee. 


Thefumof  thisd>aige  in  Chefter, 
-cnouiiietii  unto 

IWhichfum  of  310I.  9s.  94.  being 
dedufted  out  of  the  former  total 
fum  699L  78.  i^d.  there  doth 
remain  388!.  17s.  si^.  which 
is  ^  clear  remain -<^  the  carl 
^d^pofChefteriaiFUitt. 


19  10  o 

4  IX  o 

310   9  $. 

^    588  17  5t 
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k^^  no  mention  ci  ibis  impjktf  qr  TiUiigay 
X  D^ioa^^  that  in  tltt'dme  of  r 

pIM^^moc  i(  l^seaietli  id  be  t«afte»  'and^^ 
gfjiay  fi&  iii  fhis  hxuidtcd  «feM»w  ip^hittdt  ^ 
<ic  not  fg  mttcK.«#  nwocdjin  rh»f  aticwit  focc 
-*  th^  Iol>fi:mc<MiQ^^ 

^aic  it  anciendy  Mo9K^  to  1%^  ^, 
m  I  €f  the  foundlttion  joc  iirhichppKuy/l  i 

, isnoiefuUy  wl^  I  com^p  tTort^  '       v.       « 

Soon  after  the  diflblution  ot  ^beys  and  relk£ 
9US  houfes  by  Henry  the  Eighth,  it  was  purchatod^ 
tofphtr  With  the  manor  of  Norton,  and  oi&efi 
kvudflL  by  Richard  Brooke,  Efo.;  from  the  kin£; 
fhe  cMiter  under  the  broad  leai.  bearing  date  Sc 
|enA  of  Dccqnbcr,  37  Hcniy  VllU  X54S»  fifffp 
iirhich  time  it  hath  continued  entire,  not  having,  w^ 
charterer  within  the  fame,  unto  his  fuiccpediiig  f^ 
pmtj ;  and  is  now,  anno  Dim).  i$6j^  in  the  pou 
ieifion  of  Sir  Richard  Brook,  of  Noctobi  iMronid^ 
juid  his  tenants.  .1 

AODEN. 

THIS  fmall  town  of  Agden  alfo  is  not  found 
in  Domefday  Book ;  it  is  in  old  deeds  ynkr 
ten  Aketon,  and  (ometimes  AAon,  but  now  coia- 
taonly  called  Agden.  It  feems,  William,  fon  of  Si* 
Mon.de  Lee,  was  pofl^ed  of  Agden  in  the  ram  of 
fi«irf  the  Third,  who  gave  unto  William  Kag^ 
his  foin-m-law,  one  half  uered;  ^' 

Tlu^WiUiam  Rag  was  afterwards  called  VH'* 
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iam  de  Akecon,  from  his  refidcnce  here :  and  by 
clwc  name  Matthew  Soniervyle,  lord  of  Alpra- 
ban,  rclealcth  unto  him  and  his  heirs,  the  implead- 
ing of  him  or  his  tenants  in  his  court  of  Alpra- 
ham,  but  muft  appear  at  his  court  of  Davenham. 
This  was  in  the  year  1270. 

This  moiety  bf  Agden  came  afterwards  to  one 
John  Daniel  of  Agden,  fon  of  William  Daniel,  in 
marriage  with  Ellen,  daughter  of  the  laft  William 
de  Aketon,  or  Agden,  by  entail,  38  Edward  III. 
which  Ellen  married  afterwards  one  Thomas 
Warburton  to  her  fecond  hufband,  and  had  three 
fifters,  Elizabeth,  Agatha,  and  Alice. 

Ellen  (after  the  death  of  Thomas  Warburton) 
covenants  to  fettle  all  her  lands  in  Agden  on  WiK 
liam  Venables,  brother  to  Roger  Venablcs,  then 

¥irfen  of  Rofthorn  church  (both  of  them  fons  td 
homas  Venables  of  Horton,  fon  of  Hugh  Vena- 
bles  of  Kinderton),  and  on  Ellen  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Thoitias  Daniel,  fon  of  John  Daniel  and  Ellen 
his  wife  aforefaid,  by  deed  dated  2  Henry  IV. 
1401.  The  ifTue  of  which  William  Venables  and 
Elkn  his  wife  did  ehjoy  the  moiety  of  Agderi,  and  ' 
inhok  fucceeding  pofterity  have  enjoyed  the  fame 
cirer  fincc  to  this  aay,  1609. 

The  other  moiety  of  Agden  i^ras  held  of  the  ba^ 
rony  of  Dunham-Mafley :  This  other  moiety  Ag- 
nes the  widow  of  John  Leech  of  Altrincham,  and 
daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  de  Aketon  and  Joan 
his  wife,  fold  unto  Sir  J.  Sav^  of  Clifton, 
t  Henry  V:  141 8,  and  Sir  Thomas  Savage,  baro- 
net, l^ing  feizcd  of  the  reverfion  of  this  moi*ty, 
fold  the  fime  to  George  Venables  of  Agden  the 
elder)  17  Jacobi,  1619.  So  that  now  Venablet 
of  Agden  hath  the  whole  manor  of  Agden,  fave 
only  Oufingcroft  Farm,  cum  pertinentiis^  formerly 
granted  away  out  of  Savage's  moiety. 

Hugh  Veuablesof  Agden,  23  Henry  VlII.Tued 

for 
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fox  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  barony  of  KitiT^ 
derton,  as  next  rightful  heir,  againft  Sir  William ' 
Vcnables  of  Golborne,  but  could  never  get  the  ^ 
pofleflion  thereof.  Afterwards  William  Venabks 
of  Agden  releafed  all  his  right  to  Kinderton  lands, 
to  Elizabeths  1588,  unto  Thomas  Venables  of 
Kinderton,  Elq.  father  of  Peter*  Venables  now  ba- 
ron of  fCindertbn. 

Altrincham. 

ALTRINCHAM  is  of  the  ancient  fee  pf  the 
barons  qf  Dunham-Maifey.  In  the  reign  o£ 
Edward  tt}e  Firft,  H^on  de  Maffey,  lord  of  DufJ 
ham  M^flcy,  inllituted  burgefles  in  this  town,  and. 
granted  them  a  Gild-Mercatory  here,  that  is  a  fp-.' 
ciety  for  free  trafiick  and  merchandize,  about  the 
year  of  Chrift  1290. 

Aliphough  wc  ufually  ftyle  the  chief  officer  here 
rnayor  of  Altrincbam,  yet  in  truth  he  is  no  more 
^an  a  principal  officer,  without  any  magifterial 
authority.' 

In  a  rental  of  Dunham-Mafley,  dated  3  Henry- 
IV.  1402,  I  find  there  were  about  forty  freehold- 
en  or  charterers  in  Altrincham,   the  reft  of  thp 
tec^a^ts  of  Altrincham,  then  not  above  eighteen  in  . 
numbJer,  were  tenants  at  will.     And  it  appears  by 
that  rental,  as  well  as  by  another  of  my  own  m 
Henry  the  Seventh's  time,  that  in  thofc'  ages  till 
He)vy  VIII.  the  ancient  tenants  in  our  county  had 
generally  no  leafes  for  lives,  as  now  they  have :  and 
tljfi  rents,  which  at  this  day  we  call  old  rents,  were 
in  thofe  former  ages  the  utmofl:  value  of  fuch  tene- 
ment^ on  the  rack  *,  fo  much  have  thefe  late  ag^^. 
out-ftripped  the  former  in  value,  as  well  of  land 
as  other  ^rommodities. 

At  this  day,  1669,  there  are  above  twenty  char- 
4  0^2  terers 
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terers  in  this  town,  whereof  Robert  Parker's  of 
pldficld-Hall  in'  Altrinchw^,  gentleman,  is  of 
greateft  value,  next  to  which  is  ^at  belonging  to 
William  Lcyceftcr  of  Jlale  Low,  gentleman^  Moft; 
of  fill  the  reft  arc  very  fmall  parcels,  pot  worth  the 
itckoniog  up ;  the  chief  lorcf  being'Qeorge  Booth, 
of  Dunhaip^afley,  lord  Delamere. 

There  are  fo  very  many  fmall  cottages  ereAed 
here^  by  the  permifllon  of  the  lords  of  Dunham- 
Mafiey^  that  it  is  now  become  a  neift  of  beggars. 

AnDEETOV. 

Vj^l  AN  de  Saoipier  held  Anderton,  the  townr 
fhip  of  which  IS  not  in  Doniefday  Book,  in 
the  time  of  Edw.  I.  but  when  firft  granted  to  the 
family  of  Sampier,  or  how  long  it  continued  in  that; 
family,  or  how  and  when  it  devolved  to  Sutton  of 
Suuon,  nigh  Macclesfield,  in  Chefhire,  is  yef  un- 
kjipwn  to  me.  Certain  it  is,  that  Sir  retcr.Warr 
burton,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Common  Pleas  at 
Weftminfter,  purcnafed  this  manor  from  Ric^iard 
Sutton,  fon  of  Francis  .Sutton  of  Sutton,,  nigh 
Macclesfield,  Efq.  by  deed,  dated  the  29th  of  No- 
vember, 43  Eliz.  1600,  frofn  Vhoip  it  defcetided 
unto  Sir  T/iomas  Stanley  of  ^ethcr-Alderley,  ba- 
ronet^, noyr  Qwner  thereof^  1 069,  jo  wit^  fon  of  Sir 
I'honijiS  Stanley,  knight,  l?y  £U;^abeth  his  wife, 
dayghu^r  and  heir  of  the  faid  Peter  Warbyrton.  , 
It  «  how  commonly  faid  of  thi$  village  by  the 
neighboyrbpod,  as  it  were  proverbially,  Tiat  bete 
is  neither  gentlman  nor  beggar^  charterer^  cottager^ 
nor  aleboufey  but  a  common  toithout  end\  for  that  the 
common  is  circular,  Iving  Toynid  al>out  the  tpwn- 
ihip'i;iiind  the  demefne^Kath^biceh  fet'td^I^^ 
men-  and  tenants,  fo  as  iiQ  goitlenian  of  long»time 
hath  lived  there.  •      . ,  : 

.  Apple- 
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Appleton  and  Hull.  % 

THIS  town  of  Appleton  and  Hull,  in  William- 
tbe  Conqqeror's  time,  belonged  to  Ofbirrn, 
foa  of  Tezzon^  the  anceftor  to  the  Boydels  of 
Podlefton,  as  appears  by  the  records  of  DonHef-' 
day  Book. 

I  find  GeflTrey,  ion  of  Adam  de  Ducton  (ancrf- 
tor  to  Warburton^of  Arlcy),  poflefled  of  this  town- 
(hip  in  the  beginning  of  Henry  the  Third's  reign^ 
and  it  is  at  this  prefent  belonging  to  Warburton  of 
Arlcy,  1669. 

Charterers  in  Appleton  and  Hull,  i66if. 

I.  Sir  Peter  Brooke,  of  Merc,  which  lands  he 
lately  purchafed  from  Merbury  of  Walton.  2.  Mf  • 
Gregge,  of  Bradley,  in  Appleton.  3.  Tho.  Birch, 
of  Birch,  in  Lancafliire.  4.  Thomas  Warburton, 
of  Hill-cHfFe.  5.  Mary  Wright,  for  Southerh4*s 
Land.  6.  William  Dentith,  o?  Appleton.  7.  Ro- 
bert Okell^  of  Appleton.  *  8.  John  Webfter,  of 
Appleton.  9.  Widow  Middleton,  of  Appleton. 
^xo.  Mr.  Grimfdich,  of  Grimfdich.  11.  Williaih 
Morris^  o^  Gfopenhall.  12.  John  Roycroft,  of  Ca- 
terich-Lane.  13.  Widow  Duddlc.  14.  Jane  Barker, 
widow.  1 5.  John  MinftiuU.  1 6.  Mr.  Thomas  Hat- 
ton.  '  ty .  Jofcph  Watts.  1 8.  Widow  Mofle.  i 9. 
Peter  Crolby,  ^ntleman.  20.  Tho.  Millington, 
gent.     21.  £dw.  Twambrooke. 

ASHLEY, 

HAMO  4e  Mafiey,  the  firfl:  baron  of  Dunham- 
Mafley,    held.  Afhley  in  the  Gohqueror^ 
time,  as  appears  by  Domefday  Book. 

And 


/ 
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And  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  or  fooncr* 
another  Hamon  dc  Maffey»  then  baron  of  Dun- 
Dam-Mafley,  gave  half  of  Afliley  unto  Robert  de 
Maflcy.  :     ^ 

Kichard,  fon  of  Robert  Mafley,  gave  the  nA- 
nor  of  Alhley  (that  is,  the  moiety  of  Afliley )s unto 
Geffr^  I^utton,  of  Chedle,  in  exchange  for  Dut« 
ton  of  Chcdlc's  land  in  Walton  (to  wit,  the  moie- 
ty of  Nether- Walton),  and  for  eight  Ihillings  rent 
from  William,  fon  of  Kcnewrct,  of  Newton  near 
Cheller. 

Hamon  dc  Mafley,  the  Ton,  confirms  the  grant 
which  Richard  de  Mafley,  fon  of  Robert  de  Maf- 
fpy,  madp  to  Sir  Geffrey  button  of  Chedle,  of  all 
his  land  in  Afliley,  doing  thofe  fervices  which 
Robert  Mafley,  father  of  the  faid  Richard  Mafley, 
did  ufe  to  do  to  Sir  Hamon  Mafley,  the  father. 

Geffrey  Button  of  Chedle  gave  to  Hamon  Dut- 
ton,  his  younger  fon,  his  whole  manor  of  Afliley, 
about  14  Edw.  I.  1286. 

This  Hamon,  feating  himfelf  at  Afliley,  was 
furnamed  De  Afliley,  ^  the  manner  of  thofe  ages 
was,  to  ftylc  men  from  the  places  where  they  lived ; 
and  his  pofterity  afterwards  wholly  retained  the 
furname  of  Afliley  :  which  family  continued  in  the 
name  of  the  Aflileys  at  Afliley,  till  about  the  end 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth. 

I.  About  the  end  of  Henry  the .  Eighth, 
Thomafiri,  daughter  and  heir  of  George  Afhlcyi 
of  Afliley,  Efq.  brought  this  inheritance  unto 
Richard  Brerp ton  of  Lea-Hall,  not  far  from  Mid- 
dlewich,  younger  fop  of  oir  William  Brereton  of 
Brereton,  in  marriage;  by  whom  flie  had  iflfue 
George  Brereton ;  and  two  daughters,  Agne^  and 
Jane.     ' 

II.  George  Brereton,  of  Afliley,  Efq;  fon  and 
heir  of  Richard,  had  iflue  by  Siblll,  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter 
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tcr  and  heir  of  William  Ardern  of  Timpcrley, 
g^iit.  eleven  fons  and  two  daughters  ^  and  was 
fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon,  * 

Hi.  William  Brcrcton,  Efq.  who  married  Janc^. 
bne  of  die  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Peter  War- 
biitton'bf  Arlcy,  Efq.  anno  1589;  by  whom  he 
had  iflue  four  fons  and  four  daughters*  He  wai 
fhttiffof  Chefhire  in  1 609.  He  was  fucceeded  by 
his  eldeft  fon, 

IV.  Richard  Brereton,  who  dying  unmarried^ 
the  eftate  devolved  upon  his  brother, 

V,  Thomas  Brereton,  who  married  Theodofia, 
daughter  of  Sir  Tho.  Tirrell,  of  Caftlethorp  in 
BucKinghamfhire ;  by  whom  having  no  iflue,  his 
cftate  was  enjoyed  by  tliree  of  his  lifters  and  their 
heirs. 

This  Thomas  built  the  domeftic  chapel  at  A(h- 
ley,  and  a  fair  dining-room  there,  anno  1653. 

Charterers  in  Ashley,  1666. 

I.  George  Lord  Delamere  of  Dunham-MafTey 
hath, part  of  Arthur  Worfeley's  tenement,  2.  Da- 
niel  of  Over-Tabley  hath  one  tenement.  3.  Buck- 
ley of  Chedle  hath  part  of  Edward  Hill's  tene- 
ment, the  other  part  is  now  the  Lady  whitmore's, 
purchafed  from  Savage  of  Clifton,  in  Chefliire.  4, 
^fafley  of  Lea-Hall,  in  Mottram-Andrew ;  for 
Harpur's  houfc.  5.  Robert  Heflceth  of  Alhlcy. 
6.  Richard  Wright  of  Afhley.  7.  Tho.  Worfeley 
rfAfliley. 

AsuTo^fupfr  Mersey. 

TH  iE  greateft  part  of  Afhton  fuper  Merfcy  at 
this  day  1666,  belongs  to  Brereton  of  Hon- 
ford.  The  Lord  Delamere  of  Dunham-Mafley 
hath  about  an  eighth  part  thereof. 

ASTOM 
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Asr ov  juxta  Sutton. 

THIS  town  of  Afton  gtive  niaine  to  the  family 
of  the  Aftons,  who  have  been  &ated  here  for 
a  long  time. 

In  the  record  of  D.omefday  Book  we  find,  that 
Odard  held  this  town  under  William  Fiu-NigelU 
(uuron  of  Halton»  anno  1086,  where  we  find  only 
one  Afton  named  \  for  Afton  juxta  Sutton,  and 
AftoHrGrange,  tho'  now  they  are  fevered  and  dif- 
Unguifhed,  I  conceive  were  then  but  one  town. 
.  The  fame  Odard  held  jpart  of  Dutton  alfo  from 
HugbLupus,earlof  Cheftec^a&appeais  bytheiame 
record  •,  which  Odard  was  die  undoubted  anceftor 
tp  the  Duttons  of  Dutton,  as  appears  by  feveral 
deeds  of  great  antiquity  among  the  evidences  of 
Dutton  ofDutton,  which  I  have  feen. 

About  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  I  find 
one  Gilbert  de  Afton  ceruinly  poflefled  of  this 
town  of  Afton  juxt^  Sutton:  In  which  lineiand 
family  it  hath  continued  ever  fince  to  this  day.  Sir 
Willoughby  Afton  of  Afton,  baronet,  being  now 
owner  of  the  fame,  who  hath  built  a  fumptuous 
houfe  hereat  alittle  diftance  from  theoldone,  anno 
166B. 

In  this  town  is  now,  1666,  only  one  charterer, 
which  fmall  freehold  Richard  Morris  of  Afton  is 
poflefled  of:  It  belong^  to  one  Higginfon,  whofc 
daughter  and  heir  married  the  faid  Richard.  Mor- 
ris, and  was  formerly  bought  by  one  J.  Higgin- 
fon,  the  leflee  of  this  land,  from  Thomas  Paver  of 
Loftock,  John  Thomafon  of  Harpesford,  and  Ri- 
chard Tavlor,  joint  tenants  thereof,  25  Hemy 
VUL  This  I  conceive  was  part  of  that  Oxgange 
of  land,  which  Richard  de  Afton  gave  away  to 

■Raufe, 
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M$V&%  S>n  of  jE^ichard  de  KiiigQey,  in  the  rcigo  of 
HwrytheTfeifii 

III  chis  Af^OB  liech  a  certain  pf  reel  of  land,  caUjol 
Mydkwn.prange,  as  the  l^mp  ftarjds  ipKff^^^ 
if^  19  Qur  CQmmQn  Mize-bqak  <rf  Chdfeifc,  a^ 
BOV  belpJf]^(h  to  Sir  Willpughby  Afton,loip.^ 
tbi$  tQWil*    I  conceive  it  is  t^iif  fame  with  tijjijt 
iSlled  Mid-&(|bt>9  in  bomefday  Book,  which  theji 
JMImg^  tp  the  shurch  of  St.  Wcrburgh>  in  Ch^- 
J9r  I  9f^^  K9S  he|d  by  Williaxn  Fitz  Nigell,  baraa 
.fif  JtiakDQy  as  ren^t  to  St.  Werburgh:  So  caUed 
•9  ic  yere  Mi4cUe  of  Afton,  ivhen  ^e  tp^n  y/U 
jKt.qn^ivi^ed,,  aqd  liech  b|qti¥ecp  Alton -Granigs 
.iwd  Aftpo  jwcjja  Sytton  j  Iv>wcvcr,  it  is  no]^  whpl- 
if  |»k«i  to  Jic?  jn  A/tftn  iu^cta  Suttpn,    Tliis  Mid- 
dle-Afton  was  confirmed  to  the  priory  of  Norton, 
-l^'jQh9  l-wy  f^  pf  Lipcoln  apd  baron  jt^Hai- 
tm«  *bput  the  twentieth  year  of  Henry  the  Ti^rd, 
(iMm  Ppna.  J  236,  as  I  find  the  deed  tranfcribcdui 
A  il<mg  parq^vnent  roll  aoiong  the  evidences  of 
'  PuXtQn  9f  Dutton,  atDutton;  and  alfo  the  earl 
jqvit^  fh/f  fame  from  warjdfhip  and  relief  for  him 
.md*^  heirs,  which  was  due  for  that  land. 

TAi?  Middl^ton-Grange,  called  aUo  Middle-Af- 
rt9a-€i'mgc>  wa^  purchafed  from  the  king,  after 
the  4iffQlH>;i9n  of  abbeys,  by  Thomas  Alton,  of 
AiSph,  Pffl^  37  Henry  VIII.  for  the  fum  0^270!. 
na.  fid.  paying  the  yearly  rent  of  il.  is.  pd.  So 
I  find  in  (ihe  Chjaiti^ary  of  Aiton-deeds,  pag.  66y 

*^WPb-537- 

H^re  was  anciently  a  chapel  called  Middleton- 

•<hapcl,  wh^re  ;he  prior  and  convent  of  Norton 
Wtfc  bound  to  find  a  prieft,  in  former  ages,  to  fay 
mi£ji  pn  Sundays,  Wcdnefdays,  and  Fridays,  week- 
ly* for -ever  :  Which  chapel  being  out  of  repajr, 
and  fcryice  faid  there  only  on  Sundays  for  torty 
years  then  laftpaft,it  wascomplainedof  by  Richard 
Aiton,  fon  of  Sir  Robert  Al^on,  at  a  vifitation,  3 
4  R  Henry 
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Henry  VI.  1425,  and  an  order  was  niadc  by  Rich. 
Stanley,  then  arch-deacon  of  Chefter,  the  20th  of 
Auguft,  3  Henry  VI.  That  whereas  the  prior  and 
c6nvent  of  Norton,  long  before  the  fame  was  kn 
abbey,  did  covenant  witn  the  abbot  of  Vale-Roy- 
al, to  find  at  their  own  proper  cofl:  a  fit  chaplain 
to  officiate  here  three  days  a  week,  as  aforefaid'; 
it  was  ordered,  that  the  laid  agreement  (hould  be 
kept  and  obferved.     But  thele  variances  concern- 
ing Middlcton-cHapcl,  between  Robert  abbot  df 
the  monaftery  of  St.  Mary  of  Norton,  and  Rich. 
Afton  of  Afton,  Efq.  were  compofed  by  the  media- 
tion of  Thomas  Dutton,  Eiq.  arid  Anne  his  wife, 
Danie  Ifabel,  late  wife  of  Sir  John  Carrington,  and 

2enkin  of  Leycefter:  Dated  the  lOthofNovefn- 
er,  32  Henry  VI. 

But  after  Middleton  chapel  fell  into  decay,  ano- 
ther  chapel  was  eredted  in  latter  ages,  fomewhat 
hearer  to  the  hall  of  Afton,  called  Afton-chapel, 
fituate  within  the  pariih  of  Runcorn  ;  and  in  lieu 
of  finding  a  pridl  to  officiate  here  by  the  abbot  of 
Norton  *,  the  king  (after  thofe  lands  came  into  his 
hands)  gave  five  pounds  yearly  rent  to  the  main- 
tenance of  a  minilter  here  at  Afton-chapel,  iffuing 
out  of  the  lands  late  belonging  to  Norton-abbey, 
by  a  decree  in  the  Court  of  Augmentations  at 
London,  dated  the  28th  of  January,  33  Henry 
VIII.  Which  decree  was  exemplified  and  confirm- 
ed in  the  13th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth.  Whidh 
fum  of  five  pounds  is  yearly  paid  at  this  day,  1671, 
by  the  king's  auditor  at  his  office  at  Chefter. 

And  this  Afton-chapel  was  lately  made  a  paro- 
chial-chapel in  our  days  by  the  grant  of  John 
Bridgeman,  bifliop  of  Cheiter,  dated  the  1 6th  of 
April,  II  Charles  1.  1635,  by  the  procurement  of 
Sir  Thomas  Afton,  of  Allon,  baronet ;  and  fo  it  is 
now  become  a  parochial  chapel  for  burial,  baptifm, 
and  other  rites  for  thefe  adjacent  villages. 

I  find 
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I.  find  ampng  Sir  Willou^hby  Afton's  deeds. 
Num.  78.  a  record  under  the  feds  of  24  perfons, 
dated  tne  fourth  of  July,  anno  Bom.  1354.  29  Edw. 
III.  which  perfons  are  all  named  in  the  deed  of  re- 
cord, and  witnefling.  That  Sir  Richard  Alton  of 
Afton,  knight,  Hugh  and  Richard,  fons  to  the 
f;ud  Sir  Richard,  and  alib  Sir  Robert  of  Afton^- 
knight,  father  of  Richard  Afton,  now  lordi  bf 
Afton,  were  pofleffed  of  a  certain  corrody  in  the 
abbey  of  Norton,  fo  as  each  of  them  fhould  have, 
aiod  have  had  by  themfelves,  for  finding  a  yeoman, 
a  page,  three  horfes,  a  brace  of  greyhounds,  and 
a  gomawk,  according  to  their  eflate,  with  their 
chambers,  and  fuch  eafement  that  belongeth  \to 
their  degree  -,  whereunto  the  j)riors  and  abbots  of 
the  faid  monaftery  in  all  their  time  (confidering  the 
great  pofTelfions  given  out  of  the  lordihip  of  Afton 
to  the  faid  houfe)  were  confenting,  granting,  and 
yielding,  as  for  their  right  of  old  time  granted  and 
had. 

Sir  Thomas  Afton  of  Afton,  baronet,  was 
IhcrifFof  Chefliire  anno  Bom.  1635.  He  died  in 
the  time  of  the  late  war  between  the  king  and  his 
rebellious  parliament.  He  was  loyal  to  his  prince, 
and  was  unfortunately  beaten  by  Sir  William  Brere- 
ton  of  Honford*s  party  of  rebels  near  to  Nant- 
wich,  January  28,  1642,  but  Sir  Thomas  cfcap- 
cd  and  got  away  -,  he  was  after  taken  at  another 
Ikirmifti  in  Staffordfhire,  and  brought  priibncr  to 
Sufford,  where,  endeavouring  to  make  an  efcape, 
a  foldier  elpying  him,  gave  him  a  blow  on  the 
head,  with  which,  and  his  other  wounds,  he  fell 
into  a  fever,  whereof  he  died  at  Stafford  not  long 
after,  to  wit,  24th  March,  1645,  and  was  buried 
at  his  own  chapel  of  Afton  in  Chefhire ;  which 
chapel  he  procured  to  be  confecrated  by  John 
Bridgeman,  bifhop  of  Chfeftcr,  anno  Bom.  16371 
with  liberty  of  baptifm  and  burial,  and  repaired 

4  R  2  the 
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th^'cKantei  thtfedf  Vc^  ftaAfifortitl^^  ffitfogh  much 
defaced  afterwards  m  rfi'e  late  wir. 
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'AS  had  of  the  ancient  barons  of  Halt^n^ 
ahd  ^as  afterwards  given  t6  the  priory  of 
J^brtota.  Brit -after  the  difibliKion  of  monaftcries 
hi  Ertgland  by  Henry  VIII.  Richafd  Broolce,  Efq. 
put^chaftd  this  villaj^  from  tbie  king,  together  with 
the  manor  of  Norton,  and  other  lands,  37  Henry 
VIIL  1545,  and  it  hath  fince  been  enjoyed  by  his 
j>lifterhy  unto  this  prefeht  time,  1666,  there  being 
rf<7  (ihlr^fer  at  all  within  !!he  fame. 


Ai'to^  juxta  Great  BtJiywoiTh. 

THIS  town  of  Alton  juxta  Budworth  was  held 
of  the  earl  of  Chefter  by  William  Fitz- 
^igeil,  baron  of  Haitori,  in  the  HdJgh  of  Williath 
the  Conqueror,  arid  one  i^agan  thto  held  it  under 
the  faid  V/iIliam>  in  the  year  1086.  This  ap- 
pears  by  tlic  record  of  Domcfday-book,  and  at 
this  day  it  is  within  the  fee  6f  Hilton. 
.  John,  conftabte.dfCKclhIre,^nd  baron  of  Hal- 
ton,  gave'tHe  rnanor  of  Hield,  in  this  Afton,  un- 
to Mcthrofo  Punteriirige,  ih  the  feign  of  Henry  IL 
rendering  yearly  a  'V^cTfh  lance  bn  the  feaft-day  of 
St.  Bartholomew.  .  AFt6h*afds  Geffity,  fon  of 
Adam  de  Diitton  (anccftbr  of  Warburton  of  Ar- 
Icy),  bought  the  fame  from  brie  Hi%h,  the  Welfh 
deacon,  fon  of  Hugh  del  Hicfd,  for  twenty-four 
marks  of  filvcr,  m  the  reign  6f  Henry  III.  and 
gave  it  to  Agnes  de  JDiitton  his  daughter. 

But  after,  towaf^s  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  6i 
Henry  III.  Robert  dc  Denbigh  and  Mirgarrt  his 

wife 
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n!t  iras  aBaughter  of  the  UA  HtS^^i  fM  a£G^ 
frtyi  but  Robert  Oeiibigbd|rip^^thaAitif^^ 
tkeJ&od  Marffrrot  im  widow  Aaisied  Nidioias  tie 
ItN^ptene^y'^ubosc.  the  ^ycar  127^  Afterwards  ^ir 
|fmoiK|  Iieydrcftec,  Mght^ .  on^e  ^hofe  ifiUe  it^ 
iMMftwU  tiH  John  Leycdfaer  <af  T^bley  (utd  it 

mti,^^aiAp$:xiK fasi08itfith»iSoi^df  tbc  faid  WiU 
I|iil^ircftnm94tef^^  fbrxy  {hiUiDgSs 

UiukMrmBtBomfis  ft  ^otrnpin^ifaerf 

two  daughtors  aiid»HlBi|^'jDifi)¥Ul^^ 
Nfai^puiet  and  Enuna ;  and  fo  t^s  land 
ttwaitubd  to  their  fildn^  inntil  tte  one  moiety 

of  Table7<»  lEfq.  anno  D$Ih.  1500  ^  itttd  tw  other 
iwitvf  wa&pucchaicdby  Ilototiiyl^^^ 
Mm  >R]€Wd  button  of  SUItM,.iiig^  |fEifaU|S 
liatf t^..4m,of  ^ranos  SoQimi,  mjthc,ywt,t6ttu 
^^.'^itttalijttth)  fotbitdK/^hQie  it  AovTivvcfiOoJ 
%ato<oli<eyccfter.  ,, 

V  Titeir  i^4dfaanodicrf^$GciiilJui^  called 

tbe  manor  6i  Wethale^  whiqh  ^ishe  hfbrafiiid  GeffTtjr^ 
tB/ntsfGeSpcfrian  of  Adanii  de  Dutt^n^g/N^  un- 
19  Mai^rtt  his  daughter  afbtefiud)  and  to  her  i^tirs. 
with  all  commons  and  edfonents  of  th^  town  of 
Afym  i  ai:»whith  time  aUb  be^ve  ber  thetoWn  c^ 
l^ittbar-Tabley  bv  another  deed,  ifid  this  fjbam. 
Alt  kttef  ^  df  oijc  rek;ft:of  Henr^r  UI.  For  ^i 
^Mb*^s  gentkemea  utad  .to  give  a  hojgt  fjp9p9b^ 
tipn  of  lands  with  th^ir  daUghttkiB  In  rnarriag^ 
rather  than  a  fmall  fum  of  money,  land  being 'ti^n 
b^t  of  little  value ;  all  which  Sands  dftfcieil&d  to 
Ibnr- heirs  by  HSirNidMlaslxqrteftKl^.    And'Pfter 
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right inNcther-Tablcy,  Wcthalc,  and Hicld, un- 
to Roger  Lcycefter,  fon  of  Sir  Nicholas,  in  the  year 
1296,  24  Edw.  !•  and  do  now  remain  in  poflef- 
fion  of  Sir  Peter  Leycefter  of  TaWey,  baronet, 
and  his  tenants,  at  this  day,  1669. 

The  manors  of  Wethalc  and  Hicld  in  Afton 
juxta  Budworth  do  contain  about  a  third  part  of 
the  town  of  Afton,  the  demei'nc  land  of  Arlcy  being 
taken  out  and  excepted. 

All  the  reft  of  this  town  hath  been  enjoyed  by 
the  anccftors  of  the  Warburtons  of  Arlcy,  frcm 
the  time  of  Adam  de  Dutton  aforefaid,  even  to  this 
prefent  time,  fave  only  the  lands  jg;ranted  ^way  by 
them  unto  the  predeceflbrs  of  theie  charterers  fol- 
lowing— and  now,  1666^  in  pofleffion  of 

1.  The  widow  Garftid  of  Cheftcr,  called  Litlcy 
lands,  formerly  belonging  to  Hayes  of  Litley,  ard 
was  poffeflcd  by  Adam,  Ion  of  William  de  Litlcy, 
in  the  year  1335.  a.  Daniel  of  Tabley  hath  two 
fmall  tenements  in  Afton.  3.  Raufe  Vernon  of 
Afton,  called  Wethale  farm.  4.  Gerard  of  Wim- 
bles-Traflbrd,  late  Pifton's  land.  5.  Philip  An- 
t rebus  of  Over-Peover,  one  fmall  tenement  in 
Afton.  6.  Berry's  tenement  in  Afton,  which  for- 
merly was  the  inheritance  of  Sneyd  of  BradwcU, 
and  fold  by  William  Sneyd  unto  Gawen  Legh  of 
Northwood,  youngeft  fon  of  Mathew  Legh  of 
Swineyard,  in  High-Legh,  35  Henry  VIII.  After- 
wards Richard  Legh  of  Northwood  fold  it  to  Peter 
Leycefter  of  Tabley,  Efq.  in  the  year  1633  j  and 
laftly.  Sir  Peter  Leycefter  of  Tabley  fold  it  to  his 
fervant,  Thomas  Jackfon  of  Hield,  ift  April, 
1669,  21  Charles  II. 

In  this  Afton  is  fituatcd  the  hall  of  Arley,  now 
the  chief  n  .anfion-houfe  of  the  Warburtons  of  Ar- 
lcy •,  which  houfe  was  built  by  Piers  Warburton 

of 
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Baggiley. 


IN  the  Conqucror*s  time,  Giphertus  ^  Ranutfus 
£5?  Hamo  held  Sunderland  and  Baggily  •  which 
at  the  coming  in  of  the  Normans  were  held  by  Ed- 
ward, and  Suga,  and  Udeman,  and  Pat>  for  four 
manors,  and  were  genrtemen,  J 

The  three  firft  named^  I  take  to  be  Gilbert  Vc- 
nables,  baron  of  Kindcrton;  Ranulfus,  fuppofcd 
to  be  the  anceftor  of  the  Manwarings  ;  and  Hamon 
Mafley,  baron  of  Dunham-Mafley*  Sunderland  is 
a  place  within  the  town  of  Dunham^Ntifley, 

About  the' reign  of  king  John»  Hamon  MaflTey 
(then  lord  of  Dunham  MaSl-y,  and  defcended  from 
the  other  Hamon  before-named)  gave  unto  MatheW 
de  Bromhale,    Bromhale,   Duckenfield,   and  two 
r  parts  of  Baggiley,  which  the  father  of  tlie  faid 
Mathe^v  held  of  the  faid  Hamon,  as  his  inhcft 
fiiiirt  1S.^f^hts  fcndccj  w  ^  anihis;hciri.  .  j 
Certain  it  is,  that  thk  tt^  gavc.inamc  to  tlje 
'  itoiSLj  jof  i\t  Baggilevs,  .whb  were  feaced  hsrt^  ' . 
Sir  William  Baggiley  was  l&rd'of  Baggtky,  ig 
EdwshiMI.  13191  and  John  Baggiley^  his  foh, 
made  a  feofment  of  the  ntanor  of  Baggiky  in 
Chefhire;  and  of  his  manors  of  Hyde  and  Levd- 
:  hulmein  LancaJhire,  unto  Sir  John  Legh  of  Booths 
'  nigh  Knutsford;  covenandng  that  Sir  John  Ihall 
•  fettle  them  on  the  faid  Jcmn  Baggiley^  and  cite 
heirs  male  of  his  body ;  and  for  default  of  luclu 
then  to  fettle  the  manor  of  Hyde  on  Sit  John  Hyde 
!  andrhis  heirs ;  and  to':  (ettle  the  nunor^  uf  Baggie 
-ley  and  Levelhulme  .upon;  William,  John,  a*  ' 
Geffrey,  fons  of  the  faid  Sir  John  Lcgh».  aod  jl 
.  '  tbi 
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msAaofthnr  bodies,  in  onttr  one  afVer 


There  arc  now,  i666,  four  chartePcrs .  ia  B^r 

!•  Gcffirey  Cartwright,  gentleman.  2.  Widow 
Tarvin  3.  Williaih^Jbbbnf/V  Thomas  Worlc 
ky  of  Hale  has  certain  lands  in  Baggiley. 


IN  the  Conqueror's  thne  cum;  MiuidbocC  hHdiBae- 
ciiKune  of  the  oarliof  Qheftcr,  whi^kiCtne.  Dun- 
jHUgc  lield  bksfore^  9f\A  bUo  one  Ulyif)tch^l4  Jbr- 
tiMune,  wfaifcli  one  Lcvcoot  hdd  focm^x.  fiy 
mhkk  I  tinderftand,  Munint  kdd  OQeiijoiirtjr.of 
Barnt<|n,  and  UJviet  the  other  half  v  ui>k&  cbe 
'Ooe  of  ebele  (houid  be  meanr  for  Barcerton. 

WiHiam,  bn  of  Henryr,  ibnof  Sfcii^,  gv^mff  to 
Hugh  Dunon  ot*  Dutton,  in  this  huacin?d>  half 
Ae  cown  of  Berthiotdn^  which  Robert  de  drfeifoij- 
waria  (or  Manwaring)  jncld  of  the  {M  iWyiiaony 
rendering  ^dy  a  pair  of  white  gk)Yes  on  the  4ay 
of  the  nativity  of  Sl  Jolm  the  Bapfift ;  for  vnhioh 
grant  Hug^i  Duttoii  gave  him  tiioee  inark;!S.<}f /UKrer. 
And  this  was  lin  the  n&igp  of  king  John,  PhiJop 
Orreby  bciog  ^ben  judge  pfCheften 

John  Pwton  of  £K]|ton  wa^  Joid  of  all  ^fiamxon 
HI  ihe  qmc  of  king  Edward  i.  for  in  ^e  jofioe  «f 
Sir  Hugh  DufCton,  cakon  at  Ftx>dftani^  %%  Edw.  I. 
he  is  found  10  die  feifcd  4o£tm)  fhiiiings  chicfwrcDt 
yearly  frpm  Randle  de  Berthinpn,  for  xhe  one 
moiety  of  Jtamton ;  and  aUb  of  other  two  fhUSings 
yearly  rent  from  Geffkey  Starkey,  for  the  other 
noiety  of  Barnton. 

At  this  day,  1666,  this  fmall  village  b  mangled 
ioto  fevcral  parcels,  now  in  pofl^on  of  tfaefe  per- 
fgos  toUowing : 

I.  Stanley 
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I.  Stanley  of  Alderley  hath  one  tenement  here, 
in  Icafe  to  John  Bafnet.  2.  Thomas  McrbiiFy  of 
Mecbury  hath  another  parcel.  3.  John  Starkey 
of  Huntrode,  in  Lancafhire,  hath  three  tenemcnu 
here  in  leafe,  and  half  of  Chriftopher  Bafnet's  tc- 
nemeot.  4.  Chriftopher  Bafnet^  and  Jofeph  hif 
fon,  have  the  one  moiety  of  their  tenement  m  fee* 
farm.  5.  Sir  Edward  Mofeley  of  Howes-end,  In 
Lancaihire,  baronet,  lately  deceafed,  one  tene- 
ment^ leafed  to  Robeix  Litler.  6.  Sir  Thorny 
Smith  of  Hatherton,  in  Chefhire,  A  parcel,  fqld 
lately  to  Jofeph  Bafnet.  7.  Hugh  Lownds  of 
bdnode  hath  another  parcel.  8.  Thomas  Frirfi 
of  Barnton,  a  good  farm.  9.  Pawnall  of  Barntopi 
«  good  farm.  10.  Thomas  Vernon  of  Barnton* 
another  fm^U  parcel.  11.  Legh  of  Swineyard,  in 
Ijigh-Legh,  gentleman,  a  good  farm;  this  wus 
part  of  Starkcy's  moiety.  12.  Randle  Wrench, 
and  John  his  fpn,  a  fmall  parcel  fee-farm  land. 


BartertoK. 

THIS  fmall  town  of  Bartcrton  lieth  between 
Dutton  and  Little- Legh.     It  is  in  old  deeds 
written  Bertrinton. 

Sir  Hugh  Dutton  of  Dutton  bought  half  of  Bar* 
terton  from  John,  fon  of  Richard  de  Curfun,  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  I. 

It  appears,  that  in  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  King- 
fley  of  Kingiley  was  poflefled  of  all  the  village  of 
Barterton. 

One  fourth  part  of  the  townfhip,  Margery,  one 
of  the  daughters  and  heirs  of  Richard  de  Kingiley, 
gave  unto  Richard  her  fon,  in  her  widowhood, 
whom  Ihe  had  by  Hugh  de  Cliolmondeley,  her 
hufband,  which  dcfcended  unto  her  out  of  her 
father's   inheritance.     This  was  in  .the  reign  qf 

4  S  Henry 
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Henry  IIL  And  this  fourth  pare  Sir  Hugh  Due- 
ibn  m  Dutton  bought  of  Hugh  lord  of  Cholnx)n- 
ddey,  about  13  Edward  1. 1285.  Twenty  marks 
lie  gave  for  the  purchafe. 

*  William  Lancelyn  being  lord  of  one  other  fourth 
jbatt,  as  defcended  from  another  co-heir  of  King- 
ffley  of  Kinglley,  fold  the  royalty  thereof  to  the 
fiud  Sir  Hu^h  Dutton^  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
And  after  Sir  Hugh  and  his  heirs  bought  out  fe- 
Vera!  parcels,  as  they  lay  fcattered  in  feveral  hands, 
i^  lb  ma^e  this  town  entirely  their  own. 

'One  tenement  in  Barterton,  late  in  the  poffef- 
jiba  of  one:  Bradbume,  was  purchafed  not  long 
fiHoefMm  Cfbfty  of  Over-Whitley,  by  John  Dut- 
ixm  of  Dutton^  £iq.  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
heth.  It  formerly  belonged  io  one  Judfon,  18 
EShrard  IV.  Richard  Judfon  gave  it  co  Robert 
C^ltftanfock  of  CogfhuU,  i  Richard  III.  and  Peter 
Coltftanfockfold  it  to  Hugh  Croiby  of  Great  Bud- 
worth,  the  8th  day  of  Auguft,  3  and  4  Phil,  and 
Mary;  whereunto  Sir  Thomas  Venables  of  Kin- 
derton  releafed  all  his  right,  7  Elizabeth,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  deeds  now  in  poffeffion  of  Robert 
rickeringofThelwall,  lawyer,  1666;  andCrtJfljy 
fold  it  unto  Dutton. 

And  fo  this  town  of  Barterton  is  now  wholly 
belonging  to  the  heir  of  Dutton.  of  Dutton,  not 
having  any  charterer  therein,  in  the  year  i66d. 

Bexton* 

THIS  town  of  Bexton  lieth  between  Sudloweand 
Toft :  It  is  a  very  fmall  hamlet,  but  2s,  gd. 
in  the  Mize-book;  in  the  very  corner-point  where- 
of, towards  Plumley,  four  townfhips  do  all  meet  in 
an  angle,  to  wit,  Bexton,  Toft,  Plumley,  and'Ne- 
ther-Tabley. 

I  believe 
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I  believe  this  town  was  waftc  in  the  Conqueror's 
time ;  I  find  little  mention  thereof  before  Henry 
the  Third ;  about  that  time  Robert  de  Bexton 
feems  to  be  poflefled  of  a  moiety  thereof  at  leaft, 

Thomas  Holford,  of  Holford,  held  land  in  Bex- 
ton,  of  the  baron  of  Halton,  in  knight-fcrvice,  as 
appears  by  his  ofRce,  12  Elizabeth,  afmall  parcel. 

So  Robert  Bromfickl,  of  Witton,  died  fcized  of 
land  in  Bexron,  held  of  the  barony  of  Halton,  in 
knight-fervice,  by  office  taken,  12  Elizabeth,  but 
this  land  was  fold  afterwards  by  Bromfield,  to  the 
Lady  Mary  Cholmondeley  of  Holford,  who  gave 
it  to  Hugh  Cholmondeley,  her  younger  fon. 

Sir  Randal  Manwairing,  of  Over-Peover,  had 
land  in  Bexton  and  Baggiley,  found  by  office,  anno 
5  and  6.  Phil,  and  Mar.  to  be  held  of  Edward 
Legh,  of  Baggiley,  by  fealty,  and  rendering  a  red 
rofe  yearly. 

Sir  Raufc  Leycefter  of  Toft,  had  land  in  Bex- 
ton and  Plumley,  found  by  office,  14  Eliz.  to  be 
of  the  honour  of  Halton. 

Paver  of  Northwich  had  a  mefliiage  in  Bexton, 
found  by  office,  5  Eliz.  to  be  held  of  the  barony 
of  Halton  -,  and  fo  Anne  Paver's  office,  40  Eliz. 

Thomas  Winnington  of  Ermitagc,nigh  Holmes- 
Chapel,  had  land  in  Bexton,  found  to  be  held  of 
John  Croxton,  by  office,  34  Eliz.  a  fmall  parcel. 

William  Croxton,  of  Kavcnfcrofr,  died  fcized 
of  the  third  part  of  the  manor  of  Bexton,  found  to 
be  held  of  Halton,  by  the  third  part  of  the  twen- 
tieth part  of  a  knight's  fee,  by  office  taken  32  Eliz. 
and  Jolin  Croxton's  office,  41  Elizabeth. 

But  Croxton's  land  in  Bexton  was  fold  to  the 
lady  Mary  Cholmondeley  of  Holford  aforefaid, 
who  gave  thofe  purchai'ed  lands  in  Bexton  to  her 
younger  fon  Hugh  Cholmondeley,  whofe  fon  and 
heir  Robert,  afterwards  became  heir  to  all  Choi-  , 
mondeley's  lands,  and  is  now  lord  vifcount  Kcllcs,; 
4  S  2  i^ 

'i 
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Id  the  couhty  of  Meath,  in  Ireland^  and  living 
\ni666. 

.  So  that  now,  anno  Dom.  1666,  the  town  of 
Bezton  is  pojQiei^  by  thefe  perfonsi  following : 

1.  Robert  Liord  Cholmondeley,  lord  of  the 
xnoiety  of  Bexton :  he  ha(h  about  70  Chefhire 
gcres  in  pofieffion  of  his  tenants  there^  who  pay  one 
ihiUing  chicif  to  Halton  yearly. 

2.  Thomas  D^iel  of  Ovcr-Tably,  Efq,  lor<^ 
of  the  other  moiety  of  Bexton :  he  h?ith  about  65 
acres  in  pojl^flion  of  him  and  his  tenants  there. 

3.  George  Leycefter  of  Toft,  one  tenement  in 
pofleffion  of  William  Highfield,  gbout  20  acres. 

4.  Thomas  D^ne,  of  Nether-Peover,  one  tene- 
ment, in  poflefBon  of  George  Sainton,  about  3Q 
acres.  This  formerly  belonged  to  one  Hulfe  of 
Middlewich,  and  payeth  a  chief  to  Cholmoncieley^ 
and  alio  to  Halton. 

5.  Thomas  Chojmondeley,  of  Holford,  Efq.  a 
fmall  cottage,  about  four  acres^,  in  poflefTion  of 
Hugh  Woodward,  his  tenant.  This  anciently  be- 
longed to  Holford,  before  the  Lady  Mary  ChoU 
mondeley  purchafed  any  lands  in  Bexton. 

3oX-LINTON. 

THIS  town  hath  its  name  from  the  river  Bol- 
lin,  which  nmneth  alone  by  the  fide  thereof. 
It  is  not  mentioned  in  the  record  of  Domefday  Book  5 
fo  that  it  feems  to  be  wafte  in  the  time  of  the  Con- 
queror. 

Hamon  de  Maflcy,  baron  of  Dunham-Maffey, 
gave  unto  Geffrey  Dutton,  foil  of  Geffrey  Dutton, 
^1  his  land  in  BoUinfon.  to  wit,  all  the  moiety  of 
Bollinton,  with  Agnes  hi^  daughter,  in  free  mar- 
riage*, renderiag  yearly  a  pair  of  gilded  fpurs,  at 

the 
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the  Nativity  of  St.  John  Baptift :  Abjout  the  be- 
ginning of  Henry  the  Third. 

The  fame  Agnes,  in  her  widowhood,  by  the  name 
of  Agnes  de  Nechel  (perhaps  meant  for  Eccb^b)^ 
Jate  wife  of  Sir  Geftrcy  de  Chedle,  gave  unto  her 
elded  fon  Qeifrey  de  Chcdle,  all  that  land  of  Bol* 
iinton  which  (he  had  of  the  gift  of  Hamon  Maflley, 
her  father :  William  de  Malfcy  bcinjg  then  parfon 
ctf  Rofthorne,  and  William  de  Baggiley  parlon  of 
Chcdle,  under  Henry  tl^c  Third. 

Hereby  it  appcareth,  that  one  moiety  of  BoUin- 
ton  was  of  the  fee  of  the  barons  of  Dunham- Maf- 
fcy ;  and  alfothat  thefe  Diuttons  aflumed  the  fur- 
name  of  Chedle. 

21  Edw.  III.  Henry  Clayton  of  Thelwall  ha4 
a  moiety.  The  other  moiety  of  BoUirfton  is  held 
of  the  barony  of  Kinderton. 

One  half  of  this  mpiety  Robert  de  Mara  (that 
is.  Mere  of  Mere)  gave  to  Richard  fon  of  Gilbert 
de  Quike,  and  to  Robert  fon  to  Hugh  de  Ditton^ 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  rendering  three 
Ihillings  yciirly. 

Lord  Delamere  hath  qow  three  part3  of  the  four 
of  the  village  of  Bollinton. 

The  other  fourth  part  of  Bollinton,  Robert  de 
Mara  the  Elder  gave  to  Gilbert  de  Bollinton,  to  be 
held  by  the  eighth  part  olF  half  a  knight's  fee  ;  be- 
caufe  the  faid  Gilbert  had  refigned  it  up  about  king 
John's  time. 

This  fourth  part  now  Legh  of  Booths  hath. 

Charterers  in  Bollinton,  1666, 
I.  Thomas  Warburton,  of  Partington,  hath  one 
cottage  in  Bollinton.  2.  Sir  George  Warburton 
of  Arley,  baronet,  hath  about  two  acr^s  in  Bollin- 
ton, called  Helketh-acres,  in  Bollinton -Ees.  ». 
Edward  Allen,  of  Rofthorne,  hath  one  meadow  ir 
Bollinton. 

BowDONa 
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BOWDON. 

THIS  town  of  Bowdon  takes  its  name  from 
our  two  old  Saxon  words  Bode^  which  is 
yet  in  ufc  with  us  for  a  dwelling  or  habitation,  and 
Don^  or  Dun^  which  is  as  much  as  a  plain  upon 
a  rifing  hill,  for  which  we  now  ufe  the  word  Down ; 
fo  that  Bodon  fignifies  as  much  as,  A  Town  or 
Dwelling  on  the  Downs  ;  unlefs  perhaps  we  write  it 
Boge-don^  for  fo  we  find  it  anciently  written  in 
Domefday-book,  and  then  it  may  denote  a  down 
or  hill  by  a  bog ;  at  the  fide  whereof,  towards 
Afliley,  lieth  a  great,  deep  bog. 

Hamon  de  Maflfey,  the  firft  baron  of  Dunham- 
Mafley,  held  this  town  of  Bowdon  in  the  Conque- 
ror's time,  under  Hugh  Lupus  then  earl  of  Chefter. 

Roger  Mafley  of  Hale,  fon  of  Geffrey  MafTey, 
being  poflefled  of  one  half  of  Bowdon,  fold  it  unto 
Agatha  de  Mafley  for  4I.  7s.  in  money,  and  two 
robes,  one  for  himfelf,  and  the  other  tor  his  wifej 
rendering  therefore  yearly  one  pound  of  cummin- 
feed  at  the  feaft  of  St.  Martin.  About  the  begin- 
ning of  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 

Which  Agatha,  by  another  deed,  ftyling  her- 
felf  Agatha  de  Theray,  gave  the  fame  moiety  of 
Bowdon  to  Robert  her  youngeft  fon,  whom  fhe 
made  heir  thereof  by  confent  of  Sir  Hamon  de 
Mafley  her  eldeft  fon. 

Robert  de  Mafley,  by  the  confent  of  his  wife 
and  heirs,  gave  unto  Adam  de  Bowdon  two  oxgangs 
of  land  in  Bowdon,  rendering  yearly  one  penny 
upon  the  altar  of  St.  Mary  of  Bowdon,  on  the  na- 
tivity of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin  (which  is  the  eighth 
day  of  September),  in  perpetual  alms,  for  the  fal- 
•  vation  of  the  fouls  of  the  faid  Robert,  his  wife, 
and  anceftors,  and  of  his  heirs,  and  for  the  foul  of 
Mathew  de  Hale.     In  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 

From 
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From  that  time  there  hath  been  a  family  of  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Bowdons  of  Bowdon,  who  had  a 
fourth  part  of  Bowdon,  until  Vrian  Bowdon  of 
Bowdon,  4th  June,  7  Elizabeth,  fold  to  William 
Booth  of  Dunham-Mafley,  Efq.  all  his  lands  in 
Bowdon^  Hale,  and  Doneham.  And  11  Eliza- 
beth, Thomas  Vawdrey  of  Bowdon,  and  George 
his  fon,  fold  to  Hugh  Crofby  of  Over- Whitley, 
feverfil  parcels  of  land  in  Bowdon,  which  I  con- 
ceive Bowdon  had  paft  away  to  Vawdrey  before. 
And  Hugh  Crofby  of  Over- Whitley  Ibid  all  thofe 
his  lands  in  Bowdon  unto  Sir  George  Booth  of 
Dunham-Mafley  for  220I.  which  then  were  in  the 
feveral  holdings  of  Thomas  Vawdrey,  Robert 
Mofle,  Thomas  Hardy,  George  Vawdrey,  Thomas 
Nedle,  and  Alice  Hardy,  widow,  dated  1 6th  of 
April,  1 610,  8  James. 

^nd  George  lord  Delamere  hath  now  one  fourth 
part  of  Bowdon,  1666. 

Mafley  of  Rixton's  part  came  after  to  Holcroft, 
and  was  lately  fold,  in  the  reign  of  king  James, 
by  Sir  Thomas  Holcroft,  unto  William  Brereton 
of  Afhley,  Efq.  whofe  heirs  are  now  pofTeficd  of 
one  other  fourth  part  of  Bowdon,   1666. 

The  other  moiety  of  Bowdon  was  given  by  the 
baron  of  Dunham-Mafley  to  the  priory  of  Birken- 
head, in  Wirral,  about  Edward  I.  And  after  the 
diflblution  of  abbeys  by-Henry  VIII.  it  was  given 
to  the  biflioprick  of  Chefter  with  tlie  church  of 
Bowdon. 

■In  this  town  of  Bowdon  is  feated  the  ancient 
parifli-church,  fituated  moft  pleafantly  for  profpedt 
and  the  Downs.  There  was  a  church  here  in  the 
Conqueror's  time. 

: .  Hamon  de  Mafley,  fon  and  heir  of  the  fourth 
Hamon,  gives  to  God,  the  blefled  Virgin  Mary, 
and  St,  James,  and.  to  the  prior  and  convent  of 
Birkenhead,  in  Wirral,  half  an  acre  in  Dunhaqtj- 

Maflfe 
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MafTey,  together  with  the  advowibn  of  BoWdon 
church,  in  the  year  1278.  For  in  that  year  wad 
Richard  Maifey  fheriff,  who  is  one  of  the  wit- 
nefles. 

After  the  diflblution  of  abbeys,  Henry  VIIL 
erected  a  new  biftioprick  at  Chefter,  in  the  year 
1 541  ;  whereunto,  among  other  things,  he  ^ve 
the  church  of  Bowdon,  and  other  lands  late  be- 
longing to  the  priory  of  Birkenhead  •,  lb  that  this 
church  of  Bowdon  hath  now  the  bifliop  of  Chefter 
for  its  patron^  and  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary« 

The  vicarage  of  Bowdon  is  faid  to  be  worth 
120I.  per  annum.  Our  common  proverb  is.  Every 
man  is  not  bom  to  be  Vicar  of  Bowdon.  The  true 
reafon  of  the  proverb  I  cannot  affirm. 

Charterers  in  Bowdon,  1666. 

I.  Henry  Vawdrey  of  Baggiley.  2.  Thomas  Up- 
ton of  Preftbury,  about  five  or  fix  acres  •,  no  houfe* 
3.  Widow  Tipping,  a  cottage  in  poflefTion  of  Mar- 
garet Birch,  widow. 

BuDWORtH. 

THIS  town  of  Budworth  hath  its  name!  frt)m 
the  old  Sa)con  words  Bode^  which  fignifies  a 
dwelling,  and  fVurib^  a  place  by  a  water ;  as  it 
were,  a  dwelling  or  town  by  a  water ;  and  fo  is  this 
town  fituated  on  a  hill  near  two  large  meres,  Pic- 
mere-Mere,  and  Budworth-Mere.  It  is  called 
Great  Budworth,  in  diftiniftion  from  another  Bud- 
worth,  called  Little  Budworth,  in  Edefbury  hun- 
dred, and  hath  a  good  profpeft  on  the  South,  but 
now  a  poor  village;  and  hath  yearly  two  fairs, 
,  one  on  Candlemas-day,  ad  of  February ;  the  Other 
on  our  Lady-day,  25th  of  March  ;  the  toll  where- 
of bclongeth  to  the  king. 

In 
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?'  ••  Iti  the  rcigii  of  William  the  Conqueror^  Wilftarrt 
Fitz-NigeH,  baron  of  Hal  ton,  held  the  town  of 
Hugh  carl  of  Cheftcr ;  and  one  Pagan  held  it  of 
thcfaid  WUliatn. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
Geffrey,  fon  of  Adam  dc  Dutton/was  pofiefledof 
this  town  (lineal  anceltor  to  Warburton  of  Arley, 
whofe  pofterity,  under  Edward  II.  affumcd  the- 
furname  of  Warburton,  from  the  place  of  their 
refidence  at  that  time).      This  GeffVeyj   fon  ^^  :^ 
Adam,  lived  at  this  town  of  Biidworth ;  for  in^  | 
the  deed  of  the  purchaicof  Clacerwigge,  a  hamieC' 
in  Little  Legh^  by  Sir  Thomas  Duttdn  of  DuM    . 
ton,  one  of  the  witneflcs  fubfcribed  was.  Sir  Grf^ . . 
frey  of  Budworth,  fon  of  Adam  de  Dutton.     And' 
I  have  feen  him  ftyled  Geffrey  de  Budworth  in' 
many  other  deeds  •,    and  fo  was  Geffrey  his  foii- 
often  fo  ftyled,  who  lived  there  alfo.     But  Petei^ 
Dutton,  fon  of  the  latter  Geffrey,  removing  his' 
habitation  unto  Warburton,  towards  the  end  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.  his  fon  Peter  was  ftyled  de 
Warburton,  according  to  the  manner  of  thofe  ages, 
under  Edward  11.  from  which  time  downwards 
his  pofterity  hath  wholly  retained  the  furname  of 
Warburton,  even  to  this  day.     But  his  fucceed- 
ing  heirs  afterwards,  difliking  the  feat  at  Warbur-^ 
ton,  either  for  the  inundation  of  the  water,  or  for 
fome  other  caufe,  removed  their  feat  to  Arley,  in 
Afton,  near  to  this  Budworth,  about  the  begin*: 
ning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  which  houfe  of 
Arley  was  built  by  Peter  Warburton,  Efq.  who' 
died  in  the  year  1495,  which  they  have  ever  fince 
continued  to  this  day  as  their  chief  manfion-houfc.- 
But  to  return. 

Geffrey,  fon  of  Adam  de  Dutton  above-men- 
tioned (as  I  find  in  a  parchment  roll  among  the    ' 
evidences  of  Dutton),  gave  away  the  third  part  o^, 
this  Budworth  unto  the  priory  of  Nortony.^Q.tlSQ^ 
4  T  reij 
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reign  of  Henry  HI.  to  pray  for  his  foul  for  ever- 
more. But  after  the  diflblution  of  abbeys  by 
Henry  VIII.  king  Henry  lold  all  the  lands  in 
Great  Budworth  and  Comberbache,  which  belong- 
ed to  the  late  priory  of  Norton,  unto  John  Grimf- 
dich,  of  London,  gentleman.  The  charter  under 
the  broad  feal  is  dated  at  Weftminfter,  the  ift  day 
of  July,  i544i  36  Henry  VIII. 

Thefe  lands  in  Great  Budworth,  thus  bought 
by  John  Grimfdich,  to  wit,  the  third  part  of  Bud- 
worth, were  part  of  them  fold  by  John  Grimfdich 
to  John  Eaton  of  Crowley  5  and  John  Eaton  fold 
them  to  Peter  Leyccfter  of  Tabley,  Efq.  2  Edw. 
VI.  1548,  whofe  heirs  enjoy  the  fame  at  this  pre- 
fcnt  time,  1666.  Another  part  thereof  was  bought 
by  M^lbon  of  Budworth,  fold  lately  to  Oafley. 
Another  part  of  them  was  bought  by  Hall  of 
Browneflow,  in  Budworth,  whofe  heirs  enjoy  the 
fame  at  this  day,  1666,  and  have  the  cuftody  of 
the  king's  original  grant  unto  Grimfdich  of  all  thefe 
lands  aforefaid.  Some  fmall  part  thereof  alfo  one 
Potter  had.  The  other  two  parts  of  Budworth 
aforefaid,  do  now  belong  to  War  burton  of  Arley, 
1666,  the  fucceeding  iffue  of  Geffrey,  fon  of  Adam 
de  Dutton  aforefaid  -,  but  he  holds  the  fame  of  the 
king,  as  baron  of  Halton,  chief  lord  of  Great  Bud* 
worth. 

Here  is  a  fair  parilh-church,  dedicated  to  God 
and  All-Saints  5  in  commemoration  whereof,  our 
Wake  is  celebrated  the  firft  day  of  November^ 
being  AU-Saints-day. 

I  fuppofe  there  was  a  church  here  before  the 
Norman  Conqueft. 

I  find  on  the  left  hand  of  the  fteeple-door,  on 
the  out-fide,  as  we  enter  therein,  towards  the  bot- 
tom of  the  fabric  of  the  fteeple,  thefe  words  en- 
graven in  the  (tone,  in  an  ancient  cbaradter,  ArgilU 
E^arde  Vidua  %  and  on  the  right-hand  of  the  faid 

fteeple- 
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ftceple-door,  oppofitc  to  that  writing  Wymncham\ 
whereby  it  may  fccm,  that  the  widow  Egard  ii 
commemorated  as  a  fpccial  bcncfadtor  in  the  ftruc- 
turc  of  that  fteeple. 

Juft  over  the  fame  fteeple-door,  under  the  gteat 
window,  I  find  three  coats  of  arms  (but  are  not  of 
fuch  antiquity  as  the  other  engraved  words  before* 
mentioned  feem  to  be).  On  the  left-corner,  ovcf 
the  door,  is  Dutton  of  Button's  coat,  viz.  ^ar-. 
terfy^  a  fret  in  the  fecond  and  third  quarters.  On 
the  right-hand  corner,  oppofite  thereunto,  a  pak 
ftifils^  which  was  the  coat  of  the  priory  of  Nor- 
ton, and  is  found  frequently  in  the  windovrs  of 
Norton.  And  in  the  middle,  between  thcfe  two 
coats  of  arms,  in  a  flat,  is  engraven,  for  Warbur- 
ton  of  Arley's  coat,  a  cheveron  between  three  cor^ 
morantSj  which  is  not  Warburton's  proper  coatj 
on  the  one  fide  whereof  is  written,  John^  and  oa 
the  other  fide,  JVarburton^  Knight. 

The  fame  three  coats  are  alfo  above  the  great 
window  on  the  fame  weft-fide  of  the  fteeple.  Cer- 
tainly thtfret  in  Dutton's  coat  was  not  added  be* 
fore  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  And  the  firft  Sir 
John  Warburton  of  Arley  was  one  of  the  knights 
of  the  body  to  Henry  VII.  and  was  ftieriff  of 
Chefter  for  his  life,  and  died  15  Henry  VIII.  1524. 
And  therefore  it  fhould  feem  the  fteeple  was  re* 
paired  again  not  many  ages  fince,  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI IL  or  Henry 

VII.  at  moft. 

Certain  it  is,  that  the  church  of  Great  Bud- 
worth  was  given  to  the  priory  of  Norton  by  Wil- 
liam, conftable  of  Chelhire,  the  younger,  and 
baron  of  Halron,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  about 
the  end  of  his  reign  -,  which  Roger  de  Lacy,  con- 
ftable  of  Chelhire,  afterwards  confirmed. 

And  after  the  diflblution  of  abbeys  by  Henry 

VIII.  he  gave  the  reftories  of  Budworth  and  Run- 

4  T  2  corn 
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corn  unto  Chrift's  Church- college  in  Oxford,  by 
fpecial  grants  dated  the  nth  day  of  Deccaiber^ 
1546,  38  Henry  VIIL  So  this  church  of  Great 
Budworth  hath  now  the  college  of  Chrift's-church, 
in  Oxford,  for  its  patron,  and  is  now  but  a  vicar- 
age, worth  about  8oh  a  year,  1546. 

In  this  church  is  yet  the  cafe  of  a  fair  organ, 
having  the  coats  of  arms  of  Warburton  of  Arley, 
Leycefterof  Tabley,  and  Merbury  of  MerLury, 
carved  tbcrcon*  Thcfe  organs,  as  tradition  hath 
it,  came  from  Norton,  bought  after  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  that  priory,  and  were  in  good  order,  till^ 
the  pipes  thereof  were  taken  out  and  fpoiled  by 
the  parliament  foldiexs  in  the  late  war,  1647, 
which  fome  ScotchnneD  among  them  called  wiifiUs 
in  a  hx. 

This  parifli  of  Budworth  is  the  largcft  parifli  of 
Chelhire,  next  to  that  of  Prcftbury. 

It  will  not  be  amifs  if  I  touch  here  the  paro^ 
"chial  chapclries  belonging  to  the  mother-church 
of  Budworth,  although  they  be  both  iituated  in 
Northwich  hundred. 

The  one  is  called  Witton-chapcl,  dedicated  to 
St.  Helen  (the  mother  of  Conftantine  the  Great, 
the  Chriftian  Emperor),  daughter  to  Coel,  the 
Britilh  king  of  Colchefter ;  but  Matnitlbury  calls 
her  Stabularia,  an  hoitefs  that  keeps  an  inn  or 
vidualling  houfe ;  whofe  dedication-feaft  is  cele- 
brated the  1 8th  day  of  Auguft. 

The  other  is  the  parochiaUchapel  of  Nether- 
Pcover,  iituated  in  Northwich  hundred,  and  built 
by  the  parifhioners  (the  principal  whereof  was 
Richard  Grofvenor  of  Hulmc  ot  Alloftockc),  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  IW 

•  The  chajJel  of  Ncthcr-Pcovcr  was  dedicated  to 
St.  Ofwaldi-  whofe  wake  or  fcaft  of  dedication  was 
celebrated  the  5th  day  of  Auguft.  In  the  regi- 
fter-book  of  this  chapel  it  appears^  that  the  fteeple 

of 
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"^Kctbcr  Pcovcr  cfaapd  w»  baih  of  ftone^moA 

Dumiot  15S1.    John  Bovdcn  being  thai  noftcr 

^cftJbc  vdHl     Tbc  two  chjc-Ucs  on  cftbcr  fide  of' 

tbediapcl  hare  been  cnlaigcd  t^  the  panfluooeni 

Carington- 

^T^HIS  town  IS  not  mentioned  in  IDowfdBiMf 
1  Book :  It  is  of  the  fee  of  the  ancient  barooa 
ofDunbam-Malley,  and  gave  name  to  the  £unily 
of  the  Caringtons,  who  were  lords  theitof,  ana 
ieated  here  very  anciently. 

The  family  of  the  Caringtons  of  Carington 
flodriihed  here  for  a  long  Ipace,  near  400  years, 
undl  Sir  George  Booth  of  Dunham-Maflfey  mar- 
ried Jane  fole  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Caring;* 
ton  of  Carington,  Efq.  towards  the  end  of  queen 
Elizabeth's  reign;  but  had  no  iflue  by  her,  yet 
enjoyed  Carington's  lands,  which  after  her  death 
he  recovered  by  a  tedious  fuit :  Whofe  grandfon, 
George  Booth  lord  Delamere,  is  now  pofieiTed  of 
the  whole  townftiip  of  Carington  entirely,  i666| 
there  being  no  charterer  at  all  therein. 

Clifton* 

THIS  town,  or  place  (for  here  is  only  a  ma- 
nor-houfe,  with  the  demefne-lands  thcrcot)| 
hath  its  name  from  the  cliffs  or  broken  rocks 
therein. 

It  is  now  at  this  day  commonly  called  Rock-Sa- 
vage, fincc  the  ftruAurc  of  that  noble  building 
erefted  there  by  Sir  John  Savage,  annoDom.  iS^Sf 
7  Elizabethse.  The  old  hall  ftood  a  little  diftance 
thence,  the  remains  whereof  are  now  turned  into  a 
granary,  liable,  and  other  houfes  of  office  among 
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the  out-houfes ;  and  by  the  fervants  at  this  day 
called  by  the  name  of  the  Old-Hall. 

John,  conftable  of  Chelhire,  and  baron  of  Hal- 
ton,  gave  unto  Geffrey  de  Dutton  the  whole  manor 
of  Clifton. 

This  Geffrey  Dutton  was  younger  fon  of  Hugh 
Dutton  of  Dutton  •,  the  pofterity  of  which  Geffrey 
were  alfo  lords  of  Chedle,  who,  for  their  refidcnce 
there,  were  furnamed  de  Chedle,  as  the  manner  of 
thofe  ages  was.  At  laft  the  two  daughters  and  co- 
heirs of  Sir  Roger  de  Chedle  divided  the  whole  in- 
heritance, I  Edw.  III.  1327.  Clemence,  the  elder 
daughter,  married  William,  fon  of  Raufe  Baggiley ; 
(he  had  Clifton,  and  divers  lands  in  Chedle  and 
Hulme.  Agnes,  the  younger  daughter,  married 
Richard,  fon  of  Robert  de  Buckley  j  Ihc  had  the 
capital  melfuage  of  Chedle,  and  the  advowfon  of 
the  church  of  Chedle,  and  divers  homages,  rentSj^ 
and  fervices.  Ifabel,  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
Clemence,  married  Thomas  Daniel  of  Bradley,  in 
Appleton,  junior,  afterwards  Sir  Thomas  Daniel, 
knight  -,  by  whom  he  had  onlv  one  daughter  and 
heir,  called  Margaret,  marriea  to  John  Savage, 
about  49  Edward  III.  from  whom  the  Savages  of 
Clifton,  continuing  at  this  day,  1666.  This  Mar-, 
garet  carried  away  all  her  mother's  lands ;  but  her 
father's  lands  went  to  the  next  heir  male  of  the  Da- 
niels, in  old  deeds  frequentlv  written  Danyers,  and 
from  whom  the  Daniels  of  Over-Tabley. 

Sir  John  Savage,  of  Clifton,  built  the  new  fair 
hnufe  at  Clifton,  anno  Dom.  1565,  7  Elizabethan, 
which  was  afterwards  called  Rock-Savage.  I  find 
that  he  firfl  writ  himfelf  of  Rock-Savage,  1 7  Eliz. 
and  lb  by  little  and  little,  fometimes  of  Clifton, 
and  fometimes  of  Rock  Savage,  which  his  pofteri- 
ty have  ever  fince  retained. 

He  was  Iheriff  of  Chefhire  feven  times,  1560, 

^5^5^  »570,  1573*   '574,  i579>  and  1591,  and 

three 
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thrtetimesmayorof  Chefter,  1569, 1574,  and  1597. 
And  he  died  in  the  laft  year  of  his  mayoralty,  40 
Eliz.  December  5,  1597,  ^^SP^  73  Y^^  »  ^""  ^^ 
buried  at  MacclesBeld  the  24th  day  of  January 

fbllowing. 

COGSHULLL. 

RICHARD  de  Vernon,  baron  of  Shibrook, 
held  one  half  of  Coglhull  in  the  Conqueror's 
time,  and  Pagan  held  it  of  Richard.  Formerly, 
before  the  Conqueft,  Levenot  and  Dedor  held  the 
fame  for  two  manors :  Libert  bomines  fuerunty  They 
were  free-men. 

The  other  half  of  CogfhuU  one  Randle  held  in 
the  Conqueror's  reign,  fuppofed  to  be  the  anceftor 
of  the  Manwairings  -,  and  before  the  Conqueft  one 
Ulviet  held  the  fame,  fcf  liber  homo  fuit^  and  he  was 
a  free-man. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,  Hugh  de  Dur- 
holme  was  pofleffed  of  all  the  hamlet  of  CogftiuU, 
who  gave  it  to  Henry  Lacy  earl  of  Lincoln,  and 
conftable  of  Chefliire. 

At  this  day,  1 666,  Cogfliull  is  poflefled  by  thefc 
perforis  following,  which  were  all  bought  of  the 
king  in  fee- farm  rent,  1612  being  formerly  copy- 
holders to  Halton. 

Elinor  Afhton,  widow  •,  formerly  Booth's  of 
Cogftiull,  and  before  that  Maffcy's  of  CogfhuU, 
defcended  from  Maflcy  of  Rixton.  Thomas  Mer- 
bury  of  Merbury,  Efq.  hath  land  here.  Edward 
Pigot  of  Coglhull.  Edmund  Mafley  of  Cogfliulh 
John  Richardfon  of  CogfhuU.  Pownall  of  Barn- 
ton  :  (No  houfe.)  Green  of  Sandbach  :  In  pol- 
fefTion  of  Richard  Percival.  George  Low  of  Hart- 
ford :  One  clofe. 


Combs 
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COMBERBACH. 

A  Moiety  of  Comberbach  is  now,  1666,  in  pof- 
feffion  of 

!•  Richard  Legh  of  SwincyarJ,  who  hath  two 
tenements.  2.  Mrs.  Afhton,  of  Cogfliull,  two 
fmall  cottages.  [The  tenants  of  the  above  do  at 
this  day  pay  the  chief-rent  of  lix-pence  at  Tatton- 
Vurt.]  3.  Mr.  Warburton  of  the  Grange,  nigh 
Wcavcrham,  three  little  tenements.  John  Gleyvc 
of  High-Legh,  one  little  tenement,  which  Thomas 
Gleyvc  of  High-Legh  purchafed  from  Thomas 
Sonkey,  of  Little-Sonkey,  in  Lancafhire,  37  Hen. 
VIII.  1545.  5.  Robert  Venables  of  Anterbus,  in 
Over- Whitley,  one  cottage,  about  two  acres.  6. 
Sir  George  Warburton  of  Arlcy,  five  fmall  cot- 
tages, not  two  acres  in  all. 

The  other  moiety  of  Comberbach  was  granted  to 
the  priory  of  Norton. 

After  the  diflbluiion  of  abbe)'s  by  Henry  VIII.. 
the  king  fold  all  thole  lands  which  belonged  to  the 
priory  of  Norton,  unto  John  Grimfdich  of  London, 
gentleman,  36  Henry  VIII.  1544,  tlien  in  pofleflion 
of  Robert  Merbur)',  George  Hulme,  Randle  Wor- 
ral,  Agnes  Walker,  Randle  Low,  Lawrence  Per- 
cival,  Roger  Grymfhaw,  and  George  Eaton  j  out 
of  which  7s.  7d.  ob.  chief-rent  is  relerved  to  the' 
king.  And  thefe  were  fold  by  Grimfdich  to  Ro- 
bert Eaton ;  and  laftly,  bought  by  George  Low  cf 
Hartford,  from  John  Eaton  of  Over- Whitley, 
about  fourteen  or  fixteen  years  ago. 

Other  two  tenements,  then  in  poireflion  of  Hum- 
phrey Shakefliaft  and  Thomas  Highfield,  out  of 
which  the  yearly  rent  6{  2s.  id.  was  refervcd  to  the 
king,  were  bought  by  Mr.  Merbury,  of  Merbury, 
and  arc  lately  fold  to  Edward  Pigot  of  CoglhuU, 
who  is  now  owner  of  the  fame,  1666. 

Darfs- 
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Dares&ujiV. 

THIS  town  it  of  thefM  of  the  aiicidit  banm 
of  Halton. 

I  find  that  in  the  niign  of  Hcftry  the  Third  j  and 
before,  there  was  a  family  of  the  Dare(buries  idribi- 
cd  here,  whence  they  took  their  furnamej  but 
whence  ort^naUy  fprung,  I  find  not. 

Roger  ot  Ireland  granted  unto  Beatrix  .daugl;iter 
of  Willianr  dc  Darofbery^  and  to  the  Heiris  which 
ibalji  be  be^tcen  on  her. body  by  Roberiupf  Ire^ 
land,  fon  ot  the  faid  Roger,  all  his  livids  ofX.rver^ 
pool,  in  Lancafhire. 

An jW  I  ^^  I ,  Henry  \i  Norreys  wis  lord  of  D^s* 
buryv  which  manor  he.  had  in  righc  of  .Margfo^ 
Darefbury  his  wife.  :       

Alan  le  Norreys  had  a  fon  called  alfo  Alan  le 
Norreys ;  and  dementia,  daughter  and  heir  of 
Alan  the  fon;  married  Wflfiam  Dahyers,  fon  and 
heir  of  Sir  John  Danycrs  of  Darefbury,  1344.  In 
which  family  (now  commonly  called  DiniriO  ft 
hath  cdntJhucd  to  this  prefent;  John  DahielJbf 
Dane(bury,  Efq.  bfeing  now  pofleifed  therebf,  i66€. 

It  leems  that  Daniel  had  land  in  Dareft>uf  y  be^ 
fore  thft  marriage  of  WiJfiam  Daniel  with  Clemcn- 
tia  Norreys  •,  for  Henry  le  Norreys,  ford  of  DareTi 
bury,  ajid  Margery  his  wife  (however  the  ori^nal 
deed  hereof  calfe  her  Margaret,  being  mif-writ  for 
Margery,-  for  fo  Ihe  is  c«Hed  in  all  other  deeds)^ 
granted  to  William  Danyers  the  elder  orte  tocf- 
fuage  in  Darclbury,  with  all  the  land  which  Wil- 
liam More  formerly  held  in  the  fame  town;  and 
one  water-mill,  with  a  croft  called  Wallmorc;  and 
Ane  wood  called  the  Common-Wood ;  alfo  one 
wood  and  land,  called  Darefbury-Cliff,  containing^ 
60  acres  by  eftimation.    1291.  19  Edw.  I. 

4  IT  After. 
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Afterwards  Sir  John .  Danyers  of  Darefbury, 
married  William,  his  fon  and  heir,  to  Clemence 
daughter  and  heir  of  Alan  de  Norreys,  about 
ft344.'  And  when  Sir  John,  upon  the  death  .of 
Alan,  had  compounded  for  the  wardfhip  of  Cle- 
mence, 25  Edward  III.  he  granted  the  lands  to 
William  his  fon. 

Charterers  in  Daresbury,  1666. 

1.  William  Gregg,  of  Darelbury.  2.  John 
Haywood  of  Kekwick  hath  lands  in  Darclbury. 
3.  Richard  Eaton  of  Hatton  hath  alfo  lands  of  ih« 
heritance  in  Darelbury. 

There  is  in  Darelbury  alfo  an  ancient  parochial 
chapel  (a  daughter  of  the  mother-church  of  Run- 
corn), dedicated  to  All-Saints. 

Dunham-Massey* 

THIS  town  of  Dunham-MafTey  was  the  feat  of 
the  ancient  barons  of  Dunham-Mafley;  and 
from  thofe  Mafleys,  lords  thereof,  it  is  called  Dun- 
ham-Maflfey,  in  diftinftion  from  another  Dunham 
in  this  county,  not  far  from  Trafibrd-Bridge,  called 
Dunham  on  the  HilL 

Dunham  hath  its  name  from  thefc, two  old  Englifh 
words  [dun]  which  is  as  much  as  a  rifing  hill, 
for  which  we  now  ufe  the  word  down;  and  [ham]  a 
houfe,  home,  or  dwelling ;  as  it  were,  a  dwelling 
by  the  fide  of  a  hill,  a  houfe  or  town  by  the  downs. 

Hamon,  the  laft  baron  of  Dunham-MafTey,  died 
15  Edw.  III.  or  thereabouts. 

So  chat  the  MalTies  continued  from  the  Norman 
Conqueft  at  Dunham  Maffey,  about  2  60  years. 


Char. 
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Charterers  in  Dunham-Ma0ey,  1666. 

I.  John  Crewe  of  Crewe,  Efq.  hath  three  tttic- 
ments  in  Sunderland,  now  in  pofleffion  of  Hcfuy. 
Heikich,  Robert  Aihton,  and  Henry  Haielhurft; 
2.  George  Vawdrey  of  Dunham-wood-houfirs,  one 
tenement  in  his  own  pofleflTion.  3.  James  John- 
fon,  alia^  Ottiwell,  one  tenement  in  Dunham- 
wood-houfes,  lately  bought  of  Mr.  Bodon,  late 
ofBodon,  to  revert  after  Mr.  Bodpn's  death.  4. 
Mr.  Parker  of  Parker's-hall,  in  Altringham,  one 
tenement  in  Dunham,  in  pofleffion,  befides  five 
cottages. 

Button. 

I  FIND  this  town  of  Button  thrice. named  in 
Domefday-book,  as  held  ip  the  Conqueror's 
time  by  three  perfons.  One  part  Odard  held  im-- 
.ned  lately  of  the  earl  of  Chcfter,  as  it  were  in  truft. 
Another  part  was  held  by  William  Fitz-Nigell, 
baron  of  Halton,  of  the  earl,  in  like  mann^. 
Another  part  did  Ofbern,  fon  of  Tezzon,  an-. 
iceftor  to  the!  Boydells  of  Dodlefton,  hold  alfo  of 
the  earl  of  Chclter. 

Odard's  part  feems  to  have  been  the  greateft  part,, 
which  one  Ravene  held  before  at  the  coming  m  ot'> 
the  Normans.  The  baron  of  Halton*s  part,  and 
Oft>ern's  part,  one  Edward  held  before,  and  did 
then  likewife  hold  Olbem's  part  under  the  faid 
0(bern. 

But  both  Ofbern's  part,  and  the  baron  of  Hal- 
ton's  part,  at  laft  came  to  the  pofterity  of  Odard-, 
for  Olbern's  part  was  fold  by  his  heir.  Sir  William 
Boydell,  who  releafed  all  his  feignory  unto  Thomas, 
fon  of  Hugh  Dutton  of  Dutton,  in  all  the  Lands, 
which  the  laid  Thomas  held  of  him  in  Dutton, 
15  Edward  III.  1341. 

4  U  2  As 
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As  to  ^h^  baron  of  Hakqn's  pi^rt,  John,  con* 
liable  of  Cheflhiire,  baron  of  Halton,  gave  to  Adam 
di  IXifton  (youngeft  fon  of  Hugh  Dutton  of  Dut- 
fSbii^'  and  anceftor  to  Warburton  of  Arley),  thofe 
four  oxgaogs  of  land  in  Duccon,  which  Walter 
He>ort  held  ;  this  was  about  the  end  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  I-L.  And  Sir  Geffrey  de  Warburton  rc- 
le&fed  ill  his  right  unto  Thomas,  fon  of  Hugh  de 
Dutton  aforeiaid,  in  all  thofe  land;  in  Dutton 
v^ich  the  faid  Thomas  held  by  leafe  from  the  faid 
Sir  Geffrey,  dated  at  Dutton,  28  Edward  III. 
ig^4.  So  that  Thorny  ^e* Dutton  was  now  in-- 
vefted  in  the  whole  town  of  Dutton  entirely. 

This  townftiip,  in  the  ancient  record  of  Domef- 
day-book,  is  written  BufUunc^  Dun^  in  the  old 
Saxon  language,  fignifies  a  hilly  for  which  we  now 
^3^\}^t  WofA  liiyum  \  fo  that  Duntune  figniiies  a$ 
much  z!^  a  town  upon  a  bill  or  down^  now  contrac- 
ted to  Dutton. 

From  this  town  did  the  ancient  family  of  the 
Duttons  aflume  their  furname  -,  for  Od^rd  being 
feat'ed  here  in  the  Conqueror^s  time,  his  poftcrity 
were  furhamed  de  Dutton,  from  the  place  of  their 
rcfiderice,  where  they  have  continued  ever  fincc 
to  this  prefent  time,  1666^  about  600  years.  A 
family  of  great  worth  and  antiquity,  and  as  it  were 
almofl:  a  conftant  fucceffion  of  knights. 

Out  of  this  family  branched  out  the  Warbur- 
tons  of  Arky,  under  Henry  II.  and  retained  their 
proper  furname  of  Dutton,  till  Peter  Dutton  feat- 
ing  himfelf  at  Warburton  towards  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Edward  L  his  pofterity  under  Edward  II. 
were  ftyled  de  Warburton,  and  have  ever  fince 
wholly  retained  the  furname  of  Warburton. 

About  the  fame  time  of  Henry  H.  branched 
out  alio  Geffrey  de  Dutton,  another  (on,  from 
Whom  the  Duttons  of  Chedle  in  this  county,  whok 
pofterity  afterwards  affumed  the  furnatiie  of  Che- 
dle 
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cHe  under  Edward  L  Aqd  out  of  (Ki^  £sim'dy  of 
Xiutcon  of  Chedle  branched  out)  H^oii:  Pa^Di^ 
a  younger  fba,  undcf  Edwdrd  I.,  v>p  MTuo^  d)P 
fiijuame  bf  Alhley^  fi'oin  the  pbce  ^  hi^  r^deijiy. 
.  The  manor-houib  of  Dutton  is  vr^U  ^4t€J4  ^iA 
hath  great  iix»re  of  niMdowin^  by  th?  river-fid^ 
belonging  to  the  dtmcihe,  which  is  ^cconnoDd  t^e^ 
krgeit  and  beO:  den^eine  within  oiir  cpuijtyi  CQip- 
panchcnding  1400  ftatute  acrtJj  \>y  iuryty." 

This  houie  ftandeth  upon,  a  pkafaiit;  protped  to 
the  oppQQte  hills  of  the  F<;ire(t9  ^pd  h^th  in  it  an 
ancient  chap(;l,  built  firlt,  by  Sir  Thomas  Dutton 
tovands  the  end  ot  the  reign  pf  Henry  UI*  untp. 
whom  Roger  de  Lincoln,  tJien  prior  of  Norton, 
and  the  convent  tl>ere,  did  grant  free  Uberty  of 
reading  divine  fervice,  or  finging  the  f^mi^.  io  ay 
the  mother-churchea  receive  nodcjtrin^nt  cither  in 
their  greater  or  lefler  tithes.  1  hat  of  Wefton  is 
long  fince  vaniftied,  but  this  chapel  at  Dutton  yet 
icmains,  1.666,  and  is  now  adomeftjc  ch^iMl  with-r 
in  the  manor-houfc.  of  Dutton,  unto  which  Sir 
Piers  Dutton  of  Hatton,.  after  he  was  adjudged 
ndxt  heir  male  to  the  lands  of  Dutton  by  the  award 
of  Henry  VIII.  did  annex  his  new  buildings  at 
Dutton,  in  the  year  1539,  ^-^  appears  by  the  in- 
fcription  round  about  the  hall  of  Dutton  yet  ex- 
tant, 1666,  adjoining  thofe  unto  the  chapel,  and 
fo  making  it  as  one  continued  building  ^  before 
which  time  the  old  houle  flood  a  little  diftancc  tiom 
the  chapel  aforelaid. 

In  the  demcfne  of  Dutton  is  alfo  anotlier  chapel 
of  Eafc,  called  Poofey-chapcl,  within  the  parifli 
of  Runcorn,  but  is  now  ruinate  and  in  decay.  |t 
is  fcated  between  the  river  and  the  park-pool, 
within  the  demelhe  of  Dutton,  but  not  in  the 
tQwnfliip  of  Dutton;  for  all  the  town  of  Dutton 
is  within  Budworth  parilh.  It  was  called  I'oofcyc 
rum  its  fituation,  eye^  in -our  old  S^j^on  tongue, 

flgnifies 
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figniBcs  a  river  or  brook  \  becaule  it  flood  clofe  by 
the  river  and  the  pool  alfo,  it  was  called  Poofey- 
chapcl,  as  it  were,  the  chapel  by  the  river  and  the 
foot.  In  our  old  Norman*  writing,  and  in  the 
French,  I  find  it  in  old  deeds  written  Pulf^^  but 
in  our  common  language  anciently,  as  the  coun- 
try people  at  this  day,  did  call  a  pool  a  Poo  \  and 
thence  it  was  denominated  Poo^s  ey-CbapeL  It  was' 
built  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  and  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Norton  granted  to  Hugh,  fon  of  Hugh" 
de  Dutton,  that  they  would  find  a  chaplain  to  of- 
ficiate at  Poofey  for  ever,  and  a  lamp  to  burn  at 
the  time  of  divine  fcrvice,  about  the  year  1226, 
20  Henry  III.  which  chapel  was  conilantly  trt- 

Suented  by  the  neighbourhood,  until  Robert  lord 
Jlmorey  and  dame  Elinour  his  wife  came  to  live 
at  Dutton,  who  beautified  the  domeflic  chapel  at 
Dutton  with  handfome  pews,  and  kept  a  chaplain 
in  his  houfe  conftantly,  whereunto  all  the  neigh- 
bourhood reforted  every  Sunday  ;  then  b^an 
Poofcy  chapel  to  be  neglefted,  and  is  now  totally 
in  decay,  fome  part  of  the  ftrufture  yet  remain- 
ing, 1666. 

Sir  Thomas  Dutton  of  Dutton,  knight,  was 
made  fcnefchal,  governor,  and  receiver  of  the 
caftle  and  honour  of  Halton  in  Chelhire,  by  Wil- 
liam Clinton  earl  of  Huntington,  and  alio  of  all 
his  lands  and  manors  in  Chefhire  and  Lancafhire, 
which  the  faid  earl  farmed  unto  him  for  440  marks 
yearly,  dated  at  Maxftock,  19  Edward  III. 

It  feems  he  was  indifted,  for  that  he  and  others 
came  with  armed  power  Twhen  king  Edward  III. 
was  out  of  England)  withm  the  verge  of  the  lodg- 
ings of  Lionel,  the  king*s  fon,  proteftor  of  Eng- 
land, ani!  affaulted  the  manor  of  Geaiimes,  nigh 
Rcaciiny  in  Berklhire,  and  there  flew  Michael 
Poyninjzis,  his  uncle,  and  Thomas  le  Gierke  oi 
Shipton,  and  others  •,  and  committed  a  rape  on 

Margery, 
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Margery*  the  wife  of  one  Nicholas  de  la  Bechr, 
for  which  the  king  pardoned  him  ;  and  he  found 
Sir  Bernard  Brocas,  Sir  Hugh  Berewyk,  Philip 
Durdanyt,  and  John  Haydoke,  his  furccie^  in  the 
chancery  for  his  good  behaviour,  26  Edw.  III. 

Sir  Lawrence  Dutton  of  Dutton,  knight,  ha4 
licence  from  the  earl  of  Cheftcr  to  carry  away  the 
chapel  of  Kingfley,  formerly  belonging  to  Sir  Peter 
de  Thornton,  being  within  the  boundary  of  the 
Foreft,  45  Edward  III. 

He  made  his  will  at  Dutton  on  Sunday,  being 
the  day  after  the  converfion  of  St.  Paul,  or  26th 
January,  in  the  year  1392,  16  Richard  II.  where* 
in  he  bo^ueaths  his  body  to  be  buried  at  Norton^ 
and  gives  his  black  horfe  before  his  body  to  the 
convent  of  Norton  for  a  heriot;  alfo  fixteen  torches 
and  five  tapers  about  his  body  on  the  burial-day, 
and  thirty  pounds  to  fufficient  chaplains  to  ccler 
brate  for  his  foul  the  next  year,  two  in  the  parifli- 
church  of  Budworth,  and  four  others  in  the  chapel 
of  Dutton,  Alfo  to  Agnes  and  Ellen,  daughter* 
of  Edmund  Dutton,  forty  pounds  for  their  mar- 
riages. And  makes  Margaret  his  wife,  and  his 
coufin  Hugh  Dutton  his  executors,  and  the  abbot 
of  Chefter  ovcrfccr  of  his  will. 

This  will  was  proved  the  tenth  day  of  February 
following,  before  William  Ncuhagh,  then  arch- 
deacon of  Chefter. 

Sir  Peter  Dutton,  knight,  7  Henry  IV.  was 
made  lieutenant  or  deputy  in  the  office  of  the  fe- 
nefchalcy  of  the  county  of  Chefter,  by  Elizabeth 
countcfs  of  SaliftDury,  while  they  both  Ihould  live, 
and  to  be  one  of  her  counfcl,  for  which  fervicc/?ic 
gave  him  two  merks  annual  rent,  which  he  uuglit 
to  pay  her  for  his  lands  of  Little  Lcgh,  held  of 
her  caftle  of  Harden,  during  the  term  aforcfaid, 
1408,  10  Henry  IV. 

Great  contention  fell  out  between  this  Sir  Peter 

Dutton, 
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Dutnta^  AA  Sir  William  Afihuiton  of  AtkurtM 
in  LanCoOttrtf  infomuch  tiMt  cheymade  inhiads  and 
invafions  one  upon  ihe  other )  and  the  faM  Sit 
Peter  Duttdn,  and  his  adherents,  ^erc  all  fued  bf 
Sir  William  Afliurton^  for  taking  away  forty  of 
his  often,  and  forty  cows^  out  of  the  cloies  at 
Athurton,  and  for  beatiAg  of  his  fervan£s.  Biit 
this  vHriatice  wks  compofed  between  them  by  ths 
ft¥Fard  of  John  duke  of  Bedford,  earl  of  Rich* 
mond  and  Kendal,  conftable  of  Engliind,  and  t'Ct 
gent  of  the  kingdoiti  ih  the  abfence  of  Henry  V. 
dac^  9th  April,  1419,  7  Henry  V.  Refticutbn 
being  awarded  on  both  fides,  the  horfes  and  faddl^ 
tbken  by  Sir  Williani  Athurton  to  be  reftored  to 
Sir  Peter  DUtton,  and  the  cattle  taken  by  Sir  Pttcr 
to  be  reftored  to  the  faid  Sir  William. 
•  SirPeterde  Dutton  was  madegovernor  of  North* 
Wood-park,  in  Over-Whitley,  during  his  life,  with 
all  the  fees  thereof,  i  Henry  VI.  1423.  Out  of 
Ivhich  he  had  orders  from  William  Harrington^ 
chief  fteward  df  Hahon,  under  Henry  archbrlhop 
of  Canterbury,  and  other  feoffees  of  king  Henry 
V,  to  deliver  one  oak  for  tlie  repair  of  Wittori- 
bridge,  then  in  decay  ;  and  another  for  the  repair 
of  Farnworth  chapel,  dated  9th  Henry  VL 

Gropenhale. 

THIS  town  of  Gropenhale,  in  the  Conquc-* 
ror*s  time,  belonged  to  Olbern,  fon  of  Tez- 
2on,  anceftor  to  the  Boydells  of  Dodlcfton  in  this 
bounty. 

Afterwards  it  fcems  to  be  given  to  William,  fon 
of  Samfon,  who  releafed  the  fame  to  Hugh  Boy- 
dell  about  the  reign  of  Richard  1. 

After  this.  Sir  John  Boydell,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  gives  Caterich  (a  certain  place  in  Gto- 

penhalej 
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j^luile)  unto  Robert  his  youngeft  fon,  who  grants 
cd  the  fame  to  Thomas^  Ion  of  Sir  Hu|h  DuttOA 
of  bttCMn ;  but  Thomas  Dutton  releated  it  UBto 
WnUam,  ion  of  Sir  WHliam  Boydcll  of  Dodfe^ 
fton^  16  Edward  liL  1341. 

In  this  townlhip  hath  been  anciently^  and  yet 
hs  1666)  a  parifh-church  dedicated  to  St.  Wilfrid, 
whofe  feaft  of  dedication  was  ufually  celebrated  the 
•I  ath  day  of  Oftobcr  yearly. 

I  find  Grbpenhale  church  was  a  rectory  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  III.  and  had  then  the  Boydells  of 
DokUitffton  for  its  patron,  who  were  lords  of  Gro- 
.penhale  and  Lachford  both  ;  but  now  Byrom  of 
Byrom^  in  Lanxralhire,  hath  the  advowibn  hereof. 

Sir  William  Boydcll  of  Dodlefton  buttt  a  chap^ 
.in  this  church,  wherein  William  Boydell  hb  fon 
and  heir  fwore  to  find  an  honeO:  chaplain  to  pray 
for  the  fouls  of  the  faid  Sir  William  and  Nicola 
his  wife,  for  evermore,  8  Edward  III.  1334,  She 
was  daughter  of  William  dc  Doncafter. 

Charterers  now  in  Gropenhale,  i666. 

1.  John  Middlehurft.  2.  William  Morris  of 
Gropcfthale.  3.  Richard  Davies,  4.  Thomas 
Blackborne  of  Lachford  hach  now  got  halt  of 
Davies*s  land. 


Hale. 

THIS  townfhip  of  Hale  was  held  by  Hamon 
Maffey  in  the  Conqueror's  time,  as  appears 
by  Domcfday-book ;  fo  it  is  anciently  of  the  fee 
of  the  barons  of  Dunham-MafTcy. 

In  this  town  were  feated  the  Mafleys  of  Hale 

anciently,  who  were  propagated  originally  out  of 
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the  Mafi[eys  of  Dunham-Mafley,  which  faitiily 
continued  for  many  ages,  but  is  now  extin£b. 

3  Henry  IV.  there  were  fourteen  freeholders  or 
charterers  in  Hale;  at  this  day,  1666,  there  are 
twenty-three  freeholders.  The  lord  Delamere  is 
now  chief  lord  of  the  one  moiety  of  Hale  -,  and 
John  Crewe  of  Crewe,  Efq,  is  chief  lord  of  the 
other  moiety. 

Here  is  a  hamlet  in  Hale,  called  Ringey,  where- 
in is  fituated  a  chapel  of  eafe,  called  Ringey- 
chapel,  within  the  parifh  of  Bowdon,  of  which  I 
have  little  to  fay,  fave  that  it  was  much  frequent- 
ed in  the  late  war  by  fchifmatical  minifters,  and, 
as  it  were,  a  receptacle  for  non-conformifts ;  in 
which  diflblute  times,  every  pragmatical  illiterate 
perfon,  as  the  humour  ferved  him,  ftepped  into 
the  pulpit,  without  any  lawful  calling  thereunto, 
or  licence  of  authority. 

Halton* 

THIS  town  in  common  pronunciation  is  cal- 
led Hauton,  and  is  as  much  as  a  town  upon 
II  bill^  for  tlawe  and  Howe  are  old  Englifli  words 
for  a  bill  \  howbeit,  in  our  Norman  way  of  writ- 
ing, it  is  ufually  written  Halton  \  in  Domefday- 
book  it  is  written  Heletune. 

Here  is  yearly  a  fair  kept  on  the  feaft  of  the  na- 
tivity of  St.  Mary,  which  is  the  8th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, and  hath  been  very  ancient  -,  for  I  find  it 
mentioned  in  an  old  deed  made  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 

It  is  now  a  poor  town  or  village  ;  and  the  inha- 
bitants,  that  have  any  lands  of  mheritance  there, 
are  all  copy-holders  to  the  king,  as  baron  of  Hal- 
ton,  fave  two  fmall  cottages  now,  1666,  in  pof- 
feflfion  of  John  Jackfon  and  Richard  Jennings, 
which  are  of  the  fee  of  St.  John  of  Jcrufalem. 

The 
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The  caftle  was  built  by  the  barons  of  Halton 
prefently  after  the  Norman  Conqueft,  and  by  de- 
grees repaired  and  enlarged ,  who  being  feated. 
here,  flourifhed  for  a  long  time,  and  were  con* 
ftables  of  Chefhire  in  fee,  that  is,  to  them  and 
their  heirs  by  defcent,  as  it  were,  after  the  man- 
ner  of  lord  high  conftables  of  England,  fo  were 
the  barons  of  Halton  to  the  earls  of  Chefter; 
and  in  their  ancient  charters  did  always  ftyle  them- 
fclvcs  by  the  title  of  Conftables  of  Chemire,  and 
were  the  higheft  in  place  and  dignity  next  to 
the  earl  himfelf,  and  above  all  the  other  barons 
of  Chefliire 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third  their  pofteri- 
ty  became  earls  of  Lincoln :  And  upon  the  death 
o£  Henry  Lacy,  earl  of  Lincoln,  1310,  all  his 
lands  and  honours  came  to  the  earl  of  Lancafter 
with  Alice  his  daughter  and  heir  in  marriage  :  And 
at  laft  Henry  of  Bolingbroke,  fon  of  John  of 
Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancafter,  was  fo  great  a  fubjeft, 
and  fo  popular,  that  he  drew  unto  his  part  moft  of 
the  nobility  of  England,  and  thereby  moft  trai- 
teroufly  and  rebellioufly  depofed  Richard  the  Se- 
cond, and  made  himfelf  king  of  England  by  the 
name  of  Henry  the  Fourth. 

Roger  the  feventh  baron  of  Hglton,  who  was 
furnamed  Hell,  for  his  fierce  and  magnanimous  fpi- 
rit,  is  ranked  by  Hoveden  as  the  moft  eminent  ba- 
ron of  the  realm,  and  next  after  the  earls,  among 
thofe  great  perfons  whom  king  John  moft  doubted, 
and  required  to  fwear  fealty  to  hipi  by  his  com^if- 
fioners,  in  the  year  1 199,  upon  the  death  of  Ric(iard 
the  Firll ;  which  they  did  upon  condition  that  GVery 
of  them  ftiould  have  their  lands  reftored.        I 

And  the  king  reftored  unto  Roger  Lafcy  his 
caftle  cf  Pomfret,  having  firft  received  Us  fon 
and  heir  for  a  pledge.  ^ 

He  was  one  of  thofe  whom  king  John  <mploy- 
4X2  cd 
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'"'  tS  fSr  the  fafe  condudt  of  the  king  of  Scotland 
unto  the  court  of  England,  when  the  king  of  Scou 
^'UAd  did  homage  to  the  king  of  England  at  Lin* 
--coin;  foon  after  the  coronation  of  king  John.  And* 
^  libger  Lacy  is  there  again  put  down  the  firfk  of 
'  811  the  barons  of  England,  who  were  wicneiles  of 
"ihe  king  of  Scotland's   hom;^,  and  where  the 
,^hief  of  the  nobility  are  named  by  Hoveden. 
:  King  Jchn  fent  before-hand  William  Marihall, 
•;^rl  ot  Strigvill,  and  I^ogfr  Lacy,  conftable  of 
'  C^elhire,  into  Normandy,  for  the  fupprefling'  of 
his  ttiemies. 
•^'      Roger,  conftable  of  Chefhire,  a  moft  heroic  and 
ml^nanimous  champion,  k^t  the  caftl^  de  Rupe 
Andeliaci  in  Normanfly,  for  king  John,  againft  the 
Fpeiich,  with  fuch  gallantr}%  that  after  all  bis  vic* 
tftali^'Were  exhauftcd,  having  been  befieged  almoft 
a  year,  and  many  aiTaults  of  the  enemy  made,  buc 
fiilt  fepulfed  by  him,  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and 
-    iHued  out  of  the  caftle  with  his  troop  into  the  midft 
of  his  enemies  forces,  chufing  rather  to  die  like  a 
ibldier,  than  to  be  ftarved  to  death:  He  flew  ma- 
ny of  the  eAemy,  but  was  at  laft  with  much  diffi- 
<ulty  taken  prifoner.     So  he  and  his  foldiers  were 
brought  priioners  to  the  king  of  France,  where,  by 
the  toitutoand  of  the  king,  Roger  Lacy  was  to  be 
no  ftrift  prifoii^,  for  his  great  honefty  and  truft 
y'-  rn  defending  the  caftle  fo  g^lantly. 

King  John's  letter  to  Roger  Lacy,  concerning 
•th4  kttpingof  thefaid  caftle,  you  may  fee  among 
■  •  :th*  Norman  writerSjj  put  out  by  Andrew  du  Chefne, 
''   •  anW  printed  at  Paris  1619.  , 

Hatton  'near  I>aresbury. 

IN  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  Geffrey,  Ion 
of  Adam  de  Dutton  (anceftor  to  Warburton  of 
ArleyO  gave  this  town,,  being  of  the  fee:  of  the 
^  •     ^  ^  barony 


'  barony  of  I|aUon;  unto  Winiain^  foo  of  Hod^ 
0f  Hatton.  .    : 

: .  Thia  town  j^yc  name  to  th^  fymly  of  the  Hati 
pom  n^diag  heret  The  Hattans  oiQ^SHf-S^xtm' 
cudAiied:ttatilFeteF  IdEattiM^igentlcniany  vrith  iiii| 
pro  fons^  Richar4  and  ThOBUs,  £i)ii  uqta  Rotat 

^  Pkkcmng^  coiuift}lor  at  law,  for  the  im  o£  lafaL 
fhe  capi^i  mefliiage  of  Qwfty'^Bircli^  af4;ilitt 
meflbagesin  f  latton,  |66u  Mr.  Pickcriap  bcmg^ 
^  £aB  xneiTuai^inorein  Hation  ff€^ 
^653,  andwluck  Mr.;  Moores  bought  f!ov|q^aln^ 
pwt  from  Merbucv  of  Mcrbuiy,  near  Coinhei^^ 
and  paFfi^from  Mn  Staci^  of  Sfretton^  :Q<ircii 
%htt  mefiuage  m  liatton  Mr.  Piclicriqg  kwiffa 

.  iiom  Merbury  of  Wahm. 

I  find  ilie  town  oftianm,  lletur|)l^1efbu«]^  feat. 
fCKd  into  .feveralparccbi  funotig  the  daaighirn 
^  heirs  of  Adam  {lAttoOji  ion  of  WiUi^  df 
Hatton,  1290,  18  Edward  L  John  Merbuiy  and 
Cicely  his  wife^  Randk  Newtpn  and  Ifabel  hi^ 
wife,  do  covenant  for  them  and  their  heirs,  to  pay 

.  uata  Thomas  de  Walton,  and  hi^  heirs  two  fhiHras 
yearlg? ;  for  which  Tl¥)mas  and  his  h^irs  are  toJoQ 
4uit  of  court  to  Halton,  to  witt,  that  which  Adam 
de  Hatton  formerly  did  iw:  the  tofwn  of  Hatton. 

At  this  day»  i666»  Robert  Pickenng  of  Their 
waU^  £f<]|.  is  lord  of  the  ^reatefl  part  of  Hatton. 
The  remainder  is  now  enjonred  by  the  foUowiag 
peribns,  who  h*ve  freehold  JaiKis  here. 

1.  Thomas  Penkith.  a.  Thomas  Dunbabbiq, 
3.  Richard  Wood.  4.  The  heirs  of  one  Southenie. 
5.  John  Dunbabbin.  6.  Thomas  Hatton.  j^tUh 
bert  Webfter,  a  little  parcel.  9.  GrioifcUch  0# 
Grimfdich;  9.  Ralph  Starkcy,  of  Newtoi>»  Uiw^ 
yer.  10.  Richard  Rutter,  of  Moore,  two  tene- 
ments bought  of  Merbury  of  Waltpo*  11.— 
Coppocke.  12.  Another  {iatton.  13.  Fc 
liightfoot. 
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Kekwick* 

THIS  fmall  village  of  Kekwick  is  of  the  an* 
cient  fee  of  the  barons  of  Halton,  but  not 
nKntioned  in  Doni^fday-book. 

It  belonged  to  the  Duttons  of  Dutton  very  an^ 
ciently,  even  frdm  the  time  of  Henry  the  Firfl:^ 
whole  heirs  ever  fince  enjoyed  the  fame,  until  by 
tbeaward  of  Henry  the  Eighth  it  was  allotted  (a- 
mong  other  lands)  to  the  daughters  and  co-heir3 
ctf  Sir  Thomas  Dutton  of  Dutton,  26  Henry  VUI. 
BS34-y  ^"^  came  to  the  part  of  Margaret,  one  of 
the  daughters  of  Sir  Thomas  Dutton  aforefaid, 
who  married  Thomas  Afton  of  Afton,  near  Sutton, 
Efq.  and  whofe  heirs  have  ev?r  fince  enjoyed  the 
fame.  Sir  Willoughby  Afton,  baronet,  being  now 
poffeffed  thereof  entirely,  1666. 

Nether-Knutsford, 

William  Fitz-Nigell,  baron  of  Halton,  held 
Knutsford  under  Hugh  Lupus,  earl  of 
Chefter,  as  we  read  in  Domciday-book :  and  one 
Erchbrarid  then  held  it  of  William. 

But  whether  that  Knutsford,  lb  held  by, this 
William,  comprehended  any  more  than  that  which 
is  now  a  diftinft  townlhip  of  itfelf,  called  Knuts- 
ford-Booths,  and  is  at  this  day  in  Halton  fee,  is 
aqueftion. 

•     Certain  it  is,  William  de  Tabley,  lord  of  Over- 
;  Tabley,  was  alfo  lord  of  both  Knutsfords  Nether- 
■  Knutsford  and  Over-Knutsford,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  the  Firft. 

William  de  Tabley  obtained  the  king's  charter 
for  a  Saturday  market  weekly  at  Nether-Knuts- 
ford,  which  yet  continueth  •,  and  alfo  for  a  fair 
to  be  kept  here  yearly, 

William 
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William  de  Tabley,  lord  of  Nether.Kndtsfojrd, 
fon  and  heir  of  dui'  ttfbrefud  WilUatn,  hadj^ 
charter  from  Edwaid  the  Black  Prince, 
AiM-il  4,  'II  Edward  in.  nsj*  to  excuft' 
fr^  e^r  being  put  on  any  j^J  and  from  f 
mayor,  (hcviffj  coroner,  or  other  officer  agd 
his  will. 


Over-Knutsford,  aliks  Knutsford^  ' 
Booths.  ;  ^^' 

OVER-KNUTSFORD  is  belonging  to  thcj^ 
tienc.  £et  of  the  barons  of  Halt9n.      ^ 
'This  tonh  of  Knutsford-Bpoths,  with  Norl; 


tient.  fee  of  the  barons  of  Halton.      ,    ^^m^ 
Booths,  William  de  Tabley  leafed  to  Sir  John  Q^ . 


reby,  for  the  life  of  Sir  John,  j.i  Edward  L 

Sir  John  Orreby  fold  his  -  title  herein  to  Jo3i^ 
L^h  and  Ellen  his  wife ;  and  afterwards  William 
de  Tabley  releafed  to  John  Legh,  and  his  heii's, 
all  his  right  in  Knutsford-Booths  and  Norbury* 
Booths,  28  Edward  I.  1300. 

The  heirs  of  this  John  Legh,  have  enjoyed  tl^ 
fame  to  this  day,  1667.     Peter  Legh,  of  Bootfu! 
Efq.  being  now  lord  thereof,  and  under  age.  There 
are  now  about  twelve  finall  charterers  in  Knut^- 
ford-Booths.  ■      '    '   ' 

Ellen,  the  widow  of  this  firft  John  Lcgh,  ptir-, 
chafed  a  weekly  market  on  the  Wednefday,  and  a 
fair  to  be  kept  yearly  at  Knutsford-Boothj!  on 
Tuefday  and  Wcdnelday  in  Whitfun-weeki  un- 
der the  feal  of  the  Exchequer  at  Chcfter,  9  Ed- 
ward III.  which  fair  is  at  this  day  accordiri^j 
kept,  but  the  market  vaniflied  long  ago; 

Lachford.  ;^  • '  .: 

WILLIAM,  fon  of  Samfon,  relesJcd^ib'a^^ 
ford,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  (a  J-iu^ 
de  Boydell,  his  lord,  in  the  reign  of  Richa^^I.  . 

'5if 
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:  Sir  John  Danidl  and  Joan'  his  wife  purchafed 
tbtliem  and  their  beirs,  from  Edinirdi  Ibyled  The 
iMck  Prince,  then  carl  of  Chefter,  to  keep  two 
fiurs  in  Lachferd  yt&rlf  i  one  upon  the  5th  and 
6th  da^  cf  Mftyi)  andtbeodieriipM  the  17th  and 
f  fttK-days  of  Oftoher ;  and  alfo  to  fatve  two  mar- 
ket days  weekly,  every  Wednefday  and  Friday. 

Froeboklers  in  Lachford^  1666. 

I*  John  Longfhall^     2 .  Richard  Hall.     3.  Wi- 
dbwJMiddlehurft  pays  i-d.  chief  to  Blackbom.    4* 
PCjIg^JBarfccri  one  acrc^   fornierly  part  of  widow 
lurft's*     5.  Peter  HalL     6.  Arnold  Mid- 
7.  Wifltam  Morris  of  Gropetihale.     8. 


li^  of  Lymcj  one  tenement.    9.  Widow  Pier- 
ftilr.     10.  Widow  Hatton,  now  Twambroke. 

Byrom  of  Lancaihire  retains  yet  the  advowfoii 
of  the  church  of  Gropenhale. 

Lsgh  juxta  BARrrtRTON,  vulgo  Little* 
Leoh, 

THE  townfiiip  of  Little-Legh  Was  held  by 
William  Fitz-Nigel,  baron  of  Halton,  in  the 
time  of  the  Conqueror^  as  appears  by  Domefday- 
Book. 

Simon  Fit2  Olbernj  being  pofleffed  of  this  vil- 
lage  about  thi:  reign  of  kmg  John,  grants  the 
fame  unto  Hugh  Duttx)n,  fon  of  Hugh  Dutton  of 
Dutton,  and  ;o  his  heirs. 

Roger^  conltable  of  Chelhire,  land  baron  of  HaU 
ton^  acquittC'l  Hugh  Dutton  of  Dutton,  of  the 
Judger  of  Legh  in  his  hundred  of.Halton,  about 
thcycar  1200. 

To  be  Judger  of  a  town^  was  to  fcrve  ^t  the 
lonPi  court  on  the  jury  for  fuch  a  town  •,  whereof 

Dutton 


O  F    C  H  E  S  H  I  R  E.  707 

Dutton  was  difcharged  for  Little-Legh  by  this 
deed. 

The  hamlet  of  Clacterwig^  in  Little-Legh,  was 
purchafed  by  Sir  Thomas  Dutton  of  Dutton, 
from  Hugh  de  Clatterwig,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 

This  townfliip  hath  ever  fince  remained  to  the 
heirs  of  Dutton,  even  to  this  day,  1666,  an^  is 
25I.  1 8s.  of  an  old  rent. 

Charterers  in  Little-Lcgh,  1666. 

I.  Sir  Gilbert  Ireland,  of  Hut,  in  Lancafhirr, 
one  cottage,  in  pofleflion  of  Thomas  Clough.  2. 
William  Touchet  of  Nether-Whitlcy,  Efquire, 
one  tenement  in  leafe.  3.  William  Bentley  of 
Northwich,  phyfician,  two  crofts,  but  no  houie. 
4.  Jofcph  Bafnet  of  Legh,  formerly  part  of  Dr. 
Bentley's.  5.  Mr.  Huxley,  one  tenement,  in  pof- 
feflion  of  Jofeph  Bafnet.  6.  John  Barker  of 
Legh,  lately  bought  of  Mr.  Merbury  of  Merbury. 
7.  Richard  Worrall  of  Legh.  8.  John  Eaton  of 
WooUey.  9.  Mrs.  Ann  Mofeley  of  Howes-End, 
one  cottage,  in  poiTeffion  of  one  Lawrcnfon. 

In  this  townfhip  is  an  ancient  chapel  of  eafc, 
called  Little-Legh  chapel,  within  the  parifh  of 
Grcat-Budworth.  It  was  lately  repaired  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Little-Legh,  1 664,  whereuntp  five 
pounds  were  given  towards  the  repair  thereof  by 
the  pariftioners  of  Great-Budworth. 

Legh,  vulgo  High-Legh. 

Gilbert  Venables,  baron  of  Kinderton,  held  this 
town  in  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,^  und^r 
Hugh  Lupus,  earl  of  Chefter. 

There  was  a  church  here  at  the  time  of  the. Con- 
qucft ;  but  at  this  day  no  prints  thereof  remain. 

4  Y  There 
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There  is  now  a  chr.pcl  of  eale  in  this  townfliip, 
called  High-Legh  chapel,  withifi  the  parilh  of 
RoftKornc,  which  was  built  by  Thomas  Legh  of 
THigh-Lcgh  de  Eaft-hall,  Efq^..  1581,  as  I  find 
the  year,  his  name,  and  coat  of  ilrms  engraven  in 
the  ftonc  on  the  fide  of  the  fame  chapel ;  in  which 
very  year  his  jj;rarid:bn,  George  l^egh,  married 
Elizabeth,  fccoi-cl  daughter  of  iV-tcr  Leyc:cn:er  01 
'Ncthcr-Tablry,  Eiq.  and  co-heir  to  the  l.i:ds  of 
her  mother  Kli/abeth,  folc  daughter  and  j)cir  of 
.Edward  Colwi^li  of  Cclwich,  in  Staiibrd  ill  ire, 
near  Owfley-bridge -,  and  in  which  year  alfo  the 
faid  Thomas  Legh  died;  which  Thomas  built 
the  new  hall  of  itone  in  High-Legh,  called  the 
Eaft-hall,  in  which  houfc  his  heirs  do  now,  1666, 
inhabit,  the  old  hall  there  being  pulled  down. 

Here  was  alfo  another  ancient  chapel  of  eaie  in  this 
"townfhip,  belonging  to  the  family  of  the  Leghs  of 
the  Welt-hall,  in  High-Legh  :  the  fabrick  is  yet 
Handing  near  to  his  houfe  j  but  now  converted  to 
other  ufes,  by  the  heirs  of  that  family.  This  cha^- 
pel  was  built  about  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  I  find  one  Hugh  de 
Legh,  anctltor  to  the  Leghs  of  the  Eaft-Hall  in 
High-Legh,  poflcfled  of  the  moiety  of  High- 
Legh  :  The  right  line  of  which  Hugh  ending 
about  the  reign  of  Henry  VI!.  a  long  fuit  hap- 
pened bc'tween  the  daughters  and  co-  heirs  *  on 
the  one  part,  and  Thomas  Legh  of  North-wood 
on  the  other  partj  which  Thomas  then  claim- 
ed, 

•RaufeLeghdeEail-Hall,  the  laftof  that  line, 
had  three  daughters  and  heirs ;  for  Richard  hisibn 
died  without  ifliie. — Jane  married  Handle  Spurftow 
.ofSpurftuw;  Margaret  married  Robert  Shaw ;  and 
Catherine  married  Thomas  Legh,  fon  and  heir  of 
RichardLegh  de  Weft-Hall,  but  had  not  iffue:  af- 
terwards (he  married  Richard  Done  of  Flaxyards. 
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cd,  as  next  heir- male,  by  virtue  of  an  entail, 
and  recdvered  ;  of  whom  is  defcended  Henry  Legh 
of  the  Eafl-Hall,  Efq.  now  livi::'g,  1666,  and 
branched  out  firlt  from  the  nncient  Leghs  of  the 
Eall-Kall,  under  Edward  III.  For  John  Legh  of 
the  Eafl-Hail,  fbn  and  heir  of  Hugh,  lord  of  the 
moiety  of  High-Legh,  temp.  Ed.  II.  had  IfTue  Wil- 
liam Legh  dc  Eaft-Hall,  ion  and  heir  (of  whonj 
the  Lq^hs  dc  Eaft-Hall,  who  continued  till  the 
iflue-male  of  that  line  failed  under  Henry  "VII.) 
and  John  Legh  of  Alpraham,  fecond  Ton,  from 
whom  the  Leghs  of  Northwoud,  in  i-Jigh-l,x!:^h, 
anciently  defcended,  whofc  heir,  Thomas  Legh  of 
Northwcod,  was  adjudged  next  Iitir-male,  and 
from  whom  the  Leghs  of  the  Eafl-hall  now  in  be- 
ing,  and  lords  of  the  moiety  of  High-Legh :  And 
Matthew  Legh,  third  Ion  of  John,  of  whom  the 
Leghs  of  Swincyard,  in  High-Legh,  yet  in  be- 
ing, 1666,  are  defcended. 

The  other  moiety  of  High-Legh  was  pofleffed 
by  Thomas  de  Legh,  ancellor  to  the  Leghs  of 
the  Weft-Hall,  in  High-Legh,  whom  I  have  fecn 
fubfcribed  as  a  witnefs  unto  iiindry  old  deeds 
made  in  the  reign  of  Edward  L  by  the  name  of 
Thomas,  lord  of  the  moiety  of  Hig!i-Legh.  But 
one  hatf  of  this  moiety  was  piii\.Iiafed  by  Sir 
Richard  MafKry  of  Tatton,  towards  the  middle  of  ^ 
Edward  thcFirft*s  reign. 

Roger  de  Monte  Alto  confirms  to  Sir  Richard 
Mafley,  all  the  lands  and  tenements  which  he  had 
of  the  grant  of  Raufe,  fon  of  William  de  Hawar- 
den,  in  the  townfhip  of  Legh  \  Robert  Grofvc- 
nor,  then  fhcriff  of  Chefhire,  being  one  of  the  wit- 
ncfil-!*,  wii^ch  was  about  the  year  1286.  The  ori- 
ginal amc  \7;  the  evidences  of  the  earl  of  Bridge- 
water,  in  1667,  whofe  heirs  at  this  day  enjoy  the 
fame,  viz.  the  earl  of  Bridgewatcr  hath  a  fourth 
part  of  High-L  egh,  which  belonged  to  the  Maf- 
4  Y  2  leys 
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fcys  of  Tatton  •,  and  Mr.  Lcgh,  of  the  Weft-hall, 
in  Higb-Legb,  hath  now  one  other  fourth  part  of 
High-Legh,  which  belonged  to  his  anceftors  of 
antient  time. 

Charterers  in  High-Legh,  1666. 

I.  John  Glcyve  of  High-Lcgh.  This  is  a  ve- 
ry ancient  freehold :  for  Matthew  Somervyle,  lord 
of  Alpraham,releafed  Gilbert  Gleyvc  from  his  fcr- 
vicc  to  the  court  of  Alpraham,  1270, 54  Henry  III. 
ind  Thomas  de  Legh  gave  unto  Gilbert,  fon  of  Gil- 
bert Gleyve  of  High-Legh,  freedom  of  pannage  in 
all  the  woods  of  High-Legh,  about  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  And  Agnes  de  Legh, 
the  widow  of  Richard  de  Limme,  calls  Gilbert 
Gteyve  her  uncle  ^  which  was  Agnes  daughter  and 
hdr  of  Richard  de  Legh,  lord  of  the  moiety  of 
High-Legh,  and  mother  of  Thomas  deLegh  afore- 
faid.  2. RichardLegh of Swineyard,in High-Legh^ 
gentleman.  This  family  branched  out  of  the  an- 
cient Leghs  of  the  Eaft-hall,  in  High-Legh,  un- 
der Edward  III.  whofe  anceftor,  Matthew  Legh, 
marrying  Margery,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard 
dc  Sworton,  in  High-Legh,  had  the  half  of  Swor- 
ton,  1 369.  3.  Peter  Legh  of  Northwood,  in  High- 
Lq^h.  He  is  defcended  from  Gawen  Legh,  young- 
er ton  of  Matthew  Legh  of  Swineyard.  This  Gawen 
purchafed  his  land  in  Northwood  from  the  Leghs 
of  Weft-hall,  and  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Thonus  Grimfdich  of  Hallum,  in  Newton  juxta 
Dareftjury  -,  which  Gawen  and  Margaret  wer?  liv- 
ing 32  H.  VIII.  4.  Mr.  Millington  of  Millington. 
He  had  about  thirty  acres  in  High-Legh ;  which 
land  came  to  his  anceftor  Aytrop  de  Millington^ 
in  marriage  with  Margery,  daughter  of  Richard 
de  Legh,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  But  this 
land  is  now  fold  to  Mr.  Geffrey  Cartwright  of 
Baggiley.  This  was  parcel  *of  the  moiety  be- 
longing 
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longing  to  Lcgh  of  the  Weft-hall,  from  whofe 
anceftor  it  came.  5.  Thomas  Dichfield  of  Swine- 
yard.  ^6.  Widow  Wilkinfon.  7.  Pownall  of 
Bran  ton  hath  land  in  the  Mofle-houfes.  8.  Wi- 
dow Harper  of  Northwood,  in  the  lord  Bridge* 
water's  parr.  9.  John  Bentley  of  Northwood,  in 
the  earl  of  Brldgewater*s  part. 

We  are  now  to  take  notice,  that  Agnes  -de 
Legh,  daughter  and  l^eir  of  Richard  de  Lcgli, 
lord  of  the  moiety  of  High-Legh,  had  three  hiifi' 
bands:  her  firft  hufband  was  Richatd  dc  Limniej 
younger  fon  of  Hugh  de  Limme,  lord  of  the  moi- 
ety of  Limme ;  by  whom  ftie  had  iflue  Thomas  * 
de  Legh  of  the  Weft-Hall,  in  High-Legh,  fur- 
named  de  Legh  from  the  place  of  his  birth  and 
refidcnce,  as  was  very  ufual  in  thofe  ages;  which 
furname  of  Legh  his  pofterity  ever  fince  retained 
to  this  day,   1666. 

Her  fecond  huft)and  was  William  Venables  of 
Bradwell,  younger  brother  to  Sir  Hugh  Venables, 
baron  of  Kinderton ;  by  whom  Ihe  had  iflue  John 
de  Legh,  furnamed  alfo  from  the  place  of  his  edu-. 
cation  and  refidcnce-,  which  furname  of  Legh  his 
pofterity  alfo  ever  fince  retained.  This  John  dc 
Legh  purchafed  Knutsford-Booths,  with  Norbu- 
ry-Booths,  from  William  de  Tab  ley,  28  Edward 
I.  1300.  And  from  this  John  de  Legh  are  the 
Leghs  of  Booths,  near  Knutsford,  defcended. 

The  third  hulband  of  Agnes  was  William  de 
Hawarden,  by  whom  fhc  had  ifliie  Raufc  dc 
Hawarden  ;  which  Raufe  had  the  half  of  the  moi- 
ety of  High-Legh  given  him  by  his  half  brother, 
Thomas  Legh  of  the  Weft-Hall  •,  and  Raufc  fold 
his  part  to  Sir  Richard  Maflt^y  of  Tatton,  1 286. 

•  Limme: 
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LlMME. 

IN  this  townfhip  of  Limme  is  a  very  ancient  pa- 
riffi-church,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary ; 
whofe  wakes  or  feaft  of  dedication  are  on  the  15th 
day  of  Auguft,  being  the  feaft  of  the  affumpticn 
of  Mary  ;  which  parifh  comprehendeth  only  the 
townfhip  of  Limme  :  it  is  in  our  common  Mize- 
book  at  il.  1 6s.  A  large  town,  which  containeth 
in  it  thefe  little  hamlets  or  places,  known  by  the 
names  of  Stathum,  Reddilh,  Oughtrington,  Brome, 
and  Heateley. 

Here  hath  been  a  church  before  the  Norman 
Concjueft :  for  it  appears  by  Domefday-book,  that 
in  the  Conqueror's  time,  Gilbert  Venables,  baron 
of  Kinderton,  held  half  of  this  town,  which  Ul- 
viet  formerly  held.  And  Olberne,  fon  of  Tez- 
20n,  held  the  other  half:  he  was  anceftor  to  the 
Boydelis  of  Dodlefton. 

Sothateitherlord  had  one  half  of  the  church;  and 
fo  at  this  day,  1666,  are  two  parfons  prefented  to 
Limme,whofupply  the  miniftry  there ;  one,  one  Sun- 
day, and  the  other,  the  next  Sunday  after,  and  fo  by 
courfe  •,  Warburton  of  Arley  being  now  patron  of 
one  moiety  of  the  faid  church,  and  Legh  dc  Weft- 
Hall,  in  High-Legh,  patron  of  the  other  moiety  : 
and  one  paribn  hath  one  half  of  the  tithes  of 
Limme,  and  tlie  other  parfon  hath  the  other  half. 

Gilbert  de  Limme,  releafed  all  his  right  in  the 
advowfon  of  the  moiety  of  Limmc-church,  unto 
Thomas  Legh  de  Weft-Hall,  in  High-Legh,  10 
Edward  II.  13 16.  .The  original  among  the  evi- 
dences of  Legh  de  Weft-Hall,  1666.  Since  which 
time  that  family  has  continued  their  right  of  pre- 
fenting  to  that  moiety,  which  I  conceive  was  tlic 
moiety  belonging  to  GilberftVenables  in  Domef- 
day-book. 

The 
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The  fteeple  of  this  church  was  repaired,  and 
built  anew  of  ftone  not  many  ages  fince :  for  in  the 
year  152 1,  I  find  by  a  writing  now  in  pofleflion 
of  Dumbill  of  Limme,  that  Sir  Thomas  ButloTt 
knight.  Sir  Piers  Legh,  Sir  John  Warburtoi), 
Sir  William  Molineux,  Sir  George  Holford,  Tho- 
mas LeghjEfq.  Robert  Reddilh,  Efq.  James  Dum- 
bill, Efq.  Randle  Clayton,  Efq.  William  Wilm, 
f^ntlcman,  John  Legh,  gentleman.  Sir  Roger 
-cgh,  parfon  of  the  fame  church.  Sir  Richard 
Combcrbach,  our  ladies  prieft,  and  overifeer  of 
the  work.  Sir  John  Perfevall,  parifli-prieft  of  the 
fame  church,  do  defire  a  charitable  contribution 
of  all  pious  perfons  towards  a  fteeple  of  ftone.  then 
in  building  at  Limme-church,  whereof  our  BleiTed 
Lady  is  the  founder,  without  which  the  parilh 
was  not '  able  to  finiih  the  work ;  where  there 
were  three  pricfts  to  pray  '  for  the  benefaftors : 
and  conftituting  Matthew  Legh,  and  Reginald 
Legh,  colleftors,  to  receive  the  contributions. 
Dated  the  24th  day  of  April,  1521. 

Gilbert  de  Limme  fettles  all  his  lands  in 
Limme  on  Robert  Dumbill,  fon  of  John  Dum- 
bill, and  Agnes,  daughter  of  Thomas  Legh  de 
Weft-Hall,  and  on  the  heirs  of  the  bodies  of  the 
faid  Robert  and  Agnes,  in  the  year  1342,  from 
whence  are  defcended  the  Dumbills  of  Limme. 

John  Dumbill,  fon  of  the  faid  Robert  and  Ag- 
nes, was  retained  the  king's  fervant,  and  had  five 
pounds  yearly  penfion  for  his  life,  given  him  out 
of  the  Exchequer  at  Chefter,  dated  21  Richard  II. 
1397,  and  was  employed  in  the  war  againft  Owen 
Glendore,  3  Henry  IV.  and  was  a  foldier  under 
Sir  John  Stanley,  governor  of  Roxborough-Caftle, 
20  Richard  II. 

In  which  family  of  the  Dumbills  of  Limme, 
hath  the  moiety  of  the  town  of  Limme,   and  the 

fcniority 
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feniority  thereof,  ever  fince  continued  to  this  pre- 
fcnt  time  1666. 

I  firul  the  firft  Gilbert  de  Limme  to  have  lived 
about  king  John's  time,  who  was  lord  of  the  moi- 
ety of  Limme  ;  which  family  of  Limme  were  fur- 
named  from  the  place  of  their  refidence  here,  and 
continued  to  die  end  of  Edward  III.  the  latt  Gil- 
bert de  Limme  and  his  ifTue  male  then  failing. 

But  whether  the  firft  Gilbert  de  Limme  was  ori- 
ginally ^,  Venables,  or  of  what  ether  fimily,.  and 
now  this  moiety  came  to  the  baron  of  Halton, 
from  the  baron  of  Kinderton,  I  fihd  no  mention. 

The  feniority  of  the  other  moiety  hath  for  a 
long  time  belonged  to  the  Warburtons  of  Arley  5 
howbeir,at  this  day,  1666,  he  hath  not  above  fix  or 
fcvcn  tenements  in  poflefllon  there.  How  it  came 
from  the  Boy  dells  toWarburlon,  I  find  not  precifely : 
I  conceive  it  came  with  Agnes,  daughter  and  heir 
of  Roger  Fitz- Alfred,  in  marriage  to  Adam  de 
Dutton,  anceftor  of  Warburton,  together  with  the 
moiety  of  Warburton,  and  other  lands,  about  the 
reign  of  Richard  I. 

In  this  Townfiiipare  now,  1666,  thefe  Charterers. 

I.  John  Gandy  of  Over-Limme-Booths,  2, 
John  Dichfield  of  Stathum  lately  purchafed  Cher- 
ry-tree-hurft,  formerly  DanicU  of  Tabley's  land. 
3.  John  Lcgh  of  Oughtrington.  4.  Gilbert  Steel 
of  Reddilh.  5.  Robert  Glcyve  of  Heateley.  6. 
John  Blackburne  of  Limme-booths.  7.  Richard 
Legh  of  Limme,  Efq.  hath  feven  tenements.  8. 
Randle  Crofs  of  Limme,  near  Agden.  9,  Wil- 
liam Reddifh  of  Stathum.  10.  Richard  Rawlin- 
fon  of  Stathum,  11.  John  Trevis  of  Chefter, 
formerly  Daniell's  of  Tabley.  12.  Peter  Davies 
of  Oughtrington.  13.  Jama  Hey  of  Limme- 
booths.     14.  Nicholas  Peacock  of  Brown-Ed^, 

in 
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in  Limine.  1 5.  John  Pcrccivall  of  Scathum.  1 6. 
Peter  Martin  of  Heateley,  formerly  DanieU's. 
17.  Richard  Deane  of  Heateley,  formerly  Dani- 
ell's.  18.  Robert  Thomafon,  formerly  DjuiieU's. 
19.  John  Legh  of  Higher-Lane.  20.  Ricluj^xl 
Dutton  of  Reddifh.     21.  Peter  Page,  in  Stathum. 

Marbury. 

THIS  hamlet  of  Marbury  comprehendeth  only 
the  manor-hoiife,  with  the  demefne-lands 
thereunto  belonging  -,  and  hath  its  name  from  our 
two  old  Engliih  words,  Aiir^,  which  fignifies  A 
great  Lake  or  Pool^  and  Birig^  which  fignifies  A 
Heufe^  or  Place  covered^  and  fometimes  A  Town: 
fo  Verftegan.  And  here  denotes  as  much  as  AHoufe 
or  Dwelling  by  the  Mere. 

About  the  beginning  of  Henry  the  Third's 
reign,  Warin  Vernon,  baron  of  Shiplmx>k  con- 
firms this  hamlet  to  William  de  Merbury. 

From  hence  had  this  f^ily  the  furname  of 
Merbury,  and  feems  to  be  originally  a  Vernon. 
Nothing  moreufual  than,  in  thofe  elder  ages,  to 
be  ftyled  from  the  places  of  their  habitation,  which 
after-ages  retained  as  furnames. 

This  family  hath  continued  in  this  feat  ever 
fmce,  by  the  name  of  the  Merburys  •,  and  Tho- 
mas  Merbury  of  Merbury,  Efq.  is  now  owner 
thereof,  1666. 

Out  of  this  family  branched  Randle  Merbury  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  L  whofe  fon  Simon  married 
Idonea,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  de  Walton, 
from  whom  the  Merburys  of  Walton  in  this  hun- 
dred were  propagated. 

.  4  Z  Marston, 
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Marston. 

THIS  townfliip  of  Marfton  is  not  in  Domef- 
day-book,  and  ftemcth  to  have  its  name 
from  the  two  meres  whereto  it  adjoineth,  to  wit, 
Budworth-Mcre,  and  Pickmere-Mcre  ;  as  it  were 
Meres-TcwH^  or  The  Tctun  alutiing  en  the  Meres,  It 
hath  very  antiently  belonged  to  the  barons  of  Kin- 
dirton. 

Andrew,prior  of  Norton,  and  die  convent  there, 
granted  unto  Sir  \r  illiam  V enables,  to  find  him 
the  celebration  pf  divine  fcrvice  in  his  thapcl  at 
Marfton,  during  his  life-time,  when  either  he  or 
his  wife  Iliould  be  there  j  and  do  alfo  leafc  to  Ro- 
bert, his  fon,  clerk,  their  tithe  of  the  mill,  an^l 
of  the  fifhings  there,  about  the  beginning  of  Hen- 
ry 111. 

.  It  fccms  Hugh,  fon  of  Alfred  of  Marfton,  had 
fomc  parcel  of  land  here,  temp.  Ed.  III.  For 
Richard  Venables  relealcth  to  Hamon  de  Vena- 
bies  all  his  right. 

Peter  Venables,  Efq.  now  baron  of  Kinderton, 
in  1666,  hath  an  old  manor-houfe  in  Marfton, 
with  ancient  dcmefne-lands  thereunto  belonging  j 
and  hath  alfo  all  the  reft  of  Marfton  townfhip  in 
poffeflion  of  his  tenants  there,  except  only, 

I.  Richard  Symcock's  tenement  in  Marfton, 
now  belonging  to  Sir  Peter  Leyccfter  of  Nethtr- 
Tabley  -,  which  tenement  was  fold  by  Sir  Thomas 
Venables  of  Kinder  ton,  and  Thomas  his  fon  and 
heir,  to  Peter  Leycefter  of  Tabley,  Efq.  6  Eliza- 
beth, 1564,  and  adjoineth  to  Nether-Tabley.  2. 
Bromfield's  lands  in  Marfton,  which  anciently  be 
longetl  ro  Bromfield  of  Witton  -,  but  now  Richard 
Wilcccfon  hath  bought  part  thereof;  and  the 
other  part,  called  Sim-Fields,  Peter  Kennardy  of 
Ailon  juxta  Pickmcre  hath  bought. 

Marthall. 


I 
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Marthall, 

N  the  Conqueror's  time,- in  Domefday -book,  I 
find  no  mention  of  Marthall. 

But  this  town  anciently  belonged  to  the  W/6> 
ningtons  of  Wynnington,  near  Northwich,  -in 
whofe  offices  they  are  found  to  hold  it  ol*  -the 
hrir^  of  Manwaring  6f  Warmincham,  in  foc^ 
cage,   by  the  yearly  rent  of  one  penny. 

Of  which  family  Richard  Wynnington  of  Wy.Or 
nington,  Efq.  married  Katharine,  the  fifth  daugh- 
ter and  co-heir  to  Robert  Grofvenor  of  HouJme, 
in  All'oftock,  Efq.  by  whom  he  had  the  manor  of 
Pulford  beyond  Chcftcr,  by  partition,  in  the  yedf 
1495,  and  a  fifth  part  of  AUoftock,  as  heir  to-her 
friter  Margery  Grofvenor,  by  partition,  in  the^ycar 
1474,'  ^"^  ^^^  iffuc  three fons,  Richard  Wynning- 
ton, Peter,  and  George  ;  and  two  daughters,  Jane 
and  Elizabeth,  all  living  5  Henry  VII. 

Richard  Wynnington,  fon  and  heir  of  Richard 
and  Katharine,  married  Joan  Smith,  and  had  iffuc 
two  daughters,  Katharine,  who  died  without  iffiie 
23  Henry  VII.  as  appears  by  her  office  tak'eh  6 
Henry  VIII.  and  Elizabeth,  married  to  Sir  Piers 
Warburton  of  Arley,  2  Henry  VIII.  being  then 
fole  daughter  and  heir.  For  Richard  Wynning- 
ton died  19  Henry  Vll.  Joan,  his  wife,  died  24 
Henry  VII.  and  Sir  Piers  Warburton  died  4  Ed- 
ward VII.  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Richard  Wynnington  of  Wynnington, 
Efq.  died  6  Mary. 

So  that  Warburton  of  Arley  had  by  this  match 
all  the  lands  then  belonging  to  Wynnington  of  Wyn- 
nington, as  well  as  the  part  of  Grolvenor's  lands 
before-mentioned,  which  defccnded  alfo;  whofe 
heir  at  this  day,  1666,  is  poffeffed  of  the  town 
of  Marthall  entirely,  there  being  ho  freeholder 
or  charterer  in  this  townfhip. 

•     4  Z  2         '     •  Mr.RF. 
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Mere. 

THIS  town  undoubtedly  took  its  name  from 
the  mere  therein  ;  and  was  held  by  Gilbert 
Venables,  baron  of  Kindcrton,  in  the  time  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  which  one  Ulviet  held 
before. 

Not  many  ages  after,  it  became  the  feat  of  the 
family  of  the  Meres,  who  took  their  furname  from 
hqnce ;  among  whom  Robert  de  Mere,  fenior, 
lived  about  the  reign  of  king  John  ;  whether  ori- 
ginally a  Venables,  I  cannot  pofitiveljr  affirm. 

Ceruin  it  is,  this  family  of  Merc  of  Mere  con- 
tinued in  this  feat  a  long  time  together,  until  in 
our  days  John  Merc  of  Merc,  Efq,  and  William 
his  fon,  fold  this  manor  of  Mere  unto  Peter 
Brookes,  youngeft  fon  of  Thomas  Brookes  of  Nor- 
ton, Efq.  in  the  year  1652.  Which  Peter  alfo 
bought  the  eftate  of  Thomas  Merbury  of  Walton, 
and  was  after  Sir  Peter  Brookes,  knighted  in  the 
year  1666,  and  IherifFof  Chefhirc  1669.  He  hath 
beautified  and  built  a-new  the  hall  of  Mere  very 
handfomely ;  and  had  three  wives ;  the  firft  was 
Alice  Hulfe,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Hulfe 
of  Killingworth,  m  Warwickfhire,  by  whom  he 
had  iffue  Thomas  Brookes,  cldeft  fon,  who  mar- 
ried Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  Henry  Brere- 
ton  of  Ecclefton,  in  Chefliire,  gentleman,  1663  -, 
and  Richard  Brookes,  fecond  fon,  who  married 
Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  Charnock 
of  Charnock,  in  Lancafhire,  1666. 

The  fecondwifeof  Sir  Peter  Brookes  was  Frances, 
the  widow  of  William  Merbury  of  Merbury,  near 
Comberbach,  in  Chtfhire,  Efq.  and  daughter  of 
Sir  Nicholas  Trot  of  Quicklhot,  in  Hertford- 
fhire,  but  had  no  iffuc  by  her. 

The  third  wife  of  Sir  Peter  Brookes  of  Mere  was 

MabilJ, 
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Mabill,  the  widow  of  Richard  Clayton  of  Crooke, 
in  Lancafhire,  Efq.  and  daughter  of  William  Far- 
rington  of  Wcrden,  in  Lancafhire,  Efq.  who, 
with  Sir  Peter  her  hufband,  is  now  living,  i6^i 
but  hath  no  iffue  by  her.  j 

Charterers  in  Mere,  1666. 

I.  Henry  Legh  of  Eaft-hall,  in  High-L«gh, 
Efq.  the  Strethuil-farm,  not  long  fince  purchaicd 
from  Hugh  Cocker  of  Pickmere.  2.  One  mef- 
luage  in  poffefBon  of  Robert  Simmons,  given  to 
the  ii/k  ot  the  poor  of  the  parilh,  whereof  Maflcy 
of  Mofle-houfe  is  a  feoffee.  3.  George  Venables 
of  Agdeh,  Efq.  three  fmall  tenements  in  Mere^ 
in  the  pofleflion  of  Williiam  Occlefton,  Michael 
Bower,  and  Peter  Chorton.  4.  John  Spinkc  of 
Howe's-heath,  in  Mere.  5.  William  Pownall  of 
Barnton,  for  Grantham's  Jands.  6.  Peter  Fern- 
head  of  Mere,  for  Grantham's  lands.  7*  Johii 
Bradburne  of  Mere.  8.  John  Bentley  of  the  Holt, 
in  Merc.  9.  George  Bentley  of  Merc-heys.  lo. 
William  Grantham  of  Mere,  a  fmall  parcel.  .  11. 
Edward  Allen  of  Rofthorne,  one  fmall  teneniient 
in  Mere,  in  pofleflion  of  Henry  Hunt,  and  two 
parts  of  John  Occlefton's  tenement.  12.  John 
Barker  of  Little-Legh,  one  fmall  tenement  in  Mere. 

Middleton-Grange. 

THIS  is  but  one  farm  fo  called,  lying  in  Aflon 
juxta  Sutton. 

MlLLTNGTON. 

IN  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Wil- 
liam,  fon  of  Nigell,  baron  of  Halton,  held 
Millington  in  Bucklow  hundred ;  fo  we  read  in 
Domcfday-book. 

John 
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•John,  conftable  of  Chelhire,  and  baron  of  HaU 
ton,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  gave  to  Wrono  cf 
Stretton  half  of  Millington,  to  wit,  that  which  he 
had  in  his  dennefne  j  rendering  yearly  a  little  Irifli 
n^,  called  a  Hobby^  at  Midfummer  j  whereunto 
Hugh  Dutton,  and  Adam  his  fon,  with  feveral 
others,  were  witneffes. 

Whereby  it  ftiould  fcem  he  had  then  but  half  of 
Millington  in  his  fee. 

So  the  office  of  John  Millington  of  Millington, 
37  Elizabeth,  finds  he  held  one  half  of  Milling- 
ton of  the  honour  of  Halton,  by  the  eighth-part 
of  a  knight's  fee  j  and  the  other  half  of  Milling- 
ton he  held  of  the  honour  of  Halton,  in  foccag^, 
by  the  yearly  rent  of  two  Ihillings ;  poflibly  the 
yearly  rent  in  traft  of  tinie  might  be  continued  in 
lieu  of  the  Iriih  hobby  aforefaid. 

But  to  return.  Certain  it  is,  that  Aytrop  de 
Millington  (whom  I  take  to  be  the  fon  of  Hugh) 
married  Chriftian,  daughter  and  heir  of  Wrono 
de  Stretton  aforefaid,  about  the  reign  of  Henry  II. 
and  fo  he  came  to  be  poflcfled  of  all  Millington. 

This  town  gave  furname  to  the  family  of  the 
Millingtons,  feated  here  near  to  the  time  of  the 
Conqueror ;  a  very  ancient  family  of  gentlemen, 
and  continuing  at  this  day,  William  Millington  of 
Millington,  gentlem*in,  being  now  owner  thereof, 
1664. 

Charterers  in  Millington,  1666. 

I.  The  lord  Delamere of  Dunham-MafTe)-,  tv.o 
tenements,  bought  from  Millington.  2,  Venables 
of  Agden,  one  tenement,  in  poflcfllon  of  Hugh 
Gandy,  but  part  of  Candy's  tenement  lieth  in 
Agdcn  ;  that  parcel  lying  in  Millington  was  given 
by  Aytrop  de  Millington  to  the  priory  of  Norton, 
about  king  John's  time  j    afterwards,  about  the 

year 
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year  '1329,  Robert  deMiUington  bought  it  of 
Agnes,  daughter  of  William  de  la  Booths,  and 
fold  It  to  William  de  Afccton  (or  Agden),  from 
whom  ic  defcended  to  Vcnablcs  of  Agdcn.  3* 
Geffrey  Cartwright,  gentleman,  hath  the  Shaw« 
houfe  in  Millington,  which  Richard  Cartwright, 
his  father,  bought  of  Thomas  Shaw,  1646,  which 
land  was  formerly  John  Wilkinfon's,  and  Shftw 
came  to  it  by  marriage. 


MOBBERLEY. 

MOBBERLEY-CHURCH  was  dedicated  to 
St.  Wilfrid,  a  holy  archbilhop  of  York, 
who  died  on  the  4th  day  of  Oftobcr,  708  j  and 
Mobberley-wakes  were  formerly  celebrated  on  the 
I2th  day  of  Oftober,  though  at  this  day,  1666, 
thofe  dedication-feafts  are  not  fo  itridly  obfervod. 

Mr.  Mallory  of  Mobberley  is  now  patron  here- 
of-,  and  this  reftory  is  conceived  to  be  fully 
worth  120I.  a  year.  This  parilh  only  compre- 
hendeth  the  townfhip  of  Mobberley,  which  is  iL 
1 8s.  in  the  mize-book. 

I  find  that  one  Patrick  de  Mobberley  founded 
here  a  fmall  priory  of  regular  canons,  of  the  order 
of  St.  Auguftine,  in  honour  of  God,  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  St.  Wilfrid,  to  abide  and  dwell  for 
ever  in  the  church  of  Mobberley  •,  whereunto  he 
gave  all  that  half  of  the  church  of  Mobberley, 
with  its  appurtenances,  which  belonged  to  his 
grant ;  fo  as  the  parfons  of  the  other  half  of  the 
church  of  Mobberley,  which  was  not  of  his  grant, 
might  challenge  no  right  in  the  faid  tenements ; 
and  he  conftituted  one  Walter,  a  canon,  the  firft 
prior  thereof.  This  was  in  the  beginning  of  king 
John's  reign,  about  the  year  1 206. 

By  the  half  of  the  church  of  Mobberley  feems 

to 
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io  be  ircludfcd  f«CTe  the  h^'of  chc  inanor  cf  Mob- 
beriey ;  fior  :n  rhc  er.d  ot  r  jc  granc  is  liberty  g^voi 
ID  keep  courts  tnere,  as  ircc'-v  as  eve  rhc  laid  Pa- 
trick kept  the  fixr. 

But  not  Io?!g  after,  Pzcrick  wi$  coRve:«i  be- 
fwe  RKidk  Blundcvill,  carl  or  Chefter. 

I  fiippoii:  this  pricry  continued  not  long,  the 
faid  Patrick  having  no  further  eftate  in  the  naif  of 
Mobberlcy  t?un  only  fcr  his  life. 

The  advowfon  of  the  whole  church  wis  invefted 
in  th-i  heirs  cf  John,  Ion  of  Auguftine ;  which 
fliould  have  defccnded  to  John  I^cefter  of  Tab- 
ley,  by  the  fcttlciTient  of  Sir  Raufe  Mobberley  of 
Mobberlcy,  dated  in  :hc  year  1359,  had  not  the 
raid  John  Leyceiler  releafed  all  his  right  and  claim, 
as  well  in  the  faid  advowfon,  as  in  all  the  lands 
which  belonged  to  Sir  Raure  Mobberley,  unto 
John  Dumbill  of  Mobberl-y,  and  to  Cicely  his 
wife,  dated  at  Chefter  on  Tucfday  next  ai'ter  the 
fcaft  of  St.  Mark  the  Evangelift,  i  Richard  II. 

'378- 
From  Dumbill  it  came  to  Hulfe  -,  from  HuUe 

to  Troutback;    from  Troutback  to  Talbot  of 

Grafton,  whofe  pofterity  afterwards  came  to  be 

carls  of  Shrewlbury-,    and  at  laft,  in  our  days, 

Thomas  Mallory,  late  dean  of  Chefter,  and  par- 

fon  of  Mobbcrlcy,  bought  the  advowfon  hereof, 

in  whofe  pofterity  it  yet  remaineth,  1666. 

Parfons  of  Mobberley. 

Dominus  Laurcnlius  de  Cejirid^  1281  &  1285. 

Adam  Kelfall,  prefcnted  by  William  dc  Mob- 
bci'ly,  5th  June,  1299. 

John  dc  Mobberley,  by  the  rcfignation  of  Adam 
Kelfall,  1304,  prefcnted  by  William  Mobbcrlcy 
of  Mobbcrlcy. 

Richard 


/ 
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Richard  4e  Mobbcrlex,  ^ refented  by  William  ^e 
MooberIc]r,  his  father,  1306^  ji^E^v^rdi.  Thh 
llXchard  was  killed  by  of^  Richard,  foa  df  Richard 
cfe'Mobberley,  as  feems  by  an  apMal  brought;  by 
William  Mobberley,  fon  of  WiUikm  Mobberiey, 
lord  of  the  motecy  of  Mo^bprlcy,  for  the  death  of 
hh  brother,  14  £dwaid  th  ij^o. 

Henry  de  Henky^  ps€:(bycer,  1320,  piicienoe4 
by  William  MoW>crley.  ,i 

Robert,  fon  of  Robeflt  de  Huxley,  1327,  pocr 
fented  by  John  Ardeme,  Efq. 

Robert  dc  C^ven,  135U 

WiUiam  JeSefoa,  1359. 

John  3nin(buh>  13799  I  Ricl^ardlL 

John  Scolehall,  4  Henry  V. 

Roger  BoUon,  iSHowyVT.      - 

Hamon  Leycefter^  preiented  tit  Ju^e,  1460, 
which  wa$  in  the  lafl:  year  pf  tfeory^  VI.  This 
Hw)on  was  a  youn^r  fon  of  Jo|bn  l^ce£ker  m 
Tableyi  the  elder,  £fq.  He  feeins  to  have  becQ 
parfon  of  the  aaoiety  pf  Limnje  church,  which  he 
{^ifgned  1457- 

There  w^  extant  in  the  church  of  Mobberley^ 
the  ftSth  ^  January,,  1653,  in  tiie  npper  north- 
window  of  the  chancel;,  the  pidiure  of  a  man  kneeh 
ing,  and  the  coat  aniK>ur  of  Leycefter  of  Tabley, 
in  a  border-aiige&t  for  diftindion,  under  which  wa& 
>yrittcn  in  the  glai(a. 

Orate  pro  animd  nuigifiri  Htimcnis  Ley  \- 

— — -fenefttdfnfiirifecitjannoDom.  1492. 

Supply  the  deteA  thus  :~Pray  for  the  foul  of 
Mr.  Hamon  hcyeefier^  reffor  ef  this  church  who 
caufid  this  window  to  be  made,  in  the  year  1492. 
He  was  parfon  of  Mobberley  from  1460  to  1492;  ^ 
whole  father,  John  Leycefter  of  Tabley,  the  elder, 
was  fbn  and  heir,  of  WiUiam,  fon  and  heir  of  Jfohn, 
nephew  to  Sir  Rgufe  Mobberky  aUive-mentioned, 
the  laft  heir  of  that  family  of  the  Mobberleys. 

5  A  As 
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As  concerning  the  pvfons  of  Mobbcrley  o^thefc 

. '  \  laft  ^g<;s^ ,  I  find  ih .  th^  t*e^(ler-bodk  pf  jfi^d^ 

.     bcrley  ^KgircH  tficfc  .foll6>yihg ;'  which  r&aiftiEir 

bcginncth;  t)ut  in  the  year  1578.  *  '  ' 

"  1570;  John  GaMwall,  bachelor  of  arts,'  reaor 
of  Mobberley  church  full  twenty-four  years,  and 
of  Winwick,  in  Lancafliire,^  abbut  twenty  years. 
He  was  born  at  Burton  upon  Trent;  and  going 
into  that  country  to  fee  his  friends,  as  he  returned 
homewards  he  fell  fick  at  the  parfonage^ufe  of 
Clyfton-Convill,  in  Staffbrdfhire,  where  he  died 
the  lad  day  of  June,  and  was  buried  at  that  church 
the  firft  day  of  July,  In  the  'fifty-firft  ytfar  of  his 
age,  in  the  year  1595, 

Robert  Eaton,  mafter  of  tirts,  fucceeded  coi  the 
rcftory  of  Mobberley  church  in  the  year  1595. 
He  was  reftor  here  about  26  yeai*s,  and  d\td  at 
his  parfonage  of  Mobberley  the  fifth  day  of  July, 
in  tiie  year  1621,  and  was  buried  at  Gropenhale 
(whereof  he  was  alfo  rcftor)  on  Thurfday  the  13th 
of  July  following,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  s^, 
having  been  minifter  of  God's  word  51  years.' 

'  Thomas  Mallory,  dean  of  Cheftcr,  youngcft 
fon  of  Sir  William  Mallory  of  Stewdley,  in  Ybrk- 
fliire,  fucceeded  to  the  redtory  of  Mobberley  in  the 
year  1621.  He  was  parlbn  of  Davenham  in  Che- 
fhire  about  43  years,  and  of  Mobberley  about  23 
years.  In  November  1642  he  was  forced  (by 
reafon  of  the  rebellion  then  raifed  in  England)  to 
fly  from  Mobberley  to  Chefter,  where  he  lived  fe- 
queftered  from  bdtn  his  parfonagcs  of  Davenham 
and  Mobberley  until  the  3d  da(y  of  April,  1644, 
on  which  day,  being  Wednd'day,  he  died  at  the 
dean's  houfe  in  the  Palace-yard  at  Cheftcr,  and 
was  hluried  in  the  choir  of  the  cathedral-church  in 
that  city,  aged  about  78  years.  He  married  Eli- 
zabeth, 


J 
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.:^i^t|^y.  daughter  of  Ricliard  Vaughan^  biftiop  of. 
Qjhb^ei?,  wdbaj^^  .    .  ■    -^ 

^  Roger  Tovie,  curate  under  dean  MalloiY>  1622. 
Samuel  Carrington,  curate  of  Mobberlcy  under 
dean  Mallory  from  1623  to  i6ao,  or  more. 

r  ^Qeorge  JMJallory ,  curate  of  Mobberlcy  undf  r  his 
father,  1632,  -.,-',[•..'    .^     *  ,^     ,       ^  ,. 

.  £dw4rd  Wy^lcy^  m^r  cf  ar^  ypungclt;  bco- 
thpr  to  .?ir  J.olui  Wyrley  -gf  Hanipft^-hall,  ,ip 
Scaffb«^(liire^  knight,  fucceede4:4^^n  Mallory  in 
the.re&ory.pf  Mpbbo'l^,  i^frituced  ir^co'the  lapie 
Uy  John  Bridgemaxi,  biifao^  of  Che{);er,  the  eighth 
da)e  of  Ajpril,  1644. '  /Which  Edward  had  mar- 
ried ^  Mary  ^aUiory,  dafjghter  of  the .  faid  deap 
M^liory,  the  13th  of  September,  164.2. 

,Qut  tbi$: £dwai;d ^yrley. contmued  fequeftered 
hereof;  until  the  rjefto^tioa,  of  )dng<  Claries  IL  . 
2  iS6Q^ .  ;ind  then  be  procuii^cl  the  king's  grant, .  and 
wasj  diipenfed  with  by  ius  erace  the  archbljhop  of 
Canterbury,,  to  h^ld  with  hif  rectory  of  Moboerr 
ley  the  rejftory  of  Lpugl^ton,^  ^^^,  coyn^  of  Efr 
fcx^  alfo,  J  "    • 

In  the  time  of  the  late  war,  one  Robert  Bar- 
low,  clerk,  born  about  Allon  fuper  Merfey,  was 
poShtkd  of  Mobberiey  chijirch ;  who  married  Mary 
Shakerley,  cldcft  daughter  pf  Peter  Shakerley  of  . 
Shakerley^  in  Lancalhire^  and  of  Houlme,  in  AU 
loftock^  in  Chcfhire,  Efq.  married  at  Mobberlcy 
the  6ch  day  of  July,.  1652. 

James  Sunley^  youngeft  fqn  of  Sir  Thomas  Stan- 
ley of  Nether- Alderlcy,  baronet,  fuccccded  to  the 
re<5lory  of  Mobbcrley  in  the  year  1664,  by  the.re^ 
fienation  of  Edward  Wyrley  j  and  after  the  death  ■ 
of  Mr..  Samuel  Shipton,  parfon  of  Nether- Alder- 
ley,  the  fame  James  was  alio  .redtor  of  Nether- 
Alderley,  by  the  gift  of  his  father,  patron  pf  the 
cJiurch  of  Nether-AIderley. .  Parfon  Shipton  died 
1670.  This  Mr.  James  Stanley  was  mafter  of 
5  A  2  arts 
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arts  of  JefuB'Cdlege  in  Cambridge,  aadiitthried^^ 
Elizabeth  Byron,  an  inheritrix,  daughter  oF  John' 
Byron  of  Macclesfield.  * 

Thisr  townftip  of  Mobbef  ley.  Bigot  held  in  the- 
reign  of  the  Conqueror,  tinder  Hu^  i^npua^  ear) 
of  Chefter,  which  one  Dot  held  berare. 

Afterwards  if  came  to  Aidfotd  6f  Aldfordv  in 
Cheihire,  not  far  from  Chefter ;  and  about  «he 
reign  of  Richard  I.  Auguftine  de  Brethmete  was 
poflefled  of  one  moiety,  which  he  gave  to  his  bro- 
ther Fatnck  during  his  life  -,  which  moiety  was 
confirmed  to  John,  Ibn  atfd  heir  of  Aiteuftine,  by 
Sir  RicJiard  Aldfbrd,  and  alfo  by  Randle,  ear]  of 
Chefter,  fumamed  Blandevill,  about  the  veign  of 
kitig  J^dtin  i  whofe  pofterity  enjoyed  the  faid  moiety, 
untU  Sir  Rauft  Mobberiey  (having  no  hwful  iflue 
of  his  own)  eftated  all  his  lands,  by  chaplains  en- 
truibd;  according  to  the  manner  of  thofe  times, 
on  John  Leycefter  of  Tabley^,  his  nephew,  with 
the  advom^fim  of  the  church  of  Mobberiey  aHb, 
in  the  year  1359,  34  Edward  III. .  For  Sir  Haufe 
had  often  protefted,  that  he  would  not  have  his 
lands  mangled  among  his  fifters,  but  that  his 
nephew  John  Leycefter  (hould  have  them  wholly ; 
as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  Sir  John  Wink- 
field,  dated  at  London,  the  eleventh  day  of  Jimr, 
35  Edward  IIL  1361*. 

Afterwards,  upon  fon^c  compofition^  John  Ley- 
cefter rcleaftd  all  his  right  in  Mobberiey^  hndfc, 
and  in  the  advowfon  of  the  faid  church,  unto  John 
Dumbill  of  MoTiberlcy,  and  to  Cicely  his  ■wfife,  r 
Richard  IL  13;^ 8.  yet  fo  is  John  Dumbill  and 
Cicdy  ihould  Icttfe  fifteen  meflus^es,  316  acres  of 
land,  fixceen  acres  of  wood;  eight  acr^  of  mofs, 
the  ii>ird*part  of  a  water-mfll,  and  the  third-part 
of  all  the  waftes  in  Mobberiey,  unmeaftjred^to'be 
underftood  of  Mobberley's  moiety),  after  the  death 

of 


Le^eftti';  ^Dooti|Mi  lkMdM$(^icte  Ml  John  LcjFf* 
ceOtfi'i  laAkl  ^Ms  h^iM  fok-  eiretf;  Mhkfaby  chap-v^ 

cond{ti«iiMd>)fi -thi^  trg^t^micM  -of  i^jbhn  Lb^ceftBTy. 
or  the  r<ry<^rficm  «heMrf  ^bobghc  bf  Rkute>L<agruc 
cefter  i  fVerrA  whk-ti^R^M^  Ai«  defctrided  the  Ltfy^ 
cdte^s  of'  Ttift,  Whd  >d»  now  eitjof  «l»fc  tanclsv 
16^,  -^aboot^  oiMMbifd-^Mn  of  ^he  moietf  «(f  Mtfb^ 
bericfr-'"  •    '   .    ^     •  ;:'■•  ■•  •  -■>.' 

The  other  two  jtertis  of  this  rmttf  of  Mobbetvi 
ley^  which  John  Dumbill  had,  ddccnded  10  Sir 
Hugh-Hulfcy  in  marriage  .with. Margeiy,  .daughr 
ter  ind  heir  of-the  ftfd  John  i>umbiii-aflrf  Qkdf. 
And  afterwards  Margery,  daughter  and  heir  of 
Thom^  H«flfe,  mirl^d  Jbhd  l^routback,  EJSq. 
which  Margery  died  jg'Heiiry-VI.  arid  had  ifftie- 
William  Troiitback,  whofe  fon  Sir  Wi^Kam  ^yv« 
i  ng  without  ifTue,  Adaxh  Trout  back  (bitoiher  tof 
Sir  W  imam)  had  iflfue  Margaret.  iiaiilglHeifaikP 
heir,  married  to  John  Talbot,  lordof  Albrigb(Oif,l 
in  Shropfliire,  frbm  Whom  the  T*Ibot$.i>l^-GTftf-. 
ton,  in- WorceftcrlhifC,  whofe  pofteri*f^«fite-^4i^'^ 
came  to  be  carli  of  SHrfewlbuty;  ;  c  ...  i 

The  bther  moiety  6f  Mobberley  Sir  Johh  Ar- 
dcme  tjf  Aldford  granted  to  John  L^h  of  Bwths;- 
with  wardfhips,  and  freedom  from  a^pe#aneeat' 
hrs  court  of  Nethei^AWericy,  nmderingSl.  yearly 
for  his  life  -,  ind  after  the  death  of  John  liegh'^ 
then  to  remain  to  John  Legh,  fon  afid  heir  of^che^ 
other  John  Legh  tforefaid,  and  toMatfd,'  dauj^^T 
ter  of  the  faid  Sir  John  Arderne;  and  to  their *hcrf^'* 
for  ever,  rendering  a  rtft  at  Midfummer  for-M' 
fcrvice.    Arid  if  John  Lfc^,-  fon  of  John^'dk^^ 
before  he  married  Maud,  tlien  William^  brother' ' 
to  John  Ltgh,  fon  of  Johrtj  wAs  to^  marry ^heh 
The  deed  i;ras  mad^  abbot  1 303,  jt  £dward  !.•  - 

Richard 
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m^rkd  Maudt  daug^tcKlfund  kWFi^C  Jo[M%:^<^h»i 
ion  and  heir.of  SirJoliD  Legh.  by  'Maud  i^erjjwv 
wd  had  tiieicilmda  of  .hcogFandf^Ptber's,  lo wi^ 
tli»inoicty/o£ Mobberle]rv:i^tol'eiieirs  eiyoj[^  thfj . 
ffmCyytrlL  thcyribl(iio|it «ff9^.ti  of  thdr.tqii^niejM^ 
m4^obbcnidy  totlwirifinaoMtlMV^a  «w4  W^m;^. 
laainadv^iogtdier  withithci^m  iucfr^tavuiu 

^  were  ibwneriy  foJd.ou^  ofjthis  moiety^  Sir  J9hi^. 
llwcliffb^of  UrdritoUciQW-UDtft;^^  Xpbcrt  JHor, 
bertfon  of  Mobbcrley,    about  the  beginning  of 

.jA^guAiPC  de  Brctluncte^  eldp*  brother  ;p|:l^a. 
t^b^k  de  Mobberlcy,  g4ve,th9  half  of  Mqbbc^iqy 
to4^atrick.fflr  l\is  liJfc-  ! 

': John^.f<2p  aji^h^r.pf  Auguftine,  lord  of^  the 
iqpiety  ^^^^P^i^rley, .  lived  in  the  reign  .0|f  ^ing 

i^aufc  Mobjicflcy  gf^Mobbcrley^  lord  of,  the 
moiety  of  Mqbberley,  livefl  in  the  reign  qf  Henry 
III.  but  I  cannot  prove  bim  fon  of  John.     .     . 

Willi4m  MQbbcrli^y  pf  Mojt>jx;rk^  Ion  of  Raufe, 
was-  lord  of  thcrnoiety  of  Mobberley,  and  patron 
of  Mobbcrlcy  church.".'  He. bought  the  moiety  of 
Nqth^y:  Pcpycr.  iipoi  RiclyipJ  JlonftabLe,  in,.the 
y?jfr  i?8,|,:,':    i:,  ..:    !*    ..  ..  \'uij ,  ,':  ..  J 

-^^fThis  .William  has^ifluq  .Wil|iam  Mobberley ; 
JoJm  Mobber^^,-to  whoip  his.^ather  gave  All.his  . 
lan^^  in  IJiFtber.i'cpver  and  /t.attqn^  31  Kilwa,rd 
l.^ijoji  but  John  dying  without iffue,  .thole  laituls 
reverted  to  Willian)  his  bretjier.  Riclxard  IV(tob- 
berley,  anot^r  fon,  made  paribn  of  MQ|j3|berl'ey  )fy 
his  tathe.r,  .13064  .Alice,  ^,  daughtc-^J  .niarrie4 
William  dc  T^bley,  .lord  of  Ovcr-Tabley .  aijci 

Knutsford  ; 
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^  TttisTWUliftiiidkdlilxAjrtbe'be^ 

-'>'WfUiam  Mdblierl«y  of-Mbbberky;  iba  and  farflr 
of  William,  married  Mat>dj  daughtet^^iAd  heirtif 
'R<3fb»t  DoWnes^  Ch^rieyjuxta  Wcrfbtd ;  un«b 
^hich'ftobertV'  Edmund  Fkcoii-  gaveiailliit  hItA 
4h  CI)iot4eyj  iiy  frel^'imarriage  With 'Margerys  his 
(ificf/-  -  '^  •  ■''**^  -•  •''  ;  *  ^j^-"  ••  *'*■••  ■'»■"■  "'-^ 
t  This 'William'  was  "(heriff  of i  Ghdhiw^i^  f  3.  Blii 
ward4Iv  iji^^  ahd^iad  ifitte  Raufe  Mdbberitr; 
Cicdy  ttiarried  John  Dtimbill  of  Mobberley,'  Uii 
and  heir  of  John  Dumbill  of  Oxtbn,  lin  Wirral) 
Eli^Sabeth  illarri^  Sir  Hugh  Venables  of  Kindori- 
ton  ;  Margery  married  Richard  Bold  of  Bold;  in 
Lancaihire ;  Emme  married  Robert  Grofvenoraf 
Hulmfe.  'in  Allofboek;-  whopHrchafed'tbe  moiecj 
of  Nether^Peover  fronl  this  William  *  de  Mobbcr- 
ley;  Mary,  another  daughter,  married  Nichdatf 
Lcyccftcr,  fon  and  heir  of  Roger  Leycefter  of 
Tabley;  Joan  married'  William  A thtirtoit  of 
Achurton,  in  Lancaihire ;  Ellen  married  Richard 
Bromhale  of  Bromhale,  in  Chelhirc;  and- Agnes 
Acveir'married,  ' 

•  This  William  fcaled  ufually  with  his  coat  of 
arms,  to  wit,  /ar^  cbcverons^  and  in  a  cnnton  a  irofs 
croflet  fitchee. 

He  died  i  .Edward  III.  1327.  Mnnd-  his 
widow  afterwards  married  John  Dumbill,  fcnior. 

Sir  Raiife  Mobberlcy  of  Mobberley,  knight, 
fon  and  heir  of  William,  was  ward  to  Sir  John 
Ardcrne  of  AldforcJ,  3  Edward  III.  who  gave  the 
marriage -of  this  Raufe  unto  John  Pulford  of  Piil- 
ford,vfcja(pf  Sir  Robert  Pulford,  "^^^9- 

Thisffiir "Raufe  married  Vincentia,  daughcc-r  cf 
John;fiulftrd,  and  died  in  France,  35  Kclw.  llf. 
X361,  without  any  lawful  iffue  of  his  body. 

Sir  R%iife  had  by  Alice  Rode  (his  concubine)  a 

daughter, 
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Toft,  younger  brother  «^iiNgb  Toft  o(tVrf%  to 
whom  Sir  Kaufe  Mobberley  gave  his  ip0^{)r.,ifi 
Plumlejr,  1257.  Aftcnvar4i  Mfirg^r^c -nvuried 
Hugh  Chadoton^  living  1^60. 

Thefe  lands  in  Plumley  ikfcf  ndod  to  ^  ;tWP 
daughters  and  co-heirs  of  M^HE^t,  by  Thoinaa 
Toft;  to  wit^  EUeo,  wha  nwried  J[ohn  ^od^ 
of  Piumley ;  and  Sybill,  who  married  Thom^^ 
HiidlingCM  of  the  Henrnt^,  n^r  Holrptf^tCh;^. 

John  Bodon,  fon  of  John  Bod^n  atoreli^id,.  ^Id 
his  moiety  of  thefe  lands  in  iPinmley  hq  John  iiey^ 
ccftcr  of  Tabley,  the  eWer,  Efq/  25  Hwry  VL 
2446,  whofe  heirs  enjoy  th^  fame  » this  day,  |666. 

The  other  moiety  of  thofe  laods  in  Plumky 
defcended  unto  CkdVt  daughner  and  heir  of  SybiU 
#ibrefaid ;  which  Cicely  married  Hi%h  Winnjngi^ 
tonof  Northwich,  1444^  aod  ever  fince  continued  to 
the  Winningtons  of  the  Hermitsgp,  until  Mr^Brad* 
ibaw  of  Marple,  in  Chefhire,  bought  thofe  lands 
from  Winnington,  in  the  retgn  of  King  Charles  I. 
Thomas  Buckley  of  Flumky  beiog  nQw.icmot 
thereof,  1666. 

The  fifters  of  Sir  Raufe  Mobberley  ihared  thei« 
mother's  lands  in  Chorky,  but  Emmc  Grpfvenor 
purchased  moft  of  the  other  fillers  parts. 

The  end  of  the  line  of  Mghbirley  of  Mobherlg^ 

The  manor-houfe  of  Mobberley  of  Mobberley, 
and  which  at  luft  came  to  the  TalDou  of  Grafccm 
in  Worccfterihire,  ftoodclofe  by  Mobberley-church, 
where  now,  1672,  thehoufeofMr.  Mallory  of  Mob- 
berley ftandeth :  But  the  ancient  fabricky  wliich 
was  more  fpacious,  and  very  ruinous,  wflifiotlong 
fince  taken  down  :  Which  old  houle,  HkKtht  de- 
mefne  thereof,  together  with  the  ad  vowlbfl  of  Mob- 
I^crley  church,  and  Mobberley  mill>  was  liought  by 

Andrew 
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Ahdi^Ciu^ingtonof  M<iMberl<7i  ge&tlemanifftmi 
George  Talbot  of  Graff  on»  ]^iq.  abpvit  14  Jac<M. 
-Part  of  which  dcm^n?  F*  fold  fooit  after  by  Caiw 
ririgtoh  to  Robert  Robinfon  of  Mbbberley»  gen€«  / 

The  advowfon  of  the  church  was  fold  by  An- 
•  drew  Carrington  ^forefsudi  and  John  his  fon  and 
heir,  unto  Thomas  Malloiy^  d^n  of  Chefter*  by 
deed  dated  the  eleventh  day  of  October)  17  Jacobs 
.1619,  ^hofe  heir,  Thomas  M^lkny,  now  under 
age,  is  patron  of.  ^4obberley-churcI^  1672.  Son 
of  Thonlas,  foil  of  Richard  Mallory^  ion  and  heir 
of  dean  Mallory.  aforefaid; 

.  The  ihanor-houfe  aforefiiid^  with  what,  reffiaidcd 
of  .the  demefne  unboqght  by  Mr.  Robinfon^  was 
fold  hy  Andrew  Carrington  aforefiud^  and  John 
hisfon  and  heir^  unto  dean  JMaj^ory,  anno  262^. 

Dean  Mallory  alfo  purchafed  the  royalty  of  Tal- 
bot's part  of  Mobberltfy  frpno  John  Talbot  earl  of 
Shrcwfbury,  dated  the  twenripth  day  of  March^.7 
Charles*!.  1631.  :  I 

The  mill  Carrington  fold  to  Legh  of  Booths. 

There  is  engraven  on  the  (tone,  under  the  ledge 
.  or  border,  on  the  weft-end  of  Mobberley  tfteeplCy 
knd  on  the  fouth-weft  corner^  as  foUowrth: 

ORATE  PRO  BONO  SfATU  DOMtNI  JO- 
HANNIS  TALBOT  MILlfIS,  ET  DOML 
NjE  M ARG ARET-ffi;  UXORIS  SUjE. 

And  then  beginning  again  juft  over  the  faid 
border,  in  the  very  torner  of  the  fteeple  aforefhid, 

PATRONS  ECCLESIJS. 

A^d'^pafling  along  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
ftcepl^-^: 

ANfro  '60Mrm  miles imo  suingentesl 

MO  ^RICESIMO    TERTIO.      RICHARD 
VLAT  MASTER-MASON. 

S  B  Over 
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Over  which,  on  the  faid  fouth  fide,  above,  neatr 
to  the  little  window  under  the  bells,  is  RatcUffs 
coat  of  arms,  quartered  with  another  coat,  engra- 
ven on  a  ftone. 

So  that  Mobberky-fterolc  feems  to  have  been 
built  with  free-ftone,  and  the  church  repaired,  flnnx> 
IJ533,  24  Henry  VIII. 
The  names  of  all  fuch  perfons  who  now  ftand  pof- 

fefled  of  any  freehold  lands  of  inheritance   in 

Mobberley,  anno  Dam.  1671. 

I  •  Raufe  Leycefter,  of  Toft,  Efq.  lord  of  a  third 
part  of  one  moiety  of  Mobberley.  This  canne  ori- 
ginally to  his  anceftor  (aS'  is  before  declared),  2 
Richard  11.  1379.  And  he  hath  at  this  day  ade- 
mefne-houfe  there,  rebuilt  this  year,  1672,  and  alfo 
fixteen  tcnen^nts,  and  twelve  cottages  in  leafe  to 
his  tenants. 

2.  The  other  two  third  parts  of  this  moiety, 
together  with  the  advovrfon  of  Mobberley-church, 
lately  belonged  to  the  Talbots  of  Grafton,  in 
Worcefterlhire,  whofe  pofterity  afterwards  came 
to  be  earls  of  Shrewlbury  •,  and  were  lately  fold 
away  by  Talbot  to  his  tenants  here  in  Mobberley^ 
in  the  reign  of  king  James. 
Talbot's  lands  as  they  now  ftand  poffeffed,  1672,  or, 
.  more  briefly,  the  freeholders  of  Mobberley  in 

Talbot's  part,  fince  their  feveral  purchafcs  from 

Talbot,  as  they  now  ftand,  1672': 

Edward  Alcock;  Charles  Bradbury,  of  the 
Wood-end  •,  Randle  Barlow  •,  Robert  Barlow,  late 
Griffin's  houfe  -,  Thomas  Booth  -,  Hugh  Brooke, 
late  Wilkinlbn's -,  John  Hough  ;  William  Barnes ; 
John  Davenport,  for  Moffe's  houfe  by  the  mill : 
A  fmall  cottage ;  Richard  StrethuU's  cottage,  for- 
merly Hoblbn's  houfe  by  the  mill  j  Hugh  Stret- 
huU,  of  Brown-edge ;  James  Stewart,  of  Brown- 
edge,  fchoolmafter  -,  Raufe  Wrenftiaw,  of  Brown- 
edge  j    Francis   Newton,    of  KnowUgreen^  late 

John 
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John  Baggiley ;  Hugh  StrethuU,  of  Salterlcy,  in 
Mobberlcy;  Edward  Davenport;  Roger  Sym- 
cock,  lace  Stretche's  houfe ;  Hugh  Strethull,  of 
Reylcy-Wood ;  Richard  Wright,  part  of  Worfc- 
ley's  tenement;  John  Hawkinfon,  late. Bolton's 
tenement ;  John  Hcwet ;  John  O^es ;  Richard 
Parker,  late  Edward  Hewet's  ;  Roger  Worthing. 
ton^  of  Hield-Mill,  in  Mobberl^,.and  alfo  for 
Hill- houfe;  John  Surges,  of  Wood-end;  Sufan 
Grange,  widow;  Henry  Stewart  and  John  Flet- 
cher, formerly  Berry's  tenement, 

John  Holland,  of  the  Dam-head  in  Mobberley. 
George  Talbot  of  Grafton,  Efq.  fold  the  tenement 
of  John  Strcttle,  of  the  Daiti-headj  to  one. Ferine 
of  Manche{ler<»  i  June,  14  Jacobi.  Ferine  mort- 
gaged it  to  Francis  Weil  of  London^  x6  Auguflr, 
14  Jacobi.  Weft  and  Ferine  after  joined  in  the 
faleof  it  to  William  Holland,  1650. 

Feter  Bredbury,  of  Lea-houfe;  William  Nut- 
hall,  now  Richard  Yarwood. 

Widow  Tipping,  of  Bowdon,  hath  a  tenement 
in  .Mobberley,  now  in  poiTeifioh  of  Richard 
Cragg,  of  Baggiley-green,  m  Mobberlcy, 

Peter  Legh  of  Booths,  Efq,  hath  Mobberley- 
mill,  and  three  tenements,  now  in  pofTeffion  of 
I.oundes,  Barrow,  and  Symcock;  and  alfo  Graifty'^ 
cottage  ;  thefe  were  anciently  Talbots. 

The  heir  of  Nathaniel  Robinfon,  gent,  hath  part 
of  the  demefne  which  belonged  to  theold  Mob- 
berley-houfe,  formerly  belonging  to  Talbot*       * 

Thomas  Mallory  of  Mobberley,  gentlemaKi,  now 
under  age.  This  was  the  old  Mobberley-houfe.. 
And  he  hath  alfo  the  royalty  of  all  the  Talbot^s 
part  of  Mobberley,  and  die  advowlbn  of  the 
church. 

3.  The  other  moiety  of  Mobberley,  lately  be- 
longing to  the  Ratcliffes  of  Ordlall,  in  Lancafhtre, 
near  Manchefter,  was  fold  away  by  Sir  John  Rat- 
5  B  2      '  clifFe, 
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cliffe,  about  thejtieginning  of  king  Jamcs*s  feign 
over  England,  to  his  tenants  there. 

The  names  of  the  freeholders  in  Ratcliffe's  part, 
fince  the  fevcral  purchafes  from  Ratcliffei  as 
they  now  ftand,  1672. 

The  heir  of  Nathaniel  Robinfon,  late  of  Mob- 
berlejr,  gentleman,  hath  now  feven  melfuages  and 
deven  cottages  in  Mobberley,  befides  a  demefne- 
houfe  here,  built  iirftbv  Robert  Robinlon,  about 
jl6i2,  who  purchafed  thefc  .lands  by  the  name  of 
Robert  Robmibn,  of  Manchefter,  clothier,  tVom 
Sir  John  Radcliffe  of  Ordfall,  knight ;  together 
with  the  royalty  of  ^1  Ratcliffe's  lands  in  Mob- 
^crlcyt  fornjerly  fold  by  Ratcliffe  to  his  tenants 
here;  and  all  the  old  rents  referved  to  Ratcliffe, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  23I.  yearly,  or  there- 
abouts: by  deed  dated  the  i9thot  April,  4  James, 
1606,  for  which  he  paid  1530L  purchale  money. 
Kandle  Blacklhaw.     This  was  bought  from  Sir 
John  Ratclifie  of  Ordfall,  by  deed  dated  the  eighth 
day  of  Auguil,  1611,  and  isfaid  to  be  the  ancient 
demefne  houfe  of  Mobberley,  which  did  belong  to 
Ratcliffe.     Peter  Legh  of  Booths,  Efq.  hath  three 
^tenements  in  Ratclifie's  part,  now  in  tenure  of 
George  Leycefter,  Cookfon,  and  the  Fox-houfe. 
Jciin  Gleavc  of  High-Legh,  owner  of  Holden  ClifF- 
houfe,  in  Mobberley.  Rc^r  Symcock,  Humphrey 
Cherry,  William Cbppock,  and  Raufe  Shaw,  lately 
•purcmifed  from  Mrs,  Martha  Hurlefton,  formerly 
Oldfield's-lands.  Richard  Parker,  for  Mcre-houfe, 
fold  away  by  Mr.  Robinfon.     Richard  Yarwood, 
for  Bowers.     John  Anfon -,  fold  by  Mr.  Robinfon. 
Richard  Seddall  of  Wood-end.     Richard  Bruch  •, 
formerly  Duncalf  s.     Thomas  Hield  of  the  Broad- 
oak,  Mobberley.     John  StrethuU  -,  late  Batefon's- 
houfe.     Roger  Hcwit  of  Pavement-lane.     Henry 

Haffelhurft. 
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Haflelhurft.  Richard  Rowlififon  of  Roanes,  pro 
Fox-houfe,  William  Hobfofl.  George  Stubs. 
John  Symcock  of  the  Dub'd-hedgp.  Daniel  Yar- 
wood ;  formerly  Oldrinlhaw's.  Humphrey  Lea, 
John  Baggiley  of  the  Mofs-fidc.  Widow  Strctr 
hull  of  the  Town-lane,  John  Holland  of  Dam- 
head  hath  certain  parcels  of  land  in  RatclifFe^s 
part,  fold  away  by  Mr,  Robinfon,  1639.  Urme 
{tone's  lands  in  Mobberky^  bought  for  pious  ufes. 
Thomas  Whitchcot;  late  J6bn  Radfora's.  Peter 
Bradbury  o(  Brook-bank^  a  cottage.  llpbq'C 
Rk^ews^y,  a  cottage, 

MoR£« 

THIS  town  of  More  is  of  the  fee  of  Halton. 
Roger  Lacy,  conftable  of  Chefhire  and  baron 
of  Halton,  had  a  brother  called  Richard,  to  whom 
he  gave  the  town  of  More  ^  and  afterwards  the 
faid  Richard  became  leprous,  and  was  buried  in 
the  chapter-houfe  of  the  canons  of  Norton. 

This  was  about  the  reign  of  king  Richard  I. 

The  name  of  More  fignifieth  a  more  barren 
ground  than  marfhes  be  \  a  miry  and  moorilh  foil, 
yet  fervcth  not  to  gpt  turf  thereon. 

The  inhabitants  of  More  and  Runcorn  were 
formerley  copy-holders  to  the  barons  of  Halton  ; 
but  have  lately  bought  out  their  own  land,  to  hold 
in  fee-farm,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  of  the 
manor  of  Enfield,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex ; 
the  king's  grant  bearing  date  the  9th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 4  Charles  I.  1628,  faveonly  thefe  perfons 
following,  who  now  are,  and  their  anceftors  anci- 
ently before  them  were,  freeholders  in  the  manor 
of  More,  and  not  fee-farmers,  as  foUowcth :. 

Free- 
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Freeholders  or  Charterers  in  More,  1666.  * 

I.  Henry  Porter,  of  More:  This  hath  conti- 
nued in  the  name  of  Porter  fincc  Edward'  'the 
Fourth:  This  freehold  before  belonged  to  one 
Peter  Arderne,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  as  by 
the  deed  now  in  pofleflion  of  this  Henry  Porter 
appeareth.  2.  Sir  Richard  Brooke  of  Norton^ 
baronet,  hath  now  about  twenty  Chefhire- acres  of 
free  land  in  More,  as  late  belonged  to  the  priory 
of  Norton  ;  and  alfo  about  fix  acres  more  of  free* 
bold  land  adjoining,  lately  bought  from  Croifby 
of  Over- Whitley.  3.  Robert  Pickering  of  Thel- 
wall,  Efq.  couniellor  at  kw,  hath  one  Janion's 
houfe.  Richard  Rutter  hath  alfo  other  freehold 
land*  Richard  Dutton  of  Mofs-End,  the  other 
freehold  land.  Thefe  three  laft  were  purchafed 
from  Brooke  of  Norton;  and  Brooke  bought  them 
of  Harper  of  Newton.  4.  Widow  Harper  batli 
now  alfo  certain  freehold  land  in  More. 

Newton  juxta  Daresbury. 

THIS  town,  according  to  its  name,  is  not  of  lb 
great  antiquity ;  for  I  find  it  granted  by  par- 
rels, and  enclofures,  and  clofes,  fome  in  Henry 
the  Third's  time,  fome  luider  Edward  the  Firft, 
and  Ibme  in  the  rtigfi  of  Edward  die  Second,  by 
the  anceitors  of  Warburton  of  Arlcy,  before  they 
liad  iclinquilhed  their  proper  furname  of  Dutton  •, 
who  were  lords  thereof  from  king  John's  time  un- 
to this  prelent,  1666. 

The  Charterers  now  in. Newton. 

I.  The  lord  vifcount  Kilmorey, of  Shenton,  in 

Sliroplhire,  liath  the  lands  called  Hallum-lands  ; 

which  place  of  Hailum  gave  name  to  the  family 

of  the  Hallums,  who  were  formerly  featcd  here. 

Thel'c 
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Thefe  lands  were  by  parcelis  granted  to  the  Hal- 
lums  by  the  anceftors  of  Warburton ;  and  the  fa^ 
mily  of  thefe  Hallums  continued  from  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  Third  to  Edward  the  Fourth :  And 
in  their  feals  of  their  toats  of  arms  (fiindry  where* 
of  I  have  fcen)  was  the  impreflion  of — Acrcfs^en-- 
graHed^fet  down  the  middle  tberfofwiJh  ermins.   An4 
in  II  Edward  IV.  147 1,  Thomas  Chickford  and 
lUizabeth  his  wife  (daughter  and  heir  of  Robert 
deHallum,  fon  andheir  of  William  de  Hallunr) 
ibid,  the  ouuior  of  Hallum  to  Sir  John  Njedhaov 
fometime  judge  of  Chefter,  who  fettled  the:  iamt- 
upon  Robert  Nedham  his  younger  brother ;  who$: 
line  failing  at  laft  for  want  o£  heirs  male,  it ,  de* 
foended  to  Robert  Nedliam  of  Shenton  Efq.  ax 
Eliz.  from  whom  the  lordKilmorey,  now  owner  of 
Hailum,  1666.     I  fpeak  here  out  of  the  lord  Kil- 
morey's  evidences.     2.  Ralph  Starky  of  Morth- 
wait^  in  Newton,  lawyer,  whofe  anceftor  ThcMnas 
Starky  married  Agnes,  lifter  and  heir  of  Thomas 
Harper,    and  daughter  of   Richard  Harper,  of 
Newton,  32  Henry.VI.     3.  Grimfdich.of  Grimf- 
dich  in  Nether- Whitley,  hath  alfo  lands  in  New- 
con,  which  Thomas  Grimfdich  (then  of  HalJum 
by  leafe)  bought  of  John  Daniell  of  Darefbury, 
1 2  Henry  VIII,  and  which  lands  John  Daniell,  an- 
ceftor  of  the  faid  John,  had  in  marriage  witli  Jo- 
net,  daughter  arid  heir  of  Thomas  Hallum  of  New- 
ton, I  Henry  VI.  .  4.  Robert  Venables  of  An- 
trobus,  in  the  lordfhip  of  Over-Whitley,  hath 
lands  in  Newton.     5.  John  Starky  of  Newton. 


Norton. 

THIS  townlhip  of  Norton  was  given*  by  Wil- 
liam, conftable  of  Chefliire,  the  younger  fon 
of  William.  Fitz-Nigell,  unto  the  canons  ot  Run- 
corn, 
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corn^  in  exchange  for  lands  in  Runcorn ;  and  fo  he 
removed  the  canons  of  Runcorn  to  Norton,  about 
the  reign  of  king  Stephen. 

William  Ficz-Nigell  founded  a  religious  houfe 
of  canons  regular  at  Runcorn,  in  the  year  1133. 
And  afterwards  William  conilable  ot  Chefhicc, 
the  younger,  removed  them  from  Runcorn  to 
Norton. 

After  the  diflblution  of  abbeys  in  England  by 
Henry  the  Eighth,  Richard  Brooloes,  £fq.  purchafiKl 
from  the  king  the  manor  of  Norton,  with  its  mem- 
bers and  appurtenances,  to  wit,  Norton,  Stock- 
ham,  Adon-Grange,  and  Afton-GrangeinCheihire, 
and  Cuerdly  in  Lancaihire,  with  other  lands.  The 
charter  is  dated  37  Henry  VIII.  1545.  whofe  heir 
now^tJnjoyeth  thefc  lands,  1666. 

There  is  a  certain  hamlet  or  place  called  Endley, 
now  belonging  to  the  townfliip  of  Norton,  and 
enjoyed  as  a  part  and  parcel  ot  the  fame,  which 
William  Fitz-NigcU,  baron  of  Halton,  held  as  a 
diftinft  thing  by  itfelf  in  the  Conqueror's  time,  as 
appears  by  Domefday-book.  This  afterwards 
came  to  Afton  of  Afton  j  for  Richard  Afton  of 
Afton,  fon  of  Gilbert,  gave  to  God,  and  St.  Mary, 
and  to  Randle,  prior  of  Norton,  all  his  land  of 
Hendeley,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  about  king 
John's  reign. 

Here  was  anciently  a  church  belonging  to  this 
priory,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  •,  but  this  church  of 
Norton  was  pulled  down  after  the  diflblution  of 
the  abbeys. 

The  place  of  this  priory  is  now  the  feat  of  Brooke 
of  Norton,  who  enjoyeth  the  whole  town  of  Nor- 
ton entirely  by  himfclf  and  his  leflfees,  wherein  is 
no  charterer  at  all. 

The  Defcent  of  Brooke  of  Norton. 
This  family  is  dcfcended  from  the  Brookes  of 

Leighton 
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Leighton  in  Nantwich  hundred  y  of  which  family 
I  find  one  Adam  Dominus  deLeighton^^  Henrico 
TertiOy  whofe  fon  was  ftyled  William  de  la  BrooIcC: 
de  Leighton,  and  his  fon  Richard  ftyled  Ricardus 
de  DoitOy  in  an  old  deed,  5  Edward  I.  that  is.  Of  the 
Brook ;  for  doet^  in  French,  is  a  brook  in  Englilh; 
and  under  the  faid  manor-houfe  in  Leighton  a 
brook  runneth,  from  whence  their  pofterity  aflumed 
the  furname  del  Brooke. 

Thomas  Brooke  of  Leighton,  gent,  the  laft  of 
that  family  in  the  diredt  line,  died  about  1652,  ve- 
ry old,  having  ilTue  four  daughters  ;  but  he  fold 
the  reverfion  of  his  lands  to  the  lady  Mary  ChoU 
mondeley,  6  James,  1608,  which  afterwards  came 
to  Francis  Cholmondeley,  third  fon  of  Thomas 
Cholmondeley  of  Vale-Royal,  Efq.  who  now  en- 
joyeth  the  fame,  1666,  for  his  life. 

I .  Richard  Brooke  of  Norton,  Efq.  younger  foa 
of  Thomas  Brooke  of  Leighton,  in  Nantwich  hun- 
dred, purchaled  the  manor  of  Norton,  with  its 
members,  from  the  king,  in  the  year  1545,  37 
Henry  VIII. 

He  married  Chriftian  daughter  of  John  Carew 
of  Haccomb  in  Devonfhire,  and  had  iffue  Tho- 
mas Brooke;  Chriftian  married  Richard  Grofvenor 
of  Eaton,  in  Chefliire,  Efq.  and  Martha  married 
Hugh  Starky  of  Moore,  younger  fon  of  Starky 
of  Darley. 

This  Richard  died  1 1  Elizabeth,  1569,  Chrifti- 
an his  widow  afterwards  married  Richard  Done. 
This  Richard  Brooke  was  IherifF,  1563,  5  Eliz. 
2.  Thomas  Brooke  of  Norton,  Efq.  fon  and  heir 
of  Richard,  had  three  wives. 

The  firft  was  Anne  daughter  of  Henry  lord 
Audley,  by  whom  he  had  iffue  Richard  Brooke,  fon 
and  heir  j  George,  drowned  in  Warrington  river  j 
Chriftian  married  Richard  Starky  of  Stretton,  in 
Chefliire,  Efq.  Elinour  married  John  Brooke  of 
.  5  C  Black- 
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Blacklands,  in  Sta£brdfl:ire ;  and  Margaret  mar- 
ried oneWarburton. 

His  Itcond  wife  was  Elizabeth  Hflcr  of  Thomai 
Mcrbury  of  Mtrbury  near  Comberbach,  Eftj.  by 
whom  he   had  ifiue  William  Brooke,    Thomas 

Brooke,and Valentine  Brcokcj  alfo Townfend 

married  Thomas  Lcgh  de  Eaft-hall,  in  High-Legh, 
Elq.  Elizabeth  married  George  Spurftow,  of  Spur- 
ftow,  in  Chefhire,  Efq.  Dorothy  married  William 
Baraefton,  ofChurtonin  Chefhircj  Frances  mar- 
ried  George  Legh  of  Barton,  in  Lancafhire,  Efq. 
Anne  married  Richard  Merbury  of  Walton,  in 
Cheihire ;  and  Clare,  wife  of  Theophilus  Legh  of 
Grange,  in  the  Field  in  Lancalhire. 

His  third  wife  was  Elinour  Gerard,  by  whom 
he  had  iffue  Andrew,  who  died  young,  and  Peter 
Brooke,  who  purchafed  the  manor  of  Mere,  near 
Over-Tabley,  1652,  and  was  knighted  1660  :  Al- 
fo Alice,  a  daughter,  married  Thomas  Birch  of 
Birch,  in  Lancalhire ;  Elinour  married  William 
Afhton  reftor  of  Middleton,  in  Lancalhire,  and 
younger  fon  of  Alhton  of  Middleton  ;  which  Wil- 
liam purchafed  the  lands  of  Booth  of  CogfliuU,  in 
Chefliire,  juxta  Ovcr-Whitley ;  Elinour  was  wi- 
dow, 1660,  and  Rachel,  wife  of  Henry  Slater  of 
Light-Okes,  in  Bedford,  in  Lancalhire,  after- 
wards Sir  Henry  Slater. 

This  Tliomas  Brooke  of  Norton  was  twice  fhe- 
riffof  Chefhirc,  1578,  and  1592,  and  died  in  the 
year  i6.»2. 

3,  Sir  Ricliard  Brooke  of  Norton,  knight,  fon 
and  heir  of  Hiomas,  was  knighted  in  Ireland,  and 
married  Jane,  diuighter  and  heir  of  William  Cha- 
derton,  bifliop  of  Chefter,  by  wliom  he  had  a 
daughter,  married  to  one  Jofeline  of  Cambridge- 
fhire,  v/ho  had  all  her  mothers  lands:  but  through 
fome  diflike  after  marriage,  Sir  Richard  and  Jane 
bis  wife  lived  afundcr. 

A  fterwards 
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Afterwards  Sir  Richard  married  to  his  fecond 
wife  Catherine  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Nevill  of 
BHlingfbere,  in  Bcrkfhire,  by  whom  he  had  iffue 
Henry  Brooke,  fonand  heir  -,  Thomas  Brooke,  fe- 
cond fon,  who  married  Jane  daughter  of  Richard 
Woodfin  of  Sutton,  near  Frodfliam,  tenant  to  War- 
burton  of  Arlcy,.  by  whom  he  had  iflue  Richard 
Brooke,  and  Catherine   a  daughter,  both  livingf 
1666.     Richard  Brooke,   third  fon  of  RichardjL 
profeflbr    of   phyfic,    died    at  Boughton,    near 
Chefter,  in  the  year,  x66y.     George  fourth  fon  |, 
and   John,   fiftl>  fon :    Mary  married    Thomas 
Merbury,  half-brotlier  and  afterwards,  heir  to  WiL, 
liam  Merbury  of  Merbury,  near  Comberbach, 
Efq.  Anne  married  Edward  Hyde  of  Norbury^. 
juxta  Pointon,  Efq,  Dorothy  married  Lawrence 
Hyde,  younger  brother  of  the  faid  Edward. 

Sir  Richard  Brooke  died  in  the  year  16^2,       .  , 

4.  Henry  Brooke  of  Norton,  fon  and  heir  of  Sir 
Richard,  was  created  a  baronet,  1662,  He  mar- 
ried M^ry  daughter  of  Timothy  Pufey  of  Not-> 
tinghamfhire,  by  whom  he  had  iflue  Richard,  foa 
and  Iieir  •,  Henry,  fecond  fon,  married  Mary  daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  Phillip  Prichard  of  Boftock-Green, 
in  Davenham  parifh  5  and  Pufey  Brooke,  third  fon, 
all  living,  1666. 

This  Henry  Brook  was  faeriff  four  years  toge- 
ther, beginning  1644,  appointed  by  the  parlia- 
ment without  the  king,  in  the  time  of  the  late  re-^ 
bellion  :  Richard  GroiVenor  of  Eaton-boat,  Efq. 
(fon  and  heir  to  Sir  Richard  Grofvenor  of  Eaton, 
bart.  then  dfo  living)  being  made  Iheriff  by  the 
king  the  fame  year,  1 644.  The  other  being  extra- 
judicial, againlt  the  law  and  prerogative  of  the 
king. 

Sir  Henry  Brooke,  bart.  died  in  the  year,  1664- 

5.  Sir  Richard  Brooke  of  Norton,  bart.  fon  and 
heir  of  Sir  Henry,  married  Francifca-Pofthunia 

5  C  2  ;^fo 
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(lb  caUed,  becaufe  ihe  was  born  after  the  death  of 
her  father)  fitter  to  Richard  Legh  of  Lyme,  in, 
Chcfhirc,  Efq.  and  had  iflue. 

This  Sir  Richard  was  IherifFof  Cheftiire,  1667. 

Ollerton- 

Pr  therei^  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Hanion^ 
baron  ot  Dunham-Maffey,  held  one  -moiety  of 
Ollerton  ;  and  Ranulphus,  the  fuppof<id  anceftor 
of'  the  Manwarings,  hcjd  the  other  moiety. 
.*  This  townlhip  was  afterwards  fcattered  into  fe- 
^ral  parcels ;  but  Sir  Richard  Mafly  of  Tatton 
Wj^  purchafe  got  into  his  hands  moft  part  of  this 
rownlhip,  and  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Ollerton 
lA  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,  as  may  appear 
by  thefe  following  notes,  extrafted  out  of  the  earl 
of  Bridgcwater*s  deeds,  1667,  by  John  Halfey  of 
Lincoln's-Inn,  Efq. 

'  Nicholas  lord  Audley  gave  all  his  lands  in  Ol- 
lerton and  Tatton  to  Richard  Mafly,  and  Ifabcl  his 
wife,'  about  1286. 

-  Richard  Dunne  of  Ollerton,  gave  certain  lands 
in  Ollerton,  and  two  parts  of  a  mill,  with  the  pool, 
in  exchange  with  Sir  Richard  MafTy,  for  other 
lands  in  that  townfliip. 

Robert  Mafly  of  Sale,  gave  to  Robert  Maflfy  of 
Tatton,  lands  in  Ollerton,  in  exchange  for  lands 
in  Sale,  under  Edward  the  Second. 

I  Henry  VI.  There  was  a  furvey  of  the  ma-^ 
nors  and  lands  of  Sir  Gefirey  Mafly  of  Tatton  by 
a  jury ;  it  was  there  found,  that  Sir  Geffrey  was 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Ollerton,  and  divers  free  te- 
nants there  •,  and  had  alfo  nine  tenants  at  will,  pay- 
ing in  all  81.  iis.  lod.  rent. 

In  the  office  after  the  death  of  Alice,  the  widow 
of  Sir  John  Mafly  of  Tatton,  6  Henry  VI,  1427, 

fhc 
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Ihe  .was.  found  to  hold  the  manor  of  Ollerfon  of 
John  RatcliflFe  of  Urddhall  in^  Lancalhine,  neafi 
Mancheftcr.  ..  » 

Charterers  in  Ollerton,  1666. 

I.  Leghof  Booths,  now  under  age,  hath  about 
fifty  Chefhire  acres  in  Ollerton,  in  leafe,  in  poflcf- 
fwn  of  Randle  Cadman,  John  Wainwright,  Johs 
Ridgcway,  del  Oake,  Richard  Ward,  Williank 
Baggiley\  cottage,  and  Robert  Partington '$  cot- 
^^gc«  43*  Edward  III.  Ifabcl  the  widow  of  Sir 
John  Legh  del  Booths,  died  fcized  of  the  fixtli  parr 
of  Ollerton,  which  was  then  found  to  be  held  of 
Hugh  Mafly  of  Tatton.  2,  Edniund  Howe  of  Ol-i 
Icrton,  hath  a  good  freehold  there.  3.  Richard 
Wright  of  A  Alley,  hath  land  in  Ollerton.  4.  WiU 
liam  Baggiley,  jun.  about  four  acres  ofprieft-land. 
5.  Downcs  of  Shroplhire,  but  late  of  Toft,  four, 
tenements  in  Ollerton,  in  poflcffion  of  Philip 
Ridgeway,  Roger  Cadman,  John  Smith,  and  John 
Gierke.  ■  6.  John  Norbury  of  Harborough  in 
Over- Alderley,  hath  one  tenement  in  Ollerton,  and 
three  cottages.  7.  Humphrey  Duncalf,  bought 
erf*  Page  of  Yerdfhaw.  8.  John  Swinton  of  Nc- 
^er-Knutsford,  hath  two  tenements,  in  poflcffion 
of  James  Ridgeway  and  Richard  Banks.  Thefc 
laft  four  pay  chief  to  the  lord  of  Nether- Alderlcy, 
as  held  of  Arderne.  9.  Lawrence  Barrow,  one. 
cottage,  bought  of  John  Merriman,  in  poflcffidn 
of  Hugh  Manwaring  •,  another  in  pofleflion  of  Eli- 
zabeth Huet.  10.  Randle  Cadman ;  bought  from 
John  Hall  of  Norley  lately. 

Partington, 

THIS  townfliip  of  Partington  was  anciently  of 
the  fee  of  the  barons  of  Dunham-Mafley. 

Hamon 
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HamonMafley  gave  to  Hugh  Bodon  clerk,  tKe 
fixth  part  of  Partington,  about  Edward  L  HugK, 
Bodon,  clerk,  gave  to  Aytrop  de  Millington,  cum 
mabilid  neppe  tned^  fextam  partem  totius  viU^e  de  Part- 
ington •,  rendering  to  Hamon  Maflcy,  and  his  heirs, 
.  one  pair  of  Gloves  at  Midfummer. 

Hamon  de  Maifey  gave  to  Adam  Sunderland  all 
the  moiety  of  his  land  in  Partington,  which  he 
bought  of  Geffrey  Holdene,  "  prefcrving  the  fer- 
vice  and  homage  of  Richard  Bolour  in  the  fame 
townftiip ;  to  wit,  the  fixth  part  of  the  wKole  town* 
ihip  of  Partington,  on  paying  half  a  mark  oi  (lU 
vcr,"  as  an  old  copy  of  a  deed  fays,  which  ha«  no 
witncfles.  This  is  conceived  to  be  the  copy  of  Mr, 
Hadfield's  deed,  of  Derbyfhire,  who  now  holdeth  a 
fixth  part  of  Partington,  and  pays  6s.  8d.  yearly 
to  Mr.  Crewe  of  Crewe,  1666, 

Geffrey  fon  of  Robert  de  Walley  gave  to  Joha 
his  brother  all  his  land  in  Partington,  which  he 
had  of  the  grant  of  Sir  Hamon  Maffy  \  rendcrr^ 
ing  yearly  to  Sir  Hamon  Maffy  and  his  heirs  one 
pound  of  cummin,  i«/j/?^  Jobannis  Baptijtx^  that  is, 
Midfummer-day,  about  Edward  I.  The  origi- 
nals among  the  evidences  of  the  lord  Delamere  at 
Dunham-Maffy, 

So  that  now,  in  the  year  1666,  the  manor  oi 
Partington  is  fhared  as  followeth  : 

1.  George  lord  Delamere  of  Dunham-Maffy  is 
loi'd  of  a  third  part  of  Partington  in  poffeffion, 
which  was  Canngton's  of  Carington  ;  and  alfo- 
chief  lord  of  the  other  two  third  parts,  which  are 
originally  held  of  the  barons  of  Dunham-Maffy. 

2.  John  Hadfield  of  Over-Cliffe,  in  the  county 
of  Derby,  hath  now  a  fixth  part  of  Partington,  ac- 
cording to  the  original  deed  made  by  Hamon 
Maffy. 

3.  Thomas  Warburton  of  Partington  hath  ano- 
ther fixth  part,  according  to  the  purchafe  thereof 

made 
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made  by.  Thomas  Flixton  from  Hamon  de  Mafly^ 
rendering  yearly  fourlhillings ;  which  rent  Thomas 
Warburton  payeth  to  the  lord  of  Dunham- 
Maffy. 

The  faid  Thomas  Warburton  hath  an  eighteenth 

Sart  of  Partington  more,  a  third  part  of  a 
xth  part,  which  his  ancellor  William,  fon  of 
Peter  Werburton  had  from  Richard  le  Harper  of 
Partington,  and  Agnes  his  wife,  by  fine  at  Chcf- 
ter,  13  Edward  IL  13 19. 

4.  jfohn  Warburton  of  Partington,  and  John 
Owen  of  Partington,  have  another  fixth  part,  late- 
ly purchafed  from  John  Millington  of  Millington^ 
according  to  the  original  deed  of  Hamon  MajBTey, 
Who  now  pay  one  penny  yearly,  in  lieu  of  the 
gloves,  to  Dunham. 

5.  John  Partington  of  Partington  hath  two  parts 
of  the  third  of  a  fixth  part,  or  two  third  parts  of  a 
fixth  part  of  Partington ;  which,  with  Thomas 
Warburton's  third  part  of  a  fixth  part,  makes  up 
the  other  fixth  part. 

Over-Pever. 

IN  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  Ranulphus,  the 
fuppofed  anceftor  of  the  Manwarings  held  this 
townfliip  of  Over-Pever,  or  the  greateft  part  thercr 
of;  and  alfo  the  hamlet,  or  place,  called  Ccp- 
mundwich,  in  Over-Pever,  as  a  diftind  thing  by 
itfelf,  as  appears  in  Domefday-book. 

William  Manwaring  fixed  his  habitation  at 
Over-Pever,  where  his  fucceeding  heirs  have  ever 
fince  continued  to  this  day  j  and  do  now  pay  year- 
ly unto  Mr.  Crewe  of  Crewe,  lord  of  Wvmin- 
cham,  one  fore-fparrow-hawke,  or  two  fhillings  in 
lieu  thereof. 

In 
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In  this  Townfhip  there  are  now  only  two  Char- 
terers, 1666. 

I.  John  Swinton  of.  Nether-Knutsford,  for 
Radbrook-houfe,   in  Over-Pcvcr, 

Richard,  fon  and  heir  of  Thomas  Manwaring, 
gives  all  his  land  in  Over-Pevcr  to  William 
Glafcbroke,  in  they  year  1320. 

William  Glai'cbrokc  rcleafcth  all  his  lands  in 
Radbrokc,  in  Ovcr-Pever,  unto  William,  fon  of 
John  del  Merc,  and  to  Agnes  his  wife,  and  the 
heirs  of  her  body,  45  Edward  III.  137 1.  It 
continued  in  the  name  of  Mere  until  the  year  1501, 
when  Robert  Mere  gave  all  his  lands  in  Over- Fe- 
ver to  Oliver  Hurlebot,  fon  of  Richard  Hurlebot ; 
rendering  yearly  twenty  ihillings.  Dated  14th  day 
of  Auguft,  16  Henry  VII.  150 1.  Which  rent  of 
twenty  (hillings  Mere  pafled  over  to  Thomas  Man- 
waring  of  Nantwich,  fon  of  Nicholas  Manwaring ; 
and  the  faid  Thomas  Manwaring  pafled  it  to  John 
Manwaring  of  Over-Pever,  Efq.  by  deed,  dated 
24  Odober,  23  Henry  VII. 

Robert  Burges  of  Knutsford,  married  Joan^ 
one  of  Hurlebot's  daughters,  to  whom  her  father 
gave  Radbrokc :  which  Burges  had  only  two 
daughters  j  Catherine  married  Mr.  Tho.  Browne, 
and  Jane  married  John  Harper  of  Halywell,  near 
Bolton  in  the  Moors,  in  Lancafliire. 

Catherine  had  a  fon  called  George  Browne,  who 
married  Townfend,  fifter  to  George  Leyccftcr  of 
Toft,  Efq.  and  had  iflue  three  or  four  children  ; 
but  all  died  before  they  came  to  maturity  :  after- 
wards Catherine  fuffcrs  a  fine  and  recovery,  and 
fettles  thefc  lands  on  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Har- 
per  aforelkid.  This  Jane  married  John  Svcinton 
of  Ncthcr-Knutsford  aforefaid,  the  9th  of  Februa- 
^'j  1659,  who  now  hath  Radbroke-houfe  in  pof- 
feflion- 

2.  Wil- 
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2.  WiUiMBeandofOvcr.Pewer.littLfttfcttf 
£odon bad^ to Over-Peovnr ;  wUcfalaadfafir Jjadly 
bought  of  John  Downes  of  Toft^  t66j  i,  ?Mui 
Downes  formerly  bought  the  fame,  by  tm  name 
of  half  a  mefibage,  called  Fodon^land,  fkmi  JM)^ 
HeiilhawofLpckwoodyin  StafFordihire,  dated  6th 
June,  33  Elizabeth,  150 1.  ? 

I  find  by  ancient  deeos,  that  there  were  ancicQt- 
ly  two  places  or  hamlets  in  Over-Peoter ;  one'  cal^ 
cd  Cepmundfwich,  the  other  Fodon. 

Williani  Manwarihg,  brd  of  Over-Pebver,  ^yp 
Fodoh  to  Thomas  his  younger  fon,  under  Edwi^ 
I.  and  Thonias  gwi  it  away  to  Hugh  dc  Stoke/ ^' 

Cepmondfwicn,  William  Manwarihg,  foW  'iif 
William,  and  brother  of  Thomas,  gave'uilto  C^i^ 
bert  Gykes,  towvds  the  end  of  Edward  I. 

Biit  thefe  lands  came  afterwards  to  be  diyi(fe«), 
and  are  now  all  bought  in  bv  the  lords  of  Over- 
Peover.  fave  chat  part  6f  Foaon  which  Beard  libw 
enjoyedi. 

In  this  townlhip  is  alfb  a  parochial  chapel,  fcJt^- 
ed  near  to  the  manor  hall  of  Over-P^er.  This 
chapel  is  a  daughter  of  the  mother-churcli  of 
Roithorn,  and  f^ms  to  be  firft  eredted  about 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.  But  I  find  not  any  mo- 
nument in  this  church  exceeding  the  reign  d 
Henry  Vl.  It  was  certainly"  a  parochial  chapeT  in 
Henrv  the  Sixth's  time,  and  h^  then  liberty  d^ 
burial  ^  and  hath  now  the  yearly  ftipend  pf  fiv^ 
pounds  fix  fhillings  and  eight-pence  allowed  by  the: 
vicar  of  Roflhorn. 

The  neat  chapel,  and  vault  under  the  Ikme,  for 
a  burying-place,  on  thcNoith-fidcof  thechaipufd^ 
was  built  of  (tone  at  the  charge  of  Elleq,  widolT 
of  Philip  Manwaring  of  Over-Peover,  Efqlure^'^Jii 

The  other  chapel  of  ftone,  on  the  South-fi^ 
of  the  body  of  Over-^eover  chfircJii  feefnS  td  bfc 

5  D  built 
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.lMih.'in.r4^6»  at  appcrai  iw  dir  iaftri|)riQA  .jn 
Mt  :4rfithe.wukkm&  of  the  antj  cMpd^  y«l<4«- 
itanc,  s566.  .-..  ^ . 

Npwfii^lpwedi  the  jde(q;Dt  4>f  the  l^jiafiwjiringp  of 
bycr-Peover. 

I,  William  Manwaring  of  Ovcr-Ptcnrcr,  yod^jg- 
cr.fon  df  Rbgcr  Sifanyaring  of  Warmincham,  had 
'O  vtr-Pcciy^r  by  the  gffVbfhis  father.  ' 
^  .  He  had.iffue  Willfartv  fon  and  heir  i  Thofaas, 
to  wh^m  h|s  Father  gave  Fodon,  in  Over-Pfeoycr  j 
iScnhiiGt^  another  ion-,  Guy/  another  ^liy  dio 

>ger,  ahottier  fon,  whofe  fon  William  *mahicti 

^g^ret,  daughter  of  Rog^r  Toft  0/  Toft,  t 

!ward  i. 
.l?^.WiUia 
Siod  Mi'r  of 

jbisui  ifiue  Roger,  eldelt  fon  •,  William,  another  fpi), 
whofe  daughter  Ellen  married  AdOm  Glal'cbrbke, 
14  £dward  III,  1341  •,  Reginald,  another  fon  ; 
and  Maud,  1  dau^ter,  to  whom  her  fathei^  gave 
^.menVage  in  Over-Peover,  which  Hamond  of  Kad- 
broke  formerly  heled. 

This  William,  lord  of  Over-Peover,  was  living 
1286,  14  Edward  I.  * 

Rogpr  Manwaring,  fon  and  heir  of  William, 
marrHed  Chriftian  de  Biitles,  and  had  iffoe  WilU- 
ain»  ton  and  heir  i  and  Joan,  a  daughter,  married 
Robert  de  Fallybrome,  near  Birtlcs,  by  whom  flie 
had  iflue  Robert,  John,  and  Roger,  living  1342. 

This  Rogpr  died  ip  the  life-tixtie  of  his  father ; 
and  Chriftian  his  wi40w  afterwards  married  John 
dpSyrum;  and  laftly,  itic  married  Robert  de 
ITeriiohy  living  8  Edward  III.  1334. 
"  nl.  William  Manwaring  of  Over-Peover,  ibn 
^  Kcir  of  Roger,  ^mairi^  Mary,  daughter  of 
Hcriry  Davenport,,  living  i9Edw4rt!  jfl.  and  hjul 

iffue 
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iffUB^^illiMi  Manwaring^  foa  udl«in;  lUBM. 
Maill^r/,  ahd  MUikent,  all  Unngfr'Edwanlla. 

1334-  '■    ^^  .nur 

This  William  died  about  i  a  or  1 3  Edward  UL 
'  IV.  WilKim  Manwarihg  of  OVer-Feorcfi  ftb 
and  hdr  of  William*  fa^  two  wives. 
...iiU  firft  .wife  .was  Joan*  daughter  and  .^Orheir  of 
William  Praers  of.  Badcfa'ley^  near  Nan'twich;  by, 
whom  he  had  tflue  William  Manwarihg*  fon'^id  hdr* 
.Mar^ry*  the  other  co-heir^  nfiarricd  ^ohn  Hotf- 
ford  ot  Hofiford,  in  Macclesfield  hun4r^»  ^h^ 
bad  iflut  John  Honford  i  afterwaids  (he  voivfjltfii 
UughHolt*  23  Edward  Itl.  but  had  ix>  ifliie  ny 
Holt:  Andibe  diedt  3  Richard  II.  2380.  ^Jf^ 
in  the  inquifition  taken  at  Chefter*  28  Februi^^ 
zi  Richard  IL  it  was  iouod  that.  John  Hoofimi 
the  fon  was  a  baftard*  and  that  WiHiiun  Mariwar- 
ing  waafole  heir  to  Mattery.  Yet  did  Willhifti 
Manwaring  by  his  will,  in  the  year  i|99»  divide 
the  lands  oi  Baddiley  between  John  Mkhwaf li^g 
his  half  t^iher,  and  the  faid  John  de  Hohfprd. 

After  the  death  of  Joan  Praers,  this  Wiliiaih 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Nicholais^^  Ley C^- 
tcrr,  and  Jiftcr  of  John  JUcycefter  of  Nethef-Tab- 
ley,  by  whom  he  had  iflue  John  Manwaring, 
Handle.  Manwaring,  both  afterwards  lord$  of 
Qver-Peover  fucceflively;'  Thomas,  Alaii,  and 
Richard,  Jiving  38  Edward  III.;  alfo  Emrtici  a 
daughter,  married  Richard  Wynnington,  fon' dlid 
heir  of  Sir  Richard  Wyhriin«on  of  Wynriin^on, 
near  Northwich,  31  Edwara  III.  1357.  Elttn, 
another  daughter^  married  Raufe,  foh  and  heir  of 
Raufe,  ion  of  Richard  Ycrnon  of  Shibrpk,' in 
Chcfhire,  33  Edward  III.  1359.  And  Joan  char- 
ried  William  Lcgh  of  Baggitey,  33  Ed»^ard  III. 
^359  •  ^c  ^^  ^ut  five  years  old  on  Candlemas- 
day  theii  laft  pail  •.  and  lived  not  to  haYe'^y*;&be- 
.  by  William  Legh. 

5  D  2  This 
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JkkVimmi^M^nwmnti  was  ftjkdiWini^i> 
NGiiiwaring  the  cldcx,  .33  Edward  liL  he  ^ifadl 
with  his  coat  of  arms  molt  ufually,  to  wit,  Sf^nu 

die  (m^SIGILL.  WJLUELMI  DE  MATN^^ 
WABJNGE\  which>  coat  of  ama  he  gave  in  dif-^ 
ianAkm  trom  Manwaring  of  rWaminchamy'Aut 
c^Jiidi  iunilyhisiaaceftor  branched. 

'For  Ro^  Manwaring  of  Wamlinchatn,  in 
thf iftigti  cX  Heniy  III.  faded  with  ^x  BaruUts  ^ 
whofe.  Ton  and  heir.  Sir  Thomas  Manwaring  of 
Waimincham^  ufed  only  Tw^  B^n  in  his  ieal ;  as 
I  have  feen  their  Teals.  And  after  the  male  line 
of  Manwaring  of  Warmincham  failed,  then  did 
tfas  heir  of  Manwaring  of  Over-*Peaver  aflume  the 
7«#' Airj  only,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  as 
neait  hdt  male ;  leavir^off  this  coat  of  Tbret  Mms^ 
voilh  a  'Lion  in  chiefs  as  fhall  anon  in  due  place 
appear. 

This  William  Manwaring  the  elder,  died  38 
Edward  III.  136^.  Elizabeth,  his  widow,  furviv- 
cd^  and  was  living  1405. 

V,  William  Manwaring  of  Over-Pcover,  junior, 
foR'and  heir  of  William  Manwaring  the  elder, 
by  Joan  Praers,  had  alfo  two  wives. 

The  firft  was  Catherine,  daughter  of  John  Bel- 
grave^f  Belgrave,  in  the  town£ip  of  Eaton-boat, 
in  Chelhire,  whom  he  married  40  Edward  IIL 
1366. 

His  fecond  wife  was  Clementia  Cottony  but  he  • 
had  not  any  iflue  by  either  wife. 

This  William,  fettles  his  ellate,  upon  his  de- 
parture  out  of  England  towards  Guven,  17  Rich- 
ard II.  1393,  and  afterwards  made  his  will,  i394> 
wherein,  amOnft  other  things,  he  bequeaclis  his 
body  to  be  buried  in  Aghton  church,  and  his  pic 
ture  in  alabafter  tt>  c6ver  his  tomb  in  the  laid 
church  :  he  tr\\t  alio  to  the  faid  church  a  part  of 

Chrift'^ 
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waring  his  half  biothrr  iM^.iq  ^r.  <»^)!^HAt^^ 

He  kft  alfo  a  competent  laltfy  iw  a  «hsyrf»t^  .N( 
cetebxate  fen  bis  Mul  in  nhe-ch^pfft^ftf'  St.  Mtiy'i 
iaJ^tott  churchy ^ for icswiiyearsw     *  .  s    ''-^'-^M 

His  ieal,  17  Ridmrd/Uiihad  th«lillipr^i^^.<^^ 
faia  coat;  .and  creft  ^  'to  iipm^  A  *  #1  f^Ufdt^k  mo 
&taM«k/|r.j  and  cortioFr^Mi^a)  bn  ;t)pe  dbcceisatiglf  f 
on  a  hehnec,  An  Afs-bMd ^^kped \  infoiibedabcA]^ 
S.JfnhUELMl  MJ!fIi1VARiNGE.BwV^\ 
the  elder  houfc  of  Warmincham  was  c;tfln^  Widj 
devolved  to  a  daug^uer  atf d  hltxt ;  whereoiT'  he  bkflr^ 
their  coat  without  diftih^roi^  as  nMct  heir-nKflCi' 
which  his  beirs  baVe  €Vtr  iiooc  cointinued  j  to  Wit, 
Argent^  /ccv  jS^rj  G/rikf }  (he  creft^  >j(«  Afs^heai^ 
coufid  pTQpir*  ....  ^-iji 

This  William  died  without   iflue,   1399,-211 
Kichand  II.  atid  was  burifid  at  Aghton  churchy 
leaving  John  Manwaring  his  luilf4>rp(her  Cd  itiO-^ 
cecd  in  his  inheritance. 

VL    John  Marwaring  of  Ovcr-Peov^r^    half, 
brother  and  heir  to  the  laft  William,  and  Ion  to* 
William  Manwaring,  thecldcr,  by  Elisabeth  hijj; 
iecond  wife,  married  Matgaret,  the  widow  oi  li^kv 
John  Warren  of  Poynton,  in  Chelhirc,  ar.dd;H:gh- 
ter  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Stafford  of  Wigh^iiA^ 
about  13  Richard  IL     For  Sir  John  Warren  died; 
the  tenth  of  Richard  II.  ■  - 

The  king  gave  to  this  John  Manwaring  all  rhb 
lands  and  goods  of  Sir  Hugh  Browe,  which* rbe 
faid  Sir  Hugh  had  forltritcd  by.  his   rebeliiori.    . 
Dated  1 8th  Auguft,  4  Henry  IV, 

This  John  Manwaring  waited  on  the  prince,  - 
afterwards  king  Henry  V.  and  he  was  inaUe  fher}(F 
of  Cbclhirc  18  Scytembcri  4  Henry  J  V.  and  con^v 

timial 
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linucd  ftieriidr  three  years,    tn  which  Writ  tlie  eail 
of  Chcfter  calls  him  Artrngermn  fuum. 

He  had  alfo  an  annual  penfion  of  twenty  marks 

iven  him  tor  the  good  fervices  he  had  done  in  his 
[i&.rimc>  8  Henry  IV. 
. . Atfo  he»  with  Mathcw  del  Mere,  and  Thotnas 
Meyihawet  were  coiiftttuted  judges  of  the  goal-de- 
Uv*y  it  Chdter,  5  HcnW  IV. 

This  Jdhn.Manwahhg  aied  without  lawftd  ifiue^ 
iiHerirylV.  i4i0f  leaving  his  brother  Randic 
td  Hicceca  in  his  inheritahce. 

M^garet  his  widow  furvived,  and  was  living 
4  Henry  V. 

He  had  a  baftard<foh  by  Margery  Winnington, 
called  Peter  Manwaring. 

.  VII.  Randle- Manwaring  of  Over-Peover,  Efq. 
brother  -and  heir  to  John  Manwaring,  married 
Margery,  the  widow  of  Richard  Buc^kley  of  Chidlc, 
in  Chefhire,  and  daughter  of  Hugh  Venables 
baron  of  Kindeftonr.  He  petitioned  tl-ie  king  for 
enjoying  the  dower  of  Margery  his  wife,  becaulc 
he  had  married  her  without  the  king's  licence,.  16 
Richard  II.  by  whom  he  had  iflue  John  Manwar- 
ing,* his  eldeft  fon-,  William  Manwaring,  fecond 
fon,  from  whom  the  Manwarings  of  Ighttield,  in 
Shropfhire ;  Randle  Manwaring,  third  fon,  from 
whom  the  Manwarings  of  Carincham,  in  Chelhire ; 
Elizabeth,  married  Raufe  Egerton  of  Wryne-hill, 
in  Staftbrdfliire  -,  Cicely,  married  Thomas  Fowef- 
hurft  of  Crewe,  in  Chelhire  ;  Joan,  married  John 
Davenport,  Ion  and  Iieir  of  Raufe  Davenport  of 
Davenport,  in  Chelhire,  12  Henry  IV.  1411-, 
Ellen,  married  Thomas  Fitton  of  Gowcfworth,  in 
Chtihire  j  Agnes,  another  daughter,  was  affianced 
to  William  Bromley  of  Badington,  in  Chelhire, 
fo'n  of  Sir  John  Bromley,  but  fhe  died  before  mar- 
riage, whereupon  he  married  Margaret,  fifter  to 
Agnes,  4  Henry  VI.  1426.     This  Margaret  was 

a  widow 


JD  J?.  CH  ESH  J  RB.         753 

A  widQwasHcwy  YI.  143^. .  A^  after  Ac  tjuvr 
ricd'Sir  John  Nedham  of  Crannach,  judgp  flf 
Chdl^v^  I  £dward  IV.  l^yt  Sir  JphnNcdl^M 
hq  ilTue  by  her, 

-This  Randle  was  alfo  a  courtier,  ftylcU  th« 
KiDg's  Efquire^  and  feryant  xp  the  cruwn«  ai 
VJc^dU.  and  went  iotP.  Ireland  with  his  btoe 
dier  John  in  the  ling's  fervice,  22  Richard  11, 
He  had  this  offioe  of  ranger  of  twaforcfts^  Mara 
jWid  Moadrunit  grant^  unto  him  for  his  life,  6 
Heniy  IV.  and  two  parti  pf  the  ferjcanty  otMac* 
clesiSeld  hundred,  which  were  Rauie  Davenport's, 
till  John  Davenport  came  to  age,  dialed  '3  Henry: 
V.  And  he  had.alfp  (with  others)  the  cuttody  of 
the  manor  of  Kerincham,  in  Chefliire,,  13  Henry 

He  had  a  ballard-ibn  by  Emme  Farringtoh^  cal- 
led Hugh  Manwaring,  from  whom  the  Manwar^ 
iiigs  of  Croxton,  nigh  Middlewich ;  a>fo  Thomas 
Man  waring  of  Norch-Rode,  another  baftard-fPh, 
12  Richai:d  II.  and  Randle,  another  baftard-fon, 
4  Henry  iV.  and  alio  three  baltard  daughters* 

This  Handle  Manw^ring  of  Over-Peoyer,  ftyled 
commonly  Honkyn  Manwarihg,  in  the  langus^ 
of  thofe  times,  died  35tb  Henry  VI.  1456,  and 
was  buried  at  Over-Pcover,  in  the  (lone-chapel  on 
the  fouth-Iidc  of  the  ch»rch ;  which  chapel  this 
Randle  caufed  to  be  eredted,  wjth  the  two  monu- 
ments therein,  for  hinifelf  and  wife,  in  the  year 

1456- 

yill.  Sir  John  Manwaring  of  Over-Pcover, 
knight,  ion  and  heir  of  Randle,  married  Mai^- 
ret,  daughter  pf  John.  Dcly.cs.  of  Dodington,  the 
elder,  13  Henry  fV.  1411,  and  had  iflue  William 
Manwaring,  fon  and  heir;  Elizabeth,  married 
Piers- Warburipn,  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Geffrey  dc 
Warburton,  lord  of  Ardley,  1436,  14  Henry  VI, 
Margaret,  married  Hamner,  ton  and  hch  of  John 

Alhley 
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Mflqrof  Alhfeff  in  Bodoii  patifli,  joHeniy  VI. 

^   In  ckd  jfS  ycarof  flemyVI.ihe  king  ibnds  bi9 

letter  to  this  Sir  John  Manwaring^  that  ke  dcliiiH- 
l»«he  krrd  Stanky  thefe  (j^rfon^  follovring,  then 
in.  the  Caftle  of  Chefter^  tor fome  matters  atledg^ 
agpanft  them  in  the  Ictte fittrfiament  at  Coventry'; 
tCKifM,  Thomas  and  John  KevilV  fons  of  the 
eaiiafSalilbtiry,  Sir  Thomas  Harrington,  Jamca 
MarringtOTT)  Raufe  Rokeby,  Thomas  Alhton,  aAd 
Robert  Evereus,  Efqitnt^. 

In  the  13  year  of  Edward  IV^  the  kings  grants 
tp^Sir'Johh  Manp^aring  tbt  offke  of  ranger  en  hi* 
parks  of  Blakeitiere  and  Chefvvdndyn,  hi  the  coun- 
ty of -Satppy  duiing  th#minOrity  cf  Geor^%  fon  and 
heir  of  John  carl  of  Shrewlbury,  with  tour  marks 
annual  ttt\  dated  the  30th  d^y  of  Novetfibcr,  1473. 

The  parchment  book  belonging  to  March^  king 
at  arms,  in  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  faith.  Sir 
John  Man  waring  had  two  fons,  William  and  John, 
•^ir  John  Manwaringof  Over  Peover  died  about 
the  end  of  Edward  the  IVth's  reign  ;  and  had  z 
fecond  wife,  called  Joan,  daughter  of  John  War- 
ren of  Poyntoni  33  Henry  VL 

William  Manwaring,  ion  and  heir  of  Sir  John, 
married  Ellen,  fifter  to  John  Butler  of  Bewfy, 
nigh  Warrington,  in  Lancafliire,  and  daughter  of 
Air  John  Butler,  22  Henry  VI,  1443,  ^^  ^^^ 
ilfue  John  Manwaring. 

This  William  died  in  the  life-time  of  Sir  John 
his  father. 

IX.  John  Manwaring  of  Over-Peover,  Efq. 
ion  and  heir  of  William,  married  Maud,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  I«egh  of  Arlington,  Efq.  and  liad 
iuue  John  Manwaring,  eldeit  fon,  and  Robert 
Manwaring.  Maud,  a  daughter,  married  to 
1  hpraas  Starkcy  ot"  Wrcnbury,  in  Chclhire,  Efq. 
5  Hfenry  VIL    1490 ;    Joan,   another  daughter, 

married 
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married  Sir  Thomses  Afhton  of  Aftiron,  Aipt^ 
Merfey,  in  Chelhire,  4  Henry  YUr.  15121  Mavrd; 
wife  of  John  Manwaringy  being  then  a  widow. 
AsneSy  another  daughter  of  John  Manwariag;i 
£iq.  married  Sir  Robert  Nedham  of  Crannach^  in 
Chefliire^  knight, .  and  afterwards  of  Shenton^.  in 
Shropiliirt:,  which  Shavingcon»  vulga  Shenton^ 
was  cftated  on.  him  by  judge  Nedham,  who  pur- 
chafed  the  fame ;  and  this  match  appeared  by  a 
biewiih  marble^ftone,  or  monumem^  m  the  chan- 
cel of  Addcrley  church,  inShropihire,  whereob 
are  the  piftures  of  the  faid  Sir  Robert  Nedham, 
and  dame  Agnes,  and  feven  fons  and  two  daogh-. 
ters  ;  as  alfo  an  infcription  (aU  of  them  in  bfafs) 
as  foUoweth : — ^Here  fycth  buried  under  this  ftone; 
the  bodies  of  Sir  Robert  Nedham,  knight,  and 
dame  Agnes,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Jpbn  Manwar- 
ingof  l\x)wr,  Efq.  which  laid  Robert  dcceaied 
the  4th  of  June,  ia  the  year  1556  i  and  the  fai4 
Agnes  deceafed  the  1 1  th  day  pf  May^  in  tiic  year 
1560. 

This  John  Manwaring,  Efq.  died  the  8th  dny 
of  July,  1495.  ' 

He  had  a  bdftardribn,  called  Charles  Manwar- 
ing,  living  35  Henry  VIII. 

X.  Sir  John  Manwaringof  Ovcr-Peover,  kn^htj 
fon  and  heir  of  John,  was  knighted  in  France, 
1513.  He  married  Kacherine,  Honford,  filler  of 
William  Honford  of  Honford,  in  Chelhire,  Efq. 
and  had  iffue  Randle  Manwaring,  eldcft  fon ;  Ed- 
mund died  without  iffue-,  John  died  without  iflbc; 
Fiers  died  without  iffuc  i  Philip  Manwaring  after- 
wards became  lord  pf  Ovcr-Peover  j  Edward,  jfirom 
whom  the  Manwaringis  of  Vv  hitmore, '  in  Spiflbrd- 
IhirCi  Robert,  from  whom  the  Manwariiigs  of 
Martin-fands,  in  Chelhire^  T^nias,  Georde,  and 
Henry  •,  Margaret,  a  daughter^  and  Katticrnie, 
5  E  married 
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married  to  William^  fon  of  Homfrey  Newton  of 
Ftownall,  1521. 

On  this  Sir  John's  monument  in  Ovcr-Pcoycr 
churchy  I  find  mention  of  three  other  children  mor^ 
than  18  above-mentioned ;  Nicolas,  and  two  WiU 
liams,  which  probably  died  very  young. 

This  Sir  John  was  Iheriff  of  Flinclhire  in  the 
year  1514,  and  died  I515,  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
yeans. 

By  his  will,  among  other  things,  he  gave  to  the 
parim-church  of  Ovcr-Peover  nis  black  velvet 
flowp,  .guarded  with  cloth  of  gold,  to  make  a  cope 
for  the  fame  church ;  and  alfo  4I.  13s.  4d.  to  an 
honeft  prieft  to  pray  for  his  foul  for  four  years  in 
Over*Peover  church  •,  and  twenty  pounds  towards 
the  making  of  a  new  fteeple  of  done  at  Over- 
t^eover,  but  this  laft  was  never  effefted  ;  and  alfo 
to  Charles  Manwaring,  his  baftard-brother,  year- 
ly, iL  6s.  8d.  for  his  life,  &c.  Dated  4th 
March,  1515. 

Katharine,  the  widow  of  Sir  John,  died  1523, 

XL  Sir  Randle  Manwaring  of  Over-Peover, 
knight,  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  John,  married  Eliza- 
beth, the  widow  of  Richard  Cholmondeley  of 
Cholmondeley,  in  Chefiiire,  Efq.  and  daughter  of 
Sir  Randle  Brereton  of  Malpas,  bv  whom  he  had 
iflpe  Margar^  married  to  Sir  Artnur  Manwaring 
of  Ightfield,  in  Shropfliirc ;  Elizabeth,  married 
to  Peter  Shakerley^  of  Houhne  in  AUoftock,  in 
Chefhire,  Efq.  afterwards  to  Chriftopher  Holford 
ofHolford,  Efq.  1561  ;  and  Katherine,  married 
to  John  Davenport  of  {ienbyry*  in  Chdbire,  Elq. 
5  and  6  Philip  and  Mary. 

After  the  death  of  his  firft  wife.  Sir  Randle 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Raufe  Ley- 
cefter  of  Toft,  1551,  but  had  no  iffue  by  her. 

Sir  Randle  died  the  6th  day  of  September,  1557. 

Elizabeth, 
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Elizabetbf '  his  wido^,  afterwards  married  Sir  Ed- 
nrund  Trafibrd  of  Trafford,  in  Lancaihirc^  titiar 
Manchefter^  and  by^  him  had  iflUe; 

XIL  Philip  Manwaring  of  Ov?r-Pcovcr,  Efq, 
fifth  Ion  of  Sir  John  Man  waring)  and  brother  ana' 
next  heir-male  to  Sir  Randle,  married  Anne,  dau^- 
tcr  of  Sir  Raufe  Leyccftcr  of  Toft,  Juxtil  Orcr- 
Feover,  and  had  tflue  Handle  Manwaniig,  fon  and 
heir ;  Edmund  Manwaring  of  Ranmore,  near 
Nantwich»  called  Capuin  Manwaring ;  and  Eli- 
zabeth)  who  died  withpiat  iflae« 

This  Philijp  died  the  nth  day  of  Aprils  ^57 J% 
as  appears  by  his  monument  in  Oyer-Peover 
church. 

XIII.  Sir  Randle  Manwaring  of  Over-Peovcr^ 
the  elder,  knight,  fon  and  heir  of  Philip,  mar- 
ried Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Fitton  of 
Gowefwwthi  in  ChefhiFC^  fometimc  treafurcr  of 
Ireland,  in  the  year  1597,  ^^.^^  ifi^  Sii:  Randle 
Manwaring,  tiie  younger^,  Etlmund  Manwaring, 
doftorof  law,  andchancdlor  of  Chefter,  1642; 
Thomas  Manwaring;  third  fon,  dpdtor  of  divini- 
ty, and  parfon  of  Wcldisi^  in  Northamptonfhire^ 
living  1634^  Edward,' Jghny  and  Arthur,  died 
all  in  their  infancy  $  Sir  Philip  Manwaring  ie- 
cretary  of  Ireland  to'the  earl  of  Stafford,  1638, 
ymiDedt  fon,  was  never  married,  and  died  at  Lon- 
don the  2d  d^  of  Auguft,  166  r;  Anne,  a  daugh- 
ter, nvuTied  Lawrence  Smith,  fon  and  heir  of  Sir 
Thcmias  Smith  of  Hough,  in  Widdcnbury  parifh 
in  Chcfliire,  married  at  Great-Budworth  the  31ft 
of  Aiiguft,  1591  f-  Katherine,  ^another  daugltter, 
married  Sir  Edwafd  Stanley  of  Bickcrftaff,  in 
Lancafliire,  baronet ;  Elizabeth,  another  daugh- 
ter, married  Peter  Leycefter  of  Nethcr-Tabley, 
in  Cheihire,  Efq.  1611*,  and  Elinour,  another 
daughter^  never  married. 

Afcer  the  death  of  Margaret,  this  Sir  Randle 
*    5  E  2  married 
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sn4rrjied.lEathcriDc^  ch^  wdowi)£/Wjliia^V,BrefCr 
too  of  Honfbrd,  in  phcibire^  £fq,  aad  (daug^sct 
of  Roger  HufJefton  o£  Chffter,  Elb. 

ill.  the  reign  of  iquecn  £Uzabttl]»  iche  herald 
oil^  foe  Jhis  Sir  Hwdle's.  coat,.  £atry  vfttxuha 
fi^t  ^^  Mdgides^  but  ertDneous.  So  al&)  (he  . 
herald^ t^  pla^cc^  the  qurl  of  Cheftcir!fi»  coat  in  the 
^anoinga  pf  Manvariflg,  .but  abfurdly,  andi)^ 
right.    ...  '..V         :'■-•.,. 

.  Thb  Sir  Randle,  the  ^Ider,  .buih  the  hall  of 
Over-Peover  a-Qcw^.  '586»  tne iahrick  being  now 
o£  brick  y  and  he  was  ihq^iff  of  Chclhire^  J605. 

.'  This  oir  Kandle,  the  elder,  died  the  27th  day 
of  May^  1^12, 

,  .:XIV.  Sir  RandleMaa waring^  of  Ovcf-Ptovrr, 
the  youogert  Icojf^  iba  and  heir  of^  Sir  Handle, 
the  elder,  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Snaith.of  Hough  atorefaid,  by  whom  he  had  iJQue 
Chilip  M^nwariiffi,  (on  and  heir ;  George  Man- 
vaiing  ofMarthail^  fecood  foii,  now  livings  i666^, 
Margaret,  the  eldeft  daughter,  died  an  infant.; 
fiiizabeth^  fecond  daughter,  married,  firft  to  Ro- 
bert Ravenfcroft  of  JSjpetton,  in  Harden-parifh, 
beyond  Cheifaer,  £fq.  and  had  many  children  ^  aJL- 
Cf  rwardi  ftieinarriea  Sir  Francis  Gajnok  of  Cfaefter, 
but  (be  had  no  iflue  by  him.  She  furvived  both 
her  hulbands,  and  died  at  Chefter  the  13th  day  of 
Augull,  1661^  and  was  buried  at  Harden.  Anne, 
third  daughter,  married  Robert  Brierwood  of 
CheHer,  counicllor  at  law,  afterwards  Sir  Robert 
Brierwood,  knighted  16 13,  and  judge  of  three 
ihjres  in  Wales;  Margaret,  youngeft  daughter, 
iparried  Henry  Birkenhed,  Ion  and  heir  of  Henry 
Birkcrnhol  of  Back£ord,  nigh  Chefter,  Efq.  pro- 
Ciiunotary  o£  Chefter,  and  had  ilTue ;  but  they  all 
died  before  they  came  to  maturity.  This  Marga* 
ret  died  at  Chefter  the  25th  of  July,  1661. 

This  Sir  Randlc,  the  younger,  was  iherifi^of 

Limrick, 
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iMOfkiL^'^in  Ireland,  1605  v  an  which  fen^ulbhk 
father-  was  (bcriff  of  Cheihire.  .f ' •  i  -' '  «i  * 

The  fame  Sir  Handle^  the  youngtr,'  was  Ihcriff 
of  Chdhire  in  chcTeap  1619,'  and  mayor  of  Chefter 
uito  the  fyme  yesu:  ^  and  died  the  1 2 tit  day  of  Jat 
n^iary^  .1632*  -  •>* 

.  XV.  Philip  Manwaring  of  Over-Pnveit,  £lq« 
i<^  4n4  heir  of  Sir  Randle^  the  younger^  mavriRd- 
Ellen^  daughter  of  Edward  MinftiuU  of  Saduv 
near  Nantwich,  E{t^.  in  the  year  1622,  and  had 
iifue  Randle,  who  died  without  iflue.  in  his  youtk) 
Philip^  fecobd  fon, 'dicd-inhis  ii»farfcy  ;  Thomas, 
third  fon,  furvived  heir  to  his  father;  a  fourth 
fon,  lived  nQt  to  be  baptiTed ;  Edmund  ditOTS 
hiSiinfMcy  ;  George,  fixth  ion,*  4lied  in  his  jnfak- 
^y.i^lflother  Philip,^  ievcnth.iiHn^  in  his  j]^' 

fjancy. ;;  Edward  Mmwaring^.  youngeft  fon,  living. 
1666  ^  and  Janev  a  daughter,  died  in  her  ihtiancy* 
.  >Tbi$  Philip  was  ..captain/  oflche  light  horfe-^f 
Chefhire,  and  wtis  iheriff  of  Cheihire:  in  the  year 
|4-|9^!       ■     ■  .'.    .     ■  i-i   ■:■■''  ......  ■:    ..  ■^' . 

,. .  He  died  the  tenth  of  December,;  1647.  E\inj 
his^'Wiitow^'  furV'iviDg,  hulk  a  neat  chapel  q£  ftoae 
on  the  nonh^Ale  of  the  chapcel.  of  Over-Peb^iM: 
church,  with  tjvo.  brave  monuments  for  herielf 
and  hulband,  and  a  fair  vault  under  the  laid  chapel, 
for  burial,  ia/ the  year  1648*  j    .  • 

She  biiUc  aUb  a-  (lately  ftable,  and  dovehouie,' 
at  Over-Peover,  1^54,  and  Ihc  died  1656. 

KYI.  Sir  Thomas  Manwaring  of  Ovcr-Pecier, 
baronet.  Ton  and  heir  of  Philip,  married  Mary« 
daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Delves  of  Dodington,  to 
Widdenbury  parifli,  baronet,  and  had  iffue  PhUip,- 
Thomas,  and  Kandle,  ^ho  all  three  died  young ; 
John  Manwaring  and  William  Manwaring,  both 
living  1666  i  Henry  died  in  his  infancy)  Mary 
and  H^Jlen,  both  died  in  their  infancy"^  Eli2a'. 
.      .  beth^ 
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betht.  AmtCy  Katherine,  and  Grace^  all  f(Mr  aow^ 
living^  1666.  '    '  ^ 

Tuis  Thopias  Manwariog  was  fiieriff  of  CheA^ 
m  tbc  year  1657,  and  created  baronet  22A  Novenv 
bef^  1660^  and  lis  yen  livings  1666^  Mary^  lus' 
lady,  died  at  Baddily  the  firft  day  of  Mattch,  id^o, 
and  W93..  buried  at  Over-Peovep^  In  the  vault  un- 
dp:  the  new  chapel  there^  on  Monday  the  6th  of 
March,  1670. 
■  .-■»  ■-  •»■ 

;     I^I.TTLB-PEOVES:. 

TH£  tD«]lihip(6£7^c;ther-Peover,  though  now 
divided.'  iritOr  two  hiindc^ds,'  was?*  anciendy* 
faiic  ont  entire  townikip:  at  chis^day;  t666j  it  feems 
to  be  divided  into  two  townfhips^  Great-Peover, 
which  lieth  in  Northwich  hundred ;  and  Little^ 
Peover,  which  lieth  within  Bucklow  hundred^  fe< 
vexed  by  the  river  called  Peover-£ye. 

And  whether  you  take  them  together,  as  ono 
covnihip,  by:  the  name  of  Nether-Peover ;  or  as 
two  towns,  called  Great^Peov^,  and  Little-Peoyer; 
yet  have  they  jointly,  or  feverally,  been  fevercid  in 
two  diflindt  fees  or  inheritanoes,  ever  fince  the 
Norman Conqueft,  tothisday,  1666. 

One  moiety  of  them  was  hek)  by  William  Fitz^ 
Nigcll,  baron  of  Haltpn,  in-' the  Conqueror's 
time,  as  appears  by  Domefday-book. 

This  moiety. was  given  by  Roger  Lacy,  confta- 
ble  of  Chefhire,  and  baron  of  Halton,  unto  one 
Qfberne  de  Wethale^  about  king  John's  reign,  to 
wit,  all  his  moiety  of  Pcover-,  rendering  yearly  half 
a  mark  of  filver,  and  doing  foreign  fcrvice  as  much 
as  belongs  to  the  twentieth  part  of  a  kni^t's  fee. 

Robert  de  Peover  pofleficd  hereof  in  the  reign  of 
Henxy  III.  to  whom  William,  fon  of  Richard 
Haddlebert,  who,  it  feems,  claimed  fon)e  proper- 

ty 
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tjr  thcrtjl  rcfcafctli  sH  Jiis  claim'  in  that' moiety  of 
Nethcr-Pcovcr,  which  is  of  the  fee  of  die  cohfta- 
bic  of  Chclhire,  that  is,  of  the  fee  of  H^ton. 

Hugh,  fon  of  that  Robert  cte  Peover,  fells  <aU  hi^ 
birthnght  in  Peorer,  which  was  to  defcend  to  him 
after  the  death  of  his  father  kobert  de  Peover^ 
unto  William  de  Hdwarthen,  for  one  hundred 
pounds  ftcrling;  aboufihtf^  beginning  of  Edward 
the  Firft's  reign.  ^ 

William  de  Hawarthen  fells  it  to  Richard  Bone- 
table ;  and  Richard  Bonetable  fells  it  to  Williaih, 
fon  of  Raufe  de  Mobberley,  for  fifty  marks  df  iil- 
ver,  xiS  I,  whofe  fon  William  de  Mobberiqr  was 
poflefled  of  the  faid  moiety  of  Nether-Peover,  ij 
Edward  II. 

Afterwards  tliis  moiety  was  purchafed  (as  I 
take  it)  by  Robert  Grofvenor  of  Houlme,  near 
Nether-Peover,  ahoot  Edward  11 :  In  which  line 
it  continued  till  Edward  IV.  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ^  aind  at  taft  it  defcended  to  Marga* 
ret,  the  youngeft  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Robert 
Grofvenor  dfHoulnrie,  in  Alloftock,Efq.with  thb 
third  part  of  Alderly  alfo,  the  wife  or  Thomas 
Leycelter  of  Tabley,  Efq.  by  partition  dated 
1465,  5  Edward  IV.  whofe  heirs  do  now  enjoy 
the  laid  moiety  of  Nether-Peovcr,  1666,  and  the 
rent  now  paid  to  Halton,  according  to  the  origi- 
nal deed  of  Rogpr  Lacy  aforefaid. 

Charterers  in  this  moiety,  1666. 

I.  Thomas  Wood  of  Little-Peover,  near  to 
Peover-bridge :  he  pays  a  pair  of.  white  ^vies 
yearly  to  Levcefter  of  Tabley,  at  Midfumnidr. 
2.  Peter  Wood  of  Little-Peover,  formerly  Robert 
Cotton's,  more  anciently  (tvled  Minfhull4eat,  did 
pay  toX^cefifer  three  fhillings  and  fburpenop 
yearly,  chuf-rent:  but  John  LeyctfteT  of  Tab-* 
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kgr,  E(q.  miiitted  the  famie  to  Cocton,-*%  dbed; 
^iitd  17  Henry  VIL  3.  Hiccock's  lanc^  ficuate 
in  Grcat-PcoTCr,  now  enjofcd  by  Mr.  PowdriH,  * 
Thomas  Deane,  and  Mrs.  Pemberton,  who  pay  a- 
mongft  them  yearly  two  fhilUngs  of  chief- rent  to 
Lryccftcr  of  Tabley. 

And  all  thcfe  charterers  do  fuit  of  court  fothe 
court-baron  of  Leyceftcr  of  Tabley,  held  for  his 
manor  of  Pcovcr. 

The  other  moiety  bf  Nethcr-Pcover  washcW  in 
the  Conqueror's  time  by  Ranulphus,  as  1  take  it, 
in  Domefday-book. 

This  moiety  was  given  to  Richard  Pool  of 
Hartington,  by  Robert  Morley,  marfhal  of  ire- 
land,  with  all  the  rents,  homages,  and  fcrvices, 
which  defcended  hereditarily  to  the  faid  Robert 
m  the  county  of  Chefter,  after  the  death  of  Sir 
Robert  dc  Monte  Alto  hii^'uncle;  except  the 
rents  formerly  given  unto  queen  Ifabel,  dated  24. 
Edward  III.  'J'he  original  of  this  deed  remained 
among  the  evidences  of  the  late  lord  Cholmonde- 
ky  ;  and  the  copy  of  the  fine  levied  h^'reon  in  the 
fame  year,  is  enrolled  in  the  Ledger^book  ot"  the 
abbey  of  Vale-Royal,  which  book  was  in  poffcffioa 
of  Thomas  Merbury  of  Merbury,  near  Comber- 
bach,  Efq.  i666. 

In  the  year  of  Chrift  1364,  John  Pool  came 
before  Thomas,  then  abbot  of  Vale-Royal,  in  the 
fuid  abbey,  and  did  fealty  to  the  faid  abbot  tor  this 
moiety  ot  the  manor  of  Nether- Peover,  which  he 
acknowledged  to  hold  of  the  faid  abbot  by  tlic 
yearly  rent  of  twelve-pence,  to  be  paid  at  the  fcaft 
of  St.  Michael  only,  and  by  paymg  to  the  faid 
abbot  two  {hillings  for  relief;  as  appears  by  the 
fame  book. 

From  Pool  of  Kartington,  this  moiety  was 
granted  to  George  Holford  of  Holford,  about 
the  time  of  Henry  the  Seventh :  in  which  family 

of 
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ci'-theHajjifordsG^^  till  Ma- 

1^'  daugbez;  and  teir  of  CAriftopher  Holfpn^ 

xuito  Sir  Hugh  Cholmonddi^  of  Cholmondd^, 
the  younger,  in  marriage,  j;i  the  reign  of  queiea 
Eliazbeth. 

Concerning  which  inheriunc^  great  fuits  fell  be- 
twcen  the  iaid  lady  Mary  Cholmondeley,  and  George 
Holford  of  NewDorougb,  in  Dutton^  uncle  to  top 
faid  Mary,  and  next  heir-male  of  the  Holford  j. 

Thefe  fuits  lafled  above  forty  years :  at  laft, 
towards  the  end  of  king  James's  reign,  the  mat- 
ter was  compofed  by  friends :  the  la^y  Mary  had 
Holford-^emefne;  and  George  Holford  h^  the 
demefne  of  Ifcoit,  in  Flintmire^  ne^r  to  Whit- 
churchj  19  Slirqpfhire.  The  lands  jn  Nether- 
Peover,Plu^iley,and  Lpftock-Gralam,  belonging 
to  the  Holfords,  were  promifcoufly  allotted,  piuX 
to  the  one,  and  ^art  to  the  other,  as  at  this  day, 
1666,  they  be  enjoyed. 

So  4hat  in  the  year  1659,  Robert  Cholmonde- 
ley,  earl  of  Lcimfter  in  Ireland,  fon  and  heir  of 
thie  faid  lady  Mary,  and  James  Holford  of  New- 
borough,  Efq,  fon  ol^  PpWr^  fpnof  Georgp  Hol- 
ford atprefaid,  did  jOijixy  this  other  moiety  of  Ne^ 
ther-Peover  betwccA  them :  in  which  year  the  fai4 
lord  Cholmondeley  dird,  without  any  lawful  iflue 
of  his  body. 

PiCMfiRE. 

THIS  townjBiip  of  Picmere  in  not  in  Domef- 
day-book,  whereby  it  feemeth  to  be  waftc 
at  that  time.  ^ 

It  was  anciently  of  two  fees  in  the  reigd  of  king 

John.    One  moiety  Raufe  Manwaring  (fcMnetime 

judge  of  Cliefter)  gave  unto  Henry  «e  Aldithley, 

5  F  or 
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or  Audley^  in  free  marriage  with  Bertrey  his  dai^h- 
ter,  together  with  the  towns  of  Snulttoocd  ind 
Snelflioh,  and  a  mark  of  annual  rent  in  the  city  p£ 
Chefter,  of  the  land  which  belonged  to  one  Fagiin. 
Unto  which  deed  Philip  Orreby,  then'  jpdge  of 
Chefter,  was  a  wittiels. 

Henry  of  Audlcy,  bv  the  confent  of  Bertrey  his 
wife,  gave  to  Thomas,  Ion  of  Randle  de  Longfdon, 
half  of  his  lartd  in  Ficmere,  and  half  of  his  wood 
therei  rendering  yearly  js.  4d. 

This.moiecy  of  Picnicre  is  now  enjoyed  by  thcrlc 
perfohs  following^  1666 : 

I  •  Thomas  Merbury  of  Mcrbury^  Efq^  hath 
one  half  of  this  nioiety^  which  formerly  belonged 
to  the  Cpckers  of  Picmere  ever  fince  toe  reign  of 
Henry  lIL  until  Hugh  Cocker  of  Picmere  fold 
the  rcverfion  hereof,  after  his  life,  unto  Thomas 
Merbury,  father  of  Thomas  afbrefaid^  in  the  yeai- 
1 604,     Probably  this  was  that  part  which  Henry 
Audley  gave  to  Thomas  Longfdon.     d.  Thomas 
Daniel  of  Over^Tabley,  Efa.  hath  four  tenements 
here  in  leafe.    Thefewerc  rormerly  held  by  Wil- 
liam Wiche,   and  c^ed  Wiche's  land^;   which 
upon  the  attainder  of  Sir  William  Stanley  of 
Holt-Caftle,  in  the  year  1495,  lord  chamberlain 
10  Heriry  VII.  efcheated  to  the  king,  and  were  af^ 
rerwards  given  to  George  Sutton,  one  of  the  grooms 
of  the  chamber,    14  Henry  VIIL     Sutton  fold 
them  to  Richard  Sneyd,  7th  November,  1 4  Henry 
VIII.  and  William  Sneyd  fold  them  to  Thomas 
Daniel  of  Over-Tabley,   Efq.  36  Henry  VIII. 
3.  Sir  Peter  Leycefter  of  Nether-Tabley,  baronet, 
hath  one  tenement  here>  now  in  pofieffion  of  John 
P*rceivall ;  which  was  partof  Wiche's  lands,  and 
iffas  fold  by  William  Sneyd  to  Gawen  Legh  of 
Korthwood,  in  High-Legh^  35  Henry  VIII.  1543, 

before 
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bftfore  he-fold  the  reft  to  Darnel ;'  and  this  tcne^ 
nicnt  'afterwards  Richard  I>gh  of  Northwood, 
gcnddmah,  ibtd  (among  other  lanjds)  to  Peter  Ley- 
ccfterof  Tabfcy,  Eftj.  in  the  year  1633^  wjiofe 
Ion  now  ehjoyeth  the  fame,  4,  John  Swinton  of 
Nether-Kriutsford  hath  one  good'  tenement  here  i 
butpartof  it  lieth  in  Winfliam,  formerly  Crocket'f 
Irfhd  of  Nantwieh.  5.  John  Key  of  thc.Yate^  in 
Picmcre,  part  of  Crocket's  land  formerly.  6.  [ 
Peter  Dcanc  of  Over-Tablcy  hath  land  irj  Picmcflp, 
lately  bought  of  Key  of  the  Yate.  7.  Philip  Ari? 
tcrbus  of  Ovcr-Pcovcr,  one  dofe,  belonging  to  his 
free-hold  land  ih  Afton  juxta  Kcmcre.  8.  Sir 
George  Warburton  of  Arlev>  baronet,  hatt).abpUC 
one  acre  and  a  half,  in  poiKl&on  of  Robert  Deuf- 
bery  and  Thomas  Starkey  of  Feldy. 

The  other  moiety  of  Picmere,  together  with  tfce 
manor  of  Winfliam,  William  Venables  gave  tQ 
Maud  his  fitter  in  free-marriage,  to  be  held  by  the 
iervice  of  half  a  knight's  fee ;  whereunto  jR^oger 
Lacy/ conftable  of  cSe(hire,  is  awitnefsj  whuJi^ 
Roger  died  in  the  year  1,211,  15  John. 

This  Maud  had  two  Iiuibands -,  the  fir^  wa$ 
Raufe,  fon  of  Rogeri/the  £bcohd  wa^  Hugh  de 
Bixis,  or  Brixis.  This  Hugh  and  his  wife  grant 
to  Hugh  Venables  all  the  land  whicK  William  dc 
Offlcy  held  of  them.in  Picmere^  and  the  wardfhip 
of  the  children  of  Hugh,  fon  of  the  faid  VVilli^ip 
de  Ofilcy,.  till  they  come  to  fuch  age  as  to  govern 
the  faid  land.  '; 

Hugh  Venables  erants  to  Hugh  dc  Picmcre, 
and  his  heirs,  the  whole  moiety,  of  the  village  of 
Picmcre,  for  the  fame  fcrvice  contained  in  the 
deed  of  William  Venables,  iiis  father,  the  donor 
of  the  fame  lands.  This  wa^  in  the  time  of  Hehty 
III.  .   • 

Afterwards  William,  fon  of  Guy  of  Wjnfliam, 

grants  to  Henry,  fon  of  Hugb  de  ficmerc,  all 

5  F  2  his 
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his  rent  in.  the  towaibip  qf  Picm^je,  to^wiV  ^* 
id-  .vhich  he  yearly  x^ceived  from  Hugh  de  Pic^ 
xxtop^}  rendering  a  p^iy  of  white  gloy»  yearlyi  .  !' 
^And  Pagan,  ion  of  Raufe  4c  waflj^ys,  lord  of 
tvwflvp^  rc;leaieth  to  the  fai4  ^^nry»  ftti  Ms 
rmfcif  in  3s,  id,  retjf,  >vhich^.  received  of  the  Cud 
I^ry ;  ib  that  now  he  jb48,bnly  ttopay  gs^  id- 
y(^ly.iit)nx  faence^oi^ai^  and  a  p^ir  of  glomes, 
for  all  fervfccs  ^  atjid  thi5  Was  in  the  reign  of  £d- 
wwsJ.L...  .    ,  ,-   - 

'  HugH;Picraierc»  §on  of  Henry,  Was  feifed  of 
tl>|5  rpoijcty  i  whofe  ion  Itughbad  tfircc  dau^- 
tcfSflf^bel,  Alice,  ^d  Margaret,  f343-,  .and  in 
tM  year  13^6,  he  fettles  his  manor  of  Picmerey 
for  ^^t  of  heirs-male  of  his  body,  on  Hugh 
Bruyn  of  Stapleford,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  dau^- 
ter  of  the  faid  Hugh  Picmrrc." 

Margaret,  the  widow  of  Hugh  Bruyn  of  Pic- 
mere,  grants  to  Hugh  Hulfe  of  Ficmere,  all  Jiir 
l^nds  of  Picnuere,  42  Edward  III. 

-Thi^  Hu^  Hulfe  was  lieutcnant-juftice  of 
Cnefter  20  Richard  11.  to  Thomas  carl  of  Not- 
tingham, and  married  Ellen,  daughter  aiid  heir  of 
Hugh  Bruyn  and  Margaret,  36  Edward  III.  The 
nwriage  and  wardlhip  of  Ellen  was  granted  by 
Margaret,  her  mother,  to  David  Hulie,  vicar  of 
Great-Budworth,  to  marry  Hush,  fon  of  SybHl, 
daughter  of  William,  fon  of  Hugh  de  Noroery, 
36  Edward  III.  This  Sir  Hugh  Hulfe  dying  3 
Henry  V.  or  theteabouts,  it  was  found  by  inqui- 
fition,  that  he  died  feifcd,  of  fcven  mefluages  in 
Ficmere,  290  aqres  of  land,  and  20  acres  of  wood. 

Afterwards  John  Troutbadc,  Efq.  married 
Margery,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Hulfe,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 

And  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  Adam 
Troutback,  married  Jomi  Talbot  of  Albrighton, 
in  Shropfhire,  from  whom  thp  Talbots  of  Grafton, 

in 
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ia  Worceftcrlhire,  defcended,  whofe  pofteft^  at 

tsilbdr  earl  of  Shwwlbtfrjr  tells  iaM  hbian<&ln 
^icrtftve  (to  Wit,  thel««i«y'bf  fk:tti«ft)'vftn>hSl•■ 
tenallts  there,  in  the  year  1620,  every  tenant' buj^-' 
inghisoVrn;  &nd  Ui  arie.  b^coUie  |>krtidikr  t1tt^ 
holders  at  this  day,  1 6tf 6.  '         ,      "' 

ThoAias  Starkey'i  lands,  n6^  in^khittfe,  <wfete 
purcKafed  fteih  Kaitfe  B«ftotk  of  M6tiltort,  By 
John  S^key  his  father,  the  ,14th  of  Apnl*  i'6c^9> 
and  wa/bri^inally  giVeri  by  Hemy  dt  Ktmerej  an^ 
to  RichSfd  hii  youtigei-  fbh,  1  ida.  A'  parcel 
theWtof  Wis  given  to  the  fakl  Tlichal'd,  by  Hiij^ 
PicBierthii  elda- brother,  1^68.    '     '  ••■ 

PLUMLfit.  - 

ROGER  Manwaring:  gave  Phimlcy  to  the  nb^ 
bey  of  St.  Wcrburgh,  in  Chdler,  wheii  Tic 
made  his  fori  Widb  a  monk  there-,  Wiilimi^  ami 
Randte  hisfons  being  wicteiS^  :  whrdh  gfnriV,  With 
many  others,  Richard  carl  of  Cheftcr  cohftrmcil^ 
1119,  rpHehly  I. 

Thomas  de  Vcmon  "%aj  fecond  hnfbiind  of  Jorirt 
de  Loftock,  in  whofe  right  he  held  thefe  lAnds. 
Her  former  hufband  was  William  de  Toft,  young- 
^r  fon  6f  Roger  Toft  of  Toft  -,  the  poftcricy  or 
which  William  affurtcdttc  fumame  ot  Holford, 
fmm  thfc  place  of  their  relMence  at  Holford,  ac- 
cording to  the  ccrftom  of  thofe  ages. 

Rhis  place  or  h'amler,  cilfcd  Holford,  lieth  part 
in  Phimlcy,'  and  part  m  Loftbck-Gralam,  and 
hath  its  name  fitom  ttifc'Ford  which  runneth  im- 
der  the  manor-hall,  which,  becaufe  it  is  fituate  in  a 
Derne  Hole,  was  therefore  called  Holford,  as  if  you 
fliould  fay,  A  Ft/rd  in  a  Hole  -,  or  elfe,  from  the 
old  word  Jfalfy  whioh  we  now  call  Ffatt^  and  fo 

denotes 
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denotes  as  piuch  as  ATofd  under  the  Hall\  prpof^, 
fibly,.  frohp  the  old  wgrd //(?//,  An^ood\  for  tfeif 
the  ford  anciently  wasenvlroned  with  a  wood  roiii^d 

about*       .  .    .     "; 

.  AlltlictcnantisofPlumlcy,  at  this  day,  i^^'S^cIo 
fult  of  court  to  the  manor  of  Barnfliaw,  wnicJi  for- 
cnerlv  iDelonged  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Wca-biirgh,  lii 
Chefter,  by t  was  bought  by  Manwaring  of  Cann* 
cham  fincj^ithe  di0blution  of  abbies  in  £ng]aAS[); . 

Agncs>  the  daughter  of  \yakhef  de  Plumley  b\^ 
Henry  her  fon,  by  fine  at  Chefter,  2  fedward  t\ 
<274,  paflcth  the  eighth-part  of  Plumley  untp 
Thomas  Smith  of  Phimle)-,  and  to  William.  hU 
fon.  This  William,  in  his  feal,  calls  himfelf  Wil- 
liam, the  fon  of  Cicely  de  Plumley. 

And  by  another  fine,  2  Edward  I.  the  fame  Ag- 
nes paileth  over  one  other  eighth-part  of  Plumley 
ynco  Tichard  Sladehurit  of  Plumley,  and  Lettkc 
his  wife.-,  y^)^\^\i  Lettice,  in  her  feal,  calls  Herj^ 
the  dfiug^^cr  of  William  de  Plumley. 

I  finaalfothat  William  Mobberley  of  Mpbbcr- 
ley  had  certain  lands  in  Plumley,  about  Edward 
II.  which  were  hdd  of  the  baron  of  Halton,  by 
the  yearly  rent  of  a  pair  of  white  fpurs,  or  fix- 
pence. 

And  Sir  Taufc  Mobberley  of  Mobberley  gayc 
his  manor  in  Plumley  unto  Thomas  Toft,  and 
Margaret  his  wife,  and  their  heirs,  1357.  One 
half  of  thefe  lands  now  belong  to  Leyceftcr  of 
I'ablcy,  and  the  other  half  to  Bradfhaw  of  Tar- 
pic,  as  you  may  fee  more  at  large  in  Mobberley. 

So  that  now,  1666,  the  whole  townfhip  of  Plum- 
ley is  enjoyed  by  thefe  perfons  following : 

Thomas  Cholmondelcy  of  Holford,  Efq.  and 
James  Flolford  of  Newborough,  in  Dutton,  have 
one  moiety  of  Plumley  between  them. 

The  other  moiety  is  enjoyed  by  thefe  perfons 
following : 

I.  Sir 
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I  •  Sir  Peteir  Leyceftci-  of  NctKer-Tablcy,  bat 6- 
nety  hath  five  tenements  here,  now  in  pofiefTion  ojf 
Robert  Mafly,  Geffrey  Wri^t,  Williaih  Ridger^' 
way,  Thomas  Wright^  and  TThomas  Hbugh^  i'. 
Mr.  Bradfhaw  of  Marplc,  a  good  farm,  in  poflct 
Con  of  Thomas  Buckley.  3.  The  land  late  Lit^ 
Icr's  of  Wallers-cote,  near  Northwich,  three  te- 
nements, in  polteflion  of  Hiigh  Yancs;  Humfrey 
Mere,  and  widow  Bebington,  4.  George  Ley- 
ccfter  of  Toft,  Efq.  one  tenement,  in  pofleQion  oif 
William  Highfield.  5.  Robert  Venablcs  of  An- 
terbus,  in  Over-Whitley,  hath  three  clofes  in  Pluoir 
Jey,  in  pofleffion  of  Raufe  Henfliaw.  6.  Rey- 
nolds of  Middle wich  (l^e  belonging  to  Boftock 
of  Moulton)  one  tenement.  In  poITelEon  of  Raufe 
Newhall,  at  the  end  of  Plumley-mo6r.  y.  John 
HallpfNorley,  onctcnerhent  in  Plumleyi  in  pof- 
feflion  of  John  Kirkman.  8.  Manwaring  of 
Pcover's  land  (fold  to  Holford  of  Holford),  one 
tenement  at  the  fide  of  Plumley-moor,  in  poffcfr 
fion  of  Richard  Eaton.  9.  Earl  of  Bridgew'ater, 
a  fmall  parcel,  about  four  Chefliire  acres! 

The  Defcent  of  Holford  of  Holfohd. 

I.  William  Toff,  younger  fon  of  Roger  de  Toft, 
lord  of  Toft,  married  Joan,  daughter  of  Richard 
de  Loftock,  and  fifter  and  heir  to  Richard  and 
Thomas  her  brothers,  .1277,  by  whom  he  had 
jffue  Roger  de  Holford,  Henry,  and  Walter. 

After  the  death  of  William  Toft,  Joan  married 
Thomas  Vernon,  about  the  year  1316,  and  had  if- 
fue  by  Thomas,  Richard  Vernon,  from  whom  the 
Vcrnons  of  Haflington  in  Chelhire. 

And  after  the  death  of  Thomas  Verrtori,  flic 
married  William  Hallum  of  Hallum,  in  Newton 
juxta  Darefljcry,  in  the  year  1337, 

II.  Roger  de  Holford,  fon  and  heir  of  William 
Toft  and  Joan  Loftock,.living  1 3 1 6.     He  aflumed 

-  the 
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the  fumame  of  Holford  from  the  place  of  bis  re-i 
fidcnce,  as  was  the  manDct  of  thole  agps ;  wliicb 
furname  his  pofteritjr  ever  fince  retained,  1666. 

He  married  Margery,  daughter  of  Richard  ie 
Difpenier ;  but  died  without  iflue,  1 330; 

ni.  Henry  Holford,  brother  and  heir  to  Roger, 

married  Margery,  daughter  of ,  and  had  ifluc 

William,  eldeft  fon-,  and  Roger  Holford,  youngtr 
Ion,  to  whom  his  father  gave  lands  in  Plumley, 

1344:  . 

William  Holford,  fon  and  heir  of  Henry,  had 
to  wife  Ifabel,  daughter  of  — ,  arid  had  ifluc  John 
Holford,  ton  and  heir. 

This  William  died  in  the  life-time  of  his  fa- 
ther.    Ifabel  his  widow  was  living  1347. 

IV.  John  Holford  of  Holford,  fon  and  heir  of 
William,  married  Joan,  daughter  of  Roger  Bruyn 
of  Staplcford,  1 347,  and  hadinue  Thomas  Holford. 

This  Jolin  recovered  the  manor  of  Holford  a- 
gainft  Richard  Vernon  of  Loftock-Gralam,  42  Ed. 
IIL  and  fealed  ufually  with  his  coat  of  arnis,  to 
wit,  J  Cbeveron  between  three  Text  Tees\  which 
Cbeveron  gives  the  diftinftion  from  Toft  of  Toft> 
who  bears  tliat  coat  without  a  Cbeveron. 

This  John  Holford  died  1408. 

Thomas  Holford,  fon  and  heir  of  John,  married 
Alice,  daughter  of  William  Buckley  of  Oatewprth, 
and  died  before  his  father,  to  wir,  1 2  Richard  II . 
leaving  iflue  William  Holford. 

V,  Williarii  Holford  of  Holford,  fon  and  heir 
of  Thomas,  living  1423.  He  married  Margaret^ 
daughter  of  Richard  Venables  of  Kinderton  j  and 
had  iflue  Thomas,  fon  and  heir  ;  John,  and  Hugh ; 
Jonet,  wife  of  Randlc  Brereton  of  Malpas  ;  and 
Margery. 

This  William  Holford  died  1459, 
VL  Thomas  Holford  of  Holford,  Efq.  fon  and 
ieir  of  William,  married  Joan,  daughter  of  Ri-. 

chard 
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chard  Leghde  Weft-hall,  in  High-Lcgh,  and  hajl 
iflTuc  Thomas  Holford. 

This  Thomas  Holford  died  in  1464. 

VII.  Thomas  Holford  of  Holford,  the  younger, 
Efq.  fon  and  heir  of  Thomas  the  elder,  married 
Maud,  a  daughter  of  William  Buckley  Dcjputy- 
Judge  of  Chefter,  1^4^,  and  had  iffue,  Greorgc 
Holford,  fon  and  heir  j  Randle  Holford,  fecond 
fon,  who  had  iflue  Humphrey  and  Richard  ;  Ro- 
bert Holford,  third  fon  of  Thomas,  who  had  iflue 
John,  Philip,  Bartholomew,  Owen,  Matthew,  and 
Bryan. 

This  Thomas  died  about  1473. 

VIII.  Sir  George  Holford,  of  Holford,  knight, 
fon  and  heir  of  Thomas,  married  Ifabel  widow  to 
I^awrencc  Warren  of  t^ointon  in  Chcfliire,  and 
daughter  of  Robert  Leghof  Adlin^ton,  Efq.  1475, 
and  liad  iflue  John  Holford,  fon  and  heir  j  Gcx)rgc 
Holford,  another  fon,  22  Henry  Vll.  Conftancc 
married  William  fon  of  Edward  Bradfliaw,  1511/ 

Sir  George  had  four  baftard  fons;  Thomas;  Ar- 
thur, from  whom  the  Holfords  of  Daycnhami 
Raute,  and  Robert;,  alfo  Ellen  a bafe  daughter ; 
all  living  22  Hen.  VII. 

Sir  George  wasflieriflTpf  Chefliire,  1524.  He 
bore  Loftock's  coat  in  his  feal,  to  wit,  A  Greyhound^ 
over  which,  corner- ways,  on  the  dexter  angle  of  the 
efcutcheon,  on  a  helmet,  wreath,  and  mantle,  a 
Greyhound^s  Head  Couped;  written  about  the  feal, 
—S.  GEORGII  HOLFORD  MTLITIS. 

IX.  Sir  John  Holford  of  Holford,  knight,  foit 
and  heir  of  Sir  George,  married  Margery  fole 
daughter  and  heir  of  Raufe  Brercton  of  Ifcoit,  in 
Flintfliire,  not  far  from  Whitchurch,  in  Shropfliire, 
1507,  and  had  iflue*Thomas  Holford,  fon  and  heir; 
Chrilloplicr  Holford,  younger  fon,  married  Mar- 
garet daughter  of  Thomas  tjanyell  of  O  vcr-Tabley, 
Ffq.  1555,  from  whom  the  Holfords  of  London 

/;  G  and 
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^d  Effex ;  Alice,  a  daughter,  married  Piers  Lqr- 
Gcfter  of  Nether-Tabley,  Efq.  1529. 

I  find  he  was  knight  21  Henry  vIII.  He  was 
(heriffof  Chefhire,  1541.  And  he  died  about  1545. 
For  Margery  his  widow  married  Sir  Henry  Sa- 
chcvercU  of  Moreley,  in  Derbyfhire,  1547. 

X.  Thomas  Holford  of  Holford,  Efq.  fon  and 
heir  of  Sir  John,  married  Margaret  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Butler  of  Bewfy,  in  Lancalhire,  ncaf- 
Warrington  •,  by  wh<G^  he  had  iflue  Chriftopher, 
ion  and  heir. 

After  the  death  of  Margaret,  he  married  Jane 
^  widow  of  Hugh  Dutton,  fon  and  heir  of  Sfr 
Piers  Dutton  of  Duttoq  ^nd  Hatton  both,  and 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Booth  of  Dunham-Maffy  \ 
by  whom  Tic  had  iffuc  George  Holford  ofNew^ 
bofough,  in  Dutton,  mntleman;  Thomas,  and 
John  \  alfo  Ellen,  married  to  John  Carrington  df 
Carrington  in  Cheftiire,  Efq.  Dorothy,  married  to 
John  Sruyn  in  Stapkford  in  Chefhire,  Efq.  and 
Elizabeth,  married  to  Charles  Manwaring  or  Crox- 
Con  in  Chefhire,  Efq.  1560. 

This  Thomas  Holford  died  September  24, 1569, 

XI.  Chriftopher  Holfbrd  of  Holford,  Efq.  fon 
and  heir  of  Thomas,  had  alfo  two  wives. 

Thefirfl  was  Anne,  daughter  of  Hugh  Dutton 
and  Jane  aforefaid ;  by  whom  he  had  iffue  Thomas 
Holford.    John  and  Anne  died  young. 

The  fecond  wife  of  Chriftopher  was  Elizabeth 
the  widow  of  Peter  Shakerley  of  Houlme  juxta 
Nether-Peover,  and  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Sir 
Handle  Manwaring  of  Over-Pcovcr.  She  married 
this  Chriftopher  the  13th  of  July,  1561,  and  had 
ifTue  by  him  Mary  Holford,  baptifcd  at  Nether- 
Peover  the  20th  of  January,  1562,  who  becanije 
ibie  heir  to  her  father. 

Thomas  Holford,  te  and  heir  of  Chriftopher, 
mcn-icd  Dorothy  daughter  of  Peter  Shakerley  of 

Houlme, 
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Houlme,  Efq.  and  Elizabeth  afordaid  the  13th  of 
July,  1 56 1.  But  Thomas  died  without  iflue,  and 
was  buried  at  Ncther-Pcover  the  25th  of  February 
then  next  following ;  and  Dorothy  his  widow  after- 
wards married  Adam  Leyceftcr  of  Tabley,  Efq, 
the  ninth  of  January,  1582. 

Chriftopher  Hv)lford,£fq.  died  the  27th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1581. 

XII.  Sir  Hugh  Cholmondeley^  of  Cholmonde- 
ley  in  Chelhire,  the  younser,  married  Mary  dauffh- 
ter  and  fole  heir  of  Chriftopher  Holford,  q£  HoU 
ford  aforefaid,  aiid  had  ifTue  Robert  Lord  ChoU 
mondelev;  Hattoii  Cholmondeley,  fecond  ion; 
who  diea  at  London,  1605  \  Hugh  Cholmondeley, 
third  fon,  who  died  before  his  eldeft  brother,  whofe 
ifTue  afterwards  became-:  heirs  to  Cholmondeley- 
lands-,  Thomas  CholmoAdeky,  fourth  fon,  froAi 
whom  the  Cholmondeleys  of  Vale^Royal  in  Che-- 
Ihirc  i  Francis  died  in  his  .«fancy ;  Mary,  dkic(i 
daughter,  married  Sir  George  Calyeley,  of  Lea,; 
nigh  Eaton-boat:  Lettice  m^ed  Sir  Richard 
Grofvenor,  of  Eaton-boat,  afterwards  baroneti  jand 
Frances,  youngpft  daughter,  was  fecond  wife  to 
Peter  Venables,  of  Kinderton,  Efq.  comcnonly 
called  baron  of  Kinderton.  .       . 

Betweert  this  Lady  Mary  Cholmondeley^  Und 
George  Holford,  of  N^borough,  in  Dutronj  bror 
ther  to  Chriftopher  Holford,  and  now  next  heir-^ 
male  of  the  Holfords,,  happened  long  and  tedious 
fuics  concerning  Holford-lands,  which  continued 
above  forty  years  •,  at  laft  the  matter  was  compofed 
by  mediation  of  friends,  and  the  lands  parted  be- 
tween them.  The  Lady  Cholmondeley  had  the 
manor-houfe  of  Hplford,  with  the  demefne  lands 
thereof-,  and  Gedrge  Holford' had  thcL/nanor  of 
Ifcoit  in  Flintfhire  :  ThQ,<Jpnds  and  teoeiDents  in 
Loftock  Gralam^  Pluml^y,  and  Nether-Eleover, 
562  were 
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were  parted  promifcuoufly,.as  they  are  now  eii- 
joyed,  1666. 

This  George  Holford  married  Jane  daughter 
and  heir  of  Charles  Awbrey,  of  CantrifF,  in  Brcck- 
nockfhire,  and  widow  of  Henry  Mafterfon  ;  and 
by  her  had  iffue  Thomas  Holford  and  John,  twins, 
Edward,  third  fon-,  Peter,  fourth  fon  j  George, 
Charles,  and  William:  Alfo  Mary,  married  to, 
William  Harcourt  of  Winfnaw,  gentleman,  1629, 
both  yet  living,  1666. 

'  George  Holford,  of  Newborough,  died  1635, 
and  Thonias  Holford,  of  Ifcoit,  fon  and  heir  of 
the  faid  George,  died  without  ifluc-male :  Where- 
fore his  inheritance  is  defccnded  now  unto  James 
Holford,  of  Newborough,  fon  and  heir  of  Peter, 
fourth  fon  of  George  ^  for  all  the  other  brothers 
of  Peter  died  without  iflue ;  biit  the  manor  of 
Ifcoit  was  fold  by  Thomas  Holford,  eldeft  brother, 
unto  one  Mr.  Adams  of  London. 

The  I.ady  Mary  Cholmondeley  furvived  her 
hufband,  and  lived  at  hermanor-houfe  of  Hoi- 
ford,  which  (he  built  anew,  repaired,  and  en- 
larged, and  where  fhe  died  about  1625,  aged  63 
years,  or  thereabouts.  King  James  termed  her 
The  Bold  Lady  of  Chejhire. 

So  ended  the  Family  of  Holford  of  Holford. 

XIII.  Robert  Cholmondeley  of  Cholmondeley, 
fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Hugh  and  Mary  Holford  his 
wife,  was  created  baronet  in  June,  161 1,  and  af- 
ter created  vifcount  Cholmondeley  of  Kells  in  Ire- 
land, about  1635,  and  laftly  lord  Cholmondeley, 
baron  of  Wich-Malbeng,  i.  e.  Nantwich,  in  Che- 
fhire,  and  alfo  earl  of  Leinfter  in  Ireland,  5th  day 
of  March,  1645. 

He  married  Catherine  filler  of  Charles  lord  Stan- 
hope of  Harrington,  but  had  no  iffue  by  her. 

This  Robert  Lord  Cholmondeley  died  1659, 
aged  TS  years,  without  any  lawful  iffue  of  his  bo- 
dy j 
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dy  -,  leaving  Robert,  cldeft  fon  of  Hugh  Cholmon- 
dcley  his  brother,  to  llicceed  in  his  inheritance : 
Which  Robert  was  created  vifcount  Kells  in  the 
county  of  Meath,  in  the  kingdomof  Ireland,  March, 
29^  1661.  V 

But  this  Robert  earl  of  Leinftcr,  cftated  Hot. 
ford-lands  (which  came  by  his  mother)  on  Tho- 
mas Cholmondclcy,  His  fon  by  one  Mrs.  Goldfton, 
to  whom  (as  feme  think)  he  was  affianced,  thougli 
never  married  to  her. 

XIV,  Thomas  Cholmondeley,  o^Holford,  Efq.; 
fon  to  Robert  earl  of  Leinfter,  married  Jane  daugh- 
ter of  Edward  Holland,. of  Eyton^  in  Lancafliinc,: 
Efq.  and  had  i^ue  Robert  Cholmondeley,  eldefl: 
fon,  aged  fifteen  years,  1667  ;  Thon\as  Chohnori- 
deley,  fccond  fon  j  Richard,  third  fonj-died  young, 
in  the  year  1 665. 

This  Thomas  Cholmondeley  died  at  Holford, 
the  6th  of  January,  1667,  and  was  buried  at  Ne-, 
ther-Peover,  on  Thurfday  the  fixteenth  day  of 
January  following;  of  whom  Mr,  Kent,  his  chap- 
lain, in  the  funeral  fermon,  truly  obferved.  That 
be  was  a  loyal  SiibjeHy  a  good  Hujband^  a  good  Fat  her ^ 
a  good  Majler^  a  good  Landlord^  agoodneighbour^a 
good  Friend  J  a  good  CJbriJiian,  and  a  good  Man. 

Preston  juxta  Dutton. 

THIS  townfhip  of  Prefton  was  purchafed  by. 
Hugh  Dutton  of  Dutton,  from  Henry  dc 
Nuers  and  Julian  his  wife ;  rendering  eight  (hil- 
lings yearly  at  the  Feaft  of  St.  Martin.  And  Hugh 
Dutton  gave,  befides,  five  marks  of  filver ;  like- 
wife  a  black  palfrey  and  a  gold  ring  to  the  aforefaid 
Julian.     This  was  about  king  John's  reign. 
Charterers  in  Prefton,  1666. 
I.  Thomas  Barker,  of  Prefton,      2.  Thomas. 
Baxter,  of  Prefton. 

ROSTHORNE. 
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ROSTIIORNE. 

HERE  is  an  ancient  parifh-church,  dedicatee! 
to  St.  Mary  ^  tbeir  wakes  or  feaft  of  dedka- 
tion  being  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Auguft. 

That 'there  Was  a  church  at  Rofthorne  before  thee 
year  ii8^,  appears  by  a  deed,  coUe&ed  by  Samp^ 
fon  Erdefwick,  of  Sond,  in  Sufibrdfhire,  out  o^ 
the  evidences  of  Venablcs  of  Kinderton. 

Hugh  Nbvant  was  coniccrated  bilhop  of  Coven- 
try, II 88*     So  Hoveden,  in  his  hilbory. 

But  the  advowfon  of  Rofthorne  church  came  af- 
terwards to  Mafley  of  Tatton  ;  and  Sir  Richard 
Mafley,  of  Tatton,  rel<;afed  all  his  right  in  the, 
advowfon  of  St.  Mary's  church  of  Rofthorne  un- 
to Sir  Hugh  Venablcs  of  Kinderton,  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Firft. 

And  ever  fince  the  barons  of  Kinderton  have 
been  patrons  thereof,  to  this  day,  1666. 

The  ftecple  of  this  church  was  built  of  ftonc  in 
the  year  1533,  as  appears  by  the  figures  cut  in 
ftone  on  the  fouthfidc  of  the  faid  fteeple. 

This  town  of  Rofthorne  was  held  in  the  Con- 
queror's time  by  Gilbert  Venablcs  Baron  of  Kin- 
derton, as  appears  in  Domefday  Book. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  or  thereabouts, 
the  daughters  and  heirs  of  Humphrey  de  Roft- 
horne, granted  all  theirlands  in  Rofthorne  to  Rob- 
bcrt  de  Manwaring. 

John  Legh  of  Booths,  fon  of  William  Vena- 
blcs of  Bradwell,  by  Agnes  his  fecond  wife,  receiv-. 
cd  from  his  father,  William  Venablcs,  all  thcfe 
lands  in  Rofthorne ;  and  they  were  confirmed  unto 
him  by  William,  foh  of  William  Vcrtables  of  Brad- 
well,  half-brother  to  the  faid  John"  Legh, 

And  thefe  lands  in  Rofthorne,  here  given  to  John 

Legh, 
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Legh  (as  I  take  it),  were  a  moiety  of  Rofthorne ; 
and  Legh  of  Booths  hath  this  moiety  at  this  day, 
1666. 

William  Chanu  granted  to  Richard,  fon  of 
Richard  Gierke  de  Rofthorne,  in  fee,  all  his  riglii: 
in  one  oxgang  of  land  in  Rofthorne.  -    % 

Richard  Bruncrort  gave  to  Richard  .Mafley,  fon 
of  Sir  William  Ma0ey,  knight,  certain  lands  in 
Rofthorne,  in  exchange  for  lands  in  Quiter-hall, 
towards  the  bounds  of  Nprlhagh,  in  Tatton. 

The  prior  and  convent  of  Norton  gave  to  3ir 
Richard  Mafley,  knight,  the  homage  and  the  fer- 
viccofthelandsof Henry theHuoter,  in  Rofthorne. 
This  was  made  in  the  year  1286,  or  thereaboutf. 

Robert  Mafley  lord  of  Tatton,  and  JohnLeglbt 
of  Booths,  made  an  ^reement  and  partition ;  (9 
each  a  moiety  of  Rofthorne-Mill,  and  to  each  the 
muldhire  of  their  own  tenements :  They  exchanged 
land,  and  releafed  rent  to  each  other  •,  and  Legh  was 
to  hold  a  fourth  part  of  Rofthorne  of  Robert  Maf- 
fey  in  fee,  by  the  yearly  rent  of  twelve-pence. 

So  that  Mafley  of  Tatton  was  lord  of  the  other 
moiety  of  Rofthorne,  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Edw. 
the  Firftj  if  not  the  royalty  of  the  whole. 

Charterers  in  Rofthorne,  1666, 

I.  George  Mafley,  of  Denfield,  whofe  anceftors 
defcended  from  the  Mafleys  of  Tatton,  under  Ed- 
ward the  Third.    2.  Edward  Allen,  of  Rofthorne, 

RuNCOR.K  Superior  and  Inferior.     . 

THESE  two  townihlps,  now  diftinguiihedin<^ 
to  Over-Runcorn  and  Nether-Runcorn,  are 
mi^  together  in  our  common  Mize-book,  and 
arc  very  hanl  mixed. 

Here  at.  Runcorn  that  magnanimous  Virago, 

Elflcdc, 
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Elflede,  countels  of  Mercia,  and  widow  to  Ethcl- 
red  the  chief  governor  of  Mcrcia,  and  fifter  W 
king  Edward  the  Elder,  did  build  a  town  in  the 
year  916 ;  probably  it  was  then  in  a  more  flburilh- 
ing  condition  than  now  it  is  :  for  now  it  is  a  vtrjr 
poor  village,  and  feems  to  have  been  waftc!  in 
the  Conqueror's  time  j  for  it  is  not  mentioned  in 
Doniefday-bck>k,  .  '" 

Both   thefe   townfliips   comprehend    not    fully 
three  hundred- Chefhirc  acres,  upon  a  furvq^   of-^ 
the  afffflbrs  made  by  cftimation  in  the  time  of  t)ur' 
late  war. 

.  Thefe  WzzU  villages  arc  both  of  the  fee  bf-che 
ancient  barony  of  Halton,.  and  were  formerly  co- 
pyhold lands  to  the  manor  of  Flalton,  until  the 
Icveral  owners  bought  out  their  lands  in  fee-farmJ 
to  hold  in  free  and  common  foecagc  of  the  man6r 
of  Enficlci,  in  Middlclex  -,  the  king's  grant  beariiig 
date  the  9ih  of  September,  1628. 
■  Some  lands  in  thefe  townfliips  are  ancient  free- 
hold land  :  for  Sir  Hugh  Dutton  of  Dutton,"  hj 
office  taken  at  Frodfliam,  1294,  v;as  found  rb  hold 
feven  bovatcs  of  land  in  Runcorn,  v/ith  other 
lands,  of  the  honour  of  Halton  •,  which  are  termed 
the  third  part  of  Ovcr-Kuncorn,  in  the  feodary 
ot  Halton,  at  the  end  of  Halton  :  but  thefe  lands 
v.cre  fold  lately  by  Gilbert  lord  Gerard,  unto 
Siivage  of  Rock-Savage,  in  the  reign  of  king 
James. 

Here  is  featcd,  on  the  banks  by  tlic  river-fide^ 
an  ancient  parifh-church,  Allhaiiows  of  Nether- 
Runcorn,  dedicated  to  All-Saints. 

William,  fon  of  Nigcll,  barun  of  Halton, 
founded  here  a  houfe  of  canons  regular,  in  tli^ 
year  1133,  and  afterwards  William,  conftable 
of  Chefliire,  tlic  Younger^  fon  of  William,  fon  of 
Nigcil,  removeci  their  habitation  unto  Norton^ 
about  the  rtign  of  king  Stephen.  All  whidh  do- 
nations 
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my^nk.  «f  William  coaftable  of  Chefliii^,  fU 
Youiigoi^  mdi4o£  cbe  churches  of  Runcomsbid 
Great-Budworohi,  aod  many  odi^  things,-  Henrys 
i6e  &nnid  ooafimiB  to  the  canons  of  Riuux^. 
^  .Sce.«ore  of  the  Fiioiy  of  Norcon,  of  the  ofdorr 
of  St.  Auguftine^  fupra,  in  Norton. 
'  •Thechurchof  Runcorn  feems'toha^been  before 
tlie  NormaA  Conqtieffi:  for  we  r^  in  the  anciciit! 
ndlv:  dun:  NigblW  banon  of  Halilon,  gave'  ^i 
c-hurdi  of  Runcorn  to  Wdlfaich^  a  prieft  his  brot*- 
thstv  ua  the  reign  of  die  Conqueror. 

lliis: church  bach  now  for  iti  patnm  ChtifU 
churck  QoHego^  in  Oxford:  Am:  after  the  ftatim- 
o£.  didbhitiofl  of  abbej^s^  Henry'  the  jEi^hthjmfcf 
the  wAbry  of :HunGoni,and  tlie  n&wf  of  GmaiO 
ifodirorak  in  XShefhiie,  unto  Ghrift-chwch  W 
Qxfbniv^by''  ^pciai^  gmat,  dat^  December,  gftf 
H:dnrf/the£i0hdi,  whkh  before  belotigsd  to  tm* 
priojry-of  Norton/  * 

'■  Thii  parUh^  ^omprehendeth  th/eSt  villages  £b&** 
hmmg^rvia^vWefton^  Runeom  Suptrior  and  InSsi^ 
pibrr^Cltfion;  nMr)ibck^Sa^ragff(  Haltons  Norton^; 
and'Stoekham^  Wideb  the  parochial 'chapelries  of 
DtaffiftUiyv  and!  AfltonjuMSa  Sutton. 


S' 


Sa£8. 

AL£  is  not  in  the  record  of  DomeBay-book. 

Tke  town  of  Sale  is  of  the  fee  of  Hakon. 

Here  is  icated  the  ancieot  family  of  the  Maffiyt 

of  SUc^  witioh  txanohed  out  frcxn  the  Maflfeyir 

baraols  of  DunhanirMalley,  about  the  re^n  of 

king  John  :£br  I  fi,nd.  Richard  Mafley,  ioa  of 

Robert  Maflby,  pofleiftd  of  lands  in  Sale  under 

Henrv  III.  which  Robert  was  yoJiangqr  fon  of 'Ha- 

inm  Mafley,  baron  of  Dunham-Mafley ;  and  this 

£imily  of  Sale  is  dill  continuing^  1666. 

luijic  offices  of  Maffey  of  Sale,  he  is  found  to 

5  H  hold 
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hold  the  moiety  of  Sale  of  W^rluirton  of  Arlcy.i. 
^nd  fome  of  them  have  been  ward  unco  Warbiir« 
ton :  but  wardihips  are  now  cakeaoff.  ;  ..r. 
.  And  as  MaflTey  was  poflefled  of.  one  moiety*  fo 
the.other.  lands  in  Sale  are  pofleffed  2t  thjsjdtys 
1666,  by  thclc  perfons  following;  .;.  ;  ,,  .^c.-. 
'  i.  Edward  Hok  of  Sale,  wli^re  lands  in \Sale 
his  anccftor  Holt,  fon  of  Robert,  bafc  fon  of  Gcf^: 
frey  Holt,  had  in  marriage  with  Ellen,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Thomas  Sale  of  Sale,  1397  :  the  ori- 
ginals in  pofTeifion  of  EdwahlHoltof  Salej.ii66|5:. 
2«  The  lord  Delamere  of  Dunham-rMafTcy  hsfch 
leren  tenements  in  Sale:  thefe  were  paixcl  of 
Holt's  lands,  and ;  were  purchaiibd  by  Sir  George 
Booth  of  Dunham-MafTey^.from  Thomas  Holt  of 
Whickkfwick  in*  Lancaihire,  arid  Handle  Hole* 
bis  fon,  Auguft  4,  1604,  being  then  twelve  mef-. 
fuages  and  cottages,  with  four-pence  rent  yearly, 
iffuing  out  of  the  lands  in  Sale  then  in  the  tenure 
of  George  Maffey  ;  and  alfo  four-pence  rent  then 
iffuing  out  of  Thomas  Wrenfhaw's,  tenement,-  nof^ 
the  lands  of  Sir  Edward  Mofeley  of  Howe&nd,.in 
Lancafliire,  lately  deceafed.  3.  Geffrtfy  ^G^t-s. 
wrighr,  gentleman :  his  lands:  inSalfc  were  former-^ 
ly  lx>ught  from  Mafiey  of  Sale.  4.  William  Wil- 
liamfon  of  Sale.  5.  Richard  Wrenlhaw  of  Sale. 
6.  The  lands  of  Sir  Edward  Mofeley,  lately  de- 
ceafed ;  to  wit,  five  meffuagcs  and  cottages  g^ 
Sale,  now  in  leafe  ;  and  pays  four-pence  chilf- 
rent  yearly  to  Mr.  Maffey  of  Sale.  y.  Mr.  Ge- 
rard of  Riddings,  in  Timperley,  three  fmall  cot- 
tages in  Sale,  now  in  Icafe,  late  Vawdrey's  land. 
8.  Edward  Lcgh  of  Baggiley,  Elq.  hath  one;  finali 
cottage  in  Sale,  now  in  leafe.  9.  Robert  Tatton 
of  Wittenfiiaw,  £!fq.  hath  certain  lands  in  Sale, 
now  in  leaie,  and  pays  three  (hillings  and  four- 
pence  yearly  rent  to  Mr.  Maffey  of  Sale.     lo. 

James 
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Jainei  Wren(baw  cff  Limme,  One  tenement  in  Sale, 
now  leafedr  CO  Thomas  Davies. 

So  that  it  iecms  Mafley  of  Sale  had  anciently 
one  moiety  of  Sale,  and  Holt  another,  thQugh  not 
ibattered  as  afbrefaid :  For  thele  other  parcels  came 
ibme  from  the  one  and  fome  from  the  other,  origir 
nally.i 

Stockham* 

THIS  townihip  of  Stockham  belonged  to. the 
priory  of  Norton,  and  was  {)urchafed  from 
the  king  by  Richard  Brooke,  Elq.  25459  with 
Norton,  and  other  lands  ^Ifo.*,  whofe  poitcrity  en- 
joyeth  the  fame  to  this  day,  1666. 
In  Stockham  is  no  charterer  at  alh 


Stretton. 

THIS  townihip  of  Stretton  hath  for  long  time 
belongied  to  the  Starkeys,  fince  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.  tor  Rog^r  Fitz-Alured  granted  Stret- 
ton CO  Richard  Starkey  and  his  heirs  -,  to  hold 
as  freely  as  any  of  the  faid  Richard's  ancellors 
(ever  held  the  fame  j  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  tenth 
part  of  a  knight's  fee^  this  was  in  the  reign  of 
king  Johji. 

I'his  Roger  Fit?-Aluncd's  daughter  and  heir; 
called  Agnes,  married  Adam  de  Dutton  the  an- 
ceftor  of  Warburton  of  Arjcy, 

So  that  it  (hould  feem  to  be  held  originally  from 
th^  baron  of  Halcon  :  3ut  I  find  it  not  mentioned 
in  Domefday-book  ;  probably  it  was  then  wafte. 

And  Sir  Geffrey  de  Warburton  releafed  unto 

Thomas  Starkey  of  Stretton,  and  to  his  heirs,  all 

hi«  claim  in  Villa  de  Stretton.     Yet  notwithftand- 

ing  the  faid  Thomas  and  his  heirs  (hall  pay  yearly 

5  H  a  'to 


to  theftSd  Sir  Gd&ejr,  tad  histKi^k,  «M  pKfrMf 
white  gloves  on  Eafter-<lay,  for  aUftrvicCi  The 
6r%inS  hereof  was  in  poflfeffion  of  Stkrkey  of  Sciet- 
toft,  of  the  Lower-hall,  1650,  fealed  with  Warbiir- 
con's  ^roptjs  coat  of  amis,  ^hich  heiiflbnted  upon 
taking  the  fufnanse  of  Warbuiton  ^  to  wi  t^  ?«^  Cie- 
viTcns^  and  in  a  Canton^  a  Mollet  \  infcribed«^>Nc 
the  fcaU— 5/G/ZL.  GALFRIDI  BE  WARBUfi'^ 
TON.  Sundry  of  the  like  have  I  fecn  to  deeds  of 
Edward  the  Third's  time. 

The  8()iFkeys  of  Stretton  branched  iato  tl^6 
families  here  in  Stretton  a  long  time  agp^  the 
Lowor-hall,  and  the  Over-hall. 

Starkey  of  Over-hall,  in  Stretton,  is  defcendei 
of  a  vounger  fon  of  Sourkey  of  the  Lfiwer-hall, 
and  branched  out  fkft  about  16  Edward  L  iz8j. 
Handle  Starkey,  the  firft  of  the  family  of  the 
Over-hall,  being  younger  brother  to  Richard  Star- 
key  of  the  Nether-hall,  lord  of  Stretton,  both  liv- 
ing 1309.    . 

So  that  Starkw  of  the  Lower-hall  is  the  original 
root,  a/id  lord  or  the  manor  of  Stretton  ;  but  now 
lately  in  our  days  hath  fold  a  good  parcel  jof  the 
dcmefne  of  the  Lower-hall,  called  Mofs-Wood, 
unto  R^ufe  Jackfon  of  Crowley  -,  whofe  fon  Tho- 
mas Jackfon,  now  of  Mofs-Wood,  1665,  enjoyeth 
the  fame. 

Alfo  one  George  Webfter,  alias  Bromfield, 
hath  lately  bought  another  part  of  the  demefne 
of  Lower-hall. 

And  William  Southern,  late  of  Hatton,  hath 
bought  fevcral  tencmeftls  in  Stretton  from  Starkey 
of  the  Lower-hall :  fo  that  this  ancient  family  is 
now  langiiifhing,  from  whence  alfo  branched  the 
StarkeysofWrenbury,  and  the  Starkeys  ofOul- 
tbn  in  Chcfliire,  and  other  families^  originally. 

In  this  town  of  Stretton  is  an  ancient  chapel 
of  eafe,  within  the  parifli  of  Great-Budworth,  call- 
ed 


/ 
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in  decay,  1666. 


SUTTON,  near  Frodfham,  b  not  mentien- 
ed  in  Dbmerday-book :  It  is  of  the  fte  of 
Halton. 

Adam  dc  t)utton,  younger  fo6  of  Hugh  Dut- 
ton  of  Dutton,  and  anccftor  to  Warburtoh  of 
ArleVt  was  poflefled  of  this  townlhip  in  the  reign 
of  Richard  the  Firft\  whofe  heirs  n6w  enjoy  the 
feme  at  this  day,  1666. 

This  Adam  gave  totxod,  and  to  the  btiildingof  the 
church  of  the  Bleflcd  Mary  At  Norton,  and  to  the 
canons  fcrving  God  therein,  three  ffiilBngs  yearly 
rent,  jiTuin^  out  of  his  mill  in  SiKtea  juxta  Hahon; 
and  after  his  own  life,  the  mill  of  Sutton  entirely: 
to  which  deed,  Roger  Conftable  of  Ghefliire  is 
witncfs,  who  died,  12 11.  This  deed,  with  many 
others  which  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Norton,  I 
found  copied  out  in  an  old  parchment  roll,  among 
the  evidences  of  DutKm  of  Dutton,  1665,  in  an 
ancient  charadrer.  # 

In  this  townlhip  then?  is  no  chatterer  at  all,  1666. 


Nethbr-Tablby. 

THIS  village  of  Nefche^Tiibley,  foinetiines  in 
old  deeds  ftyled  Litcle-Tabley,  and  in  the 
record  of  Domefday-beok  wrilten  St^btey,  is 
bourtded  on  the  nortb-fide  with  Over-Tabky,  and 
on  the  fouth-fidc  thereof  ii  fevci^ed  from  IHittiley 
with  a  little  braek,  catkxi  B^nfftall-bfouk^  which 
at  laft  falleth  in  with  Waterlefs  river,  beiwe  it  be 

quite 
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jquitc  rw  paft  Nether-Tabley»  and  fo  paflcch  oa 
towards  Winfliam.  ,.  j. 

In  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror  one 
Gozeline  held  this  townfhip  under  Hugh  earl  of 
Chefter,  furnamed  Lupus,  which  one  Oltebrtnd 
held  before. 

Afterwards  Adam  de  Button  feems  to  be  pof- 
fe0ed  hereof  towards  the  end  of  Henry  the  SecoiidKs 
reign,  to  hold  of  the  prior  of  St.  John  of  Jerular. 
lem  in  England,  by  the  yearly  rent  of  fu-pence  it 
the  Feaft  of  Sl  Michael  the  Archangel,  for  all  fcFr 
vice  i  which  tenure  is  found  in  all  the  offices  of 
my  anceftors,  which  I  have  hitherto  fccn  •,  and  the 
rent  of  fix-pence  is  yet  at  this  day,  1666,  paid  to 
the  king,  by  virtue  of  the  ftatute  of  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  that  priory,  32  Henry  VIII- 

This  Adam  de  Button  was  youngeft  fon  of 
Hugh  de  Button  of  Button  in  Chefhire,  and  li- 
neal anceftor  of  Warburton  of  Arley,  whofe  pofte- 
rity  living  at  Warburton  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
II.  were  furnan^d  de  Warburton,  from  the  place 
of  their  refidence,  according  to  the  manner  of  thoie 
ages ;  which  furname  they  have  ever  fincc  re- 
tained. 

Geffrey  Button,  fon  of  Geffrey,  fon  of  Adam 
Button  atbrefaid,  gave  this  townlhip  to  Margaret 
his  daughter,  and  to  her  heirs,  about  the  very  end 
of  Henry  III. 

The  leal  is,  A  man^s  arm  in  a  maunch^  or  loofe 
ficeve^  with  a  Flower  de  Luce  in  bis  hand\  written 
about  SIGILLUM  GALFRIDI  DE  BUTTON, 
in  a  roundlet,  not  in  an  elcutchcon.  ^ 

This  Margaret  Button  firft  married  Robert  de 
Denbigh,  but  had  no  iffue  by  him.  Afterwards 
flie  married  Nicholas  de  Leycefter,  about  1276, 
by  whom  Ihe  had  ifiue;  and  to  whofc  fuccecding 
progeny  the  manor  of  Nethcr-Tabley  ftill  belong- 
eth  at  this  day,  1666. 

This 
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.iThis  Nicholas  Leyccfer  had  alfo  by  Margaret: 
the  manors  of  Wctbale!and  Hield,  both:  fituate  in 
Afton,  nigh  Great-Budworth,  which  his  heirs  alfoi 
enjoy  at  this  prefent  time,  1666. 

..He  was  afterwards    Sir  Nicholas  Lcyceftcr^ 
knight,  fo  ftyled  1292.  ■  .  *  "r  ' 

In  this  townfhip  is  not  any  charterer  at  all  •,  foi^f 
the! vfiwhold  of  Heart  of  Nether-Tabley,  •  and 
foAie  others,  were  all  bought  out  in  the  reisn  o? 
Edward  III.    by  Roger  Leyceftcr,   fon  of 'Sir^ 
I^ichol^  and  Margaret,  and  fo  made  this  tx)wh-^ 
fhlp  entirely  his  own  •,  fince  which  time  it  hath  fo4 
(continued,  and  is  now  entire,  without  any  char- 
terer at  all,  x666.  ■..■:'.   ': 

*■•  The  Defcent  of  the  Leycestkrs  of      • 
Tabley, 

.       .  .        i      ■       ; 

III.  Sir  Nicholas  Leyccfter,  knight,  was  fomCiii. 
time  fencfchal  to  Henry  Lacy  carl,  6f  IJiitolk. 
and  conftable  ofChefhircv  he- married  Margaret, 
the  widow  of  Robert  dc  Denbigh,  and' daughter: 
0/  Geffrey  Dutton,  anceftor  to  Warbuitdir'ot  Ar- 
ley,  about  the  year  1276  ;  by  whom  he-  had  iffuc: 
Roger  Leyceftcr,  fon  and  heir  ;  and  John  Ley-: 
ccfcr;  vicar  of  Walleyfey,  in  Wirral,  1  jii. 

He.had  by  this  Margaret  his  wife  the  townihip 
of  Ncthcr-Tabley,  and  the  manors  of  Wethale  and 
Hield,  in  Afton,  nigh  Great-Budworth. 

In  the  year  1292,   I  find  him  ftyled  knight ; 
and  he  had  lands  in  Adwick,  near  Doncafter  in . 
Yorkfliire;  and  alfo  in  Wath,  near  Adwick,  22* 
Edward  I. 

Sir  Nicholas  Leyceftcr  died  23  EdwardiL 

ih  Roger: Leyceftcr,  fon  and  heir  a£  Sir  Nicho- 
las «d  Margaret,  lived  conftantly:;^^his  manor! 
of  Wethale,  in  Aftoti,  nigh  Picmcre;  to.  whom. 
Peter.  PuttoA;.fl9^  of  Geffrey,  npleafecl  ftUiils  fight 

and 
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anddfttm.  in  Nechen-Tafalc^,  Wethalc,  ud  Hidid, 
in.  the  ycac  1296.  L  findthiK  ffcter  fihietioii ftgrled: 
kniglit^  1297. 

He  bought  out  all  the  frBeholders  or  chartnm 
ip;  Nether-Tablejr,  the  prineipal  wfacfeof  was;  that 
of  William  Heart  of  Nether-iTabl^  ;  and  famadoi 
that  tosim&ip.  entifdy  his  awn. 

Id  the  win  1296^  he  had  the  third  pan  of  Qveir^' 
Tabby'  from  Sudio^^  bf  the  grant  of  Stir  Jiolio: 
Grey,,  fon  of  Sir  Rcgiaakl  Grey,  and  which  Sir^ 
JohnGnry  had  of  the  gnuat  of  WiUiani  de  Tobleyi. 
lord.of  Over-Tabky  aodKnutsford.. 

Tbia  Roger  married  Habel,  daughter  ofjiun  iiny 
and  had  ififue  Nicholas  Leyceftei,.  f<»n  aad:hcnov 
Roger  Leycefler  -,  and  Margaret,  married  to  Adam 
de  Molddnworth,  in  chl:  yen*  1323;  Wh|cl|  Utdam 
was  fheriff  of  Flint,  3  Edward*  III. 

His  feal  of  arms  was,  j4  Fejfe  between  three  Flower 
de.  Luces  \  infcribed  about  thus^: — SIGILLUM 
&ECR£3rUMy.  and  many  others,  in  the  year  1325* 

Ki^er  Lcyjcefter  died  about' the  year  1349^  aact 
furvived  his  father  53^  years. 

III.  Nicholas  Leycefter,  fon  Vijad  heir  of  Rogeiv ' 
had  to  wife  Mayy,  daughter  of  William  Mobber^ 
ley  de  Mobberlcy,  and  one  of  the  fitters  and-  ooi* 
heirs  to  Sir  Raufe  Mobberlcy,  married  abouf  the* 
year.  1322;   and  had  iffuc  John  Leycefter,-  ibn 
and:  heir;    Raufe  Leycefter,    younger*  fon^  from^ 
whom  the  Lcyxreftcra  of  Toft  in  this  huudced  oB 
Qucklow  }  and  Elizabeth,  the  lecond  wifexil  Wil- 
liam Manwanng  of  Qver-Peover,  the' elder,  Iram: 
whom,  are  deicended  the  ManM^rings  oli  OvsrjT 
Peover.     She  was  a  widow  in  the  year  i36L|^  and! 
wa$  living:  in  J404; 

Nicholas  Lftycefter  died  in  tfae>jear  1  ^40^  for  he 
furvited  his-iather  very  licde^  ir  he  died  Mcboi^i 
foreihinvi. 

IV,  John Ley«ftcr cf-JMcthor-Tafadeyi  fenamft 

heir 
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lieir  of  Nicholas  and  Mary,  fenred  in  the  wars  of 
Trahce  under  John  of  Gaunt  duke  of  L'ancaftcr; 
in  the  year  1373,  of  whofc  puiflant  arnriy  our 
hiilories  do  make  incntion.  Walfingham  telU  us, 
that  when  he  enJcfcd  France  at  Calais,  he  had  up- 
waids  of  30,000  hbrfe  in  his  train  5  but  of  thefe 
30,000  horfe  very  few  were  brought  alive  to  Bo\irI 
dcaux,  being  ttarved  for  want  of  viftuals  j  {6 
chat  this  voyifge  proved  unfiiccefsful. 

It  appears  by  the  account  of  this  John  Ley- 
cefter,  before  John  Tiilyi  clerk^  and  other  dUdi- 
rbrs  of  Sir  Thomas  Felton  (who  was  at  that  timfc' 
judge  of  Cheftcr),  dated  at  Southampton,  on  the" 
eve  of  St.  John,  in  the  year  1375,  where  he  ac- 
counted for  2 661.  13s.  4d.  allowed  uAto  him  for 
the  payment  of  Jenkyn  Mobberlfcy,    Efq.    and 
other  foldiers,   who  ferved  under  tnc  faid  John 
I^eycefter,  and  alfo  for  his  own  pay,  that  he  had 
ajlowed  for  himfelf  for  210  days  pay,  begini^hg 
on  St.  Michael's  day,  47  Edward  III.  to  the  firlt; 
oif  May  then  next  following,  at  3s.  per  day,  jil. 
los.     And  there  was  alfo  pardoned  unto  him,  rc-^ 
maining  of  his  account,   the  funi  of  38I.   los. 
which  I  conceive  was  for  a  reward  or  gratuity ; 
whereupon  he  gave  to  the  lady  Felton  a  wliite' 
ambling  palfrey. 

Sir  Raufe  Mobberlcy,  his  uncle,  fettled  on  liim. 
by  feoffment  of  chaplains  chtratted  (as  was  the 
jnanner  of  thofe  times)  all  his  lands  in  Mobber- 
lcy, with  the  advowfun  of  the  church  of  Mofcber-  ■ 
ley,  and  other  lands,  dated  at  Mobberley  in  the* 
year  1359.     For  Sir  Raufe  often  protcftcd,  hav- 
ing no  lawful  iffue,  but  eight  filters  expe'ding  to. 
fhare  his  inheritance,    that  all  his  lands  fhpuld 
defcend  to  his  nephew  John  Leycefter,  and  that 
his  eftatc  fhould  not  be  (hattered  and  divided  ;  as. 
appears  by  the  certificate  of  Sir  John  Wynkfeld, 
knight,  dated  at  London,  in  tlic  year  xjGo. 

5  I  Yet 
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Yet  did  John  Lcvccftcr  afterwards  rclcafc  allrhu 
right  in  thefe  lands  unto  John  Dumbill  of  MC^ 
berley,  and  Cicely  his  wife,  and  alfo  to  the  ad- 
vowion  of  the  church  of  Mobberley  ^  dated  kt 
Chefter,  in  the  year  1378.  Which  Cicely  was 
one  of  the  lifters  of  Sir  Raufe  Mobberley  aforefaid. 
But  to  conditioned  and  agreed  between  them,  that 
Dumbill  and  Cicely  fhould  fettle  fifteen  mefiuages^ 
316  acres  of  land,  fixteen  acres  of  wood,  eigh( 
acres  of  moffing,  the  third-part  of  a  water-mill, 
and  the  third  part  of  all  the  waftes  not  meafured 
(to  be  underftood  of  that  moiety  of  Mobberley 
belonging  to  Sir  Raufe  Mobberley),  to  defcend 
after  the  death  of  John  Dumbill,  and  Cicely  his 
wife,  unto  Raufe  Leycefter,  younger  brother  of 
the  faid  John  Leycefter,  and  to  his  heirs  for  ever^ 
which  was  fo  fettled  accordingly,  in  the  year  1379  j 
and  are  at  this  day,  1666,  enjoyed  by  Leycefter 
of  Toft,  as  heirs  of  the  faid  Raufe,  about  a  third- 
part  of  Mobbcrley's  moiety  of  Mobberley. 
.  This  John  Leycefter  alfo  fold  his  manor  of 
Hicld,  in  Afton,  to  William  del  Hield  and  Go- 
ditha  bis  wife,  ia  fee-farm,  in  the  year  1355^ 
which  manor  reverted  back  again  to  Leycefter  o£ 
Tablcy ;  to  wit^  one  moiety  purchafed  in  the  year 
1500,  and  the  other  moiety  purchafed  again  in  the 
year  1601. 

This  John  built  the  manor-houfe  of  Nether- 
Tabley,  within  the  Pool,  in  that  place  where  it 
now  ftandeth,  about  the  year  1380  •,  before  which 
time  it  ftood  a  little  higher,  out  of  the  compa&  of 
the  Pool,  in  a  certain  place  adjoining  to  the  Saf- 
fron-yards, where  there  is  yet  a  trench  to  be  fcen, 
1666,  which  environed  the  old  hall  about  with 
water  •,  which  old  hall,  I  conjefturc,  was  the  feat 
of  the  Hearts  of  Nether-Tablcy,  whofe  freehold 
was  bought  out  by  Roger  Leycefter,  as  I  have 
told  you  oeforc. 

Joliri 


O  F    C  H  E  S  H  I  R  E.  7S9 

John  Leycefter  fealed  conftantly  with  his  feal 
of  his  coat  of  arms  and  creft,  which  is  cut  comer- 
ways,  according  to  the  manner  of  thofe  ages,  to 
wit,  A  Fejfe  betwun  three  Flower  de  Luces.  Over 
the  dexter  angle  of  the  efcutcheen,  which  is  fet 
uppermoft,  are  a  helmet^  wreath^  and  mantle  •,  there- 
on a  fwan's  bead  coupedL^  g^l^^^y  inlcribed  about 
thus:— 5/G.  JOHANNIS  LEICESTER:  md 
fundry  others  afiixed  to  feveral  of  his  deeds,  un- 
der Richard  the  Second's  reign. 

The  colours  of  the  coat  at  this  day,  1666,  re- 
ceived are.  Azure  afe£e  gules  between  three  Flower 
de  Luces,  or :  the  creft,  a/wan*s  head  couped  proper^, 
imth  little  drops  upon  the  neck^  gul^s. 

He  married  Joan,  daughter  of  Robert  Touchct 
of  Nether-Whitley,  5  Richard  11.  and  had  iffuc 
William  Leycefter,  fon  and  heir ;  Raufe  Leycefter, 
another  fon,  living  14  Richard  IL 

This  John  Leycefter  died  1398,  aged  about  58 
years,  and  furvivcd  his  father  49  yeaw. 

V.  William  Leycefter,  of  Nethcr.Tabley,.Efq* 
fon  and  heir  of  Jonn,  is  the  firft  that  I  find  fl^led 
de  Tabley  :  But  this  may  be  by  reafon  of  the  fta- 
tute  of  additions,  1  Henry  V,  For  till  after 
this  ftatute,  few  were  written  either  of  the  p^ace, 
or  with  the  title  of  efquirc.  Certain  it  is,  this  Wil- 
liam  lived  at  his  manor-houfe  of  Nether -Tabley, 
which  his  father  John  had  newly  eredted,  and 
where  his  heirs  have  ever  fince  fixed  their  refidcncei 
even  to  this  day  1666. 

He  was  oneof  thejuftices  of  peace  of  Bucklow- 
hundred,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  and  iealed  with 
a  feal  of  his  coat  of  arms  and  creft,  in  all  points 
like  that  of  his  father's,  lave  only  the  form  of  the 
mantle  was  a  little  different. 

He  had  two  wives  :  The  firft  was  Agnes  But- 
ton, fifter  to  Sir  Piers  Dutton,  and  daughter  of 
Edmund  Dutton,  whom  he  married  in  the  yeai 
5  I  2  1398- 
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1^98.  By  her  he  had  liTue  John  Leycefler,  Law- 
rence Leyccfter,  Jeffrey  Leyccftcr,  living  5  Heniy 
VI.  and  Joan,  a  daughter,  married  to  Thoma^  fon 
of  Thomas  Starkey  dc  Wrenbury,  1422.  J^lio 
Cicely,  married  to  Thomas  Maflerfon,  of  Maflsribfiy 
nigh  Nantwich. 

^  His  fecond  wife  was  Pillaryne,  widow  to  Robert 
Mafiey,  of  Hale,  and  filter  to  Sir  Richard  Cn- 
dock,  knight,  whom  he  married  1425.  But  he 
had  no  iffue  by  her« 

\Yilliam  Leycefter  died  in  the  year  1428,  about 
the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  furvivol  his  father  thir- 
ty years. 

VI.   John  Leyccfter,  of  Nether-Tabley,  Elq. 
the  eider,  fon  and  heir  of  William  and  Agnes, 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Hamon  Maflcy, 
Qf.Rixtpn,  in  Lancashire,  Efq.  1422,  and  had  if- 
fue John  Leycefter,  the  younger  j  Hamon  Ley- 
ccfter, made  parfon  of  Mobberiey,  1460  ;  Randic 
Leycefter,  admitted  in  the  Hofpital  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  and  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr  in  Rome,  with 
all  the  privileges  thereof,  1449;  Nicholas,  ano- 
ther fon  ;  Henry,  another  fon ;  William,  another 
fon  •,  Maud,  a  daughter,  married  to  Thomas  fon 
and  h?ir  of  Thomas  Daniell,  of  Over-Tabley,  Efq. 
1440  ;  Alice,  another  daughter,  married  to  Ri- 
chard, fon  and  heir  of  John  Legh,  of  High-Legh 
,de  Weft-hall,  Efq,  1442. 

John  Leycefter,  the  elder,  died  1462,  about  the 
age  of  62  years  -,  and  furvived  his  father  34  years. 
Elizabeth,  his  widow,  was  living  19  Edw.  IV.   . 

VII.  John  Leycefter,  of  Nether-Tabley,  Efq. 
the  yopnger,  fon  and  -heir  of  John  and  Elizabeth, 
married  Margery,  daughter  of  John  Legh,  of 
High-Legh  de  Weft-hall,  Efq.  1442,  and  had  nine 
fons ;  Thomas  Leycefter,  Hamon,  Bryan,  Martin, 
John,  Sir  Lawrence.a  chaplain,  Piers,  Roger,  and 
-•     •  God- 
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Godfrey ;    liabcll,  a  d^Pght^r,  married  to  Jql\n 
Glcgge,  of  G^yton,  in  WirrftH,  tiq. 

John  Lcycefter,  the  younger,  died  J496,  abput 
the  age  of  fcyenty-three  year$,  and  furvived  his  fa- 
ther thirty  fqur  years* 

VIII.  Thomas  Leycefter  of  Nether-Tabky, 
Efq.  fon  and  hc;r  of  John  Leycefter,  thp  yqungcr, 
had  four  wives. 

1  he  iirft  was  Margaret,  Axtb  daughter  and  co* 
heir  of  Robert  Grofvenor  of  HouJme,  pigh  Ne- 
ther-Peover,  Efq.  whom  be  married  in  the  year 
1464,  and  had  iffue  hy  brr  John  Leycefter^  foi) 
and  heir. 

By  this  Margaret,  Thomas  Leycefter  hs^^  the 
moiety  of  N ether- Feover,  with  Little-Pcover ; 
the  third-part  of  Ovcr-Aldcrlcy ;  die  third- part 
of  Pygreve-wood,  in  the  d^melne  l^nds  of  Alio- 
ilock  in  the  county  of  Cl^fter,  aod  certain  lands 
in  Hopejuxta  Alftonfield,  in  the  county  of  Staf- 
ford, by  partition,  dated  5  Edward  IV.  1465. 
And  Margery  Grofvenor,  fourth  daughter  and  CQ-. 
heir,  who  died  without  iffue,  ^474.  J(^  Leycefter, 
Ion  and  heir  of  Thoma^s and  Mdrgar^Eyhad  in  right* 
of  his  mother,  a^  lifter  and  cfirkfil^  to  Margery,  a 
fifth  pact  of  AUoftopk>.by;piartUipa^datcd  1474-, 
for  \iargery  had  all  AUoftdck  to  her  fhare.  But 
Margaret,  the  mother  of  John  Leycefter,  was  now 
dead  at  the  time  of  this  latter  partition.  She  was . 
living  9  Edw.  IV.  but  Ihe  was  dead  the  14th  of 
the  fame  reign. 

The  fecond  wife  of  Thomas  Leyqcfter  was  Mar- 
gory,  the  widow  of  Edmund  Lcgh,  of  Baggilegh, 
Efq.  and  daughter  of  Sir  John  Savage,  of  Clifton, 
near  Halton  in  Cheihire.  She  was  married  to 
Thomas  Leycefter  1477,  ^^^  ^Y  ^^^  ^^^  ^&?^  Ar- 
thur Leycefter,  and  Jeffrey  Leycefter,  living  I5p8. 
The  third  wife  of  Tiiottnaa  Leycefter  was  pli?a- 
beth,  the  widow  of  Peter  Dutton,  of  Hatton,  Efq. 

and 
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ini'ditighttr  of  Sif  Robert  Powlclhuriflf 
in^Chefliire,  whom  he  married  in  i5o8.\^'''^7'  ^^^^ 
<"Thc  fourth  wife' of  Thomas  LCTcfeffier^as 
Blanch,  the  rich  widow  of  Oliyer  'Be$^ 
Warrington,  whom  he  married'  1522,  DotfliH  ,^&y3 
Hoiffiicbfhcr/  '   -^^^-^»r~ 

*  Thi)(  Thomas  hcyct^piiKh^Sid^^s^tt  i£H  ^ 

fifknetyof  Hield,  1560,  which  John  foVofl^iiettdE^ 

ll^Mftfcl-foW  aWaj,  as  I  have  (hewed  ticfbi«:    '^  ^* 

Tbontias  Leyccfter  of.  Tabicy,  Efq,  diM  ahoift^ 

I  <26.  'abodt  the  ag«  bf  ciehcy-two  years,  kiid' far* 
^^•hb'iathertli^^  '  ^^    ri^^ '"    ^l^> 

'IX;  tblin  Lcyceftcr  bf  Nether.Tj*^;,  mf. 
M  andlieirofThontd^  by  Margai^  I^'^iMJ&; 
itiifmd  Lucy  daughter  of  John  ftitdUfife  tf  *  1^ 
dlifiL  in  Lancaffain^  Efd.  1479,  bf  Whfi^' Jiei^ 
imVil|i«m  l^cdter         married  ^tine^ghO! 
tM-  of  Richard  Sneyd  of  Bradwell  iti  Sufiofdlhu^^ 
Efq.  1508,  but  Wriliam  dying  without  IflTue  in  thie^ 
life-time  of  John  his  father,  Anne  his  widb^  ma^-  * 
ried  Roger  Hurlefton  of  Chefter,  Efq,  tsji:      "^  ^ 
After  the  death  of  Lucy,  Jdhn  Li^t^ftcr  nu^- 
ried  Alice  daughter  of  Henry  Henlhaiw,  de  Milne- 
houfe,  near  Qielfi^rd,  gentleman,  ^499?  ^^  ^Y 
^  tef  had  iflue  Pttcr  LeyGeOer,  who  fuaiecded  heir ; 
to*  his  father ;  Richard,  another  ion ;  jMncs  jLey- 
cefter,  third  fon  by  Alice,  from  whdifi  the  Lcy- 
ccftCf s  of  Hale-Iowe,  in  Bowdon  parifli  j  Law- 
rente' LcycefVer,  another  fon,  living  1477.  *  Alifo 
Uabel,  a  daughter,  married  to  John  Ogle'  of  Rp-  ^ 
byiiilLancalhire,  Efq'.     :  -^  '      ' 

This  John  Leyceftcr  had  ilfo  two  Baflard  fons  ; 
Nfchoias,  from  whowthcf  LcyccftmXi<^w  bf  Hield, ' 
J  666,  and  John  Leyccfter,  wiio  died  withpudjOTue : 
alfd  three  ballard-dkuj^hfers ;  Elizabeth  married 
Thomas  Swintonof  l^her^Utsford,'  30  Henry " 
Vlir.  Joan;  another  tiiafbdai^ufer  $  The  wad  called 

Joaa' 
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Joan  Birchcnhcad,  1543,  and  Margaret,  another 
bafe  daughter. 

John  Lcycefter  of  Tabley  fold  Hulme-houfe, 
in  Ovcr-Aldcrlcy,  now  called  The  Pafturcs,  unto 
Nicholas  Hobfon,  1502. 

This  John  died  1543,  and  was  buried  at  Grcat- 
Budworth,  in  our  Lady  Mary's  chapel  there,  in 
the  appropriate  burial-place  of  his  family,  in  the 
ieventy-fcventh  year  of  his  age,  and  furvived  his 
father  feventeen  years. 

X.  Piers  Leycefter,  of  Nether-Tablcy,  Efq.  fon 
and  heir  of  John  by  Alice  his  fccond  wife,  married 
Alice  daughter  of  Sir  John  Holford  of  Holford 
juxta  Nether-Tabley,  1529,  by  whom  he  had  ifluc 
Peter,  fon  and  heir ;  Adam,  fccond  fon  -,  William, 
third  fon,  from  whom  the  Leycefters  of  Legh 
in  StaflFordfhire.  Alice,  a  daughter,  married  Gef- 
frey Breretpn,  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Brere- 
ton  of  Tatton,  near  Knutsford,  in  the  year  1551^ 
Margaret,  another  daughter,  married  Richard  Birk- 
chhead  of  Manley,  recorder  of  Chefter;  Elizabeth, 
Elkn,  and  Parnell  were  neyqr  married. 

Piers  had  alfo  two  baft^yd-fpn$,  John  and  Chrif-, 
topher.  ^^    fr.jjj/O 

He  bought  the  laq^Js^^'^^^awQtth,  2  Edward, 
VI.  and  SymcocV«  tcri9paent  m  Marfton,  1564, 
and  the  lands  in  Northwiph,  1571.  Fqr.  thecf- 
fefting  of  thefe,  he  fold  the  land  in  Hope  juxta 
Alftonfeld,  in  StafFordlhire,  which  came  by  Mar- 
garet Grofvenor-,  a  very  fmall  parcel,  and  remote. 

Piers  Leycefter,  Efq.  died  the  8th  day  of  April, ' 
1577,  and  was  buried  at  Great-Budworth  tjic 
eleventh  of  April  following,  in  the  appropriate 
burial-place  ot  his  family,  in  our  Lady's  chapel 
there,  in  the  feventieth  year  of  his  age,  and  fur- 
vived his  father  thirty-four  years. 

Alice  his  wife  was  buried  alfo  at  Great-Budworth, 
4575,  the  thirteenth  day  of  Auguft.  , 

Piers 


79+         A  N  T  1  Q^U  I  TIES 

Pien  lAyctiktr  in  his  wHl  bequeathe  hh  bod^ 

to  be  buried  in  his  chapel  at  Great-Bud^orth. 
Thii  chapel  anciently  was  ftykd  Otir  Lady  Mdrfs 
ibapel\  but  of  Jate  tinges  DuttoA  tenants  have  fty led 
it  Dutton  chapel,  and  Leyceftcr's  tcitafnfs  Ityied 
k  Leyccftcr*s  chapel ;  tot  both  hive  right  of  biirial 
here  :  Bat  no^  of  late^  to  urit^  in  the  year  1670, 
Ltycefler's  part  of  the  faid  chapel  is  ibparated,  and 
niidd  out  fronfi  the  reft*  and  is  now  entire  within 
itfelf,  as  a  diftind  chapel  of  itfclf. 

In  this  Lady  Mstry's  chapel  aforefaid  was  antient- 
Jy  the  image  of  the  Virgiit  Mary  cut  in  wood,  cu- 
noufly  trimmed  and  decked,  her  (hoes  gilded,  and 
hair  taftened  on  her  head  •,  let  oh  a  frame  of  wood 
about  two  ittt  high  :  But  thefe  idolitrous  invages^ 
were  remoted  out  of  alt  the  churches  of  Ehglalnd; 
wport  the  reformation  of  religion,  which  was  firft 
done  by  command  of  Henry  VIIL  in  the  year 
1538.  But  this  of  Budworth  was  taken  down, 
hewed  in  pieces,  and  burned  in  the  vicar's  oven,- 
about  the  year  1 559,  by  command  from  queen 
Elizabeth,  who  purged  all  the  churches  from  what 
remained  of  thole  images. 

XL  Peter  Ley cefter  of  Nether-Tab]ey,Efq.fon 
and  heir  of  Piers  and  Alice,  married  Elizabeth 
daughter  and  fole  heir  of  Edward  Colwich  of  Coi- 
^vich,  in  Staffordftiire,  Efq.  near  Owfl^y-bridge, 
1554,  and  had  iffue  Peter  who  died  without  iffue; 
Alice  married  Sir  George  Leycefter  of  Toft ;  Eli- 
zabeth married  George  L*egh  of  High-l/Cgh  dc 
Eaft-Hall,  Efq^  1581;  and  Catherine  married 
John,  fon  attd  heir  of  George  Ireland  of  Hutt  in 
LanCaihire,  Efq.  1583, 

This  Peter  purtrhafcd  Stanley  of  Hooton's  fifth 
part  of  AUofttKk,  2 1  Elizabeth. 

He  died  July  the  a  ift,  1 58 1,  and  was  buried  at 
Grtat-Budworth,  in  his  appropriated  burial-place 
in  our  Lady's  chapel  there,  the  26th  of  the  fail'ie 

month. 
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iHoAth^  in  the  fortieth  year  of  hi?  age  i  and  fur- 
vived  his  father  four  years. 

Elizabeth  his  widow  married  George  Ireland  of 
Hutt  in  Lancafhirc,  Efq.  1583. 

The  three  daughters  and  heirs  carried  away  the 
lands  of  their  mother :  But  this  Peter  entailed  all  his 
ancient  lands  on  his  brother  Adam  Leycefter^  1 581* 

XII.  Adam  Leycefter  of  Nether-Tablcy,  Efq. 
brother  and  heir-male  to  Peter,  married  Dorodty 
the  widow  of  Thomas  Holford,  fon  and  heir  ot 
Chriftopher  Holford  of  Holford^  Efq.  and  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Shakerley  of  Houlme,  near  Nether- 
Peover,  Efq.  January  the  gth^  1582^  and  had  ifliie 
John^  who  died  young,  buried  atGreat-Budworth^ 
1 586.  Piers  Leycefter,  fecond  fon^  died  an  infant^ 
buried  atNether-Peoverthc  20th  of  January^  1 587 ; 
Peter,  born  the  tenth  day  of  July^  and  baptized  at 
Nether-Peover,  the  i  4th  day  of  July,  1588,  fur- 
vived  heir ;  and  Adam,  baptized  at  Ncthcr-Peovet, 
O6tober2i,  1590,  was  buried  there  the  19th  day 
of  November  next  following. 

This  Adani  Leycefter,  Efq.  died  June  7,  and  was 
buried  at  Great-Budworthj  in  the  appropriate  bu- 
rial place  of  his  anceftors,  the  feventeenth  day  of 
June,  1 59 1,  and  furvived  his  brother  Peter  ten  years* 

Dorothy^  the  widow  of  Adam,  purchafed  the  ci- 
ther moiety  of  Hield,  in  the  year  1601,  and  fo  the 
whole  is  now  reverted.  She  alfo  built  the  Gate- 
houfe  at  Nether-Tabley,  and  was  buried  atNethcr- 
Peover  the  23d  of  April,  i6go. 

XIII.  Peter  Leycefter  of  Nether-Tabley, >Ef<j. 
fon  and  heir  of  Adam  atid  Dorothy,  married  £h- 
zabeth  daughter  of  Sir  Randle  Man  waring  of  Over- 
Peover,  the  elder,  1611.  He  was  but  three  years 
old  when  his  father  Adam  died,  and  was  ward  to 
his  mother,  who  had  compounded  for  his  wardlhip 
with  queen  Elizabeth. 

He  had  iffue  Margaret,  born  September  29th, 
5  K  i6i2j 
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~t6ti;    Plater,  i^ho  coinp6fed  this  bool;^ 

March  the  jdi  t^i  3 ;  Eiizabech^  borh  the  firft  <% 

W  Jniie,  ^ 675^  ahd  6urkd at  Great-Bddvroitk  'thur 

15th  of  Julj^  following;  Pfail^)^  bom  1616^  wh6 

ming^n  after,  the  itext  ibik  #as  alfo  caHed  Phi- 

im^  terh  1618,  Coliedor  bf  Oxford  iii  1 641,  ttndb 

fraow  trf  Bi^en-tidfe-^lle^  in  1643,  and  wns 

lie^^emiarried:  He  died  the  6ih  day  of  Jiily, 

'^^5Sy  Thomas  Leycefter,  born  July  26^  i6zd, 

idi^  a]fe  unmarried,  the  27th  of  Auguft»  1 652  \ 

Adflrii  lirycdkr,  yOtii^ft  Ton,  bofn  the  2  ift  df 

eiftoKr;  1^025^  now  captain  c>f  a  cdtnpanv  of  fbot 

ih'{M^dii665^  and  living  m  LimcricIL    This 

.Adaiti  mlrried  Mary  ThSEKMins^  the  widow  of  ofie 

lieutenant "Pdpe^  in  Irdahd^  ih  the  year  1667.  She 

wis  davghier  tboAe  Tfaoiddius  latet>f  Nortlidowli 

in  Kenc^  if  a  WUfh  cxtraaion. 

*£lS8abech,  the  wife  of  this  Peter  Leyccftcr  the 
fkthoflBiea  at  Nedier-Tabley  on  Saturday  the  13th 
dky  bf  NoVeinbir,  1641,  and  >fas  buried  at  OVcr- 
Pcover,  as  ihe  had  oft  in  hek-  life-time  dcfircd.  She 
waiB  bom  the  loth  day  of  May,  1587,  fo  that  Ihe 
li^ed  fifty-four  years  and  fix  mdhdis. 

Peter  her  hulband  died  oh  Tuefday  the  fcventh 
^y  of  Mareh,  1 647,  2»ed  fifty-nine  years  and  eight 
months,  and  was  buried  atijfreat-Budworth  on  the 
Saturday  foUdwing,  in  the  appropriate  burial-place 
t>{  his  anceftbrs  in  our  Lady's  chapel  there,  on  the 
noith-ftde  of  the  faid  churchy  and  furvived  his  fa- 
ther fifty-fix  years. 

XIV.  Sir  Ptter  Lcycdter  of  Nether-TaBley, 
barcniety  fen  and  heir  of  P^ter  and  Elizabeth,  ma):- 
Iried  Elinbeth  the  tiiird  iihdyouiigeit  daughter  t>f 
tSilbcrt  late  lord  Gerard  xif  Gerard's-Bromfcy  in 
Staffbrdlhire,  t^  dame  Elmour  his  lady,  dit^ter 
fibd  fole  heir  bt  Thomas  Duhoh^  late  of  Duttdn 
in  Chefliire,  Efq.  This  Peter  imd  Elizabeth  were 
nsarried  at  Durom  tfaefisth  txf 'Noremfaer,  1(42, 

and 
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and  had  ifluc  Robert  Leycefter,  eldeft  fon,  bom  at 
Chefter  on  Monday  the  eleventh  day  of  September^ 
1 643  •,  Byron  Leycefter,  fecond  fon,  born  alfo  at 
Chf  fter  on  Tuefday  the  twenty-fixth  d^y  of  Np- 
v/spiber,  1 644 ;  he  died  the  levcnteenth  day  of 
May  next  following,  and  was  burie4  at  Trinity . 
church,  in  Cheiler,  where  he  was  ^Ifo  chrift^ed  ; 
Thomas  Leycefter,  third  fon,  born  at  Nejher-T*^ 
ley  on  Thurfday  morning  the  eighth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1 65 1  i  he  died  the  fifth  day  of  March,  being 
Thurfday,  1667,  at  Nether-Tabley,  and  was  buripd 
at  Great-Bud)vorth,  in  th/e  feventeenth  year  of  hi3 
age ;  Elinopr,  eldeft  daughter,  born  at  Nefhjer- 
Tabl^y  on  Pahrj-Sund^y,  the  2 2d  day  gf  March, 
1645,    married  Raufe    Leycefter,  eidqft  foji  pf. 
George  Lieyceftcr  of  Toft,  Efq.  the  29th  d^y  pf 
Auguft,  1665,  and  hath  fcveral  ifluc ;  Eliz^bcfii, . 
fecond  daughter,  bqrn  at  Nefher-Tabley,  op  Wed-» 
nefday  the  fixteenth  day  of  June,  1647,  married 
Samuel  Birch,  ypungpr  Ion  of  John  Birch  of  Whit- 
born,  in  Herefordfhire,  1666  ;  ihe  mifcarricd  of  a 
female  child  in  November,    i66y^  and  foon  aftcf  . 
died  of  the  fmali  pox,  on  Saturday  the  laft  day  of 
November,  at  Whitborn  aforefaid,  in  the  year 
1^67,  and  was  buried  at  Whitbqm  church;  By- 
ron Leycefter,  third  da^ughter,  born   at  Ncthqr-^ . 
Tabley,.on  Saturday  thcfixth  dayqf  Qftoj^^r^  1655, . 
is  yet  living,  1669. 

Sir  Peter  Leycefter  and  Elizabeth  his  lady  ,arB 
both  yet  living,  1669.  He  was  created  a  baroACt 
the  loth  day  of  Auguft,  1660, 

XV.  Robert  Leycefter  of  Nether-Tabley,  Efij. 
eldeft  fon  of  Sir  J^eter  and  Elizabeth,  married- 
Meriel  daughter  and  heir  of  Francis  Watfon,  lwe,of . 
Church-Afton,  neaj  Newport  in  Shropftiire,  ^fq. 
the  fixth  day  of  June,  1667,  and  had  iffue  Robert, 
a  fon,  born  at  Marcham  in  Berkfliire,  00.  Friday 
the  fixteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  1.669. 

5  K  2  OvEii- 
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Over-Tabley. 

THE  townfhip  of  Ovcr-Tabley  was  held  by 
William  Fins-NigcU,  baron  of  Halton,  in 
the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror. 

But  not  long  after,  certain  it  is,  tliat  this  town- 
fhip was  of  three  diftinft  fees. 

One  third-part  of  Over-Tabley  Roger  de  Man- 
waring  gave  to  the  monaftery  at  St.  Werburgh  in 
Chcfter,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  This  third- 
part  came  afterwards  to  William  de  Tabley,  who, 
gave  the  fame  to  Sir  John  Grey,  fon  of  Sir  Regi- 
nald Grey  •,  and  Sir  John  granted  it  to  Roger  Ley- 
cefter,  lord  of  Nethcr-Tabley,  in  the  year  1296. 
Which  in  all  the  offices  of  Leycefter  of  Tabley  is 
found  to  be  held  pf  the  abbey  of  St.  Werbui^h. 
And  Leycefter  of  Tabley  is  now  poffeffed  of  this 
third-part  at  this  day,   1666. 

One  other  third-part  was  pofleffed  by  Adam  de 
Tabley,  in  the  reign  of  Edw.  III.  Sir  William  Boy- 
dell  being  chief  lord  thereof;  for  William,  fon  of 
John  Boydell  of  Dodlefton,  releafed  unto  Adam 
de  Tabley  all  fervices  due  for  his  third-part  of 
Over-Tabley,  for  one  penny  only,  to  be  paid  at 
the  nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptift  yearly,  for 
all  fervice  -,  dated  ^t  Dodlefton,  in  the  year  1342, 
This  Adam  de  Tabley  I  conceive  was  originally  a 
Mafley,  for  he  fealed  with  Maffey'?  coat  of  arms. 
This  third-part  came  afterwards  toThomas  Daniell, 
,    younger  fon  of  Thomas  Daniell  of  Bradley,  in 
Appleton,  the  elder,  by  Joan  Norreys  a  fecond 
•'  wife,  in  marriage  with'  Catherine,  daughter  and 
heir  of  William,  fon  of  Adam  de  Tabley,  in  the 
year  1353-,  for  which  marriage,  Thomas  Daniell, 
'   the  father,  gave  to  Adam  de  Tabley  4^1.  13s.  4d, 
By  Catherine  came  alfo  the  moiety  of  Bexton  to 
I'homas  Daniel  the  fon,  her  hulband,  who  was 

afcer-^ 
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afterwards  Sir  Thomas  Daniell  of  Over-Tablcy,  in 
tjie  year  1382  ;  whofe  heirs  are  pofTeQecl  of  this 
third-part  at  this  prefent  time,  1666. 

One  other  third  part  remaining  was  poffpSkdi 
anciently  by  another  family  of  (he  Tableys,  called 
The  Hall  of  the  Wood  in   Over-Tabley -,    yatil 
Mathew  dp  Tabley  was  attainted  of  felony,  in  the 
year  1483  ;  whofe  lands,  by  the  office  taken   i 
Henry  VII.  were  found  to  be  held  of  the  )ionoun 
of  Halton,  and  fo  were  feized  into  the  king's  hands. 
And  I  find  John  Leyceiler  of  Nether-Tabley,  Efq! 
excepting  againft  that  office  of  i  Henry  VII.  and 
complaining  to  the  judges  and  chamberlain  of 
Chefter,  and  alledging,  that  thefe  lands  were  hdd 
of  him  by  homage  and  fealty,  and  twelve-pence 
yearly  rent  •,  and  praying  that  he  may  be  reiiored 
to  thefe  lands,  as  chief  lord  of  the  fee ;  but  he 
had  too  potent  a  perfon  to  deal  with.     And  king 
Henry  VII.  granted  thefe  lands  to  Sir  William 
Stanley  of  Holt-caftle,  lord  chamberlain  \  but  he 
being  beheaded  for  treafon,  in  the  year  14Q5,  thefe 
\ands  efchcated  again  to  the  king ;    and  Henry 
VIII.  leafed  them  to  Randle  Brereton,  for  his  life. 
And  aftensards,   Roger  Brereton,    his  fon,    had 
them  for  his  life.'   Afterwards  thefe  lands  con 
tinuing  in  the  king's  bands,  Robert  Chornock  and 
Roger  Chornock,  of  London,  purchafed  the  fame, 
and  fold  them  to  Piers  Leycefter  of  Nether-Tab- 
ley,  Efq.  for  240I.  whereof  one  moiety  was  paid 
in  hand,  and  the  other  he  gave  bond  for.     But 
Peter  Daniel  of  Over-Tabley,    Efq.    purchafing 
thefe  lands  at  9I.  per  annum  in  the  king's  books^ 
the  Chornocks  purchafed  them  after  the  rate  of 
18  d.  in  the  king's  books,  and  cheated  the  faid 
Piers  Leycefter  by  a  fraudulent  conveyance,  fo 
that  he  could  not  enjoy  thefe  lands.  It  was  decreed 
in  the  Court  of  Requefts,  4th  May  1559,  ^'^^  ^^ 
Chornocks  Ihould  reftore  the  money  which  they 

had 
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h^d.  received,  and  deliver  up  tbe  bond  dbUgatmy 
XQ  be  cancelled ;  ^nd  fo  Danicll  had  the  land^ 

which  his  pofterity  now  enjoy,  1666. 

Charterers  in  Over-Tabley,  1666. 

I.  Edward  He  wet  of  Mobberley  hath  one  to- 
ncment  in  Over-Tabley,  now  in  the  pofleffion  of 
hk  tenant  John  Keii,  which  is  within  Mr.  Daniell's 
pgrt< '  2.  There  is  alfo  one  other  in  Leyccfter's 
third-part,  to  wit,  the  tenement  in  ppiTeffion  latq 
of  Richard  Duncalfe  of  Tabley-hill,  whereunto 
formerly  Coithurft-metdows  (now  part  of  Mr* 
Danieli's  demefne)  did  belong.  This  payerh  lad. 
of  chief-rcnc  yearly  to  Leycefter,  now  paid  by 
William  I^egh  jof  Tabky-hill,  This  freehold  wa^ 
purchafed  by  George  le  Criour  from  Thomas^ 
Monkys,  5  Edward  IV.  Afterwards;  this  land 
was  purchafed  by  John  Duncalfe  of  Mere,  30 
Henry  VIII.  Afterwards  it  came  to  Peter  Hulfe 
of  Over-Tabley ;  Hulfe  fold  it  to  Whitmore  of 
Sudlow,  1604;  Whitmore  fold  it  to  l^eter  DanicU, 
Efq.   161 1. 

In  tJiis  townfhip  there  is  an  ancient  chapel,  caU 
led  Over-Tabley  chapel,  or  more  generally  known 
by  the  name  of  The  Chapel  in  the  Street-,  for  it  is 
fituate  in  the  High-ftrcet,  an  old  pitiful  ftrufture^ 
ill  featcd,  and  now  in  decay,  1666.  This  chapel 
of  cafe,  being  within  the  parifh  of  Roftliorne,  was 
built  about  the  reign  erf  Henry  VI.  by  the  an- 
ceftors  of  Leycefter  of  Nether-Tabley  and  DanicU 
of  Over-Tablcy,  for  the  eal'e  apd  convenience  of 
thcfe  two  families,  and  of  ail  their  tenants  in  Over- 
Tabley  and  Nether-Tabley  •,  probably  after  the 
match  of  Thomas  Daniell  and  Maud  Leycefter, 
which  was  in  the  year  1440.  It  feems  to  be  eredl. 
td  not  long  after,  for  convenience  of  both  fami- 
lies^ and  placed  in  the  middle-way  between  the 

two 
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two  homfes ;  one  half  6f  tbi  faid  chapel  belonging 
to  Leycefter  and  his  tenants,  and  the  other  half 
to  Daniell  and  his  tenants  ^  and  fo  hath  been  en- 
joyed ever  fince  accordingly. 

Before  this  chapel  was  erefted  hete  in  Orer- 
Tabley^  there  was  anciently  a  chapel  fuuated  in 
Nethcr-Tablcy,  within  the  parifti  of  Great-Bud- 
wohh,  in  a  certain  field  now  called  Ti^  Chapel  Fields 
a  parcel  of  the  demefne  lands  of  Nether-Table/ ; 
'where,  in  our  memory,  fervants  in  ploughing  haire 
difcoyered  great  ftones,  which  were  the  foundt- 
fcion-iloncs  of  that  Chapel,  feated  in  the  very  up- 
pcrmoft  cbrner  of  the  great  rye-field  hedge,  ad- 
joining to  the  Chapel-field;  but  this  chapel,  I 
cofltelve,  was  negle£ted,  or  taken  down,  upon  the 
crbftihg  of  the  other  in  Ovcr-Tabley,  which  wts 
much  better  feated. 

The  Defcent  of  the  Daniells  of  Over- 
Tabley, 

I.  William  Daniers,  fenior,  purch^fed  lands  in 
Darcfbury  from  Henry  le  Norreys,  in  the  yeJtr 
1 291,  and  had  to  wife  Agnes  de  Legh,  daughter 
of  Thomas  deLegh  Of  High-Legh  of  the  Weft* 
hall,  by  whom  he  had  iflue  Margery,  hiarried  to 
Henry  Horfale  of  Limme.  Agnes,  another  daugh- 
ter, married  Alexander,  fon  of  Richard,  fon  6f 
Alexander  de  Waleton,  nigh  Darefbury,  30  Ed- 
ward  I.  He  had  alfo  two  fens,  Th©mas  Daniers 
of  Bradley,  in  Appleton,  cldeft  fen  ;  and  Williafn 
Daniers  of  Darefbury,  junior,  fecond  fon  -,  and 
(if  I  miftake  not)  John,  a  third  fon  j  unlefs  thftt 
John,  Ton  of  William  Daniers^  aj  Edward  IIL 
be  meant  for  William  Danfieps,  J!«iior. 

Williailn  Daniers,  junior,  Jectxid  fon,  had  his 
father's  land  in  Darftfbury,  and  had  a  wife  called 
Agnei,  and  had  ifl\le  JlDhn*  Daniers,  <bn  and  Jieir ; 

and 
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and  three  daughters;  Cicely^  Agnes,  and  Magoci 
and  another  fon,  called  Henry  y  all  living  at  the 
time  of  their  father's  death,  1306,  who  was 
buried  at  Limme.  Cicely  married  Robert  Stra- 
thutn  of  Strathum  in  Limme,  living  20  Edward 
III.  I  conceive  William  Danicrs,  junior,  was  Kc 
who  died  in  1306. 

Sir  John  Daniers  of  Darcftniry,  fon  and  heir  of 
William  Daniers,  junior,  had  iffue  William,  fon 
and  heir,  who  married  Clemence,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Alen  de  Norrcys^  in  the  year  1344,  by 
whom  he  had  the  manor  of  Darefbury^  and  royal- 
ty of  Over-Walton  in  Chcfliire,  and  the  buids 
of  Sutton^  Ecclefton,  andRaynuUj  in  Lancafhire. 
From  whom  the  Daniells  of  Darelbury,  in  Chefhire^ 
are  defcended  -,  a  family  continuing  at  this  day, 
1666. 

I   find  Sir  John  Daniers  of  Darefbury  ftyled 
knight,  1344,  18  Edward  III. 

II.  Thomas  Daniers  of  Bradley,  fenior,  17  Ed- 
ward II.  fon  and  heir  of  William  Daniers,  fenior^ 
had  land  in  Limme,  by  the  grant  of  William 
Daniers,  his  father.  He  purchafed  Bradley  frohi 
William  Dutton,  lord  of  Warburton,  1301.  He 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Adam  de  Tabley^ 
and  had  iflue  Thomas  Daniers,  junior,  eldeft  fon; 
Sir  John  Daniers  of  Gropenhale,  fecond  fon ;  Au- 
guftine,  who  had  lands  in  Sworton,  in  High- 
Legh,  1 1  Edward  III.  ^  Alice,  a  daughter,  mar- 
ried Mathew,  fon  of  William  Mere  of  Mere,  near 
Over-Tabley,  1319s  Margaret,  another  daugh- 
ter, married  John,  fon  of  Vivian  de  Derewall- 
(haw,  that  is,  Thelwallfhaw,  1335;' Joan,  ano- 
ther daughter ;  alfo  three  baftard-fonsj  William, 
.Roger,  and  Robert,  1349. 

Thomas  Daniers,  fenior,  had  to  his  fecond  wife 
Joan  Norreys,  by  whom  he  had  iffue  Thomas 
Daniers,  afterwards  Sir  Thomas  Daniers  of  Over- 

Tabley  5 
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Tiabley  •  Henry,  another  fon,  to  whom  his  father 
gave  the  marriage  of  the  heir  of  William  Gierke  of 
Over-Tabley,  28  Edward  III.  •,  and  Richard,  ano- 
ther fori,  living  6  Richard  II. 

Thomas  Daniers  made  his  Will  1354,  and  was 
buried  at  Limme.  Joan  Norreys,  his  widow, 
married  afterwards  William  Boftock  of  Boftock. 

This  Thomas  Daniers  was  iheriff  of  Chefhire 
25  and  27  Edward  III. 

III.  Sir  Thomas  Daniers  oF  Bradley,  knight, 
fon  and  heir  of  Thomas  Daniers,  fenior,  married 
Ifabel,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Baggiley  by: 
Clemence  his  wife,  daughter  and  co-heir  to  Sir 
Roger  Chedle,  alias  Sir  Roger  Dutton  of  Chedlc 
in  Cheihire;  which  William  was  fon  of  Raufe 
Baggiley. 

This  Thomas  Daniers  died  before  his  father, 
to  wit,  26  Edward  III.'  leaving  only  one  daugh- 
ter and  heir,  called  Margaret,  who  had  three  huf- 
bands.  She  carried  away  all  her  mother's  lands, 
and  had  Clifton  and  other  lands  in  Chedle ;  but 
his  own  lands  were  fettled  on  the  heirs-male  of 
the  Daniers. 

IV.  Sir  John  Daniers  of  Gropenhale  In  right 
of  his  wife,  next  heir-niale  to  Sir  Thomas,  his 
elder  brother,  had  two  wives.  The  firft  was  Joan, 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Boydell,  and  fitter  and 
co-heir  to  Williani  Boydell  of  Dodlefton  in  Che^ 
fhire ;  and  had  iiTue  Margaret,  a  daughter,  liv^ 
ing  28  Edward  III.  who,  I  conceive,  was  fiie  that 
was  affianced  young  to  Sir  Robert  Grofvenor  of 
Houlme  in  Alloftock  5  but  ihe  lived  not  to  enjoy 
him,  or  have  any  iflue.  Nicholaa,  another  daugh- 
ter,  heir  to  the   lands  of  her  mother,   married 

,  and  had  iffue  Margaret,  daughter  and 
heir,  the  wife  of  Alan  de  Rlxton  in  Lancalhire, 
by  Hollin-Ferry ;  which  Margaret  died  without 
iflue,  6  Richard  II. 

5  L  The 
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The  fecond  wife  of  Sir  John  was  Alice,  daugh- 
ter of  ■  ;  but  he  had  no  ifTue  by  her. 

This  Sir  John  ufually  fealed  with  his  coat  and 
crcft,  to  wit,  A  Pale  Fujile ;  on  a  Helmet^  a  Uni- 
cornis head  couped.  The  colours  at  this  day,  1666, 
received  arc.  Argent^  a  Pale  Fufile  Sable. 
•  Sir  John  Daniers  died  47  Edward  III.  and  A- 
lice  his  widow  afterwards  married  Sir  Edward  Pc- 
ricftede,  living  14  Richard  II.  It  fcems  Sir  John 
had  a  fon  called  Robert,  43  Edward  III.  but  he 
died  without  iffue. 

After  the  death  of  Sir  John,  Thomas  Daniers, 
fon  of  Thomas  Daniers  of  Bradley,  fenior,  by  Jcjaa 
Norreys  his  latter  wife,  fuccecded  as  nL^xt  heir- 
male.  He  was  half-brother  to  Sir  John,  and  was 
afterwards  Sir  Thomas  Daniers  of  Over-Tabley. 
He  gave  twenty  fhillings  annuity  for  his  life  unto 
Hugh  Hulfe  of  Picmere,  to  be  on  counfel  with 
him,  48  Edward  III.     Whofe  defcent  followcth  : 

Roger  of  Over-  Tabley. 

Adam  de  Tabley,  fon  of  Roger,  married  Beatrix 

daughter  of ,  and  had   iffue  Adam  ;  Hugh 

de  Tabley,  who  married  Margery  daughter  of 
Hugh  de  Picmere,  but  left  no  iffue ,  William,  ano- 
ther fon  i  Thomas,  a  chaplain  ;  alfo  Margaret,  a 
daughter,  wife  of  Thomas  Daniers  of  Bradley, 
fenior. 

Adam  de  Tabley,  fon  of  Adam,  lord  of  the 
third  part  of  Over-Tabley,  and  of  the  moiety  of 
Bexton,  living  35  Edward  III.  married  Catherine 

-,  and  had  iffue  William ;  and  Alice  the  wife 

of  William,  fon  of  Robert,  fon  of  William  de 
Buckley,  18  Edward  III.  Adam  de  Tabley  feal- 
ed with  Maffey's  coat  of  arms,  whereby  he  feems 
to  be  originally  a  Maffey. 

William  de  Tabley,  fon  and  heir  of  Adam,  had 
to  wife  Mary ,  and  had  iffue  Catherine,  daugh- 
ter 
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tcr  and  heir,  married  to  Thomas  Daniers  of  Over- 
Tabley,  afterwards  Sir  Thomas  Daniers,  of  Over- 
Tabky. 

I.  Sir  Thomas  Daniell  ofOver-Tabley,  knight, 
fon  of  Thomas  Daniell  of  Bradley,  in  Appleton, 
fcnior,  by  Joan  Norreys,  and  heir  to  his  father*s 
lands,  after  the  death  of  Sir  John  Daniell  his  half- 
brother.  I  find  him  ftyled  knight,  6  Richard  II. 
in  which  year  he  ferved  in  the  wars  under  Sir  Hugh 
Calveley  of  Lea,  -the  famous  foldier. 

The  furname  of  this  family  was  anciently  writ- 
ten Daniers ;  and  I  have  feen  it  written  De  Anyers, 
under  Edward  theSecond  ;  but  in  latter  ages  it  was 
conftantly  written  Daniell,  and  fo  at  this  day  they 
are  ufually  called,  which  I  rather  chufe  to  follow. 

He  married  Catherine  daughter  and  heir  of  Wil- 
liam fon  of  Adam  de  Over-Tabley,  1353,  for 
which  marriage  Thomas  Daniell,  his  father,  gave 
to  Adam  de  Tabley,  grandfather  of  the  faid  Ca- 
therine, 46I.  13s.  4d.  whereupon  the  third  part  of 
Over-Tabley  was  fettled  on  this  Thomas  Daniell 
the  fon,  and  Catherine  his  wife,  to  defcend  after 
the  deceafe  of  the  faid  Adam  de  Tabley. 

He  had  iflue  Thomas  Daniell ;  John  Daniell, 
living  15  Henry  VI.  and  Jonet,  a  daughter,  mar- 
ried to  John  Warwick  of  Upton,  in  Wirrall,  the 
younger,  15  Richard  II. 

Sir  Thomas  Daniell  died  1383.  Catherine  fur- 
vived,  and  was  living  1416. 

II.  Thomas  Daniell  of  Over-Tabley,  fon  aijd 
heir  of  Sir  Thomas,  married  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Thomas  Boydell  of  Gropenhale,  junior,  and 
daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Afton  of  Afton,  near 
Frodlham-bridge,  and  had  iflue  Thomas,  John, 
Richard,  Henry,  Roger,  and  Lawrence. 

This  Thomas  Daniell  died  1431.  Elizabeth 
died  1 1  Henry  IV. 

III.  Thomas  Daniel  of  Over-  Tabley,Efq.  ftyled 

5  L  2  the 
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The  fccond  wife  of  Sir  John  was  Alice,  daugh- 
ter of  ■  J  but  he  had  no  iffue  by  her. 

This  Sir  John  ufually  fealed  with  his  coat  and 
crcft,  to  wit,  A  Pale  Fufile ;  on  a  Helmet^  a  Uni- 
cornis bead  couped.  The  colours  at  this  day,  1 666, 
received  are.  Argent^  a  Pole  Fufile  Sable.  ' 

•  Sir  John  Daniers  died  47  Edward  III.  and  A- 
Kce  his  widow  afterwards  married  Sir  Edward  Be- 
lieftede,  living  14  Richard  II.  It  feems  Sir  John 
had  a  fon  called  Robert,  43  Edward  III.  but  he 
died  without  iffue. 

After  the  death  of  Sir  John,  Thomas  Dnniers, 
fon  of  Thomas  Daniers  of  Bradley,  fenior,  by  Jean 
Norreys  his  latter  wife,  fuccccded  as  n^-xt  heir- 
male.  He  was  half-brother  to  Sir  John,  and  was 
afterwards  Sir  Thomas  Daniers  of  Over-Tabley. 
He  gave  twenty  (hillings  annuity  for  his  life  unto 
Hugh  Hulfe  of  Picmere,  to  be  on  counfcl  with 
him,  48  Edward  III.     Whofe  defcent  followcth  : 

Roger  of  Over-  Tabley. 

Adam  de  Tabley,  fon  of  Roger,  married  Beatrix 
daughter  of  — —y  and  had  iffue  Adam  ;  Hugh 
de  Tabley,  who  married  Margery  daughter  of 
Hughde  Picmere,  but  left  no  iffue;  William,  ano- 
ther fon  •,  Thomas,  a  chaplain  ;  alfo  Margaret,  a 
daughter,  wife  of  Thomas  Daniers  of  Bradley, 
fenior. 

Adam  de  Tabley,  fon  of  Adam,  lord  of  the 
third  part  of  Over-Tabley,  and  of  the  moiety  of 
Bexton,  living  35  Edward  III.  married  Catherine 

,  and  had  iffue  William  •,  and  Alice  the  wife 

of  William,  fon  of  Robert,  fon  of  William  de 
Buckley,  18  Edward  III.  Adam  de  Tabley  feal- 
ed with  Maffey^s  coat  of  arms,  whereby  he  feems 
to  be  originally  a  Maffey. 

William  de  Tabley,  fon  and  heir  of  Adam,  had 
to  wife  Mary ,  and  had  iffue  Catherine,  daugh- 
ter 
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hurft,  in  Limme,  as  next  heir,  i493«  For  then 
died  Thomas  Daniell  of  Limme  without  iffue,  the 
laft  heir  of  that  family  of  Limme  :  But  the  mat- 
ter was  not  fully  fettled,  till  the  award  of  Willia^n 
Hill,  prebend  of  Litchfield,  23  Henry  VIII.  whtjn 
William  Daniell  of  Longdon  iri  StafFordlhire 
(who  claimed  as  next  heir  to  Daniell  of  Limme,  as 
fon  of  William,  brother  of  John  Daniell,  late  gf 
Cherry-tree-hurft  in  Limme),  by  virtue  of  that 
award  paSed  all  his  right  in  thofe  lands  to  Tho- 
mas Daniell  of  Ovcr-Tabley,  grandfon  of  this 
Thomas  Daniell  aforefaid. 

VI.  Piers  Daniell  of  Over-Tabley,  Efq.  fqn 
and  heir  of  Thomas  and  Blanch,  married  Julian, 
daughter  of  Sir  Peter  Newton,  fecrctary  to  the 
prince,  who  had  the  wardship  of  the  faid  Piers, 
1499,  and  had  iiTue  Thomas,  fon  and  heir  ;  Robert 
Daniell  of  Bexton,  fecond  fon  •,  Peter,  third  fon, 
living  1522.  Anne,  elded  daughter,  married  Hrfl: 
to  Whitmore,  after  to  William  Hulfe;  Elizabeth, 
fecond  daughter,  married  firft  to  William  Owen, 
after  to  Anthony  Shepherd  •,  Parncl  married  John 
Brefly  of  Tcerton,  in  Chefhire. 

Piers  Daniell  had  alfo  three  baftard  daughters, 
Margery  Daniell,  Ifabel  Daniell,  and  Anne  Da- 
niell *,  and  three  baftard  fons,  John  Daniell,  Raufe 
Daniell,  and  Humphrey  Daniell,  by  Anne  Brache- 
girdle  •,  all  living  1522* 

This  Piers  Daniell,  Efq.  died  1522,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-eight  years.     Julian  his  wife  died  1542. 

VII.  Thomas  Daniell  of  Over-Tabley,  Efq. 
fon  and  heir  of  Piers  and  Julian,  married  Mar- 
garet daughter  of  William  Wilbrahamof  Wood- 
hey,  in  Chdhire,  Efq.  1521,  and  had  iflTue  Peter 
Daniell,  fon  and  heir  j  Thomas  Daniell,  fecond 
fon  v  Sir  William  Daniell,  judge  of  the  common- 
pleas,  third  ibn  ;  Richard  Daniell,  fourth  (on,  died 
1.605.    EIJ^'^  married  John  Maffcy  of  Coddington 

in 
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in  Chefliirc,  1553  >  Margaret  married  Chriftopher 
Holfordof  Ifcoit,  m  Flintfliire,  younger  Ion  of  Sir 
,  John  Holfordof  Holford,  near  Tabley,  1555  ;  af- 
terwards flie  married  James  Barker  of  Hamond, 
near  Shrewfbury. 

This  Thomas  Daniell  died  June  the  2d,  1551, 
aged  forty-eight  years.  Margaret  his  wife  furvivcd. 
He  purchafed  the  lands  in  Picmere,  which  his  pof- 
tcrity  now  hold,  1666,  from  William  Sneyd,  36 
Henry  VIII.  called  Wiche's  lands;  which  came  to 
the  crown  by  the  attainder  of  Sir  William  Stanley, 
lord  chamberlain  to  Henry  the  Seventh,  as  I  have 
before  declared  in  Over-Tabley. 

VIII.  Peter  Daniell  of  Over-Tabley,  Efq.  fon 
and  heir  of  Thomas  and  Margaret,  married  Alice 
daughter  of  George  Booth  of  Dunham-Maflcy,  Efq. 
1550,  and  had  iffuc  only  a  daughter  and  heir,  called 
Dorothy,  married  to  William  Maflcy,  fon  and  heir 
of  Richard  Maffey  of  Rixton  in  Lancafhire,  Efq. 

This  Peter  purchafed  the  hall  of  Woodlands, 
in  Over-Tabley,  1556,  which  cfcheatcd  to  the 
crown  upon  the  attainder  of  Matthew  de  Tabley, 
2 1  Edward  IV.  as  I  have  fhewn  before  in  Over- 
Tabley. 

This  Peter  Daniell  died  the  9th  day  of  Novem- 
ber,  1557,  ^^  the  Age  of  twenty-eight  years  with- 
in a  month,  leaving  Thomas  his  brother  and  heir 
to  fucceed  him. 

IX.  Thomas  Daniell  of  Over-Tabley,  Efq. 
brother  and  heir-male  to  the  laft  Peter,  married 
Alice  daughter  of  Foulk  Dutton  of  the  city  of 
Chefter,  and  had  iffue  Peter,  fon  and  heir*,  Tho- 
mas, fcccnd  fon;  Richard,,  third  ion;  William, 
fourth  fon,  died  the  20th  day  of  May,  1 59 1 ;  John, 
fifth  fon  ;  and  Margaret,  a  daughter,  living  1575. 

This  Thomas  Daniell,  Efq.  died  1575,  aged 

forty -one 
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forty-one  years.     Alice  furvived,  and  was  living, 
1590. 

X.  Peter  Daniell  of  Ovcr-Tabiey,  Efq.  fon 
and  heir  of  Thoinas  and  Alice,  married  Anne, 
daughter  of  Henry  Manwaring  of  Carincham  in 
Chelhire,  Efq.  1574,  and  had  iffue  Peter,  fon  and 
heir,  fix  years  old  when  his  father  died  j  Richard 
Daniell,  fecond  fon,  died  without  ilTue;  Frances 
married  Edward  J.-,ittleton,  younger  fon  of  Little- 
ton of  PiHutcn,  in  StafFordlhire,  near  Pancridgc  5 
Anne,  fecond  daughter,  died  without  ilTue  •,  Mary, 
third  daughter,  married  John  Woodnot  of  Shen  - 
ton  in  Chcihire-,  after  to  John  King  of  Salmond-- 
ley,  in  Lincolnfliire  •,  Jane,  fourth  daughter,  died 
without  iffue. 

This  Peter  Daniell  died  the  third  day  of  Auguft, 
1590,  aged  twenty-nine  years.  Anne  his  widow 
atterwarus  married  Thomas  Afhbold,  parfon  of 
Swetenham,  in  Chelhire  ;  and  (he  died  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  July,  1633,  and  had  the  wardihip  of 
lier  fon, 

XI.  Peter  Daniell  of  Over-Tabley,  Efq.  fon 
and  heir  of  Peter  and  Anne,  married  Chriftian, 
daughter  of  Richard  Grofvenor  of  Eaton-boat  in 
Cheftiire,  Efq.  and  had  iffue  Peter,  eldelt  fon ; 
Henry,  fecond  fon,  married  Anne,  daughter  ol  Sir 
John  Dorell  of  Weftwoody  in  Berkfliirc,  but  had 
no  iffue  ^  John  Daniell,  third  fon,  was  an  appren- 
tice in  London,  and  married,  but  diedalfo  with- 
out iffue:  William,  fourth  fon,  married  Dorothy 
Forth  of  Wigan  in  Lancafhirc  -,  Thomas,  fifth 
fon,  flain  at  the  battle  of  Brentford,  near  London, 
1 642 .  Margaret,  eldeft  daupl  iter,  married  Richard 
Green,  of  Congleton  in  Chefiiire,  gentleman  ^ 
Chriftian,  fecond  daughter,  married  George  Daven- 
port of  Calveley,  Efq.  Mary,  third  daughter, 
married  one  colpnel  Finch,  1 65 1,  an  officer  for 
the  parliament-party  againft   the   king ;  and  art 

both 
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both  now  living  ia  Ireland,  1666;  Elizabeth, 
fourth  daughter,  died  unmarried  j  Anne,  the  young- 
eft  daughter,  married  Robert  Sanfbrd  of  Sanford 
in  Shropfhire,  Efq.  1648. 

This  Peter  Daniel!  was  one  of  the  knights  of 
this  county  for  the  parliament,  1625,  and  died 
the  1 8th  day  of  April,  1652,  aged  68  years,  and 
was  buried  at  Great-Budworth.  Chriftian  his 
wife  furvived,  and  died  1663. 

XII.  Peter  Daniell  of  Over-Tabley,  the  young- 
er, Efq.  fon  and  heir  of  Peter  and  Chriftian,  mar- 
ried Sarah,  daughter  of  Richard  Wilcocks  of  Lon- 
don, and  had  iflue  Thomas,  fon  and  heir;  Sarah 
died  in  her  infancy;  and  Margaret,  another 
daughter. 

This  Peter  the  fon  died  at  Oxford,  of  a  fliot 
received  at  the  ficge  of  Glouceftcr,  1643,  ^^  ^^ 
life-time  of  his  father,  being  at  that  time  a  cap- 
tain of  a  foot  company  in  the  regiment  of  John 
earl  Rivers,  raifed  on  the  king's  part. 

Sarah  his  widow  afterwards  married  Robert 
Hide  of  Nantwich,  one  of  the  fequeftrators  of 
Cheftiire  for  the  parliament,  1651,  but  (he  had 
no  iflue  by  him. 

XIII.  Thomas  Daniell  of  Over-Tabley,  Efq. 
fon  and  heir  of  Peter  and  Sarah,  married  Alice^ 
daughter  of  William  Smith,  alias  Nevill,  fccond 
brother  of  Henry  Nevill  of  Holt  in  Leiccfterihire  ; 
and  hath  jffue  Samuel,  Thomas,  Nevill,  Peter,  and 
Sarah,  all  living  1666  ;  William,  the  fourth  fon, 
died  young. 

Tat  TON. 

IN  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Wil- 
liam Fitz-Nigdl,  baron  of  Halton,  held  one- 
half  of  Tatton,  which  one  Erchbrand  held  for- 
merly. 

And 
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And  Ranulfuis^)  the  fuppc^ed  anceftor  of  the 
Manwarinffs,  held  the  other  half,  whieh  one  Leir- 
vinus  held  btfoie  i  fy  the  record  of  Doitaefday'^ 
book  informs  us. 

About  one  huhdred  years  afterwards,  I  find 
Alanus  de  Tatton  poflefled  of  the  manor  of  Tat- 
ton :  and  Alanus  filius  Alani  de  Tatton  ftyled 
himielf  in  his  charters,  Dominusde Tatton^  who 
aflumcd  the  furname  of  Tatton  from  this  place^of 
their  refidency  here)  which  tbrir  pofterity  retdn-^ 
ed :  for  fumames  in  thofe  dder  ages  were  nbfc 
taken  up  generally  i  but  men  were  denominated 
ufually  of  the  plaoes  where  they  lired;  and  that 
by  continuance  at  laft  became  a  furname. 

WiUiam^  fort  of  William^  fon  of  Ctuertild  de 
Tatton,  granted  a  great  part  of  Tatton  unto  Sir 
Richard  Mafley,  and  Ifabel  his  wife,  about  the 
year  of  Chrift  12S6)  which  J^ter  Hackam^  theif 
prior  of  the  hofpital  of  St^  John  of  Jerufalon,  in 
En^and,  confirmed. 

Upon  a  diftrefs  by  Hamon  MaflS^j  baton  of 
Dunham-Mafiey,  ort  the  gdOd3  of  Robert  Mafley 
of  Tatton,  taken  in  Tatton  aforefaid,  HamoU 
pleads,  that  Nicholas  de  Audley  held  the  manor 
of  Tatton  of  him  the  faid  Hamon  by  knight's 
fervice,  and  by  working  at  his  caftle  c^  Dunham^ 
and  by  the  fervice  of  fixty  (hillings  yearty  rent :  of 
which  fervices  the  £iid  Hamon  was  feized  by  the 
hands  of  the  faid  Nicholas  de  Audley :  whicU 
three  pounds  yearly  rent.  Sir  James  Audley,  of 
Heelegh-caftle  in  StaffbnUhire^  releafed  afttr^' 
wards  to  Sir  John  Mafley  of  Tatton,  1377^  ^^ 
which  Sir  John  gave  him  two  mefiuages  in  Wren* 
bury  in  Chefhire. 

Alfo  it  appears  that  Nicholias  de  Aldithdey  or 

Audley,  granted  tx>  Sir  Richard  Mafley^  and  Ifa« 

bcl  his  wufe^  all  hts  lands  in  Tatton  and  OUartpn : 

this  was  about  1286»  The  original  of  which  deed 

SH  is 
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is  now  amopig  tl^e  levidenccs  of  the  carl  of  Bridge- 
water^  1667. 

So  that  it  ihould  fe^n)  to  me,  that  in  the  reign 
of  fidward  1.  one  moiety  of  Tattoo  ^as  hdd  of  the 
bgron  of  Dunham-Mafley,  and  the  Qihcr  of  the 
pripr  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem :  that  of  the  fee 
of  St.  John  of  Jerufalcm,  probably,  was  the  moiety 
that  in  the  Conqueror'is  time  belonged  to  the  baro* 
ny  of  Helton. 

It  i$  manifeft  by  deed,  that  Alaii,  ion  of  Alan 
dcTatton   releaied  to  £Uen  Manwaring  and  her^ 
hfcii^s,  and  to  Robert  Manwaring  and  his  heirs^ 
fmelam  Hah^ti  met  4e  Taii^n^  undisr  Henry   the- 
Third. 

So  that  Alan  dp  Tatton  fean3  to  have  the  roy- 
alty ojf  ajl.  Tatt^n  I  and  he  grants  the  land  called* 
Bruchel,  in  TattQii,  unto  William,  fon  of  Wil- 
liam Maffey :  byt  whether  he  had  any  more  than 
a  moiety  ot  the  town,  I  cannot  affirm ;  in  regard 
we  fee  above,  William,  fon  of  Quenild  of  Tatton,. 
had  a  good  part. 

lipw,  and  when,  this  manor  of  Tatton  icaa 
given  to  be  held  of  the  priory  of  St.  John  of 
Jerufalem  i  or  whether  only  a  moiety  thereof,  or 
the  whole  townlhip  be  fo  held,  I  find  not  yat  to 
affirm  pofitively  •,  certain  it  is,  that  Sir  Richard 
MafTey  was  pofTefled  of  all  or  moft  part  of  Tat^ 
ton,  in  the  reign  of  £)dward  I.  by  purchafes  of  ic* 
veral  parcels  J  whofe  heirs  are  now  poficffed  of 
the  whole  manor,  1667,  .which  the  following  pc- 
digrcc  will  more  clearly  manifeft. 

Charterers  in,  Tatton,  1662. 

I.  JohnQrowncff  Tatton;  his  freehold  land 
in  Tatton  was :  lately  bought  from  John  Bentfey 
of  The  Hole,  in  Mei:c.  2.  Edward  Hewet  of 
Mobberleyi  hath  fr^old  Jaods  in  Tatton :   but 

now. 
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now,  1667,  Richard  Parker  hath  thi>'  lamd,  in 
right  of  Jane  his  wife,  daughter  of  thefaid  Ed- 
ward Hewet ;  to  his  other  daughters  he  gave  por- 
tions. 3.  Edward  Allen  of  Roflhorne  hath  aifo 
certain  freehold  lands  in  Tattoh. 

The  defcent  of  the  Maffeys  of  Tatton. 

I.  William  M^y,  younger  brother  to Hamdh 
Maffcy,  batfoft  of  Dunham-Maflcy. 

IL  William  Mafley,  fon  of  Wilfiaih,  to  wfao|h 
Alan,  fon  of  Alan  of  Tatton*,  gave  tfee  lands  In 
Tatton,  called  Bruchel,  bounding  the  fame  in  Ijjs 
deed  ;  rendering  a  pair  of  white  gloves  yearly  6h 
the  feaft-day  of  the  nativity  of  St.  John  BaptiK* 

He  married  Margery  Domin*  dcRo^fhofricrr  I 
guefe  Ihe  may  be  daughter  to  Rofeert  dt  Manwaif- 
ing,  and  filter  and  heir  to  Hugh  Kfanwaring;  Ibtd 
ofRofthorne*,  or  Ibrd  of  one  rftoicty  at  leaft  v  a^ti 
lord'of  the  moiety  of  Norffiagh*  in  Tattoh. 

He  was  ftyfcd  Sir  Williatti  Mafley,  1270;  and 
had  iflue  Richard,  Ibn  and  heir;  Robert  Mi^ 
of  Rofthorne,  fecond  fon^  afterwards  heir  to*  his 
brother;  Thiomas,  another  fon^  living  12*70.  Arid 
Hawife,  a  daughtfei*,  married  Richard  deFefheJcy. 

This  William  Maffey  died'  atiout  the  bcginttfng 
of  Edward  I. 

IIU  Sir  Richiard  Mafley  of  Tatton, ictiidir,  fon 
and  heir  of  Sir  William,  marriied'  Ifabeli  daughhfi* 
of  — . 

He  purchafed  outmoftofthe  latids  remailiiil^ 
in  Tatton,  1286.  He  was  flierifFof  Chefliirc, 
1278,  and  judge  of  GHefttt  in'  1*390.  He  was 
knighted  about  i^s  EdWard  h  for  then  I  flriVrihd 
him  foftyled-,  unto- whohi  was  granted  liberty  of 
free. warren  in*  all  his  demefrte-lbnds  of  RofMiome, 
Tatton  j  Olbrtiohl  L^h;  Timperlcy,  and  Hale,  id 
5  M  2  Chefhire^ 
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•  Chc&irc.  Dated  at  Wt^ftminftcr  the.  4tk  d^J  tS 
December,  1^94. 

Sir  Hich^rd  died  without  }0ue  qn  Tuefiitjr  in 
Eafter-wcck,  1305,  leaving  Robert  Maflcjr  his 
brother  to  fucceed  in  \l\%  inheriti^ge* 

Ifabel  his  widow  furvived  him. 

IV.  Robert  Maffqr  of  Tattorii,  brother  and  hci^» 
to  SirRichard,  married,  and  had  iflfue  Willianr^ 
jyia&y,^  eldcil  fon  •,  Haipon  Mafley^  another  fon^ 
dcheator  of  Ch^^r^  \ii%y  and  he  marked  Ga- 
thering, d^usfater  a^id   heir  of  Alan  Rixton   of 

'  Rb(tO(i,  in  Lancafhire,  6  Edward  IIL  (tyied  af- 
terwards Sir  Hamon  Mafley,  13479  from  wJiom. 
the  Maflcys  of  Rixton  in  Lancaihire:  Adam 
Maflev^  aoQther  fon^  to  y^ho^  his  father  gave  the 
•cufioqy  of  the  lar|ds  of  Norib^h>  ic^  Tattoo,  be- 
ponging  to  Raufe,  Ion  of  William  de  M<49^r]ey, 
till  Raufe  came  to  age;  dated  r  Edward  IIL 
1327  >  Robert  MaifTcy  another  fon,  15  Edw.  IIL 
Robert  Mafley  of  Tatton  died  about  1328. 

V.  Syr  William  Mafley  of  Tatt?>n,  knight, 
1335,  fo^  and  heir  of  Robert,  married  Margerys 
daughter  of  Thomas  Legh  of  High-Legh  de 
Weft-ball;  this  was  about  1307.  And  hadiilue 
'Hugh  Maifey,  fon  and  heir;  Oliver  Maflfey  of 
Denfield,  in  Rofthorne,  another  fon,  from  whom 
the  MaiTeys  of  Denfield;  Richard  Mafley  of 
DichThoufe^  in  Rofthorne^  another  fon ;  EUcn, 
a  daughter,^  niarried  Qilbert  HafT^ll  of  Haflall  io 
Lancafhire  -,  afterwards  to  Sir  William  Breretoo 
of  Brereton,  in  Cfaeihire* 

Sir  William  Mafley  died  the  2d  of  May,  X338. 

VL  l^ugh,  Maflfey  of  Tatton,  fon  and  heir  of 
Sir  Willi^,  had  to  wife^  Alice,  daughter  of 

— ,  ana  bad  iflfue  p.ichard  Ma^ev.,  fon  and 

heir,  who  married  Alice,  d^ughtcrot  Gilbert  dc 
Haydok,  in  Lancafliire^  13429.  but  died  without 

iflu^ 
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iflfue  the  3d  day  of  September,  1370.    And  John 

Mafley,   another  fon,  who  fqcceeded  heir  to  hfs 

fadier. 

.    This  Hugh  Maffey  died  about  1371. 

VII.  Sir  John  Mafley  of  Tatton,  knijght,  foh 
and  heir  of  Hugh,  married  Alice,  fitter  and  heir 
to  Sir  Geffrey  Worfcley  of  Worfelcy  in  Lanca- 
fhire,  about  46  Edward  III.  and  h^d  iflue  Tho- 
mas, eldett  fon,  who  married  Margaret,  daughter 
of  '. — .-,  but  died,  without  iflVie,  on  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's day,  1420^  afterwards  Mai^aret  married 
Sir  John  Grefley :  GeflFrey  MaiTey,  feeond  fon. 
fucceeded  heir  to  his  brother  Thomas  1  Richard 
MafTey,  third  fon :  thefe  were  warranted  by  deeds. 
But  I  find  mention,  in  an  old  pedigree,  of  three 
other  fons,  Hugh,  John,  and  Lawrence;  alfo  Joan, 
married  firft  to  Sir  William  Venables  of  BolUn- 
Fee  in  Macclesfield-*hundred,  and  afterwsurds  to 
Sir  Oliver  Stanley;  Margery  married  Sip  John 
Bromley  of  Badington  in  Cheihire. 

Sir  GeflFrey  Worfeley  before-mentioned  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Thongs  Felton ;  which 
Mary  being  divorced,  entered  into  a  nunnery: 
then  he  tooK  to  wife  Ifabel  Stanley,  by  whom  he 
had  iflue  Elizabeth.  After  the  death  of  Sir  Gef- 
frey Worfcley,  Mary  came  out,  and  proved  fhe 
entered  for  fear,  and  that  (he  was  divorced  upon 
a  feigned  ground,  and  proved  Elizabeth  illegiti- 
mate :  ^nd  the  pope  confirms  her  return  into  fe^* 
cularity. 

Sir  John  Mafley  of  Tatton  was  (hcriff  of  Che- 
ftiire  in  1387,  and  alfo  in  1390:  he  and  Thomas 
his  eldeft  (on  were  attainted  i  Henry  IV. 

Sir  John  died  the  22d  of  July,  1403  :  probably 
he  was  (lain  at  tjie  battle  of  Shrew(bury,  taking 
part  with  Henry  Percy,  againft  Henry  IV.  for  the 
battle  was  fought  the  eve  before  Mary  Magdalen's 
^ay. 

Alice 
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Alifce  the  widow  of  Sir  John  Mafley  died  in  the 
bcginmng'of  Oftober,  1427. 

VIII.  Sir  Geffrey  Maffey  of  Tatton,  kitighc^ 
fon  to  Sir  John,  and  heir  to  his  brother  Thomas, 
married  Margery,  daughter  of  John  Hilton  of 
Farnworth  in  Lancafliirc. 

This  Sir  Geffrey  died  the  4th  day  of  Oftobcr,* 
1457,  agtd  70  yearly  without  any  lawful  iifue 
furviv^ing, 

I  fifid  he  had  a  baftard  fon^  called  John  Mafley^ 
living  3  r  Henry  VI. 

IX.  William  Maffey  of  Tatton,  £fq.  fon  and 
heir  o£  Richard  Mafley,  brother  to  Sir  Gcfircy, 
married,. and  had  iffue  Geffrey  Maffey,.  fon  and 
heir  i  Thonoas^  fcoond  fon,  and  Richard,  third  ion. 

This:  William  Mafley  died  in  Fefto  EpiohatiuB^ 
1467;  and  had  a  brother  called  Geffrey  Mailiry^ 
as  weU  as  a  fon  of  that  name. 

X.  Sir  Geffrey  Maffey  of  Tatton,  knight,  fon 
and  heir  of  William,  married  Ifabel,  daughter  of 
Sir  John  Butler  of  Bewfy  near  Warrington  in 
Lancafhire,  1453,  ^ndhad  iffue  only  one  daugh- 
ter and  heir,  called  Joan. 

Sir  Geffrey  was  living  1475. 

XL  William  Stanley,  of  Tatton,  Efq.  in  right 
of  Joan  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Geffrey 
Maffey,  was  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  William  Stanley, 
ot  Holc-Ca{Ue  in  Denbighlhire ;  and  had  iffue  ohk 
Ly  one  daughter  and  heir^  called  alfo  Joan ;  in  La« 
tin  fhe  is  ftyled  Johanna.  Joan  and  Jane  in  3a 
Eliz,  were  agreed  to  be  all  one  name  by  the  Conjrt 
of  King*s -Bench. 

This  Sir  William: Stanley,  of  Holt,  was  lord 
chamberlain  to  Heniy  VIL  and  brother  to  Tho- 
mas Stanley,  the  firft  earl  of  Derby  of  that  family  ; 
which  Sir  William  waSibeheaded  1495,  as  fuppofed 
to  incline  to  the  part  of  Perkin  Warbeck;  and  his 
lands  and  goods  were  all  confifcated  to  the  king. 

He 


A^ 
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He  had  in  ready  money  and  plaft,  m'his^dlMKinK' 
Holt,  forty  thoufand  marks,  befidcs j^Web;  lK)ufe- 
hold  (hifF,  andrftock  of  catde^n  his  grorunds. '  He; 
had  in  lands  joool.  a  jeait  of  an  old  tent,  a^P  my 
lord  Bacon  faith  in  his  niftory  of  Henry  VIF.  Hef 
afpiffid  to  petition  the  king  for  the  earldom  of 
Cheiler,  which  ended  both  in  a  denial  and  diftafte. ' 
He  had  by  Joyce  his  wife,  daughter  of  Edwani 
lord  Powis,  and  widow  of  John  Tiptoft,  William 
Stanley  before-mentioned;  and  Jane,  married  to 
Sir  John  Warburton,  of  Arley  in  Ghrfhire,  one  of 
the  knights  of  the  body  to.  Henry  VIL 

William  Stanley,  of  Tatton,  died  about  1498. 
Joan,  his  widow,  afterwards  married  Sir  -Edward 
Pickering  in  1500*  And  laftly,  fbe  married  Sir 
John  Brereton  to  her  third  hufband,  living  24. 
Henry  VIL    A nd  Joan  died  1 5 1 1 . 

XIL  Joan  fole  daughter  and  heir  of  William 
Stanley  by  Joan  Ma^y  his  wife,  who  had  two 
huibands^ 

Firft  flie  married  John  Afhton,  fon  and  heir  of 
Sir  Thomas  Afliton,  of  Afhton  fupcr  Merfey  in 
Chefhire,  16  Henry  VII.  She  was  then  about 
eight  years  dd.  This  John  Afhton  died  young, 
without  any  iffue  by  her,  1513-. 

Afterwards  fhe  married  Sir  Richard  Brereton, 
younger  fon  of  Sir  Randle  Brereton  of  Malpas  in 
Chefliire ;  by  whom  fhe  had  iflbe  Richard  Brere- 
ton, eldeft  fon,  who  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of 
Turftan  de  Tildeflcy- in  Lancafliire,  Eiq.  15  j 
But  he  died  without  iffue  about  4  Edw.  VI.  Gel^ 
freyBreveconvfecomifiMyilieceeeded:  AnneBrerc-' 
ton,  a  daughter,  married*  John  Booth  of  Barton 
in  Lan^aihire^  Efqi  «540. 

This  li/ady  J-aae  Brereton  died  the  6th  df  April, 
1570  aged  77' years,  - 

Sir  Richard  Brwcton,  her  huftand,  died  at  If- 

Hngton, 
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lingtort  io  MiddMa^  i577*   GtSrtyi  his  foniai 
heir,  being  then  of  full  age. 

XIII.  Geffrey  Brerecoo  of  Tatton,  EJq,  Hon  aiid 
heir  «f  Sir  Richard  Brerecon  and  Jans  Stanleyi 
married  Alice,,  daughter  of  Piers  Lcycrfter  of 
Nether-Tabley,  £(q.  1551,  and  had  ifiue  Richard 
Brereton,  fon  and  heir,  and  Anne,  a  daughter^  lir- 
ingS  Eliz.  who  died  without  ifiue. 

This  Geffrey  died  in  June  1565,  7  Eliz.  about 
the  age  of  30  years.  Alice,  his  widow,  afterwards 
married  Robert  Chamocke,  gentleman  ^  and  ilie 
died  thefecond  of  April,  1572. 

XIV.  Richard  Brereton,  of  T^ttof^,  Efq.  ibii 
and  heir  of  Geffrey  and  Alice,  married  Dorotfayt 
daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Egerton,  of  Ridley  in 
Chefhire»  157a,  but  died  without  iflue  Deoember 
18,1598.  Dorothy,  his  widow,  afterwards  mar- 
ried Sir  Peter  Legh^  of  Lime,  in  Cheffiire,  boc  had 
no  iflue  by  him :  She  was  fecond  wife  toSirPcter,  aod 
furvived  both  her  hufbands  >  and  (he  died  the  4th 
of  April  1639. 

This  Richard  fettled  all  his  eftate  on  Sir  Tho« 
mas  Egerton,  lord  chancellor  of  England  ^  from 
whom  the  carls  of  Bridgewater  arc  delbended,  wha 
are  now  owners  of  thefc  lands,  1667. 


Thelwall* 

IN  the  year  of  Chrift  920,  king  Edward,  {uf-» 
named  the  Elder,  built  a  town  here  at  Thelwall, 
though  now  an  obfcure  village;  fo  called  from  the 
ftakcs  and  ftumps  cut  from  the  trees,  wherewith 
they  had  environed  it  about,  as  a  wall ;  for  the 
Saxons  called  fuch  ftakes  thell ;  and  the  word 
wall  is  a  word  yet  ufed  for  a  high  fence  th^t  en- 
compafTeth  any  place  about  with  ftone,  or  other 
thing  or  building  •,  and  king  Edward  made  it  a 

garrifon. 
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garrifon,  and  placed  foldiers  therein  ;  but  it  fcemj 
to  lie  wafte  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror  5'  for  I 
find  no  mention  of  it  in  Domefday-Book. 

Roger  of  Foidfcon  (fon  of  Roger  de  Montgomery, 
the  firft  earl  of  Shrewsbury),  was  lord  of  afl  the 
land  in  Lancafhire  between  the  rivers  of  Ribble 
and  Merfey  j  and  gave  half  of  the  fifliing  of  Thel- 
vvall  to  the  abbot  of  Shrewfbury,  under  Henry  the 
Firft.  This  was  the  filhing  dn  the  I.ancafliire 
fide. 

The  prior  of  Norton  had  the  other  half  of  the 
filhing  of  Thelwall  on  the  Chefhire  fide,  granted 
by  William,  Conftable  of  Chefhire,  the  younger, 
baron  of  Hal  ton,  about  the  reign  of  king  Stephen. 
'.  In  our  mize-book  of  Chelhire,  anciently  the 
abbot  of  Salop  fiiood  charged  with  three  fhillings 
in  the  mize  for  fifliing  in  Thelwall  •,  but  this  mize 
is  now  totally  loft,  no  man  now  living  being  able 
to  inform  us  who  ought  to  pay  the  fame.  I  con- 
ceive after  the  diflblution  of  abbeys  in  England  by 
Henry  the  Eighth,  that  filhing  coming  to  the  king's 
hands,  the  mize  thereof  ceded,  being  not  at  all 
paid  of  late  times,  the  filhing  being  then  but  of  lit- 
tle value. 

This  townlhip  of  Thelwall  is  of  the  fee  of  the 
honor  of  Halton ;  one  third  part  whereof  William 
Conftable  of  Chelhire  gave  to  the  abbey  of  Salop. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  Edmund  Lacy,  ba- 
ron of  Halcon  and  Conftable  of  Chelhire,  gave  Do- 
tttino  Galfrido  de  Button  (anceftor  to  Warburton  of 
Arlty) totamttrraiH/uamdeTbelwall cum ff^era(^  Pif- 
c^ria  6f  Stallagiisfuis :  And  alfo all  thcland which  he 
had  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Evelham  in  Thel- 
wall :  Reddendo  inde  annuatim  unam  Par  Cbeirotht-^ 
carum  Cervi  Furratarum  ad  Feftum  Sanffi  Micbaelis 
pro  omni  Servitio.  This  could  be  but  two  thirds 
of  Thelwall.  The  original  of  this  deed  is  now  in 
5  N  jiQi^i^i- 
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po£fe(fioD  of  Mr.  Pickering  of  ThdwaU,  i66f. 

Thif  Geffrey  Button  gave  thefe  lands  to  Th<M 
mas  his  ypunger  fon. 

Afterwards  it  was  poQTefled  by  Clfjton  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  and  continued  in  tbe  poffkC- 
fioh  of  the  Claytons,  till  John  Clayton  of  Thel- 
wall  fold  it  to  Richard  Brookes  of  Norton,  Efq. 
about  1 56 1,  whofe  fon  Thomas  Brookes  of  Nor- 
ton,  £lq.  fold  the  fame  to  John  Moores  Doftor 
of  phyfic  in  London  in  1 62 1  j  and  John  Moorca 
of  Kirtliiigton  in  Nottinghamfhire,  nephew  at 
Poftor  Moores  aforefaid,  fold  them  to  Robert 
Pickering,  counfellpr  at  law,  1662,  who  is  now 
poflefled  of  the  manor  of  Thelwall,  1666. 

In  this  townlhip  of  Thelwall  are  nows  i^^^, 
certitin  freeholds  of  inheritance  po0eflcd  by  thcfe 
peribns  following. 

1.  Sir  Peter  Brookes  of  Mere  hath  four  tene- 
ments, which  were  given  him  by  his  father,  Tho- 
mas Brookes  of  Norton,  Efq.  before  he  fold  awi^ 
the  other  lands  of  Thelwall.  2.  John  Mardni- 
croft  of  Thelwall :  this  hath  for  long  tin>e  conti- 
nued in  the  name  of  Martinfcroft,  an  ancient  free- 
holder. 3.  Robert  Lcgh  of  Thelwall,  bought 
from  Sir  Edward  Moores.  4.  Peter  Drinkwuter, 
formerly  one  Mafley*3.  5.  Raufe  Caldwell,  foe- 
farmer.  6.  John  Rowlbn,  fee-farmer.  7.  Ran- 
dle  Bood,  fee-farmer.  8.  Margaret  Hoggc,  wi- 
dow. 9.  John  Legh  of  Oughtrington  in  I^iomic, 
bought  lands  in  Thelwall  from  Sir  Edw.  Moores. 
10.  Catherine  Mofie,  one  clofe.  ii.  Thomas 
Thomafon,  fee-farmer.  12.  John  Dunbabin,  a 
meadow.  13.  Sir  George  Warburton  of  Arley^ 
half  an  acre  of  meadow. 

Here  is  a  chapel  of  eaie  called  Thelwall-Cha- 
pel,  firuate  near  to  the  manor-houfe  of  Thelwall, 
And  within  the  parochial  chapelry  of  Darelbury, 

but 
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but  both  -within  the  limits  of  the  moth^r-chilrch 
of  Runcorn. 

This  I  conceive  was  built  by  Thomas  Brookes, 
Efq.  and  was  lately  repaired  by  Mr.  Pickering 
aibrefaid,  1663. 


TiMPBRLEY. 

RANDLE  Manwaring  of  Oirer-Peover  tn^- 
ried  Margery,  the  widow  of  Richard  Buck-f 
ley  of  Chedle ;  and  fo  in  her  ri^t,  during  hief 
life,  held  the  moiety  of  Timperley,  which  be* 
longed  to  the  Bvickl<^s  of  Chedle,  and  at;  this  day, 
1666,  belongs  to  Buckley  of  Chedle,  being  an- 
ciently of  the  fee  of  the  baroxis  of  Dunham^Mai&y, 

The  other  moiety  formerly  belonged  to  thiQ 
Ardernes  of  Timperlcy;  which  moiety  Charley 
Arderne,  younger  fon  of  John  Ardcmeof  Har« 
den  in  Macclesfield  hundred,  Efq.  had  by.  the 
marriage  of  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Richard 
Ratcliff^lordofBackford.  . 

Sir  William  Booth  c^  Donham-MaiTey  bought 
ctruin  lands  in  Tinrperley^  and  the  fourth -part  of 
Timpqrley  Mo0e,  from  John  Parr,  junior,  and 
Alice  his  wife,  m  exchange  for.  lands  in  Stok^ 
Poison,  and  Chefter,  2  Edward  IV.  And  Jia^. 
perley  Mofle  and  Common  were  divided,  Odbobor 
28,  1475,  one  fourth-part  to  Sir  William  Booth|. 
another-  fottrth«t>art  ta  John  Ardeme>  fon  1^  heir 
of  Charles  Asdeme,  late  deceafcd,  by  Eliy^het)^ 
his  wife,  then  vridow,  fqryivingi  and  tl^  other 
half  of  Timperley  MoITe  and  Comnoon  to  WiUiaoi 
Buckley,  Efq. 
So  that  the  lord  Delamere  hath  now  the  fouith- 

Eart  of  Tim^serley ;  and  Jthodier.fburth-pirt .how 
elongs  to  Sir  Amos  Meredith,  baA>net,  pf  >Nova 
Scotia,  in  rig^t  of  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of 
5  N  2  Robert 
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Robert  Tatton  of  Witthenlhaw  in  Chelhrre,  Eiq; 
On  which  Anne  and  her  heirs,  Mrs.  Barlowe  (one 
of  the  fifters  and  co-heirs  to  Thomas  Brereton, 
late  of  Alhley,  deceafcd)  hath  fettled  her  part ; 
iinto  whofe  fhare  the  lands  of  Timpcrley,  which 
belonged  to  Brercton,  are  folely  With  other  lands 
allotted,  Thefe  lands  came  firft  to  Brereton  by 
Sibill,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Ardcrne  oi 
Timperley,  wife  of  George  Brereton  of  Afhley. 
William  Arderne  died  Auguft  28,  1584. 

And  the  other  moiety  of  Timperley  belongpth 
to.  Buckley  of  Chedle  as  aforefaid. 

-  Charterers  now^  in  Timperly,  1666. 

I.  Thomas  Gerard  of  Riddings  in  Timperley, 
gentleman.  Thefe  freehold-lands  belonged  to  Yaw- 
drey  of  Riddings,  and  were  not  long  fince  pur- 
chafed  by  the  laid  Thomas  Gerard,  Thefe  lands 
were  originally  granted  away  by  John  Arderne  of 
Timperley,  and  Thomas,  his  ion  and  heir,  unto 
Tliomas  Vawdrey  and  his  heirs,  rendering  yearly 
il.  13s.  4d.  dated  the  tenth  of  Auguft  in  1498. 
2.  William  Steele  of  Nether-Knutsford  hath  three 
cottages  in  Timperley  -,  thefe  formerly  belonged  to 
the  Riddings.  3.  George  Ward  of  London,  one 
cottage,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Riddings.  4; 
Peter  Parker  of  Altrincham  hath  about  an  acre 
in  Timperley,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Riddings. 
5.  Robert  Hield  of  Etchells,  one  cottage  of  Tim- 
perley. 

Toft. 

THIS  townfhip  of  Toft  is  not  found  in  Domef- 
day-book,  wherefore  it  feems  to  be  wafte  at 
that  time.     The  word  Toft  fignifies  a  parcel  of 

land 


4And  whereia  a  houle  hath.jftood,  and  in  that  fenfe 
it  was-,  taken  by  the  judges  and  expounded^  2  and 
.3  Philip  and  Mary. 

This  town  gave  name  to  the  family  of  the  Tofts, 
vrho  in  ancient  time  were  feated  here.  One  moiety 
ttiereof  is  held  of  the  barony  of  Halton  in  foccage, 
by  the  yearly  rent  of  feven  ihiliings  i  an4,theQjcl\er 
lialf  is. held  of  tlie  ancient  barons  of  Dunham- 
Maficy  in  foccage,  by  the  yearly  rent  of  five  (hil- 
lings ;  for  fo  1  find  it  in  John  Leyccfter  of  Toft's 
office,  2  Henry  VIII.  and  in  other  offices  down- 
wards-,  which  rents  iare  paid  at  this  day,  16724 
Howbeit,  in  an  ancient  fcedary  of  Halton,  under 
Edward  II.  it  is  faid — Rogerus  de  Toft  Unef  ^jillam 

de  Toft  pro  vicejima  parte  unius  fccdi  mi/itis. 

**  Roger  de.Toft  holds  the  townfliip  of  Toft  for 
"  the  twentieth-part  of  .a  knight's  fee/*  Yet  I 
find  among  the  evidences  of  Toft,  a  little  parch- 
ment, about  the  time  of  the  begirtning  of  the  reign 
of  Edward  III.  in  Latin,  and  by  me  here  ren- 
dered into  Englifti,  as  follows  i 

"  Hugh  de  Toft  confeflfeth  that  he  holds  of  the 

*'  earl  of  Lancafter,    lord  of  Halton,    the  one 

"  moiety  of  the  townfliip  of  Toft,  by  the  tw(  n- 

**  tieth-part  of  a  knight's  fee,    by  homage  and 

**  fealty,  and  the  yearly  rent  of  fev^n  fliillings, 

^'  to  be  paid  to  Halton  on  Martinmas-day  •,  and 

**  that  he  oweth  fuit  of  court  to  Halton  for  the* 

"  fame,  de  qtdndena  in  quindenam  (that  is,  every 

**  fortnight)  ujpon  notice;  and  will  appear  at  the 

''  court  of  paffage,  or  fair  ;  and  ought  to  pay  1 2  d. 

^  to  the  ferjearits  of  Halton,  and  4d.  for  markct- 

"  geld.** 

And  I  find  alfo  among  the  evidences  of  Toft, 
that  the  moiety  of  Toft,  belonging  to  the  barons 
of  Dunham-Maffcy,    was   fcattercd  into  feveral 

parcels ; 
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Sarcels ;  for  Hamon  de  Mafley  granted  to  Arnold 
5  Toft  the  third-part  of  his  moiety  of  Toft^  ren- 
dering the  yearly  rent  of  twenty-pence,  about  the 
rei^  of  king  John.     This  third-pare  of  that 
inoiety,  Bencdid,  the  fon  of  Orme,  the  fon  of 
Arnold  de  Toft,  releafed  unto  Roger  de  Toft,  iS 
Henry  III,  1234.   Confirmed  by  Hamon  Mafley. 
Gervafe,  fon  of  Hugh  of  Mobberley,  alfo  re- 
leafed  to  Walter  de  Tott,  the  right  which  ht  had 
to  the  fixth-part  of  the  townfliip  of  Toft.     And 
afterwards  releafcd  to  Roger,  fon  of  Walter  Toft^ 
^1  his  right  in  the  whole  townfliip  of  Toft,  about 
the  year  1230. 

Robert,  fon  of  Wentlvan,  releafed  alfo  to  Roger, 
fon  of  Walter  de  Toft,  his  moiety  of  another 
third-part  of  the  whole  moiety  of  Toft,  about  tKc 
year  1210.  This  moiety  of  a  third-part,  Robert, 
ion  of  Wentlyan,  had  in  free-marriage  with  Alice 
Jiis  wife,  daughter  of  Hu^h  de  Toft,  And  by 
this  deed  it  appears,  that  this  Hugh  de  Toft  then 
had  the  other  moiety  of  that  third-part  in  his  pof- 
feflion. 

So  that  now  Roger,  fon  of  Waltv  de  Toft^ 
was  poflefled  of  moll  of  the  town  of  Toft,  under 
Henry  III.  And  I  find  Roger  Toft,  fon  of  this 
Roger  Toft,  ftyling  himfelf  lord  of  Toft,  in  rfic 
year  ligS ;  to  whote  pofterity  the  manor  and  town 
of  Toft  have  continued  ever  fince  •,  that  is  to  iay^ 
the  family  of  Toft  of  Toft  continued  till  the  cii^^ 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  VL  about  250  years  1  and, 
then  Robert  Leycercer  (fon  of  Robert,  fon  of 
Joan,  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  Toft  of  Toft^ 
Efq.)  was  poflefled  of  the  manor  of  Toft,  2  Ed- 
ward  IV.  and  hath  fince  belonged  to  his  pofteri- 
ty; Raufe  Leycefter  of  Toft,  Efq.  being  now 
poflefled  of  the  fame,  1672. 


Charterers 
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Charterers  in  Toft,  1672. 

I  The  mefluage  late  the  inheritance  of  Litler 
of  Wallers-cote,  near  Northwich;  Raodle  Mores 
now  tenant.  2.  John  Stretch  of  Little-Peover^ 
bath  now  certain  freehold  lands  in  Toft,  which  he 
lately  purchafed  from  John  Downes,  late  of  Tqft  i 
and  were ,  purchafed  by  Dowhes  fonnerly  from. 
Manwaring  of  Peover. 

The  Pedigree  of  Toft  of  Toft,  coUefted 
out  of  the  Evidences  of  ToF t,  i  672. 

L  Walter  de  Toft.  He  aflumed  the  fumame 
of  Toft  from  the  place  of  his  habitation,  as  was 
the  manner  of  thofe  elder  ages ;  but  of  what  fa- 
mily deicended  I  cannot  tdl.  He  lived  in  the 
reign  of  king  I^ichard  I.  and  king  John,  and  had; 
aiTue  a  ion,  ^led  Roger  de  Toft. 

II.  Roger  de  Toft,  fon  of  Walter  de  Toft.  He 
lived  in  the  year  1230,  and  purchafed  feveral  lands 
in  Toft,  as  I  have  bdfore  declared.  He  had  two 
ions,  Rog^  de  Toft  and  William  de  Toft;  and 
iVIai^aret,  a  daug^ter^  married  to  William,  fon 
of  Roger  Manwaring,  1272, 

William  de  Toft,  youn«r  fon  of  this  Roger^^ 
Ynarried  Joan,  fifter  of  Richard  de  Loitock-Gnu' , 
lam  the  younger,  fon  of  Richard  de  Loftock,  in 
the  year  1277.  This  Joan  became  heir  to  her 
brothers,  Richard  and  '^homas,  who  both  dial 
without  iiTue ;  but  ihe  had  iflue  by  this  William,- 
Rqger  de  Holford,  who  living  at  Holford,  gain- 
ed the  furname  of  Holford;  which  his  pofterity 
.maihed,  and  from  wJiom  the  Holfords  of  Hol- 
ford are  defcended.  She  hadi  two  other  huibands, 
of  whom  fee  more  in  Plumley. 

Note,  that  John  Hplford,  under  Richard  II.  feal- 

ed 
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cd  with  Toft's  coat,  differenced  with  viCbeveron^  as 
I  have  fecn  in  fundry  of  his  feals,  to  wit,  Argent^  a 
Cbeveron  between  three  Text  Tees  Sable  :  Bur  Toft 
of  Toft's  toat  is  Argent^  three  Text  Tees^  without  af 
Cheveron.  •       ■  •     ' 

III.  Roger  Toft  of  Toft,  fon  of  Roger,  mar- 
ried Beatrix,  daugharof  Hugh  Vtnables  of  Kin- 
derton,.about  the  very  beginning  of  Edward  the 
Firft  ;  to  whom  her  father  gave  land  in  Rusfbrd 
in  Kinderton,  beyond  the'bnok  towards  Sprofton, 
and  had  iflue  Roger,  fon  and  heir  •,  Richard  liy-* 
ing6  Edward  II.  Hugh  died  before  9  Edward  II. 
Thomas  living  9  Edward  II.  and  Hamon  Toft ; 
alfo  Henry  Toft,  another  fon. 

IV.  Roger  Toft  of  Toft,  fon  and  heir  of  Roger, 
married  Margery,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wever  of 
Wcver  In  Cheihire,  in  the  year  129S,  and  had 
iHue  Hugh  Toft;  Thomas  Tofr,  who  married 
Margaret,  to  whom  Sir  Raure  Mobberlcy  gave  his 
manor-hoiife  in  Flumley,  1357;  William  Toft, 
another  fon,  16  Edward  III.  Margaret  Tofr,  fifter 
of  Hugh  Toft,  16  Richard  II. 

V.  Hugh  Toft  of  I'oft,  fon  o^  Roger,  married 
Telia',  daughter  of  Thomas  de  i^jnftable,  1325, 
and  had  iifue  Robert  de  Toft  -,  Roger  de  Toft,  liv- 
ing 2  Henry  V.  and  8  Henry  V.  Emme,  a  daugh- 
ter, married  Thomas,  fon  of  Sir  Hamon  Afhlcy  of 
Ail'Icy  in  rlov/don  parifli,  i;?59.  Hugh  Toft,,  ano-" 
i:.  ••  Ton,  parlbn  of  Alderley,  and  afterwards  of 
Sl  .deport,  8  Henry  IV. 

It  feem.eth  that  Roger  Toft  was  elder  brother  tQ 
Robert,  and  had  no  ifllie-male  at  leaft. 

This  Hugh  de  Toft  gave  to  Sir  Hugh  Vcnablcs 
all  his  lands  in  Kinderton  and  Sprofton  (which 
lands  were  given  by  Vcnables  to  his  grandmother) 
inexchnnge  for  the  fixth-parr  of  Bexton,  1359. 

Sir  John  Seyvill,  knight,  brother  of  the"  hofpi- 
tal  of  St.  John  of  Jerulalem,  and  procurer  of  the 

pardoi^ 
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Ipardon  or  indulgence  of  the  caftleof  St.  Peter  (by 
Virtue  of  this  indulgence  of  pope  Alexander  tlite 
Fiftin  granted  to  all  thofe  who  have  put  fbrth  t\tcit 
helping  hand  to  the  fortification  of  tM  faid  caft]e( 
that  they  ihali  chufe  for  themfelves  a  confeflbr) 
now  granteth  to  Hugh  de  Tpft  and  Alice  his  "wife^ 
becaufe  of  their'  charity  iUld  Hid  towards  the  laid 
caftlc)  full  liberty,  by  the  pope's  authority,  to  chuft 
themfelves  a  confeflbr;  wnereunto  the  feal  of  the 
indulgence  for  the  iaidcaftleis  affixed :  dated  in  the 
year  1412.  And  on  the  back  of  the  faid  deed  ii 
written  in  Latin^  v/hkh  I  hare  here  ^ut  into  Eng-^ 
lithi  as  foUoweth ;  * 

"  The  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^  who  hathmVen  to 
'^^  his  difciples  power  of  binding  and  lootings  alH 
**  folve  thee  v  and  I,  by  the  apoftolical  authority  of 
**  St.  Paul^  and  the  wnble  Mother-church,  by  the 
**  help  of  both  which  and  the  pope's  indylgenc^ 
^  do  abfolve  thee  from  all  thy  litis,  of  whicli  bhr 
^^  contrition  thou  haft  confefled^  or  hcireafter  flialt 

"  confcfs. And  I  grant  the  fuU  remlltion  of  all 

*'  thy  fins^  that  thou  fnayefl  have  eternal  life  for 
*'  ever.  AmeA.  Ahd  if  it  happen  that  thou  rcr 
**  cover  not  this  prefent  infirmity,  I  rcfc^e  it  fot 
*'  thee  even  in  the  very  point  of  dfeath.*' 

By  which  deed  it  may  ftctn  that  Hugh  de  Toft 
had  a  lattet  wife  called  Alfce,  and  that  Tie  died  iii 
the  year  141 2,  or  thereabouts.  It  is  uncertain 
whether  John  de  Holfbrd  did  not  afterwards  marry 
this  Alice." 

Robert  Toft  of  Toft,  fon  of  Hugh,  married 
Ctcelyj  the  widow  of  John  Clark  of  Hawarde^^ 
and  had  iffue  •  Roger  de  Toft\  who  died  without 
iffue ;  and  Joan  married  Raufe  Lcycefter,  vounger 
brother  to  John  Leyceftef  of  Tablcy ;  howbeic,  her 
iflue  was  not  poflcffed  of  the  manor  of  Toft  tiU 
after  the  death  of  her  father  and  brother^  about 
th^r  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth. 

5  O  JohA 
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John  bi/hop  pf  Coventry  and  Lichfield  ( thiswai 
Jcjui  iBur^ill)  granted  to  Robert.de  Toft  and  Ci- 
cely hit  mi^  liberty  pf  keeping  a  chaplain  for  the 
pekbraqng  of  divine  duties  in  ihcir  private  onuo- 
ria,    Pfited  in  pyr  city  pf  Lichfield^  Decenober 

.AnditfeemethfP  be  this  Robert  de  Tofc  who 
1^  conltabje  of  the  caftlcof  Halton.in  Chefhire, 
^n^  repelyed  4pU  at  Cliefter)  bv  the  hands  of  WU- 
l|ana  cje  A|f:vin>lQW»  bailiff  of  the  ferjeanty  of  Hal- 
tpq,  frpin  Robert  Paris  then  the  king's  auditor  at 
Cbefter,  the  aift  d^y  <^  July,  22  Richard  II.  for 
the  waid  and  cuftody  of  the  (aid  caftle,  for  bini- 
fi|lf  and  diyciis  efquir^  and  archers,  then  being  in 
the  faid  c^ie  by  the  appointment  of  the  king's 
f  ousLcU.; 

SoendedtbefamilyofToftofToft.     .  . 

The  Defcent  of  Leycester  of  Toft,  col- 
lected carefully  out  of  the  evidences  of 

that  damily,  1672. 

♦  - 

I.  Raufe  Lcycefter,  younger  brother  of  John 
I^cefter  of  Tabley,  married  Joan,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Robert  Tottof  Toft,-,  fhc  was  a  widow  14 
Richard  II.  and  Raufe  died  between  Michaelmas- 
day  and  the  twelfth  of  Odbober,  in  the  fourth  year 
of  the  reign  of  kin^  Richard  the  Second. 

The  firfl:  of  the  iffue  of  Joan  that  poiTciTed  the 
manor  of  Toft  whom  I  meet  withal,  was  Robert 
Leycefter^  ion  of  Robert,  fon  of  this  Raufe  and 
Joan,  and  that  2  Edward  IV.  for  till  about  this 
time  Robert  Toft,  father  of  Joan,  furvived,  or 
R(^er  his  fon. 

When  John  Leyccfter  of  Nether-Tablcy  fold 
away  all  his  right  and  title  to  the  moiety  of  the 
^nor  of  Mobberley,  with  the  advowfon  of  the 
church  unto  John  Dumvill  of  Mobberley   aad 

Cicely 
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Cicely  his  wife,  i  Riclurd  IL  (which  lands  were 
fettled  on  the  faid  John  Le^cefter,  by  Sir  Raufe 
Mobberley  of  Mobberley  his  uncle,  by  feoffees  in- 
truded, in  the  year  1359)  y  It  was  then  agreed, 
that  one  third  part  of  tnat  moiety  fhould  defcend  to 
Raufe  Leyceftcr  his  brother,  iafter  the  death  o£ 
John  Duhdvill  and  Cicely  %  which  was  eftated  ac* 
cordingly  by  Thomas  Ficton  of  Gowefworth,  and 
other  feoffees  intrufted  (after  divifion  thereof  made) 
by  the  nam<3  of  fifteen  mefluages,  two  parts  of  ^ 
melfuage,  316  acres,  half  an  acre,  half  a  quartqr 
of  an  acre,  ten  perches,  and  half  a  perch  of  land, 
fix  teen  acres  of  wood,  one  quarter  and  five  perches^* 
eight  acres  ofmofs,  the  third  part  of  a  water  mUl,* 
and  the  third  part  of  all  the  wastes  of  Mobberley 
then  unmeafured,  together  with  the  rent  and  fer- 
vices   of  the  faid  Raufe  Leyceder  and  A/y'illiam 
Dawfon  in  Mobberley ;  to  hold  to  John  Duqfivlli 
and  Cicely  his  wife  fbr  their  lives — -and  after  ftcir 
deadis  then  to  renjain  to  Raufe  LfCycefter  and  the 
heirs-male  of  his  body  ;  and  if  Raufe  die  without 
ht'irs-maleof  his  body,  then  to  remain  to  the  right 
heirs  of  Cicely  aforefaid  for  ever.     DateS  at  Mob- 
berley on  Tucfday  in  the  fcaft  of  St.  FecroniU  the 
Virgin,  1378  ;  and  Raufe  Leycefter  had  igl.  ajj- 
nual  rent  eltated  on  him,  during  th^  lives  of  the 
faid  John  Dumvill  and  Cicely,  out  of  all  the  land^ 
in  Mobberley  by  fine  levied  to  the  faid  feoffees,^  i 
Richard  II.  which  lahds  in  Mobberley  fo  ftttled 
on  this  Raufe  Leycefier,  ^re  now  in  pofiefTion  of 
Leycefter  of  Toft,  1672. 

Sp  that  it  feemsr  .RaufiE:  Leyce^r  aforefaid  ha4 
one  meffuage  in  &<obberley  by  the  grant  of  Nicho- 
las Leycefter  hiis  father,  and  Mary  hi;  mother, 
before  thefe  other  lands  were  efta^  on  hini  in 
Mobberley ;  and  he  pucchaicd  William  Da^fon'^ 
laW  in.  Mpbbefiey^^fer  th?  f^t^exqent  aforefaid, 
to  wit,  3  Richarcl  H. 

S  6  t  But 
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-  But  the  third  part  of  the  mill,  in  the  fettkinen| 
mentioned,  Roi3ert  Lcycefter  fold  to  John  Trout-. 
back,i8HeniyVI. 

«  This  H^ufe  Leycoftppand  Joan  his  wifeh.ad  ifliie 
Robert  LevG^fter,  MPho  fucceede^  heir  i  and  Roger 
Lcycefter  living  i8  Richard  I  J. 

Wow  that  this  Haufe  Lwccfter  was  younger 
brother  to  John  L|Cyc?fter  qi  Nethcr-Tabley,  ap^ 
pears  by  the  examinations  tak^n  on  the  part  of 
Robert  Grofvcnor  of  Hulme,  againft  Scroop,  con- 
cerning the  bearing  of  ^  coat  of  arms,  in  the  year 
1386,  where  John  Lcycefter  is  faid  to  be  then  forty- 
UK  years  old,  and  Raiife  Lcycefter  forty  years  old. 
The  original  upon  record  in  the  Tower  ot  London^ 
call^  The  Bundle  inter  Screop  iff  Grofvcnor :  A  copy 
of  'Which  record,  tranfcribed  in  a  great  book,  re- 
n\vns  now  ^ith  Grofvenor  of  £a(on-boat  in 
Chefhire. 

A$  alfo,  that  the  ancient  lands  pf  the  Leycefters 
remain  at  this  day,  1672,  in  the  poffeffion  of  Lcy- 
cefter of  Tabley;  which  muft  have  defccndcd  to 
the  heirs  of  this  Raufe,  if  he  had  be^n  the  elder 
brother. 

Again,  in  the  deeds  of  Toft,  mentioning  the  par^ 
tition  of  the  lands  in  Mobberley,  between  Johr\ 
Dumyill  and  Cicely  his  wife  on  the  one  part,  and 
John  Lcycefter  and  Raufe  his  brother  on  the 
other  part;  for  if  ^jiufe  Leypcfter  had  been  the 
elder  brother,  it  would  have  be«n  faid  betwixt 
Raufe  Lcycefter  and  John  his  brother. 

And  Igiftly,  that  L^cefter  of  Toft  beareth  hia 
coat  of  arms  gt  this  day  with  a  diftinftion  from  the 
coat-armour  pf  Lcycefter  of  Tabley,  by  adding  a. 
Fret  upon  the  Fefs\  and  omnis  addttio  prob^t  mino- 
rhatem: 

But  of  this  enough :  which  I  rather  mention, 
left  any  fliould  judge  me  partial  in  myxwn  cauft,^ 
withoBt  certain  ground)}  of  truth.  .- .   ' 
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This  Rauie  Lcyceftcr  had  lands  in  Chorley  juxt^ 
Warfordyby  the  grant  of  Mary  his  mother. 

II.  Robert   Leycefter,   fon  and  heir  of  Raufe, 

married . — ,  and  bad  iffue  Robert;,  fon  andheiri^ 

Handle,  fecond  fon,  and  John,  third  foa^  living 
1 1  Henry  IV. 

.This  Randle  Leycefter,  fecond  fon,  married  Ifa-^ 
bel,daughterandcohcirof  David  Crewe  of  Pulcroft, 
from  whom  the  Leycefters  of  Poole,  in  Nantwich 
hundred,  are  dettcnded,  as  appears  by  the  evidences 
of  that  family.  This  Randle  died  in  the  year- 
J  43  8,  whofepMlerity  continued  here  until  Richar4 
Leycefter,  late  mayor  of  Chcfter,  and  alderman  of 
that  city,  having  no  iflbe,  gave  all  his  lands  in 
Poole  to  Sir  Henry  Delves  of  Dodington,  baronet, 
in  marriage  >vith  Mary  his  niece,  daughter  of  Ran«r  • 
die  Leyceller  his  late  brother.  This  lady  Mary 
Delves  was  fecond  wife  of  Sir  Henry,  and  was  a 
widow,  1666,  but  had  no  iffue  by  Sir  Henry, 
But  thefe  lands  are  fettled  to  defcend  to  another 
Leycefter  fprung  from  that  familyj  after  the  death 
pf  the faid. Mary  without  iflfue, 

III.  Robert  Leycefter  of  Toft,  Efquire,  fon  of 
Robert,  is  the  firftof  this  family  whom  I  find  ftyled 
pe  Toft,  and  poffefled  of  the  fame,  to  wit,  146a. 

He  married  Jane,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Raufe 
Booth,  younger  fon  of  Sir  Robert  Booth  of  Dun- 
ham-Maffey,  whom  the  faid  Raufe  begot  on  Mar- 
garet his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Sibell 
pf  Sandwich,  in  Kent. 

This  Robert  had  iffue  Raufe  Leycefter,  Robert 
another  fon,  living  i  Henry  VII.  John,  another  i 
fon,  J  2  Henry  VII  I.  Agnes,  a  daughter,  married 
to  John-  Bijtks  of  Birtles,  near  Over-Alderley, 
1466. 

This  Robert  Leycefter  arid  John  Leg^of  Booths 
fommjt^  an  aflkult'on  Dennys  Holland,  fervant 
Vo  Sir  Geffrey  Maffey  olTfltton,  ia  theaight-time, 

anc^ 
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and  chafed  and  deftroyed  his  deer  in  Tiinon  park  | 
for  which  they  paid  2pl.  a-pie^e,  ao  Henry  VI.  by 
ayvard. 

.  IV.  R^ufc  Leycefter,  fon  and  heir  pf  Robcrti^ 
married  Agnes,  daughter  and  heir  of  Rpbert  Rat- 
plifFc,  1477,  and  had  iflue  John  Leyceftcr,  fon 
and   heir,  and  James  Lcycelter,   living  i  Henry 

yii. 

This  Raufe  died  in  the  life-time  of  his  father^ 
;o  wit,  1485, 

V.  John  Leycefter  of  Toft,  ILlq.  fon  and  heir 
of  Raui^,  married  Elinour,  one  of  the  daughters 
and  co-heirs  of  Sir  James  Harrington  of  Wolfage 
in  Northamptonfhire,and  had  iflue  Raufe  Leycef- 
ter, fon  and  heir ;  Philip,  another  fon,  who  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  the  widow  pf  James  Grimfditch 
of  Grimfditch  in  Nether-Whitlcy,  27  Henry  VIII, 
Geffrey^  Leycefter,  fon  and  heir,  living  1520 ; 
Jane,  a  daughter,  married  Robert  Langton  of 
Lowe  in  Lancaftiire,  Efq.  14  Henry  VIIL  1 
find  alfo  mentioned  in  a  pedigree  two  other  fons^ 
Thomas,  and  Richard ;  but  I  cannot  yet  prove 
them  fo  diredly  as  the  other. 

This  John  Leycefter  died  1511;  Elinour  fur- 
vived,  and  was  a  widow,  1520.  She  was  the  ninth 
daughter  and  co-heir,  and  had  lands  in  Brickef- 
worth  in  Northampton/hire :  for  Sir  James  haii 
ten  daughters  and  co-heirs  in  all 

yi.  Raufe  Leycefter  of  Toft,  Efq.  fon  and  heir 
pf  John,  married  Ellen,  daughter  of  Raufe  Eger- 
ton  of  Ridley  in  Chefhire,  Efq.  1489,  and  had 
iflfue  Raufe  Leycefter,  fop  and  heir. 

ThisRauie  died  1525,  aged  37  years :  aftcr^ 
wards  Ellen  his  widow  married  Robert  Hpnford 
of  Chorley.  Ellen  furvived  both  her  hulbands, 
and  was  livi%j20  Hen.  VIII, . 

VI L  Sjt  Raufe  L^j^efter jof  :Toft,  .knigi.ijV :  fon  , 
and  hcir.pf  Rj^ufejK  5v^:kVgHtcd  at  Leith  in^Scot- 
,  "  land. 
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1*01111,.  thei  ith  of  May,  1544,  at  whioh*  tame  the 
earl  of  Hertford,  being  tlien  general^  *icnighml 
fome  other  Chelhire  gentlemen,  and  ieveral  others 
alfo.      .  -•.--  '''■    -'■' 

.  Sir  Raufe  had  two  wives  \  the  £rft  ^s^  Eltoii^ 
daughter  of  Philip  L^h  of  Booths^  near  Knutv- 
ford,  £fq.  13  Hen.  VIII.  bf  whom  he  had  iflue 
Raufe  Leycefter,  eldeft  fon,  who  died  y6ung.  Wiltt- 
am  Leycdler  fecond  fon  fucceeded  heir.  Lawrente 
'Leyceiler,  another  fon,  married  Jane,  daugfatir 
of  John  Warburton  of  Bromfield  ;  and  John,  wh0 
died  without  i0ue :  Alfo  Elizabeth,  married  to  Sir 
Randle  Manwaringof  Over-Peover;  fhewas  hfa 
iecond  wife,  but  had  no  iflfue  by  him :  afterwards 
flic  married  Sir  Edmond  TraflFord  of  Trafford, 
near  Manchefter.  Anne,  another  daughter,  mar- 
ried Philip  Manwaring,  brother,  and  afterwards 
heir,  to  Sir  Randle  aforefaid.  Ellen  died  in  her  in* 
fancy ;  and  Mary  married  Hugh  Calveley  of  Lea^ 
near  Eaton-boat  in  Cheftiire,  Eiq. 

His  fecond  wite  was  Jane,  thie  widotkr  of  John 
Edwards  of  Chirk  in  DenbighJhire,  £l'q«  and 
daughter  of  Sir  George  Calveley  of  Lea,  but 
had  no  iifue  by  her. 

William  Davenport  of  Chorley,  gentleman^ 
Ijrantcd  to  this  Sir  Raufe  Lcycefter  the  office  ot 
lenefchall,  or  ftewardlhip  of  all  his  lands  in  Chor- 
ley, Warford,  and  Fullhaw,  and  the  conduction, 
f;overnance,  and  fervice  in  the  time  of  war,  called 
Tiu  Mauradeny  as  well  of  him  the  faid  William 
and  his  heirs,  as  of  all  his  tenants:  dated  the  4th 
of  July,  4 and  5  Philip  and  Mary  :  alfo  the  like 
deed  nude  to  Sir  Raute  by  Hemy  Bradlhaw  of 
Bradfhaw-brook,  in  Alioftock,  i  and  2  Philip  and 
Mary  :  alfo  another  fuch  deed  made  to  Sir  Raufe 
by  John  Hiccock  of  Nether-Feovcr,  1  and  2  Phi- 
lip and  Mary  i  the  originals  are  in  Latin.     Hie* 

cock's 
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cock's  land  in  Ncther-Peover,  is  now  Powdfeii^t 
and  others. 

Sir  Raufe  alfo  bought  from  William  Bradihaw 
of  AUoftock,  two  mcuuagps  in  Alloftock,  Hulle^ 
and  Bancroft^  by  fine,  levied  at  Chefter  the  a/tb 
of  May«  I  and  2  Philip  and  Mary. 
.  He  was  cntruftcd  for  receiving  certain  fiims  of 
money  by  way  of  loans  in  Denbighihire,  and  for 
delivering  fuch  privy  feak  as  werMent  io  him,  as 
appears  by  the  queen's  letter  unto  him  y  dated  thr 
30th  of  Decemberi  5  Elizabeth. 

And  I  find  that  Gilbert  Dethick^  aliris  Norroy^ 
principal  herald,  and  king  of  arms  of  the  north 
parts  of  England  from  the  river  Trent  Northward, 
gave  to  this  Sir  Raufe  Leycdkr  the  arms  and  crcft 
in  the  manner  following ;  to  wit,  Sai^ldy  on  a  Fefi 
tngrailed  between  three  Falcon^  Silver  vclanty  beclud 
and  membered  Gold^  a  Licn^s  bead  Cahoche  jizure^ 
langued  and  cared^  between  two  Cups  covered^  Gules ; 
upon  his  helm,  On  a  ^orfe  Silver  and  Sable^  a 
Rce-buck  far  ty 'pale  Gold  and  Gules^  horned  of  the  fe^ 
cond^  holding  in  his  mouth  an  jiccrn  Branchy  ftalked  and 
leafed  zcrtj  mantled  Gules^  doubled  Silver :  to  hold 
for  him  and  his  pofterity,  to  their  honours  for 
evermore:  dated  the  15th of  May,  2  Edward  VI. 
two  fair  feals  appendant  in  wooden  boxes,  the 
<'j!ic  being  his  own  arms,  and  the  other  the  feal  of 
his  office  as  Norroy ;  at  which  1  contefs,  I  won- 
der, that  he  ftiould  feek  for  a  coat,  as  being  ig-» 
norant  of  one  due  to  liim :  and  yet  1  haVe  ob- 
fcrved,  that  among  all  the  deeds  there  is  not  any 
one  to  be  found  among  the  deeds  of  Leyccftcr 
of  Toft  hitherto,  which  hath  any  coat  of  arms 
at  all  in  an  cicutcheon  affixed  to  any  of  their 
•deeds,  or  in  any  of  their  feals,  appropriated  w 
Leyccftcr  of  Toft :  howbcit,  the  heralds  of  Chef- 
fter  have  recorded  for  them  Leycefter  of  Tab 

fey'* 
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leyS  coat  with  a  difFerencc,  which  indeed  is  moft 
truly  fuitable. 

This  Sir  Raufe  Lejrcefter  fold  away  all  his  pur- 
part of  the  manor  orBraflingham  in  Norfolk,  and 
adSrbwfon  of  the  church  there,  to  Francis  Balder* 
and  Edmund  Wifeman,  gentlemen  :  dated  the  lit 
day^April,  4  Elizabeth/ 

Upon  fome  diflFerence  between  ^ir  Raufe  and 
dame  Jane  Legh,  late  wife  of  Sir  John  Legh  of 
Booths,  deceafed,  it  was  agreed  between  Sir  Wil- 
liam Sneyd,  knight,  and  the  faid  dame  Jane  Legh 
oh  ithe  one  part,  and  Sir  Raufe  Leyceftei',  knight,  oil 
the  other,  by  deed  dated  the  8th  of  Oftpbier,  i  ft  Eli- 
zabeth, that  Sir  Raufe  ihould  npt'puifiiie  arty  fur- 
ther fuit  in  the  court  of  wards  ^  in  Confideration 
whereof,  the  faid  Sir  Raufe  and  dame  Ellen  his 
wife  fhould  peaceably  enjoy  thofe  lands  devifed 
to  them,  &c.  and  Sir  Raufe  to  kill  one  fat  buck  in 
lummer,  and  a  doe  in  winter,  out  of  the  park  at 
Booths,  during  the  minority  of  John  Legh  -,  and 
to  have  the  keeping  of  a  horfe  in  the  fame  yearly. 
But  the  5th  of  Elizabeth,  Sir  Raufe  had  a  grant 
from  the  queen  of  certain  parcels  of  land,  late  the 
inheritance  of  Sir  John  Legh,  deceafed,  and  late 
the  jointure  of  the  faid  dame  Jane,  during  the 
minority  of  the  ward. 

Sir  Raufe  Leycefter  died  the  23d  of  February, 
i572>2iged53  years. 

VIII.  William  Leycefter  of  Toft,  Efq.  fecond 
fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Raufe,  married  Catherine, 
daughter  of  John  Edwards  of  Chirk  in  Den- 
bighfliire,  Efq.  and  by  her  had  iffue,  Raufe  Ley- 
cefter, eldeft  fon,  died  without  iffUe ;  George  Ley- 
cefter, fecond  fon,  fucceeded  heir  -,  Jane,  a  daugn- 
tcr,  married  Henry  Davenport  of  Chorlcy,  gen- 
tleman, 37  Elizabeth;  Anne,  another  daughter j 
Ellen,  another  daughter-,  Pamell  or  Petronill, 
another  daughter ;  tnefe  three  Were  never  married  : 
5P  and 


836  ANT  I  Q^U  I  T  I  E  S 

and  Mary,  another  daughter,  married  Rowland 
Huntington,  aftcnvards  to  David  Middleton  of 
Cheiler,  thirdly,  to  George  Calveley,  baltard  ion 
to  Sir  George  Calvcley  ot  Lea, 
'  Catherine  the  wife  of  William  Leyceftcr^  died 
J.572.  Afterwards  William  Lcyccftcr  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robiert  Worflcy  of  Booths, 
in  Lancafhire. 

This  William  fold  away  all  his  part  of  Bricklef- 
worth  in  Northamptonlhire,  unto  Thomas  Bar- 
ham  of  Teflon,  m  Kent  gentleman,  for  three 
hundred  pqunds,  by  deed,  dated  the  29th  of  April, 
20  Elizabeth. 

Willianj.  Lcyccller  of  Toft  died  November  18^ 
1 58 J,  and  jyas  buried  at  Mdbberley  the  25th  of 
No vcmber  fQlIowl  ng,  agpd  40  years.. 

IX.  Sir  George  i-eycefter  of  Toft,  knight^ 
fccond  fon  and  heir  of  William,  married  Ahcc, 
cldeft  daughter  of  Peter  Leyceller  of  Tabley, 
Efquire,  and  co-heir  to  the  lands  of  Colwich, 
near  Owfeley-Bridge  in  SafFordlhirc,  22  Eliza* 
beth  i  which  hnds  dcfccnded  in  right  of  .their 
mother  Klii^abcth,.  daughter  and  heir  of  Edward 
Colwich  of  Colv/ich,  Eiq, 

Robert  earl  of  Leiccller,  baron  of  Denbigh^ 
&c.  her  majeRy's  lieutenant,  and  captain-general 
of  all  her  army  and  forces  in  thc/e  parts,  and  go- 
vernor-general of  all  the  provinces  and  cities  unit- 
ed, and  their  aflbciates  in  the  Low^Countries,  for 
the  good  opinion  we  have  of  the  fidelity  of  this 
gentleman  George  Leyceller  our  fervant,  we  have 
appointed  him  captain  of  r  50  foot-men,  undHugh 
Starkey'his  lieutenant,  now  fervant  to  Sir  Chrifto- 
pher  Hat  ton,  &c.  Given  iander  my  hand  and  fca^ 
at  Amersford,  the  15th  day  of  May,  1586. 

Sir  George  was  knighted  about  44  Eliz.  and 
was  made  flaerifrpf  Cheftiire  by  patent,  dated  Dc- 
ccrfiber  29,  45  Eliz.  but  the  queen  dying  in  March 

following. 
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following,  he  had  another  patent  for  the  fame  dur, 
rante  bene  piad/Oy  dated  April  ^y   1603, 

He  had  ilTue  William  Leycefter,  who  died .  at 
the  age  of  three  years  ;  George,  fecond  fon,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  feven  years ;  Raufe,  third  forf^ 
fitccciedcd  iieir;  alfo  Eli^Abeth,  eldeft  daughter, 
died  in  her  infancy ;  Catherine  married  William 
Tatton  of  Withenfhaw,  in  Chcfhire,  Efq.  AfterV 
wards  Ihe-  married'  Doftor  Nichols^  -  parfon  bt 
Chedle  :  Mary,  another  daughter,  married  James 
Maffey  of  Sale,  Efq/  161 1,  whole  wardfhip  Sii^ 
George  had ;  Alice,  anotherdaughter,  married  John 
Bradmaw,  of  Bradlhaw  in  Lancaftiire,  Efq. 

Sir  George  was  buried  at  Mobberley,  April  4, 
1 61 2,  fo  the  regifter  of  that  church  hath  itj 
he  was  then  aged  about  45  years ;  a  perfon  who  hacf 
been  very  ferviceableto  his  country.  •  He  bought 
certain  parcels  of  land  in  Toft  from  Randle  Man- 
waring  of  Over-Peover,  Efq,  ^j*Eliz/ 

X.  Raufe  Leycefter  of  Tott,  Efq.  third^fon  and 
heir  of  Sir  George,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  4.n-^ 
thony  Woodhull  of  Mollington  in  Okfordihire, 
Efq.  and  had  iffue  George  Leycefterfdn  and  heir  ^ 
Raufe,  fecond  Ion,  died  without  iflue  ;'  Anfhony' 
third  fon,  died  without  iffue  •,  Mary,  eidcft  daugh- 
ter, married  Culvert  Chambers  of  Oxfordfliire, 
who  bought  the  cattle  of  Carnow,  and  othct  land^ 
in  Ireland ;  after  whofe  death  fhe  married  Job 
Ward ;  and  laftly  to  colonel  William  Ayre,  late- 
ly imprifoned  in  Ireland  •,  Jane,  fecond  daughter, 
married  captain  Conney,  after  to  Thomas  Hart,  of 
the  Hart,  in  Fcttcr-lane,  London  ^  Townfcnd- 
third  daughter,  married  George  Brown  of  ffaJ- 
brooke,  in  Over-Peover^  gent.  and.h^iflbeGe6rg€f; 
Thomas,  and  other  children,  but  they  all  4^e(J  be- 
fore they  came  to  maturity.  "  .    ^    • 

This  Raufe  fold  hisi  part  of  the  lahdjj  -of  Cbl- 

wich,  and' the  advowfon  of  that  churcfc,  and  was 

^  P  2  buried 
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buried  it  Mobbbcrlcy,  the  17th  of  June,  1640. 
Mary  his  wife  was  buried  alio  at  Mobberlcy.  the 
2ifV  of  September,  1653. 

XL  George  Lejxcftcr  of  Toft,  Efq.  (on  and 
heirof  Raufe,  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  John 
Clayton,  and  fifter  and  co-heir  of  Richard  Clayton 
of  Crooke,  in  Lancafhtre,  Efq.  1639,  and  hath  if- 
fue  Raufe  Leycefter,  eldcft  fon ;  George  Leyccfter, 
fecond  fon  ;  Philip  Leycefter,  third  Ibn,  who  maK 
ried  Anne,  daughter  and  co-heir  to  Mr.  Furnivall 
of  Old-W  ithington,  deccafcd,  1671.  John,  fourth 
fon,  died  without  iflue,  1666;  William,  another 
fon,  and  Richard  another  fon ;  Mary,  eldeft  daugh- 
ter, married  George  Hocknell  of  Prcnton  in  Vvir- 
ral,  1668;  Anne,  fecond  daughter,  and  Elizabeth, 
third  daughter,  living  1672.  And  fix  children 
more  died  in  their  infancy,  Richard,  Anthony, 
Richard,  Joan,  Dorothy,  and  Joan. 

This  George  was  buried  at  Mobberley  the  19th 
of  June,  1671,  Dorothy  furvivcd,  by  whom  came 
the  lands  in  Lincolnihire  and  Crooke. 

XIL  Raufe  Leycefter  of  Toft,  Efq.  fon 
and  heir  of  George,  married  Eleanor,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Sir  Peter  Leycefter  of  Nether-Tabley, 
baronet,  Aoguft  29,  1665,  and  hath  iffue  Elea- 
nor, .  Elizabeth,  Dorothy,  Frances,  and  Anne, 
born  at  Mobberley  Auguft24,  1672,  being  Sa- 
turday. 

Over-Walton. 

IT  fcems  that  Over-Walton  was  held  irtimedi- 
atcfy  from  the  lord  of  Dareft)ury  5  for  Marge- 
ha  Dbmina  de  Darelbury,  daughter  and  heir  of 
WfHtam  Darefbury  of  Dareft)ury,  and  widow  of 
Henry  k  Norreys,  gave  to  Alan  le  Norreys  her 
Ton,  -and  to  Mabill  his  wife,  daughter  of  Randle 

do 
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de.Mcrton,the  manor  of  Dareftmry,  13x4.  The 
original  in  poffcffion  of  Daniel  of  Dalrclbury, 
1649, 

However,  originally  it  was  held  of  the  baron  of 
Helton. 

William  de  Walton,  fon  of  Herbert  de  Walton^ 
was  before  poflefled  of  Ovcr-Walton. 

Aftprwajds  I  find  Simon  deMerburyj  fon.  of 
Randie.  de  Merbury,  together  with'idonea  Bisi 
wife,  pafiing  away  unto  Hugh  iStandifh  aiid  his 
hcir$.  .  ,    .    '     . 

.  This  I4onea  was  ^daughter  ancf  Heir  .of  Thptnas 
de  Walton,,  by  wh  om  Simon  had  ilTue  Rahdle  de 
Merbury,  fon  and  heir  ;  from  whom  the  Mcrbu- 
ricsof  Walton  defcended  ^  alifo  Thgrnasand  John, 
who  died  both  without  iifue  before  41  £dw.  III. 

Hugh  Standiih  aforefaid,  by ,  fine  at  .Cbefter; 
B  £dw.  II.  had  ijive  acres  of  land,  and  half  of  .the 
manor  of  Oyer-Walton,.gr^f\teid.  unto  him  by 
Henry  fon  of  Richard  de  Walton,  whercbv.it  mjty 
feem  that  Standifh  now  had  all  Chrfir-Wfdipoci,  ejc-? 
oept  the  capital  mefiuage  aod  the  fiihifig  in  ^^rfey 
river.  r         .       :. 

But  afterwards  I  fin^i  Ifahel,  .daughter,  of  Tho« 
niasde  Elton,  making  Ki(;hard  LeilwicK  hc;r  attor- 
ney, to  take  poflefiion  in  her  n^mcof  the  maWr.ot 
Over-Walton,  and  of  certain  lands  in  Niethcr-  , 
Walton,  together  with  the  reverfion  of  the  lands 
of  Idonea,  grandmother  of  Thomas  fon  of  Randie 
Merbury,  in  Hatton,  34  Edw,  III. 

Not  long  after  Merbury  was  poflefled  of  Over- 
Walton  :  For  William  Daniell  of  Darefbury  (hav- 
ing the  wardfhip  of  the  heir/  granted  to  Alice,  ^wi- 
dow of  Randie  Merbury,  two  parts  of  the  ipmor 
of  Over- Walton,  during  the  piinoritv^of  ^ugh, 
fon  of  the  faid  Randle.Merbury^  now  deceafipd^  for 
the  yearly  rent  of  iK  6s.  4d.  dat^.1401. 
Since  which  time  the  Merburies  <xf  Walton  en- 
joyed 


840         A  N  T  I  Q^U  I  T  I  E  S 

joyed  the  fame,  until  Sir  Peter  Brooke  of  Mcir, 
now  living,  1666,  lately  bought  the  fame  from 
Thonnas  Merbury  of  Walton,  gentleman,  with  alF 
his  whole  cftatc. 

Charterers  now  m  Over-Walton,  1666. 

I.  John  Dunbabbin  of  Over-Walton,  a.  Ri- 
chard R  utter.  3.  Richard  Webfter.  Thefe  lands 
formerly  belonged  to  Sir  Richard  Brooke  of  Nor- 
ton. 4,  Thomas  Warburton  of  Partingtson;  late- 
ly bought  from  Thomas  Merbury,  late  of  WaltoiL 


Nether-Walton. 

THIS  town,  as  well  as  the  other  Waltoiu 
fcems  to  take  its  name  from  the  multitiide 
of  the  Iprings  therein  •,  for  the  ancient  Saxons 
called  a  fpringing  water,  A  Wawe ;  for  which  we 
now  ufc  the  word  Well. 

Geffrey  Dutton  of  Chedle  gave  to  Richard, 
fon  of  Robert  Maffey  of  Sale,  all  his  lands  in 
Nether- Walton,  in  exchange  for  his  manor  of 
Afhlcy,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 

Sir  Hugh  Dutton  of  *Dutton,  22  Edward  I.  is 
found  to  hold  half  of  Nether- Walton  cf  the  barou 
of  Hal  ton. 

And  in  the  offices  of  Mafiey  de  Sale,  Mafiey  is 
found  to  hold  half  of  Nether-Walton  of  Warbur- 
ton  of  Ark-y. 

But  Mafley  of  Sale  hath  fold  his   moiety   of. 
Nether-Walton,  except  one  cottage,  as  followethj 
1666. 

I.  Thomas  Maffey  of  Nether- Walton.     This 
was  bouglit  from  his  landlord  Mafley   of  Sale. 
:.    William  Ford    of  Nether- Walton  •,    bought 
trom  Maffey  of  Sale,     3.  John  Hatton  of  Nether- 
Walton  J 
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Walton ;  bought  from  Mailey  of  Sale.  4.  Richard 
J4airey  of  Sale,  Efq.  hath  now  one  cottage,  in 
poififflion  of  William  Wilfon,  ^666,  5.  John 
bumbill.  6.  William  irforman. 
;  The  other  moiety  of  Nether- Walton,  which 
formej^y  belonged  to  Dutton  of  Dutton,  is  now 
belonging  to  Sir  Peter  Brooke  of  Mere,  which  he 
fmrc^fci  lately  fron>  Merbury  of  Walton,  as  alfo 
41  his  Jands  in  Over- Walton,  Appletpri,  Hull, 
and>Stockton. 

..,.The.manor-ho^fc  isfuuate'  in  Over- Walton, 
bi^t  .part  of  the  4emefnQ  now.  thereunto  bdk^ngiiig 
Ijpth  in  Ncthcr-Waiton. 


Warburton. 

HERE  is  an  ancient  free  chapel  at  Wacburton, 
now  ufually  taken  for  a  parifli-church  j 
whereof  Warburton  of  Arley,  lord  of  the  town, 
is  patron.  This  parifli  comprehended!  ;only  the 
townfliip  of  Warburton,  which  in  our  mize-book 
is  rated  at  12  s.  ... 

The  words  of  the  bftitution  and  induAion  of 
Xht  pfe&nt  parfon  are, — Jd  likerami  capellam  dt 
Jf^arpttrioH,  &  fnedietBtem.r$8m^icck/radeLimm. 
'So  that  W  arburton  had  the  gift  of  half  of  Limmc, 
40  well  as  of  Warburton  wholly ;  and  he  is  pre- 
iented  here  to  both,  and  ought  to  fupply  Warbur- 
jon;  every  Sunday,  andLimme  every  other  Sun- 
day by  courfe. 

.  Jn  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  William 
Ficz-Nigell,  baron,  of  Halton,  held  one  nu}iety  of 
Warburtgn,  which  Ernui  formerly  .held;  and 
<)(bern,  fon  pf  Tezzon  (furmifed  to :  be  the  an- 
ceftdrs  of  the  Boy  dells  of  Dodlefton)  .held  the 
othier  moiety  of  Warburton,  which  Ravene  for- 
merly held, 

Adam 
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Adam  de  Dutton,  younger  ion  of  Hugh-Dur* 
ton  of  Dutton,  became  pofleficd  of  both  fktk 
moieties  of  Warburton,  towards  the  thne  of  ksng 
Richard  I.  One  moiety  he  had  by  Agnes 'bis^ife^ 
daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  Fitz-Alufcd  ;  and  I 
take  it  to  be  that  moiety  hdd  t>f  fioydell^  which 
Adam,  by  the  confent  of  Agnes  his  wii^,  gave  to 
the  religious  houfe  of  canons,  of  the  oriecr  of  Pre- 
fmonftrants,  here  at  Warburton,  about  the  reigp  of 
king  John.  ..-..:.-.   ,.•.. 

Saint  WcrbUrgh  was  the  daughter  of  Wolferc, 
.kingof  Mercia,  a  holy  virgin,  whofe  -fcaft  b^  ce- 
lebrated ufually  on  the  i6th  day  of  June;  £iiM 
almanacks  place  it  to  the  zift  <»  June. 

And  probably  from  the  cbufch,  or  fome  reli- 
gious houle  founded' here  Mcichciy  unto  the  ho- 
nour of  this  virgin,  it  had  the  name  of  War- 
burton. 

Certain  it  is,  that  it  gave  the  bccafion  of  the 
furname  of  War  burton  to  the  lords  and  owners 
thereof ;  for  the  pofterity  of  that  Adam  de  Dutcon 
coming  to  refide  at  Warbureon,  under  Edward-  II. 
Peter  de  Dutton  was  then  ftyled  Peter <ie  Warbur- 
ton,  from  the  place  of  his  refidence,  as  was  the 
nianner  and  cuftom  of  thofe  ages  ;  which  furname 
of  Warburton  his  heins  have  ever  fmce  i^^hblly  re- 
tained to  this  day. 

But  to  return  to  the  moiety  of  Warburton  of  the 
fee  of  Boydell,  which  was  confirmed  to  Adatn  dc 
Dutton  by  Hugh  Boydell,  in  the  reign  of  Richard 
I.  or  thereabouts. 

23  Edward  HI.  Sir  Geffrey  Warburton  held 

the  manor  of  Hull  and  Appieton,  and  half  of 

Warburton,  of  William  Boydell,  by  the  fervice 

of  one  knight's-fec,   and  twelve  fhillings  yearly 

•  rent,  and  two  fhillings  every  third  year, 

5  Henry  V.  Diviiion  was  made  of  the  inheri- 
tance  of  Boydell  ^  »d  fix  fhillings  of  the  rent  ifiu- 

ing 
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,ing  out  of  Warburton,  which  Sir  Geflfrey  dc  War- 
burton's  heirs  ought  to  pay,  was  allotted  to  Red- 
diihi  which  came  afterwards  to  Merbury  of  Mer- 
faury  juxta  Comberbach }  fo  that  the  .jceot  jof 
Warburton  was  divided* 

The  other  moiety  of  Warburton^  being  of  the 
feeofHalton,  John,  conftaUe  of  Cbeflaire,  gave 
CO  Adam  Dutton.  ,    . 

He  fealed  with  a  large  feal^  the  fote^pan  wher&* 
of  is  broken  and  cloven  off*.  On  the.back-'part, 
A  Livn  Ra^ani^  written  about  thus : — SIGULLUM 
7OHANNIS  CONSTABUJUiRIJ  CESTRLE. 

The  original  ampng  the  evidences  of  DuttOQ, 
1649. 

And  this  moiety  he  held  from  the  priory  of  St. 
John  of  Jerufalem  in  England  ever  fince,  1666. 

It  feems  to  me,  that  this  Adam  de  Dutton  lu^ 
by  Agnes  his  wife,  the  daughter  and  heir  ror  co- 
heir at  lead)  of  Roger  Fitz-Alured,  half  or  War- 
burton, half  of  Limme,  the  towns  of  Newton 
juxta  Dareibury,  Hatton^  Appleton,  and  the  royal- 
ty of  Strctton. 

Sure  I  am,  the  faid  Adam  Dutton,  and  Qcff^ 
his  Ion,  about  the  reign  of  king  John,  were  pof- 
defied  of  the  towns  of  Great^Budworth,  Aftofi 
juxta  Budworth,  Nether-Tabley,  Sutton  juxta 
Frodfham,  Appleton  and  Hull,  Newton  juxta 
Dareibury,  Hatton,  Stretton,  Warburton,  half  of 
Limme,  half  of  Sale,  half  of  Nether- Walton;  but 
many  of.thefe  were  a  long  time  ago  given.away  by 
Geffhey,  fon  of  Adam  Dutton,  -and  Geffiey,  fon 
of  that  Geffrey* 

Warford. 

WARFORD  in  the  Conqueror's  time  was 
then  held  by  one  Ranulphus,  or  Randk, 
fuppofed  to  be  the  anceftor  •  of  the  Manwarxngs. 
5  CL  This 
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This  town  is  fince  divided  into  two  towns, 
Grcat-Warford  and  Little-Warford  -,  both  of  tfaem 
were  within  the  old  Bucklow  hundred,  but  Upon 
the  new  divifion  of  the  hundreds  (which  I  con- 
jcfturc  exceeds  not  the  reign  of  Edward  III)  Grcat- 
Warford  was  allotted  to  Macclesfield  hundred ; 
but  Little-Warford  continued  to  Bucklow  hun- 
dred, and  is  joined  now  with  MarthaU  in  one 
conftablefhip. 

This  fmall  hamlet  of  Little-Warford,  now  in 
Bucklow  hundred,  was  given  by  Roger  Manwar- 
ing  of  Warmingham  in  Chefliire,  to  Robert  dc 
Vernon,  his  knight,  fon  of  Richard  de  Vernon,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IIL 

Gilbert  Lee  of  Middleton  in  Yorkftiire,  Efq, 
fold  Little-Warford  to  John  MillingtoQ,  an{l 
Henry  Hough,  and  their  heirs,  22d  day  of  May, 
1562. 

Henry  Hough  of  Knutsford,  mercer,  fettled  his 
lands  in  Little-Warford  to  his  own  ufe  for  his 
life,  and  afterwards  to  the  ufe  of  his  nephew, 
Thomas  Antrobus  of  Lincoln's-Inn,  and  his  heirs, 
28th  July,   1573. 

Divifion  was  made  of  the  lands  in  Little-War- 
ford, between  John  Millington  and  Thomas  An- 
trobus, 27th  July,  1576. 

Thomas  Antrobus  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  pafled 
all  their  lands  in  Little-Warford  unto  Thomas 
Colthurft,  and  his  heirs,  17th  April,  1615, 

Thomas  Colthurft,  by  deed  enrolled,  fold  all 
his  lands  in  LittleAVarford  to  Stephen  Smith,  ax^ 
his  heirs,  30th  Odlober,  i6i3. 

Stephen  Smith  fold  all  his  lands  in  Little- Wan. 
ford  to  Sir  Randle  Manwaring  of  OverPeovcr 
and  his  heirs,  20th  March,  1619^  whofe  heirs  are 
now  poflcfled  of  this  moiety  of  Little-Warford 
1666. 

The  other  moiety,  which' belonged  to  John  Mil- 

lington 


OF    C  H  E  S  H  I  R  £•  845 

lington  aforefaid,  is  now  in  poiTefllon  of  Milling- 
ton  Cokhurft  of  Little- Warford,  1666. 

Charterers  in  Little- Warford,  i666. 

William  Bayly,  This  freehold  land  of  inherit- 
ance in  Little- Warford  was  purchafed  from  Sir 
Randle  Manwaring  of  Over-Peover,  the  fixteentb 
of  April,  1620,  and  belonged  to  his  moiety. 

Great- Warford  Roger  Manwaring  fold  tx>  Ri* 
chard  Putra,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IIL  and  Putra 
fold  it  to  Randle  Manwaring,  younger  brother  to  . 
the  faid  Roger  -,  and  Randle,  earl  of  Chefter,  con*  . 
firmed  it  to  Randle  Manwaring,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  IIL  from  whom  the  Man*  ^ 
warings  or  Warford-Magna,  but  this  family  was 
long  fince  extinft. 


Weston^  ;  * 

•  •  •  t 

WILLIAM  Fitz-Nigell,  baron  of  Haltort; 
held  Wefton  of  Hugh  Lupus,  earl  of 
Chefter,  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Conquertyr  •, 
and  Odard  and  Briftric  held  it  of  William  Fit2* 
Nigell. 
'  in  Monafticon,  vol.  ii.  page  187,  we  read,  th»t 
Nigell  gave  to  Odard,  Wefton  and  Great-Afton  i 
and  from  this  Odard  came  all  the  Duttons;  and 
that  Nigell  gave  to  Edward,  brother  of  Odard, 
two  ox-gangs  of  land,  which  the  heirs  of  William, 
fon  of  Ranulph,  now  hold,  1666. 

So  that  the  Duttons  of  Dutton  were  poflefled 
of  Wefton  fince  the  Conqueror's  time  to  this  pre- 
fent,  1666;  only  fome  fmall  parcel  thereof  Hugh 
Dutton  purchafed  out  in  the  reign  of  king  Johh, 
of  thereabouts.        '  -       .  .-  - 

5  0^2  Charterer 
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terd^of  Leigh-CumMr  in  SlirofiA^^  M^T^bl^: 
Brt%er,  fon  of  Alured,  had  twa  daughfion  cUKi 
him  I  Alices  married  to  Sir  Robert  TouchdC^ 
lOfd  of  Bugl^wton  aod  T^tttthalr ;  and  Ac 
lif ittried  to  Adam  dc  Dixtton,  younger  fbn  of  JH  _ 
DimpQ  of  Dutton,  and  anceftor  to  the  Wa^jbiffs  • 
tOfHB  of  Arlcy.  V  *' 

vSwe  tjoimf  that  Thomas  Touchet^was  loni  o£ 
Ksthfr-Whitley  ia  the  reign  of  kit^HcnfyUL 
a«  isibpears  by  the  original  deed  of  Gdmfdi^h.in 
M^MM/^Whi.€kT»  now  in^  the  poiTefiioii'of  Griftif. 
dkb><€'Grai^TO^^  i666u  ..,- 

Here  have  the  Touchcts  of  NetherTWhicky 
continued  their  feat  fince  king  John's  time  to  this 
day,  1666. 

Out  of  this  family  branched  out  the  Touchep^ 
barons rdeAvdley,  faith  Clunbdeo.  '' ^  "> 

•'.'^  ''Gtafterers  in  Nether-Whitlfty,  166^. 

I.  'Orinifiiich  of  Grimfdich,  an  ancieafc  6|Miy 
1)  feated  here  at  Grimfdich  10  VtAfiA 

Whitlcjr, 
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Whitley,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  and  continu- 
ing at  this  day,  1666.  2.  Allen  of  Green-hill 
in  Nether- Whitley.  3.  Henry  Manwaring  of  Ca- 
rincham,  Efq,  a  tenement  in  poflcflion  of  one 
Whi takers.  4.  Mr.  Brefly  of  Buckley  hath  one 
tenement  in  Nethcr-Whitley,  now  in  poflcflion  of 
Hugh  Gandy,  1666.  5.  Mr.  Eaton  of  Ireland 
hath  another  tenement,  in  poflcflion  of  Thoipas 
Dcufl>ery.  6.  Do6tor  Bentley  of  Northwich  luith 
about  three  or  four  acres  in  Nether-Whitley. 

In  this  townfliip  is  a  chapel  of  ealc^  called 
Whitley-chapeU  witliin  the  parifli  of  Qreat-Bud- 
worth.  This  chapel  was  built  a-new,  but  upon 
an  old  fbundaitioa,  by  Thomas  Touchet^  late  of 
Nechcr-Whitlcy,  Efq.  about  fixty  years  ago,  at 
bis  awn  cofl:;  whcreunta  one  TlK>mas  Pierlbq, 
miniftcr  of  Brampcon  in  Herefordfliire,  born  at 
Weverham  in  Chdhire,  and  brought  up  at  Mr, 
Touchet's  of  Nether- Whitley,  did,  by  will,  dated 
the  15th  of  Oftober,  1633,  give  two  hundred, 
and  fifty  pounds  towards  the  maintaining  of  a  mi^ 
nifter  at  this  chapel,  and  fifty  pounds  more  to 
the  maintaining  of  a  minifter  at  Witton  chapel. 

There  belongeth  alfo  to  Whitley-chapel  land  ly- 
ing in  Anterbus  in  Ovcr-Whitlcy,  ot  the  yearly 
value  of  3I.  IDS.  purchafird  about  the  year  1631^ 
with  moneys  given  by  Thomas  Legh,  Richard 
Kelfall  of  Dutton,  ana  Thomas  Sauxiders  uf  Cla(« 
terwi^e. 

Over-Whitley. 

OVER-WHITLEY  is  a-icni  lownfliip,  com- 
prehending the  haip.icLs  of  Norcot,  Anter- 
bus,  Middle-Walke,  Sevvn-0:iks,  and  Crowley^ 
within  the  fame.  .  It  is  coirmcn  called  by  the 
Aeighbourhoodi  The  LorJpip.  ...  is  of  the  fee  of 
Halton-calcle,  from  iliv*  .■  .;.  o,  .  .:  Conqueror. 

Formerly 
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• '  Formerly  this  town  was  copy-hold  land  to  the 
8aron  of  Halton,  until  the  fanic  was  bought  out 
into  fee-farm  by  fealty  and  fiiit  of  court  to  Hal- 
ton,  and  not  to  be  held  f;;  capite  nor  knxght-fcr- 
vice.     The  king's  charter  is  dated  the   1 7th  day 
of  December,  161 2,  10  James,  remaining  now 
in  the  cuftody  of  Richard  Peacock  of  Over- Whit- . 
ley,  1666.     The  purchafers  from  the  king  were 
Thomas  Merbury  of  Merbury,  Efq.  John  Grimf- 
dich  of  Grimldich,  gentleman,  Thomas  Gregge 
of  Bradley  in  Appleton,  gentleman,  and  Hugh 
Crofby  of  Over-Whitley,  gentleman,  who  fold  to 
every  man  his  own  land. 

So  now  they  be  all  fee-farmers  in  Over- Whit- 
ley, the  town  being  fcattered  into  fundry  parcebr 
or  free- holds  of  inheritance  in  fee-farm,  fave  only 
thefe  following,  who  arc  ancient  free-holders,  and 
not  fee-fiirmers,  for  fome  parcels. 

I.  Kobcit  Vcnables  of  Anterbus,  Efq.  2.  Sir 
George  Warburton  of  Arley,  baronet.  3.  ThorrMis 
Merbury  of  Merbury,  nigh  Comberbach,  Elq. 
4.  Grimiclich  erf"  Grimfdich  in  ^^ether-Whitley 
liath  fome  ancient  free-hold  land  in  Over-Whitley. 


WiNsriAM. 

THIS  tov.nfliip  in  Domelday-book  is  written 
Wimundcfnam,  and  was  held  by  Gilbert  Ve- 
ndibles, biiron  of  Kinderton,  under  Hugh  earl  of 
ClicilcT,  furnai-v^cd  Lupus,  in  the  reign  of  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  v/hich  formerly  was  held  by 
cnc  Dott. 

In  old  deeds  it  is  written  Wimingham,  but  now 
ufually  called  and  written  Wincham,  or  Winlham. 
William  Venablcs  of  Kinderton  gave  untoMaude 
his  fitter  in  marriage,  about  the  reign  of  Richard  , 
I.  Winfiiam  and  half  of  Pickmere. 

This 
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This  Maude  de  Venables  gave  the  manor  of 
Winflbam, 'together  with  fame,  lands  ia  Twam- 
broke,  and  a  common  pafture  in  Lin  wood,  unto 
Nicholas  dc  Elets,  for  the  fcrvice  of  half  a  kpight^s 
fee  'y  which  grant  was  confirmed  by  Randle  carl 
of  Chefter  and  Lincoln,  furnamed  Blundevillt 
about  the  year  1230.  This  Nichplas  had  macrlevi 
Maude's  elder  daughter. 

This  Nicholas  de  Elcts  gave  the  manor  of 'Win,- 
ftiam  to  Henry  de  Elets. 

Maude  de  Venables  confirmed  the  grant  to 
Henry  de  Elets^  for  which  confirmation  he .  gave 
to  her  and  her  heirs,  tliat  is,  to  Maude  dc  Shir- 
burne,  fometime  wife  of  Nicholas  de  Elets,  and 
to  Robert  Brant  andEmme  his  wife,  twenty  marks 
of  ftcrling  money.  Which  daughters  fhe  had  by 
her  firft  hufband  Raufe,  Ion  pf  Roger ;  and  after- 
wards ihe  married  Hugh  de  Bixis  or  Brixis. 

Henry  de  Elets  fold  the  whol?  manor  of  Win- 
Iham,  with  its  appurtenances,  to  William  Ve- 
nables, the  yoimger,  about  the  year  1233  ;  which 
grant  was  confirmed  by  John  the  Scot,  earl  of 
Chefter  and  Huntingdon. 

This  William  de  Venables,  the  younger,  thu% 
poflefTed  of  the  manor  of  Winfham,  bought  out 
certain  lands  in  Winfham,  which  William,  fon  of 
Guy  of  Winfham,  then  ftood  pofTefTcd  of;  bu'r 
thefe  lands  of  William  Venables,  the  younger, 
delcended  to  his  daughters  and  Jieirs,  by  partition, 
made  about  the  year  1273. 

Lettice,  the  elder  daughter,  niarried  Philip  dc 
Baumvile  ;  fhe  had  all  the  outlands,  to  wit,  Rad- 
nour,  Houlme,  Cattle  of  North wich,  Hulcroft, 
and  two  ox-gangs  of  land  in  Congleton,  and  twi) 
Wich-houfes  in  Middlewich. 

Beatrix,  the  younger  daughter,  married  Raufe 
de  Wafteneys ;  Ihe  had  all  the  manor  of  Winfiiani. 
except  Twambroke,  and  the  mill  of  Winfham. 

■     '  Raufi 
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Raufc  Waftcneys  dc  Tyxale  and  Matrix  h» 
wife,  gave  to  Pagan  their  fon,  and  Margaret  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Alexander  de  Baunivile,  andto 
their  heirs,  all  the  manor  of  Winfham,  with  ward- 
fhips,  reliefs,  efcheats,  &c.  in  the  year  1293,  '^^^ 
derhig  fix  marks  yearly  during  the  lives  of  Raufe 
and  Beatrix.     # 

Margaret,  after  the  death  of  Pagan  Wafteney9, 
married  Hugh,  fon  of  Henry  de  Pickmcre,  living 
14  Edward  II.  T 

John  Legh  of  High-Legh  de  £a(t-Hall  mar- 
ried Margaret  Waftcneys,  1365,  40  Edward  III. 
and  had  a  daughter  and  heir  married  to  John 
Mafley  of  Winlham. 

This  John  Maffcy  of  Winftiam,  by  his  coat  rf 
arms  wherewith  he  fealed,  feems  to  dc  defcended 
from  Mafley  de  Sale  originally,  and  had  iflueGefli^ 
Mafley  of  Winfliam,  living  21  Richard  II.  and  7 
Henry  IV.  which  Geffiry  had  iflue  William  Mafley, 
who  died  without  ifliie ;  and  Maude  married  t6 
Richard  Legh  of  High-Legh,  of  the  Weft-Hall, 
i375>  ^'^d  atterwards  became  heir  to  her  father's 
lands. 

So  that  from  about  10  Henry  VI.  the  Leghs  of 
High-Le^h  de  Weft-Hall,  were  pofleflcd  of  the 
moiety  ot  Winftiam,  until  Richard  Legh  and  Gle- 
mence  his  wife  fold  unto  Anthony  Grofvenor  of 
Ridley  in  Chefliire,  Elq.  all  his  lands  in  Winfham, 
for  two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds;  dated  the 
fourteenth  of  June,  1566,  and  Grofvenor  fold  them 
to  Roger  Pilfton,  of  the  Temple  in  London,  and 
to  John  Grofvenor  of  Tuflingham,  8  Elizabeth. 
And  foon  after  thefe  lands  were  bought  by  Sir 
Richard  Egerton  of  Ridley  in  Chefliire. 

Raufe  Egercon  of  Ridley,  Efq.  and  Sir  Richard 
Egerton  his  fon  and  heir,  did  fell  unto  Richard 
Harcourt  of  Winftiam,  gentleman,  all  their  moiety 
©f  the  manor  of  Winftiam,  with  certain  inclofures 

taken 
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taken  out  of  the  commons  of  Winlham  by  Sir 
I'homas  Vcnablcs  of  Kinderton,  late  deceafed;  and  * 
particularly  named  in  the  deed,  bearing  dace  the 
1 6th  day  of  April,  1606,  excepted  out  of  thi^ 
grant,  all  thofe  lands  in  Winlham  formerly  fold  by 
them  to  Edmund  Moldefworth  of  Winfham,  Ro- 
ger Wood,  and  Thomas  Norcot  5  but  Richard 
Harcourt  afterwards  purchafed  Norcot's  mefluage. 

Concerning  the  inclofures  aforefaid,  there  was  • 
formerly  fortie  difference  between  Sir  Richard  Eger- 
tonof  Ridley,  and  Sir  Thomas  Vcnables  afore-, 
faid  i  but  upon  an  award  made  between  them,  Sir 
Thomas  Vcnables  releafed  unto  Raufe  Egerton  of" 
Ridley,  Elq.  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard,  and  t6 
others,  all  the  faid  inclofures,  to  revert  to  the  heirs 
of  the  faid  Raufe  Egerton,  after  the  death  of  Sir ' 
Thomas  Vcnablcs  aforefaid,  and  Thomas  Vewa- 
bles  his  fon,  dated  the  eighth  day  of  June,  1574. 

For  in  truth,  though  the  baron  of  Kinderroti  be 
lord  paramount,  yet  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  apy ' 
part  of  the  manor  of  Winfham,  or  waftes  thereto ' 
belonging,  that  being  given  away  by  his  anceftors 
long  time  ago ;  only  the  fervice  rcferved  in  the  ori- 
ginal deed  was  due  to  him,  but  no  partof  th^  land  ' 
or  foil,  as  is  clear  by  the  deeds  before-mentioned. 

The  other  moiety  of  Winlham  (which  was  in- 
veftedin  Robert  Cholmondclcy*s  hei/s  in  right  of 
Alice  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of  'John  Waf- 
teneys)  came  afterwards  to  Buckley  of  Eytbn,  near 
Davenham  ;  and  from  that  family  this  moiety  at 
laft  defcendcd  to  Richard  Leftwich  of  Leftwich, 
Efq.  in  right  of  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  and., 
coheir  of  Robert  Buckley  of  Eyton,  whom  he  tnarr> 
ried  152 1,  and  had  ifTue  by  her  a  daughter  and 
heir,  called  Margaret  Leftwich,  who  carried  away 
all  her  mother's  lands ;  but  her  father's  lands  wete 
entailed  on  the  heirs-male  of  the  Leftwiches ;  and 
Ibe  had  two  hulbands ;  the  firft  was  Thomas 
5  R  Woodrofe, 
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Wpodrofc,  by  whom  flie  had  iflue  Thomas,  Yiho 
died  without  ifTuc  ;  and  two  daughters,  Eirffiitpp 
married  to  Robert Edowc,  and Brigct.  ;      .", 

After  the  death  of  her  firR  hulband,  who  i^^ 
about  1559,  the  faid  Margaret  Leftwich  inairied 
Wniiam  Harcourt,  gentleman,  thircf  fon  of  Jf^n 
Uarooiirt  of  RantOii  in  Sraffordlhire,  EXq.  unto 
tKc  iffpe  of  which  William  Harcourt  by.Marearct, 
this  other  moiety  of  Winlliam  dcfcchdcd,  and  hath 
continued  unto  his  heirs  to  this  prefect,  1666. 
/So  that  William  Harcourt  of  Winlham  now 
Uvihg,  1666,  having  lately  purchafed  Wo6d*$ 
tenement  in  Winfham,  and  two  water  com-mills 
in  Twambrooke^  is  nowpolTefled  of  the  manor  and 
whple  townfhip  of  Winfham,  excepting  thefe 
charterers  following : 

I.  Moldefworth  of  Winfham.  Thcfc  lands 
were  purchafed  by  Edmund  Molddworth  of  Win- 
iham,  «ntleman,  from  Raufe  Egcrton  of  Ridley 
in  ChSiire,  Efq.  1605.  2.  Robert  Venablcs. of 
Antcrbus  in  Over-Whitley,  hath  two  mefluages 
In  Winlham  j  one  now  in  pofleflion  of  Raufe 
Povnall,  the  other  of  Richard  Eyton.  3.  Tho- 
mas Merbury  of  Merbury,  Efq.  hath  one  meflu- 
agjc  in  Winfliam,  tl^p  greatcft:  part  whereof  he  hath 
now  laid  to  his  demefnc  in  Merbury'-,  the  other 
part,  and  the  houfe  is  now  in  pofleflion  of  widow 
Maddock,  x666.  4.  John  Swinton  of  Nethcr- 
Knutsfofd  hath  a  parcel  of  land  in  Winfnam,  ad- 
joining to  his  land  m  Picmcre.  This  was  purchafed 
from  Mr.  William  Merbury,  elder  brother  of  the 
faid  Thomas.  5.  William  Peacock  of  Winlham- 
This  meflfuage  was  fold  by  Mr.  William  Merbury 
aforefaid  unto  Raufe  BiUinge;  and  Raufe  Billinge 
fold  it  to  William  PeacocK,  father  of  the  faid 
William.  6.  Hugh  Lawton  of  Winfliam.  This 
cottMe  he  purchafed  from  Mr.  William  Merbury 
aforclaid,  the  13th  day  of  April,  1638. 

Richard 
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Richard  Leftwich  of  Leftwich,  Efq.  who  died  2 
H.  VIII.  married  Margery,  daughter  of  Lawrcnoft 
Merbury  of  Merbury,  Efq.  Richard  Leftwich 
of  Leftwich,  fcnior,who  died  30  H.  VIII.  married 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Henry  Manwaring  of  Car- 
incham,  Efq.  Richard  Leftwich,  junior,  Ibn  and 
heir,  who  died  without  ifTue-male,  34  H.  Vlil. 
married  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert 
Buckley  of  Eyton,  near  Dlsivenham,  lord  of  the 
moiety  of  Winfham.  Raufe^  heir-male  to  his  bro- 
ther Richard,  who  died  37  H.  VIIL  married  Eliza^ 
bcth,  daughter  of  Fpulk  Dutton  of  Chcftcr ;  who 
had  John  Legh  del  Ridge  for'Tier  fecond  hufband. 
George  Leftwich,  third  fon,  of  whom  the  Left- 
wiches  of  Leftwich.  Raufe,  a  child,  died  6  £d- 
.ward  VI.  William  Harcourt,  third  fon  of  John 
Harcourt  of  Ranton  in  Stafibrdfhire,  Efq.  fe- 
cond hufband  to  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of 
Richard  Leftwich;  fhe  died  1588.  Th6inas 
Woodrofe  was  her  Brft  hufband  ;  he  died  i  £li2. 
Thomas  died  without  iffue.  Elizabeth',  wife  of 
Robert  Edowe.    Brigit. 

Thomas  Buckley  of  Eyton  died  6  Henry  VII. 
and  had  iffue  Thomas  Buckley  of  Eytop^  living 
1 5  Henry  VIIL  who  died  without  iflue  ;  and  Ro- 
bert Buckley  of  Eyton,  brother  and  heir  to  Thomas. 
This  Robert  Buckley  had  iffue  Mat^aret  wife  of 
Richartl  Leftwich^  and  Anne  wife  of  Jipljin  Br^he- 
ton,  7  Henry  VIIL   younger  fon  of  Sir  William 

^Brereton^  and  Catherine,  third  daughter^    but 
Anne  and  Catherine  had  no  ifTue. 

Tije  family  of  the  ^arcoujts  of  Ranton  in  Suf- 

.fordfhire  are  a  noble  and  aocfc^t  f^ily,  whof^  a.Q- 
ceflor  Richard  Harcourt,  fon  of  William  Harcourt 

•of  Stanton*Harcourt  in  Oxfordfhire,  married  Ara- 

.bella,  daughter  of  Saher  de  Quency,  earl  of  Win- 
cheller,  and  of  Margaret  his  wife,  fitter  and  co- 
heir to  Robert  Fitz-Parnell,  earl  of  Leicefter,  unto 
5  R  2  whom 
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whom  her  father  Saher gave  Bofworth  inLeiccfier- 

.ihire  in  marriage,  to  wit,  Market-Bolworch,  about 

the  end  of  king  John's  reign,  to  be  Jidd  by  the 

fervice  of  a  whole  knight's  fee.     So  iaith  Burton 

Jn  his  defcription  of  Leiceilerihirc,  where  he  add- 

eth,  chat  this  family  came  originally  put  of  France ; 

and  that  Jean  le  Fcron,  a  Frenchman  (who  wrote 

under  our  Edward  VL)  blazonath  the  coat-ar- 

,'inour  of  John  deHarcourt,  marihal   of  France 

.vn4cr  Philip  le  Beau,   1286,  thus  :-*^G«/^j,  stUfO 

J^effes^  Or-,  which  is  the  fame  coat  borne  by  the 

^^rcourts  in  England  -,  and  further  faith,  that  the 

family  of  Harcourt  had  continued  more  than  800 

years  to  his  time.     But  of  this  enough. 

L  William  Harcourt  of  Winfliam,  gentlen  an, 
t;^ird  fqn.pf  John  Harcourt  of  Ranton  in  Stafford- 
ihire,  Efq.  married  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir 
of  Richard  Leftwich  of  Lcttwich  in  Davcnham 
parilh,  Eiq.  and  widow  to  Thomas  Woodrofe, 
about  1 563,  and  had  iffuc  Richard  Harcourt,  cld- 
cft  fon ;  Thomas  Harcourt,  fecond  fon,  who  died 
without  iflue,  1640  i  Simon,  third  fon,  died  with- 
out iflue;  and  Margaret,  married  to  John  Griml- 
dich  (then  of  Hallum,  by  virtue  of  a  leafe.) 

And  by  Parndl,  a  fecond  wife,  William  Har- 
court had  iflue  Mary  wife  of  Robert  Pownall 
of  Witton  ;  Ihe  was  born  1599.  And  Jane  mar- 
ried Richard  Broom  of  Loftock-Gralam. 

Margaret,  the  firft  wife  of  William,  who  had 
her  mother's  lands,  to  wit,  the  moiety  of  Winfliam, 
died  1588.  William  Harcourt,  her  hulband,  died 
1 600. 

II.  Richard  Harcourt  of  Winlham,  .gentleman, 
fon  and  heir  of  William,  was  lord  of  die  one  moie- 
ty of  Winfliam,  by  defcent,  in  right  of  his  mother; 
the  other  moiety  he  purchafed  in  1 606. 

He  married  one  Elizabeth  Widnefter  of  Lon- 
don, and  had  iifue  William  Harcourt,  eldeft  ion, 

born 
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borni6o5-,  Raufc,  born  1 6 14,  who- died  without 
iffuc  1647  \  Thomas,  another  ion,  died  without  if- 
fue:  Elizabeth  married  Kandle  liirchcnhead  of 
North wich,  whofe  father  was  ufhcr  of  thefrec-fchool 
ofNorthwich;  Mary  marriedjohn  Capper  of  Brind- 
ley  i  (he  was  born  1619.  Margaret  and  Jane  both 
died  infants. 

This  Richard  Harcourt  died  1628. 

ill.  William  Harcourt  of  Winlham,  gcntkman. 
Ton  and  heir  ot  Richard,  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  George  Holford  of  Newborough  in  Dutton, 
gentleman,  1629.  This  George  Holford  was 
younger  fon  of  Thomas  Holford,  of  Holford 
near  Nether-Tabley,  Efq. 

This  William  Harcourt  ^nd  Mary  are'both  yet 
living,  J  66^^  and  had  iflue  Frances,  adaughtet, 
who  died  young,  1651;  and  Geoi^  Harcourt,  a 
fon,  born  1632,  yet  living,  1669,  who  hath  ibid 
the  reverfion  of  all  Winiham-lands  (after  the  death 
of  his  father  and  mother),  and  alfo  what  he  had 
in  poiTefllon,  unto  Robert  Venables  of  Anterbus 
in  over- Whitley,  gentleman,  1668,  to  whom  he 
had  mortgaged  the  fame  before. 


Of  the  Titles  of  Honour  ufed  111  England. 
From  Sir  Peteh  Leycester. 

UNDER  the  Saxons  the  fubordinate  titles  of 
temporal  honour  were  thofe  of  Ethelinge, 
Ealdorman,  and  Thane,  or  Theigne.  The  Thanes 
were  anfwerable  to  our  Barons ;  the  Ealdormen, 
ufually  ftyled  Aldermanni  iiitheold  Latin  tranfla- 
tions  of  the  Saxon  lawa,  were  fuch  as  had  pro- 
vinces or  counties  under  their  government,  and 
fignifies  as  much  as  Setticr  or  Senator^  in  Latin.-, 
exprefled  fometimes  by  Subregulus,  Regulns,  Pa- 
•criciiM,  Prin€q;>$,  -and  Dux  >   and  in  Saxon^  by 

Heretoga  •, 


856  A  N  T  I  CLU  I  T  I  E  S 

Heretoga ;  fometimes  by  Comes  and  Conful,  Sil- 
dais  Til.  Hon.  pag.  605.  Ethelinge  wa$  a  tide 
attributed  to  thole  of  the  blood-royal,  ibna  and 
brothers  to  the  king;  and  fignifiea  as  much  as 
Noify  Born ;  which,  in  the  times  of  the  Saxons, 
was  in  Latin  exprefled  Cfyfo^  from  the  Greek  w^ 
Klvtos,  which  flgnifies  Famous^  Nobk^  «r  Em- 
ntnt. 

About  kinp  Ethelftan's  reign,  the  word  Earl 
was  received  m  England,  as  a  fynonioia  to  Ethe* 
linge,  and  fo  denoted  the  fons  or  brothers  oif  the 
King,  and  not  an  Earl,  as  at  this  day,  1 666,  it  is 
ufed  for  a  fpecial  dignity.  Selden^  Tit.  Hon.  p^g. 
604.  The  word  Earl  coming  into  England  widi 
the  Danes,  in  whofe  language  Erlig  at  this  day 
figniiies  as  much  as  Noile^  or  Honourable.  And 
atter  the  Danifh  power  encreafed  in  England  un- 
der king  Cnut,  the  name  of  Earl  was  fixed  on 
thofe  who  before  were  by  the  Saxons  called  Ealdor- 
men  ;  and  the  Saxon  title  Ethelinge  was  no  more 
exprefled  by  the  word  Earl.  The  title,  of  Ealdor- 
man  continued  till  about  the  year  1020,  exprefled 
by  thefc  words  in  Latin,  Duces; yPrincipes^  Ccmi" 
/«,  &c.  Selden^s  Tit.  Hon.  pag.  609.  But  from 
the  Norman  Conqucft,  Earl  and  Ccmes  mod:  usually 
have  tranflatcd  each  other  5  and  therefore  becaufe  the 
governors  of  Mercia,  firft  ftyled  Duces^  were  alfo 
afterwards  ftyled  Comites^  and  Confutes^  I  giv€  thcra 
the  title  of  Ear/s.  •  ■  ■     \ 

Howbeit,  in  truth,  the  titles . of  Di^x  and  Q;w«, 
ufcd  by  the  ancient  hiftorians  of  our  nation,  and_aho 
frequently  found  in  old  Latin  charters  under  our 
Saxon  kings,  about  800  years  aftcf .  Cfcrift,  did 
then  fignify  with  us  no  other  than  chief  geyernors 
of  provinces  and  counties  under  tlie  king,  and 
were  promifcuoudy  ufed  in  that  age  for  the  fame 
title.   So  were  alfo  Catful  and  Sulregnius. 

But  though  Dux  and  Comes  were  promifcuoudy 

ufed 
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ufcd  by  Florcntius,  Huntin^on,  Hovcden,  and 
other  old  authors,  yet  I  find  in  Latin  charters  of 
thofe  ages  many  ftyled  Duces^  and  others  Comites^ 
in  the  fame  charters,  as  we  find  in  Ingulphus: 
Nay,  you  may  obferve  in  the  fubfcriptions  cA  thofe 
ages,  this  order, — Firft  Bijbops^  then  AbbiftSy  then 
Ducesy  then  ComiUs^  then  ASnifter^  which  in  thoft 
charters  denotes  a  Tbane^  or  Lord  BaroHy  &c. 
and  this,  as  it  were,  by  a  conflant  courfe  and  or* 
der ;  fo  that  by  Duces^  fomewhat  more  than  by 
Comites  feems  to  be  underftood.  Comes  fine  dubi^ 
de  provinciarum  comit tints  diciiury  qui  poptdum  i^ju* 
diciarid  potefiate  gubemaian/y  &  armald  mam  tui* 
bantuTy  faith  Spelman  on  the  word  Comes^  which 
properly  and  commonly  was  of  old  time  ufed  for 
a  Governor  •,  and  fuch  provinces  as  were  under  the 
jurifdiftion  of  fuch  ComeSy  were  called  ComitatuSy 
or  Counties.  The  Comes  had  alfo  his  Vice-CofneSy  or 
Sheriffs  fometimes  alfo  called  Vice-DominuSy  who 
was  fubftituted  under  the  ComeSy  for  the  rule  of  his 
county,  in  thofe  elder  ages. 

§lud  autem  differ ebat  munus  'Duds  &  ComitiSy  qud 
territoriumy  non  babec  quod  afferamy  faith  Spelman  in 
his  Gloffaryy  on  the  word  DuXy  pag.  233.  For  thfc 
opinion  (as  there  he  addeth)  ot  thofe  men  who 
conorive  the  title  Dux  to  be  given  to  fuch  as 
governed  many  ihires  or  counties,  and  that  of 
Comes  to  be  attributed  to  fuch  as  governed  but  one 
county,  is  not  clearly  proved,  nor  allowed  of; 
neither  of  thofe  who  make  Dux  to  be  meant  only 
of  fuch  who  were  chief  commanders  over  fuch  pro- 
vinces in  military  affairs,  and  Comes  only  of^  the 
chief  magiftrate  in  the  civil  and  ludiciary  govern- 
ment, according  to  the  laws  within  his  county. 

Certam  it  is,  thefe  titles  were  officiary  in  thofe 
ages,  and  were  fbmetimes  feudal,  and  fometimes 
conferred  at  the  pleafure  of  the  prince.  Selden^s 
Tit.  Hon.  pag.  615.    But  the  title  Dux^  or  Duke^ 

became 
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became  not  a  peculiar-  title  of  place  and  dignity 
with  us  in  England,  as  it  is  now  ufed,  befbre  1 1 
Edward  III.  1337,  when  the  Black"  Prince  wa% 
created  Duke  of  CornwaL 


•  Of  th«  ancient  Barons  to  tlie  Earls  of 

Chester. 

SELDEN  tells  us,  in  his  Titles  of  flanoOr^  fag, 
688,  tiiat  the  nobleft  and  greateft  tenants  to 
the  greater  fort  of  fubji-fis  had  anciently  the  ap- 
pellation of  Barons  aicribcd  to  them,  Specially 
thofe  to  the  Earls  of  Cheftcr. 

Spelman^  in  his  Gbffary^  deriveth  the  word  Bar$ 
from  the  old  Englilh  Saxon  Ber  or  Bar^  and  of 
later  times  written  Par-,  Francis  Jntiquis,  Ber  iig- 
nifying  the  fame  with  the  Latin  word  Fir  9  Gicf- 
farium  Latino-Gdlicum^  Ber^  BarOj  Vir\  fo  chat 
the  Latin  word  Vir  fecms  to  he  the  crigioal  foun* 
tain  wliencc  it  fprings.  And  both  thelc  lyords, 
Baro^  by  fome  written  Varo^  and  Vir^  do  agree  in 
their  feveral  fignifications ;  fometimes  for  a  nian 
barely  and  abfolutely-,  fometimes  for  a  man"  of 
worth,  power,  or  prowcfs  j  fometimes .  for  a  hut 
band. 

For  tlie  notion  of  the  word  here,  it  denotes* as 
much  as  Magnates  or  Cj:tiwctes  j  where  we  may 
obferve,  tliat  Noblemen,  or  Barons,  fecm  to  be 
a  neceflfary  fupplement,  as  efiential  to  the  royalty 
of  a  Count  Palatine  ;  for  the  Earl  of  Chefter  hav- 
ing royal  authority  v/ithin  himfelf,  we  may  not  iin- 
fitly  ftyle  him  a  petty  King  -,  and  that  the  majefty 
of  his  palace  may  be  anfwcrable  to  a  King,"  hemull 
have  noblemen  about  him  in  imitation  of  the  Barons 
of  the  kingdom.  Hence  alfo  the  E^rls  of  Cheftcr 
fubftituted  offices,  making  the  Baron  of  H^ton 
Qonftable  of  Chcfliire  in  ke,  in  imitation  of  the 

Lord 
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l^ord  High-Conftable  of  England;  and  makihg 
the  Baron  of  Montalc  Steward  of  Chefliire  in  fic^ 
after  the  example  of  the  Lord  .High-Steward  of 
England.  Thefe  Barons  under  the  Earl  ruled  and 
'  governed  the  county,  and  from  their  great  power 
and  fway  had  the  appellation  of  Barons. 

As  to  the  time  ot  their  firft  inftitution,  I  find 
the  great  men  of  Chefhire  about  the  Earl,  ftyled 
Barons  in  the  time  of  Hugh  Lupus ;  in  the  char- 
ter  of  his  foundation  of  the  monaftery  of  St.  Wer- 
burgh  in  Chefter,  in  the  year  1093,  6  Willfam 
RuRis,  in  the  conclufion  thereof  it  is  faidj; — Ego 
Comes  Hugo  &  met  Barones  confirmavimus  iftn  omnia 
coram  Anfelmo  Arcbiepifcopo^  &c.,  -  Neither  muft  wc 
fondly  imagine  or  expert  any  formal  creation  of 
them,  either  by  patent  (for  fuch  are  of  later  times 
by  much),  or  any  folemn  inveftiturp.  But,  ai  I 
conceive,  upon  the  conferring  of  the  earldom  -of 
Chefter  on  Hugh  Lupus  by  the  Conqueror^  in 
the  year  1070,  the  principal  gentlenien  and  com- 
manders under  Earl  Hugh,  being  called  to  adyiie 
and  aflift  thefaid  Earl  (either  in  any  time  of  immi- 
nent danger,  or  in  regulating  and  ordering  the 
more  weighty  affairs  of  the  county),  were  of  courfc 
fo  ftyled :  And  thus,  I  conceive,  they  retained 
the  name  of  Barons  by  little  and  little,  after  the 
manner  of  the  great  nobles  of  the  realm. 

And  hence  we  may  gucfs  their  office,  Aieffe  Co- 

^fnitiin  ConciUo^  as  Cambic^n  hath  it,  to  aflift  the 

Earl  in  council  upon  all  grand  defigns  and  affairs. 

Concerning  their  place  of  precedence  and  dig- 
nity, we  muftconfider  them  either  in  relation  to 
others,  or  among  themfelves. 

In  relation  to  others  out  of  the  county,  X  con- 
ceive them  inferior  to  the  rank  of  the  Barons  of 
0]xv  realm;  for  tKefeare,but  titularly  or  angelically 
barons  (if  I  may  fo.fpeak)  to  thofe;  of  x^  lu9g- 
dom ;  nay,  in  place  beneath  all  knights ;  but  they 
5  S  were 
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were  the  greatcft  men  in  the  county,  under  the 
Earl,  for  power  and  eftate. 

Their  •priority  or  dignity  among  thcmielves  we 
flull  trace  a.^  exaifliy  as  we  can  in  fo  remote  and 
obfcurc  a  path.  Some  would  have  tiie  Baron  of 
Malpas  U)  be  the  prime  Baron,  forafmuch  as  Ro- 
bert Fitz-Hugh  (who  was  Baron  of  NIalpas  under 
Hugh  Lupus  in  the  Conqueror's  time)  hath  tor 
the  moft  part  the  pre-eminence  in  the  fubfcription 
of  old  charts  of  thole  ancient  times,  as  alfo  in  the 
record  of  Domefday-book,  where  among  all  the 
reft  of  the  barons  he  is  put  down  firil  next  after  the 
Earl;  and  by  which  it  appears  alio,  that  he  held 
more  land  in  this  county  than  any  one  of  the  reft 
except  William  Malbedenge.  But  this  difficulty 
is  eafily  removed,  if  we  confider  the  uncertainty 
of  fubfcription  of  witneiTes  *,  but  efpccially  admit- 
ting him  to  be  the  prime  Baron,  till  certain  offi- 
ces were  annexed  to  other  Barons ;  after  which 
time  the  matter  is  without  controverfy,  for  Wil- 
liam  Fitz-Nigel,  Baron  of  Halton,  being  made 
Conftable  of  Chefliire  in  fee,  carries  it  clear  by 
his  office  annexed  to  his  barony. 

I  Ihall  finifti  this  fubjeft  with  the  C  harter  of 
Randle  the  Third,  furnamed  Blundeville,.  to  his 
Barons  of  Chefhirc,  made  about  the  year  1218, 
which  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  lome,  I  have  rendered 
intoEnglifli  : 

**  Randle  earl  of  Chefter,  to  his  conftable,  fteward, 
judge,  (herifF,  barons,  bailiffs,  and  to  all  his  tenants 
and  friends,  pi-cfcnt  and  to  come,  that  fhali  fee  or 
hear  this  charter,  Jendeth  greeting.  Know  yc,  that 
I  being  figned  with  the  crols  '*^  for  the  love  of  God, 
and  at  the  requeft  of  my  barons  of  Chefhirc,  have 

•  Thofc  were  laid  to  be  fijncd  with  the  crofs  in  rhoTc  ages, 
who  had  undertaken  a  voyage  to  Jerufalcm  in  dcfcrcc'  of  tbe 
Holv  Land ;  and  at  a  badge  of  their  waxfare  they  wcie  a  crofs 
<in  tneir  right  ihoulder. 

granted 
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granted  to  them  and  their  heirs,  from  mc  and  my" 
heirs,  all  the  liberties  in  this  prelent  charter  under- 
written, to   have   and  to  hold  for  ever;  to  wit. 
That  every  one  of  them  may  have  his  own  court 
free  from  all  pleas  and  plaints  moved  in  my  court, 
except  fuch  pleas  as  belong  to  my  fword  -j- :  And 
if  any  of  their  tenants  fhaU  be  taken  for  any  of- 
fence within  their  fee  or  lordfliip,  he  fliall  be  re-» 
plevied  without  any  rajafom,  fo-as  his  lord  bring. 
him  to  three  county  courts  ;  and  then  he  may  carry 
him  back  as  acquitted,  unlefsS^kerborh  j:  do  follow 
him.     And  if  any  ilrangeir  (who  is  faithful)  fhaU 
come  upon  their  land,  and  defires  to  dwell  there,  . 
it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  baron  ofthat*fee  to  have 
and  retain  him,  faving  to  me  the  advowries  who 
fhall  come  to  me  on  their  own  accord,  and  others 
who  for  any  trefpafs  elfewherc  Ihall  come  into  my 
dignity,  and  not  to  them.     And  fevcry  one  of  my 
barons,  when  need  required),  ihall  in  time  of  war  • 
do  the  full  fervice  of  fo  many  knights  fees  as,  he' 
holdeth  i  and  their  knights  and  freeholders  ihalt> 
have  their  coats  of  mail  and  haubergeons,  and  may^ 
defend  their  own  lands  by  their  bodies,  although 
they  be  not  knights:  And  if  any  of  theni  be  fuch- 
a  one,  that  he  cannot  defend  his  own  land  by  his^ 
body,  he  may  put  another  fuflicienc  perfon  in  his- 
place  •,  neither  will  I  compel  their  villanes  to  take, 
arnf)s  ;  but  I  do  hereby  acquit  thofe  villanes,  which 
by  Randle  of  Davenham  (hitU  come  lo  my  pro- 
teftion,  and  other  their  villanes,  whom  they  can. 
realbnably  fhew  to  be  thrir  own.     And  if  my" 
(lieriff,  or  any  officer,  Ihall  if¥)plead  any  of-  their' 
tenants  in  my  court,  he  may  defend  himfelf.  by 

t  The  Pleas  of  the  Sword  were  the  picai.of  the  dignity  of 
the  earl  of  Cheiler,  who  hekl  thgt  earldom  as.  freely  CO  the 
i'vvord,  ai  the  king  held  England  to  th^  orown. 

X  Sakerborh,  Sakber,  and  Siicraber,  is  ai  much  ai  a  pledge . 
\->  i'ae  :  One  that  puts  in  furety  to  profecute  anoth*er. 

5  S  2  Thirtnic 
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Thirtnic*for  the  flicrifF*s  tooth,  which  they  do 
pay,  unlefs  frcfh  fuit  do  follow  him.  I  do  dlfo 
gr^nt  unto  them  acquittance  from  the  corh  'i&nd 
oMations,  which  my  fericants  and  bcadfcar  were 
wont  td  require;  and  that  if  any  judgcr*;^,'  or 
fuitor  of  the  hundred  or  cpuntv  court,  Axiall'  be 
amerced  in  my  court,  the  judger  fniall  be  quit  from 
his  amercement  for  two  Ihillings,  and  the  fiiitor 
for  twelve  pence.  I  do  alfo  grant  unto  thctn  libcr^ 
tv  of  ihclonng  their  lands  within  the  boundaries  of 
tneir  tillage  in  the  Foreft  :  And  if  there  (hall  be  a 
l4nd  or  parirel  of  ground  within  the  boundary  of 
their  townfliip,  whicK  hath  been  formerly  nianur^, 
where  no  wood  groweth,  it  (hall  be  lawful  to  till 
the  fame  without  gr»ing:  Arid  they'inay  ilfdtalce 
Hqufebote  and  Haybote  in  their  wodds,'of  all 
maimer  of  wood,  witnout  the  view  of  my  forefreti 
and  may  give  or  fell  their  dead  wood  to  whom  ih^fy 
pleaie,  and  their  tenants  fliall  not  be  impleaded  for 
the  fame  in  the  Foreft  Court,  unlefs  they  be  foUnd 
in  the  mianner  or  very  aft.  And  every  one  of  my 
barons  may  defend  all  his  manors  and  lordfhips  in 
the  county  or  hundred  court,  by  having  a  Ileward 
prefent.  I'do  alfo  grant,  that  the  wife,  upoh  the 
death  of  her  hufband,  fliall  remain  peiceably  irt  her 
houfe  forty  days-,  and  the  heir  (if  he  be  it  agp) 
fliall  have  his  heritage  for  reafonable  relief,  ttfwlt, 
five  pounds  for  a  knight's  fee ;  nor  fliall  the  widow, 
nor  the  heir,  be  nfiarried  where  they  may  be  dif- 
paraged,  but  (hall  be  married  by  the  free  afTent  of 
their  kindred',  None  of  them  fliall  loft  his  vil- 
lane  by  reafon  of  his  coming  into  the  city  of  Chef- 

•  Thirtnic,  or  Thirdnicht,  is  Trium  NoSiium  hojpes.  Here  it 
fccmcth  to  fignify  three  nights  charges  for  the  Shcriff's-Tooth. 
ShcrifPs-Tooth  was  a  common  tax  levied  for  the  fhcriff's  diet. 

t  It  is  in  the  deed  Judex,  which  is  fomctimcs  taken  for  a 
Judge,  fomctimcs  for  a  Jury-man  or  Freeholder  ;  which  free- 
holders are  tj^  law  the  judges  of  a  couri-baron. 

ter. 
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tcr,  unlefs  the  fame  hath  remained  there  a  year  and 
a  day  without  daini.    And  in  rcgifd  of  tni'grcic  •♦ 
fetvice  Which  hiy  barons"  dome  irf  'CheffiireJ  nodfe* 
oftheiti  fhall  domefefvice  beyond*  the  Lime  JV' 
but  at  their  own  free  will,  arid'  bt  niy  coft.  -  'AfiA ' 
if  niy' kiiights  froni  Eri^ltod  fHaFl  w-furftmoncd^ 
wliich  blight  to  ward  at  Glicftcr^'and'are  conieto 
keep' thefr  ward;;  aid  £hat  theVe'bfe  nW  ^hiy  of  my 
enemies  at  pVcfeht  from  fbmc  othcir  place','  ahdthirt' 
tKere  be  'nd  Afedj^thcrt  mjr'birof&'may  ih"the^ 
titiifetertirri'  lirtto-tlifeir  oWii  Tr(niffii,-te%alifi  tlieif^ 


nions/'A^Tmiifedfirdy  Some  WitK  *alP  tiKeir -army; ' 
to-rtifildvfr'  thii^^crtl/^cc6ratAg^tJo^  fhfeir  'jfovfrfef :" » 
And  when  that  army  of  the  enemy  Ihall  r^ftac  • 
oiit  of'; hiy  land,  thcTaid Hi^ns- may  Vtturn'to 
their  ov^n  hi'm^*  and  rtfi;'  ^hile  my  Knights  frAw 
England^keeti  the  'gjiard^.'  antf  ;that  'thdre^  fflall  bt ' 
no ne^of  tr^ .baron^V'lwing^urfte methe  fervifces'* 
which  the'  barbrii'  bught  tb  do.- -'l^" d^f  affp  "grlaht | 
urit?b  rhem,  that'ih  iun^-  of  ,^acc  fcfey  ttiiy  ffaW* 
only  twelve  ferjeants' nfincrtacm"- tny ^  ' witH'^ 

one  hoHe  of  thi  riiitfer  fertcaht,  which  fhall  Kaveli6 ' 
provender  fronfiEal!tet'foMithaelihri;l)ut  by^Co^  • 
tefie ;  and  that  the  ferjeants  eat  fuch  meat  as  they 
ihall  find  in  mens  houfes,  'without  buying  any 
other  provifion  for  their  ufe;  nor  fhall  they  eat  in 
any  manor  houfes  of  the  barons.  And  in  the 
time  of  war  (hall  be  appointed  ferjeants  fufHcient 
for  the  keeping  of  my  land,  by  my  advice,  and  by 
the  advice  of  my  judge  and  barons,  as  need  fhall 
require.  And  you  are  to  know,  that  my  barons 
aforefaid  have  for  them  and  their  heirs,  releafcd 

X  That  139  out  of  the   limits  of  the  county,  as  I  conceive 
liima,  being  an  old  word  for  Limes. 

^      ^  to 
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to  mc.  arid  my  heirs,  the  petitions  under- written, 
which  they  defired  from  me;  fo  that  they, can 
challenge  nothing  hcreat'ter  of  them,  but  by'  my 
free  favour  and  mercy  : 

"  To  wit,  my  ftcward  hath  releafed  his  petinQp  of 
Wreck,  and  of  fifh  call  upon  his  land  by  the  Tea, 
and  liberty  of  (hooting  deer  in  my  foreft  for  three 
jhoots,  and  for  the  running  of  his  dogs.     ^* 

.  "  Otherstheirpetitionforleyoftheirfwinein  my 
foreft,  and  {hooting  at  deer  for  three  flioots,  and  for 
running  their  greyhounds  in  the  foreft  going  to 
Chefter  upon  fummons,  or  in  returning ;  and  alfo 
the  petition  of  the  amercement  of  the  judgcrs  of 
the  Wich  of  thirty  walms  of  fait :  But  the  amerce- 
ments and  laws  of  the  Wich  (hall  be  fuch  as  they  ' 
were  before. 

**  I  do  therefore  grant,  and  by  this  prefent  deed 
confirm,  from  me  and  my  heirs,  to  all  my  com- 
mon knights  and  gentlemen  of  Cheihire,  and  their 
heirs,  all  the  aforcfaid  liberties,  to  have  and  to 
hold  of  my  barons,  and  of  other  their  lords,  who- 
foever  they  be,  as  the  fame  barons  and  knights, 
and  other  gentlemen,  hold  the  fame  of  me ;  theic 
being  witnefles,  Hugh,  abbot  of  St.  Wcrburgh 
of  Chefter-,  Philip  Orrcby,  then  judge  of  Chefter, 
&c." 


-^Ihc 
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The  Proportion  of  the'  Old  Hundreds'  in 
Cheshire  to  the  New  Hundreds. 


Jfew  Hundreds. 

1.  Wirral,    -    - 

2.  Broxton,    -    - 

3.  Edefbcry,     - 

4.  Northwich,    - 

5.  Nantwich,     - 
6«  Macclesfield^ 

7.  Bucklow. 


I 


OU  Hundnds. 
Wilavrilon,    -    - 

tDudeftan,     «-  - - 
and 
Ccftrc,  ^    .    . 
Rjfeton,     - 

.  and 
Roelau^  '  -  :  - 
UdeftviCt     -   .- 
Wacmundeftroq, 
Hamftan, 

{Bochelau, 
^  and 
Tunendune, 
Atifcros, 
Exeftan, 


-  I. 

-  .2. 

-  3- 
4* 

•  S- 

^    6. 

7- 
8. 

•  .9. 

lo, 
II. 
12. 


The  towns  in  the  two  laft  Old  Hundreds  were 
long  iince  taken  from  Cheihire,  and  are  now  pare 
of  Flintfliire,  Vide  k  Statute  33  Hen.  Vltl.  cap.  13.. 

Only  Dodlefton  reaiaias  yet  to  Cheftiire,  and 
Marlfton  near  Ecclcfton,  and  Clavcrton  and  Lache 
near  Chcfter ;  which  were  all  part  of  Atifcros  Hun- 
dred. 

The  divilion  of  the  county  into  the  New  Hun- 
dreds I  conceive  exceeds  not  much  the  reign  of 
Edward  III. 

Many  more  towns  are  now  in  Chefliire  than 
were  in  Domefday-book,  as  made  habitable  fince. 


The 


'tis         A  N  T  I  Q^Ut  f  I'^fe'i 

Tkft.  foUdwiftg  Uift  of  .fiithe;i3>»ni».-i|i 
Cheshirb,  .w  H¥9H,.Earl  of  QpjisirER 

held  in  the  Year  1086,  which  is  faithfully 
tranfcrihed  from  DomefcUyrbootc,  wiUgive 
an  Idea  of  the  yafl  Pofleflions  of  that  great 
SubieS;  of  whooi,  immediately,  fcveryPer- 
fon  m  this  Courtty,  except  the  Bi(h(>p,-lield 
what  I^nds  he  was  poflefled  of^  the  Earl 
holding  all  from  the  King. 


WEVERHAM, 
Keonardfly, 

t)unham  on  the  Hilly 

Eiton, 

Traflfbrd, 

Manly, 

Hcllclby, 

Frodfliam, 

Alreton, 

Aldcrly  inferior. 

Done, 

Edefbery,    near    the 
Chamber  in  theForcft, 

Eaton,  in  Broxton  hun- 
dred, 

Lay,in  Broxton  hundred, 

Cotinton, 

Lay, 

Rufliton, 

Upton  juxta  Rufliton, 

Little  Budworth, 

Olton, 

Over, 

Eaftham, 

TrafFord, 

Edlavc, 


In  aU  Forty-eight. 


Macclesfijcld, 

Adlin^ton, 

Gowelworthy 

Merton,  . 

Chcltord, 

Hungerweniton, 

Hcnbury, 

Capcfthorne, 

Hcnfliall, 

Tingtwcezlc^ 

Hollinworthy 

Wcrnith, 

Ramilcy, 

Laiton, 

AHacher, 

Sanbach, 

Clive,      ... 

Sutton,  near  Micfdle- 

wich, 
Wimboldily, 
Weever, 
Occlefton, 
Upton  in  Wirral, 
Stanney, 
Anterbus  in  Ovcr- 

Whitley. 


OF    CMfiS^HXAB.         Uj 

ExTKA6T8fi:omaFampkIeteiiutW»  ^^Some 
Account  of  the  Pari^,  of  EccL^ltoK 
near  Chbstb^,  an  ISfii^T  toivrards  a  new 
and  compendious  oiedioa  ^  Topography/* 

.    Eecj-8?ToH,    l^^jLT    L 

I.  D.    O.  .M. 

To  the  pious  memorull 
of  his  deare  parenta,  Richard 
GroTveaor  £^.  with  Chriftian 
Daaghmr  to  Richard  ftooke  £fq«      .    f 
and  Jane  daughter  to  Sir  Thomas 
Vernon  Kt.  his  virtuous  wives :  as  alio 
to  the  like  mcmgriaU  of  Letice  .  •  •  « 
Daughter  to  Sir  Hugh  Ckolmondeley   Kc« 
Elizabeth  daughter  to  Thomas  Wilbraham 
£fq.  and  ElUaabctk  yet  livinge^  §  daugh* 
-ter  and  heire  to  Sir  Peter  §  Warbur- 
-ton  Kt.  ooe  pf  the  judges  of  the 
CommonPleas^Wivesto  Sir  Richard 
GroifyeiKN;  K^  ap4  Baronet,  the 
faid    Sir  Richard,  their  thnce 

dedicates    this    monument 

ANNO    DOMINI 

1        6       a        4. 

%  Tkf/yllaiic  divifions  in  tbis  Mariptm.  may  ap-^ 
pear  uncouth  4t  prtfM :  they  artfreqt^nt  enough  in 
preceding  ages  in  more  language^  than  ours. 

IL  Here  Ueth  intered  the  bodye  of  John  Spen« 
cer  late  of  Huntington  Efour.  who  departed  chb 
life  the  vijth  day  of  April!,  and  was  buried  on 
the  xi  aforesaid^  in  the  xxxvth  yeare  of  his  age. 
AnnoDom.  1692. 

5  T  III.  Johan. 


Johannes  Edwards,  nup.  f  dc  Che  ■  •  »  /^ 
Gcnerofus,  et  Elizabetha  -f  fidelil/Jmw  .  _.|*; 
Coniua  eius,  hie  iaccnt  fcpulti ;  '°'"' 

^  -      Quor.  (mature  fibi    \     -^:^''^i«^-« 
'  ^ato  licet  fuis)     ''•""■:  ^^.  i'^'^^f^ 

nuNovcmbf.  26: 770     -^:1T^  : -'''T 

H^cMartiJ23:  79»     j     r^ixf^.;-^v 


Conlbixes 


:il.. 


.^3 


:  tCte  .  ^  .  r€MliriQrtiai1;4dttt6M4 

IVi   -  ■  i  Jtuttik'8.  SJ  ''i'«  '»^^^  u»j'",i.^ 

Icfcldlon,  ct<  -^.  ''^«i  ^^  ^^i^ 
Elizabetha  eius 
Uxor.  lUc  obijt  31  die  ^^ 

Decemb.  1737  Aado  sou 
fuas  82.  et  uxor  4to. 
Nov.    1 73 J  -ffitat.   72. 
Ut  viu  fie  unuu 


y. 

(arms) 


The  memoriall  of  the  juft  (hall  be 
blefled.  Thou  ihalc  go  tft  thy 
grave  in  a  full  a^  as  a  ricke  of 
come  Cometh  m  due  feafon 
intoyeBarne 

pro.  x« '  job  V. 


(armsl 


.  Heare  Ijreth 

Interred  the  bodie 
Of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rojners,  one  of  the  daughters 
of  John  Deane  of  Waflingford  in  th^  county e  d^ 
Barklhire  cent,  and  late  wiife  to  that  Reverend 
Man  of  god  Mr.  Rdbt. '  Rogers  SatchlOr  of  devi- 

I       nide 


OF    CHESHIRE.        ^ 

nitie  Arqhd^acon  of  Chcfter  and  one  of  the  j;  pre- 
bindes  6f  the  cathedrall  church  of  the  fame,  with 
whom  fhe  lived  xxvi  *  ycres :  a  rare  wiffe  and  godly 
matron  ;  by  whom  fhe  had  x  scones  and  v  daugh- 
ters :  after  whofe  death  she  remained  a  devout  wid- 
dow.unto  the  time  of  her  death  being  xxii  *  yeares  : 
whose  holy  li£fe,  love  to  her  hufband  aqdchillderen^ 
liberallitie  to  the  poore,  bountifull  r  hospitallitie, 
helpinge  of  the  poore  in  sicknes  and  diseases,  a 
rare  gift  of  god,  chriftian  charitie  towardes  all, 
with  her  truly  religeous  lifie  both  Jn  counsell  and 
pra&ise,  shtned  in  her  plentifully  all  her  dayes,  to 
gods  glorie  and  now  to  her  endles  eternitie.  Who 
departed  this  lifie  in  a  gpe4  age  the  xi  day  of  De-^ 
cember  Anno  Pomuy  J6J7.  and  in  the  LXXII 
ycare  of  her  age. ' .  - ,  • ..  ♦  Hodie  mihi,  eras  tibi. 

*  yeres  oMd  yea^cs,  thuijftit  'in  the  mrimal:  X  prebindei 
Jbouldhiwe  lein  prebendaries  'J- a  frthendary^  Jn  hew  latin  prebenti 
darius,  or  ratUt  pr/irbendariuSy  is  mm  nubof^fiffetb  a  certain  ec^ 
cUfiaRic  office  or  pnferpient^  calkd  a  frthnd  (frahenda) ,  Thi 
€oncluding  latin  fentence  *  [i.  t,  to-day  for  me,  to-morrow  for 
you]  //  Ukfwife found ai  the  mdof  an  imfcriftieu  in  memory  oflVm^ 
Alderfey^  a  mayor  of  Cbeftir^^ivbo  Std:Ak.  1577  :'  ^wbicb  in/crip^ 
tion  ^as  placed  in  toe  chancel  of  S,  OfwakTs  church  in  Chefier^  about 
1605.  .  , 

VI.  Juxca    S.    E. 

Joannes  Okcs^  Wottonifi  in  AgroGlouceftr.oriund. 

Aul»  Stik  Edmiindi  Oxon.  A.  M. 

Obampliatam  ibid.  20  librar.  donari^  Bibliothecam 

Merito  commemoratus : 

Qui  animarum  curse  inEcclefia  de  Whitergate 

Annos  circ.  24  fideliter  in&rvivit. 

Pauperes  (ftipe  ao  librar.  ijfd.  porrcSa) 

Gattdcbant  Benefa£tore, 

Nee  fidelem  parochiani  paftorem  defidcrabant  \ 

Donee,  jure  jurando  duriufculo  urgente, 

5  T  2  Vir, 


ty6'      A  H  tio  uiiPil::* 

Vir,  inBccte&m  AngHcaifamet'K^m      < 
Fidri  imper  imttiMe, 
Pulftit  ftb  cS  itCHSt  ANoiifqWi. 
In$Ddiba^^le-ft!giilibu6'Uiioa  44 
Do6tuK  itte  ac  |mis» 
Vit9  iliibacc,  nionilnl{tic  tuaviffimonnn, 
Saccllani  tnunm  aequMdb  oniiavit. 
so  libr.  in  jMufimir»  cc'  Biblktditecafn  soam 
In  Oram  popukHUm  suorudd  WcMoniie 

EtDiHun  tandem  Gi«$iraioniin 

A  Fnmcifbo  GhdmoiidSltijr' ^r. 

(Cui  stimmum  ^sdh'per  hoMMsm  ^seftitit) 

Accerfitils  Itrtien^  thititifit  tu^."^  )^07. 

Ubi  vidi  ft»kai  (pcnafiftietti  iMerUbcrrimos) 

AnAcrl  mtgi»  ouahi  morbo  <H)fifta^s^ 

Jntcriit  2  die  Nov.  17^0.  setat.  6§. 

Diftus  Prancifcus  Cholfliondclby 

M.        B.        M.        P. 


i\\  ^  'fv  if^  1^  ^r*  T'  'f*  ••* 'r*'  'f»  •|> 

VII.        Hie  jacct  corpus  Henrici  Wigl^y 
S.  T.  B.  coll.  Div.  Joh,  Evang,  Cantab. 
Olim  soc.  ct 
De  Ecclcfton  Yenecabilis  paft. 
Lucerna  ardens  lyccnsq;   crat: 
.  Sed,  proh  dolor !  infella  febre 
Jam  *  iriittpbratwr^ 
Et 
Vcrtitur  in  dneres. 
Qui  mpdo  flamma  fuk. 
Ob.  a;  Apr.  Anno  iEutis  sus  39110, 
Annbq;  Dam*  lyou 

*adam1»itttryhK^ter  ADVMRATA  male, 

VIII, 


OF    CHESHIRE.       Syt^ 

VIIL    Hkj«Ge(  Alicia  OmdKy^^inee 
vivk cxcefnc  Aug.  .^30.  4 693. 
Saacum^  toeic  sKm  cineres 
Tibi  oredttQs.  a. mambos    .. 
Profanis,  adjuftoram 
ResuFRdionenu  .^ 
£t  matri^  cineres,  et  filii  (ex 
'  Priori-niatrinioiiionacu 
Minimi)  Ant.  Wiglcy,  M.  D.'    . 
Fifii  tccpx  Matri  chari,  trin  IMaoem 
Pii  I  medtci  eruditi,  .^uti^ 
J  Foeltcis;    qoi  licet  ^tfGduc 
A  divitibqs  petnetar,  egenis 
Tatnen  a^que  operam  hnpcndebac'} 

Quo$  non  modo  in  depelleadti 
Morois,  fed  etiam  in  lublevanda 

Paupertajte,  mulcuxn  et  siepe 
El  secreto  juvit:  at  cum  ipfe  (neu !) 

Semper  valetudine  kborarct. 
Tandem  corporis  viribus  (animo 

Alioram  ialuti  intento)  non 

^ufficiehtibus,  triukum  deploratos 

OWjt  Apr.  27.**  anno  1712. 

JEtat.  fux  35. 

TSL         Hie  jacet  .Elizabetha,  £Ua  hatu 
Minima  IJejit  Oldfcld  in  Com.  Cefs.  * 
Arm.  ct uxorRcvd^ •  Tho*  Aubrey, 

hujus  EccteEse  Reft,  expeftans 

Beatam  Rerufredionein.  Ob.  Nov. 

\    19.  iflS'tat.  48.  A.  t).  J738. 

Cujus  ad  dextram  repofitse  funt  Reliquis 

Revdi.  Thomas  Aubrey  A  M. 

Qui,  Dd  gp:egem  *  ei  cocnmeadatum 

*  fr§  CeO,  k^  Ctb.  fnRiwi.  legi  Reverend*,  /rv  ei  i&|»£bi. 

*  Annis 


87*:        A  N  T  I  CLU  I  T  I  E  S 

:*  Annis  quinquaginta  quatiior 

quum  prompto  animo  paviisct, 

Chrifti  in  manus  fpiritiun  deposuit 

die  2do.  Junii  A.  D.  1758.  ^tatissuas  8imo. 

EccLESTON,    Part  II. 

IN  Lord  Grofvenor's  chancel  is  a  tomb,  on  which 
two  human  figures  repofe  fupine  on  pAlows. 
Above  the  tomb  is  a  fplendid  marble  monument 
(with  a  fouth  afped)  neatly  executed  in  the  nnxie 
01  the  laft  century,  and  containing  an  Englifh  in- 
fcription  [I.]  Three  fides  of  the  tomb  fecm  to 
have  been,  ornamented  and  infcribed;  but  time 
hath  much  worn  them. 

II.  The  Spencers  of  Huntington,  a  name  now 
extinft,  were  wont  formerly  to  pafs  over  the  Dee 
to  Ecckfton-church,  John  Spencer,  Efq.[  1692] 
rcpoleth  in,  the  cliancel  behind  the  reader's  deflc. 

III.  John  Edwards,  gent,  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  died  1637.  Their  epitaph,  graven  on  a 
brafs  plate  noW  loofe,  ends  prettily  with  "  confortts 
ut  vita  fie  urna^\  alluding  to,  their  union  in  life 
and  in  the  grave  :  the  four  lail  words  of  which  are 
tranfcribed  into  IV.  an  epitaph  ori-Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ormes,  on  a  brafs  plate  affixed  to  an  inner  pillar : 
he  di^d  on  the  laft  day  of  1737- — ^(heon  the  fourth 
of  Nov.  1 733.  V.  An  Englifh  epitaph  in  memory 
of  Mrs.  Rogers  is  painted  on  a  thin  board  now 
loofe. 

Within  the  communion-rails  are  fixftones  in  the 
following. order. : 


■  I  I  ■       ■  n  ^        , 

3     Aubrey  I  void  |.  Wiglcy    I  Cawdrcy  I  WIglcyl  J.  O,  I     %  ^ 
7      6.  IX.  I  5.  o.  I  -►Vll.^.  1  3.   VJU.  I  2.  Vll.  I  I.    o.  I   ^  C 


Tht 


O  F    C  HE  SH  I'R  El.  8$^| 

The  firft  ftone^  clofe  by  the  north  wall,  contains 
^'  7-  thoe  modeit  words  -,  which 

spctmta^di   .       fam  to  have  been  written 
incociis  by    Ipme  one  on  hunielx* 

[*'  Here  lietb  J.  0.  my  hope  is  laid  up  in  the  beavem.^*} 
We  diligently  enquired  who  this  perfon  was,  but 
in  vain  :  no  information  was  to  oe  expefted  from 
the  regifter,  for  the  ftone  was  without  date.  How- 
ever all  was  cleared  up  by  a  marble  monument  near 
the  altar,  ereded  by  Francis  Cholmondeley  <f 
Vale-Royal,  Efquire,  in  memory  of  [VL]  John 
Okes  of  Wotton  in  Gloucefterfliire  (M.  A.  of 
Edmund-hall,    Oxford).     Mr.   Okes  was  about 
twcnty-£»ur  years  miniiler  of  Whitegate :  which 
church  he  was  compelled  to  relinquifh  thro' his 
nonjuring  principles.     He  was  domeflic  chaplain 
forty-four  years  at  Vale-Royal-hall  in  Chefhire, 
Having  gone  to  Eaton,  1 707,  upon  the  invitacioo 
of  Mr.  Cholmondeley  (who  was  guardian  to  the 
heir  of  Eaton)  he  continued  there  till  his  death, 
which  happened  in  the  fixty-fifdi  year  of  his  age, 
on  the  2d  day  of  Nov.  1710.     [2-VII.]   Henry 
WiGLEY,  Bachelor  in  divinity,  late  fellow  of  St, 
John's  college,  Camhrid^e^  and  Redor  of  Ecclef- 
ton,  departed  in  his  thirty-ninth  year.     [4]  Mr. 
Wigley's  fon  Henry  deceaf^  Apr.  3d,  1701 ;  Mr. 
Wigley  died  of  a  fever  on  the  27th  of  the  fame 
April ;  and  his  daughter  Ann  followed  them  on 
May  14:  what  an  alteration  did  fix  weeks  make 
in  one  family !    [3-VIII.]  Alice  Cawdrey  de- 
parted Aug,    30th,    1693 :     Anthony  Wigley, 
doftor  in  i)hyfic,  (her  youngeft  fon  by  a  former 
hufband)  died  Apr.  27th,  1712,  in  his  35th  year: 
both  thefe  are  depofited  in  the  fame  grave.  [6-lX.] 
Elifabeth,  youngeft  daughterofL.01dfeld,Efquirc, 
deceafcd  in  her  48  th  year,  Nov.  19th.  1738;  (he 
was  wife  to  Thomas  Aubrey  M.  A.  Redor  of 
Ecclefton,  who  deceafed  June  2d,    1758,  in  his 

Sift 


•yi        *'ir^Tl  , 

oXft  JtU%  90Ct  IB  ntUKM  9D  IM  (Wil 

li»;  Ih0i«  filier  w^4mmd'"'^ 


irutoti. 

1  nus  jiStC  iv  ler  uciuicjiiu  m  onnr  aBDOOK  Qi 

icpofe  iSMfv  wftbout  M^  mcmoritt  t  ochcf f  t&oc 

leniD  fcpicnotji  wMch  G6d 


9  cum iWi f m  !» •  xug  w* 


wmrttmmf^  (Geo.  ni.  t^  ^^^  fimenMxB 
focuxkthiii  vsnn^'ttC"  Si iii|[  t  twctf  cofn  n^ 
Iratnedcrietli  widiocic' voiee.or  Imgwajpr^.  ^pic> 
pnt,  O  mortd  nruuiy  fijr  ilioir  fttdlt  d^jKckljr  be 
imfa  us.^  The  btRh  and  low^  rich  and  poor,  the 
pn>(perous  and  affliftcci,  the  opprcffor  aod  op- 
pieflcdy  are  alike  conTigped  to  die  manfions  of 
the  dead»  to  motrMtr  swaf  to  thehr  Mtfve  <Mt 
During  our  fhort  abidance  here,  it  behoreth  us  to 
^  folbw  not  tbat  vAicb  is  9viP*  i  for  fin  is  abomi* 
nable  to  the  Lord,  and  cannot  gp  unponiflied-^ 
bmweoughttofoHow/ftffimlKcA^^iM^*'  bjrlir- 
ing  accormi^  to  the  purhy  of  the  Chriflian  diA 
penfation,  **  He  that  doeih  gcodj  is  §f  God\^  h^ 
deportment  fheweth  lihn  to  be  idfied  tor  heaven  : 

^  httbe^  that  doetb  evii^**  h  no  true  Chrifttan ^he 

^  batb  notJm.Gpi,^  becaufe  he  hath  not  obeyed 
God*8  word.  (3  Jo.  v.  11.)  Vice  leadeth  tim/ 
doleful  and  thorny  paths  to  deftroftion  and  per- 
dition: Virtue  affbraeth  comfort^  calmiKfs,  iind 
ferenitr  of  mind  in  this  world  %  and  leadctk  to 
ncvcr-nding  blifs. 


Ixscaup. 


dt'OAfijS^lt  TUB'.        »x^ 

The  Aofl  reiiiaikable  lufciipiluns  intmd  near 

St."  bs'^A&zx's  ClwxJ^T]^di.CKR«  TE  jf; 

A.        1767. 
gMNtfOT-ENTlS  fervwin  tarn  ficiflftn. 

No.  I.— XL  In   the  CATHEDRAL. 

No.  I.  Near  the  great  Weft  Door. 

II.  Over  the  Font,  which  is  wrought  of  handfome  black 
marble. 
•  m.  IV.  V.  In  the  Broad  Dc. 
Vr,  VII.  VIII.  IX,  X.     In  the  Choir,   near  the  holy 
Table. 

XI.  On  a  brafs  plate  affixed  to  a  grave-done  in  the  Broad- 
Ilc. 

XII.  In  St.  Ofwald's  Church. 

5U  I. 


176     j^i^-fit^mv&m^ 
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■flOHANNl  WAIN  WRIGHT  avo?^  ^™ 
■  THOM^  WAINWRIGHT  patrii-"-^^*' 

J  lili  a  Waltono, 

L  Huic  a  Pcarfono^ 

VCanccllarijs  hujufcc  Diocccfcos  conftitutis. 

In  codcm  fcpulchro  compofitrs^  * 

Quos  tranquillum  iter,  ct  private  femita  vitas 
Detulit  adtumulom,  charos  aequifquebooifquc:  - 
Si  non  floruerint  opibiis,  Uribufque  fuperbis^       1 
Juffitiam,  morefquc,  fidcmquc,  et  jura  colebant. 
Dives  cris,  PacriEque  decus,  quicunque  neponim 
Tales  laude  pari,  talcs  virtutibus  :£qua5* 
lOHANNES  WAINWRIGHT,  urns  Banrnm  de 

I  V  Scsccmoin  Rqm  HibcraiK 

1^  a      -    r:'^^    H^^H 


'  ^         "^  ■■'  ■ '"^u  J.:  iiv 

Lateridum  }dc  dim  iavenit  B^f^^d^iuriuin 
in£uis  GuiHelmus  Mpreton ;   . 
Mannoreimi  Idem  jnftituit 
EPISCOPVS  KILDARENSK 
Anao  pom.  1(^7/ 


■*i4« 


■^f 


tn. 


Q  P   C  H  r.S'H  I  R  E& 


^7r 


5U2 


IV. 


IV. 

D.  O.  M. 

Hie 

Spe  beatxRefurrcftionis  requiefcit 

E  LTTZ  A  B  E  T-H'A, 

;Oulielini  Nichols  A,  M.  Refioris  Stopportenil  Uxor, 

f  Ctrl  Egerton  de  Shaw  in  Com.  Lancaft.  Arm.  $jia. 

Obijt  0^"i.  A.  p.  RpcpVIJJ. 

Vit£  ipc\4paup  exoppliur  fpcftal;ile. 

Siccine  me  fuperflftr^  jecqsiu  ^inouis,  £liza^ 
'  Me  tifs  JTpciupQ,  ejc  pig^ora  c^aia^novhn  f 
in^ie  certabiit  pruden^  cijiip  pipbit^, 

jK^oi^  cuin  fg^ 
J^ei  mi^,  quodcpgv  priyatua  conjugp^tali 
'  bimidja  t^xidepi  viy^re  part^  ]nei'^ 
^hi  nij^mc  vanis  juvat  aftra  fiprirc  iq[uerclis, 
•  Nil  lacrymis  tumufuim  fpargerc  fcpe  fcuum. 
J^t  femper  npftri  merninifle  juvabit.'amorjs 

Mutui,  et  hau4  fi^a  te  pictatc  fcqui. 
Hoc  unum  oro  Deum,  cum  mors  mibi  finjet  aeyum, 
tjt  cum  forte  tua  det  fimul  ^ffe  ipeam. 
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To  the  Memory  of 

M«.  BA^IBARA  dOD, 

wKo   devi^d    Her    Efii^ie 

in  ^ougtfoh^mS  CbtlSer  TSarntcn 

in  the  County  of  Chefter 

to  the  Minor  Canons  of  this 

Cathedral. 

She  was  Daughter  of  Randal  Dcd 


of 


Daughter  and  Heir  of  tviUiam  MorgiU 
of  Gray's  Inn  Efq\ 

wc; 


She  dyed  vl^SMI^  July  the  15^ 

A.  B.-17D3.. 

And  was  interr*d  the  26.  at 

S^.  Martins  Chtrfh  in  the  Fields : 

and  for  tlieperpctu^tion  pf  the  memory 

of  fuch  8  Bend&£bix,  the  prefent 

Minor  Canons  I.  D:  fl,T:  T,  L:  I.^: 

'     have  wnh  gratitude  in  honour"    • 

to  her  name  ereAed 

this  Monument .  An?  Dom? 


VI. 


Ne  mentiretur  Epitaphium 

Marmori  ifuo  hoc  infcriptum  voluit 

GEORGIVSI^^tj:.^  p>of?flbr, 

Ecckfix  Dei  fervus 

_In^tilis  jfed   cordatus. 

Dni  Jofephi  H^ill,  Praefulis 

Picnuffinv,pnm6  EXQNlENSIS, 

Dein  NORVJCENSIS^  fcnptls  iempcr  v^fturi, 

Filius :  (Jmo  umbra  potius) 

Sex  inter  femeq  ani^os  ^di;^  non  meruit, 

CESTRI^  EPISCOPVS. 

Denatus 
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Denatus  JEtatii  fyx  Anno  55? 
Chrim  tttb  1668. 


Confumar,  inod6  in  domo  Dei 
Aixkaniluceamq.  . 

Arms.  The  dioccis,  impaled  wiUfHalL 
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VII/ 


Juxta  dormit 
Beatam  expeftans  Rcfurrcdlionem 
Revcrcndus  admodum  in  Chrifto  Pater 
SAMUEL    PEPLOE    S.T.B. 
Olim  Ecclefiae  Kedlaftoniae  propeDerbiam  Reftor, 
Turn,  Vicarius  Preftonenfis  in  agrp  Lancaflria:, 
Mox  Optimo  favente  Principe, 
Collegii  Mancunienfis  Guardianus  •, 
Rcliquos  dcinde,  quos  plurimos  produxit,  anaos, 
EPISCOPUS    CESTRIENSIS. 
Ampliora  adco  non  cupidc  cxpctivit,  ut 
Ultro  oblatis  carere  mallet. 
Qualis  erat  fupremus  Dies  indicabit. 
bbijt  2 1?®  die  Fcbruarij, 
Anno  falutis  humana^, 
MDCCLII, 

iEtatis 


ucxxiv; 


m- 


Arms.    The  dioce&  impaled  with  Peplgc. 
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VIII, 


-    Near  this  Place  lies  the  body ' 
of  Doaor  JAMES  ARDERNE  of  this  County, 

a  while  DEAN  of  this  Church : 
who,  thoT  He  bore  more  than  a  common  Afie£tioii 

to  his  private  Relations, 
yet  gave  the  fubftance  of  his  bequeathable  Eflate 

•  '  '        to  this  Cathedral  ^ 
Which  Gift,  his  Will  was,  ihould  be  mentioned, ; 
that  Clergymen  may  confider 
whether  it  be  not  a  tort  of  facril^^e  ; 

to  fweepr  ail  away  from  the  Church  and  Charity 
into  tbe  Pofleffion  of  their  Lay  Kindred  who    ' 
,    ,,    a^  not  Needy. 
©at:  0&\  %7.  1688 

'     This  f  lain  Abfmmeni^  ::  \ 

vriib  tb$  mbove  Infcr^Hm 

upon  this  cheap  StaiUj 

is  according  $0  ibe  eocpnfs  lo&rds 

of  Dean  ARDERNE?S  WiU. 
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We  have  beeiiiobUgingly  i^wniral^^A  Ihk 
*  ->  ibUdiimig)  accunie  Abeofitit  nbf  ^KH^fr 

S^kwiMttfaffer  of  this  Wotk.     ;  ^  ^;'-^^^f  -^ 

KJrJNUTSFORD  is  placed  in  an  open  country 
k.  on  the  fides  of  two  parallel  hills,  extending 
t|}(|fnfitlv€5  irom  NortK  to  South,  about  thrct- 
^pv^rs  of  ia  mite,  znA  on  ^  &nidy  foil  mixed  with 

;  The  townJs  divided  into  two  parts  by  a  fpringy 
niQprpf  thcrlength  of  the  hilts>  and  abouc  twenty 
jnQcU  broad  rhrpughocit.     ,     i  ^ 

\ff!f^h^  principal  partoonfilts  of  twoftneets,  which 
'pia  in  the  fame  direftion  with  the  hill>  the  larg- 
eftlies  next  the  moor,  in  the  form  of  a  creicent, 
fund  is  only  fcparated  from  it  by  the  gardens  ^ 
which  in  general  are  about  ten  roods  long. 

The  other  part,  called  the  Crofs-rown,  lies  te- 
yood  the  moor,  almoft  oppofire  the  other,  anU 
contains  about  two  hundred  inhabitants*  - 

It  is  owirig  to  this  fituation  that  the  town  is  at* 
ways  remarkably  clean  and  dry;  every  Ihowcr 
walhing  the  ftrects,  and  carrying  away  the  ordure* 
by  a  pretty  fteep  dcfcent^  ioto  a  brook,  whicK  runi 
along  the  fitJe  of  the  mooc,  the  entire  length  ^  and 
is  eafily,  by  njeaos  of  lluica»,  made  to  water^the 
whole.  ;     J  ;  ?      i    :   .  .  ..  ^:  :■    • 

It  muft  bej'cn^rked,  tiu^  there  is  always  a  quick 
flow  of  water  through  the  moor,  from  an  tacetlenc 
fpring  at  the  fouthern  end  of  it,  where  the  fwatnp 
terminates  gradually  in  a  dry  plain.  . '  v 

Endemics,  fuch  as  intermittents,  &:c.  whotift 
procatartic  caufes,  area  moift,  foggy  atmo^htoe; 
loaded  with  feptical  exhalations,  are  feldom  ioen 
here  \  the  circulation  of  water  through  the  moor, 
which  may  in  fome  meafure  be  compared  to-a  ri- 


O  F    crH  B  S;)H  I  R!R        .«»? 

Tcr,  tarrying  off  thofe  miafms,  vrhidl  rata.  S^flen- 
ti^  tothe  gcaeracion  of  putrid  6ibaks,.r-j  '^  •  . 

The  Tucceeding  tabkfc[.)pr(ive  the,  &ljjbkdty  of 

Knuc;s|c>rd  in  a.high.dogrp^v.dvs.  may^  :ficcH»pi, 

be  accounted  for  by  its  peculiar  fitu^tiooi^i -which 

in  thc.m6ft  cfFeftual  manner*  prevents  jthofe:  grand 

icHir^es.af  ^difeafear^agmnt  moilture  and>puti!f- 

:i:iftion.M.  r  .■       .'.>  ■    ..  .■        ■.--    t  '' 

.  Since  dry  airy  habitations  'are  of  fo  greet  iq'o- 

jDfint '.to. healthy  as.to  prevent  nearly  .one  half  of 

the  annual  deaths,  as  is  evident  from  obfervations 

.  tn^de  ia  laree  towns,  and  in  the  country,  it  is  ter- 

,liablv'  Q&  xbc  firft  importance  to  choofe,  fuch.-r- 

Cambyfes  feems  to  have  had  this  iin  view,  v^hen 

(among  other  military  inftruftiposj)  he  advifcd 

Cyrus  not  to  negleft  choofing  a  healthful  fituation 

for  his  army.   NinUrumJi  (liutius  eodem  locofis  man- 

furusi  frimtt^  tibi  negligekdUin  -non  Wit  ut.  ^tafitd  in 

ngione  falubri  loces.    dCpn;  lib.oociv. 

By  the  bill  of  mortality  for  the  laft  year,  it  ap- 
peaps^  tiMir.in  Knutsfor^,  one;  in  twenty-fix  died, 
and  by /that  for  1772,*^73, ;  one  ih;  thirty -two: 
^is,  intreafe  of,  fatality  Was  icaufed  by  the  epi- 
demic ijinall-pox— between  July  1773  (at  which 
(ime  th4  fmaU'^pox  difappeared),  and  July  1774, 
the  funerals  were  only  one  in  e^hty-eight ;  a  ladt 
which  can  rarely  be  inftanced.  ! 

The  number  of  inhabitants  to  a  houfe  is  4.46. 
The  married,  as  is  common  in  other  places^ 
ore  near  7.  Reafons  may  be  given  why  widows, 
in  all  places,  bear  near  a  triple  proportion  to  the 
widowers.  Men  are,  on  a  medium,  five  years 
older  than  women  at  marriage — ^widowers  oftcncr 
marry  again  than  widows.— Intemperance  pre- 
vaib  more  among  males  than  females,  and  their 
CTiployments  expofing  them  to  more  cafualties, 
the  number  of  adventicious  deaths  is  greacer  of 
courfe. 

The 
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Lift  of  Buria|$  fpr  Ten  Years,  from  July 
i?^7»  to  June  ^7^7^  ui.c^\ifivrfy. 

1767 ^8"  -  -  -  4?i ' 

—68 6g  -  -  -  ;  3^          ' 

— 69 70  -  -  -  '  29 

..-70^-r-7i  -  -•  -  44 

r--7i-r 7?  -  -  <•  3^ 

—72 73  -  -  -  52 

.48 
16 


-74 -75 

—75 r76    .    -        -        - 

—76 -77 

At  the  DilTenung  chapel  )p  ten  ye^ 


Total 


414 


Annual  tnedium  41.4,  fo  that  40.43  U  the 
proportionable  number  of-inhabitants.tiiat,<lje.an> 
nually  in  Knutsford. 


Lift  oif  Chciftenings  for  Ten  Yeais,  ^pm  Ju- 
ly  1767,  to  Jine  J777,  iip<^ufiv<%^ 

Total  " 

1767 6$  -  ,    .-        -  50 

—68 69  -  .        .  49 

"•^9 ;7.o  -  -       -  41 

—79 71  '  '       -  ?$ 

—7.1 -72  -  -        -  43 

— 7« 73  .  ...  46 

—73 74       -        -        -  37 

—74 75        -        -        -  41 

—75 76        -        -        -  4? 

---76 77        -        -        -  4^ 

At  the  iUijOentihg  chapel  in  ten-years  1 2$ 


Total    582 


5Y 


Several 
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Several  of  the  inhabitant^  chr3be^  iitt'  ifi^iki 
pel,  who  bury  at  the  church,  which  is  the  rtaibo 
why  the  chriftcnings  at  the  chapel  fb  much  exceed 
the  buriak. 

The  proportionable  Number  of  Inhabitants 
that  die  aimuallj  in  the  following  Places. 

Vienna,  one  in  •  -  -  i^ 

London,  one  in  -  -  .  -  aol 

Edinburgh,  one  in  ...  2of 

Leeds,  one  in  -  -  «  ai-f 

Dublin,  one  in  -  -  <-  22 

Rome,  one  in  -  -  -  23 

Amftcrdam,  one  in  -  -  •  24 

Breflaw,onein  -  -  -    .      25 

Berlin,  one  in  -  -  -  26r 

Shrewlbury,  one  in  -  -  26^ 


Northampton,  one  in        -        -         2^^T^ 

^7*  1. 


Liverpool,  one  in 

Manchefter,  one  in  -        -         28 

Cheftcr,  one  in         -        -        -         40 


"Country  Parilhes. 

Holy-Crofs,  near  Shrewfbury,  one  in  33 
Dukedom  of  Wirtemberg,  town  and  7 

country  together,  one  in  ^33 

Pais  de  Vaud,  one  in  -        -         45 

Pariihes  in  Brandenburgh,  one  in  45,7 

others,  one  in  3  ^^ 

Ifland  of  Madeira,  one  in  -  -  50 
Parifli  in  Hamplhire,   for  ninety     7 

years,  one  in  5^^ 


PRO. 


PROVIDENCE    IMPROVED: 

A      M  A  N  U  S  C  R  I  P  T, 
By     ED.      B    U    R    G    H    A    H, 

The  Puritanical  Vicar  of  ACTON. 
BEGUN    IN     i6s8,    AND    ENDED     1663. 


N.  B.    He  was  Author  of  John  Brven  of  Staileford's  Ufe, 
and  married  his  SiAer. 


'T^HERE  was  a  remarkable  judgemcritfell  upon 
X  a  wicked,  debauched  fellow  in  Bunbury,  one 
Robinfon  aBearward,  who  followed  that  unlawful 
calling,,  whereby  God  is  much  difhonoured  (efp6^l 
cially  at  thofe  popifli  feftivals  called  wakes),  was 
cruelly  rent  in  pieces  by  a  bear,  and  fo  died  fear- 
fully. That  worthy  man  Mr,  Hind,  who  then 
preached  at  Bunbury,  had,  not  without  caufe,much 
inveighed  againft  thofe  difordcrs  which  were  ufu- 
ally  at  Bunbury  wakes,  and  had  threatened  God's 
judgements  againft  the  fame,  but  could  not  pre* 
vail  utterly  to  remove  them,  tho*  he  endeavoured 
it  to  the  uttermoft :  but  in  due  time  God  makes 
good  his  word  in  the  mouth  of  his  miniftcrs  to  the 
confufion  of  the  wicked.  Oh  T  that  men  would 
learn  at  laft  to  be  wile  before  the  wrath  of  God 
falls  upon  tiiem. 

The  hand  of  God  was  eminent  and  remarkable 

upon  an  ufurcr  in  Bunbury  parilh,  one  G.Rawlin- 

6  Y  2  fon. 


\ 
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foTij  wh6  having  a  living,  atid  being  rich  iii' 
nqr  and  goods,  and  daily  increafing  his  eftate  by 
ufury,  and  making  hard  bargains  -,  a  moth  fecret* 
ly  and  infdrifibly  ehtiercd  into  his  eftate,  which 
ruined  and  wafted,  and  by  infenfible  degrees  cgn- 
fumed  away,  and  within  a  while  he  began  to*be  a 
very  poor  man,  though  he  had  lived  niggardly  and 
fparingly  enough ;  fo  that  in  Prov.  xxviii,  22,  was 
made  good,  "  He  that  hafteth  to  be  rich  hath  an 
evil  eyci  and  confidercth  not  that  poverty  fhall 
come  upon  him.'*    This  man  wai  alio  gi^en  up 
to  the  great  fin  of  whoredom,  for  which  he  did 
public  penance.    Solomon  fays,  ^^  by  means  of 
a  whoreifh  woman  a  man  is  brought  to  a  nl^rfel  of 
bread." 

This  year  alfo  Mr.  Legh  of  High-Lerii,  hav^w 
ing  been  abroad,  and  coming  home  drunk,  as  he 
went  to  water  his  horfe,  was  drowned  in  the  moat. 

About  the  fame  time  were  divers  drunkards 
taken  away  fudderily  by  the  juft  hand  of  God, 
fome  being  drowned,  as  one  hard  by  Hanfipton- 
poft ;  others  by  untimely  deaths. 

This  year  do6lor  Lamb,  the  conjurer,  a  de- 
bauched, vile  wretch,  coming  from  the  play-houfe, 
was  flain  by  certain  failors  and  apprentices  in 
London. 

This  year  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  was  ftab- 
bed  by  John  Felton,  at  Portfmouth.  ^od  ab 
bomintbus  injujli  fieri  folet^  a  Deo  juftdjujtiffime  ft. 

One  Mr.  Sandford  not  far  from  Nantwich  died 
of  a  drunken  furfeit. 

William  Symme  of  Alpraham  having  the  end 
of  his  nofe  bitten  off  by  John  Aftbrook  of  Bun- 
bury  in  a  drunken  fray,  this  year  lofl:  alfo  one  of 
his  eyt- s  in  a  mad  quarrel,  by  William  Witter  of 
Tarporlcy,  who  was  alfo  an  adulterer. 

This  year,  June  19th,  Mr.  Hind,  the  worthy 
miniftcr  of  Bunbur\,  departed  tliis  life  after  much 

weakncft, 

/ 
") 
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weaknefs^.  a  gfeat  lefs^  of  him  1  having  been  a^ 
great  inveighcr  againft  the  wickcdnefs  of  the  times. 
He  was  buried  June  21ft.  Mr.  Langley  pfeachedr 
from  Prov.  xiv.  22. 

7629.  About  this  time  died  Mrs.  Mafterfon  of 
Nantwich  ;  a  pattern  of  piety,  A  violent  ficknefa 
took  many  families,  efpecially  the  family  of  At^ 
kinfon. 

1630.  A  remarkable  judgement  fell  upon  one 
Cooper,  a  baker  in  Cambridge ;  who  returning  in- 
to  the  towxi  after  the  pl^oe,  inftead  of  giving 
thanks  to  God,  fell  to  revelling,  dancing,  an^i 
drinking,  but  in  the  midfl:  of  his  ioUity,  he  feU 
down  fuddenly  and  died,  not  of  the  plague,  but 
fome  other  ftrcAcc  of  God.  Reported  by  Mr.  Tho^ 
mas  Alderfev,  in  a  letter  to  his  father. 

1631.  This  year  many  were  taken  away  by 
fevers  and  other  fore  difcafesj  among  the  reft,  a 
hopeful  young  gentlewoman.  Mils  £liz.  Mainwar- 
ing,  daughter  to  Mr.  George  Mainwaring  of  Bun^ 
bury  •,  fhe  died  of  a  pleurify .  The  faid  Mr.  Main* 
waring  had  a  maid  fervant  who  had  had  four  bal\ 
tards,  which  he  was  informed  of  i  yet  becaufe  (he 
was  a  good  work-woman  he  kept  her  Hill  ^  now  the 
night  before  his  daughter  died,  he  had  a  very 
flrangc  dream,  he  thought  he  faw  a  dead  corpfe^ 
laid  on  a  bier,  carried  out  of  a  little  chamber  join- 
ing to  his  own  and  palling  through  it  ^  he  law  a 
round  circle  all  red,  like  the  breadth  of  a  iheeti 
hovering  to  aftd  fro ;  and  when  the  corpfc  came 
into  his  own  chamber  out  of  the  other,  the  red  cir- 
cle pointed  down  and  fell  right  upon  it,  and  fo 
paiTed  along  into  his  gallery.  Such  dreams  as 
thefc  arc  not  to  be  flighted ;  it's  like  he  was  waked 
by  it,  to  enquire  further  about  his  fervant,  but  I 
never  heard  he  did. 

This  year  five  Aldermen  of  Macclesfield  met  at  a 
tavern,  and  drank  exceffively  of  fack  and  aqua  vita^i 

three 
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three  of  them  died  the  next  day,  and  the  other 
two  were  dangerous  fic)c.  Oh  that  drunkards 
would  learn  to  be  wife ! 

One  J.  B.  of  Buckley,  going  to  Chcfter  and 
drinking  too  freely,  came  to  one  Mr.  Colly*s  houic, 
his  uncle,  and  being  taken  in  bed  with  a  fenrant  of 
his,  his  uncle  broke  his  head.  The  (hame  of 
which  act,  and  the  horror  of  confcience,  wrought  lb 
upon  him,  that  he  was  in  a  kind  of  diitradiion  for 
a  fpace  of  time. 

Mrs.  Crewe  of  Atkinfon  related  to  me  a  me- 
morable caie  *,  it  was  thus  :  A  tailor  in  M aochef- 
ter,  going  abroad  with  his  yard  in  his  hand,  was 
met  by  a  man,  as  he  thought,  having  cloath  under 
his  arm,  who  afked  him  to  make  a  fuit  of  cloaths  for 
him  of  it,  which  he  aflented  to,  and  as  he  was  tak- 
ing meafure  of  him,  he  difcovered  fomething  that 
made  him  think  he  was  the  devil  that  appeared  to 
him  ;  whereupon  he  was  much  troubled  in  his 
mind,  and  went  immediately  to  Mr.  Bourne,  a  mi- 
niftcr  in  Manchcfter,  who  advifcd  hun  when  he 
cut  the  cloth  to  lay  a  fheet  upon  the  table,  that 
none  of  the  fhreds  might  be  loftj  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly-, and   having  made  the  cloaths,  Mr. 
Bourne,  having  kept  a  day  of  humiliation  before 
went  with  the  man  towards  the  place,  where  he  was 
appointcti  to  bring  the  cloaths,  but  flayed  at  a  dif- 
ance,and  bade  tlie  man  be  of  good  courage.  The  de- 
vil in  the  likcnefs  of  a  man  came  according  to  pro- 
mife;  and  the  tailor  delivering  him  the  cloaths,  he 
replied  thus.  Oh  !  yonder  is  Bourne,  thy  holy  father, 
who  hath  inftrud:ed  thee  what  to  do;  and  fo  vanifh- 
ed   out  of  his  fight  w  itliout  doing  the  man  ajiy 
harm  at  all.     This  Mrs.  Crcwc  had  from  a  known 
and  ai^.proved  witnefs. 

Tilt;  juclgement  of  God  was  very  remarkable 
and  kiirtul  upon  the  wife  of  Richard.  Capper  of 
Bunbury,  who  running  away  iVom  her  hulband 

and 
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and  marrying  another  who  was  married,  and  hav- 
ing lived  with  him  till  his  death,  (he  then  married 
another ;  but  a  fecret  judgement  of  God  bcfel 
her  in  her  fecret  parts,  which  rotted  away,  and 
thus  (he  lingered  a  longtime :  of  her  the  faying  ojf 
the  apoftle  was  verified — dead  while  ftie  lived. 

This  year  the  plague  was  dangerous  ip  many 
parts  of  the  kingdom  -,  in  Lancafliire,  efpecially 
Prefton,  where  it  raged  fo  that  the  town  was  depo.- 
pulated,  and  corn  rotted  upon  the  ground,  for  want 
of  reapers ;  but  Chefhire  was  gracioufly  prefcrved, 
where  were  many  public  fafts  kept,  for  the  turn- 
ing away  of  God's  hand. 

The  judgement  of  God  was  manifefted  upoq 
one  Richard  Hotchkifs  of  Burfley,  who  having 
got  an  eftate,  grew  fo  proud,  that  he  difdained  to 
own  his  own  father :  at  length  falling  into  the  fip 
of  uncleannefs,  he  had  a  baiiard  by  a  poor  woman, 
which  he  forfwore  •,  afterwards  he  fent  for  his  own 
fitter,  got  her  with  child,  and  kept  other  womea 
difhoneftly  ;  at  latt  he  was  complained  of  to  the 
bifhop,  and  a  petition  put  up  againtt  him  to  the 
king,  whofc  fcrvant  he  was,  as  guilty  of  great  mif* 
demeanours,  efpecially  for  the. murder  of  the  child 
he  had  by  his  own  fitter  ;  whereupon  he  Bed,  and 
his  goods  were  feized  for  the  king. 

John  Mafiy,  fon  of  Mr.  Mafiy  of  Coddington, 
having  been  at  Ridley,  he  came  from  thence  to 
Bunbury  with  Mr.  Spurftow  and  others,  who 
drank  fo  much  ale  and  aqua  vitx,  that  fome  of 
them  could  not  go  home  -,  but  he  returned  next 
day  to  his  father's  houfe  in  health,  as  they  thought, 
fuppcd  heartily,  and  after  fupper  faid  he  was  fick, 
and  intreated  his  fitter  to  bring  him  to  bed,  but  be.- 
fore  he  could  get  his  cloaths  off,  turning  him  on 
his  bed,  he  faid.  My  lieart  is  broken,  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  me  5  and  died  prefcntly. 

One  Thomas  Tattenhall,  Mr.  Stanley  of  Alder- 

fey's 
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fefs  cook,  coining  into  Bunbury  p^Fi(b^ft>  V^ic  his 
'  friends,  and  especially  one  HeW  WUb^s^gmof 
Teerton,  who  was  reported  to  be  married  t^  hS^i 
•iecrecly  (ihe  faid  only  cooftradted),  was .  flfiin  by  a 
iall  from  his  horfe ;  he  had  been  drinking  very 
hard,  and  I  was  told  that  he  was  for  ccr^in  diep 
drunk. 

About  the  fame  time  one  Mr.  Wynne  of  Whit- 
church, being  drunk,  drew  his  ropier  and  run  his 
own  fifter  through,  becaufe  (he  would  have  got 
him  from  the  ale-houfe. 

Another  in  Nantwich,  being  drunk^  fell  down 
into  the  channel  of  the  ilreet,  ^nd  dafhed  his  head 
upon  the  liorn  of  a  tanner's  hade,  and  w^'  kilkd. 
Another  io  Cholmondeley,' being  drunk,  diq^ 
jn  vomiting:  Thefe  examples  upon  drupkards 
happened  in  two  or  three  days  together. 

1632.  This  year  one  of  Mr.  Mafterfon's  tenets, 
being  drunk,  fell  off  his  horfe  and  broke  his 
neck. 

Alfo   in  Tattenhall,  a  notorious  drunkard  died 

as  he  had  lived,  calling  for  pots,  and  naming  his 

hofteflesjuft  before  his  death,  ^alis  vitUj  jfnis  ita. 

May  12th,  Mr.  Cole  fchool-mafter  of  Bunbury 

departed  this  life,  having  been  fick  eight  weeks. 

One  John  Walley,  a  drunkard  of  Teerton,  fell 
off  a  beam  in  a  dove-houfc,  and  being  drunk  broke 
his  neck.  Not  long  before  he  had  faid  to  a  neigh- 
bour who  hadfown  his  ground  to  parts, "  the^i(evtl 
break  my  neck  if  thou  reap  that  thou  haft  fowcdj" 
and  it  came  to  pafs  accordmgly. 

Mr.  l^homas  Booth,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Geq^ 
Booth  of  Dunham,  riding  furioufly,  fell  off  his 
horfeand  broke  his  neck. 

Remarkable  judgements  fell  upon  £liz.  Ajjan 
of  Spurftow,  whofe  daughter  marrying  a  poor  man 
againft  her  confent,  ihe  was  wont  to  curfe  tl^ein 
both  upoA  her  knees,  for  which  being  Cq^rovied^ 

Ihe 
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the  faid  (he  would  curfe  the  man  as  Iom;  as  Ihe 
lived;  but  God's  judgements  light: i>OCn  upon 
herfelf  and  her  relations :  She  had  an,  ulcer  on  ner 
leg,  occafioned  l>y.a  little  fcratiBh :  a  fur^n  was 
fent  for  to  cul  it  off,  but  was  prevented  by  death. 
Her  daughter  whom  (he  had  fo'curfed  became'fdnie 
in  her  back  and  hips,  and  fo  continued  to  her 
death;  and  her  younger  daughter  had  a  lingering 
diftemper  upon  tier,  and  at  la(t  married  very  un» 
comfortably;  (he  had  only  one  fon^  a  hopeful 
youth  and  a  fine  Icholar,  and  God  took  him  away 
in  his  prime. 

A  great  man  in  thi^  coutlty^^  Sir  H.  C.  going  to 
bed  in  health,  and  having  conjugal  fociety  with  his 
wit'e  (as (he  afterwards  confe(red  to  a  private  friond)^ 
-turned  himlelf  to  the  other  (idc  of  the  bed  and 
died. 

A  boy  of  one  Crutchleys^  a  parator  of  A£h)ta^ 
hanged  himfelf ;  the  (lep-mother,  it  was  faid^  at- 
moft  fami(hcd  him. 

16^4.  Some-  two  miles  from  Wettenhall,  a 
woman  killed  her  own  daughter,  and  by  the  hdp 
of  her  (on  buried  her  in  a  pit. 

June  14th.  Widow  Money,  a  woman  of  ill 
fame  formerly,  waft  found  killed  in  an  upper  room 
of  her  hou(e,  and  laid  under  a  turnell,  with  three 
flitches  of  bacoin  upon  it ;  her  own  (bn  Philip  was 
flrongly  fufpe£ted,  and  (hrewdiy  que(tioned  at 
Chefter  aflize  about  it,  being  arraigned  at  the  bar, 
but  acquitted  by  the  judge ;  how  juitly  God  only 
knows. 

In  Beefton  a  poor  man  had  (tolen  a  jerkin  from 
one  R.  Bailey;  he  was  followed  and  accufed  of  the 
theft,  but  denied  it,  and  curfed  himfelf  upon  his 
knees  if  he  had  done  it ;  the  Lord  (truck  him  fud- 
dehly  according  to  his  execration,  ai^d  he  died  pre- 
(cntly. 
About  this  tkne  a  woman  in  Chefter,  going  upon 
5  Z  the 
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eUe  walls  to  .  get  j^ums  on  the  Lord's  day,  fell 
down  ihd  broke  Jier  neck. 
..One  Philip  Ct^^r  of  Glutton,  being  at  a  bcar- 
faakiin  Carotn,  died  fuddenly  at  that  diforderljr 
i^^rt.       .... 

WJien  the  woman  who  killed  her  daughter- was 
accuitd  with  her  fon  there  was  fo  great  a  blaft  of 
^ind,  that  the  j.ud«s  durft  not  fit  on  the  bench :  a 
die  was;  blown  oft  a  houfe,  which  hit  the  iheriflTs 
horfe,  and  ftruck  him  down  under  hioi  as  he  went 
^o  bring  her  to  execution ;  much  hurt  was  done  bjr 
it  in  many  places.  The  rqsort  then  was  that  this 
woman  was  a  witch,  and  by  the  devil's  means  fhe 
xaiied  the  tempell^  for  it  rofe  fuddenly  and  was  fud- 
jdeoty  abated. 

1635.  One  )J.  Kerjy^  goii^  to  Mancliefter,  bo- 
ing  in  an  ale-houfe  drinking  with  his  companions, 
,rhe  hofbefs  denied  giving  him  any  more  i  he  fworc 
-he  would  drink  xo  dozens  that  nighty  fo  he  went 
out  of  the  ale-houfe  (far  in  the  night)  to  another 
mof,  far  off,  but  falling  into  a  pit  by  the  way  fide, 
'■he  was  drowned. 

One  Colly's  wife  in  Aiidlcm  pariih»  having  a 
writing  taken  out  of  her  coffer,  prayed  in  a  ne^, 
that  the  hands  that  had  taken  it  might  roc  off 
(thinking  her  daughter-in-law  had  taken  it),  her 
daughter-in-law  indeed  faid  amen  to  it,  who  had 
opened  the  coffer,  and  dircdcd  a  little  boy  of  her's 
to  take  it ;  but  within  a  while  after,  the  poor  child 
began  to  have  fore  hands,  which  could  not  be 
cured,  but  by  degrees  rotted  off,  according  to  her 
fearl'ul  execration. 

One  Coughen,  a  tailor,  a  debauched  man,  flew 
one  Shenton,  then  conttable  of  Stoke,  who ,  being 
fcnt  for  to  apprehend  him,  when  he  was  brabliog 
and  difordercd ;  and,  out  of  civility,  not  taking  him 
to  the  Hocks  but  to  his  own  houlc,  there  (hut  him 
up  in  his  parlour  *,  but  the  villain,  cdiicinuing  his 

dilordcrs. 
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diforders,  broke  the  door,  and  as  Shtoton.was 
coming  to  pcrfuadie  him  to  be  quiet^  h*^  ftabbed 
him  mortally  in  three  places ;  at  ibon  lis  he  had 
done  it;  he  offered  to  do  the  likte  to  another  neigh'>- 
bour,  but  he  proved  too  ftrong,  and  broke  his 
knife.  ^  •'•  • 

Dec.  29th.  One  Hatton,  a  fervant  to  the  baron . 
of  Kinderton,  a  lewd  and  wicked  fellow,  who  kept- 
a whore  publickly,  tho'  a  married  man,  having  been 
at  Sandbach,  and  drunk  with  that  head-ftrong  ale,' 
as  he  returned  homewards,  was  drowned  in  a  little 
ditch,  where  was  fcarce  water  enough  to  cover  his 
head. 

'  1636.  A  man  of  Mr.  Dodd  of  Ed^,  being  at  a- 
Bear-bait,  and  (laying  at  an  ale-houle  till  lace  at 
night,  being  drunk,  and  going  out  of  doors,  fell  in- 
to a  ditch  hard  by  and  was  drowned. 

Rich.  Bettley  of  Spurllow  was  killed  by  a  fall 
off  a  running  horfe  near  Becfton-Wood,  being 
drunk. 

•  A  woman  of  Afton-green,  by  the  inftigation  of 
the  Devil,  drowned  herfelf  in  Weaver,  and,  by 
the  violence  of  the  river,  was  carried  down  to  Min- 
fhuU-mill,  and  caught  in  the  wheel,  ^is  talia 
fando  temperet  a  lacbrymis  ? 

1637.  Mr.  PrynnCy  Mr.  Beftwick,  and  Mr. 
Burton,  were  ccnfured  in  the  ftar-chamber  to  lofe 
their  ears,  and  many  in  Cheftcr  were  complained 
of,  for  coming  to  vifit  Mr.  Prynnc,  and  having 
conference  with  him  as  he  palTed  through- the 
city. 

One  R.  Leech,  being  a  notorious  whore-mafter, 
was  met  by  the  devil  in  the  likenefs  of  a  woman,  iA 
the  night  time  ;  fhe  oiFered  to  kifs  him,  and  then 
drew  him  towards  a  pit  in  a  field  near  Woodhey, 
whereupon  he  was  much  affrighted,  fell  fick,  and 
languimed^a  long  time.  Oh  I  that  whore-maflers 
would  at  laft  take  warning. 

5  Z  2  1638.    On 
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1^3 8.  On  Monday  a  maid  iervant  goings  to  s 
May-game  in  Peckforton,  where  (he  wich  others 
fbent  her  time  in  dancing,  as  iho  wenc  home  was 
Itnick  fuddenly,  fo  that  flie  could  not  go^  but  was 
carried  by  two  men,  and  died  the  next  day. 

The  plague  broke  out  upon  us,  a  variety  of 
judgements,  and  variety  of  mercies  ;  for  thene  was 
abundance  of  com  of  all  forts,  and  mod  comforta- 
ble feafons  both  to  fow  and  reap  in,  fb  chat  it  may 
well  be  called  annus  plene  fertiliffinms. 

This  year  great  diflentions  grew  betwixt  the 
king  and  hisfubjeds  of  Scotland;  theoccafionwas 
his  (ending  to  them  the  book  of  Common -prayer, 
andadminiftration  of  Sacraments,  wherein  theydif- 
liked  many  things,  and  at  laft  utterly  denied  to  re- 
ceive and  ufe  it :  upon  which  rcfufal  the  kine  be« 
ing  exafperated,  fent  (Iriftcr  commands  to  them, 
whereupon  they  took  a  refolution  to  fortify  them- 
(elves,  and  attcr  invaded  England.  Here  was 
the  firft  rife  of  that  unhappy  war  that  continued 
fblong  amongft  us  j  and  the  bifliops  of  England, 
efpccially  arGhbilhop  Laud,  were,  and  not  without 
caufe,  thought  to  have  a  chief  hand  in  it. 

This  time  great  preparation  was  made  againft 
the  Scots  i  the  king  went  to  York  with  a  great  com- 
pany of  foldiers,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom men  were  prefled  and  fent  after  him  :  in  the 
mean  while  the  Scotch  had  intelligence  of  the  pre- 
parations made  againft  them,  and  fortified  them- 
felves  •,  but  the  Lord,  who  is  the  God  of  peace, 
heard  the  prayers  of  his  poor  people  in  both  king- 
doms at  this  time,  and  prevented  a  bloody  war 
which  had  like  to  have  enfued  ;  for  the  king  was 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  accept  the  Scots  petitions  lo 
grant  them  a  parliament,  and  as  the  report  then 
was,  ended  their  grievances,  by  reftraining,  if  not 
quelling,  the  power  of  the  bifheps,  whofe  revenues, 

.    eitlier 
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either  in  whole  or  in  part,  weregiven  to  the  king's 
fecond  fon,  jan^es  duke  of  York. 

In  Jjuly  one  Lawrence  Smith  of  Peckforton,  a' 
proud  and  profane  xxuui,  and  a  hater  of  good  men^.^ 
efpecially  Mr.  Hinde,  having  been  a;  an  akhoule 
near  Malpas,  and  flaying  late  till  he  was  drunk, 
as  he  was  riding  after  a  brother-in-law^  one  X>ar- 
Ijngton,  he  fell  offhishorfe,  and  daihed  out  bis 
brains  againft  a  ftepping  (tone. 

July  26th.  One  K.  Hughes  of  Bunbiiry,  as  he 
was  feeing  them  bowl  on  Haughton-green,  was  fud- 
denly  Imote  by  the  hand  of  God,  fell  down,  and. 
being  carried  home  died  that  night.  This  man 
had  a  good  eftate  in  money,  which  he  increafed  by 
ufury,  but  could  never  be  brought  to  make  his 
will,  fo  his  wife's  relations  fued  one  another  aboiit 
the  eftate. 

Mifs  Venables,  fifter  to  the  baron  of  Kinderton^ 
a  religious  gentlewoman,  as  ftie  was  travelling! 
with  fome  of  her  fervants,  was  benighted  and 
fo  weathier-beaten  with  the  fnow  (the  way  alfo  be- 
ing obftruftedby  drifts)  that  they  were  in  danger  of 
being  ftarved  to  death ;  addrefling  themfelves  to 
God  by  praver,  they  met  with  a  farmer^  who  took 
them  to  his  houie,  where  they  lodged  that  night. 

A  multitude  of  people  being  fet  under  the 
church-yard  walls,  on  the  fouth  ude  of  the  church 
at  Bunbury,  at  the  time  of  the  wakes,  to  fee  a  bear- 
bait  I  the  wall  fuddenly  fell  down  upon  them,  yet 
they  were  not  hurt ;  they  had  the  fame  diforder  the 
year  following,  and  there  happened  the  fame  dif- 
ailer,  and  the  fame  deliverance.  Oh  the  great  pa- 
tience of  Almighty  God ! 

1640,  April  13th.  The  king  called  a  parliament 
beyond  the  expectation  of  moft  of  his  fubjeAs.^ 
we  had  had  none  for  eleven  years  before;  the  chief 
caufe  (as  was  then  faid),  was  to  have  fubfidies  to 

main- 


miintam  his  waragaiiift  the  Scots,  who  now 
began  to  ftir.  .  ,   , 

The  parliament  was  dliToivcd  fuddcfily^i  and  iin* 
cxpcftcdly,  in  great  difpleaiurc  on  all  haods  \  the 
king  demanded  fubfvdics,  t!ie  commons  dcfiird  to 
have  thtir  grrcv^anccs  rcdrcfftrd,  whitli  larcre  m^xif^ 
before  they  would  yield  to  give :  The  kingr  fern  ar 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  dcmaiKkxl  to 
borrow  of  the  city  7co,oool.  which  the  Lord 
Mayor  not  yielding  to,  b^aufchefaid  tbe^city  «as 
poor,  the  king  took  his  fword  from  bim^  but  by 
the  mediation  of  the  Lord  CKambcrl«tns,  ic  wat 
lent  after  hi^n  ere  he  came  into  the  citj\ 

The  king  imprifoncdfour  aldermen  fortcfufirg 
to  give  him  intelligence  Avho  were  of  bcft  ^^ility 
to  lend  him  money:  which  was  fo  jil-takcn  that 
the  apprentices  made  an  infurrei^ion^  pulled  down 
the  prilon,  and  fee  tlic  prifoners  at  liberty.  Thry 
affauUed  Lambcth-houfc,  and  threatened  to  kill 
iSflb'Archbifliop,  and  the  bifhop  of  Ely^t  thd-Lwi 
iStt^ord,  and  the  Queen  Mother,  who-nrnting 
ibwfofc  was  come  out  of  France;  becaidb^tlMepsn 
^s  were  thought  tp  do*  ill  t)fBees  tatbe  feo^ 
a^iinft  the  kingdom.  fb'.  »'!->' 

rJ^ow  great  proparatiotis^werc  mad^  cflffy'ifVere 
MgjwA  the  Scoti^  who  had  again  incmfirdthpkraig 
(6f  that  the  war  htrftened  on  in'i>otkddi^|dbins9  tAc 
fad:efie£l:s  of  which  die  fubjd%i  fy6fk  «Blt^tr4k 
mentable  manocr,  and  tbofe  cfpcciaByifrho'pftytf 
and  vpradkifi^  for  peace,  wh0  wcir^nsute  VprA  w 
|*oua.and  ploftdering officers, /-.  'y.^.:;^*   *^:Ji»c: 

QThe  Ibldiers  flocked  ipact-  from  a)lr  fttqrtftMt 
wards  Scotland^  and  in  gaii%  thitkefj^cAMinstfiGl 
K^alnipfk  in  levctypUtde  whtiVt^^ 
ring  and  Ibealin^rwnas'die^  cooM  ^gfeftv-Tob^ 
_  ^.:  noen  on  thd  fasgbwa^,  knUnr  ibnnel  ^ofrtiitir 
tapnins,  pullii^  ^wn  hotifea,  md  slivifl&iRiir»i 
nkn :  A  minUler  ridmg  with  his  wife  behioohim^ 

was 
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was 'pulled  off  his  horfe,  and  iusi¥iferavi(bedi>y 
divers  of  the  foldiers  betbre  his  face*  Ofcelus  n€- 
fanJum  I  f acinus  borrendum. 

By  reaibn  of  the  Scots  invafion,  a  parley  was 
licld  at  York  by  the  king  and  his  nobles,  and  :Up- 
on  petitionrto  the  king  by  divers  lords  well  affeft- 
pd,for  a  parliament,  it  was  granted  there  (houlcl  be 
one,  which  was  fulfilled  accordingly.  It  began 
Nov.  3,  and  nr>any  excellent  fpeeches  were  made  at 
firit,  with  boldneis  and  freedonv.  The  Lord  Deputy 
Straflford  was  queftioned  for  treafon  }  alfo  Sir  G. 
Katciiffe,  Dr,  Corris,  and  other  epifcopal  men, 
ii;r  innovations  and  other  illegal  a£tions. 

One  Mr.  Hey  wood  a  jufticc  of  peace  in  Weftmin- 
fter  was  ftabbed  by  a  il'apift,  as  he  went  to  pre- 
sent a  catalogue  of  Papifts  to  the  Houfe. 

1641.  This  year  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury 
was  accufed  of  high-treafon  in  many  particularly, 
and  -Lord  Strafford  was  in  examination  weekly.; 
the  Houfe  of  Loitls  favoured  him,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  fore  againft  him;  fo  that  in  April  a  hot 
contention  and  jar  hod  like  to  have  fallen  between 
them  becaufe  ot  him ;  at  laft  he  was  condemned  and 
beheaded. 

The  bilhops  were  petitioned  againft  from  many 
countries,  fomeof  them  feverely  proceeded  againft, 
and  at  laft  quite  extirpated.  Some  judges  were 
alfo  accufed  of  treafon,  others  of  capital  offences  ; 
the  (hip-money  -was  the  great  matter :  it  was  laid 
to  the  charge  of  moft  of  them.  Sept.  7,  was  a 
public  thankfgiving  by  a£i:  of  parliament  for  the 
happy  peace  concluded  betwixt  us  and  the  Scots. 
The  armies  were  difbanded  on  bo^h  fides. 

1642.  One  Eliz.  Hill  of  Pcckforton,  having  re- 
ceived the  facrament  on  Good  Friday,  went  to  an 
alc-houfe  in  the  afternoon,  and  there  was  drunk, 
and  ftaying  late,  as  {he  was  going  •hbme^flle  fell 

and 
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and  broke  her  head  on  a  ftone,  was  carried  back 
to  the  alc-houTe,  and  died  the  next  day. 

Au^  12.  There  had  like  to  have  been  a  hot 
-coAteft  between  the  army  and  the  militia  on  Beam: 
heath;  but  by  the  mediation  of  Mr.  Wilbrahan 
of  Darfold  on  the  one  fide,  and  Mr.  Werden  of 
Cbcfttr  on  the  other,  it  was  for  tliac  time  pie^ 
vented. 

Sept.  21.  Lord  Grandifon  came  to  Namptwich) 
with  700  men,  entered  the  town  and  di&niSed  it, 
and  the  country  round ;  fome  that  came  to  aid  the 
town,  were  impHfoned  and  fined :  a  fine  was  al- 
io laid  upon  the  town,  but  few  or  none  paid. 

Sept.  23.  The  King  came  to  Chefter  with  his 
forces,  where  Sir  Rioiard  Wilbraham,  Sir  Tho. 
Delves,  and  Mr.  Maini^ring  of  Peover,  and  Mr. 
"Wilbraham  of  Darfold,  were  commanded  to  wait 
the  King's  pleafure  by  the  fherifF,  who  had  charge 
ofthem  from  Chefter;  he  wenttoShrewlbury,  where 
they  attended  about  three  weeks,  in  hopes  of  be- 
ing  difmiffed,  but  Sir  Richard  "Wilbraham,  and 
'  Mr.  Wilbraham  of  Darfold,  were  kept  prifonen 
there  along  time;  and  Sir  Richard  died  a  pri- 
foner  there. 

Col.  Haftings  was  called  into  Chclhire  to  affift 
the  army  againft  the  Deputy-Lieutenants  of  the 
militia,  which  were  at  Namptwich  with  a  compe- 
tent number,  but  a  kind  of  peace  was  agreed  up- 
on between  tliem,  Dec.  23,  which  was  afterwards 
difliked  by  the  parliament.  Col.  1  laftings's  foldi- 
ers  did  much  hurt  by  plundering.  Jan.  28,  was 
a  hot  fkirmilh  at  the  iurther  end  of  Nampti^'ich, 
between  Sir  William  Brercton's  forces  and  Sir 
Tho.  Afton's  :  Sir  Thomas,  intending  to  take  the 
town,  came  in  the  morning  with  200  men,  but  was 
repulied  by  about  80  led  by  Cape.  Bramhall,  and 
in  his  retreat  was  fet  on  by  Sir  William's  compa- 
ny, who  took  prifoners  100  or  near  it,  and  killed 

divers  ^ 
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divers ;  be  tcx>k  aJKb  80  horfe  with  arms,  cloaks 
{^ags,  and  piUa^,  to  the  value  of  lociot.  Ttmne^ 
diately  upon  this  vidlorjr,  came  to  the  aid  of  Sir 
William,  Colonel  Mainwaring,  Captain  Ducken- 
field.  Captain  Hide,  Captain  Marhurjr,  with  other 
gentlemen,'  and  their  companies  of  horl^  and  foot 
well  appointed,  to  the  number  of  2009,  who  manjf 
times  iflued  out,  and  brought  in  much  provifioii 
and  many  prifoners.  Sir  William,  in  the  name  of 
the  Parliament,  fent  out  his  warrants,  and  funv 
moned  all  from  16  to  60  to  come  to  a  general 
muftcr  at  Tarporlcy  and  Frodftiam,  Februaiy  21  \ 
which  the  Commiflioners  of  Array  hearing  of^ 
iiTucd  out  of  Cheftcr  with  all  their  forces,  and 
two  great  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  entrenched 
themfelves  on  the  fide  of  Ruddy-heath,  near  t;o  i^ 
place  called  The  Swan's  Neft»  where  Sir  Wjljivn 
met  tliem  with  his  forces. 

February  aid.  The  Army  had  the  advantage 
of  the  wind  and  ground  ;  fhots  were  mad^  on  both 
fides,  but  little  or  no  hurt  done.  The  night  be- 
fore, 300  of  the  Parliament  fide  had  taken  Beefton 
tattle,  who  coming  down  to  affift  the  military, 
were  met  by  the  horfe  of  the  Array  on  Te'erton- 
Town-Field,  where  one  of  Colonel  Mainwaring*s 
Officers  was  flain  on  tlie  Parliament  fide,  and  a 
few  others  of  the  King's,  who  were  buried  at  Tar- 
porley. 

March  loth.  Sir  Thomas  Afton  came  out  of 
Chefter  with  500  horfe  and  many  companies  of 
foQt,  and  the  next  day  entered  Middlcwich.  The 
ibldiers  plundered  many  houfes  and  other  goods, 
even  upon  the  Sabbath-day,  and  fent  much  of  the 
pillage  to  Chefter ;  he  fent  out  warrants  to  com- 
mand the  country  people  to  provide  for  him  and 
his  forces,  upon  pain  of  being  proceeded  againft 
as  traitors. 

Sir  William  Brereton  came  with  his  forces  from 
6  A  Nantwich, 
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Nantwich,  and  faced  Middlewich,   March'  i«th, 
being  the'Lord's-day,  twice  difcharging  ibmelhoc 
a||;ainft  the  town ;  he  returned  to  Nancwich  that 
night,  and  upon  Monday  morning  early  came  td 
Middlewich  with  his  forces  to  fight  Sir  Thomas, 
who  had  taken  his  ground,  planted  his  ordnance, 
^nd  gotten  the  advantage  of  the  wind   upon  the 
heath  at  the  town's  end.   The  fight  began  and  was 
fomewhat  equal,  but  violent,  till  nine  or  ten  of 
the  clock,  and  then  fomc  horfe  and  foot  came 
from.  Nantwich  to  Booth,  to  the  aid  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam, and  entered  into  Newton  at  the  end  of  the 
town,  where  Sir  Thomas  had  planted  a  great  piece 
of  brafs  ordnance,  and  manned  it  well  with  horfe 
and  foot,  which  the  Nantwich  forces  perceivings 
leaped  both  horfe  and  foot  into  the  fields^  forbear- 
ing to  come  into  the  mouth  of  the  cannon  m  the 
open  lane.     They  plied  it  with  mufkets  on   both 
fides,  and  forced  the  matter  gunner  away,   where- 
upon the  enemy  fled,    and  within  an  hour  the 
Nantwich  forces  entered  the  town,  without  the  lofs 
of  a  man  ;  which  Sir  Thomas,  and  Colonel  Lee, 
then  high  (hcriff,  perceiving,  they  both  fled,  and 
as  many  more  as  could  get  away.     There  were 
taken  prilbncrs,  Captiiin  Maffey,  Captain  Hurl- 
rton.  Colonel  Ellis,  Major  Gihnore,  Captain  Cor- 
bet, Captain  Starkey  of  Stretton,  Captain  Mor- 
ris,   and  many  more-,    two  pieces  ot  ordnance 
four  barrels  of  powder,  two  barrels  of  matches 
400  foldicrs,  and  arms  for  500  men.     Here  v/as 
taken  Sir  Edmund   Moleley,   a  rich   Lancafhirc 
Baronet.      They   were   all    brought  prifoners  to 
Nantwich,  with  lols  of  lefs  than  ten  on  Sir  Wil- 
Hani's  fide,  and  not  one  Captain  or  Commander 
either  llain  or  hurt.     For  which  viftory,  which 
much  weakened  the  army  in  Chefhirc,  was  kept  a 
folcmn  thanklgiving  in  Nantwich  church  the  Wed- 
ncfday  after. 

Sir 
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Sir  William  was  fent  for  to  the  afliftance  of  Sir 
Edmund  Gill  and  hi3  forces  near  Stafford,  which 
was  taken  and  fortified  by  the  King's  troops  (many 
Fapifts  being  amongil  them) ;  and  on  Sunday, 
March  19th,  was  a  hot  and  fierce  battle  fougnt 
between  the  Stafford  forces  (which  were  faid  to  be 
1,700  horfey  but  what  foot  I  never  heard).  Sir 
William's  and  Sir  Edmund's  being  far  lefs  in  num- 
ber, for  the  report  was  that  the  enemy  was  eight 
to  one.  It  was  fought  on  Salt-heath,  two  miles 
from  the  town,>  at  firft  thofe  of  Stafford  gave  fo 
fierce  an  aifault,  that  they  forced  Sir  William  and 
Sir  Edmund  to  retreat,  took  their  ordnance,  and 
killed  fourteen  conunon  men  -,  but  the  Serjeant- 
Major  .of  Sir  William,  a  Scot,  by  name  Lothian 
(who  after  in  many  battles  did  excellently  with 
his  foot  foldiers),  rallied  the  difperfed  troops,  gave 
a  freih  onlet,  regained  the  ordnance,  flew  the 
chief  Commander  the  Earl  of  Northampton  Va 
great  antagonifl  to  Lord  Brook),  brought  his  body 
away,  took  one  Mr.  Chamberlaine  and  fome 
others,  prifoners,  flew  mofl  of  the  Capuins  and 
chief  Commanders  to  the  number  of  60  (whereof 
Captain  Bagfhaw  was  one),  and  5  or  600  com- 
mon men.  They  had  the  pillage  of  fome  of  the 
dead.  Upon  tliis  viftory.  Sir  William  having 
driven  the  enemy  into  Stafford,  returned  to  Nant- 
wich  on  Thurfday,  March  23,  with  a  great  mor- 
tar piece,  many  granades,  and  other  rich  Ijpoil. 

1643.  The  week  after  Sir  William,  with  moll 
of  his  horfe,  went  to  Northwich,  and  in  Eailer- 
wcek  the  Manchefler-men  and  he  agreed  to  meet 
at  Warrington,  to  gain  that  town  from  the  Earl 
of  Derby,  who  had  ftrongly  fortified  it,  being 
there  himfelf.  On  Monday,  in  Eafler  week.  Cap- 
tain Ardern  and  fome  other  Captains,  with  their 
companies,  faced  the  town.  The  Earl  perceiving 
their  ftrength  but  fmall  (for  neither  Sir  William 
6  A  2  nor 
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nor  the  Manchefter  forces  were  cwne  xrp  t6'tlieiti), 
iflued  forth  with  great  ftrength  into  the  Chejilim 
fide,  where  the  Partiamcnt  forces  wrre,  flew  4bfne, 
took  others  prifoners,  and  had  l%e  fiohave  rooted 
them  all,  had  not  Sir  WiHiam  withliis  ferces  come 
at  tlie  inftant  to  their  ard,  which  the  Eari  per- 
ceiving (being  on  Stockton-heath,  where  the  war- 
milh  was)  retired  fpeedily  rnro  rhe  town,  fiaf^r^ 
left  fomc  of  his  men  ;  and  towards  the  middle  ot 
the  week,  the  M^chefter  forces  being  then  come. 
Sir  William  and  they  begirt  tht  town  about,  and 
fiercely  aflaulted  it,  having  gcftten  Sankey  bridge, 
a  fair  houfe  of  one  Mr.  Bridgcman's,  and  fome  of 
the  outer  walls,  and  within  a  fliOrt  fpace  -^wett 
likely  to  get  the  ^hole.  Whi A  the  E^l  -per- 
cciving,  fct  the  middle  of  the  town  on  -fitt,  pro- 
tefting  he  would  burn  it  all  ere  they  fhbald  have 
it;  which  the  Parliament  forces  perceiving  (feeing 
the  fire  encreafe),  to  fave  it  from  utter  defolatron, 
withdrew  their  forces,  after  they  had  been  there 
three  days,  and  fo  departed  for  that  time. 

"Whitchurch  was  now  filled  with  many  foldiers 
for  the  King,  of  which  the  Lord  Capcl  was  com- 
mander, who  did  much  hurt  by  plundering  the 
country,  efpecially  about  Nantwich. 

April  loth.  They  plundered  Captain  Maflcy 
of  the  Mofs-houfe,  and  took  from  him  60  head  of 
cattle,  and  fome  of  his  lioufehold  goods,  and  horfes 
from  many  others ;  which  the  Nantwich  'foldiers 
having  intelligence  of,  purfued,  hoping  to  have 
rcfcucci  them  j  but  they  came  half  an  hour  too 
late,  yet  they  overtook  fome,  and  flew  three  of 
tliem,  took  eleven  oxen,  and  Tome  arms  they  threw 
away  in  flying,  and  brought  back  15  prifoners, 
whereof  young  Bulkeley  ot  Buntingdale  was  one. 

The  next  day  after,  the  Nantwich  forces  hearing 
the  Whitchurch-men,  now  grown  fl:rong,  intended 
with  many  carts,  to  fetch  away  all  that  w^as  left  at 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Mafie^s,  raifedaiixioll:  all-dieir  ftrength,  both 
borfe  ttnd  foot,  about  .1000,  and  marching  to- 
wards fiurleydam  Chapdy  met  the  enemy,  who 
ufycr  a  iittk  Ikirsndfli  fled  to  Whkchitkrch.  Tbej 
flew  Jive,  andxook  two  or  thcee  prifoners,  without 
the  icfs  of  ocre  man,  except  three  taken  and  car* 
ried  -off.  About  this  time;  Eaibcr-week^  Sir 
Richard  Wilbraham  ^ed  a  pinner  in  Sfarewfbury. 

The  neict  week  the  Naniwich  foroes  wient  and 
faced  Chctfter,  -and  when  they  came  to  Boughtoa 
they  killed  one  of  the  guards,  which  greatly 
frightened  the  city,  but  they  jicturoed  fpeedUy. 

On  Tuefday  moming  at  break  ef  day^  the 
Nantwich  forces  went  to  Cholmondeley-Hall, 
where  they  were  informed  four  hundred  of  the 
anny  were  billeted  ;  whom  they  found  ready  to  re- 
ceive them ;  a  fierce  battle  was  fought,  at  laft  the 
Nantwich  forces,  having  flain  and  wounded  many 
f^them,  drove  them  into  the  houfe,  and  fo  return- 
ed, many  of  their  own  being  hurt  and  flain,  with 
a  booty  of  fix  hundred  horfes ;  the  report  wa^ 
that  fifty  or  more  of  the  enemy  were  flain  in  and 
about  the  houfe. 

April  24.  The  Cavalries  from  Whitchurch 
and  Cholmondeley  came  near  to  Nantwidh  (their 
horfe  being  then  out  of  town),  and  took  a  great 
prey  from  Darfold,  A£lon,  Ranmore  Sound,  and 
all  that  -neighbourhood;  namely,  all  the  cows 
and  young  beafts  they  could  find,  with  horfes 
and  houfehold  ftufif  from  many,  to  a  great  value, 
and  carried  all  away  with  them ;  the  Nantwich 
forces  not  daring  to  ipurfue  them,  left  the  town 
fliould  be  endangered,  for  they  were  in  number 
fifty  horfe,  befides  divers  foot  companies,  and 
had  given  two  alarms  to  the  tcAvn  two  days  to- 
gether;  but  when  Sir  W.  B.  with  his  horic 
was  returned,  which  was  May  30,  a  confiderable 
number  of  horfe  and  foot  went  towards  Whit- 
church, 
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church,  and  near  the  town  took  Capudn-Morricc, 
a  Lieutenant,  a  Quarter- mailer,  and  three  or  ixHur 
common  men,  and  brought  them  prifonen  ,to 
Nantwich,  with  about  fixty  cows  and  young  beafts. 

About  this  time  feme  horfe  and  foot  yrent  out 
of  Nantwich  towards  Drayton,  where  Sir  Vincent 
Corbet,  and  fome  others  of  the, King's  party  to  the 
number  of  three  hundred,  were  beginaing  to  co- 
trench  themfelves,  and  make  work^  about  the 
town,  but  they  were  prevented  in  that  dclign,  for 
the  Roundheads  fuddenly  furprized  them,  entered 
the  town  when  they  were  in  thdr  beds,  having 
neither  guards  nor  fcouts  abroad;  killed  nine  of 
them,  took  many  prifoners,  and  horfes,  and  arms, 
4b  that  their  foot  foldiers  were  on  horfeback, 
and  many  of  therm  had  three  or  four  mulkecs  or 
carbines  a  piece,  befides  cioaths  and  ocht!r  goods. 
There  were  taken  three  Enfigns,  four  drums,  and 
other  weapons  •,  Sir  Vincent  ficd  away  in  his  fhirt 
and  wailtcoat,  leaving  his  cioaths  behind  liim, 
which  Captain  Whiuiey  took  with  all  his  money 
and  his  letters  found  in  his  packets. 

Here  Captain  Kyiiallon  and  Captain  Sandford 
were  flain  on  the  King's  fide  •,  after  the  Nantwich 
forces  had  thrown  down  their  works,  the  enemy 
fubdued,  they  returned  home  without  the  lofs  of 
any,  or  doing  the  townlmen  any  hurt ;  three  or 
four  of  the  common  men  were  Ihot  out  of  the 
windows,  but  not  flain. 

May  15.  Sir  W.  B's.  horle  and  dragoons 
gathered  about  Audley,  and  joining  Colonel  Ridg- 
Icv  from  Newcaftle-under-Line,  and  I-eek^  on 
I'ridiiy  morning  by  three  o'clock  they,  almolt 
jHraceably,  entered  Stafford,  and  took  the  town, 
all  being  in  their  beds,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man, 
fvized  a  great  number  of  prifoners,  whereof  ibme 
were  gentlemen  of  worrli,  -dnCi  many  Captains,  yjz. 
Sneyd,  Biddulph,  Lceof  Adlingtori,  Bagot,  Hum, 

and 
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and  Grefwcll,  vrith  many  other  commanders.  Co- 
lonel Lane  was  flain^  . 

May  ij.  Lord  Capel  with  his  forces,  to  the 
number  of  fifteen  hundrod,  came  near  to  Nant- 
wicb,  almoit  to  the  end  of  Hafpinal-ftreet, .  and 
difcharged  againfl:  the  town ;  which  returning  the 
like,  flew  Ibme  of  his  men,  and  wounded  others  ; 
they  endeavoured  to  have  planted  four  pieces  ot* 
ordnance  about  Malpas-field,  but  finding  the  town 
inconvenient,  and  the  town  gunners  flinging  wil4 
balls,  among  them,  between  one  and  two  on 
Ihurlday  morning  they  xeturned  to  WhitchurcK 
witli  fhame,  hurting  no  man ;  but  they  killed  a 
calf  of  Mr.  T.  Mainwaring's,  and  broke  barns  for 
hay,  on  which  the  foldiers  rhymed : 

The  Lord  Capel  with  a  thoufand  and  a  half. 
Came  t3oBarton*Crofs,and  there  they  kill'd  a  calf,^ 
,   Anditay  ing  there  uptil  the  break  of  day, 
.    They  took  their  heels  and  faft  they  ran  away. 

At  this  time  Sir  William  Brereton,  and  all  hi$ 
horle  were  at  Stafford,  from  whence  they  came  to 
Nantwich,and  fome,forces  out  of  Chelhirc  march- 
ed to  meet  the  Manchefter  forces  at  Warrington ; 
on  Whitfunday,  May  21,  they  planted  ordnance, 
and  befet  the  town  around,  played  upon  it,  and  it 
upon  them  all  that  week,  it  being  Itrongly  forti« 
fied,  and  tiie  foldiers  behaving  themfclves  brave- 
ly ;  but  bread  and  other  neceflaries  being  fcarce, 
on  Saturday  they  came  to  a  parley,  when  it  was 
agreed  the  town  fliould  be  rendered  up,  and  that 
the  Captains  and  Commanders  fliould  depart  with 
every  man  his  horfe  and  piftols,  and  all  the  fol- 
diers to  pack  away,  and  leave  all  their  arms,  am- 
munition  and  provifions  behind  them.  On  Tri- 
nity-Sunday Sir  G.  Booth  being  lord  of  the  town 
entered  it,  and  was  joyfully  entertained  by  the  in- 
habitants ; 
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habitants  :  there  were  ttaiji  on  ckc  PwliamoBt  fide 
only  four,  and  two  of  the  town;  whcxciii.  the 
mercy  of  God  appeared. 

Ort  May  29,  about  twelve  in-  the  nig^ic.  Sir 
WHliam  Brereton,   with  his  horfe  and   €oQt  in 
Nantwich,  being  eigiit  hundred,  inarched  towards 
Whitchurch,  and  got  thither  at  three  ia  the  moni- 
ing^  and  aflaulted  the  town,  which  had  in  it  ahooc 
feven  hundred  horfe  and  foot,  who  defended  the 
town  very  (loutly ;  but  it  pleafed  God,  after  two 
hours  dilpute,  to  deliver  the  town  into  dieir  hands, 
with  the  lols  only  of  one  man,  and  two  or  dute 
dangcroufly   hurt,    who   died    afterwards.       He 
entered  on  the  North-fide  of  tlie  town,    and  ma* 
ny  other  ftrcets  being  open,  many  of  the  tawo, 
the  horfe.  and  fokliers  fled  •,  they  took  twenty  pri- 
foners,  four  good  pieces  of  ordnance,  many  arms, 
much  money,  and  brave  apparel  of  the  Lord  Ca- 
pel's  and  other  gentlemen,  two  covered  waggons, 
many  drums,  one  trun:pet,  and  many  horfes,  lb  that 
not  a  foldicr  returned  but  well  horfed  or  laden  with 
pillage,  or  both;    they  came  to  Nantwich  the 
fame  day  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon; 
they   left  very  much   cheefe,    ammunition,    and 
goods  behind,  for  want  of  carts ;  and  much  bacon, 
malt,  wheat,  &c.  which  were  fetched  away  the 
day  after,  upon  fourteen  carts  and  waggons,  with- 
out   oppofition ;    they   dealt   friendly   with    the 
townfmen,  taking  little  of  their  goods,  only  the 
enemies. 

June  12.  Four  or  live  companies  of  dragoons 
went  towards  Holt,  and  being  then  the  time  of  the 
fair,  and  coming  into  Farn  unexpeftcdly  gave 
them  a  great  alarm,  and  frightened  them  not  a 
little;  from  thence  they  went  to  Shocklcdge, 
whence  they  took  ninety-eight  beads,  oxen,  and 
ether  cattle,  with  many  horfes,  and  returned  fair  at 
night  to  Nantwich;  they  plundered  Mr.  LcccK*s 

houfc 
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Iioufe  at  Garden,  who  was  one  of  the  arrays,  land 
in  (hooting  againft  the  houfc,  wUch  oppofed  them, 
they  killed  a  woman  Tervant,  and  brought  Mr. 
Leech  and  others  prifoners  to  Na&twich, 

June  igth.  Sir  William  having  been  at  Liver-* 
pool  unlading  a  fhip  from  London  with  ordnance 
and  ammunition,  came  back  with  his  troop,  with 
many  captains  and  commanders,  and  brought  with 
him  Dr.  Byrom  prifoner. 

June  17th.  J.  Bollock  of  TattenhaH,  counfellor 
at  law,  and  clerk  of  the  council  of  war  at  Nant* 
wich,  being  fxxiAd  guiky  of  adultery  with  oneA- 
lii^e  Cbetwood,  in  the  rainifter's  houfe,  on  the 
Sabbath  day,  at  the  time  of  divine  fervice,  was  ad- 
judged  to  ftand  in  the  market-place,  at  the  highr 
eft  of  the  market,  with  a  paper  on  his  breaft,  fig- 
nifying  his  ofK^nce,  which  was  executed  according- 
ly ^  the  whore,  with  another  paper,  (landing  by  him. 

June  20th.  Nantwich  troops.  Captain  Bulkekry, 
and  many  other  companies,  went  beyond  Whit- 
church to  Hanmer,  and  further  into  the  enemies 
Suarters,  where  they  were  met  by  Lord  Capel  and 
le  Wekh  forces,  who  had  lain  in  ambufh  for 
them,  and  were  all  difpcrfed  and  fcattered,  many 
of  them  taken  prifoners,  and  ibme  (lain,  and  map 
ny  (ore  woqnded-,  a  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  Cap- 
tain Sankey  of  Sir  William  Brereton's  horfe  were 
taken,  prifoners.  Some  alio  of  the  other  party  were 
(lain,  and  fome  commanders  of  fpecial  note.  This 
was  faid  to  be  the  wor(t  day's  work  the  Nantwick 
foktiers  did  from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Much 
about  this  time  a.  number  of  horfe  came  from  ChoU 
mondeley,  then  a  garrifon  for  the  king,  to  Bun-, 
bury  church,  and  burnt  it ;  there  being  a  congre* 
giitian  a(fembled  to  hear  a  funeral  fermon,  tDey 
aimed  to  take  fome  Roundheads,  efpecially  me, 
but  through  God's  mercy  I  efcaped. 

One  Edward  Moreton,  drying  fome  powder  in 
6  B  his 
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hpghoufey  which  he  fiud  was  to  make  an  eral  of 
the  Roumlheads^  bunipd  his  hou(c»  hitnfcli,  ^nd 
fiwrof  hif  chikkcoy  with  hisgoods ;  his  wue«  nho 
Itfd  icprovcd  him  iar  his  threaiening  iporche% 
4pd0^  uod's  mercy:  jcibq^icd.  He  belonged  w  Sir, 
Bdward.FitfiM.  . 

i  Julv;  I7tb.  SirWaiiamBrom^i^i^^ 
affiOed  by  fomcr.  out  of  SndKwdflui^  #pcl  MiRn 
cheftcTt  marched  towaivb  Cheftcr ;  jdie]^^^,4iri%t^w 
the orcniiig,  marchtiig  aU  iiighcJii,  4i9as«(|JiiMm 
iiirpriaed  thon».aodia  tohavoidhfl*  JthfsiKOigH 
worJueerly  in  tbemoraiogi  but  dinri^^EKil^m 
diioDvercd  Inr  letten  ioit  priyUy  ft^.^«nm^ 
thachewouldfit  down  before  it  ia  th9!Plr4R|Ar  IpM 
city  was  too  ftrongly  fortified  for  than  to  <|o^^B|f 
nod  ^  that  time  i  bcfidet  he  ha4«P»ftJBrM^  ^M^ 
Lond  Capel,  with  the  Shroplhircforiuj^  wa%aiaie 
as  far  as  Overton  Madock  for  their  relief^  thcrc^ 
fore  he  returned  to  Nantwich  the  Thuriiday  follow- 
ing, Jiaving  loft  two  men,  and  four  wounded,,  but 
not  mortally. 

Friday  July  28th.  Colonel  Hafiingg^s  forees^ 
about 400  borfe,  came  from  Lichfield. and  faced 
Stafford,  lately  won  to  the  Parliament,  and  reliefri 
ed  them  in  the  caftle,  which  ftood  out«  But  Co^ 
lonel  Greave's  company  ifiiiing  out  againft  thenfi, 
they  fled  into  the  caitle^  but  nor  fearii^  £>  final!  a 
number  thcyvery confidently  wenttQ dinner^ when 
fome  of  the  caftle  fpied  Sir  William  JQ^ipreton  cam^ 
ing  with  about  xooo,  whom  he  had  quarKrcd  the 
night  before  at  Stone :  they  prefendy  ftcd  oyt.of 
the  caftle,  leaving  the  table  covered  with  prpv> 
fion  and  Ibme  plates ;  they  left  too  tlurir  muikeUi 
ajms^and  all  they  had  beiund them, and d)ey.iQ.3uf-' 
ford  did  not  know  it,  till  a  boy  discovered  it:  tdbien 
eptering  the  caftk;  they  found  good  ftore  of  bcq** 
bedduig,  and  goods  to  a  great  value ;  thot  were 

aain 
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flain  Colonel  Greavc*s  lieutenant,  and  others  ;  they 
of  the  other  fide  were  not  kn:)wn. 

Auguft  3d.  Lord  Capel  with  about  3000  men 
came  to  Ranmorc,  not  at  once,  but  in  different 
parties  j  at  the  firft,  two  or  three  troops  appeared, 
fo  Nantwich  went  confidently  againil  them  with 
the  forces  that  were  ready,  Sir  William  Brereton 
being  then  at  Stafford :  the  enemy  feeing  thisj 
brought  up  more  of  the  hoHe  that  ftaid  behind 
at  Baddington  lane,  and  advanced  towards  them ; 
but  when  the  Nantwich  men  faw  the  enemy  in- 
creafe  fo,  they  retreated  in  time,  without  lofs  of 
any  fave  one  Richard  Maffey,  and  Lieutenant  Aflit- 
bry,  who  was  flain  by  one  of  his  own  men  by 
chance. 

That  night  the  enemy  with  all  their  ordnance, 
carriages,  &c.  lay  quietly  on  Ranmore,  and  on 
Friday  morning  about  fix  o'clock  (there  being  a 
very  thick  and  dark  night)  they  fet  upon  the  town, 
on  the  fide  between  March-lane  and  the  Weaver-; 
and  being  very  near  the  walls  before  they  could  be 
feen  by  the  townfmen,  they  fired  very  fiercely,  ' 
and  played  mightily  with  their  cannon,  but  did 
little  hurt ;  the  townfmen,  otit  of  their  works,  re- 
turned the  like,  both  with  ordnance  and  mufkets. 
This  hot  work  laftcd  till  nine  or  ten  o'clock,  when 
the  fun  difpelled  the  mill ;  the  enemy  then  per- 
ceived themfelves  to  be  too  near  their  works,  and 
lb  fled  away  apace,  and  they  of  the  town  followed 
them  with  Ihouting,  and  killed  about  forty  of 
them,  and  wounded  fixteen,  and  from  that  time 
Nantwich  was  quiet  from  the  Lord  Capel  and  his 
forces;  only  their  frequent  coming  near  it  occa- 
fioned  burning  many  houfes,  cots,  and  barns,  that 
afforded  them  ftielter  •,  and  that  very  night  and  the 
next  day  the  garrifon  were  employed  in  that  bufi- 
nefs. 

A  report  that  Nantwich  was  befieged  brought 
6  B  2  many 
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wuttfjof  the  4ili*s  «uc-of  I  ■nrtftiwi 
Jhire,  bodi  horfe  «adfooc««> ' 


bnc  the  tmauf  beiag  dmxtoiihcf  niiuimt\fft\\ 


^thp      .  ^ , 

tiiqF  qutttemi  mc  nigte^ '  in  ^hw  wc^mdi 
t  iboog  aterai  lo  MrrBkhkdpkVJiniiibMi  Mk 
ftm,  wkere  vas  «  ganrifoiit    T^i»  BidiliilpliM 

.  Ai«vft  loiji.  Sir  WWiMi  BivMwifaeii«« 
j^taffonl)  went  with  bis  foroMMpmft.MiuGi^^ 
lioulc  of  ChillingiM,  a  garntoBp  AniiiaKxl^vidi 
fipne  greac  pieces  of  ^rdfiaaco^  iiqd'iMeilt  4t 
ibakes^  tiieybftficK^i^  aadpli^ri^ 
two  days,  on  Friday  the  beueged:  yielded^  «aig 
fgn  battered  Md  n^  «ble  i»  hoU^«6ftit^«ay,kq^ 
^FJie  houle  was  furrendcwl  upon  hit  iqnMfim  9^ 
•nis  tfaey  took  Mr.  Giffiud,  liis  t!woiibii%  iUuiftt^ 
aary  priefl^  and  above  fixty  MiicMrudif^uMd 
ftbeni  prifoiieniio^ScaflSbrd,  and  arms  for  £6»mk| 
4ud ftope of  ammiMHtion,  laiidaU  this ^frith ^iA 
of  one  man  and  a  boy  y  Sir  William  nturtted  tB 
Nantwich,  and  that  night  Sir  T.  Middleton  wathaU 
his  forces,  feven  great  pieces  of  oixlnance^  fber 
caies  of  drakes,  and  above  forty  carriages  of  ammu- 
nition came  to  him. 

Auguft  28th.  Captain  Croxton  and  Captain 
Venables,  with  their  companies  and  others,  went 
to  Durtwich,  and  cut  in  pieces  all  their  pans, 
pumps,  fait- pits,  and  works,  and  carried  fomeof 
their  pans  oIF,  fo  their  falt-making  was  fpcHkd, 
which  ferved  Shrewftiury,  Waks,  and  many  other 
places  of  the  kingdom.  The  provtoGOtion  .to  this 
was,  that  Lord  Capel  had  ifiued  a  ppodamation, 
that  none  under  his  command  fliouid  fetcli  ainy  fait 
from  Nantwich. 

Auguft  29th.  Lord  Capel  and  Colonel  Haftings, 
with  other  great  tbr^es^  relieved  £cckeAiaU  caftlc, 

tikn 
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thfcn  in  cfae  keeping  of  the  king's  party,  atici  carried 

in  great  (lore  of  proVffions  i  but  took  the  ladies 

and  gentlemen,  and  obief  Captain,  away  with  them, 

having  prefled  feven  carts  to  carry  off  x)ic  goods  and 

treafure ;  but  fome  of  the  Stafibrd  forces,  bcii^  in 

garrifon  in  Eccleihall  town  co  a&ult  the  caille^ 

fled  into  the  church,  whciKe  thty  (hot  at  them  lb 

6crcely,  that  they  hindered  their  de(ign  for  the 

prefentj  and  hearing  that  Sir  William  Brerctoa 

and  his  forces,  then  at  Stafford,   were  marching 

n^ainft  them,  they  all  fkd  away,  with  buc  liicle 

d:  the  calHe  wealth ;  and  carried  the  dead  body 

of  the  biihop  of  Lichlield  to  the  draw-bridge, 

thinking  to  have  carried  it  off;    but  the  flight 

and  fear  was  fo  fudden  and  great  that  they  leit  it 

behind,  and  almoit  all  the  inoney  and  plate,  trea- 

fure,  ammimition,  and  goods^  having  put  in  a  new 

Captain :  Stafford  forces  feeing  they  fled,  fell  upon 

the  caftle  with  fuch  violence  and  courage,  that 

Auguit  30,  a   breach  was  made  upon  the  draw- 

bri^e,  and  part  of  che  callle  \  upon  which  the 

new  Captain  founded  a  parley,  and  they  came  co 

fienns,  viz.  that  he  and  his  foldiers  (houki  depart 

with  their  arms  ;  fo  che  cafUe  was  yielded  up,  with 

forty  barrels  of  beer,  ^^eat  (tore  of  provifions, 

money,  plate,   and  other  wealth  to  the   value  of 

io,oool.  which  was  all  delivered  to  Sir  William 

Brerecon,  who  returned  with  it  to  Nantwich,  where 

he  had  left  Sir  T.  Middleton  with  his  forces :  they  all 

continued  there  till  Tuefday  September  4th,  when 

a  great  part  of  the  army  nurched  out,  and  were 

quartered  in  Blakenhall,  Chcckley  and  Dodding- 

ton ;  and  on  Friday,  Sir  William  Brcreton  and  Sir 

T.  Middleton,  with  their  forces,  marched  after 

them,  with  Sir  T.  Middleton's  ordnance  and  drakes, 

and  they  went  that  night  to   Drayton,  and  were 

billeted  there  and  the  adjoining  towns,   keeping 

their  rendezvous  till  Tuefday  after;  they  called  in 

all 
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all  the  gountry  to  a  general  mufter ;  and  after  the 
whole  camp  marched  to  Wem  and  fortified  it, 
quanering  their  forces  there  and  in  the  towns  about. 

l^hurfday.  Captain  Bromhall  and  fomc  others 
came  to  Loppington,  two  miles  from  Wem,  and 
were  affaultcd  by  the  enemy,  being  about  2000  v 
they  kept  them  m  play  tor  awhile,  but  at  laft  wem 
forced  to  take  the  church ;  and  before  aid  could 
come  from  Wem,  the  enemy  fired  the  church,  and 
by  that  means  forced  them  out  \  and  Captain  Brom- 
hall with  his  company  and  Ibme  others  were  taken 
prifoners ;  Sir  1  homas's  Lieutenant  and  fomc  tew 
more  hurt,  and  three  Gain  of  the  enemy  ;  aibn  ol 
the  Lord  Killmorry's,  a  brother  of  Sir  Vincent 
Corbet's,  and  divers  others  were  taken  prifoners, 
and  lome  lluin.  This  fkirmiih  lafted  about  two 
hours,  the  King's  party  being  about  20C0,  the 
Parliament's  not  more  than  600.  Night  coming 
on,  the  enemy  Ibrely  handled  and  Icattered,  fled, 
and  Wem  torces  had  the  better. 

Michaclmas-day.  The  Train-Bands  of  Nanc- 
wich  Hundred  marched  towards  Wem,  to  aid  the 
forces  there  -,  they  lodged  the  firft  night  at  Dray- 
ton, and  the  fecond  at  Wem  in  lakty,  tortifying  the 
town,  many  times  rallying  out,  they  gave  alarms 
to  Shrewibury,  provoking  the  enemy  to  battle, 
but  they  had  no  mind  to  it. 

October  14th.  Report  came  to  Nantwich,  that 
Lord  Capd,  with  3,600  men,  140  carriages,  great 
ordnance,  and  a  niurtar  piece,  was  coming  ^ainit 
them.  On  wliich  Jad  news,  the  townfmen  ami 
many  others,  and  a  double  guard,  fate  up  all  night, 
but  heard  no  more  of  the  enemy,  than  that  thev 
were  at  Whitchurch,  Combcrmere,  Marbury,  &c. 

OtlolxT  1 6th.  About  one  in  the  at'ternoun  the 
enemy  p;ot  to  Aclon  with  all  the  carriages,  before 
j:ny  incciii{_;,encc  came  to  tl>e  town ;  when  two  com- 
]>amcs  Ol  loot  and  Tome  dragoons  ifluing  out  to- 
wards 
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wards  A£ton,  fet  upon  the  enemy,  and  droye  cbem 
into  the  church,  which  they  fortified  for  fafcty  •, 
feme  of  them  alfo  took  Dart'old-houie,  where  being 
fticltcrcd,  the  Nantwich  forces  were  fain  to  retreat, 
firing  at  them,  as  occafion  ferved,  over  the  walK 
I'hc  enemy  difperfcd  thcmfelves  into  the  fields, 
and  down  Henihall-lane  to  Beam 'bridge,  conti- 
nually ihooting  at  the  town,  but  came  not  near  the 
walls ;  which  the  townfmen  obfcrving,  fome  few 
a^ive.  men,  of  their  own  head,  leaped  over  the 
walls  with  tlieir  mufkets,  and  ran  diforderly  to- 
wards the  enemy,  firing  one  at  another  all  that 
afternoon  till  night,  when  the  enemy  fied,  both 
horfe  and  foot,  fome  flain,  and  eight  or  nine  taken, 
and  then  all  was  quiet  on  both  fides.  At  night, 
all  the  townfmen  and  countrymen  that  came  in  to 
the  aid  of  the  town,  and  a  great  number  of  horfe 
and  foot,  watched  carefully  at  the  walls,  exped- 
iog  hourly  when  the  enemy  would  afifault  the  town, 
being  fo  near  as  AAon  and  Darfold ;  and  on  Tuef- 
day  morning,  when  a  great  afiault  was  feaoed, 
tidings  came  that  the  enemy  were  marched  away ; 
at  firil  it  was  not  credited,  but  it  proved  true  ^ 
they  marched  off  about  midnight.  That  morning 
Sir  William,  Sir  Thomas  Middleton,  and  Colo- 
nel Greaves,  with  almoft  all  the  army,  favc  what 
they  left  for  the  fecurity  of  Wem,  came  to  aid 
Nantwich,  not  hearing  of  the  enemy's  departure. 
They  prefcntly  fent  forces  after  them,  and  brought 
in  about  40  prifoners  of  the  meaner  fort  -,  the  belt 
efcapcd.  So  they  prefcrved  the  town  without  the 
lofs  of  one  man. 

St.  Luke's-day.  Sir  William  hearing  the  ene- 
my had  befieg^d  Wem,  drew  out  the  army  and 
townlinen  to  relieve  it ;  coming  to  Prieft  heath, 
they  were  informed  the  enemy  had  aflaulted  the 
town,  coming  up  to  the  very  walls,  but  were 
beaten  off  with  great  loi^  j  Colonel  Wynn,  Cap- 
tain 


9»         AN  T  IQ  Wft-M  E  S 

ub  Wyas,  Captain  £tib>  Captain  Jones,  uim 
ttc  number  of  »go  being  fkin»  the  icll  marchoiol^ 
to  Shrcwlbury ;  Uic  l^arti4uru:[ic  forces  foUa«t:ii 
overtook  chcm  u  Lec-bri(igc  in  die  evccuDg;^ 
thcic  they  haii  pitclicd,  jud  token  thcgrounii|| 
Uwit  owu  iuiv«mag^  U  bcgw  io  grow  dsuk»  tk| 
tiKi)  br^d  oac  upun  th^;  other,  thicc  iNcrc  flaifiOl 
the  rarlianiciu  lldc,  a^id  tuteen  opi  the  ku^ 
bc^lidcft  Opiaio  Clupman  ^nd  feme  othcr»  t» 
pf  tMci^  The  KoyaiilU  Bol  to  Shrewibury,  m 
tiie  Pajli^ancnt  tcrces  ta  Wcn^  attcr  tJiey  Kad  fii* 
la^d  tlic  tifjld,  N£;xt  niglu  tbcy  came  u>  Wbit> 
chuTtflv  aud  fified  tbc  town  3Q0L  to  iavc  it  frop 
piuxidcr^  imd  &U  ncxc  day  catnc  to  Nant^icli^  4 
CXCcpL  fomc  lujrfe  whit:h  went  towards  Clm&XT, 
At  Cliucton  xhx:  Voflorn  Hope  took  eleven  pri- 
(biKcs  before  the  reft  caiBc  up.  They  pursued 
Uicm  towards  Aldtord,  where  they  cook  Capuio 
t>avenport,  who  had  brokt  prUba  at  Nantwkht 
Lieuti^ctaniHaFtt  Cornec  Lees,  Cornet  Maiam£> 
iog»  Cornet  Heaiy,  Enjign  Thoccrotc,  a  Quanff^ 
Mafter  and  a  Surgeon  :  CiiptainL«  ami  his  Lieu- 
tenant  were  woundedbut not  takcn^tour  nicnibin* 
and  divers  taken.  On  Saturday  they  wxrc  aii 
brought  tu  Nantwich,  no  Parldament-maa  eithcf 
killed  or  burt^  only  or^  Buckley  wa&t^ken  prtlbn- 
er^ftaying  behind  his  fellows^to  plunder  in  Aldfoni. 

Odobcr  2  id,  Soinc  of  Sir  Tliomas  Middle- 
ton's  troops  went  into  Wales  and  tecchcd  ift  Sf 
Edmuad  Broughton  fronthis  own  houfea^p  Bsoi^k* 
Ion,  and  twa  of  his  loos,  and  brought  theo^pd* 
foners  to  Nantwich. 

November  ^.  Sir  William  and  Sir  Thomas 
marched  out  of  Nantwich  towards  Molt,  thcoa 
garriiba  for  the.  King.  The  firft  night  thqr.  qiaar- 
ttxed.  at  Woo^h^  and  thereabout  v  the  neact  4f 
they  ad^anoed  tows^rds  the  enemy>  aed  quarjsicd 
at  Barton,^  Stitetton^  aod  theceat)put,  whesc  the^ 

had 
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.  ^ikrni  given  them  by  the  Holt  foldicrs, 
thty  drove  back,  and  flew  fome  of  them, 
vt  the  lofs  or  hurt  of  a  man. 
Lancafliirc  and  Chdhirc  forces  joinings  they 
Ipon  Holt  about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
I  won  the  bridge  without  the  lofs  of  a  man  j  the 
were  fiippolcd  to  be  about  loco  horfc,  and 
fMt,  who,  upon  taking  the  toiVrv  and  caille^ 
;  the  parliamtrntarians  purfued  them^  and  took 
c,  Price,  Capt,  Jones,  and  Lieutenant  Salufl^ury, 
aocn.  Sir  William  and  Sir  Thomas  having  a 
"  Jurabic  force  in  Holt,  marched  to  Wrexham* 
phcrc  they  quartered  that  night,  and  then  marched 
farther  into  Wales,  where  the  gentry  and  people 
fubmitting  themklves,  the  army  was  much  incrttf^ 
ed.  Sunday  Nov.  12,  Chefter  forces  iflued  otic 
towards  Tarvin  (a  garrifon  kept  by  Capt.  Gerard 
for  the  parliament),  but  they  wcfe  fought  with 
at  Stamford-bridge,  and  kept  from  palling  it  j  they 
fkirmifhed  all  the  afternoon,  but  then  fome  foldi- 
ers  came  from  Cholmondeley  to  afTili  Gerard,  and 
they  drove  the  forces  back,  following  them  to 
Boughton,  where  the  Gorfe-Sracks  are,  and  killed 
fome  of  them,  without  any  lofs  to  themfelvcs,  ex- 
cept one  man  hurt. 

The  parliament  army  ftationed  in  Wales  increaf- 
ed,  and  profpered  exceedingly  ^  till  hearing  of  great 
forces  landed  out  of  Ireland,  both  Englifli  and 
Irilh,  to  the  number  of  2500,  they  all  retired  back 
to  Holt,  and  Nov.  24,  fent  all  their  ordnance  back 
to  Nantwich,  the  whole  army  following :  the 
Nantwich  forces  to  their  own  garrifon,  and  the 
Lancafhire  going  home ;  no  enemy  appearing  any 
where  to  difturb  them. 

It  was  a  wonder  they  made  fuch  hafte  as  not  to 
relieve  Hawarden-Caft'le,  a  ftrong  hold,  lately  tak- 
en, only  they  left  one  Mr.  Ince,  an  able  ahd  faith- 
ful minifter,  and  about  220  foldiers  in  it,  with 

6  C  little 
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linle  proyifion,.  and  in  gmit  dm^er.  It  was  alio 
thought  ftrangc,  that  thcyiihoiud  leavq  Wales, 
which  in  a  manmr  was  quite  fubdued  a  littk  be- 
fore, abd  (b  many  good  friends  who  h^d  come  to 
them,  were  kft  to  the  nocrcy  of  the  cneiqf^ 

Dec.  5m  Hawarden-Cafile  was  delivered  up  to 
the  CheOrr  fiures  on  fair  tenD$,  though  not  in  all 
performed  \  for  whereas  the  foldiers  fhcndd  have 
marched  fii^y,  it  fell  out,  that  they  who  ni^rched 
towards  Wrexham,  were  cruelly  ufcd  by  Ac 
Wclfh,  who  beat  and  wounded  fpme,  and  fkfi 
others,  and  took  their  cloaths  from  them.  Dec. 
5,  Mr.  Ince,  and  fome  of  the  reft,  came  after  to 
Nantwich ;  the  day  after  fix  of  the  Irifli  over-ran 
them  from  Chefter  with  their  arms,  and  wttt  en* 
tertained  at  Nantwich. 

Dec.  13.  A  little  beforeday:,Capt,  Saadford,who 
came  out  of  Ireland,  with  eight  of  his  firelocks, 
crept  up  the  ftccp  hill  of  Bccrton-Caftlc,  and  got 
into  the  upper  ward,  and  cook  pofTefllon  there. 
It  xi^uft  be  done  by  treachery,  for  the  place  was 
moft  impregnable.     Capt.  Srcel,  who  kept  it  for 
the  parliament,  was  accufcd,  and  fufFered  for  it ; 
but  It  was  verily  thought  he  had  not  betrayed  it 
willfully,  but  fome  of  his  men  proving  falle,  he 
had  not  courage  enough  to  withftand  Sandford,  to 
try.  it  out  with  him.     What  made  much  againft 
Steel  was,  he  took  Sandford  down  into  his.  cham- 
ber, where  they  dined  together,  and  much  beer 
was  fent  up  to  Sandford's   men,  and. the  Caftle, 
upon  a  ihort  parfcyt  delivered  up;  Steel. and. hb 
men  haviqg  liberty  to  march,  with  their  arms,  and 
colours,  to  Nantwich ;  but  a^  foon  as  be  was  come 
into  the  town,  the  foldiers  were  fo  enraged  againft 
him,  that  they  would  have  pulled  him  in  pieces, 
had  he  not  been  immediately  clapped  in  prifon .  There 
weremuchwealthand  roods  in  the  Caftle,  belonging 
to  gentlemen  and  neighbours,  who  had  brought  it 

thither 
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thitlier  for  fafety,  befidetf  ammunritioit  $M  provi^ 
fioas  for  half  a  year  it  leaft  ^  ftit  whkh  the  cticnif 

got.;:.': 

Every  day  after,  till  Sabbath^daiy,  1  thfey  hid 
aiarnis  at  Nantwi^h  £rotAMhe  enemy  1;  on  the  Sab- 
bach,  at  fermbii  time,  tli^y  heard  tbeieniemy  w^ 
advancing  towards  them,  whercapor»  the  Captm^ 
with' the  foldiers,  and  Setjean^MlfJol^  Ijothi^^^ 
ik^hokd  them,  went  dm,  and  hearing  thd  eiie^y 
were  at  Burford,  a  inile  from  Nanit^idi^' they  dit# 
towards  Them,  and  before  the  foMcbttftd^cmie^n^ 
they  chained Ifome  of  the  enemy*8  korft;;  ffew  foihe 
and  wounided  others,  aid  took  Tome  prifonefs  i 
);et  not  without  a  great  lofs  cd  fhetowshr  lor  Major 
Lothian^  a  difcreet  'and  valiant  min^iMts  taken'' 
prifoner,  and  whbn  the  foot  wlUrCOUiiilg  up  thqf' 
tied ;.  yet  that  ni^  j^e  an  akurm  to  the  tx»rn. 
which  ftom  the  time  of  taking  Jteelh^h  Orftle  had 
no  icft,  day  or  rfight^  bttt  were  tpofA  gaard  con« 

Ihc  enemy  now  drawing  nearer  w  the  town,: 
fpread  themfelves  into  Stoke,  Hurlefton,  Briiidfey,'' 
Wrdibury,  and  all  the  eoiintry '  abcnit,  robbing 
and  .{Unndering  every  where  ^  till  Dtoember  9  a  • 
they  paffied  over  the^nvbr  to  Audlcm,  Hanketow, 
Btierton,  .Hathert(Hl,i'aAd  on  Saturday  they  came 
to  Bartomlev  (giving  an  alarm  to  the  gan'iibn  of 
Crewie^all),  as  th^' marched  they  ftx  upM  the 
church,  which  had:in  iv  about  twenty  neighbours, 
that  had  gone  in  for  fafet/;  butthrLordByron's 
troop,  ..ai&  Connbu^hi^  4  Major  :to  Cd.  Sneydy  ^ 
fet'^tt  diem,  and  wbu^chi  chdrcfi;}  the  men  fled 
into  thdiboepte,.  bttt  tbk  enemy  pofj^g  the  forais, 
rufbes,  macs,  &c.  maddfuch  a  fmc^,  that  being 
almofl:  fiiiffled,  they  callKd  for  quarter,  which  was 
grantdi  by  Connougbt ;  but  Vhe'ii  they  had  chtm 
in  their  power,  th^  ftripped  them  all  liaked^  atid 
moft  qrucUy  murdered  twelve  of  thdm^-  contrary 
6  C  2  to 
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the  Parliament  with  a  fmall  company.  Captain 
Sadler  being  entrufted  with  it,  who  defended  it 
againfl:  many  aflfaults  of  the  enemy,  and  (hots  of 
cannon  i  they  killed  the  cannoneer  out  of  the 
churchy  and  five  more. 

January  4.  The  enemy  befieged  Doddington- 
Hall,  kept  by  Captain  Harwar,  with  a  hundred 
a^id  fixty  men ;  they  took  it  without  refifhrnce, 
though  they  had  all  neceffanes  for  a  fortnight, 
which  the  enemy  got ;  Harwar  and  his  men  being 
{knt  off  to  Wem  with  their  cloaths,  not  being 
alldlved  to  go  to  Nantwich,  which  night  and  day 
tl^ey  aflaulted  and  harrafled  by  their  continual 
aktfnis.'  ■'■     •     '.:•" 

Saturday,  January  ii.  .Th&  •  befieged  fallied 
out,  and  fetched  in  feven  carriages,,  m&wn  wuh 
girat  oxen,  and  provifions  in  them,  which  fo  en- 
raged them,  that  they  fired  Thomas  Evenfon's 
barn,  Sabbath  Church's  lod^  and  fome  others^ 
and  many  ftacks  of  hay. 

About  eleven  o'clock  at  night  the  enmiy  plant- 
ed a  great  piece  of  ordnance  near  Darfold-Houie, 
and  mot  into  the  town  many  red-hot  balls,  one  of 
which  lighted  into  a  rick  ot  kyds  in  Mr.  Wilbra- 
ham's  back-yard,  which  made  a  terrible  fire,  but 
through  God's  mercy,  and  the  induftry  of  many 
women,  who  w^re  employed  to  quench  it,  not 
much  hurt  was  done,  only  the  enemy  ihooting 
continually  with  their  cannon,  killed  a  daughter 
of  John  Davenport's,:  the  firft  that  was  flain  fince 
the  fiege  began.  The  befieged  leeing  many  of  the 
enemy  fheltered  ia  and  about  Mr«  MinfhuU's  houfe 
an4  barn,  fallied  put  again,  fired  the  bam,  and  a 
cote  or  two  of  Button's,  which  they  burned  to 
the  ground,  tobk.ttwp  prifoners,  and  killed  nine 
or  ten ;  they  brought  in  a  woman  too,  who  had 
ten  half-crowns  in  her  pockets,  without  the.  h^s  of 
a  man. 

The 
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Tkt  fiegc  had  ootir  continacd  from  Dcoteiiser 
xgcb  CO  rfae  nuildle  of  January,:  And  tfafe  mmxi 
irJiaUy  without  fupply  of  proTifions,  far  no  aisF^ 
kn  could  be  kept,  nor  were  am  fiiffend  tp  hring. 
in  any,  yet  there  was  no  vfzntm  nccoiCmss  jitian^ 
tbr  time. 

January  i6ch.  Some  of  each  <:9onpmj.  i|fiKi£ 
Qutat  the&once  rriMr.  Mamwarvig^j  badk-yard, 
where  theenemy  were  intrenched',  they  quickly  en- 
tfced  their  works,  killed  fome  of  then^  drove:  the 
reft  awayy  and  brought  in^dooths^  anhs,  :  and 
ammunition,  with  the  lo6  of  one  Blackibam^.  The 
day  after  the  enemj^  (hot  agadnft.-the  .tow»  very 
much,    and  dilcharged    their  cannon    nifiety*fix. 

tines^  but  did  bo  execution,  at  all. 

Thuridaymproing.  at  break  of  day  tbey  ftnan^. 
attacked  the  town  oji  every  £de;  aod.tbe  foldnr 
and  cownfmci)  as  fboutly  ddcnded  themfelves  for. 
an  hour  or  mote:  very  great  valour  was  fhcwo 
on  both  fides,  but  at  lall  the  enemy  fled  away  .as . 
faft  as  ^th^  could,  leaving  their  Icaiingrladders 
aad  wood-Kids^they  had  brought  with  themy  fome 
arms,  and  a  hundrad  dead  bodies  behind  xhem, 
whereof  Caf^ainSandford  was  one,  who  was  kilL- 
ed  upon  che-^oc,.  where oncof.iiis.FirtloclQsj^vas 
fore  wounded  and'  brought  iiito  the  tO¥^n,  .  hue 
died. quickly.     The  town  foldiers-  had. the-  pillage 
Oi  them  all^awdL their  arms,  And^  loft  but  fix  cdai>- 
mon  merv.   -There  was:  found  in  Captain  Sand, 
fund's  pdcfcef*,-  wheaihe*  was  fti;i}Spcdy  a  pa^.con- 
taioingtheortlerof'the  aflaultfot  taking;  c&e  Down. 
1  he  field  wond  was;  God  and  a  ^cod  caufer     A 
Itrticr  alGji  was^fouod  upon  hioiy  .dated  January 
1 3,.  in  thefewords^! 

*'  To  the  Otitoecs,  Soldiers,  and'  Genfiefncii  in 
Nantwich:      ...  r .       . 

"  Let  thefe  rclblve  your  jcaloufics  about  jcli.. 

"  gion. 
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"  gloo,  I  vbw  by  the  faith  of  a  Chr iftiftn,  I  know 
**  not  one  Papift  in  our  army,  and  as  I  am  a  Qcti^ 
•'.tlcavin,  we  ace  not  Irilh,  but  true  born  Eng- 
^*  lifc^  and  real  proteftants  born  and  bred,  Prar 
"  mift^c  us  not,  but  receive  u^  into  your  fair 
*^  cftecm,  and  know  we  intend  loyalty  to  his  Ma*- 
"  jefty,  and  will  be  no  gther  than  faithful  in  his 
"  fervice.    Thus  believe,  from  your'i, 

«  T.    SANDFORD," 

Another  was  foundi  dated  the  15th,  vh. 

"  Gentlemen, 
**  Mf.  Drum  can  inform  you^  that  AAon 
^'  church  is  no  more  a  prifon,  but  now  free  for 
^'  honeft  men  to  do  their  devotion  therein  t  where* 
"  fojie  be  pcrfuadcd  from  your  incredulity,  and  jr- 
^'  jiblve:  God  will  not  fbrfake  his  anointsed.  Let 
^  not  your  zeal  in  a  bad  caufe  dazzle  your  eyes  any 
*'  longer,  but  wipe  away  your  vain  conceits,  that 
'^  haive  tpQ  long  led  you  into  error :  loth  I  am  to 
"  take  the  trouble  of  perfuadin^  you  into  obedi- 
**  ence,becauieyourerroneQusopinionsdomoil:vio~ 
"  lently  oppofe  reafon  among  you ;  but,  if  you 
"  lore  your  town>  accept  of  quarter  5  and  if  you 
**  regard  your  lives,  work  your  fafety  by  yielding 
"  your  town  to  I^rd  Byron,  for  his  Majcfty's  ufr. 
**  You  now  fee  my  battery  is  fixed,  from  which 
^^  fire  (hall  eoternally  vifit  you  day  and  night,  to 
"  the  terror  of  youcold  and  females,  and  confump. 
*■  tion  of  your  thatched  houfes.  Believe  me,  Gcn- 
*^  tlemen,  I  have  laid  by  my  former  delay,  and 
"  now  am  refolved  10.  batter,  burn,  and  ftorm  you. 
"  Don't  wonder  that  I  write  to  you,  having  Offi- 
*'  cers,  ia  chief  above  me;  it  is  only  to  advife,  be- 
*'  caufe  I  have  fome  friends  among  you,  for  whoJe 
"  fafety  I  wifli  that  you  accept.  Lord  Byron's 
^*  conditions,  for  he  is  gracious,  and  will  chari-. 

"  rably 
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««  cably  confider  you.     Accept  of  this  as  a  fum- 
^  mons,  that  you  forthwith  iurrendcr  your  town, 
**  and  by  that  teftimony  of  your  fealty  to  his  Ma- 
••  jefty,  you  may  obtain  favour.    My  Fiielodu, 
**  you  know,  have  done  ftrange  feats,  by  lug^c 
^*  and  by  day,  and  hourly  we  will  not  fail  in  our 
•*  vifits  of  you ;  you  have  not  yet  received  my 
**  alarm,  wherefore  expert  fuddenly  to  hear  from 
"T.  SANDFORD, 
"  Captain  of  Firelocks. 
^*  From  my  battery  and  approaiches  before 
**  the  Wel(h-Row." 

The  (i^  continued  •,  things  began  to  be  very 
Icarce,  both  for  man  and  horle  •,  niaay  cattle  being 
within  the  walls,  for  fear  of  plundering,  wanted 
forage  *,  a  fpecial  Providence  now  appeared,  for 
it  plealed  God,  upon  the  thawing  of  the  fnow,  the 
Weaver  began  to  rife,  and  the  enemy  fearing  the 
water  would  take  down  the  platt,  which  they  had 
laid  over  it  a  little  below  Beam-bridge,  for  their 
free  paflage  to  relieve  one  another  :  they  therefore, 
on  the  24th  of  January,  conveyed  all  their  ord- 
nance over  the  river,  together  with  their  carriages, 
and  mod  of  their  horfe  and  foot,  towards  Adton- 
church;  and  on  the  25th,  the  river  was  rifen  fo 
high,  that  their  platt  was  carried  down,  fo  that 
they  could  not  pais  the  river ;  which  the  townf- 
men  and  foldiers  perceiving,  took  advantage  there- 
of, and  iffued  out  to  the  enemy's  works,  driving 
fuch  as  were  left  in  them  away,  throwing  down 
their  works,  bringing  in  much  hay  and  fuel,  burn- 
ing Mr.  Jeffrey  MinlhulPs  new  houle,  barn,  and 
liable,  and  many  other  dwellings,  where  the  ene- 
my had  been  harboured.  The  fame  day,  Sir  W.  B. 
General  Fairfax,  and  many  other  Commanders, 
and  the  Lancalhirc  forces,  to  the  number  of  3,550 
horfe,  and  5,000  foot,  marched  towards  Nant- 

wich 
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wich,  to  raiie  the  fiegr,  and  coming  over  Pela;^ 
uiere-Foreft,  they  met  wkh  fomq  of  the  niyalifbi 
and  in  the  fkirmifh  topic  forty  prifoners,  andkim 
ed  fome ;  at  Barr-Bicidge  they  met  more  of  the|i)^ 
killed  fome,  ^d  took  thirty. prifoners,  and.i|il| 
drawing  to  Huflftoh,  they  faw  the  whole  body  of 
the  enemy  at  AAon :  the  battle  begai\  yery  &ttgtn 
ly  about  half  an  hour  after  tt^rop  in 'the  a|tf:Fj)^ip^' 
and  betbre  five,  many  of  th^e  Tf^iA-bands.  ilTuedr 
out  of  the  town,  and  fell  upon  their  rear,  :when*i 
Upon  they  fled^  and  w^re  utterly  routed.-    Sir  ^c. 
^arnky,  SirF^Bycle^  Cc^ond  ^Gibibn^  CqIoih?]) 
Warren,  ColoiteL  Fleetwood,  a^d  many  Captains^- 
Lieutenants,    an^   fpldiers,    about    i,6oq,  y/^rt, 
taken  prifoners^    One  ^rafs  cannon^  four  fmfiltr.^: 
all   their  carriages,  .mag^zines^  and  provifipii^^j 
which  were  all  immediately  brought  into  the  town.ii 
and  if  day-light  had  not  failed^ ,  but  few  of  tb<m 
would  have  efcap^di  but  the  njghc  bi^it^  v.qry  . 
dark,  thfy.  didroot-pyrfvi^  theqi^j  apd.m^ffrjij  f^' 
mained  on  the  field  all  night  ^ .  t<^  ytfrt  flaiq^^jy: 
either  fide;  abqqt  forty  of  the/Kin^'^,  and  tb^ 
or  four  fJ^  thf  others,    and  but;  Hw.  woyndf^ ; 
The  Cavaliers   in   A^n-church,  ^  and  Darfold,.. 
quickly  called'  fpf'  quarter,  which  was  granted 
them  i  and  the  Saturday  after  .the  market  began 
again,  and  plenty  of  all  provifn^ns  at  reaipnable 
rates.  * 

Monday,  Steel,  late  Governor  of  6eefton-Caf- 
tle,  was  fhot  to  death  in  Tinker's-Croft,  by  two 
foldier^,  according  to  judgment  againil  him  \  he 
was  put  into  a  coffin^  and  buru^  in  the  church- 
yard. HeconfefTed  all  his  fins,  among  the  ttfjiy 
that  of  uncleannefs ;  he  prayed  a  great  while,  and 
to  the  judgment  of  charity  died  penitently. 

Some  Parliament  forces  being  billeted  in  and 

about  Tarvin,    were  fct   upon  by  the  Cliellcr 

6  D  forces. 
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forces,  and  fome  wounded,  and  others  taken  pri- 
foners ;  but  a  company  of  PiEirlianiene  dragoom 
making  hade,  overtook  and  refcued  chcm,  kiHed 
a  Captain  and  fome  otiiers,  wounded  many,  and 
tdok  eight  prifoners,  whom  they  fent  to  Nantwicb. 

Wednefday,  January  30.  A  folemn  thankf- 
giving  was  kept  for  removing  the  fiege,  but  not 
in  the  church,  for  the  prifoners  had  been  kept 
there,  and  it  was  not  yet  cleanfed,  but  in  fome 
houfes  of  the  town,  fitted  up  for  that  purpole. 

February  4.  The  Nantwich  forces  afiaulted 
Crewe-Hall,  then  kept  by  Captain  Filher,  which 
was  prefendy  furrendcrcd,  on  condition,  that  he 
and  nis  men,  about  120,  with  the  wounded, 
might  depart  fafe,  leaving  their  arms;  many  of 
diem  came  that  fame  day  to  Nantwich,  whert 
they  were  entertained. 

February  7.  Duddington-Hall  was  likewife 
aflaulted  with  great  ordnance,  and  yielded  on  the 
like  terms ;  and  moft  of  the  garrifon  came  to 
Nantwich,  and  were  there  entertained. 

February  13.  A  folemn  day  of  thankfgiving 
in'Nantwich  and  Afton  churches,  and  on  Thurf- 
day  after  a  day  of  humiliation. 

Friday  14.  Adlington-Houfc  was  delivered 
up,  after  having  bc^en  bcfieged  a  fortnight :  a 
younger  fon  of  Mr.  Leigh's,  and  a  hundred  and 
fifty  folditrs,  had  all  fair  quarter,  and  leave  to 
depart,  leaving  feven  hundred  arms,  and  fifteen 
barrels  of  powder. 

February  20.  Biddulph-Hall  was  befieged, 
and  held  out  a  long  time,  but  being  battered,  at 
lalt  they  afkcd  quarter  for  life,  which  was  grant- 
ed :  Lord  Brereton  and  his  Lady,  their  fon  and 
heir-,  C«nptains  Biddulph,  Shackerley,  Minfhull 
of  Ardfwick,  Major  Booth,  three  ions  of  Mr. 
liellott,  Mr.  Lackit,  and  about   a  hundred    and 

fifty 
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fifty  foldiers  were  all  carried prifoners  to  Stafford; 
there  were  three  hundred  arms  in  the  houfe^  and 
ibme  ammunition. 

February  25.  Mr.  Tatton's  houfe,  of  Whit- 
tenlhaw,  was  uken  by  the  Parliament,  who  had 
laid  a  long  fiege  to  it  \  there  were  in  it  only  Mr. 
Tatton,  fomc  few  gentlemen,  and  but  a  few  fol- 
diers, who  had  quarter  for  liife  ^  the  ammunition 
was  but  little. 

March  4.  Colonel  Mitton  and  Sir  W.  Fair- 
fax, with  fomc  troops  of  horfc,  being  quartered 
at  Drayton,  were  fet  upon  by  Prince  Rupert's 
forces,  and  being  too  weak  for  them,  retired,  and 
fled  away  diforderly  •,  Capuin  Shipley  and  twelve 
others  were  uken  priloners,  the  reft  returned 
to  Nantwich  fafe  without  harm. 

Shrove-Tuefday  a  gibbet  was  fct  up  in  the 
market-place,  and  a  common  foldier  was  executed 
for  killing  another  in  the  ftreet  when  he  was  drunk. 

On  Wednefday  night  fome  Parliament  forces 
lying  at  Emerall,  iflued  out  forty  horfc  and  forty 
mufqueteers  behind  them,  intending  to  have  taken 
the  enemy  in  their  quarters  atFarn,  but  they  hav* 
ing  notice  of  it,  iflued  out  of  the  town,  and  lay 
ki  ambufh  for  them.  The  Parliamenteers  came 
to  Farn  and  found  it  empty ;  but  thole  who  had 
withdrawn,  prefently  befet  the  town,  taking  all 
the  foot,  and  four  or  the  horle,  with  their  arms. 

March  18.  About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Colonel  Marrow  gave  an  alarm  to  Nantwich,  and 
took  many  cattle,  which  was  thefirft  alarm  the  town 
had  given  it  fince  the  railing  of  the  fiege :  this 
Colonel  Marrow,  who  was  a  great  plunderer,  took 
off*  all  my  goods,  and  drove  me  trom  my  houfe ; 
and  having  a  call  to  preach  at  Hadington,  May  i, 
1644,  I  tarried  diere  two  years,  upon  thirty-four 
pounds  a  year. 

1644.  Nantwich  being  fufpicious  of  Prince 
6  D  2  Rupert, 
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Rupert^  who  was  gathering  men  in  Wales  and 
ibouc  Shrewibury,  k«pc  a  day  of  humiliationy  and 
tlicn  prepared  for  an  alTault  -,  but  he  came  not 
chat  way,  but  drew  all  his  men  towards  HoiC, 
Tarn,  and  Whitchurch  •,  and  May  1 8,  advanced 
to  Drayton,  &:c.  and  plundered  all  the  country. 

Monday  the  Nantwich  forces,  about  a  thoufand, 
marched  towards  Hatherton,  but  the  enemy  re- 
tired to  Audlem,  fo  they  did  not  niect* 
•  Tucfday  night  Prince  Rupert  lay  at  Bettely, 
knd  his  army  advanced  towards  Haflzngton, 
Sandbach,  &c.  plundering  moft  fearfully  all  the 
way,  efpccially  men  and  horfes. 

Friday,  May  24.  They  nurched  towards  Lan- 
calhire,  and  lodged  at  Knursford  on  Saturday, 
then  marched  to  Stockport,  where  Colonel  Maio- 
warihg,  and  Colonel  Duckenfield  were  with  com- 
panies, who  fled  into  Lancafh ire-,  about  three  days 
after  Bolton  was  aflaulted  and  taken,  with  iofe 
of  much  blood  and  great  cruelty ;  and  afterwards 
they  let  upon  Liverpool  and  took  it. 

The  week  following  Colonel  Mitton,  with 
fome  of  Sir  T.  Middleton's  forces,  took  Ofweftry 
town  and  caftle,  with  the  lofs  of  about  four  men  j 
he  took  four  hundred  prifoners  and  three  hundred 
arms. 

Thurfday,  June  27.  The  Earl  of  Denbigh 
came  to  Nantwich,  only  with  one  troop  of  how, 
the  reft  being  quartered  betwixt  Whitchurch  and 
Nantwich ;  on  Friday  they  all  marched  towards 
Lancafliire,  and  rendezvoufed  on  Rud-tjeath, 
where  came  Lord  Grey  and  Sir  John,  with  great 
forces  bothof  horfe  and  foot  about  i2,coo,  when 
letters  came  from  Colonel  Mitton,  that  Colonel 
Marrow  marclied  upon  him,  to  beficge  him  ;  up- 
on which,  the  Earl,  Sir  T.  Middleton,  Colonel 
George  Booth's  regiment,  and  Colonel  Mainwar- 
ing's,  on  Sunday  marched   back  to   relieve    the 

Colonel 
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Colonel  at  Oiweftry,  and  all  the  foldiers  in  Nant- 
wich  (except  thofe  of  Bulkley-hundred,  and  the 
town  companies  left  with  Colonel  Brooke  and 
Mr.  Marbury)  alfo  marched  with  them  towards 
OfWeftiy  •,  and  on  Friday  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  they  attacked  the  enemy,  and  the  fight 
continued  very  fore  till  ten,  and  then  the  Parlia- 
ment got  the  viftory  -,  after  great  lofs  of  men  they 
fled  towards  Shrewlbury ;  about  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand  purfued  them,  took  many,  and  all  their  car- 
riages loaded  with  provifions,  and  one  with  a  ma^ 
gazine  and  cloaths :  the  foot  flung  away  their 
arms,  fo  that  all  they  had  raifed  in  Shrewfbury, 
Chcfter,  &c.  convenient  forfervice,  were  then  rout- 
ed and  dilperfed.  On  Thurfday  July  4th,  they 
returned  to  Wcm,  and  on  Saturday  to  Prces- 
Heath,  and  Quartered  in  and  about  Whitchurch. 

Sunday  tney  marched  towards  Cholmondeley- 
houfe,  with  three  or  four  pieces  of  ordnance,  and 
four  cafes  of  drakes,  where  two  Nantwich  compa- 
nies, volunteers,  with  their  captains  G.  and  T. 
Malton,  guarding  the  great  piece  of  ordnance, 
met  them,  and  before  the  break  of  day,  they  plant* 
cd  all  their  great  pieces  within  piftol-fhot  of  the 
houfe,  and  about  three  or  four  in  the  morning, 
after  they  had  fummoned  them,  they  played  upon 
it,  and  (hot  through  it  many  times ;  and  they  in^ 
the  houfe  fhot  luftily  at  them  with  their  mufkets, 
and  killed  one  R.  Mitton,  ferieant  to  Major  Crox-^' 
ton :  the  befiegers  playing  ftill  on  them  with  their 
ordnance  and  fmall  fhot,  beat  them  at  lail  out  of 
the  houfe  into  their  works,  where  they  continued 
their  valour  to  the  utmoft,  themlelves  being  few, 
killing  four  or  five  more  of  them,  and  Major 
Pinknev,  a  brave  commander ;  but  being  too  weak 
to  hold  out  anv  longer,  about  one  in  the  after- 
noon they  called  for  quitrter^  which  was  allowed ; 
and  Mr.  R.  Horton,  captain  of  the  houfe,  let 

down 
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down  tlic  draw-bridgc,  and  opened  die  gates; 
wlicn  the  Earl  of  Denbigh,  colonel  Booth,  and  the 
reft  entered,  and  took  the  Captain  and  all  the  reft 
prifoners,  about  fixty.  fix,  with  all  their  arms  and 
provifioni  leaving  Capuin  Lewis  in  the  houft 
with  his  men,  and  fo  marched  back  that  night  to 
Nantwich  with  their  prifoners,  ordnance  and  car- 
riages :  there  were  none  in  the  houfe  flain  or  hurt^ 
the  day  after  they  had  a  public  thankigiving. 

One  Parker  being  drunk  murdered  Mr.  Han- 
dle Smith  and  one  Brown,  as  he  came  from  an 
ale-houfe :  he  confefled  to  me,  that  he  had  been  a 
great  fabbath-breaker,  and  verv  difobedient  to  his 
parents,  and  therefore  the  hand  of  God  was  juft 
upon  him. 

Sunday,  AuguH:  1 8  th.  Colonel  Marrow  marched 
from  Chefter  with  part  of  his  horfc  and  foot  to- 
wards Northwichj  by  the  way  they  plundered  fomc 
poor  mens  cattle ;  and  fome  of  the  tront  appearing 
to  the  townfnien  on  Hartford -Green,  the  foldiers 
ifliied  out,  on  which  they  retreated,  but  following 
them  too  far,  they  faced  about,  and  took  fifteen 
prifoners :  in  which  Ikirmifli  Colonel  Marrow  was 
ihot  near  Sandyway,  and  they  carried  him  to 
Chefter,  where  he  died  the  day  after :  he  was  a 
valiant  man,  a  great  plunderer,  and  his  lois  much 
lamented  by  the  royal  ifts. 

Tuefday  after,  the  Nantwich  men,  with  the  aflift* 
ance  of  Sir  William  Brereton's  horfe,  and  fome 
from  Halton  caftle,  let  upon  the  enemy  at  Tarvin 
in  their  quarters,  and  for  the  fifteen  prifoners  they 
loft,  brought  back  forty-five,  killed  fifteen^  and 
between  two  and  three  hundred  common  foldiers, 
with  the  lofs  of  only  one  man. 

Friday,  Auguft  25th.  News  was  brought  to 
Nantwich  that  1 000  of  the  enemy's  horfe  were  taken 
in  Lancafliire  •,  400  and  odd  of  them  prifoners 
and  many  flain  •,  and  being  driven  out  or  Lanca- 

fliire> 
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fliire,  came  into  Chefhire  as  far  as  Malpas ;  on  Sun- 
day evening  the  26th,  Nantwich  forced  to  the 
number  of  eight  or  nine  hundred ;  at  Old  Caftle- 
heath  there  was  a  battle,'  and  both  fides  fought 
bravely,  till  at  latt  coming  to  hard  blows,  the  Car- 
valiers,  atleaft  2500,  all  fled ;  there  were  flain  of 
them  Colonel  Vane,  Colonel  Conyers,  Serjeant-ma^- 
jor  Helketh,  and  50  or  60  common  men ;  and 
taken  prifoners.  Major  Cromwell,  Major  Majuy, 
Captain  Clawtherne,  Captain  Clavering,  Captain 
Parker,  Lieutenant  Mountain  and  nineteen  com- 
mon men :  on  the  parliiament  fide  was  wounded 
Lieutenant-col.  Jones  ;  not  one  flain  \  which  is  nu 
ther  a  miracle  than  a  wonder.  On  the  Monday  after 
they  returned  with  their  prifoners  to  Nantwich. 

Friday,  September  5th.  All  the  forces,  except' 
Colonel  Croxton  and  the  town  company,  marched 
out  again,  came  to  Tarvin,  and  fonified  it  with 
flrong  works,  put  agarrifon  in  it,  another  at  Hux- 
ley Hall,  and  another  at  — ,  near  Little  Budworth. 
Intelligence  came  on  Monday  that  Lord  Herbert 
was  befleged  in  Montgomery  caftle,  'on  which'Sir 
William  Brereton,  Sir  William  Meldran,  and  Sir 
William  Fairfax,  with  thirty-two  troops  of  horfe- 
out  of  Lancafliire,  and  other  companies  out  of 
Stafibrd,  making  a  very  great  army,  marched  to- 
wards Montgomery  to  raife  the  fiege.  Tuefdcy, 
September  17th,  they  relieved  the  caftle,  and  tne 
next  day  fought  a  great  battle  with  the  enemy,  when 
the  Parliament  forces  prevailed,  and  routed  all  their 
foot}  they  took  prifoners  General  Tildfley,  Colonel 
Broughton,  nine  Captains,  twelve  Enfigns,  feven- 
teen  Lieutenants,  400  officers  and  common  men, 
and  flew  about  500.  On  the  Parliament  fide  were 
flain  Sir  William  Fairfax,  and  ten  more^  about 
fifty  were  bounded;  fo  on  Monday,  September 
25th,  Sir  William  and  the  forces  returned  iafe  to 
"Nantwich. 

Sep; 


Septcraber  liiL  The LancsfliUiQ  mefi9pffii| 
the:  water  into  Wirral,  and  fei^d  t  gro^^pNce.i;^ 
ofdnahcc,  and  fixty  prifoners^  bejpngiog  tp-  Chd^sr. 
OAober  ad..  In  the  niornifig  .Red.«CJi|Ue..w4l^ 
takon  by. Sir  T.  Middleton,  where  we^  tl^tdofd 
Pows  and  his  ion  and  fis^cy  more  made. prifpmrs^r 
and' all  the  Fapifts  goods  of  alo^qft  .^1,  the.couojuj; 
Were  found  in  the  calile ;  5000I.  in  fil vpr  ati^  CoU, 
and.5001.  more  in  goods.  .  .  ,    .,..,,.  •  .    .  . 

.  October  aoth.  Major  Cr0:|ptoQ,  Capit^ia  X^ape*. 
and.anotber  Captain,  with  thar  companies^  afifi  a. 
tfoop  of  horfe  went  tp  Farne»  where  Qoloncl.  £kiv:, 
too  and  fome  companjieft  were  auartetnd».  wCw; 
tbtjr.  flew  three  or  four,,  wd  took  albouc  fifcf^ . . 

November  i&.    Liv^pool  was  delivWe4  cptliCi 
ParUament^  and  the  governor  and  other,  offioors, 
vfiiih  500  common  foldiers  were  taken,  and  £mu:-, 
toen  pieces  of  ordnance,  other  arms  and  powder 
Now  fome  foidiers  from  Nantwich  and  Tarvia 
furprized  the  garrifonof-Beefton>  that  were  out 
only  to  plunder  and  rob  the  country,  as  they  came 
frpm  Nantwkh  market ;   they  took  tweQt)c  pii- 
fonen,  and  twelve  horfes  i  aboi^t  the  faix^  time. 
Captain  Gimbold  fetched  from  the  faid  caftle  thir- 
ty-ieven  good  oxen  and  cows,  and  within  .two  or 
throe  nights.  Major  Croxton's  foldiers  fetched  (ucty 
more,  ai)d  then  two  of  them  were  hurt. 

Tibfi  coimcii  of  war  atNantwich,  hearing  that  the 
enemy-  at  Beefton-caitle  were  in  want  of  fuel»  a^id 
other  neceflaries^  they  laycd  ftrong  ficge  to  it,  and 
wftnting  match^they  burned  one Owens's  barn,  and 
kept  them  thai-  they  could  not  ftir  out  one  night ; 
TJiis  barn  was  at  the  bottom  of  thehill^and  had 
fome  wheat  in  it,  December  7th,  about  twenty-fix 
foldiers,  lying  at  the  faid  Owens's  Jioufe,  were  fet 
upon  by  about  40  or  50  of  the  garrifon,  whcpri- 
V  ijy  iffucd  out,  and  fet  the  houfc  on  firc,and  borped 
and  killed  them  all,  taking  two  old  men  prifi>ners, 

and 
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Ihcf  fd  mfircU'  agSrr  intci  fhe  cattle.  TahiraR^  dth; 
tfie  teetiiy  Ifllifcd  fatit  of  efibftrr;  ar^d  Hi  thfe'ii|H} 
tame  to  TaitcifiHSll,  ainid  ibdk  ^anf  bf  Cblottef 
Leigh's  hdrt&i  afmsihd  fhtn,'  who  quartered  tHerc. 

pLmxiff;  tm.  CblMel  Btdbk's  crobp(  bcin^ 
cjaartercd'art:  Bafrcrwi  'fcrcffe  bjr  the  fatnft  ihferi  fti^ 
pHzcd,  ahd  rfjaiijf  tafcfeH,^idvthfc1f  hbrfts  ^if  ittni.' 

Frid^,  January  17th.  Two  native  IriArtieti; 
Darby  Cowari,  ahd  Moitbgft  ColaKi.  were  Haftted 
aY  «sfHtwitfi  tff  drdtt  erf  paHt^ent. 

fidefiiMe  mitribfer,  fieWfe  qiafertd  at  Gfefiftlewhi 
*  irffes  frdni  eh«tef,  ^  er/erh^  Mfed  V^hiif  folrctt 
thcY  could,  about  800  foot  and  ^bt  id6  hbrfe; 
itia  came  ligjoirthcm,  AinTc?ri]^ro  hivt  oVerthttlWQ 
tWtrr  in  tlrctt  qtfarttts;  Htit  tfil^  frfcarihg;  oF  <K^r 
cbmirfg,  lit  i  Wftrh  tipari  tfie.ftctpfe,  ^tf  fee^ 
ItT^  m  QiMfe'f  ofihiif  faicrcH;  ffr  imtyafciaei  oA 
K«ff  ft«s  the  !atf(i,  fr6fiT  fiqtightbit  cd  tR^  Sl^^i 
WAifc,-  an'a  ft)  ^'e-tHem  AfiJ  tti^erfn^,  andthtff 
foftfttf  fiop^y^^t%  tKfr*fiVfr;'wa-e-matle»tfe 
trc^tfddieif^^  the jJaVMfeht  ft^^ 
Cnc6un^rtfl  witii  tWc  arrnyj  rcrbted  ntori  antf  beat 
them. back  into  the  city,  I^Hii  iiitttthe  ri^,;  iwd 
iWveK  weir  f6it'tiii%d  itrfnedhq  vray  rfid'-lfeme'  ano- 
tlier,  lifttvin*' thfeir  a'cm^  fi^Wndy  fdrKat  mahy  were 
Wdonded,  andnttiny  fldirif  andw^rt! taken,  Colonel 
V?erdii\,  Colorifcl  Vany^  tfeuteiiarit-Cdlahel  Grtyj, 
M^jbt-  GougK,  Caprairf  Hafrihgton,  Cap  tarn 
Waiid,  three'  Enfigns,  fevtfn  tfeittenarnts;  and'abblit 
20b  cohimbn' men.  witff  grekt  ftove  of  drriiL  Oh 
the  parliahiicrit fide,  Captaitf  Safrki^y  was;  (hot. ih 
the.ftiouldcr,  and  another  Captain,  his  horfe  biHti^ 
killed  urid^r  hihi;  LiHiteriant-CdloH^l  JoneJa-lutie 
hutt,  and  eightj  of  tfen  IdWM  and  wotrtid^^d:  Onfe 
huHdned'  6f  the  t:tii\ftf  wcni  fdre  wtkirtded,  atld 
about  forty. drowned  in  the  river.' 

Jinuity  23d;    -A'&sUiiih  day  of  th'arik^ving 
6  E  was 
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was  kept  at  Nantwich,  for  raifing  the  fiege  that 
time  twelve  months,  and  for  mapy  other  great  de- 
liverances and  vi&ories  vouchfafed  to  the  parlxar 
ment.  At  night  there  was  a  report^  tlut  400  horfe 
of  the  enemy,  and  mufketeers  behind  them,  weit 
come  to  Whitchurch,  fo  the  tQwnfmen  and  fd- 
diers  were  commanded  to  ftand  upon  their  guard 
all  night. 

January  24th.  Colonel  Hawkins,  or  Huggins, 
was  (hot  at  the  Chancel-end  at  Nantwich,  for  hav- 
ing taken  the  covenant,  and  afterwards  running  to 
the  enemy,  being  an  Irilhman.  The  fame  week 
two  Iriih  foldiers  were  hanged  at  Chriftletoa  tor 
the  fame  crime. 

Sunday  night,  January  26th.  The  Chelhiie  and 
Lancafliire  forces  marched  towards  Chefter,  think- 
ing to  ftorm  it ;  but  coming  near  to  the  works,^ 
they  perceived  the  walls  well  provided  with  fol- 
diers, by  the  light  of  their  matches,  it  being  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning ;  fo  feeing  they  were  be- 
trayed (one  of  their  own  men  having  given  the 
enemy  notice  about  two  hours  before),  they  were 
fain  to  retreat,  being  in  great  danger,  yet  came  off 
without  any  lofs  or  hurt. 

January  28th.  About  2000  horfe  and  foot 
went  out  of  Wirral,  over  a  ford,  into  Wales,  and 
all  the  Wclflimen  fled,  fo  they  marched  by  Ha- 
warden  Caftle  and  came  to  Holt,  taking  fome 
horfes  and  fome  prifoners ;  all  the  Holt  foldiers  fled 
into  the  Caftle,  fo  the  parliament  forces  enjoyed 
the  town  quietly,  opening  the  bridge  that  led  into 
Farn,  they  made  themfelves  a  free  paflage  into 
Chefhire. 

The  fame  week  they  entered  Wrexham,  where 
they  were  well  entertained,  and  hearing  that  Ruthin 
was  garrifoned  with  2000  of  the  enemy,  they 
marched  thither. 

The  enemy  hearing  of  their  approach,  fled,  fome 

intD 
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into  the  caftl^,  and  the  reft  into  Denbigh  -,  fo  the  par- 
Ijiament  being  pofl^fied  of  the  town,  did  what  they 
jprlcafed,  tho'  not*  inuch  harm  to  the  inhabitants  ; 
and  flaying  a  whil^,  they  returned  to  Wrexham. 
Prince  Maurice,  with  about  2000  men,  marched 
towards  Chirk  CafUe  ;  the  parliament  followed, 
but  could  not  overtake  him,  and  fearing  left  he 
ihould  wheel  about  and  come  into  Chefhire  and 
raife  the  fiege  of  Beefton-caftlc,  they  came  back 
a^ain.  ■  ' 

February  20th.  The  Prince  came  to  Chefler,' 
where  the  parliament  army  faced  him,  and  for  the 
prefent  kcjjt  him  ;  but  retreating  to  Holt,  he  made 
a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  river  under  the  Caftle, 
before  they  were  aware  of  it,  and  with  about  500 
cami  over  Into  Chefhire,  but  was  quickly  beaten 
blu:k ;  yet  feveral  times  after  they  attempted  to 
c6fhe  over  'agkjn,  and  burned  many  houfes  and 
barns  in  Fam ;  Qew  Major  Jackfon,  and  fome 
6thers,  but  were  beat  back  with  the  lofs  of  fomc 
of  their  own  men. 

February  z2d.  Colonels  Mitton  and  Bowyer, 
with  about  1500  men,  took  Shrewfbury,  and  Sir 
Michael  Eamely,  then  governor,  with  many  hun- 
dreds of  pHfoners '^  all  Their  magazines,  ammuni- 
tion, and  ordnance ;  fome  fled  into,  the  caftl^ 
Which  was  delivered  up  the  fame  night  upon  fair 
terms.  Many  of  gfdat  rank  were  there  taken : 
Sir  Nich.  Biron,  Sir  Rich.  Lea,  Sir  Rich.  Levcfon, 
Sir  J.  Wield,  fenior  and  junior.  Sir  Tho.  Cecily 
Sir  H.  Frederick  Thynne,  Sir  William  Owen,  Sir 
"Herbert  Vaughian,  Sir  Tho.  Leicefter,  Mr.  Ireland, 
Mr.  Kynalton  of  Oakley,  Mr.  Barker,  Mr.  Pontf- 
bury  Owen,  Mr.  Pelham,  and  divers  more ;  2000 
arms,  100  barrels  of  powder,  all  the  cannon,  and 
great  ftore  of  money  and  plate,  to  the  value  of 
40,0001.  and  'much  other  goods  and  crcafurc; 
6  £  2  which 
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ly^cbiQoft  of  tjj^e  ff^^  mm  h^ieot  duthc&  9Sto 

15?9ft  ?f^^ag  %f»Jury.   die  enemy  <lu}Cttd 
anc^buriieuLea|p^U3^q^  tftCTquiittd 

llk^wllc  Madi^ej^^' Kp^cop»  ^4  Mp^eiip^  C^orbctti 

fijoftoo-Caftt,^^^  Jtljtti    parli;?iine;nt,  and 

tniTaay  after  thcry  plundered  the  parifh  of  Budbu- 
n(.cxccejdi^U\ 

March  J^yt^i^.  Tb^cy  d^ew  their  ^fniy  fron^  ^olr, 
^d  Ipxiiicc  kiip^rt  having  25  coji^ntrymen,  fomc 
cif^^^j  4i?ji  fpw  Qxbci^  P99JC  ffieh,  fet  BeeftoQ- 
hsffli'i^d  f4viiges  !  *  on  ^.. 
'  *f  645.  Abput  th^"  u^^^^^  ^)j  ^- 

«ees^  ipegirt  Cbdier  ro.und,  ]^aax2^  g^rjfons.  at 
Kowton,  Huntington,  Ecclcftonilxun bridge,  Up- 
toii,  ifcc.  and  alio  about  E^cfton-Caftl?*  where 
they  Iiad  bcgi^n  to  raifi:  a  brave  mpup;:,  with  a 
ftrong  ditch  about  it,  and  had  placcil  ^rca^t  byild- 
ings  thereon,  which  were  fcyc^Iy  nn^ih<d,  but 
news  caqiic  that  the  King  and  boith  th^  i^rinc^, 
withallrpngarniy,  were  coming  tu\y:a|-dsChefliirej 
and  on  Saturday,  May  17,  t'lieyqii^ort'd  ajbquc 
Newport. 

"May  18th,  The  parliament  army  n^arch^d  tp- 
wards  Nantwicli,  our  of  Wales  aq^.  cfther  gi^rri-f 
fans,  except  TarvipV  leaving  the  cQijntry  to  the 
fpojls  of  the  forces  in  Cl^efter  and.  Be$;iloi^-Ca{|je. 
The  king  came  on  very  flawly/ XVeanefday  higW 
he  lay  at  Drayton,  and  his  army  quajrWed.  atnii^t 
Hjni.  Op  Thurldiiy  a  fait  was  kept.  atT^^antwi^l^  > 
;^nd  at  nigjit  news  came  they  werp  xctrfkp^i!(. :  t&^ 
King  lay  at  Mr.  Crompton^s,  StQacTparJ^,  qWdf- 
tered  his  army  at  Stone,  Newcaftli?,  ^q.  ajjicl.qji 
Saturday  he  maxch'ed  towards  Ufiixctfr. 

June 


J\iae  4ti;^  THp  ei^zpy  if^utd  out  of  Beefton-^c^f-^ 
tie  to  Ri^y-Hall,  po£ftffe4  by  al}6ut:  i6  fokUen;, 
u^c  i^  Q^r  nighf  by  thf  p^Iiameht,  intqi^ip^  it 
tof  agarrj^p- 

The  e^ijpiy  affaulteci  ^^9  pwhoufi?,  Uut  the  foV 
dier3  i^n  (fay^^houfe  d^((;i^^  it  bravely,  and  kUWdr 
five  of  tHeni,  whercdf  Vernon  wa$  one^  ^ho  bi^, 
Ipeeii  fop  tbe  parli^mient  aa^  tiakea  th^  coyen^t. 

iw!^  9th.  The  civeaiy  pjiarchied  OMt  of  Chpijbr, 
fix  compani^  of  fopt  and  three  of  ho^Cg,  and  toqli^ 
Capti^ifl  Gkgg,  and  all  his  troop  of  horljb  iq  their 
oiui  lers,  bujt  tli(r7  iyerc  41  ijuickly  rcfciwl  by  ti^ 
riuviii  f9rcc&,  and  i^^  purluitof  the  enemy  uiEv 
toa  ^  Riiih^n,  and  abjg^vt  tl^-  Foreit,  they  tOQ^ 
2  Ci]^tfl^^p  and  other  o$cers,  apd  210  comnnon 
lft))4l^tSi.^fl^W  I  a,  with  the  lofs  of  3  men.  Th^jj 
(Qpk  dffoL  1  b^rel  abfl  Qi^ny  bags  of  powder,  s^^{^ 
3I9P  a^nii" 

Wednefday,  Sept  24th,    A  greaf  battk  yf^ 

ibught^  upQA  Rowton  and  Hopl-heatli ;   Majpr-p 

GenecaLrpyi^tz  for  the  parliament  (the  forces  were 

thought'  to,  be  equal) ;  at  the  firit  encounter  the 

pfdj^jpi^t  had  the  wprft,  loft  fon:)q  men,  an4'50 

or  ^9  ^k.^'V  prifpn^rs :    but  Lieutenant-colonel 

Jx)^s,wjith  about  1.000  hprfe  apd  600  mufquet;ry> 

mujpg  out  Qtche  fubvirt?^  of  Cheiler,  «(ndcorni^ 

^i^  up9P  tl}em,  with  the  help  of  Poyntz's  meq^ 

^  amy  rdCcifed.the  prifqners,  but  in  a  fhorttimi^ 

ijfi^fjly.rqutpd  the  vjhple  opdy  of  the  enemy.    The 

tfjgfrt  waSp  tl}at  the  kii|g  was  fometimes.  in  the  ci'* 

t^^  an{l  fometime;$  p^  Hpol-heath;    which  was 

Ufcly^i  fqf  a,paflage  was  open  from  Nprthga^ 

4f£^.  tp  Hop(  withqut  any  great  dapger.     Thp 

Ipfs,  qa  the  King^s  fide  was.  great,  jpq  were  flaJA, 

whiereoi"  the  Earl  of  Lichfield  was  one,  iff>9  i^Qxip 

t^JfCRt  ud  tfdi;!eq  ajp^ci  A^n  of  bothabspm  2000. 

Sirl^ft^^i^  taJlt^^^Cagtaiaof  t^ 

<iueen's 
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944^      j^'fi  f  I Q  u  I  t;i  e  & 

Qneen'a  tr^   with  i  fb»f  flie'<^UQ^ 

.^^TCRGboter  Sckr  A  pailey  wis  held'^Bec«iKt.dKi 
city  aod  th^  bcfiq«r8,.and.ai)  aqfwer  txfiftniiaiaadt 

HWtt^fhdk^ftniit.-  ^     -'  -— '•  ^-   -'^  y  —•: 

ajxiut'  fo  omt  were-  niade  prifdniivb|^Citte 
fl^sjtiuia  bijbt]^'t6^^tar<«}:;  theft'hediWJ' 
'^^mjfi'^it^.  BecftmirOfiifc^  that  Im^ 
fiiued:  8!ftl6ft 'a  year,'  W9i' cficiKVeicd  upr  by  CiqRsiff 
^cc^  'the  :^^3f^ 

ttMe  'Wfcift' ih* it  5^ ' uu^Siny'*" who,  iiy  "z^/xttofo^ 
s  UkI  iUbctety  tQidmait \mh'dhd^  min^.iiaknm^i 
0%,  aiid  driims  Dcating,  -!with  two^tavr-loodar^of ^ 
gi^ras,  and  to  be  contoyed  to'  Denbigh  r  but  20 
of  the.foldicrs  laid  down  their  arms,  and  ctaTed 
liberty  to  go  to  their  own  homes,  which  Wargcant- 
dS.  There  was  neither  meat  nor  drink  faliad?in 
tli^  caiUe,  but  only  a  piece  of  a  turkey  'pir^'t^ 
bifcuits,  and  alive  peacock  and  peaKent'  •^'  •.:"■:' 

^  The  ^ariiament  forces  having  made  a[  btidgjb^bf 
bbats  and' wayne  bodies  over  Dee^  which  they  in 
Ghefter,  feeing  how  prejudicial  it  woutldhavt  bbni 
to  them,  ei&yedto  blorw  up  by  twd  hfoaci  filled 
with  barrels  of  powder  kna  t)thcr:c6mbttftiHcsi^ 
apdienrthcm  up. the  river  wi^  the  tide;  btith^e 
tioats.  'fiird;  but  no  hurt  was  done  either  td^^the 
bridge  or  aliy  foldier*  .It  was  ra^ne^  a^^fbbb 
ay  the  bridge  had  been  blown  •  up;^  *^oo  l^orfi^ 
lad  100  foot,  (hould  ifllte-out  of  thexfty,  am!  iet 
iipbn  thebefi^ers on th^ liver ;  buttfant ii^u7>rc- 
rented,  for  tho*  they  did  come  out,  they*  were 
iMitiniagain  pfcfcntly.'^- 

.  December  Jd.  Thector  Having  bcq^fec^qpflTt 

ireeks;  was  furrendercd  by  th«  Lord  Byron  to  Sir 

i'  Willkun 
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William  Brerctxjfn,  with  the  caftle  and  Mount- 
Royal.  Soon  after  they  had  entered  the  city 
2000  arms  were  brought  into  the  caftle,  400  body 
arms,  520  head  pieces,  befides  many  found  afterT 
wards  in  the  city. 

1646,  April  2ift.  Tutbury  Gaftle  was  deli- 
vered  up  to  Sir  William  Brereton.  28th,  Bridge* 
north  Caftle  was  furrendered. 

Soon  after  Chefter  was  taken,  Beefton  Caftle 
was  demoliihed. 

Tuefiiay,  July  i6th.  Lichfield  Clofe  was  fur* 
rendered  to  Sir  William  Brereton.  24th,  there 
was  a  great  mutiny  among  the*  foldiers  at  Nant* 
wich,  who  took  many  of  the  fequeftrators  prifo* 
ners,  and  kept  them  fifty-four  hours,  without 
cither  meat  or  drink,  but  what  was  conveyed  to 
them  .privately. 

January  15th.  Holt  Caftle  was  taken.  Sir 
R.  Uoyd^  the  Governor,  caufed  all  the  town  to 
be  burned. 

Januarv  15th.  Nantwich  was  difgarrifoned,  and 
all  pay  taken  off  from  Captains,  officers,  and  foU 
diers,  by  the  Deputy  Lieutenant.  • 

March  22d,  A  fire  in  Nantwich  ^  beean  about 
nine  at  night,  through  the  n^ligence  of  the  hoftler 
in  the  Swan  ftables,  not  looking  to  his  candle ;  it 
hurt  that  houfe  and  fome  others,  but  was  quench- 
ed in  time  without  other  hurt. 

1648.  A  plot  to  have  betrayed  Chefter  was 
difcovered  and  prevented,  and  fome  that  ihould 
have  been  a£tors  were  hanged. 

1651.  This  year  there  was  a  great  drought, 
March,  April,  May,  and  June ;  but  upon  feek* 
ing  God  by  prayer  and  fafting,  we  had  rain  in 
due  time. 

1 65^9  June  2oth.  As  the  minifter  was  preach- 
ing in  Lawton  church,  eleven  young  men  were 

kUled 
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Killed  by  llghthing.  The  Mniftcr's  wkt  the  nckt 
diiy,  being  their  funerals^  ^as  Ltike  xiii.  4; 

1653-  The  new  parliamcHf  ma^Sc  an  iR,  ihtA 
all  pcrfoAs  fiiould  be  married  by  a  juftkrfe  bF  Piifee,' 
miniftcrs  having  nothing  to  do  in  ft. 

f)ccerriber  12th.  The  parliament  dfflblVcd 
tllcmfelves,  the  reafbn  df  if  ^as  their  Voting  db^ 
of  tithes  and  miniftry. 

1655.  The  Quakers,  a  gkldy  aBfuM  fdft  of 
heretics,  holding  partly  with  the  Papifts,  p^^f 
I*!*  the  Ahabapttfts,  and  parfly  ^ith  Anfilidmi- 
arts^  b^h  to  ftart  up  aSmongft  us,  and  this  year 
tnultiplied  in  m*iy  places.  Their  religion  cotIKIs 
chiefly  in  cenftirihg  others,  arid  railing  att'  them', 
rfpecially  miriiftefs,  \>hom  tHcy  dcl^fe,  gnd 
tt\Mt  as  thte  dung  of  the  earth  ;  riiakirig  it  th^ 
common  praftice  to  difturb  them  in  their  ktdi6iis  ; 
they  denied  the  Trinity,  and  denied  the  Scriptures 
td  be  the  word  of  God,  and  faid  thikt  they  fetd  no 
fin. 

John  Barrow,  of  Calveley,  in  Bunbiiry  pariih. 
Having  been  ever  given  to  drunkehrieft'  OTi  the 
Lord's-day,  as'well  as  othci^,  was  found  d)6ifW  in  his 
chfltrriber  on  a  Monday  mornirtg,  on  a  furfeit  taken 
the  Lofdfs-day  before. 

1657.  Margaret  Hutchi'tHfoh,  of  A6t6ii,  bnhg 
qwftiohed  for  ftanderin^  my  eldell  fon,  ffce  took 
drink  and  drank  it,  wilhing  it  might  be  her  Tad  if 
Ihe^  ever  wronged  him  ;  it  pleafed  God  flie  fick- 
encd  that  very  day  of  a  fever,  which  grew  fo  vio- 
lent, that,  according  to  her  own  e^tecratioh,  Ihe 
never  drank  more. 

1659.  Thi^  year  Sir  George  Boctli,  wirii  matiy 
n*^ore  Chefhire  gentlemen.  Sir  ThothasMiddleton, 
with  many  Welfli,  and  Colonel  Holland,  wlih 
rtldfi'y  L.ahca(hire  forces,  ^Vere  dtffcated  by  Lam- 
bert at  Winnington-bridgr,  near  Narttwiih;    Au- 

gull 
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.guft  19th ;  many  wfre  taken  prifoncrs,  but  few 
flain ;  after  the  defeat  many  were  fequeftrated. 

1660,  March  i6th.  Two  Quakers  came  to 
difturb  me  in  the  public  congregation.  I  fo  or- 
dered my  (tudies,  that  die  (ermon  was  pat  againft 
them ;  they  had  liberty  to  fpeak,  and  were  anfwer- 
ed ;  at  laft  one  of  them  denied  the  Scripture^  to 
be  the  word  of  God,  on  which  they  were,  with 
ftiame,  -turned  out  by  the  cpngr^ation. 

Biihops  are  now  reftored,  and  the  covenant 
burned  by  the  hands  of  the  conunon  hangman,  and 
made  the  matter  of  reproach  and  fcorn  in  many 
places. 

June  9th.  Two  Quakers  came  into  my  church, 
with  a  lanthorn  and  candle,  while  I  was  preach- 
ing j  their  defign  was  (as  they  confeffed)  to  have 
lighted  a  (heet  of  paper,  which  they  had,  as  a 
fign  of  God's  anger  burning,  againft  us. 

Some  remarkable  paflages  happened  in  the  com- 
ing down  of  Biftiop  Walton  to  Chefter,  and 
while  he  was  there :  ift.  His  coach  was  overturn- 
ed, and  his  wife's  face  forely  hurt  by  falling  out  of 
it.  2dly,  The  troops  of  horfe  that  came  to  meet 
him  (Sir  George  Booth's  and  Philip  Egiprton's) 
ifeU  at  odds  on  Tilfton-heath  about  precedency, 
and  were  ready  for  blows,  jdly.  Coming  thro* 
Tarporley,  and  the  bcHs  ringing  for  him,  a  man 
was  almoft  killed  with  the  ftroke  of  a  bell.  4thly, 
Captain  Cholmondcley's  wife  going  to  vifit  him. 
with  a  prefent,  fell  and  broke  her  arm. .  5thly,  A 
man  coming  to  Chefter  to  congratulate  him,  and 
to  complain  of  fomebody,  fell  down  before  him 
and  died,  which  much  amazed  and  frightened 
him.  6thly,  Doftor  Winter,  a  pious  and  learned 
divine,  being  filenced  by  him,  told  him  to  his 
face,  he  would  have  no  comfort  for  fo  doing,  when 
he  muft  appear  before  Chrift,  which  was  not  long 
6  F  after  i 
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I  wiwn  a  irkik  kit  chiplMv  htf.  UOm^ 

^  -  iMt^  JuM  30dk  DodM  fiUB^  Bifliop  <JF 
ChcHfer,  aneiatodttd^,  Md  i^fgtett  din  tf 
fet>4>r  l^pp<acdjuft  t»  he  wt  calcr  wg  tfcc pAdfe 
-  Aoguft  i^thr  tkt  fifvtn  «ar  ia#  uBifomiig 
IMi  jMt  iQ  tMecwJM^  and  iriauiy  nfinifteri  nrft 
MicLefteiy  ifk«m'  dM  wouM  not  cofiform^  aid 
tmoog  the  nft  wffiM^  I  potached  Aat  day  ino 
fennMM,  one  ac  WrariiuiT;  the  other  at  AAon^ 

iwBilCdr.  x}.  ^Ftiia%^kethren»ftrewel.r  - 
OftahefjdL  Came  an  order  koti  the  Aip^ 
bUhop  of  I^ork  to  fufpead  ttic  from  the  vicanigl 
U  AftoiU  ^kAd  the  28£h»  Mr.  Kiriu,  wha  haft 
hMA  chaj^ain  ac  Woddhty^.  waft  prefabttd^  and  hifl 
fambdott  aad  indA^itioii  imiBCk  the  Biiiop  of 
Cheftari  whith  woiild  not  ferfe,  hot  he  hw  it 
t^in  frbzn  the  Archbiftdp,  and  took  poflefBon 
ot  the  church  November  loth,  the  day  before 
liiartinmas,  when  all  the  tithe-cahres  in  Wienbury 
and  Adon  were  due  to  me  (the  fubflance  of  my 
means),  and  were  wont  to  be  gathered ;  yet  I  hsKi 
but  one-half  of  the  calves  in  Adon;  h&  had  aH 
due  left,  though  I  had  uken  the  pains  the  whole 
year  before.  This  year  there  were  many  ftranj^ 
piodkies. 

In  January  came  focdi  a  declaration  from  the 

Kuig,  promifing  fome  liberty  ci  confqence  the 

next  ftffions  of  pn-liament,  but  it  came  to  notlung. 

1 66).    Wntten  by  Ed.  BunhaU,  m^Oer  of 

Afton. 
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At  die  RjBqueft  of  fcvend  of  Qmr'-Eftemh,* 
v¥t  infert  the  C^Am¥«R-bf  tbe'CJirT'r^of 

•  CHEifTEl,  gttnred  by  King  HenVy 
^jgVlh'vnih  i  Confirmation  thereof  byi 
j  Q^S]^  Elizabeth.  Publiflied  from  a 
&^tlifi;il  Tr^fl^  made  before  the  Civil. 
..  Wars*  To  which  is  prefixed  a  Dcdica- 
f  tkm  written  and  ptiattd  ui  the  Year  1772, 


lix  irir  rtncvtvu  ciTirATis,  fiadABttfOmr Hbeffg^ 

;.  aqaitadi  ftiis»  wmtk  nia«ib  .cottfittfm^>l«ftlcni}m :    0(  «r 
^  fofpon  ooftni  fiiie  Jaeate,  fie  civitas  sivs  .  i^kqx  sssft 

HON   FOTK97, 

■■'■'.      Cictie:* 

.  V.  ...  ..  .^  ..  ;:.    .        ...,      -^     ..::  =  .-; 

Dedication  to  the  Citizens  of  Chefter« 

GENTtEMEKy 

THE  great  induftry  with  which  the  following 
charter  hath  been  concealed  from  you,  tho* 
you  were,  originally,  the  principal  object  of  its  in- 
tention, will  render  any  apology  for  the  publica- 
tion of  it  unneceflary.  The  Eaitor,  indeed,  is  un- 
der no  fufpicion  of  being  cepfured  for  producing 
this  important  p^per,  by  any  but  illiberal  minds, 
and  their  cenfure^iwill  rather  flatter  his  vanity  than 
make  him  uneafy. 

Upon  the  perufal  of  it,  all  thinking  men  will  be 
amazed,  that  the  corporation  conftanriy  cxercifc  a 
mode  of  ek&ion  of  aldermen  and  common-council- 
men,  dircftly  oppofitc,  not  to  the  fpirit  only,  but 
to  the  very  letter,  of  this  charter;  but  how  will  this 
amazement  encreafc,  when  they  are  told,  that, 
though  they  avow  the  grant  of  Henry  VII.  in 
which  the  aldermen  and  common- council-men  are 
direfted  to  be  annually  chofen  by  the  city  at  large, 
6  F  2  and 
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and  acknowledge  the  acceptance  of  it%  yet  they 
have  Tentured,  even  in  a  court  of  juftice,  to  ule* 
the  following  mod  extraordinary  plea  in  thdr  de-* 
fence,, and  to  call  it  a  bye-law,  to  wit.  That  f ,  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  April,  in  the  tenth  vear  of  the 
reign  of  his  late  majeuy  king  Henry  VlIL  at  the 
city  of  Chcfter,  in  the  county  of  the  fame  city,  at 
an  afTembly  of  the  mayor,  0ieriffs,  aldermen,  com* 
mon-council,  and  the  reft  of  the  citizens  of  the 
iaid  city,  in  the  Common-hall  of  the  laid  city,  in 
due  manner  had,  the  faid  mayor,  fheriffs,  aldermen,  • 
common-council,  and  the  reft  of  the  citizens  of  the 
faid  city,  being  then  and  there  fo  ailembled,  and 
met  together,  for  the  better  government  and  order 
of  the  faid  city,  and  for  the  avoiding  popular  dif* 
order  and  confufion  in  the  faid  city,  did  make  and 
conftitute  a  certain  ordinance  or  bye-law,  not  now . 
extant,  in  writing,  for  the  common  benefit  and  uti* 
lity  of  the  citizens  of  the  faid  city,  whereby  it  was 
ordained  and  diredbed,      ^^  That,  as  often  as  it 
*^  fhould  happen,  one  or  more  of  the  aldermen  of 
*^  the  faid  ci^  fhould  die,  or  be  amoved  from  his 
'^  or  their  office  or  offices,  place  or  places  of  al- 
*^  derman  of  the  faid  city,  that  then,  and  fo  often,  the 
**  mayor,  the  refidue  of  the  aldermen  and  common-  • 
•'  council  of  the  faid  city,  or  the  major  part  of 
*^  them,  immediately  after  the  death  or  amoval  of 
*^  fuch  alderman,  or  aldermen,  fhould  and  might, 

*  The  king  againft  Johnfon,  King's-Bench,  1735*  in  quo 
warranto,  where  the  corporation  themrelves  pleaded  this  ac« 
ccptahcc. 

f  We  need  not  be  told,  that  in  the  (ame  cafe  of  the  king 
againft  Johnfonand  others,  tried  before  chief  juilice  Verney  in 
1739,  a  verdi£l  was  obtained  in  favour  of  this  abominable  bye- 
law  ;  we  confcfs  it,  but  aflert,  that  one  of  the  twelve  judges, 
and  many  of  the  bed  lawyers  then  alive,  declared  it*  to  be  a 
verdidl  againft  law  and  evidence,  and  tdvifed  a  fecond  trial  | 
which  would  have  uken  place,  but  that  the  finance*  of  the  then 
friends  of  the  commonalqr  could  not  be  recruited. 

without 
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^  tifithttlut  aAy  hindnMce  or < 

^  bteftiidfii0tttogftli8r^iii.ciiCLftU( 

<^  ttei^  flioidd  aodmiglic  efeft.flt4  po^^q 
«•  ^t^  «i ttedOb flioiiklw)«n^  o£rir,ftMbii 
«  tittteM'of  the  Old  «ii)s  f»iiefl4mm|xir  «^^ 

^  dei4  tirieiMM^  which  iiwd.  oiidiipi^teior  tye^ 
'*%vi^  ftom  the  Aid  uAfe  of  inikiRg  timsaE^ 

*^ftll*rce,'^  J..-..-..  :,..    ,.  ; 

ttoo'of  c<mim(m*<kiunoilMttiH  and^  if  tfaefe  pwigeci. 
lAgi  oobM  be^uppoHBdi  ooB  ddftvof  aa  lim^gter^ 
0119  pen  ^linid  IteVe  deftrbjred  our  f^lffti«e-ra|ic«» 
thdv  ^i^otthding us  ft^iiMtofafiiH;)^  tmiiUk  Wv^ 
byertuihied  ilfo  the  ednfUtution  at.  thoi  ci^  bfi 
miakih^  tfbe  aldenmn  and  rDmnnm^couiiciJir-aiea 
offictrs  for  life,  whom  Dhe  xharcer  cxprd&lif  ap. 
points  to  be  annual  oiRcers^dnly^  nay,  at.woiud 
er^n  have  veiled  m  thefe  officers^  a  power*  9b&ird 
beydnd  coneifption^  of  eleAing  chemfelvesa :   Biat^ 
¥rill  eonrMTton  fenfe  alk>w>  chat  a  power  caa  pofii- 
b}y  exift  ih  this^  or  any  eiyrporatiob,  totally  to 
change  the  right  of  eledUm  f   to  exclude  from  ir 
one  int^ral  part  of  futh  C0i|K>ratiQn*':^M  the 
frommonalty  are  with  us),  and  even^  jii  npiiefs 
contradi&iem  M  the  intentioa  of  the  founder,  to 
invert  the  very  nature  of  offices  (tenable  under  the 
charter  only),  though  the  manfier  of  holding  th)cm 
is  laid  down,  as  in  our  cajfc,  in  terms  moftc^prefs 
and  pofittve^  and  calculatecjl  to  preferye  jSls.  jujft  a 

*  Oar  eor{>orftti<»n  hj  the  citartfcf  confifts  of  three  littcgral 
parts,  to  wit,  t.  The  mtyor*  rideriHten  an^  (herifit.  z.  The 
ccmimoh-coUnci]-nien.  3.  The  commonalty,  or  citizciu  mt 
large,  who  tre  not  eieded  to  any  p«r^cuUr  offices  in  the  cor- 
poration 1  and  thiB  diftinftion  eve cy  freeman  fhould*  be  careful 
to  remember,  for  it  is^pla^n  finom.  M>e  .«h>arter«  iliat  xioJ>ye.Iftwa 
call  ba  tkifiic  \vithout  the  commonalty's  confcnt. 

balance^ 


I>  E  D  I  C  A  T  I  O  W.  9S$ 

balance,  between  the  citizen  and  their  rulers^  $$ 
human  wiiHom  ieems  capable  of.  contriviog  *. 

Ptaee  be  to  the  manes  of  chkf  juftice  Yeracjr  f 
but  notwithfianding  his  authority,  the  fs£k  is  tM 
ridiculous  to  be  &f^  upon ;  and,  befides,  in  the 
prefent  cafe  it  is  wholly  denied  that  any  power  to 
make  bye-laws  ezifts  in  ihis  corporation,  iave  ia 
cafes,  ^  Where  peradvencure  any  cufloms  or  ort* 
^*  dinances,  heretofore  (before  the  charter  grant** 
^^  ed)  obfefved  or  kept  within  the  city,  be,  in  any 
**  part  of  them,  obfcure  or  difficult,  or,  that  for 
^  foine  cafuakies  arifing  in  the  fame  city,  when  a 
^  prd'ent  ren^edy  hath  not  been  heard  of,  fuch  cuf«> 
**  corns  or  ordinances  are  to  be  correfted  anew  :*f 
In  this  emergencv  only,  and  not  in  cafes  direde^ 
or  provided  for  by  tlie  charter,  a  power  is  given 
by  it  to  make  bye-laws,  as  appears  at  page  963  of 
the  following  publication^  and  that  power  can  thcrot 
fore  be  exerciled  on  no  other  occafion.  All  cuf^ 
toms  aflumed,  fubfequent  to  the  charter,  muft  he 
agreeable  to  it,  for,  as  was  declared  by  the  lord 
chancellor,  in  the  cafe  of  the  Hudfon's-bay  cont* 
psmy( Second^  Pcere  Williams^  209^,  and  which  rc4 
folution  was  referred  to,  and  depended  upon,  in 
the  cafe  of  election  of  common-council  for  Maid-t 
ftone  (Third  Burrow)  fo  late  as  in  the  third  year  of 
the  preient  king. 

^^  Every  corporation  has  an  implied  power  to 
^  make  l^e-laws,  but  where  the  charter  gives  & 
**  power  to  a  corporation  to  make  bye-laws,  they 
^^  can  only  make  them  in  fuch  cafes,  as  they  are 
^  enabled  to  do  by  the  charter,  for  fuch  power 
*^  given  by  the  charter  implies  a  n^ative,  thaj: 
**  they  fhall  not  make  bye-laws  in  other  cafes/^ 

*  It  M  ccTtain^  that  a  freexnajQ*  eleded  a  oomraon-council- 
man  in  the  preient  mode,  cannot  be  competed  to  ferVe  the 
•ffipe,  or  to  pay  anx  fine  impofed  upo^  him  for  refufing  it. 

Anct 
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Aivl  on  thiefe'  authorities^  and  .what  io  mmdn 
leader  wiU  not  faU  to  oUeft  £m»-x|ie'fafrjtf 
libttlffeoe  ek^m;  and  that  d£  tha  tmm  mO^^' 
inarriicn,  thefdp.iviaTC^ 

trfe-kar  before  iDenncmed^  'dia&i^iig  jiip  oipdeoC 
deftkMH  the  ibte)of  duaeivBeMttelcflkBr'^ite 
de£tod,  4nd  wfaich^lhll^  off  c^  h^tffgj^^vfim 
the- corporation,  by  cuhidkig  ^^-icmomKi^tkfi 
carniQt  -be  iupportraordeenned  IteAl  v.bec^^  it 
orwMUy  w^,  and  nmftof  oottrfe  ttwi^v  oobfiiiae 
.   to  be/a  bad  bye^law.  *•.,,. 

From  hrince^  it  is  natnnl  to  oondydio^;tfaat  ifttk 
trade  and  ODmmrrce  of  this^place  Ihould  licteafun 
be  happily  extended;  aoidi  ibt  obulencc  and  mde- 
pendency  of  its  citiaeria! cnpreaftd,  as  they  oecefla- 
rily  will  in  pTOpqfttoa!!>  the  above  bye-law  will 
become  a  principal  objeft  of  the  public  attention^ 
and  whenever  that  happens,  it  will  require  no  great 
fagacity  to  forefee,  that  th"  final  period  of  its  ez- 
ifttnce  cannot  be  very  remote. 

But,  as  it  is  certain,  that  many  of  the  prefent  al- 
dermen and  common-council  of  this  city  are  whol- 
ly ftrangers  to  the  charter^  the  bye-law,  and  the 
reafon  aflumed  for  the  prefent  mode  of  dcdion,' 
and  have  not  even  an  idea  that  it  is  at  all  contrary 
to  the  charter,  let  us  flatter  ojurfelves,  that  now 
their  minds  are  more  fully  informed*  fonie. brother 
of  them  wiir  reftore  fre^om*  to  the  commoiiaify, 
and  have  courage  enough  to  ad  in  future' agreeable 

*  The  yciy  ii^portant  fervicct  done  to  the  fcheme  of «  caiuil< 
navigation  from  hence  to  Middlewich»  by  tke  i^ohleiiiM»  gbif 
tlemen,  iherchaots  aiid  traders,  who  hare  befriended'  it,  jTafe 
brought  this  defirable  event  much  neater  thaii  it  wfiwheti.th^re 
papers  were  prepared  fbr.the  prefs. .  In  this  ;iufapj>e^  the  Jgri 
bimop  of  Peterborough,  brother-in-law  to  Mr.  Crewft   (one 
of  the  worthy  repreCenutives  of  the  county),  who  by  his  .fole 
influence  induced  the  dulce  of  Bridgewater  to  gjive  ttOi  bbpofi-     « 
tion  to  the  bilU  can  never  be  too  often  or  too  g^fiteTuliy  t4, ' 
snembered, 

to 
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to  the  charter^  without  paying  any  attention  to  this 
bye-law.  This  may  be  done  by  every  mayor  in 
his  own  time,  and  was  honeftly  done  in  the  years 
16929  1693,  1694,  and  1695,  immediately  after 
the  Revolution,  and  when  the  principles  of  liberty 
had  juft  (truck  root  in  the  Britiih  conilitution^ 
Should  any  future  mayor  choofe  to  be  thus  po- 
pular, a  moft  delirable  event  will  be  peaceably 
brought  about,  and  the  expence  and  anxiety  at- 
tendant on  law  proceedings,  which  are  certain  to 
take  place  if  things  remain  as  they  are,  will  be  hap- 
pily prevented.  That  they  may  be  thus  prevent- 
ed, is  fincerely  the  wilh  of. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  faithful  friend, 

and  fellow-citizen. 
The   EDITOR. 


CHARTER  of  the  City  of  Chefler,  &c. 

ELIZABETH,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of 
England,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  and  fo  forth.  To  all,  to  whom  thefe 
prefcnt  Letters  (hall  ccxne.  Greeting. 

WHEREAS  the  Mayor  and  Citizens  of  our 
city  of  Chcftcr,  by  Richard  Harpur,  Efq. 
one  of  our  juftices  of  the  bench,  and  Robert 
Snagge,  Efq.  both  aldermen  of  the  fame  our  city 
of  Cheder,  as  alfo  Randell  Leech,  citizen  and 
merchant  of  the  fame  city,  their  allowable  actors- 
nies,  fufficiently  authorized  in  this  part,  together 
with  the  confent  of  Richard  Dutton,  Efq.  now 
6  G  mayor 
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iffjof  of  the  afeiauuncd  dij^  bj. 
Qvc^  for  the  iame  piupofey  inMb;  to'  ^  ifJMTfaM 
ttttuiiicty  Richara  Harpui^  Robert  o^fiBF*  ^ 
ItradcU  Lecch^liave  fiimMkred^,  wittingly,  fntif% 
^hd  abfolutdf,  into  our  clmfiotry  OMitu  ooniii 
liters  pttent,  ^pwitied  andgtvea  ait..WcnBi]|iiB^ 
the  fith  of  April,  in  die  6ch  year  of  ^oor  ragii,  m 
the  fiune  mayor  and  citizens,  under  our  great  Sal 
rf  RngJbuid;  wheim  iw  oontained  the  coo^nna- 
|i<m  S  iq)arate  liberties,  laws,  and  priVilcgcL 
nanted  than  by  I^lenry  the Seve^thj  faae  k'^g'^ 
£f^lm^  our  dw'  g^ndidier,  toege^^  with  our 
.eipecial  grant  concerning  certain  autshofitm,  pn^ 
vueges  and  exemptions  made  andcot^fijined  to  m 
fame  mayor  and*  citizus  of  the  city  afbrelaidt  bf 
the  felf.iame  letters,  patent,  that  there  the  6ax 
letters  patent  cnig^t  be  cancelled,  made  void,  and 
of  none  eftcdt,  as  by  the  fame  letters  patent,  there 
remaining  cancelled,  and,  by  a  certain   writing, 
containing  the  furrendering  the  fame  letters  pa- 
tent inroUed  in  the  aforefaid  chancery  court,  and 
there    recorded,  is  moft  manifeft  and  apparent. 
Know  you,  therefore,  that   we,  confidering  the 
premifles,  will,  and .  by  thefe  prefents  do  grant, 
that  the  fame  mayor  and  citizens  of  our  city  erf 
Cheftcr  have,  and  ihall  have,  certain  other  let- 
ters patent,  under  our  great  fcal  0/ England,  made 
.  in  due  form,  and  fealed  in  that  tenor  of  words 
which  foUoweth,  to  wit.  We  have  Icen  the  letters 
patent  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  late  king  of  Eng- 
land, our  progenitor,  made  in  this  fort : 

Charter  of  Henry  VII.  the  6th  of  April,  in  the 
ft  I  ft  year  of  his  reignj. 

:  Hbnry,  by  the^^ace  of  God,  King  of  England 
and  of  France,  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  afl-  akthbilhops, 
biihops,  abbots,  pri«rs,  dukes,  earls,-  bafons,  mil 
tices  of  peaces  Aicrifii  baififi^  and  to  all  hisfaiih^ 

ful 
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•  £ul  iubj€6bs,  greeting.     Know  you  that  we,  for  the 
:  great  affe&ion  whtck  we  have  and  bear  to  our  city 

of  Cheter,  the  citizens  and  conHnonaky  of  tBe 
fame  city,  aild  in  confideration  of  the  good  fervice, 
great  cofts  and  expences  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fame  city,  as  alfo  their  voluntary  labour,  niany 
ways  employed  againft  our  adyerfarics  and  rebels, 
wifliing  the  better  eftate  of  the  fame  city,  and  ef- 
pecially  providing  for  the  pfx>(it  and  quiet  of  the 
.  citizens,  their  heiw  and  fucceflbrs,  of  our  efpecial 
.  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion^  ha^ 
given  and  granted,  and  do  givEvAWO  dogslan^, 
and,  by  thefc  prefents  cftablifc,  for  us  and  our  heirs, 

-  CO  the  aforefaid  citizens  and  commonalty,  their  hdts 
arnl  fucceflbrs  for  ever,  that tjie  fa.mc  city,  and  all  the 
ground  within  the  ditch  of  the  fame  city,  with  the 

.  fuburbs  and  villages  within  the  precinft  and  com- 
pafs  of  them^   and  the  whole  territory  in  the  Gir- 

•  Guit  and  reach  of  the  fame  city,  the  aforefaid  fu- 

-  burbs  and  villages  (only  excepting  our  caftle  with- 
Jn  the  walls  ot:  the  fame  city),  be  exempted  and 

feparated,  and  in  all  things,  and  by  all  things,  al- 
together fevered  and  diftinguifhed,  as  well  bylJind 
as  by  water,  from  our  (hire  -,  and  that  the  faid  qi- 
ty,  fuburbs,  and  villages  of  the  fame,  and  that  the 
whole  ground  within  the  precinA  and  compafs  bf 
them  (faving  only  that  which  before  was  excepted), 

•  be,  by  themfelves,  fevered  and  diftinguifhed  frotn 
the  rcftof  our  (hire  :  And  that,  forever,  in  foeech, 
there  be  dilTerence  made  between  our  (hire  or  Chef- 
tcr,  and  our  commonalty  of  Chefter.  '*  We  will, 
*^  alfo  we  give  and  we  grant  for  us,  our  heirs-  and 
*'  fucce(!brs,  to  the  above-named  city  and  com- 
'*  monalty,  their  heirs  and  fuccclTors,  that  they 
"  and  their  fucceflbrs  for  ever  (hall  and  may 
"  make  and  appoint,  every  fcveral  year,  twenty- 
^'  four  citizens,  of  the  city  before-mentioned,  sd- 
**  dermen  j  as  alfo  forty  other  citizens,  of  the  fame 

6  G  2  "  city, 
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r^.  Vlfjf  for  the  oommoii-coaBdlf  nof  the  ttd^dtt: 

;4ha9  haiiif  and  bMT  tk)  Mpie.of  i^^ 

,fHK  ^  which  ci9tniy-fQiir,4UsnMa^owB.bf  dk 

#imi  flieriflS^  «n4  aU  QtW«ttiieQi4if  iw^cwQWVi 

.jMOfd^  <^  cheeky, aftwdud.  .We wiUilbiMd 
;|priiBr»:^m  andoiirhevsytliacchejrfbteftMidti- 
illifW-#i4  co«uiioBplty»  their  faein  and  fiioGeflBni 
Jm^W^kt^  and  oiagr  choofi:^  aaipag  .themfelva» 
,«lwnroiewmi  yw^.a.  mayor  •£  the  lane. cky  lor 
,:e^!  .and  th«r  eyay  oiayor  of  the  fiud  cicf»  &r 
..^mt^Msg,,  to  iion  aa  he  ibaU  be  chofe^aad 
'.4ippoiMd  iwgm  beoar<&lieaMi«il 

uworlf^cf  jcwr  mwkctLthrBr»  wd  thabde  fwdaii^or 
.  Mdoommooaltyt'tfaBir  hnrs  and  focceflerslbrevcry 
^  one  commonalty  by  themfelves,  and  by  the  name 
of  .the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Chefter»  and  by  the 
fame  name  be  termed  and  called,  for  ever»  as  able 
perfons,  and  capable  in  law  ;  and  by  the  fame  nam^ 
ocfore  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  the  earls  of 
Chefier,  and  before  every  one  of  our  juftices  of 
peace,  in  what  court  foever,  he  or  tbey^  can.  anfwer, 
and  be  anfwercd,  plead  and  be  impleaded ;  and 
*  that  the  faid  mayor  and  citizens  have,  make,  and 
may  choofe,  from  among  themfelves,  every  ieveral 
year,  two  citizens,  for  iherifFs  of  the  iame  com- 
monalty of  the  city  of  Chefter ;  which  mayor  and 
iheriffs,  Ihall  be  niade  and  chofen  in  £^rm  foUov- 
.  ing,  viz.  All  the  citizens,  within  che  faid  city,  iii- 
biui>s  and  villages,  dwelling  within  the  iaid=  cicy^ 
fuburbs  and  villages  of  the  faid  city,  which  will  he 
prcfent,  at  the  elcdion  of  the  mayor,  every  year, 
upon  Friday  next  after  St.  Dennis's  Day,  may 
come,  freely  and  without  hinderance,  to  the  com- 
mon-hall of  the  laid  city ;  who,  being  fo  met,  or 
the  greater  part  of  them,  ihaU  name  two.  citizens, 

dwelling 
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dwelling  in  the  faid  city  (out  of  the  twenty-four 
aldermen)  that  are  moil  iufficient,  difcreet,  and  beft 
able,  in  the  faid  city,  fuburbs  and  villages,  to  be 
4:hofen  in  form  following:  Either  of  them  (hall, 
heretofore,  have  been  mayor  or  fherifFs  of  that 
city,  or^  if  not,  they  (hair  not  have  dealt  with 
the  iheriffship  for  the  fpace  of  three  years,  next 
going  before  the  Friday  atter  St.  Dennis*s-day,  out 
of  tl^  two  fo  named,  the  greater  part  of  the  afore- 
faid  aldermen  and  iheriffs,  then  and  there  prefent, 
by  voices,  (hall  name,   choofe  and  appoint  one 
mayor  *,  and  if  it  fo  fall  out,  that  in  the  eledtion 
of  this  one  perfon  for  mayor,  their  voices  be  in 
number  equal,  then  the  voice  of  the  old  mayor 
ihall  itand  and  be  accounted  for  two  -,  but  in  the 
choofing  of  the  (herifFs  of  the  city,  this  order  (hall 
be  obferved,  viz.  That  the  mayor,  (heriffs,  alder- 
-men  and  other  citizens,  dwelling  there,  if  they 
*  will  be  at  the  eledbion  of  the  (heriflPs,  may,  with- 
out lett,  upon  Friday  next  after  St.  Dennis,  yearly 
alTemble  ^  where  the  mayor,  (herifFs  and  aldermen 
for  the  time  prefent,  or  the  greater  part  of  them, 
there  a(rembled,  (hall  the  lame  day  freely  choofe 
one  able  and  fufficient  perfon  for  the.  one  (herifF 
of  their  city ;  and  the  reft  of  the  citizens,  in  like 
fort  prefent,  or  the  greater  part  of  them^  one  other 
able  andfufficient  man  for  the  other  (herifip;  which 
two,  fo  chofen  (herifFs  of  the  commonalty  and  city, 
.ihall  from  the  aforefaid  Friday  next  after  St.  Den- 
liis's-day,  for  the  fpace  of  a  whole  year  fo  continue 
and  abide.    And  that  the  aforefaid  mayor,  clerk 
of  the  market,  efcheator,  and  iherifis  of  the  afore- 
faid city  for  the  time  being,  immediately  after 
their  eleftion,  take  a  corporal  oath  before  him 
which  was  his  predeceflbr  the  year  before,  and  be- 
fore the  whole  commonalty  ot«the  city,  in  manner 
and  fbnn  as  heretofore  they  have  accuftomed,  and 
.this  privilege  we  grant  them  without  looking  for 

any 


./Mir  wpt^rm.t!^  <^q9U9i^  jtr  «ckflqpi.«f  iii, 

^W 1^.  file  fiipPflSMritJii^.Mri  .iNfaK;  ihwanwd 

W4difc^rgp.    Aiid.tb^cJM  odber.fabho^ 

iheriff  of  Qur  Ihire,  or  dcrk  of  markist^  or  any 
Qther  offiqers  pf  u^  our  h^'m  or  iucceflccs,  for  liie 
time  being)*  enter  the  city  aforefftid^  tfae  Xuhurhs, 
viU^c;!^  w4  precin^3  thereof,  or  prefumc  »  so- 
t^r,  Oft  within  the  city,,  fnburbs,  viUagefr  and 
precipes  thereof,  any  maoaer  of  way*,  adventuie 
CO  take  apy  ifikx  upon  thcaa.;  and,  that:.tbe  fiune 
€)(ch([;ator»  qkrk.of  the  market,,  and il^erifls  of  bur 
city  of  CJielber,  or  apy  of  them,  b^votfae.  iame 

EQWfr,  f^u(hprity  and.  liberty,  or  wharfhower  die, 
elonging  to  the  duty  of  an  efchcator,  cAefk.  of 
mvkWy  ^:  iherifis,  within  the  cU)i,  fuborlx^ 
villain,  a^  precia£|s  thereof,  wbid\  others  cf- 
.  cheatprsi  cjbprkfi  of  markets,  aodiheriffsxif'Us^  our 
heir9  and  fiic.Cefiprs^  in  jotber  .pla^ea  withia  our 
re^lm  c^  J&EHglwd,  and.  our  county  palatine  of 
Chefter,  have  or  (baU  have»  And, that  the  afiixe-, 
Ud^  .(heriffs  of  our  city  of  Gbefter  lioldtfaBeir  coun- 
ty courts  pppnIStondayi  from  oionth  to  mouh, 
in  like  iprt  a9  other  our  iheciffd,  or  of  ounheire, 
19  ih«fr  CQRWOniltTt  bold  o;^  (ball  hold  cbeiis. 

And^ 
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And)  that  die  aforefaid  fheriffs  and  theit  fucceflers^ 
for  evef,  keep  their  courts  there,  viz.  ^ycrjr  week^ 
on  Tuefiiay,  Thuriday,  and  Friday,  aiki  t?hat  thej^ 
determine  all  |^eas  and  affizes,   by   coifirplaiAts 
(without  our  writs)  coming  befbrre  them,  o^  aM 
bargainings  Within  ourcrty  aforefaid  and  the  limits 
thereof,  in  manner  and  form  as  in  tittte  paft  they 
were  accuftomed,  afnd  that  they  converp  to  t;heir 
own  ufe  all  punifhments  and  forfeits  at  all  times^i 
and  that  they  ejtecute  all  duties,   liberti^,  and 
franchifes,  as  other  fheriffs  of  the  fame  city  in  time 
paft  have  accuft<^ed  to  do  :  And,  moreover,  we 
grant,  and  by  this  our  charter^  confirm  for  us  and  our 
heirs,  to  the  aforefaid  nuyor  and  citizeni,  and  to 
their  hei^s  and  focceflbrs  for  ever,  that  the  mayor 
ofthefaid  city,  and  his  focceQbrs  for  the  time 
being,  havfe  the  fword  which  we  gave.thefn,  or 
dfe  any  other  as  pleafe  them  (in  our  abfence  or 
our  heirs),  carried  before,  them,  with  the  point 
upright,   as  well  in  the  pfefenCe  of  other  the 
nobles,  and  loixb  of  our  reaihi  of  Ei^land  which 
arc  of  the  Blood  Royal,  as  otherwife  h^wfoeveri 
And  that  tbe  ierjeantaof  the mayor  and  flteriffs  off 
the  citjr  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceflbrs  for  the  time 
being,  have  their  noaces  gilt  with  filver,  or  fil  ^ 
vered,  and  the  efcutcheob  of  out- arms,  ande^r 
heirs,  engriiven  in  them ;  ^nd  that  as  Well  if>  the 
prefence  of  us  and  our  heirs^  as  in  the  prefence  of 
our  wife,  mother,  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  aforefaidi 
within  the  faid  city,  fuburbs,  villages,  and  pre* 
cinfts  of  them,'  as  our  proper  ferjeants  at  arms  ^ 
and  that  they  may  lawfully,  and  Without  controuU 
ment^  carry  them  at  their  pleafure*  without  lett  or 
hinderance  of  us,  or  our  Heirs  hertrafter.  And  fur-^ 
ther,  wc  grant  to  the  atbrefslid  mdyor  of  the  city 
above-named,  and  his  fucceiTofs,  diat  every  year 
they  may  chbofe^  ol  the  moft  hohett  and  difcrect 
citizens  of  the  city  above-mentioned^  two  to  be 

coroners 
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coroners  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  within 
the  faid  city,  the  liberties  and  limits  thereof  i  who, 
before  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  afore- 
faid,  (hall  take  a  corporal  oath,  that  they,  for  the 
fpace  of  one  whole  year,  fball  difchargc  the  duty 
of  coroners  well  and  faithfully  within,  the  city, 
limits,  and  bounds  aforefaid  -,  and  that  thefe  co- 
roners, fo  chofen  and  fworn,  have  power  and  au- 
thority in  full  meafure,  fo  much  as  our  coroners 
in  the  county  palatine  of  Chcfter,  or  any  other 
(hire  of  our  realm  of  England,  have,  or  put  in 
pra6tice.  And,  moreover,  we  give  and  grant  to 
the  aforefaid  mayor  and  citizens,  and  their  fuc- 
ceffors,  that  they  every  year  elcft  two  of  the  citi- 
zens aforefaid,  to  be  overfeers  of  the  walls  of  the 
above-named  city,  called  Muragers,  as  heretofore 
they  have  been  accuftomed  to  do ;  and  that  they 
every  year  overfee  the  walls  of  the  city  aforefaid, 
and  repair  them  j  and  that  they,  thus  chofen  every 
year,  gather  and  enforce  a  certain  cuftom  or  fub- 
fidy  in  the  aforefaid  city,  commonly  called  Mun^e, 
towards  the  maintenance  and  building  of  the  afore- 
faid walls,  as  in  old  time  it  was  wont  to  be  levied : 
And,  furthermore,  we  have  granted,  and  by  this 
our  charter  do  confirm  for  us,  and  our  heirs,  to 
the  aforefaid  citizens  and  commonalty,  their  heirs 
and  fucceffors  for  ever,  that  neither  the  (tewards 
nor  marftials  of  our  houfe,  or  of  our  heirs,  nor  the 
clerks  of  markets  of  our  houfe,  or  of  our  heirs, 
neither  in  the  prefence  nor  yet  abfence  of  us,  or 
our  heirs,  ftiall  pafs  or  fit  within  the  liberties  of 
the  city  aforefaid,  the  fuburbs,  villages,  territory 
and  prccinfts  thereof,  or  execute  their  office  there, 
or  upon  any  within  the  liberties  of  the  city  afore- 
faid, the  fuburbs,  villages  and  precinfts  thereof; 
or  by  any  colour,  inquire  or  caufe  to  be  inquired 
of  them,  or  fo  thruft  in  themfelves  tliat  they  fue 
any  of  the  citizens,  or  any  perfons  abiding  within 

the 
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the  aforefaid  ckfy  out  of  the  city^  for  any  matter^ 
caufe,  or  chance,  arifwa  and  proceeding  withifi 
the  libertiesof  thccicy,  mburbs,  vilUges/andtex- 
ricories  thereto  beionging.  And,  monsover,  we 
have  granted,  for  ius  and  our  heirs,  by  this  char- 
ter confirmed  to  the  a£;>rera;id  citizens, « that,  ^  If 
^'  peradventure  any  cultoma  or  ordinances^  here- 
**  tofpre  ob&rved  and  kept  within  the  dcy  of 
**  Chefter,  be  in  any  part  o*'  them  obfcure  or  dif- 
^^  Hcuit,  or  that  for  fome  cafua}ties  arifing  in  the 
"  fame  city,  when  a  prefent  remedy  hath  not  been 
*'  heard  of,  they  are  to  be  corre6bKi  anew  ;  then 
^^  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  fheriffs  of  the  cky 
^^  aforefaid,  or  the  greajter  part  of  them,  fqr  the 
^  time  being,  fbali  have  fi^ll  power  and  autherlty» 
^'  for  the  coounon  good  of  die  cidzens  of  our  city 
**  of  Chcfljer,  and  other  our  faithful  fubjefts  fre- 
^*  quenting  the  fame,  by  the  common  a^ntof  the 
<<  si>ove-mendoned,  and  by  the  advice  of  die 
^^  mayor,  (heriifs,  and  forty  citizens  yearly  clio(en 
'*  for  the  common  councU  ^  tl)e  city  aforefaid, 
^^  to  invent  ain.d  ordain  fome  remedy,  agreeable  to 
^'  confcience  and  reaibn  (  and  (hdfe  their  ordinances 
^*  (hall  be  put  in  pra&ice  fo  oft  and  whei^ver 
*^  they  fhall  think  it  meet  and  convenient,  fo  long 
^'  a$  theie  ordinapces  be  profitable  fo  us  and  our 
'^  people,  and  aniwerable  to  good  faith  and  reafdn, 
*^  as  is  before  faid." 

We  have  graQted  alfo,  and,  by  this  charter,  con- 
firmed for  U6,  and  our  heirs,  to  the  aforefaid  mayor, 
(heriifs,  citizens,  and  their  fucceilbrs  for  ever,  that 
the  fame  mayor, iherifK,  citizens,  and  commonaky, 
have  cognizanoe  of  all  and  ieveral  pleas,  as  well 
real,  peribnal  as  mixt,  of  certific«ies,  attempts,  or 
e|fe  whatfoever,  bpth  of  lands  and  tenements  with- 
in the  faid  city,  fuburbs,  vilkgos  and  precinds, 
and  alio  of  debts^  compofitions,  trefpafles,  cove- 
nants, bargains,  ^d  other  matters  and  ciufes  what- 
6  H  focver. 
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focvcr,  within  the  faid  city,  fuburbs,   and  villa- 
ges, as  alfo  the  circuit  and  precifidb  of  them  (on- 
ly our  caftle,  and  the  liberty  within  the  prefcription 
commonly  called  the  Gloverftone,  excepted),  and, 
howfocver  arifing,  as  well  in  the  prefcnce  of  us, 
and  our  heirs,  as  in  the  abfence  of  us,    and  them, 
both  before  the  jufticesof  either  bench  appointcci 
foraflizcs,  as  alfo  juftices  errant,  and  other  juftices 
whatfocver,  as  alfo  the  officers  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs  being  prefcnt  at  fucK  like  afllzes,  be- 
fore the  mayor  and  (heriffs  of  the  faid  city  of  Chef- 
ter,  for  the   time  being,  holden  in  the  Common- 
hall  ot  the  city  of  Cheftcr  aforefaid,  with  all  pro- 
fits proceeding  of  fuch  pleas  howfoever,  without 
lett,  hinderance  or  impediment  of  us,  or  our  heirs, 
of  the  juftices,  barons  of  ourExchequer,of  the  ftew- 
ards  or  marllials  of  our  houfe,  or  our  heirs,  or  ellc 
of  efcheators,  fherifFs,  bailiffs,  or  other  our  aforefaiil 
officers  of  us,  or  our  heirs  whatfocver,  fo  that  the  faivl 
juftices,  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  ftewards,  ivm- 
Ilials,efcheators,ftierilFs,  bailiffs,  andother  our  afore- 
faid officers  pais  not,  over  boldly,  to  the  cogni- 
zance of  fuch  like  pleas  within  the  city  of  Chclber, 
fuburbs,  villages  and  prccinfts  aforefaid,    holden 
or  kept;  neither,  that  any  of  them  prefume  to  take 
any  office  upon  him  there,  except  the  ftewards  and 
marflials  of  our  houfe  and  our  heirs ;  and  that,  in 
all  trefpaffts,  covenants,  attaints,  bargains,  debts, 
or  aftions  perfonal  in  our  houfe,  or  of  our  heirs 
between  them,  which  either  are  or  ihall  be  of  the 
lame  our  houfe.     We  grant  moreover  to  the  fame 
mayor  and  citizens  of  the  city  aforefaid,    to  their 
fucceflbrs  and   heirs,   for  ever,  that  they  hold  ail 
pleas,  complaints  and  affizes,  as  well  of  lands  and 
tenements  within  the  faid  city,  villages  and  pre- 
cinfts  thereof,  as  of  all  trefpafles,  debts,  compo- 
iitions,  covenants,   bargains  and  demands  within 
the  faid  city,   fuburbs,   villages  and    precinfts, 

arifing 
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arifing  an'd  proceeding  by  complaints  (and  that, 
yfithout  a  writ  from  us)  before  the  mayor  and 
(herifFs  of  the  city  aforefaid,  and  their  fucccffors 
for  ever.  And  that  no  citizen  of  the  city  afore- 
faid,  neither  their  heirs  nor  fucccffors,  nor  any  of 
them,  be  impleaded  or  fued  before  us,  our  heirs 
or  fucceffors,  or  before  any  jufticcs  of  the  com- 
mon pleas  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceffors,  or  before 
any  iuflices  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceffors,  or  elfer 
of  the  County  Palatine  of  Cheftcr,  or  befpre  any 
other  juftices,  or  officers  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fuc- 
ceffors, concerning  any  lands,  tenements,  or  any 
other  bargains,  covenants,  trefpaffes,  debts  or  de- 
mands, arifing  or  happening  within  the  faid  city, 
fuburbs  and  villages,  but  only  before  the  mayor 
and  flieriffs  of  the  city  aforefaid,  and  their  fuc- 
ceffors :  And,  furthermore,  we  grant  to  the  faid 
mayor  and  flieriffs,  and  their  fucceffors,  for  eypr, 
that  they,  and  ^hcir  fucceffors  for  ever,  by .  .their 
ferjeants,  or  any  of  .them,  and  their  fucceffors,  with 
their  maces,  may  every  of  them  attach  and.arreft 
the  bodies  of  infuHicient  perfons,  if  any  fuch  like 
perfon  be  convented  before  the  mayor  or  flieriffs, 
or  their  iiicceffors,  hereafter,  by  one  or  more,  con- 
cerning certain  covenants,  bargains,  demands,  tref- 
paffes, deceits,  compofitions,  withholding  debts, 
or  any  other  matter  or  caufe,  arifing  or  happening 
within  the  laid  city,  fuburbs,  and  villages  thereof; 
they  fliall  commit  him,  or  them,  to  the  common 
gaol,  there  to  be  kept,  until  he  have  found  fuffi- 
cient  fureties  to  anfwer  before  the  mayor  and  flie- 
riffs, or  their  fucceffors,  in  the  aforefaid  places,  in 
manner  and  form  as  i.t:  is  in  the  city  of.  London, 
or  hath  been  ufedand  approved  by  their  ^ccftors, 
in  the  faid  cityi.ftejjsto/ore  •,  and  th^fi  Aey  have  a 
proper  gaol  and  prifpn  within  tjie  .faid  city,  in  4 
certain  place.  Called  The  Nor thgate^Towerfiii  the 
fame  order  as^  in  ]tiipe  pafl:,  they  were  wont,  and 
6  H  2  have 
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have  had,  to  correft  and  keep  d\  priibneR  and 
cnDifKreflbr^  according  to  their  deferts,  and  that 
diey  Keep  their  courts,  called  the  porttxiote  and 
crownmoce,  before  the  mayor  of  the  city  atoFC- 
faid,  in  manner  and  fdtm  as  heretofore  they  havn 
accuftomed.  We  grant  moreover  for  Qs,  and  oar 
iieirs^  to  the  aforefaid  mayor  and  citizens,  and  their 
heirs  and  fuccefibrs,  that  neither  they,  nor  any  oi 
them,  be  fommoned,  cited  or  impannelled  in  aiCzes^ 
attaints,  juries,  or  inquifition  of  tenures  in  ward, 
or  of  any  other  deed,  bargain,  (lander,  or  com- 
plaint^ or  any  other  ad:ion  pertbnal^  real  or  mixt^ 
m  the  faid  city  of  Chefter,  fuburbs,  village 
grounds  and  precrnfts  aforefaid,  howfoever  arifing, 
nor  make  any  recognizance,  affizes,  attaints^  orjuries, 
Without  the  faid  city,  without  the  deed  do  fpeciaUy 
touch  us  or  our  heirs.  We  grant  moreover  for 
us«  and  our  heirs,  and  fucceflors,  to  the  aforefaid 
citizens,  their  heirs  and  fucceflors^  that  they  have 
all  the  cattell  of  outlaws,  thieves,  fugitives,  and 
of  all,  any  way  attainted  or  condemned,  as  mur- 
derers  of  themfelves,  and  deodands,  and  of  all  that 
are  executed  for  felony;  as  aUb  petty  traitors 
happening  >»ithin  the  faid  city  of  Chefter,  the  fub- 
urbs, villages,  and  grounds,  within  the  compafs 
thereof.  And  that  the  aforefaid  citizens,  their 
heirs  and  fuccelTors,  for  ever,  be  quit  and  altoge- 
ther difburdened  of  all  and  every  cuitoms,  priles, 
«nd  all  other  payments,  exadions,  and  de- 
mands for  all  their  merchandizes  there  (only  ex- 
cepting the  cuftoms  and  prifes  of  wine  and  iron) 
to  help  and  eafe  the  payment  of  their  fee-farm  of 
the  city  of  Chefter ;  and  that  the  faid  mayor,  fhc- 
riffs,  and  citizens  of  the  city  aforefaid,  their  heirs, 
and  fuccefforsj  for  ever,  have  the  forfeit  of  viftuals, 
by  law,  howfoever  forfeited,  to  wit,  bread,  wine, 
and  all  othe^  faleable  things,  which  belong  not  to 
merchandize.    We  have  granted  moreover,  to  the 

faid 
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faid  citizens  and  their  facceflbrs,  for  us  and  for 
our  heirs,  that  the  faid  mayor  and  iherifis,  their 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs^  hereafter^  always  have  tbt 
fifhing  in  Dee,  from  a  certain  placc«  called  The 
Iron-§ridgc^  to  another  pkce^  called  Arnold«- 
Sherre,  to  feaTch  and  otreffee.  all  nets,  wears^  and 
other  inftruments  to  take  fiih  withal,  fet  in  the 
fame  water,  and^  if  hiply  they  cari  find,  dther  by 
examination,  or  by  ftafcb^  tkdl  any,  agaiiift  the 
order  of  fbatutts,  h&ve  vS&A  them  to  the  ddlruo- 
tion  of  young  filhes^  called  frey,  that  then,  they 
may  take,  carry  away,  and  withhold^  yea,  if  they 
pleafe^  burn  all  the  fakl  infbriiments  for  their  pu- 
ni(hm«its,  who'tdf(t)M  iet  fuch  nets,  or  pra&ifed  the 
like  means,  or  hereafter  iball  prefume  to  do  the 
like^  and  to  muldl^  fine^  or  otherwife  pani(h,  ac- 
cording t&  the  ordinances  b^bre  fpoken  of^  aH 
and  every  of  them  whkh  do  fo  fet  their  nets,  wears 
and  engines^  as  the  laws,  ftatutes,  and  cufbams  of 
the  city  afordfaid,  either  given  out  already,  or 
hereafter  to  be  given,  fli&U  require,  and  that  they 
have  HU  fines,  amercianieftts^  aAd  forfeits,  for  the 
aforefaid  tranfgreffions^  howfoever  aflel&d^  and 
by  themfelvts^  tbeir  fh^flfs  or  other  officers^  to  be 
colleded  and  requited.  We  will  alfo,  and  ^fit,  and, 
under  a  great  forfeit,  forbid  any  man  for  making 
any  tf^nches  ,in  the  laid  water  of  I>ee^  within  the 
marks,  limits,  and  bounds  aforefaid,  or  to  carry,  c/c 
caufe  to  be  carried,  any  dung  or  filth,  in  boats  or 
other  veflels,  through  the  aforefaid  water^  under 
pain  of  forfeiting  the  boats  or  veflels^  and  to  be 
fined  according  to  the  difcretion  of  the  mayor  and 
iherifis  of  the  city  aforefaid;  which  forfeits  and 
fines  we  grant  to  the  citizens  and  city  aforefaid,  and 
their  fuccefibrs,  to  eafe  and  help  the  farm  of  the 
city  aforefaid;  we  gtaiit  alfo  for  us,  and  our  heirs, 
to  the  aforefaid  mayor,  flicrifFs,  citizens,  and  com* 
monaky,  their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  that  no  mer- 
chants, 
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chantSjWithin  the  faid  city  aforefaid,  in  the  fuburbs,  ; 
villages,  or  precincts,  fell,  by  wholcfalc,  fiih,  or 
flefli,  at  the  nets  or  clfewhere,  but  in  the  accuftom- 
cd  place,  alTigncd  by  the  aforefaid  mayor,  fneriS, 
citizens,  or  commonalty,  under  pain  of  forfeidne  ^ 
the  fifli  or  ficfli,  and  paying  a  fine,  at  the  difcrction  . 
of  the  mayor  and  (hcriffs  of  the  city  aforeiaid  for  j" 
the  time  being,  wliich  forfeit  and  fine  fhall  be  con-  j 
verted  and  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  citizens  of  ik 
city  aforefaid,  to  help  to  pay  their  fee-farm  afore- 
faid. \Vc  will  moreover,  and  of  our  eipecial  grace, 
and  for  us,  and  for  our  heirs  for  ever,   fo  much  a 
in  us  lieth.  We  give  and  grant  to  the  citizens  now, 
and  their  fucceflbrs,  that  the  mayor  and  recorder 
of  the  city  aforefaid,  now  being,  and  their  fuccd- 
Ibrs,  the  mayors  and  recorders  of  the  faid  city  tor 
ever,  and  thofc  aldermen,  who  have  been  mayors, 
as  alfo  thofc  who  hereafter  fhall  fuflain  that  bur- 
den, ihall  fo  long  as  theyihall  be  aldermen  there^ 
by  tlicfe  preftnts,  either  joindy  or  fevcrally,  be 
keepers  of  the  peace  of  us,  and  our  heirs,  within 
and  through  the  whole  city  of  Chefter,  the  fuburbs, 
villages,  and  precinfts  of  the  fame  city,  as  alfo  jui- 
tices  of  peace  of  us,  and  our  heirs  :   And  alfo,  thut 
they  keep,  or  caufe  to  be  kept,  without  looking  for 
any  other  commiiTion  than  thefe  Letters  Pareiir, 
all  ftatutcs,  ordinances,  and  laws,  for  the  keeping 
of  the  peace,   as  alio  for  idle  perfons,  labourer^, 
cniftn-ien,  lervants,   hofteltrs,  beggars,   and  vii^a- 
bonds,   of  tb.e  llvcrys  of  figns,  eoinpanys  or  o: 
cloth  caps,  neither  to  be  given  nor  ufeJ,  of  couii- 

*  Th':  I'.yc-law  recited  in  the  clcJicntion,  n-..»kir,^  ihc  Jwdicci 
cHiccrs  u>r  lire,  thougii  contrary  to  the  Charter,  has  iic.izr.  i 
marcii  upon  Old  Hakuy  ;  and  indeed  wlicn  il  is  rcccHcctcc 
that  one  uF  the  AlJcrnicn  depwicd  in  open  Court,  upon  i^Aiii, 
that  he  sv;is  a  JiiHicc  ./i'  Peace  for.  evlr,  as  \va<f  ccrwini/  done 
St  an  alfizcs  at  LanciUcr  in  every  man's  memory,  one  would  in- 
cline to  fufpcd  that  an  attempt  had  once  been  meditated  by  the 
Aldermen  to  ek tail  themselves  upon  him. 

terfeit- 
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^rfeiting,  clipping,  walhing,  and  howfocver  fal- 
f .  fyingot'our  money,  and  of  all  other  articles,  given 
'  Mit  already,  or  hereafter  to  be  given  forth,  and  to 
|V  e  put  in  execution,  by  the  juftices  of  peace,  as 
VVcll  within  and  through  the  whole  city  aforefaid, 
,^is  thelibertys,  fuburbs,  villages^  grounds  andpre- 
f'^.^inAs  aforefaid,  according  to  the  force,  form  and 
yiffcft,  of  the  fameftatutes,  ordinances  and  decrees, 
'f'jand  that  they  caufe  all  thofe  whom  they  find  to  have 
*^ofFcndedthofcttatutes,  laws,  ordinances,  and  decrees, 
'*.to  be  punifhed,  as  the  law  fhall  require,  and  that 
't  they  correct,  in  body,  all  thofcj  according  to  the 
^'  laws  and  cultoms  of  our  realm  of  England,  who 
•'^'have  threatened  any  of  our  people,    concerning 
f  -their  bodys  or  the  burning  of  their  houfes,  forfuf- 
3  ficient  fecurity  of  peace,  and  their  good  demeanour 
i   towards  us  and  our  people.   We  will  alfo  and  grant 
'    that  the  fame  juftices,  or  four  of  them  (of  whom 
'    the  mayor  and  recorder  for  the  time  being  fhall 
be  two),  be  alfo  juftices  of  us,  and  our  heirs,  to 
enquire  by  oath  of  honeft  and  lawful  mt^n,  as  well 
in  the  city  aforefaid,  as  in  the  liberties,  fuburbs, 
villages  and  precinfts  thereof,  by  whom  the  truth 
of  the  matter  may  be  better  underftood,  from  time 
to  time,  how  oft,  and  when  they  iTiall  think  good, 
concerning  all  felonys,  trefpafles,  regrators  troni 
time  to  time,  there  done  and  committed,  of  what- 
foever  conventicles  againft  the  peace,  and  for  the 
diiquiet  of  our  people,  of  all  paffengers  or  horfe- 
men,  armed  with  force,  or  lying  in  wait,  to  dertroy 
or  fubvcrt  the  country,  of  all  that  ufe  caps  there, 
and  other  liverys,  of  any  fort,  by  confideration, 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  any  thing,  contrary  to 
the  form  of  ordinances,  laws,  and  decrees  of  hoftel- 
crs  and  others,  who,  in  the  abufe  of  mealures  and 
weights,  or  in  the  fale  of  viftuals,  offend,  and  of 
all  labourers,  craftmen,  fervants,  hoftclers,  beggars, 
and  vagabonds,  and  all  thofe,  who,  contrary  to  the 

form 
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form  of  ordinances,  ftatut^,  and  dccreos,  pffitnd 
and  ar^  fogpd  faulty,  wicbin  the  whoj^  citf^  and 
through  the  liberties,  fuburbs,  viUa«s,  ground, 
precinA,  and  compafs  aforeTaid^  and  v  all  and  ewt- 
vy  odier  article  and  articles,  to  be  enquired  of  be- 
foxie  juflices  of  peace,  as  in  any  other  fliire  of  our 
realm  of  England,  it  is,  or  hereafter  ihaU  be,  by 
any,  from  time  to  time,  there  done  and  committed, 
for  better  trial  of  the  truth,  as  alfo  c^all  other  ar- 
tijcles  howfoever,  concerning  the  premiles,  or  any 
of  them.  We  have  granted  alio  to  th^  :^orefaid 
citizens,  their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,that  they  chool'c, 
or  may  choofe,  fo  oft  as  they  think  good  ib  to  do, 
luch  umler-iheriffs,  clerks  and  IheriflPs  bailiffs  ot 
the  city  aforefaid,  and  the  circuit  thereof,  and  in 
the  fuburbs  and  villages,  as  they  will  aiifwer  for, 
to  have  and  enjoy  thofe  offices,  fo  long  as  Iball 
plcafe  them,  as  freely  as,  at  this  time,  they  do  in 
our  city  of  London,  fo  that  no  ftatute  nor  ordi- 
nance, made  to  the  contrary,  hinder  it. 

WHEiiEFORE  we  willingly  grant  and  afTuredly 
command  for  us,  and  our  heirs,  fomuch  as  in  us 
lieth,  that  the  aforefaid  citizens,  and  their  fucceflbrs 
for  ever,  ufe  all  the  aforefaid  grants,  in  manner  and 
form  above  cxpreflcd :  Notwithftanding  it  is  not 
our  mind  or  intent,  that  under  pretence  or  ihcw 
of  privilege,  or  ratifying  by  us,  or  our  progenitors, 
to  the  county  of  Chefter,  as  is  before  mentioned, 
that  the  fame  citizens,  or  their  fucceflbrs,  be  any 
way  reftraincd  of  any  of  their  privileges,  or  anci- 
ent cuftoms  of  their  city  •,  but  we  will,  ^id  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  by  thefe  prefcnts,  do  cfta- 
blifh  and  grant  that  the  citizens  of  our  city  of 
Chefter  aforefaid,  their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  keep 
all  their  liberties,  and  free  cuftoms,  perfcA  and 
inviolate,  as  any  time  heretofore  they  have  done*. 

And 

♦  A5  the  right  of  clcfting  Aldermen  and  Common  Council- 
men  is  claimed  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common  Coun- 
cil, 
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And  moreover,  of  our  abundant  grace,  we  have 
granted,  and,  by  this  prefcnt  charter,  confirmed  to 
the  aforclaid  now  mayor,  citizens,  aldermen,  and 
flieriffs,  of  the  city  aforefaid,  as  alfo  to  the  citizens 
and  commonalty  of  the  fame  city,  their  heirs  and 
fucceffors,  that  they,  their  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  aforc- 
laid, from  this  time,  have  and  hold,  forever,  our 
aforefaid  city  of  Chefter,  the  villages  and  fuburbs 
of  the  famei  with  all  lands,  tenements,  profits,*  com- 
i4ioditic:&,  efcheats,  forfeits,  deodands,  amerciaments^ 
fines,  and  a  certain  cuftom  called  murage,  with  Ml 
otiier  privileges  and  things  aforefaid,  howfoever 
belonging  or  appertaining  to  the  faid  city,  fuburbs, 
villages,  and  grounds  thereof,  in  that  manner  and 
form  due  to  us  and  our  heirs  the  earls  of  Chefter 
and  fucceflfors,  as  we,  by  right,  ought  to  enjoy  and 
pofiefs  them,  for  fee  farm  to  us,  our  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  of  the  county  of  Chcller,  paying  therefore- 
to  us,  our  heirs,  and  fuixeflbrs  the  aforefaid  earls- 
of  Chefter,  for  the  prtmifcs,  twenty  pounds  of  fil- 
ver,  and  no  more,  at  the  feafts  of  Eafter  and  St. 
Michael  the  Archangel,  by  equal  portions;  fo- 
that  the  fame  mayor,  aldermen,  and  iheriffs,  as  al-^ 
futhc  citizens  andcommonalty  of  our  aforefaid  ci- 
ty of  Chefter,  and  their  fucceiTors,  hereafter  to  be 
eafed  of  the  old  farm  of  that  city,  and  all  the  ar- 
rearages thereof,  if  there  be  any,  and  every  parcel 
thereof  without  paying  of  fine,  or  any  thing  elfe 
to  us.  We  grant,  moreover,  to  the  aforefaid  may- 
or, citizens,  and  their  fucceffors,  to  build  all  the 
void  places  within  the  liberties  aforefaid,  and  ap- 
prove tlie  doing  thereof,  yea,  and  to  reap  what 
profit  they  can  thereby,  and  that  they  convert 
the  revenues  thereof  to  the  payment  of  their  farm 
aforefaid,  and  that  they  have,  for  themfelves  and 

cil,  excluiive  of  the  commonalty,  or  city  at  large,  in  yirtue  of  a 
bye-law,  made  fubfcqucnt  to  this  Charter,  it  can  never  be  look- 
ed upon  or  claimed  as  a  privilege  pofTcficd  by  that  body  ante- 
ccduit  to  thlf  grant,  and  if  not  therefore  within  this  refervation. 

6  I  their 
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their  heirs  for  ever,  foke,  facke^  toll,  cuftom, 
goods  flolen  within  their  liberties^  and  found 
there,  or  elfe  ftolen  without  and  found  within, 
and  all  other  cuftoms,  as  well  in  England,  as  in 
any  other  place  belonging  to  us  and  our  heirs : 
So  that  cxprefs  mention  of  the  value  of  the  prc- 
mifcs,  or  of  any  parcel  of  them,  or  any  aft,  ordi- 
nance,  or  other  matter  or  caule,  be  not  an  hinder- 
ance  therein.  In  witncfs  whercdf  wc  have  caufed 
thele  our  letters  patent  to  be  made,  witnefs  our- 
fclf  at  Chefter,  the  fixth  day  of  April,  the  twenty- 
firft  year  of  our  reign.  We  alfo,  holding  as  rati- 
fied  the  charter  and  letters  aforefaid,  as  alfo  all  and 
lingular  the  things  contained  and  fpecified  in  them, 
ib  much  as  in  us  lieth,  do  for  us,  our  heirs,  and 
fyicceflbrs,  allow  and  approve  them,  as  alio  do  now 
ratify  and  confirm  them  (as  the  charter  and  letters 
aforefaid  do  in  thcmfelvcs  reafonably  witnefs),  to 
our  beloved  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  flierifts,  of 
the  city  aforefaid,  as  alfo  the  citizens  and  common- 
alty ot  the  faid  city,  and  their  fucceffors  ;  And 
moreover  of  our  abundant  grace,  by  thcfe  prefents, 
for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceffors,  do  confirm  to  the 
aforefaid  mayor,  citizens,  and  commonalty  of  the 
city  aforefaid,  their  heirs  and  fucceffors  tor  ever, 
that,  fo  oft  as  it  (hall  fall  out,  that  the  mayor  or 
Iheriffs  of  the  city  aforefaid,  or  any  of  them,  do 
die*,  and  that  within  the  year  of  their  offices,  that 

*  From  the  i6th  of  EliMbcth,  the  date  of  this  confirniation, 
the  mode  of  clcftion  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  mayor  or  ihcriff?, 
as  here  laid  down,  hath  been  confta'ntly  foUpwcd,  and  before 
the  1 6th  of  Elizabeth,  there  is  no  conllat  what  was  done  in 
thefe  emergencies,  fo  that  this  pradice  mud  be  accounted  an 
acceptance  of  the  Queen's  confirmation,  and  if  it  be,  as  the 
Charter  of  Henry  ihcVlIth  is  confirmed  in  it,  totidem  ^v£rtii^ 
1  bye-law,  altering  the  mode  of  clc£lion  antecedent  to  the  con- 
firmation can  fcarce  operate,  but  a  new  one  ought  to  have  been 
made  fubfequent  to  it ;  tho'  if  it  had  been  fo,  the  Editor  totallr 
denies  that  it  would  have  been  a  valid  bye-law,  if  of  the  fame 
import  witii  that  contended  for  by  the  corporation. 

th« 
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the  aldermen,  citizens,  and  commonalty  of  the 
city  aforefaid,  which  will  be  prcfcnt  at  the  new 
elcftion,  aflimble  and  gather  themfelves  togcthef 
in  the  Conunon-Hall  of  the  city  aforcfaid,  on  the 
Friday  next  after  the  death  of  the  mayor,  or  (he* 
riffs  dcceafcd,  and  then  and  there,  after  the  death 
of  every  mayor,  or  fheriff  fo  departing,  they  may, 
and  mult,  choofe  and  appoint  fome  one,  of  the 
moft  difcreet  and  fit  perfons  in  the  number  of  the 
24  aldermen,  in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  in  the 
yearly  elcftion  of  the  mayor  of  the  city  aforefaid 
they  are  accuftomed  to  do  •,  which  mayor,  fo  cho- 
fen  and  made,  (hall,  before  all  the  aldermen  prefent, 
take  that  oath,  which  the  mayors  of  the  city  before 
were  wont  to  uke.  And  if  the  mayor  fo  chofen 
and  made  be  not  prefent  at  the  eleftion,  then,  on 
the  Friday  next  ^'ter  his  coming  home,  he  ftiall 
take  his  oath  before  the  aforefaid  aldermcp,  or  at 
the  kaft  four  of  them,  in  the  Common-hall  afore- 
faid i  and  after  the  deatltof  every  iheriff,  deceating 
as  is  aforefaid,  they  ihall  eled:  and  name  one,  out 
of  the  forty  who  are  the  common-council  of  the 
city  aforefaid,  for  fheriff,  in  fuch  manner  and  form 
as  in  the  yearly  election  of  iheriffs  in  the  city  afore- 
faid they  accuitom  to  do;  which  fheriff,  fo  chofen, 
fhall  take  his  oath  before  the  mayor  then  being, 
and  the  fheriffs,  fo  chofen,  fhall  continue  in  theo* 
offices,  from  the  day  and  time  of  the  eleftion  afbre* 
faid,  until  the  Friday  next  after  the  feaft  of  St. 
Dennis,  when  they  are  wont  to  choofe  new  officers  *. 
And  moreover,  know  you,  that  we,  in  confide- 
r^tion  that  the  aforefaid  mayor  and  citizens  of  the 
city  of  Chefler  and  their  fucceffors  may  be  bet- 
ter  able  to  bear  and  fupport  the  burdens  in  the  ci- 
ty  aforefaid,  from  time  to  time,  of  our  efpecial 

*  This  day  of  cIcfUon,  by  the  alteration  of  the  ftilc,  wm 
thrown  into  the  Fair  Week,  an^  therefore  altered  by  A^  of 
Parliament. 

6  I  z  grace, 
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f, 


gract>  certain  knowledge^  and  mere  motion,  havt 
ranted^  and  given  licence,  and  by  ihelc  prrlcnO) 
brus,  our  heirs  ^indfucccfTurs  (as  much  ^  is  in  usj^ 
^dogivc  and  grant  crfpecial  licence,  tree  and  lawtol 
feower  and  authority  to  xIk  aforcfaid   mayor  aik) 
citizens  of  the  city  of  Chdtcr,  and  their  lucccffoTi 
for  evcr^  to  have,  receive,  and  take,  as   well  of  ut 
and  our  fuccclTors,  as  of  all  our  lubjefls,  and  our 
liege,  or  of  any  other  pcrfon  or  perfons  wbatib 
ever,  all  manors,  revenues,  hcrcdiunijcnts,  whicb 
ve  hold  not  in  capite,  or  any  of  our  heirs  or  fuc^ 
ceiTors,  or  by  fcizure  of  war,  either  from  us  or  any 
other  or  others,  by  warlike  feizure,  without  cfpe- 
cial  Hcenfc  from  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceflbrs,  or  from 
the  lord  or  lords  fix>m  whom  t!ity  hold  the  afon^ 
faid  grounds,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  fo  vh^ 
die  aforefaid  manors,  meffuages,  grountis,   tents 
mcnts,   parfonagcs,  tithes,   rights,  revenues,  and 
ferviccs,  or  other  poficnionsi  revenues,  and  heredi- 
taments, do  not  exceed  the  yearly  valve  ofofie 
hundred  pounds    by  year,   and  no  .ftatutes  of 
ground  or  tenements,  touching  mortmain^  or. aiqn 
other  a£b,  ordinance,  proyifo,  or  rellraint,  tnad^^ 
publiihcd,  and  ordained  to  the  contrary,  in  any? 
thing,  caufe,  or  matter  in  any  refpe&  hinder  it.  And 
moreover  we,  greatly  dcfiring  to  provide  meH  for  the 
fifety,  defence,  and  government  of  orphans  and  iiv*  • 
fants,  which  hereafter  for  ever  from  time  to  time,  be 
well,  faithfully  ^nd  juft^  kept,  without  wafte  and  ^ 
fpending,  and  that  the  uud  goods  and  cattels  may^ 
be  difpofed  and  ufed  to  the  greater  profit  and  com- 
modity of  the  faid  orphans,  during  their  minority,  v 
for  the  better  incrcafe  and  benefit  of  the  (aid  or-  » 
phans  and  infants,  of  our  fpecial  grace,  certain  i 
knowledge  and  mere  motion,  wiU,  and  by  :thefc^? 
prefcnts  do,  grant  to  the  aforefaid  mayor  and  citi- 
zens of  the  city  aforefaid,  and  their  fucceffbrs,  chat 
the  mayor  and  citizens  of  the  city  aforefaid,  for* 
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the  time  being,  have,  and  hereafter  fhall  have*, 
for  ever,  the  keeping  and  government  of  all  and 
fingular  orphans  citizens  whatfoever,  within  the 
city  aforefaid,  and  the  liberties  thereof,  and  that 
chcy  have,  and  (hall  have,  authority,  power,  and 
privilege,  to  receive,  levy,  keep,  feize,  gather,  and 
raufe  to  be  kept,  in  the  common  treafury  of  the 
city  aforefaid,  by  the  treafurcrs  then  being,  all  the 
goods  and  cattels,  the  debts  and  legacies  whadb- 
ever,  ariiing  and  being  within  the  city  aforefaid, 
the  fuburbs,  and  prccin6ts  thereof,  of  whatfoever 
orphans  of  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  aforefaid, 
chancing  to  die,  ^nd  the  fame  goods  and  cattels, 
debts  and  legacies,  beufed,  employed,  and  beftow- 
ed,  for  the  better  ufe,  profit,  and  commodky  of 
the  fame  orphans,  and  that  they  be  bound  con- 
cerning the  (aid  goods,  cattels,  debts,  and  legacies,' 
of  the  aforefiiid  orphans,  and  that  they  pay  and  re- 
deliver the  faid  goods,  cattels,  debts,  and  legacies, 
together  with  the  increafe  and  profit  of  them,  to* 
the  fame  orphans  at  that  age,  and  in  that  manner 
and  form,  as  it  is  in  otir  city  of  London  now,  or 
heretofore  in  this  part  hath  been  ufed  and  accuf* 
tomed,  and  that  they  have  all,  and  fuch-like  ac- 
tions and  remedies  for  the  taking  away  of  any  in- 
fants within  the  faid  city  of  Chefter,  and  for  the 
recovering  of  the  goods  and  cattels,  debts  and  le- 
gacies ot  them,  and  all  fuch-like  duties  for 
the  better  government  and  prefcrvation  of  tho(e  • 
infants,  their  goods,  cattels,  debts,  and  lega- 
cies,  as  in  the  aforefaid  city  of  London,  hereto- 
fore they  have  been  accuftomed  to  have,  and  that 
they  execute  and  do  all  and  (cveral  tilings  whatfo- 
ever, belonging  to  the  oiph?ns,  their  goods,  cat- 
tcls,  debts,  and  legacies,  in  luch  n^^aiirur  and  fort, 

*  This  grant  the  crown  could  not  vM:kc  vhcrc  it  had  not 
been  before  the  pra^icc,  for  which  rci^itp  ;•;•.■•  c  [%  no  conilat 
of  the  corporation  adUng  under  it. 

ai 


9f#  ..miH£-cinAJLrfiB.-.iHtf 

ifaiiPFM.;'  ¥r«kai«ifBUiii4  iniM«^««lb]fi«|4lifr 
iJM  »I9>M  :M^:;qriMwrtfe«Hfai>HttagC.iSlllllB 
|W#  i<k^^«g^thac  eityferrfai  jiidiiWlliifa 

fiaM^< Mdttt  aid Jbnfli^ 

4ild^  Mr  kttert  ytmfmmi^:4tclm^ 

<4^  iriych,  iw  itt,  our  faem  «ad' f oeeefibu^ .  at 
ipMch  0«  in  u^  Ueth,  of  coir  fpecial  gv9Cfli>  bjr  tbo 
tiiliQP€l'th«fcpicfentv  «c  gtve^  appnnre^ .  ratifjfr 
and  cqn&miy  by  thefe  poefenca^  ta  the  t&mHuit 
nwyor  «i4  cinizws  aforefaidi  and  their  fucccaSbis 
£gir  ^^v^,  as  thispideiit  ^charter  md.oui^leiicfa 
alproTakl  do  neatonaU]^  tcftify. .  Wiw^fon^.  we 
wiU,  aiid  fianiy  comtiuuMl,  fer  m,  our  heirs. aq4 
fijipce^ibrs^  thstf  the  aforebidrxiiajroraadidtiKiisiif 
the  cHy  aforrj^id,  and  tkdr  fkcqeflbc^-  hay^  hold, 
ufei  and  enjoy  for  evcr^  altbbettkvtiahomieH 
ai)d(  a<cqiiMtt4»Ke$^  by  thefi:  prelirnts  givion.and  conk 
firmed,  afijer  the  tenor  and  effs&of  thele  Qur>  let- 
ters patent,  iKichautlct  or  JunderanoetOf  %^  pur 
heiFir  <H^  iuccefibrs,  jiiftices;^  iheriffi^  and  ajl  qcher 
b^^|]i9iw  oc  other  our  ofiGess .  wboafoevi^. :  We 
wUi)  moreover,  and  by  tfaofe  piefents^  iav  m,  our* 
heirs  Aipd  fuGcefibrs,  do  grant  to  the  aforofiiid  may* 
or  and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Cheftcjr  afprei^id* 
and  their  fucceifors,  that  this  oiir  pteient  cbvter, 
fo  generally  made  unto  them  as  they  take  k^  be, 

and 
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and  flia}l  be^  cf  the  fame  force  dnd  eflft^  as  if  all 
things   before  fpccified^    and  by  thefe  prefenU 
^ntad  and  conBmned,  were  more  fpecially^  law- 
fully, and  particularly  exprefied  and  fpecified  in 
the  fame  our  charter;  and,  that  it  fhaU  interpret 
adjudge,  and  determine  ia  rcfpedt  of  the  mayor^ 
citizens,  and  their  fuccefibrs,  towards  us,  0Qrheir» 
and  fuccefibrs,  fo  as  it  may  be  better  underftood 
and  known,  fo  that  no  chraie,  circumftanccy  de- 
fe£t  or  contrariety  in  k  hinder  the  fame.    And  al- 
fo,  of  our  more  efpeciai  grace,  cereain  luiowledge 
and  mere  motion,  we  have  pardoned,   rcmiut^,. 
forgiven,  and  quit  claimed,  and  by  Hhde  ptefents^ 
for  us,  oUr  heirs  and  fucoeffiKS,  do  pardon,  remic^ 
fofgive,  and  quit  claim  to  the  mayor  and  citizena 
of  that  city,  or  any,  or  every  of  them^  by  whae 
name  or  nariies  lieretofore  called  or  namcdy  all  and 
feveral  actions  wl^atfoever,  or  fuits  of.alay  warranc 
by  us,  for  us,  or  iaour  names,  towards  the  mayor, 
and  citizens  of  the  cioy  aiferefaid  to  be  coipmencedy 
as  aliaatl  and  fingularftveral  other  abuies,  or  ufes 
of  forfeits,  asalfo'.ufurpingorunjuA  claiming  of 
any  liberties,  franchifes,.juiri^i£bion,  preheminence^ 
ground,  tenements^  and  hereditaments  whatfoever, 
committed,  claimody  madc,ufed  before  this  pnrfent 
day,  by  r^e  mayor  and  citi2en8  of  the  city  ot  Chef^ 
ter,  by  all  or  any  of  tbem,.by  wiiarnameor  names,: 
under  pretence  of  ^  what  incorpopation  or  incorpo- 
rations foever,  as  alfo  all  And  every  fine,  amercia- 
ments and  penalties  of  money,  or  other  forfeits,  by 
means  of  ufurping,  not  uling,  or  unjuftly  claiming 
liberties,   franchifes,  jurifdi(^ion,   or  hercditance 
within  the  city  aforefaid.     And  that  they,  and 
every  of  them,  to  this  prefcnt  day,  be  and  IhaJl  be, 
freed  and  dilburdcned  towards  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucccflbrs  for  ever,  fo  that  we  will  not,  that  the  faid 
mayor  and  citizens  of  the  city  aforefaid,  or  their 
fucccflbrs,  or  any  of  them,  our  citizens  of  the  city 

aforefaid. 
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chem,  be  henceforth  troubled^  molcllcd,  or  vac«J 
in  any  things  either  by  us,  or  our  hcirs^  or  jufticai| 
cfcheators^  or  oxbcr  bailiBs^  or  officers  of  tjs»  om 
Jbei0  or  lucccfibrs  whatlbcvcr.     We  will  alib^  and 
by  thcfe  prctcnts^  for  us>  our  hciis  and  fuccdiTon, 
do  grant  to  the  afordaid  mayor  and  citizens  of  the 
CiDf  aforefaid,  that  they  have^  and  thall  havc^  thcle 
our  letters  patent,  under  the  great  Seal  oi  Rjigm 
hndi  made  and  fealed  without  fine  or  fee,  great  or 
Idky  any  way  to  be  given,  or  paid  for  them,  to  our 
ufe  or  to  our  hanapcr,  tor  that  cxprefs  mention  \s 
QOfrffiade  of  the  true  meanings  year>  and  certainty : 
<(£thc  prcmifcs,  or  of  any  of  them,  or  of  other  giftfl 
or.gi:aQts,  by  ua,  or  any  of  our  progenitors  or  prc*| 
cfcccflbrs  to  the  aforefaid  mayor  and  citizens,  aldcr-J 
mm  and  flier ifFs  of  the  city  aforefaid,  or  co  cho 
citizens  and  commonalty  of  the  fame  city,  or  iS 
any  of  them  made  heretofore,  or  any  ftatut^  a&, 
ordinance,  promiie,  proclamarion  orreifcrain^  here* 
tofore,  to  tnis  time,  had,  made  or  givea  out  to  the 
contrary,  or  any  thin^,  catife  or  matter,  in  any  re* 
fped  whatfoever  notwithftahdingl 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  caufed  thcfe  our 
letters  patent  to  be  made.  AiV'itnefs  ourfelf  at 
Weftminftcr,  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  the 
fifteenth  year  of  our  reign,  &c. 

By  the  (^ueen  herfelf,  and  of  the  aforefaid  datr« 
by  authority  of  parliament. 


A  Lift 


A  Lift  of*th«  Members  in  Parliament -for  the 
City  of  Chefter,  fh)m  the  Reftoration  of 
Charles IL      " 

1660.  TOHI^  Ratcli0€,  Willt?m  Ince.  ' 

1 66 1.  J  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  John  RatclifTe.  ' 
1678.  William  Williams,  Thomas  Gfofvenpr. 

1680.  William  Williafns^  Thbnias  Grofvenbr.-  •' 

1 68 1.  William  Williams,  Roget  Whillcy. 
1685.  Sir  Thomas  Grofvcnor,  Robert  Werden. 

1688.  Roger  Whitley,  Sir  Thomas  Grofvenor. 

1 689.  Sir  Thomas  Grofvenor,  Sir  Richard  Leving. 
1695.  Richard  Leving,  Sir  Thomas  Grofvenor. 
1698.  Sir  Thomas  Grofvenor,  Peter  Shackcrley. 

1700.  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Peter  Shackerley. 

1701.  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Peter  Shackerley. 

1702.  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Peter  Shackerley. 
1705.  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Peter  Shackerley. 

1707,  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Peter  Shackerley. 

1708.  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Peter  Shackerley. 
1710.  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Peter  Shackcrley. 

1713.  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Peter  Shackerley. 

1714.  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Sir  Richard  Grofvenor. 
1722.  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Sir  Richard  Grofvenor. 
1727.  Sir  Richard  Grofvenor,  bart.  deceafcd.     In 

his  place. 
Sir  Robert  Grofvenor,  baronet. 
Sir  Thomas  Grofvenor,  bart.  dcceafed.     In 

his  place. 
Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  baronet. 
1734.  Sir  Robert  Grofvenor,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury. 
1741.  Sir  Robert  Grofvenor,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury. 
1747.  Sir  Robert  Grofvenor,  Philip  Henry  War- 
burton. 

6  K  1754. 
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1754,  Sir  Robert  Grofvenor,  Richard  Grofvcnor> 
Eftj,  afterwards  ^-^^^-'ir^ 

Sir  Richard  Grolvenor^  baronet, 
Thomas  Grofvenor,  Efq*  in  the  room  gfi 
Robcrt»deceafed. 
J761,  Richard  Wilbraham  Bootle,  Efq.    in 
room  of 
Sir  Richard  Grofvenor,  created  a  peer, 
I7$8,  Thomas  Grofvenor,   Richard   Wilbrahan 

*'    Bootle,  Efquires, 
1774.  Thomas  Grofvenor,   Richard   Wilbrahim 
Bootlc,  Efquires, 
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L  I  S  T  of  B I S  H  O  P  S,  continued  from 
Page  497. 

1660.  Brian  Walton,  S.T-P.  of  Petcrhoufc, 
Cambridge^       .  .         •  • 

1661.  Henry  Feme,  S.T,P.  Matter  of  Tri- 
nity  CoUc^,  Cambridge. 

1662.  George  Hall,  S,J.P;ofExet3crColl^ 
Oxon. 

1668.  John  Wilkins,  S.T.p.  Dean  of  Rip. 
pon.  Warden  of  Wadham,  Oxon.  and  Mafter  of 
Trinity,  Cambridge. 

1672.  John  Pearfon,  S.  T.  P.  Mafter  of  Tri- 
nity College,  Cambridge. 

1686.  John  Cartwright,  S.T.P.  Dean  of  Rip- 
pon,  and  Prebend  of  Durham. 

1689.  Nicholas  Stratford,  S.  T.  P.  Dean  of  Sw 
Afaph,  and  Warden  of  Manchefter. 

1709.  Sir  William  Dawes,  Baronet,  S.T.P. 
Mafter  of  Catherine-Hall  Cambridge,  and  Dean 
of  Booking  5  tranflated  to  York. 

J 7 14,  Francis  Gaftrell,  S.T.P.  Preacher  of 
Lincoln's  Inn,  Canon  of  Chrift  Church,  Oxon. 

1726.  Samuel  Peploe,  S.  T.  P.  Warden  of  Man- 
chefter. 

1 752.  Edmund  Kecnc,  S.  T.  P.  Mafter  of  Peter* 
houfc,  Cambridge.  ^O'^w'/^^-^  /^  i'/^Y  ^. 

1771.  William  Markham,  S.T.P.  Dean  of 
Chrilt  Church,  Oxon.  tranflated  to  York. 

1777.  Beilby  Porteus,  S.T.P. 


6  K  1  Ail 


An  AccoQHt  «^  ri^ereoeplMikof  (lihe  Fii^ 
BisHdp  who  wa'8  appointedjt-d  tfae^  Sei^ 
CfettTifiL  after  th](  RdlbMRi^tft  £l|Ciii6M 
iirom  the  KsngiMi  If^XR^^etiH,  pipitf 
now  extremely  ^ciarcfe;'  ,     ' .        "^ 

THE  mlj  mw9  we  \Stit  here-  U  liir  gdkat 
lecepuonof  bor-leai^  Brtn 

Walbn,  intoBis  dKK^s  of 'Cbefl^      On  Tad;. 
day  ijie  third  inftaoc-Uft-Lordflup  fcA£.otidaii,  jnd 
Oai  ^urflay  ^<^dwing  (Slumber  t)^  .  iNibnJfe 
ctme  within  fix  Vmln  df  Lidifiekl^  lome  pesfim 
of  Yerr  ^ood  wortknMt  Wni  i  i^ho  came  |Airpoftfy 
mm  this  city  of  Clieftcr  (ilbofe  fifty  fmlu:  finoqi 
that  place).     The  neict  dav,  bein^  Sunday,  he  reft- 
cd  at  Lichfield,  where  his  Lordfhtp,  and  all  we  that 
were  with  hirn^  went  to  the  Chapter-houfe^  there 
to  pay  to  God  Almighty  the  duty  of  the  day.    I 
need  not  tell  you  the  condition  of  that  catiiuKlrai 
by  the  iniquity  of  the  late  times,  though  the  min- 
fteris  not  (all  things  confidered)  fo  much  wanted, 
as  fome  reverend  prudent  man>  wholeexpericnce  in 
the  church  may  beft  take  care  of  thofe  two  counties 
of  Warwick  and  Stafford,  a  very  confiderable  pare 
of  the  Church  of  England.     Next  morning  (Mon* 
.    day  September  9)  his  Lordihip  went  to  Stone ;  but 
in  the  mid- way  betwixt  Lichfield  and  that  town  he 
was  met  by  more  perfons  of  Quality,  who   alfo 
came  from  Chefler.     And  next  day  almoft  all  the 
gentry  of  the  whole  county,  and  the  militia  both  of 
the  countv  and  city  went  out  to  medt  him.     Five 
troops  or    horfe  met  him  at  Namptwich   upon 
Tuefday  night;  the  day  following  the  fpiritual 
militia  (the  true  fons  of  the  Church  of  England) 
caifie  to  their  reverend  dioceflan  upon  the  road. 

The 
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The  militia  of  the  city  received  him  at  the  confines 
of  their  liberties  with  much  gladnefs,  and  with 
many  of  the  aldermen  conduced  him  into  the  town  ^ 
which  he  no  fqoner  entered,  but  many  thoufands 
of  the  people,  bleffing  God  for  fo  happy  a  fight, 
made  many  and  loud  acclamations.  Having  thus 
brought  hini  to  his  palace,  they  there  faluted  him 
in  the  language  of  foldiers  with  feveral  voUies  of 
(hot.  As  foon  as  he  had  put  on  hisepifcopal  robes, 
he  haded  to  the  performance  of  his  devotions  in  the 
choir.  When  he  entered  the  body  of  the  church, 
the  Dean  (Doftor  Henry  Bridgeman,  brother  to 
the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Bridgeman)  and  all  the 
members  of  the  cathedral,  habited  in  their  Albes^ 
receiving  a  bleffing  frotn  his  Lordlhip,  fung  the  Te 
Deum ;  and  fo  cbmpaffing  the  choir  in  manner  ef  a 
proceffion  conveyed  him  to  his  chair.  After  the 
folemnity  was  ended  with  his  Lordlhip  pronouncing 
a  benedidion,  they  all  waited  on  him  back  to  his 
palace,  and  conunitted  him  to  his  reft.  The  next 
day  the  generous  Dean  gave  a  noble  entertainment 
to  his  Lordlhip  and  his  family,  and  all  the  officers, 
and  gcntrv:  where  with  much  chearfulnefs  and 
great  refolution,  they  profefled  their  affeftion  to 
the  maintenance  of  epifcopal  government. 
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LISTof  JUSTiCE^^iJottii^^ 
Page  423. 


1 6^1.  Sir  Jeffiiejr  Palmer,  Knight  and  l&arone^ 
and  Robert  Milward,  Elq. 

1662.  Sir  Job  Cbarlton,  Knig|it»  C.  J. 


2674.  Geoige  Johnfon,  Efq. 

1680.  Sir  Grcorffc  Jeffreys,  Kr 

168 1.  George  Warren,  Efq. 


1680*  Sir  G^rae  Jeffreys,  Knight,  C.  J. 


1684.  Sir  Edward  Herbert,  Knight,  and  John 
Warren,  Efq. 

1686.  Sir  Edward  Lutwych,  Knight,  Serjeant 
at  Law,  C.  J. 

Ditto,  Sir  Job  Charlton,  Knight  and  Baronet, 
C.J. 

1689.  John  Trcnchard,  Efq.  Scijeant  at  Law, 
and  Lyttelton  Powys,  Efq. 

1696.  Sir  John  Combes,  Knight,  and  Sir  Sa- 
lathiel  Lovell,  Knight. 

1698.  Sir  Jofcph  Jekyll,  Knight,  C.J. 

1707.  John  Pocklington,  Efq.       ^ 

ty  11.  John  Ward,  Efq. 

1715.  Edward  Jcffercys,  Efq. 

1717.  Spencer  Cowper,  Efq.  C.J. 

1726,  John  Willcs,  Efq. 

1729.  John  Willcs,  Efq.  and  William  Jeflbp, 
Efq. 

1734.  John  Verney,  Efq.  and  Richard  Potin- 
ger,  Efq. 

1740. 
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1740.  Mathcw  Skinner,  Efq.  Serjeant  at  Law, 
and  the  Honourable  John  Talbot,  Efq. 

1750.  Honourable  William  Noel,  Efq.  C.J. 
1757.  Taylor  White,  Efq. 
1^63.  John  Morton,  Efq.  C.J. 
1773.  John  Skynner,  Ekj. 
1778.  Francis  BuUer,  Efq. 


(*lf^  »   ^/!ry^-^^LA^ 
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LIST  of  SHERIFFS  of  CHESHIRE, 

coixriiiued  from  Page  427* 


1656.  Philip  Egerton, 
Efq. 

1657.  Thomas  Main- 
waring,  Efq. 

1658.  John  Lcgh,  Efq. 

1659.  John  Legh,  Efq. 
1660. 

1 66 1.  Thomas  Chol- 
mondelcy,  Efq. 

1662.  Tho.  Lcgh,  Efq. 

1663.  Sir  John  Bellott, 
Baronet. 

1664.  Sir  Thomas  Wil- 
braham.  Baronet. 

1665.  Sir  Tho.  Delves, 
Baronet. 

1666.  Sir  John  Arderne, 
Baronet. 

1667.  Sir  Rich.  Brooke, 
Baronet. 

1668.  Roger  Wilbra- 
ham,  Efq. 

1669.  Sir  Rich.  Brooke, 
Knight. 

1670.  Roger  Wilbra- 
ham,  Efq. 

1671.  Edmund  Jodrell, 
Efq. 

1672.  William  Lawton, 
Efq. 

1673.  Will.  Toutchct, 
Efq. 


1 674.  Thomas   Bun- 
Dury,  Efq, 

1675.  Sir  Robert  Duck- 
enfeild.  Baronet. 

1676.  Rich.  Walthall, 
Efq. 

1677.  John  Davies,  Efq. 

1678.  Sir  Peter  Stanley, 
Baronet. 

1679.  ^^^  James  Brad- 
(hawe.  Knight. 

1680.  Edw.  Legh,  Efq. 

1 68 1 .  Edward  Downes, 
Efq. 

1682.  SirPeter  Pyndar, 
Baronet. 

1683.  Peter  Wilbra- 
ham,  Efq. 

1684.  James  Daven- 
port, Efq. 

1685.  Henry   Davies, 
Efq. 

1 686.  Hen.  Davies,  Efq. 

1687.  RobertCholmon- 
deley,  Efq. 

1688.  Tho.  Legh,  Efq. 

1689.  Roger  Mainwar- 
ing,  Efq. 

1690.  John  Bruen,  Efq. 

1 69 1.  Sir  Willoughby, 
Afton,  Baronet. 

1692.  Peter  Legh,  Efq. 

1693. 


OF    CHESHIRE. 


987 


1693.  Sir  WUl.  Qkgg* 
iCnight. 

1694.  WiUiam  Daven- 
port, £iq. 

1695.  Rich.Legh,Efq. 
i69&CharlesHurkftof^ 

Efq. 
1697.  Waiiam  Whic- 

more,  fifq. 
169$.  ThomasLee^Efq. 
2699.  Thomas  Delves, 

^. 
.1700.  Sk  Hftnry'Buit- 

bury.  Baronet. 
9  70 1  ^Laifimiicc  Wright, 

Elq. 

1702.  John  Davenport, 
Efq. 

1703.  Sir  Jobn<Chet- 
•    wode,  Bart. 

1704.  John^  Ba(kervUe, 
Efq. 

1705.  Jdhitiiegb,.Ef^. 

1706.  Sir  SPFitn^is  Lei- 
Gofter,  Baronet; 

1 7074  Edirtund'Swea^ii- 
ham,  Eiq. 

1708.  Sam;  Daniel,  Efq. 

1709.  Will.  Domvile, 

1710.  Glutton  Wright, 
Efq. 

1 7 1 1 .  John  Amfon,  Efq. 

1 7 1 2 .  John  Leche,  Efq. 

1 7 13.  Sir  Thomas  Cot- 
ton, Baronet. 

1714.  Randle  Wilbra- 
ham,  Efq. 

€  L 


I725«  Rich.  Walthall^ 

Efq. 
1 716.  Francis  Jodrell, 

Efq. 
IJ717.  James  Baylcf, 

Efq. 
>728.  John  Bromfaallv 

Efq. 
1 7 19.  Samuel  Barrov, 

junior,  Efq« 
1710.  iSii'Tho«Broo):r, 

Borooet; 
172 1,  Edmund  S|weien« 

Uam't  fKq;  ' 
lyea.  Gebiige  Davcnr 
.'  'port,  Efq. 
1^2^.  Sa-Tho«  AftocH 

Baronet. 
1 7a4;'^ward  Downt*, 


c  i^^.  JcdinParker,er(|. 

1726.  Rich.  Rvitcer,l;fq« 
jP7i/.:ehlriesDtfrterj 
•tofly  Efq. 

1 72  8 .  Peter  Brooke,  Efq. 

1  ^  R<)b,.Davie8,  E(^. 

1730.  JohnDani^t^fifq. 
:r7'3 Ik  Edward  Warren, 
Efq. 

tjs^.-  William  Brock, 

'733-^>ighP«ge*Efq. 

1 734.  Hen.  Bennct,  Efq, 

1735.  Trafford  Barn- 
Hon,  Efq. 

1736.  Will.  Dodd,  Efq. 

1737.  Tho.  Booth,  Efq. 
1 738.Wm.  Tatton,  Efq. 

1739. 
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739.  Rob,  Hyde,  Efq.  1 759.  Samuel  Harrifon, 

740.  Sir  John  Byrne,  £fq. 
Baronet.  1760.  Sir  Peter  Ldccf- 

741.  Will.  Cheihirc,  ler.  Baronet. 
Efq.  1 76 1 .  John  Arden,  Efq. 

742.  Peter  Legh,  Efq.  176a.  Honourable  Ri- 

743.  Philip  Egerton,  chard  Barry,  £fq. 
Efq.  1763.  John  All^er,£fq. 

744.  Sir  Peter  War-  1764.  John  Crewe,  £fi]. 
burton.  Baronet.  1 765.  Honourable  John 

745.  Tho.  Hall,  Efq.        Smith  Barry,  Efq. 

746.  Ralph  Lciceftcr,  i766.PeterBrookc,Efq. 
Efq.  1767.  Sir  Lifter  Hoke, 

747.  Cha.  Legh,  Efq.        Baronet. 

748.  Edw.  Green,  Eiq  1768.  Hen.  Afton,Efq. 

749.  Geo.  Legh,  Efq.  176^.  Philip  Egerton, 

750.  James  Croxton,         Efq. 
Efq.  1770.  Sir  Robert  Cun- 

751.  Sir  Will.  Duckcn-        lifFe,  Baronet, 
feild  Daniel,  Baronet.  1771.  John  Crewe,  Efq. 

752.  Sir  Rich.  Brooke,  1772.  Sir  Henry  Main- 
Baronet,  waring.  Baronet. 

753-  John  Leche,Efq.  1773.  George  Wilbra- 
754*  Robert  Lawton,  nam,  Efq. 

Efq.  1774.  Will.  Lechc,  Efq. 

ySS.  Tho.  Sloughter,  1775.  Tho.  Patton,  Efq. 

Efq.  1 776.  John  Aftley,  Efq. 

756.  Thomas  Prefcott,  1777.  Peter  Kyffin 

Efq.  Heron,  Efq. 

757'  William  Robin-  1778.  William  Tatton, 

fon,  Efq.  J^fq-,/:     a  ^-      -. 

758 JohnEgcrton,Efq.  i^^/r.^ ^'^  ..^^^fy^r^zc.<^ 

We 
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We  have  been  favoured  with  the  following 
Copies  of  the  WUls  of  Mrs.  BARBARA 
DOD;  andDoftor  JAMES  ARDERNE; 
of  which  mention  is  made  in  the  monu- 
mental Infcriptions,  Pages  878  and  88 1. 

In  the  Name  of  G  O  D.    Amen. 

I  BARBARA  DOD,  of  London,  Spinfter,  be- 
ing weak  in  body  but  of  perfeft  mind  and 
memory,  thanks  be  given  to  Almighty  God,  do 
make  this  my  laft  will  and  teftament  in  writing. 
Firft,  I  commend  my  foul  into  the  hands  of  Al- 
mighty God  my  Creator,  hoping  by  the  merits  of 
Jelus  Chrift,  and  by  faith  in  his  bitter  death  and 
bloody  paflion,  to  have  the  full  pardon  and  re- 
miffion  of  all  my  fms,  and  my  body  to  be  decent* 
ly  buried  by  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  I  fhall  no- 
minate hereby  and  appoint  ^  and  as  touching  the 
worldly  eftate  wherewith  God  hath  been  pleafed  to 
blefs  me  withall,  I  will  and  bequeath  as  hereafter 
followeth,  that  is  to  fay,  I  give  and  bequeath  un- 
to Dean  Fogg,  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Langford, 
Prebendaries  of  the  Cathedral-church  in  Chefter, 
all  of  tht  county  of  Cheftcr,  and  their  heirs,  or 
fuch  perfons  as  fhall  fucceed  them  in  that  Cathe- 
dral-church as  Dean  and  Prebendaries,  all  my 
lands  in  the  county  of  Chefhire,  except  the  lands 
hereafter  named,  devifed  in  truft  to  the  ufe  and 
benefit  of  thefe  Icveral  perlbns  I  fhall  nominate, 
that  is  to  fay,  I  da  for  ever  give  and  bequeath  all 
my  lands  in  Boughton  and  Childer-Thornton  in 
the  county  of  Cheller,  to  the  fix  Clerks,  or  petty 
Canons,  or  Singing-men,  what  other  names  you 
6  L  2  diftinguifh 
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diftinguifh  them  by,  that  do  officiate  in  the  Ca- 
thedra-church  in  the  city  of  Chefter,   during 
their  natural  life,   and  continuing  to  officiate  in 
that  Cathedral,-church,  9nd  to  their  fucceflbrs  that 
are  thought  fie  perfohs  to-  officiate  in  tlttit  place  \ 
that  is  to  fay,  my  it^U  and  defire  i9,  that  thefe  fix 
Minifters  that  do  officiate  in  this  place,  fhall  have 
paid  them  by  equal  fhares  and  propbrticMn,  the 
growing  rents  ana  yearly  profits  of  thefe  my  lands, 
lying  in  Boughton  and  Childer-Thornton  aibre- 
faid,  always  prpvided  that  the  perfons  chofe  in 
thefe  fcveral  places  be  in  pricft's  orders,  and  that 
every  particular  pcrfon  of  thefe  do  in  their  turn 
preach  a  iermon  on  every  Good-Friday,  concern- 
uig  the  death  and  paflion  of  Chrift,  and  therein  fee 
fonh  the  great  and  infinite  love  of  Chrift  in  dying 
to  redeem  mankind,  for  which  unfpeakablc  mer- 
cy, to  him  be  glory  for  ever.  Amen,  Amen.   Item, 
I  will  and  bequeath  to  the  poor  of  St.  Wcrburgh*s 
parilli,  the  fum  of  ten  pounds.     Item,  I  will  and 
bequeath  to  the  poor  of  Malpas  parilh,  five  pounds. 
Alio,  I  will  and  bequeath  to  my  moft  dear  and  ho- 
noured friend  Mrs.  Lettice  Whitley,  my  gold-watch. 
Item,  I  will  and  bequeath  to  my  coufin  Tannete  of 
Broxton's  four  daughters,  ten  (hillings  a  piece,  ro 
buy  them  rings.     Item,  I  will  and   bequeath  to 
Kiiiph   Maddock,   and   my   god-daughter   Mary 
Maddock,  ten  (hillings  a-piece.     Item,  I  will  and 
bequeath  to  Eleanor  Cotton,  and  my  god-daughter, 
ten  fliillings  a-piece.     Item,  1  will  and  bequeath  to 
Mr.  Ralph  Burroughes,   twenty  (hillings,   for  a 
ring.    Item,  I  will  and  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Garfton, 
twfty  (hillings,  for  a  ring.     Item,  I  will  and  be- 
queath to  my  coz.  Thomas  Gamuirs  wife,  five 
pounds.     Item,  I  will  and  bequeath  to   their  Ion 
William,  five  pounds.  Item,  I  will  and  bequeath  to 
every  family  of  my  tenants.   The  Whole  Duty  or 
Man  v  but  it's  my  will  and  defire,  that  all  my  debts 
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and  legacies  be  paid  before  any  of  thepeifon^  Ihave 
left  my  lands  to  receive  any  profit  from  it,  or 
any  of  the  growing  rents.  And  of  this  my  lail 
wHl  and  t^ament^  revoking  all  other,  I  do  in- 
ftitutc  and  appoint  the  faid  Mr.  Thomas  GamuU, 
of  the  city  or  London,  Haberdaflier  of  hats,  and 
Mr.  — *-  Lrftwjch^  erf  Chcfter,  one  of  the  Petty 
Canons'  of  the  Cathedratchorch  to  be  my  Ex- 
ecutors ;  and,  I  do  will  and  bequeath  to  Mt.  Ga- 
muU,  the  fumcrf  ten  pounds.  And  I  do  will  and 
bequeath  to  Mr.  Leftwich,  the  fum  of  five  pounds. 
In  witriefs  whereof  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand 
and  leal,  and  publifhed  the  fame  this  2 2d  day  of 
May,  1703. 

BARBARA  DOD.  jLocosisiUi.f 

In  prefence  of 
WILL.  PRATT, 
JOSEPH  COOKE, 
EDWARD  BIRD, 
LYDIA  PRATT. 

Vera  eft  hasc  copia  teftamenti  originalis 
didbs  BARBARA  DOD,  defce  mani- 
bus  Thomas  Leftwich,  clericis,  unius 
cjcecutorum  cjufdem,  e  curia  praeroga- 
tivaCantuarienfi,  poft  probaconem  ejuf-^ 
dem  ibidem  per  teftes  m  folenni  forma 
traditi  et  concrediti,  c<41acone  cum 
eodem  fadta  7^.  die  Septembris,  1721. 

per  me, 
EDRtJM.  ROBERTS,  Not.  Pub. 
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In  the  Name  of  GOD 


I  JAMES  ARDERNE  DoSor  of  Divinl., 
and  Deaiic  of  Chcilcr^  being  wcakc  in  body,  bui 
cf  pcrfc^  fcnic  and  memory,  praiiicd  be  God  tar  tt, 
dM  make  thU  my  laft.witl  and  tcflanicnt  as  folio w- 
Wm:  Firft  of  all,  I  commend  my  foul  into,  the 
hands  of  Almighty  God^  profeOing  to  die  id  th<{] 
Communion  ot  the  Caiholic  Churchy  and  more. 
imoK^di^tely  of  that  part  of  it  in  England  ^  and: 
next  to  tiiiSf  the  bei^  branch  of  the  Catholic  I  doe^ 
eftccm  to  be  the  Grcckc  cjiurch,  excepting  only  a^^ 
to  tJieir  pradticc  of  invocatiun  of  angels  and  faimi^'' 
As  to  my  whole  eiVate,  which  is  at  my  difpofall,  ; 
and  by  thefe  pre  fen  cs  1  declare^  that,  except  rngbi)- 
ly  a  bond  in  which  Captain  Bcrcsford  and  I  have 
•  joyned^  and   as    for  any  thing  relating   to  my^^ 
nephew  John  Ardcrneof  Pcde,  or  his  fiftcr,  it  will  ^ 
be  made  to  appear  by  ppers,  which  may  be  re-  \ 
ferred  to  after  my  drath,  previded  that  Ortdms'S'.' 
great  Booke  of  Maps  be  reftored  to  my  l)ro^er  ' 
Sir  John  Arderne,  who  006)7  ietit  it  tne  diiraig .' 
my  life,  and  my  feak  ring  given  »  my  lurphcw ;  ; 
James  Ardeme,  I  have  not  difpofed  (^  siny  thing ;  "" 
I  give  it  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  tibd  fervice  of'" 
the  Cathedral  Church  of  Cfaefter :  tribne  oarticu-  , . 
lady  for  a  fnuill  banning  of  a  Pubtick  Library 
of  Bookes,  but  if  a  library  cannot  t)e  had,  I  do  ^ 
hereby  defirc  thai  theFaiiiersof  the  firft  three  hun- 
dred years,  which  I  have,  together  with  i  common- 
place booke,  which  I  made  out  of  thctff,  of  con-  ^ 
troverliesy  may  be  fett  up.  lo  the  clutpter^hoiife  fbr  '  -; 
the  ufe  of  the  Deane  and  Prebends,  and  if  this  doe    ; 
not  take  place^  a  further  ufe  hereof  is,  that  this    ^ 
may  be  kept  as  a  ftock  whereby  thnr  may  defend    • 
the  rights  and  priviledges  of  this  eccKfiaftical  cor-    • 
poration  ;  and  that  it  may  ierve  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  procuring  an  aft  of  parliament  for  dif- 

pofiDg 
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.  pofing  of  the  great  leafe  called  JoUive's  Leafe, 
whea  it  fliall  fall,  foe  as  ihall  be  moft  conducing  to 
the  wellfare  of  this  cathedrall,  and  to  the  public 
good,  excepting  onely  out  of  this  my  whole  grant 
to  them,  tny.  beft  fuit,  as  gown,  caffock,  hatt,  fillc 
ihxdcings,  doublet,  and  breeches,  which  I  defire 
may  be  given  to  my  curate  -Mr.  Peter  Morrey,  and 
that  iny  <xecut0£s  do  take,  cane  of  his  preferment, 
he  leaveing  a  very  good  place  to  conie  to  me,  and 
that  they  wou'd  pay:  my  curate,  and  the  reft  of  my 
lery^nts,  a  quarter's  wi^  at  the  quarter  day  next 
enfuipg  my  deceafe ;  and  alfoe  that  one  piece  of 
grey  dOtii,  the  fame  with  their  fuits,  may  be  given 
to  fiw.two  feryants  in  livery.  And  as  to  my  debts, 
I  defire  (not  having  a  particular  account)  that  thofe, 
and  particularly  Captain  Beresford,  may  certifye 
upon  oath,  what  is  owing,  excepting  fuch  whofc 
credit  is  known  to  my  executors,  whom  I  do  here- 
by appoint  and  defire  to  be  the  prebends  of  this  ca- 
thedrall  church  of  Chefter,  and  their  fucceflbrsj 
and  the  deane,  when  there  (hall  be  one  made,  in  all 
things,  excepting  the  furniture  of  the  deanry-houfe  -y 
and  I  do  hereby  recall  all  former  Wills  that  were^ 
or  that  may  be  pretended  to  be  made  by  me,  parti- 
cularly that  made  in  the  parifii.  of  St.  Martin's, 
Weftminfter,  the  laft  winter.  Laftly,  I  do  ap- 
point  my  body  to  be  buryed  in  the  quire  of  this 
cathedrall,  neare  the  foot  ot  the  altar,  with  an  in- 
fcription  upon  a  cheap  ftone,  or  brafs,  let  up  in  the 
wall,  as  followeth : — Here  lies  the  body  of  Dr. 
James  Arderne,  brother  of  Sir  John  Ardcrnc  of 
this  county,  awhile  Dean  of  this  Church  -,  who, 
tho'  he  bore  more  than  a  common  affedlion  to  his 
private  relations,  yet  gave  the  fubftance  of  his  be- 
queathable  eftate  to  this  cathedrall  •,  which  gift  his 
will  was  (hould  be  mentioned,  tliat  clergymen  may 
confider  whether  it  be  not  a  fort  of  I'acrilegc  to 
fweep  all  away  from  the  church  and  charity  into  the 
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